U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

June 17, 2016 


Subject: COOPER, COURTNEY RYLEY 


Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 2,344 pages of previously processed 
documents and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no 
charge. 


Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. Please submit a new FOIA 
request if you would like the FBI to conduct a search of the indices to our Central Records System. 

Submit requests by mail or fax to - Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/I nformation 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 



* •/ 


SIXTY SEVEN PARK AVENUE 
N EW YORK 

. April 22-33 



Mr. Nathan 
Mr. Tolson. 
Mr. £)dwu dt 

Mr. Qiegg 


My Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Some six weeks ago, an article upon your 
personality and activities went to the American Magazine. 
Owing to the peculiar requirements of the magazine and 
the difficulty of knowing just what those requirements 
are when one is not actually on th staff, the article 
missed in a few particulars to be exactly what Mr. Blossom, 
the editor, wanted. 


Therefore, the manuscript has been turned over 
to me as one of the regular American authors, for some 

revision. This is not fundamental it merely concerns 

human touches and high-lighting by which v you and your 
work can be brought more clearly before the reader. Then 
too, a little more of the "why" and "how" is needed, and 
Mr. Blossom felt that I might be able to throw in a 
few contrasts with 'older days, inasmuch as I was associated 
with William J. Flynn v. r hen he was Chief of the Secret 
Service during war days. Incidentally, I also was mixed 
uo in the Fleagle case out in Colorado, and became quite; 
chummy with the boys before they were jerked to Jesus. 


The purpose of this letter is to request a short 
interview with you. I assure you that it will be neither 
long nor boring, as I already have the material which 
came from your department, and merely nee,d_a_ S-ia nt _., to han g- 

it °n. APR 29 1933 7 


I am now in Florida on some work, but k//iH“b'e 'bacl? !f i^ irN 
New York on May 3. Would it be possible for yo^riP 1033 k .M. 
me as soon as possible after that date, Any day' r from' 

May 4 on? I will not consume more than a! half hour or anjuSitCE 
hour of your time. 


If you would be kind enough to drop '-me. 


..note at. 


the above address setting a date and hour for me,. I shall 
be on the job at the time named and shall endeavor to slide 
in and out of your office without mussing up your day. As I 
am only coming into New York to get 
double immediately back on May 4, 
you. Or on any other day soon af_ 
you. 

Y 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

U.S. Bureau Criminal Investi- 
gation, 

Washington, D.C. 



d from you, I can 
t is O.K. w±ih 
convenient Jzo 


cerel 


l&CCSt, 


Courtney Ryley 





1 



i. *■ * > 


■ 1 :.^ 

'v^ . 

. y • 

*?r* Courtney Ryley Cooper. 
67 Park Avenue, 1 
.Jet? York .City.; 




My dear Mr. Coopers^ . . ' _ - • 

* /'■ •’ V. I am in receipt, of your letter of April 

22nd, and am somethat surprised to learn that the article 
. ; : / concerning my work. prepared by Up* Charles J. Vf Murphy eras - , 

forwarded to the%merican Magazine. . It was my understanding > 
Edth. Mr. Muiphy that the draft of the article, in question 
muld be submitted to me in order that steps might be taken 
. to secure the approval of its contents from 'the press relations 

. ;; branch of the Department of Justice, which procedure is required 

• in natters of this kind. 

I will be very glad to discuss this matter oith 
you further at such time as it may be possible for you to come 
to Washington. The date of May 4th, will be entirely satisfactory 
. to me or if you cannot be in Washington on that date, I will mafa . 
/.‘■the necessary arrangements to meet your convenience. 


Sincerely yours. 






PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

' Class of Service ^1 Tfrtnr nnmn in mT rTTi 


This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 


ERN 




• y/ 


\ SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL — Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 
NLT = Cable Night Letter 
WLT *= Week-End Letter 


\ . — I NEWCOMB CARLTON, president J. C. WILL EVER, FIRST VICE-PRHSIDEN^ 1 f 

The filing time as Bhown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination $ shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 708 14th St., N. W. Washington, D. C. \J | 

MA364 18 = NEW YORK NY 3 1031A I MINUTES IN TRANSIT 


| MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATE 

DAY LETTER 


J EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR* I i 

US BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC= 


WILL CALL ON YOU TOMORROW MORNING AND WILL SATISFACTORILY 
EXPLAIN WHY MURPHYS STORY WAS NOT SUBMITTED FOR APPR0VAL= 
COURTNEY RYLE'Y COOPER. U- 




MAY 


. j[ Mr. Bfathan J? 
A Mr. Tol^nn.’.^ 
^ j Mr.; Ed'w:iV‘d© 
1 Mr. 01 c(i^. 


° JL I — 

INVESTIGATION 

MAY 4 IS33 P- M - 

DEPARTMENT of justice 


WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES. ^ ' 


A 









L 




PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 


Class of Service 


This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character isjn- 
dicated Ijy a suitable 
sign above"5r preced- 
ing the address. 



12209 


UNION 


NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT 


J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 


SIGNS 


DL = Day Letter 


NM — Night Message 


NL = Night Letter 


LCO = Deferred Cable 


NLT = Cable Night Letter 


WLT = Week-End Letter 


The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Re ceived at 


; NA I.36 66/69 DL=NEWY0RK NY 17 808A X 

J EDGAR HOOVER, DEPT OF JUSTICE: 

~ ^DIRECTOR UNITED STATES BUREAU OF 


1933 


MAY 17 AM « 


| MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATS 

DAY LETTER 


15 


investigation WASHDC: 

. i 

DEAR MR HOOVER WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO WIRE ME IF MY.., 
STORY IS OK IN GENERAL AS THE AMERICAN WANTS TO RUSH IT IN 
AN EARLY EDITION STOP ALSO THE AMERICAN IS INTENSELY 
INTERESTED IN HAVING ME DO A THREE OR FOUR PART ARTICLE ON 
THE WORKINGS OF THE BUREAU UNDER YOUR SIGNATURE STOP WOULD 


YOU FEEL KINDLY TOWARD THIS STOP BEST WISHES PLEASE ANSWER 





THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH "OR CABLE 







. ' - .■ cTacs 

62 - 21526-1 2 


Ih*« Earle Ho Balchj. . 
c/o fi. P. Putnam* s Sons 
2 West 45th Street* 

Mew York Cityo . 


: 0 :% 

May 24;, 1933o 


Dear Mr 0 Salehs- ‘ 

I ha V© your letter of May V7 t 1933* concern-* . 
ing the possibility of a book dealing with cases handled by 
the United States Bureau of Investigation. 

I have advised Hr.- Murphy in response to a 
letter frbm him that I am interested in this matter and would be 
glad to have him write me in more detail concerning such a book. 


Sincerely yours 0 






G. P. PUTNAM’S SONS 
2 WEST 45TH STREET 
N EW YORK 

2 A BEDFORD STR EET, STRAN D 
LO N DO N 


Mr. Nathan .... 

L 

Mr. Tolsoo 

Mr. Edwards . 
Mr. Clegrg: 



May 17, 1933. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esq., 

Chief of the Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 

Washington, D.C. 


My dear Mr. Hoover, 



I was tremendously interested 

by the little that Charlie Murphy told me the other day about 
your work in the Department of Justice, and it seemed to me 
that there must be material for a fascinating book on the 
subject, which would not only interest the general public 
but would be desirable inasmuch as the public should know 
the degree of intelligence that is used in a government 
agency of this sort. . 


I should like very much to hear 
from you about it and see whether or not the idea interests 
you. If it does, I should be very well satisfied to have the 
actual writing done by Mr. Murplyj we have worked with him on 
several books, and I know of no better job than the one he did 
on LITTLE AMERICA on which he worked very closely with Admiral 
Byrd . However, on this point, we would natur all y follow your 
wishes. 


ALL 
HEREIN 
DATE 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 
NCLASSIFIED 



Sincerely yours, 



EHB:HF 










^ #*• PL / 




ir. Charles Jv Vi l^rphy, . - 
Post Office Bo?c 50, 
Mamaroneck, Hew York. ' 




.'6ear •' v - v 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt Of your let- 
ter of recent date concerning the^Aaerican Magazine article,' . 
ishich I received upon ny return to the ci^y 'yesterday, Hr, ‘ ; ‘ •. 

Cooper was here last week concerning the proposed .story, *. 

. • . \ 1 ad interested in the possibility of a book 

concerning the Bureau’s work and would be glad to have you or 
Mr. Balch of the Putnam Company write, me in more detail concerning 
the matter. The only obstacle which occurs to me at the present 
time with respect to your suggestion is -that we are so busy , here 
nos that I do not know just when we would have time to give the ■ 
matter. the attention which I believe it deserves, 

. - : With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours. 





recorded . 

&T '-.S 

. - INDEXED >' 

..V •*; <r ' • C 

' MAY 2 2 1933 


My. dear, Mr . Hoovery" 


- i ^ ^ - 

v . P.ol BoxHlBQ^ 1 ! .A r ipv c ^T!CAT!ON 

,• .Mam^ronecE,, N:.Y., " „ ‘ '.ti'-'u 

- April lOV l&fe&Y 20 , 1933 - A;.M. 

- •'• i '••• jusijce/. 



:jJ W ■ 

— ' ■ \. •'Av . * 


,/ - A I - ve be enY intend ing to^ write you for 

some : time , .'but forgone .j’^a son or another never-, 
got around to it* The reason, " /of c our se> - you 
have surmised, . .for <1-, understand that Courtney , s . 

. Ryley Cooper has already -been to see you# V-*' - •' 

\ , / y~* ; ?"v - ‘ / - ■ , , . , ■ . 

i //• ' • ‘ s/' IThe American didh* t' like, the- way I "/•. 
wrote the^_story . I tried to -make, , it^more a// 

/story about you and. the new method^ you have */ , i 
sint reduced in criminology ^rather. 'than a ordinary * 
feature efory^of/sensational crime/s. I nstill 
think I was^righiv However, : when they "asked ? 
me if, :I minded -if they /turned the - story^ over to. 

Copper ,^v"who N Is,/ as you know,.- asvery capable/ ~ // 
writer , ^ I/said^ I*' had ho objections, at. ai?l; •' ^ ’*• 

For I.feitv thah your splendid qrgani za tion V * ' ^ 

de served’ the public xty • * t v " - 1 ‘ , r 

/ /\ / . ilowever IMiave^, a/new proposition to *■- ■ 

J* a y y°^*. I, happened to i*unch- yesterday with' 

V* oDM ,friend>f;mine/ Earl^Bilch, . head of. - /Vr 
-G f , .and in* the , J V- 
course of asvery "general conversational happened to 
t mention "the wonder ful work you f had done . He/ */;. 

■TO.S > immediately tremendously >inte rested,/" so much 
so that hevipn from -me a'pr'omise to/ write you 
at; once and- ask you if you/ would /be interested in 
-having a book brought/out -about your work -in .the. • * 
Departments "It might be . a fine .thing i for you'd 
have rnore elbow, rooni to tell v your ' side of things, 

, especially the-^more intricate developments in . * • 
scientific criminal' research. So much bunk has been* . 
written about crime, . and. so many ^police remini sinnes 
get > by : me re ly/oh sensational, material.,- 'that . a- 0 - ' % 

c 1 e a r - c u t ' n-ar r a t iv e v .on the .progre ss- of .thoughtful 
^police- methods ^ ought to be ^refreshing and important.' 

' I do “hope you will consider i this . thing' 

r carefully,:^ and if you! wish i shall * have Mr > Balch' 
wr ^®-'y° u in greater detail# A^ain my thanks v for your, 
always- pleasing courtesy and ..my di sapppintme^nt ' that I 
was ; no,t able to. pa!y in x print, the .re s^e^rt I have always 
had for your 'work * i; 

. ' ; ' J '- V' . Charle s' 




t /r/V* 


CT«ACi - . • . HAY 22 1935 •• 

COURTHEY HYLEY COOPER '. •* 

67 PARK AVEHUE. 

HEW YORK CITY ■ ■ : - - ; , . . ■ V . / ... ' .' • : 

REGRET OHABLE CSOMJHICATE' WITH HESTER HOOVER TODAY WILL USE YOU AS SOON 
AS CAN MAKE APPOIHTM09T ' ' ; T 


TOLSON 





Class of Service 


PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

J 


This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
erred character is in- 
licated by a suitable 
ign above or preced- 
ng the address. 



nr 17 id 

iHiv 


NEWCOMB CARLTON, president 



J. C. WILLEVER.yigST CE- PRESIDENT 



SIGNS 


120 I S 


DL = Day Letter 


NM — Night Message 


NL = Night Letter 


LCO = Deferred Cable 


NLT = Cable NightLetter 


WLT = Week-End Letter 

^ r* 


on as v ehown on all 


he filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at da 

eceived at 708 14th St., N. W. Washington, D. C. 

JA405 1 1 = NEWY ORK NY 26 1026 a • 


! EDGAR HOOVER. Dl RECTOR U S BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION DEPT OF JUSTICE IVASHDCs 


I93j 


s, is STANDARD TIME. 


| MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATE 

'r v 

DAY LETTER 


DECEIVED YOUR LETTER STOP WILL BE THERE MONDAY MORN I U J ' 


EST REGARDS^ 

•COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER, i 

M L INFORMATION MNTWN® 

HEREIN is unclass 


^r 

V 


N 

'5' 

K 


Hr. N at ban 
^2*. Tolson. 
Hr.^Sdwards. _ 
Mr. 01e^g\._V^ 


.Hr 


record 

2 7 1933 


2, 


- 1 I i 


x L 


IS3SZ2L: L5- 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' MAY 26/1 1 933 p - 

DEPARTMENT CF JUSTICE 


jf~T HIE 

WESTERN UNION GIFT ORDERS ARE A PPROPRIATE FOR A^L OCC ASIONS. 


5 















J<J>HN 


EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



CT:ACS 


i i 

jpL §&* bureau of 

^Bepartraetti of Susftc* 



May 29, 1933. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 



O 

With Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, I talked this morning with 
Mr. Gates, Publicity Officer of the Department, concerning the 
desire of Mr. Cooper to prepare a series of four articles for 
the°Am eri can_ Magazin e dealing with the various functions of this 
Bureau in the law-enforcement field. Mr. Cooper explained to Mr. 
Gates in detail his plans concerning this series as described to 
you. Mr. Gates stated he thought the proposition was a very* excel- 
lent one from the standpoint of furthering interest in the activities 
of the Bureau in law-enforcement work and that he entirely approved 
of the proposed series. Mr. Cooper explained, of course, that drafts 
of the articles would be submitted to the Bureau and through the 
Bureau to him for his approval. 

Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 


All IN 


kll information contained 

5 ' 



1 






pL jH of ^nteitgatum 

pepartment of ^Justice 


625 Lafayette Bldg., 
Detroit, Mich. 

May 30, 1933. 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL. 


J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

United States Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 

In compliance with the request contained in 
your wire of May 29, 1933 , II am transmitting herewith a memo- 
randum regarding typical JKrapexine'V^nie^thods of communication 
carried on in prisons, th'si information being based on my 
experience in connection therewith. 


Respectfully, 


ROUTING^ 

siip(s) of 'h. 


APPROFRIATE AGENCIES! 

AND FN Tn OFFICES 

a^'-'ts: b routing,. 

SiIP( 

DATS 


WL-ICM 
j Enel . 




j m. LARSON, 

I Special Agent in Charge 




RECORDED 

& 




JUN 3 - 1933 


BU nc ' ll OF INVESTIGATION 

JUN 2 1933 A- M - 

Dh ^ ^ i i* p * h i uf justice 




-\*\ 


r r. 


I 



■I ■ 


■ 

Detroit, Michigan. 
May 30, 1933. 


MEMORANDUM CONCERNING GRAPEVINE METHODS OF COMMUNICATION IN PRISON: 


I. Methods, used by prisoners communicating among themselves within the 
walls of an institution. 

A. Contacting each other during recreation hour each day when the 
majority of prisoners come together in the recreation yard. 
Usually the prisoners engaged in clerical and other types of 
work in the Warden’s Office, the Record Room, and the Deputy 
Warden’s Office, have a different hour of recreation in the 
stockade, except Sundays, than those prisoners who are not 
serving in such capacities. These clerks, etc., of course, 
frequently come in contact with what might be termed semi- 
confidential information. They disclose same to some friend 
who tells another person, and ultimately the information reaches 
a great many prisoners. It is in this way in the majority of 
instances that prisoners in an institution frequently are pos- 
sessed with advanced information. In the event contact or com- 
munication is desired with a prisoner confined in a ward in a 
hospital, the communication can usually reach him through con-' 
tact with an orderly or a prisoner engaged in work at the 
hospital, who has an opportunity to personally see the patients 
therein. In some instances notes are passed between prisoners; 
however, this is not altogether necessary in view of the frequent 
personal meetings in the yard during recreation. 

II. Grapevine communications going from prisoners inside the walls to 
the outside world, and viceTOrsa. 

A. Friendly guards who will carry out letters to be mailed without 
first .being censored. 

B. Trusties w ho are engaged in work outside of the walls but who 
eat and sleep within the institution. They are in position to 
smuggle "out letters for prisoners for the purpose of mail- 
ing. It is a violation of the rules of the prison, of .course, 
to do this and to be caught with such a letter in his posses- 






sion would mean that the trusty would lose that status and perhaps 
good time; therefore, extreme precaution is taken in this respect. 
However, this method is frequently used. 

C. Discharged prisoners . - These individuals have an opportunity to 

carry out communications to the outside. 

D. Attorneys and friends visiting prisoners in the institution having an 
excellent opportunity of carrying out grapevine communications. 

E. Intimacy with both civilian and prison personnel in the mail room, 
who are in position to send out mail for prisoners and also allow 
them to receive communications without such matters being interfered 
with. 

F. Coming in personal contact with civilian baseball and football players, 
track teams and entertainers, who are permitted to carry on such play 
with prisoners in the institution. This offers an excellent opportunity 
to smuggle out letters and other forms of communications by prisoners 
who do not desire to have same censored by the mailing officials. In 
this respect I might illustrate one case, that of Alphonse Capone. It 
has been noted in certain newspaper articles that it is alleged that 
Capone is carrying on negotiations with his former partners in crime. 

It has also been noted that he is a player on the Atlanta Prison Base- 
ball team. Unless the matter was very closely guarded, whereby he, 
as well as all other members of the baseball teams, were thoroughly 
searched before entering and leaving the baseball ground, he would 
have a very excellent opportunity to pass pieces of communication to 
those players to be mailed by them on the outside, and thus carry on 
a medium of communication not known to the prison officials. 

G. General Visiting Day. - Persons visiting the penitentiary on these 
days are escorted throughout the institution by guards at *ich time 
the various cell blocks, and other places where prisoners are con- 
fined, are visited. Unless all of these visitors are kept under close 
observation by conscientious guards they would have an opportunity 

to be given pieces of communication by prisoners to be mailed the 

outside. 

H. Usually a prisoner is engaged on the telephone switchboard at the 

‘ institution, who is in position to overhear and obtain certain in- 
formation which in many instances is passed along. It is customary 
for this individual to only mingle with prisoners who are engaged in 
clerical work, etc. He perhaps is friendly and talks to the clerks 
on the Captains' desks who in turn converse with the clerk in the 
Deputy Warden’s Office. 




w* 
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I. In some instances invisible ink is used in letters sent and received by- 
prisoners. 

J. Newspapers are usually delivered to prisoners in the institution each 
day. The personal columns in newspapers are known to have, been used 
in conveying code communications to inmates. 



WM. LARSON, 

Special Agent in Charge 


WL-ICM 
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Uf*. Earle Ha Balchj, ' 
Vieo-PresMoatj - . 

C-o P« Putnao 9 s SobSj 
2 Host 45th .-Street^' ; 
' Beu, Yoxk City* 


' Jots 7 jj 1933 d 


bv'fe* ’ 


G=7' 


JUN 9 - 1933 


Dear-Ori Balciha- " -‘ ■! ,' 

' ... X have received your' letter of <fua© 2* 1933^ 
coheeagjiag thQ possibility of a booh dealing oith the activities . 
of th^^i ted States Bureau of JavestigatiohV' . :’ 


■ ■ Cue to the uausual pressure of official duties - 
here* X do sot believe that it uill be 'possible to g® ahead tilth • 
this plea at the present tine and X' could Mho to .suggest that the 
dhole matter- be held in abeyance for tho time beings X find it 
necessary to give considerable . time to paneling plans -for certain 
.consolidations end reorganisations resulting fron the aeu eeonoEy 
legislation . aEad.ua til all arrteageiaentB have been ©onsuamated along • 
these linos® I do not fed that 1 . should sseueo -any adSiMonal 
coEoitacntBo. I trust that you ©ill appreciate my attitude in this 
oattor e All;, present indications are that the unusually pressing 
demands of the Bureau dll continue, throughout thesunaer jsoaths 0 ' 


Mreeter. 



/ 


,. ; v • S 




I 


H 


G.P.JPUTNAM^S SONS 
2* WEST 4 5™ STREET 
N EW YORK 

24 BEDFORD STREET, STRAND 
LONDON 

June 2, 1955. 



Mr. Nathan. 

Mr. Toleow.. 

Mr. 

Mr. Olegs 


t 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esq., ' 
Director, 

U. S. Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



* 

j 


p 

P 




Thank you very much for your 

recent letter. I am happy indeed to hear that you think well 
of our idea of a^book on the activities of your Bureau. I saw 
Mr. Murphy yesterlay and he is very much interested and able 
to go ahead at the present time. If possible, we should like 
to have the book for publication in the autumn, and this 
would necessitate our getting at it right away. I know how 
busy you must be, but I believe that Mr. Murphy, being so 
experienced in gathering material together, would require 
rather less of your time than you suspect. As our catalogue 
is about to go to press and our salesmen will soon be leaving 
on their trips to sell our autumn books in advance, we should 
appreciate very much a prompt reply from you. 

Have you thought over at all the 
method of doing the book? Naturally, we should like to have 
your^name on it either as author "in collaboration with Charles 
J ,V.Murphy " or as co-author with him. The t'erms we have sug- 
gested to Mr. Murphy and which meet with his approval are 10$ 
of the retail price until 2500 copies have been sold, 12§$ to 
5000, and 15$ thereafter. In order to do the work this summer, 
and to cover his expenses, Mr. Murphy would have to have an 
advance against royalties of #500.00. After this amount has 
been earned, I suggest that the royalty should be equally di- 
vided between you and Mr. Murphy. 



I wonder if you have any ideas about 
a good title for the book. AMERICA* S SCOTLAND YARD struck me 
as a possible title, but it may be too obvious and too inaccurate. 
Mr. Murphy suggested THE CASE FOR THE PEOPLE. Another sugges- 
tion is C.I.D.— but I don’t think that these initials apply 
in the case of our criminal investigation. 
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Mr. Hoover 


2 


OOOOOOOOO 


0 


May I ask you again to reply as 
soon as you possibly can to this letter, because of the need 
of getting our catalogue to the printer? If these suggestions 
meet with your approval, perhaps you might even wire, to 
hasten things along. 


We are confident that we can arouse 
a great deal of interest in such a book, and it is our finn 
belief that the people of the United States should know how 
skilfully and thoroughly their interests are taken care of 
in your Department. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vice-President. 
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■torn?* 193% 


Dear Or© • Carpbys~ . ,.•*•/. ; •■;’’•• " • . . '_.... ' 

• I bxm ybor lattes? of jeae eoaccaBalas 

tao tool: reiLativa to t-h© cask of tMo Saroca cad go eaolootog. 
•fearaoith - for yens? taforcatioa a- ©spy of a cos3a£eatS®a chick 
I hew© scat to Dr© Saleh BaLctivs t© the son© cattor© 

X go corsy.that it is- sot -poiSRi&L© to go 
eh.G24 cith tfcie eetfce? ct tSa© p r©c-eat tin©, Bat X feci, ©artoia 
that you oill appreciate tk© meccano for aot &o£ag so as oat- 
liaed to Hr*. Saleh© ■ 

. ’ Hth heat rcgas&Sp X eo . 

' •■ Siaeco^y yoarSi, ' - 


CirastoFo 


I&el© $2&C&3&» 


■ ' ’ 
■* /» 


« . , r »,m-:r« 1 »\TiO^GOWMWtO 

S i s|j?.S^ 


i'i /? ,* 
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, « 5 QN 7 -. 1933 , 
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Courtaey Cooper, 

o7 Park Avenue, 

New York City. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS! 


DATE.1 
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{ Mr. _ 

‘ . *wurds^ 

a.i. (a^-.. • 


’" June 3, . 1933 
. F',. OV; Box .50 - 
, Mairift coaeck, I 
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Dear Mr . Hoover.,^''/ r 

•’...',: v --.V Jl 


that 1 Mr . Balch was delighted^ to learn that you 
ar.e interested, in having' a^boolf written .about . \ , * 
your Department, ^ and of couFse I am. 

, ' 'I had luncheon with Balch/" on Thursday 

and am : in a -better position 1 t^^expla'ifiv what hand of 
a book he would like . / Possibly he has ‘'already / 
writtehmn-d^tail, but it would’ .do no' h&rm y for ‘ . 

-.me to v repea.ti . 4 ^ . J ■' ■ ' 

' -• 1- At fir st -he .had- the idea I would write * 

the book. I thought this would be -unwise.' It - 
would^ be better, *• I- .thought/ if -it bore your < 

name/*- not only because of the^presti-ge in. -it 
for you, butyalso beVause of the ' author ity your 
rkme^ would .carry . ' - ' >; ? v . ; .. ^ 

I &m,~ ‘ however, more 'than ml ling, ■* if 
the sugge sti on\'mae t s' wi th s your favor, ^ to give 
you' all help within - my' fairer in the; ‘shaping of * 
the material, - and in as :much* of" the writing as -'Z “ 
you may^fiiid necessary. , You hav.e so rauchKma-ter^ 
accessible that there -really may not be so 
( much work as you fancy. 'In all ^events > I told 
Mr. Balch that .1 am. prepared to, go "to Washington 
(assuming; of cour se, - it meets with. your, favor) 
as' soon as- you^see the' way ' clear "to start work on 
.the book.’ Mr. Balch would like to publish/ the - 
book this fall. . It-, is possible that . it might have 
; a handsome Christmas sale/" ' . ; C 

1 ■ ’ v .-'- 1 • • -- \ ’ /■ 

f ‘ ; v * ^ For myself, I think it wouldmake a" - 

grand bookie. and if; done thoroughly^ it ought to 
offer you/ tile /satisfaction , of seeing "your , ^ / 
splendid to rk' pre served in, a parHanent , record.: . 

; . .. ' Char^^x^orfhjw y.. 


Mr. J. Edger Hoover 
Department' of - Justice 
Washington, D .C . 







dr. Courtney Coppery 

67 Park Avenue;,.. .. 4 . ■■■-' ■ v y' 
How 'Xoyk- City;' ...' ; ; 4'-v^„ ] 




:"v' : ■ tfcr doar Dr, Cooper's '•-. 





In'. rapist® •yoiir‘-' i fceldgrs).pfeiQ -inquiry addressed to/tkv . 
Toleon June 8- v/ifch reference to the -Roottcher -kidnaping ease,. X 
desire to advise that ;oa Gay' 27, 1933a Carl W 0 Pearce and Arthur . 
Hewy • IotthgbG?g , # who had conspired with Verne <Sankey> Gordo®. 
Mporh, and .others td. transport in’ interstate coimaerce and hold. 
Charles Boettcher XX s kidnaped from Ms 'hoiae in 'Psaver on February. 
12,; 1933ff wore sentenced' after their, ple^s of guilty, fcy t.ho United. 
States District Court at Denver Pearce to serve twenty-six years 
in a United States’ PeM .tdati^y end loungberg to serve .sixteen . 
years, on the kidnaping count end . sixteen years' on the conspiracy ... 
count in a United States Penitentiary 0 the sentened®-, howeypy, to. 
run: concurrent2y 0 . ..7\? V:; .>'V ■; • : - -V 7 .•■• : 



.. " ■ ; 'i3rs 0 Verne ' Sanlccy'uae surrendered by the UM ted States' 

.District Court at Donvor; to' the. State of -Oimeodta'. for trial in 
:Y. ' : that iurisdictioa for v ths .kidnaping ©f Haskell Bohn at St 0 .Paul, 

ti -v Minnesota, on <Juno jO, 1932, and the charges against Grot Sahkey >•- ; A.4 

•’ • ■ .... ’• ■ in the . Best tcher ease were, diealssodo ; '• ESrs 0 Alvina. Ruth Kohler a .iv.iy-- 

^ ’ •'another conspirator . in the Boettcher- kidnapii^T^ds^rei'eaoed by the 

C: y : jv : y United States District .Court at Denver on .'her ouu recognizance .pend- 
' . -ing the . apprehension and trial of the. chief conspirator© in the ,• 

Bdcttcher case', 'naaely , Verne Sshkey and Gordon. Alcorn, •. who -are sow -4 
¥:■■■ .-.4; tfugitivestfPOffl'- JUhticQi- Y X yM- • , : £7 



Oith' reference; to Roy Robinson, who was- apprehended in. , 

Ceinada and. extradited to St« . Paul in. connection with the Mdnaping Of • . 
Haskell Bohn, X. desire to odyiss that proaptly ; upon . the. return of 
Robinson to St© Paul', he tfadr indicted in the state deuf’ts, entered, d 
.plea of guilty 'to, the' charge of kidnaping,. .and was -Sentenced: .to. servo H • 






£&o : : 



; •■••••' ' ^he files of the Bureau fall to show that Gordon Hco&k, 

was connect^ - tbs Haskell Bohn kidnaping o . Thia Sureaa, ^ • 

conducted no Investigation in the- %sliell Boim M-dnaplsg^except .y. 
•; ia so fax- do It wad nacess&ry ’la order to obtain full and. complete • 
information concerning ' the activities of SanU^jr and the other ■ . , 
conspirators® From the inf oration available it is not believed 
• that -axe John Bps warrant t@ which you refer ip. for Gordon Moora* : 

Formal complaints charging Verne Sankey with kidnaping • 

■ have been mads both in Denver^ Colorado D and in South Bahdta..' 

- These . complaints* one of .which has now developed into en iadict- 
ment, namely* that at Denver p ; both concern the. kidnaping of Charles 
'Boettcher IS at Denver <> Ssnkey, is* of course* - wanted by the 
■ " Minnesota authorities f or the kidnaping :.©f Haskell Bohn^and J _ 

. feel quite sure .that state process has been, issued for him* although 
I have not verified tiiat facto . .. 

’ Uith expressions of ay kindest personal regards* I fi® 

y"- ; y ‘ •• '.yy .Sincerely yours 2 y -.*• • 
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.This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced- 
ing the address. 


UNION 


SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM — Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO =» Deferred Cable 
NLT = Cable Night Letter 
WLT = Week-End Letter 


j f NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER, FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT ^ —i 

The filing time as Bhown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the timeof receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 708 14th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. p ( i o - , 

NA1172 125 NL = NEWY OR K M'Y 8 , 

1 Jn y 1 JU MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

*■ _ — ~~~ “ * ’ ’ FULL-RATE 1 DAY LETTER 

CLYDE T OLSON > ASS I ST ANT DIRECTOR- _ | __ 

US BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT . OF JUSTICE 

WASHDC = - 

• DEAR CLYDE WILL YOU PLEASE WRJTE ME AS SOCN AS PCSSr.-LL i 


[ MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATE 

DAY LETTER 


AMOUNT OF THE SENTENCE -OF’ EACH INDIVIDUAL N.AMbLY A 'Til'd 

MRS VFRNE SAN.I^Y RUTH KOHLER AND CARL P I E/ ; d>E^ I 


Y Y0U|#3ER.G MRS VERNE SA^Tf RUTH K 0 1 A N D C A R L PI 
/' THE^3.0ETTCHER KIDNAPPING CASE IN DENVER STOP ALSO IF \C 

/ 103 1 Hp^N HAS BEEN TRIED IN STPAUL FOR THE BOHN KIDNAPPI 

AND ! WHAT WAS HE SENTENCED STOP AL SO IF GORDON ELKHC L 

THE BOETTCHER CASE IS THE JOHN DOE FOR WliOi.i THE WA.’. .T 

' ISSUED IN THE BOHN KIDNAPPING STOP ALSO WHETHER 17A.:A..T 
: ARE OUT BOTH FROM STPAUL AND DENVER FOR VERHE SAHKEY Si 
---^fHCPE I CAN GET THIS INFORMATION BY SATURDAY .'iC-.:.!,.. RC 
'NEED IT FOR MODUS OPERAND I COMPARISON IN THE ARTICLE l.\ 

? SC I ENC E STOP BEST WISHES TO YOU BOTH AND GOCD LUCK=' \ 

< ,1 - -- -- - - " - - * *• • ' ’ ' \ 

L- v- COURTNEY RYL EY 1-COCPEP. — _ - 7 — 

<C ■ ... ... ' 1^ ~n 1 £ l f / 


r 


RECORDED Of IK'VFSTif'-'’ 1 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED - indexed I • dUN D 1933 

HEREIN JS IjNCLASSJFIED ^ jj #Gintvl -i o.r i uf jo 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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-iNi>ijksD 


Hr* Courtney Ryley hooper j,: 
67Park Avenue s 
Eewfork City. 



. % dear Hr* Cooper 5 - 


JwtQ.lOt 193^;'yqf 



; I an returning herewith the two articles received with 
your .letter .of June ■% 1933j> entitled "Xh^vi^iggest Jail on Earth 0 
etnd^How Smart I s k Crcok? n 9 which have been approved by the appro- 
priate official of the Department in accordance with the practice 
here. • . . . '* •/ \ " •. ' ' / ' • • 

;'.T have read' these articles and believe that they will ... 
prove of such interest to the readers of Thd^Asierican Magazine . 

You will note a few niaor suggested changes in the drafts of the ; 
articles. » . • •; 

1 . With all good' Wishes,. ‘I am. 7' 


Cordially yours » 




SIXTY SEVEN’ PARK AVENUE 
N EW YORK 


^7 ^ 


' C-J 




JUN 1 3 1933 

«_«_< 7*tr 
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js ^ JOHPtljEDGAR HOOVER 
^ \ s ^ DIRECTOR 

& 3 & 


***HHC:ON 


Wi. $, Pumw of ^Intostigatmrt 

pUjrartnmtt ot Jjxx&tice 

Washington, p. (£. 

- May 2 9>>J££3mw 

JUN 2 0 1933 .•* 


Mr. 

Nkthan.... . 

Mr. 

Toleon. 

Mr. 

Edwards 

j Mr. 

Oleg*#. 


-A 


dUN IS l S3 3 *•»• 


MBIORATOM FOR THE DIRECTOR . Di . »i, I i.,cix, „r Ju . ,.(;E 


Mr. Cooper called with Mr. Tolson. During the course of the 
conference, Mr. Cooper was furnished with the following documents: 



International Exchange of Fingerprints, May .10, 1933. 

Interesting International Identifications, 1 to 7 inclusive. 

He was likewise furnished with the following Interesting Identifications: 

I. I. # 2-A - James Atkinson Smith with aliases 

1. 1. #10-A - Edward Emile Jochen 

1. 1. #14 -A - William Chowick (with chart) 

1. 1. # 1-A - Jake Fleagle, et al 

I. I. #25-A - Clarence Stephen Wendler with aliases 

I. I. #27-A - Wilbur Lee Kennedy with aliases 

I. I. #30- A - Norvin Roark with alias 

I. I. #65-A - Francis LBenedict with alias, et al 

I. I. #88-A - Abraham Frank with alias 

I. I. #139-A - Dominic A. Genski with alias 

1. 1. #133-A - Albert I. Silverberg with alias, et al, with exhibits 

1. 1. #14-0 -A - Thomas Robert Crawford, with exhibits. 

1 . 1 . #106 - Robert Patton 

He was furnished with the chart on the West Brothers Identification and the 
chart illustrating the fact that photographs are -unreliable medium of 
identification . 

He was likewise furnished with the following interesting cases: 


I.C. #70-723 — Lawrence H. "Pat" Wilson, Murder on Government 
Reservation, Fort Riley, Kansas. 

I.C. #15-1089 - Louis Fleish with aliases. Theft from Interstate 
Shipment. 

I.C. #26-26 - William Donald Mayer with alias, et al. National 
Motor Vehicle Theft Act; White Slave Traffic Act; 
(State Charges) . 

I.C. #49—90 — Economy Wholesale Grocery and Baking Company, 
National Bankruptcy Act. 

I.C. #31-20491 - William Howard, White Slave Traffic Act. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED 
D AT E _£ as. 

i ' 







£le2#31^33(K27.'^ ''Chippie!*© .-©i1& ■ -. •' 

• ''Act? ■ Intimidatloa ; or Go^nmeat . •.;.. . 

.3C»'C y-’V^<>-v42C) ': •-'■•—• Pa^iU. t^ore.s ' 'P&qrop ; 0«^ei33*ep.t , . 

x ■'■'>' '-v'/if • '-> - *••■■* Re '...;•• ?A . • ' 

■iC Cv- ; ‘^7di4-' i/RicMrcL: Gbnnerj. Euraet* bn .{^vet^^nt Rosertatioa. •• 

ilcl #70 F.62-124B9 ^ 'i&e ?ort; Sill Arson Case* ..Arson' on- Federal 
;•/, • . ^ iteaarratlfld* ?.*?.- ... ; : • v-'v. : > 

r I . 62-537.; - : Sal-£&i: with 'aliases,. Hurder on 0aya|o- Indian . 

■ *• v *. •. --'v' .i; I^serTOtion'..'-. i.' ' ~ 

^Tpr-691 -X Je^fez^an 3onbideatK> . . In dia n -, Reservat xqa » 


Pdpfaire iii- ihe ,iteAutrei2ont Csss « v - •■ - _ . 

' : i^oa. U, Ma'sen. - .Collier - Retortion. Case . 










Juno 16, 1933 

• , ( _* ”■ ,/ 



Mr* Courtney Eylsy Coopery; 
67 Park Avenue/’.’'- 



York City* 



lly dear Hr* Cooper*- 



' Responsive to the. request contained in your telegram of lost ' 
night to tllr* fol30tt, I am enclosing herewith- a nT®b,er t of additional v - . 

memoranda dealing oith cases investigated, by employees of. this Bureau 
therein the element of danger to Special Agents of the Service. pas involved* 
I trust that these cases oill supplement those already in your possession 
containing similar instances: and sill prove satisfactory for your purposes* 


■ 01th regard to’ the case ea titled /Greater . York Live Poultry •• 

Chamber of Commerces, et alp. ■ please be advised that la order to secure first- 
hand. inf oraiation relative to the purchase of poultry in the markets ia end 
about Hew York City, a special Agent who could speak and understand Yiddish 
oas assigned to this matter* This Special Agent accompanied various ohole- 
sale and retail poultry men to the poultry. markets during the Fall of 1923 
posing as a dealer interested ia the purchase of poultry and in this, manner 
secured information as to the restrictions placed by the • so-celled union oa 
the various poultry dealers* A Special Agent ale© visited the i2©t? York. 
Central Railroad piers during the first meek of November, 1928, for the pur- 
pose of determining hoo the prices of poultry were posted* Another Special 
Agent was also assigned during the Ulster of 1928 and the early, part of 1929 
to accompany poultry dealers as a dealer aad secure information relative to 
the action of the so-called protective union ia the Sen York Poultry Boa's 
Association* 


1 trust that the foregoing information oill be helpful to you and 
if you need anything additional along this line, please do not hesitate to 
call upon.oe*; \ v ’. > ^ \ . ; . . ...ij ■ 





Edward Payton, Murder on National Leper Colony Reservation-. 

John P. Carroll, with aliases, et alj. EFP? NMVTA. 

J. L. Morris, w.a? et alj Robbery of OS Mails and Interstate Express 
Roy E. Courtney, w.a.y et’ al? ; NMVTA? .WSTAj- etc. • 

Meurtin James Durkin? HMVTA? Murder of Sp. Agt. of 0. S. Bureau of Inv* 
William Howard, WSTA. . ; . /•;>, v, v )• 

The Fort Sill Arson Case. ' , ‘ 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


4 4 

^Bureau of ^ttfresitgaitmt 

^Beparimeni of ^justice 
JBIasIjutgfon, Jl. C. 


June 16, 1933. 


Re: GREATER NET/ YORK LIVE POULTRY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, et al. 


A review of the file in the above mentioned matter reveals that under date 
of August 9, 1928, Special Assistant to the Attorney General Israel B. Oseas 
reguested the Bureau to furnish an Agent who would be able to spend all of his 
time with the poultry men in the poultry markets in and about New York for the 
purpose of securing first-hand information relative to the purchase of poultry. 

Special Agent M. D. Traub was assigned to this matter because of the fact 
that Traub understood and could speak Yiddish. This Agent accompanied various 
wholesale and retail poultry men to the poultry markets during the month of 
September, 1928, posing as a dealer interested in the purchase of poultry. 
Information was secured by the Agent as to the restrictions placed by the so- 
called union on the various poultry dealers. Agent also visited the New York 
Central Railroad piers during the first week in November of 1928 for the purpose 
of determining how the prices of poultry were posted. During the time Agent was 
present at the New York Central Railroad piers it was found that the prices were 
quoted over the telephone and were undoubtedly received by one of three men, 
Jimmie Kastein, Louis Spatz and one Carl. In addition to accompanying poultry 
men making purchases. Agent Traub also attended court trial in Magistrates Court 
in Brooklyn, where 10 gangsters were on trial suspected of bombing property of a 
poultry dealer named Hazenfratz. Traub observed many gangsters, both in the 
court room and waiting outside the court room, it being very evident that the 
witnesses in this matter were intimidated. 

Following Traub in this matter. Special Agent A. Topoleski accompanied 
various poultry dealers between November 9, 1928 and January 24, 1929. Topoleski 
was assigned for the same purpose as Traub, acting as a dealer and securing 
information relative to the action of the so-called protective union in the 
New York Poultry Men’s Association. 
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PATROLS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 


, Class of Service 


This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or prece^ 
ing the address.- ^ 


Western 

UNION 


1220S 


NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT 


SIGNS 


DL = Day Letter 


NM « Night Message 


NL «=> Night Letter 


LCO = Deferred Cable 


NLT — Cable Night Letter 


WLT = Week-End Letter 


J. C. WILLEVER. first vice-president 


The filing time as shown in the date lino on full-rat© telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all m essag es, is STANDARD TIME. 

Receiv ed a t 708 14th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. jc jg 

! NA995 75 NL = MEWY0RK NY 15 | 


6 i /•. 


CLYDE TOLSONp ASSISTANT DIRECTOR UNITEDSTATES 


| MINUTES IN TRANSIT | 

FULL-RATH 

DAT LETTER 


BUREAU OF I NVEST I GAT I ON = DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASHDC= 


DEAR CLYDE I NEED BADLY THREE OR FOUR EXTRA GOOD CASES IN 
WHICH ADVENTURE FIGURES HIGHLY AND WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOU 
COULD FIND SOME WHERE THE SPECIAL AGENT IS IN DANGER STOP 
ALSO WILL YOU PLEASE WRITE ME EXACTLY HOW SPECIAL AGENT GOT 
THE DOPE IN THE POULTRY WAR HERE SEVERAL YEARS AGO STOP 


THIRD STORY IS OK EXCEPT THAT I NEED SOME MORE ADVENTURE 
FOR IT. STOP BEST REGARDS TO YOU AND MR HOOVER= 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOLER. 



THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 






'• } 'U cfei % ■ & 


June 24® 1933 o 


''■Q. > : '/ Mr« Courtney i$yley Cooper*' . 
^®COJRdei> 67 Park Avenue j -v ; : . 
f.v' Seci York. City®. 

indexed/' '' • : ; •• 


□y dear’ £3r 0 . Coopers- 


• ” I. sag returning here^itH title third article cMch you . 
have prepared for publication in the American Magazine entitled . 

\ °?urpoB9 — Adventure 0 * I . have read this article cjith'dach interest’ 
and believe that it oill prove to be most' satisfactory »’ A fee? minor 
changes have been made in the draft of the article nhlch has been 
. approved in- its entirety by the official in charge of the press 
V’? 0 l>tioaS .cork -of the Department. •• •'•..} .■”. '' 

.'•'CivBith’yboflt personal, regards, I am ; .' 

■V. ; ■ . ; v F'' .. .” : Cprciially yours, : 




Mr. ft cUiuui.- 

Mr, Tolson_.f 
Mr. Edward 

Mr. 0 less — 
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June; 23i 19^3o 


. - .' Mr. ediirtaey Syley Cooper^ 

'RECORDED^ 7 ?as& Avenue, - v v •••.; • 

, . • . ' aet; York City,, , 

INDEXED V . 


- dear Or . Coopers-* •• v. *•••;•' V.\ 

. X have your letter :of June. 20th, and am pleased to know . ... 

; th^t. the serie.? of three stories* for thfUtoericaa il&gazipe- meet : v. 
with Sr. Blossom 8 s .approval, ... % ” •• 

■ Due to the imuBuoi pressure of rork here, I do not believe 
. it will be possible for either. Mr. Tolson or rae to be in Keo fork, 
in ths near future*; X would suggest , therefore, that if possible 
• to do so, you write ae concerning the matter of tho. preparation of 
a book dealing with the work of this Bureau or that the matter be' 
held in abeyance until your return. , i . 

IS.th esprescipns of ay best regards, I am . 

■ Cordially yours,: .. 





^ 4-^ 

"** ^~-e ^ - 3 £ 

Aa. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE. 




<a ~7'® s *~-?~ 

^corded 

fe*-r~>xs 


t«^Lf /C« 



/v cf®. 




£ { 1 '*' T ^ A T } n I\J 

JUN k:o‘ 1933 A •“• 

^ i w. jwor^E 

T 7 / 











tt 




• t 

SIXTY SEVEN PARK AVENUE 
N EW YORK 




-tJ-o ^ 

J 't -> 


v/ 




A* ^ —^r 

^ j2~*JZZsCz '*»— ► — o*_ ^-c^aJ^-y *■**-*-?%> ts-ac**, 

<51— J ^ vJ jf iLM ~^ / '*^e_ 

- — ® f j r ~ m ^ K ~- < — ^ ^ — T” 

Xl_^c Y**~r^*> ^ 


>Vw— — u ^ 




DO-8 


‘OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr . E . A . Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Baughman 
Miss Beahm 
Mrs. Cleveland 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Drussel 
Mr.. Egan 
Miss Gandy 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr . Harbo 
Mr. Hottel 
Miss Laubinger 
Mr; Laughlin 
Mr. Lawler 
Mr. Lester 
Mr. Nichols 


Mr. Parsons ( ) 

Mr. Renneberger ( ) 

Mr. Schildecker - — MUNFOW; 

Mr- Sears .UCgEffl !p) v 

Mr . Q . Tamm r (fl 

Mr . Tracy UHTUlJf-fy-- 

Miss White ( )/ 

Files Section (j J) 

Personnel Files __ ( ) 


IUCLA 


BY m 




For Your Information 
Note and Return 

File 

Return with File 
Please Initial 


Mu* Carr - Please. note_I_ have retained -the 

article. The same article is in the file - 
serial 48. hcb 


it -'.- v:. ; 

W*$- 

W'--— 




>“•» *v./ ' r r ' 


m 






1 >t 1 

*' ‘ v s 




•Augastr 5-j- ,1933o 


>®V\ ' l&i Courtney Tlyley Cooper^ ^ 
1212 Fifth Avenue j ' 


Iork;.Ci^ A&S.:. >V".. 

;' . > ;•/ P . /'P . ’PP^ ' "V-p /••• PPP'/iPP 

i •/%■;[ ' .- , tip ' doitf Cou^oy?.^^';' - '; : v; . \ ' /. ■/ v->. :! 

i Mve your . l'Qtter of August 3rd^ concerning the thr'eo ^eridaa « 
• Maga&ihe articles* Bhile I feel .that credit for the- splendid .manner'. 
ia nhich these Articles' have been written, should bb given to you in-V^Vr' 
their publicati6n,TaiQ .perfectly willing to accede to tbs request of 
0r*' Blosspu ia the evmt it is felt that this would be deairiable; j froai .; 
the' standpoint of interest in the stories end for the stories to be' . ... 
carried 4s having’ been t7ritten by me* . •• ' V 


IVW 


V 


; . - • ' •'■ . y ; : Xnould like to make -a. fed minor suggestions. cohcefnihg the '. ,-;f ' , : -- 

V> V!> ‘ . >. articles*; tfeder the.'conteaplatad consolidation of investigative ageri-: ' 

' . v .cies in the Department /of Justice nhich becomes effective August 10th, . 

; ":> bo. Director of Investigations and the name of the Bureau , 

instead of being known as Bureau of/Xnveotigatianj,; will be Division of 
- . ‘ Investigation, Department ^ of J.ustihp^ : ' .;v\ ; ' 

r j. In the Story-- entitled he-j'Biggest Jail on E&rtfa 9 ^ reference is . 

• ' .m^de' on a fen occasiohs. to the siae of the fingerprint records maintained!-, 

,- -ffe^re. There are at the. present time 3^ $26, 000 fingerprint ■ records on f^lbb 
!:>.• , - Ih this particular story, it is believed that It would be desirable to. “ f 

- . pmit. the indication that- -there are no . guards to the structure on Peangy i l«| 

' • . j;'yania A ivonue- in ‘Washington where '^e^fingG^iAnts are .caihtainedo - rf . 

•; ?'«,/ In the. 'article ;; caitltled^^J Spirt, isl a Crooks, it might be .noted' \ 

. ./• •‘V’.K*; -jA ' that there are 41. foreign .cdt^^es-^^'tHtotinSr criminal- Identiflcjatidp ; 

f data wlththis organisation ratht^/iaan.35o H ; 

y? /• ■!'! ( ‘ In the article . entitledj^urpos© * Adventiire 17 , rrith roferenCe to 
, ' 1 the burning ,of Goveznm^it buiidihge on -the Fort Sill miitasy K6oervation|J 

• /•'• ’ it Is believed to be ai'SlefiMd that ref eroace to • the picbability that • ' f 

- • ' ‘ if. :: - -Aol’sh^viste might be i»dpl?5iig the incendiary' acts ohould be dteletedo - v 

X. ' \l ■ 'f -,:-r ;V ■ ' . . v. . '• /. : • ' • v A 

'' C / • It t ccn.be 6f'any,fur.idi^^ assistance to you in any nay in 'cohneV 1 ' 

tion triLth’. thii- ^matter^' please ‘feel free to'.call-upon 

■ ’ v ' -' Oitir all' good .Vlshes,..t am :. . -v ^ • ' 

">.v w : .;.9o.r(dialiy' '''yduria* .. - ■ 4 '- 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
N EW YORK 

August 3- 

My Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I received your good letter yesterday and 
I shall reply to it later in a personal letter addressed 
to your home as there is a little matter which I hope 
will he good news to you and which does not include 

any office or business matter just home folks stuff. 

Therefore, in the meantime, I am taking up a business 
matter of some hurried importance. 

Mr. Blossom is intensely eager to cut my name 
off the three articles which we did together, and I agree 
with him. He feels that the "as told by" proposition 
materially weakens them, and that , especially since there 
is such great interest in c ime detection Ail the present 
moment and in the work of your Division, that the two names 
will hamper the good work a lot. In other words, he is afraid 
a lot of people might pass them up with two names on them, 
where they could be interested in the one name which 
really counts. 

For this, there isplenty of precedent. You will note 
a story by Mr. Far&ey in the August issue. As we know, it 
was written by Beverly Smith, but the story as it stands 
is much better with one name. The same is true of practically 
all other officials of Washington, and if I may offer 
the suggestion, I think you would be bending backwards to 
feel that your name shouldn’t carry the yarn because someone 
might know you didn’t write it. After all, the information 
is yours and that is what counts. 

I am not at all eager, as a general rule, to cut my 
name off of stories, nor is the American eager to have me 
do so. But in this particular case, I do think that the 
yarns would be benefitted by carrying just your name, and 
here is hoping that you can give your consent to it. 



And here’s a freight car load of coijgratulations 
in addition to those I’ve already senJ>y6uT ^ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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VV ; - ^ &0Q. Udiecl -Me' -.oytidlo • Q$pQQ$i&Q : /lk- - ' '''■/■ 

; - SoaoaQ City- $$t& <m .t|0nday o Aufeast 7s ' lf3%. entitled > . ■ / ., ’£ ^ •, ' • V ; > 
i '••' *£*. E&goz' llobyog Has Foiled Sueic^e ©£ .Po«?e?£^t. Fc<to& V .•;••>’• V-/ - •> v 
Police? Por0©^^ and. 'X , ranted to 'flr&tQ to 'you . to. e^ysco -vd-> 

■'-to; R©; ift'. coaao§Uoa l ©ith" tbi© ; : ;a$rti« 3 lo e ' i. bollqyo that mA '’V:' A;, ...’ 
tte© ^blic&tioa“'c^ dRfos^aatioii ^ of, thi© kind ia.*eS£te^te^ r - 
%■ te?#k£3 *» GG<3ueiiiti^g.. ; ^i0 wading public -©ith'-iSio e££.v- Y-\ 

: feetivoriGDo of tii© IPsfio^ci, GoxrprAuent in dealing ■. v 

• ■; i-eidijittel- '<&mfoti , V V ’■■'• /' '••.-• ;; 
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August 7, 1933* 

\ 


Director, 

United States Bureau 
Washington, D.C. 


of Investigation, 


Slr: w attached f ttcte appealed 

^ reoent ‘ 


iy* 


Very truly yours, 




R E. VETTERLI 
Special Agent in Charge, 
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IVi^ #^li ^^tiVtt of . t he ;De pa rt me nt of \J ^stice places at the Serv- 
1 Wr ^ ^ ^ ki ^kir Ake n^W Trained; Not Only to “Get 


' 'I' he i’iir M a n$ /BuMKc;’ H v i d e n c e U?. i <$P } : i£ 4 ’ ^ ^ ; #'Mr .'" 

w-* - • ~- 

rv» o - . '. —■ •.-• i- ; - - r ^i, •.. 


**y. ' ,1-V* ^s* v ->v : • v, v . n ;.*•■>•*. v • •:•• ; • • • /. £ •. .ft,;?- 

, t ;r Thev creation ‘6ft\what^ amounts*. -to* a . na- > t tf\:, 

. tiorial police force’ lias made ‘strides since ‘the ; 
publication of ‘the informative article ^hlciiV;/ 

Vis •Here, reprinted,' in -part/ trow the American;. ^ 

" Magazine. Its subject; j.,^ Edgar Hoover, Is \.r 
.now director .of theVdi vision- of investigation,/ 

/of. the. department of. justice, ^created when, • -j 
by. the President’s, order, all, prohibition in- :* ; ■ • 
Vvestigat i ve; ” acti vit i ee,’ .. were, recently merged 
1 with the regular bureau of .investigation of, 

, which he, was the head, . thus greatly increase ' 
ing/the number of agents at Mr. Hoovers 
command.. The writer of the article. Court- 
ney .Ryleyv Cooper. was at one time police 
reporter on the" 1 staff of The Star. 

r u " ! VHE vacant iiouse w^as surrounded; on 
| J ; . the top of an' empty’ china /cabinet' ‘ 
1 / 1 : ^within that house lay a package con- 
taining $12,000 in currency. From the 
screen door flapped a piece of white cloth— 
notice to extortioners that their ransom money 
a waited' them. 

Children played about the place unaware of 
secret wiring, deftly hidden alarm signals, a 
concealed high-powered motor car in a near- 
by garage, loaded with armed men. Prospec- 
tive buyers and renters passQd through the 
door— but no moVe came from the score or 
more of riien placed at vantage points all about 
this house of mystery. At last, late - in the aft T 
ernoon, a slightly built young woman went to 
the front door of the house, found it locked, 
walked around to the rear, and, entering, 
walked to that china closet. Instantly there 
was fevered activity. 

The motor car roared from its hiding place, 
carrying armed special agents of the United 
States bureau of investigation of - the depart- 
ment of justice. Police moved forward in a 
swiftly narrowing circle. Watching agents with 
binoculars surveyed the surrounding territory 
in search of confederates— a whole great or- 
ganization of crime detection swept forward to . 
surround its quarry. 

SCIENCE SETS A TRAP. 

The sudden response to the young woman’s 
entrance was not a matter of identity none 
of the watching men had ever seen her before. 

It was a matter of signal wires and secret 
beam lights, by which the house told its own 
story of her movements. , The wires and lights 
had been installed after the extortioners had 
designated this house as the spot where $12,000 
must be deposited to save from kidnaping the 
18-year-old son and 2-year-old granddaughter 
of Joseph F. Cannon of Concord, N. C. ■ 

The young woman moved a drawer of the 
china closet so that she might stand upon it. 
Instantly a signal flashed to the waiting of- 
ficers. She raised a hand to the top of that 
cabinet— electricity .sped the word. She grasped 
the package of money: secret wires shouted the 
information. And as she stepped from the rear 
door, two well-dressed, cairn, courteous young 
men stepped forward and put her under arrest’ 
as an extortioner! 

“How silly!” she exclaimed. “All I know 
about this is that I got a letter asking me to 
come here and see if this package was on top 
.of the china closet.” ' 


the courteous young 

men. “Your name, please?” 

-I am Mrs. Sue Boyles. My husband is a 
parachute rigger out at the airpoit. 

So they got Odell Carlyle Boyles, the hus- 
bahd It was all idiotic, he insisted. But less 
than an hour later, in the headquarters of the 
bureau of investigation in Washington, a young 
man leaned forward at his desk and snapped 
dictation to his secretary. 

THE DAMNING FINGERPRINT. 

' -send 'em a wire.” he commanded, ‘‘that the 
identification records here in the bureau sho\ 
Bovle's an ex-convict— received at the Noit 
Carolina state penitentiary at Ra'c'gh. n 19-6 
to serve four years for larceny. And that tm- 
fingerprint we took from one of those extoi- 
tion letters matches' exactly with the right in- 
dex fingerprint on his identification caid. 

Then J. Edgar Hoover, the young man le- 
sDonsible for creating the nucleus of America s 
‘first real national police force, leaned back in 
-his chair, another tough case on Hs way ou ai 
the grist of the courts. But the usual fcais ; of 
a police officer concerning the courts were not 
his- the bureau of investigation undei h 
rection had achieved a record of “ > ' 1 . v ' 1 ^ tl °' 1 ^ ad 
94 per cent of the cases with which it had 

^Time was when America's Scotland Yard was 
just another arm of government investigation. 
Even today, while it forms a tren ?“^ u f bl ^ 
w ark of aid for every police department m the 
United States, the public knows little about its 
activities Or about the young man who. in 
lr« than ten years, built it from a nondescript 
orgaSon to one of the most powerful crime 
riAfprrents in the world and made it as njucn 
' feared by the un derworld as England s Scot- 

“■ -v. ■ '-'v " V .•■ . . 

land Y aird or the ' Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. 

Wherever crime rears its head in the United 
States one finds the influence of this national 
organization-.- of special/agcnts and technical 
and clerical workers, all pursuing crooks with 
* .the, tense, interest that only the. excitement of- 
. the /chase can give. Every police chief in. the 
nation depends upon this bureau and its 3Va 
million fingerprints. Criminals hate the bu- 
reau with a viciousness which only thwarted 
crime can know. 

NOT UNDER CIVIL SERVICE. 

Hoover’s bureau is the only one of its type in 
the federal government not under the civil 
service. But although, he has had many op- 
portunities to take important andi lucrative po- 
lice jobs elsewhere, he has preferred to stick 
by his post despite the precariousness of such 

I a position, especially in a change of adminis- 
trations. 

Hoover himself is a complexity. He is a 
master detective who simply does not conform 
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J. EDGAR HOOVER. ABLE HEAD OF UNCLE SAM'S 
RECENTLY COMBINED FORCES OP CRIME DETEC- 
TION, IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 


j to any picture of the average crime chaser. He 
| is about 33. dark -eyed: strong -bodied, athletic 
— he grieves because he is too old to play base- 

i 

ball any more. 

He has never been a member of any police 
force except his own, but he is looked upon as 
an expert, all over the country* He has used 
all the scientific short cuts devised for the un- 
raveling of crime, but he insists that there is. 
f only one solution to crime, and that is to get 
j your man. 

( * When agents of the bureau go to the scene 
of a crime they often carry more parapher- 
nalia than ever a dramatist dreamed of for a 
stage detective: a 6-inch magnifying glass, a 
Stillson wrench! a hammer, files, cold chisel, 
sealing wax, binoculars, handsaw, knife, note- 
book. seven or eight tubes of various colored 
powders, a camera with its own electric light,, 
so devised that a person need only aim it at 
any object and trip the shutter! Add to this; 
a steel tape measure, soft- faced rubber tape ton 
the transference of fingerprints, flashlight with 
extra battery, and other tools, and you have 
the equipment of one of the United States bu-j 
rcau of investigation men. j 

What’s tiie reason? A crime which concerns; 
the government may .happen at night or in a 
remote spot. The special agent goes there, 
often first on the ground. He need ask aid of 
no one. He doesn't have to borrow a saw from 
a neighbor, for example, to find out what is 
behind a partition, thus “tipping his mitt.** 


READY WITH THE EVIDENCE. 

And when, later, that special agent goes on 
the witness stand, he is ready for any ques- 
tion an attorney may ask— because he. him- 
self, took measurements at the scene of the 
crime: he sawed through the partition and 
discovered the hidden evidence. Or, in a mur- 
der case, he knows just where the man who 
fired the bullet stood, because he had a com- 
pass to determine the direction of the shot, 
a measuring tape to get the distance, a mag- 
nifying glass to reveal the assailant's footprints, 
and the materials by which to take impres- 
sions of them. 

And when. the man was arrested, after hav- 
ing washed his clothing to remove bloodstains, 
the special agent had tested the garments by 
means of the ultraviolet ray and discovered the 
stains, which cleansing could not eradicate. 

Mr. Hoover entered the service of the de- 
partment of justice in 1017 and became the 
head of the bureau of investigation in 1924. 
Until the latter date, this bureau had been 
merely a government bureau trying to keep up 
with expanding activities. 

Hoover studied the methods of Scotland 
Yard. He learned why the Royal Canadian 
always gets his man. He became fascinated 
with the methods of the Surete of Paris. He 
envisioned a national police force that would 
.be of tremendous aid to .state and local police 
officers, providing a central bureau for the 
identification of criminals, free assistance and 
advice- and a news agency of wanted men, 
available even to the crossroads sheriff. But, 
/beyond this, he studied the greatest of- all ob- 
stacles in dealing with crime— the problem of 
evidence. 

•• So, after his enthusiasm had pushed him 
^through all the stages of promotion in the bu- 
reau, he found himself, one day in. 1924, ac- 
cepting from Atty. Gen. Harlan F. Stone the 
.directorship of the bureau of investigation. 

•;/ ; ‘ ./special agent qualifications. 

j. He started to organize an amazing police 
: force. For' his special agents he picked men 
•between the’ ages of 25 and 35. And he required 
that every man must either have a law educa- 
tion or be an*. accountant. 

> The heed for admissible evidence was at the 
.bottom of the last two requirements.' If a law- 
yer can know what to keep from a jury, a, law- • 
yer should also know what he can;. get before' 
a jury- . The age . limits were to assure .men 
full : of; youth and fire and enthusiasm— a 24-; 
hour- a -day job awaits a man, in' the bureau of 
f investigation / /Tiie. accountants were to be 
'used -in/cases, of 'fraud f or national bank thef ts 
or bankruiitc’y. cases, where : the ordinary detec- 
/tive^ -would bef lost Syith *. both; hands in the a ir. / 

resides. his ;fkho>ylcdge of law for -accouht- 
irigfjMr.' Ho oversold me, “the agent, must dress 
:Well^deporti 'himself /well; be -a good ! talker, 
make friends easily^be able to glad-hand, if.he 
has v .to.fbu tvtat the ; same . UmeYbeiJsinccre. ' He 
•has to* know L a,*certa inf topuht.‘ , dtV^ychology. 

% V A; sp ecialia gent^must , he' everything from a 
: Qoura ge ous'^y igor ou s/,y i n ves ti gatorvf to- a draw- 

.job more for 
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. -V- ■; yV. ;/y A AAyr -iy •' .'.'^A. ; •- August ^V' '''?-;> .-: ■■•." 
/reog>b &?® yy ^.yAy^y-y ’;• : * ■■:■"■...'■:•■■ : •; '.' '. ■■••>.; 

. r 'y ,,&: r - -A ' ' EtPo Courtney Ryle£ /Cdo^iMP^''-''.’-': / '/y.-y'.-y:- ”' £'-•..•• : * • . v . *.'.'•• >*?•?" ,;■ - ■/' ’••• '->.••■• yy v 

: : 1212 rifth Avenue, V^yp/h -\vY >t y y y y > ': > 

.. 3ew Xork 0ity o , v- ■■''S-y-- . y? Ai: -Vl^\A'£\%7' ■ >,’• • : '• 

/IlpM?933 y ' ‘ 

r y. ••■; 0y dear’ Courtneys-- ■••“•;:■ y yy;yyy*- : -v ;•./ '= y ; .y 

.'•y " :.l . ' .' I have your, letter of August 8th jy Mnedl»^g\'yoQzr' Vc6n^|^^' ■/- :yy ’,' ■ • •' .. 

•’ plated .visit to the Middle Scat in connection with your plan to y>. y -Jr 
Cv;; ’ •“. • •.• write a story on the Osage country as ’ 'toe' last refuge of bandits A ’Ayy-. - ' V-. ; 

the United States. I recall our discussion of this natter and ' y 

Ayyy y \\> believe idiot yox»* idea is an excellent one and would, result inya..’ yX.;y '. '; • ' y‘ ; 
A>,/V '- \: ; ' particularly infcereefcing&rticle just at this time,. v v. . ..•> ; y. ••; ■• > y; ; > •' '•’• 

, •■ V'-' t ’ I -am.' forwarding to' you herewith a copy of. a aeniorabdutt dated v. . 

■ flovenber 6*' 1932# the .most recent write>*up of the Osage Indian case ; . ; y y .y- 

available in the Division of Investigation at the present tine. ; ; I am - ^ - 

also enclosing herewith letters of introduction to the Special Agents A . : 

in’ Charge of my offices at; Kansas City, Oklahoma Oily, Dallas,, .end San ’ ...• : , 

Antonio. These officials are thorou^ily acquainted, with the Osage - ' ; ;y 
country and with the situation there pertaining to the criminal eleaent .' :. y . ‘ 
and I believe they will, be in a position to be of nuch assistance to' yqu. 

.One of . the Agents who. corked on the Osage cases and tho is thoroughly * . .. < ! 

. acquainted with that part of the country # Special Agent Frank Snith, 'is - 

now assign^ to the Oklahoma City Pffice and I believe you oillyb© able y ' 
to secure much local background along the lines indicated by you if you; 
have the opportunity to talk with Agent Smith in detail upon the oucasioh; 

■ of your visit to Oklahoma City, y.' a .. . v ■y;yvf ’;’y '' 

, -A; "Please let.he know if I caubeidf any fhrther ’.hssIst^ca’to'Ay. 
you -in .this matter in any way. I know that you will- not want to /use the ; / 
names of indi^ viduals connected , .with this^ ^ service in your Story.-and I want 
to be of erery possible aid to you in the matter. . 'y y.. ' 

- I have noted the change made by Hr . Blossom in the title of the ■ . 

stoiy bHow Dumb is a C'- i - n ’ i- - --- --- 

j ectioh to the change. 

’.tlith ali gopd Wishes, 1 am y; - y^; 

Cordially yours. 


.Njt * ”y 

V 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


Getting 7 tlie Jump 
on Crime 


By Courtney 
Ryley 
0 Cooper 


THE vacant house was sur- 
V H rounded; on the top of an empty 
^ * china cabinet within that house 
lay a package containing $12,000 in cur- 
rency. From the screen door flapped a 
piece of white cloth — notice to extor- 
tioners that their ransom money awaited 
them. 

Children played about the place un- 
aware of secret wiring, deftly hidden 
alarm signals, a concealed high-powered 
motorcar in a near-by garage, loaded 
with armed men. Prospective buyers 
and renters passed through the door— 
but no move came from the score or 
more of men placed at vantage points all 
about this house of mystery. At last, 
late in the afternoon, a slightly built 


young woman went to the front door of 
the house, found it locked, walked 
around to the rear, and, entering, 
walked to that china closet. Instantly 
there was fevered activity. 

The motorcar roared from its hiding^ 
place, carrying armed Speciab^ggtg^gj 
the United States Bureau 

Police moved forward in a 
rowing circle. Watching ag em& l 
binoculars surveyed, the 
territory in search of confecg^t 
whole great organization of 
tection swept forward tQ 

The sudden response to 
woman’s entrance was not a 


)tL 


y- ciher v ag .nt, at a gangster’^Tuneral in 
■ the East, mingling- with killers, in order 
‘ ..-itp assure himself that the gangster whom 
'the Bureau has chased for more than a 
year is really dead. Such things ; are 
typical of the bureau's varied activities. 

Wherever crime rears its head in the 
United States one finds the influence of 
this national organization of special 
‘agents and technical and clerical work' 
') ( ers, all pursuing crooks with the tense 
^interest that only the excitement of the 
chase can give. Every police chief in the 
nation depends upon this bureau and 
its 3,500,000 fingerprints. Criminals 
hate the bureau with a viciousness 
which only thwarted crime can know. 
That Fingerprint Department has re' 

. suited too many times in a chief of 
police calling a newly arrested man from 
his cell for such a conference as this: 
“First time in trouble?" 

“Oh, yes, sir. I'm a good man, sir; 
out of work just now — had to have 
something to eat, so I — ” ■ 

“And you never were in jail before?" 
“No, sir.” 

“Never.been a fugitive from justice?” 
“Absolutely not.” 

“Then would you mind telling me 
why the police of Akron, Ohio, are hold' 
ing a charge of murder against you — for 
killing a fifteemyear'old girl?” 

Time after time it happens — simply 
because the bureau has on file the arrested 
man’s fingerprints, together with his 
previous criminal record. 

TJOOVER’S bureau is the only one of 
^ its type in the Federal Government 
not under the Civil Service. But although 
he has had many opportunities to take 
*, important and lucrative police jobs else', 
where, he has preferred to stick by his 
post despite the precariousness of such a 
position, especially in a change of ad' 
ministrations. 

Hoover himself is a complexity. He 
is a master detective who simply does 
not conform to any picture of the aver' 
age crime chaser. He is about thirty' 


eignt, aarK'eyea, strong'Doaied, atn^c 
— he grieves because he is too old to 
baseball any more. 

He has never been a member of any 
police force except his own, but he is 
looked upon as an expert all over the 
country. He has used all the scientific 
short cuts devised for the unraveling of 
crime, but he insists that there is only 
one solution to crime, and that is to get 
your man. 

When agents of the bureau go to the 
scene of a crime they 
often carry more par' 
aphemalia than ever 
a dramatist dreamed 
of for a stage detec' 
tive: a six'inch 

magnifying glass, a 
Stillson wrench, a 
hammer, files, cold 
chisel, sealing wax, 
binoculars, handsaw, 
knife, notebook, seven 
or eight tubes of va' 
rious colored powders, 
a camera with its own 
electric light, so de' 
vised that a person 
need. only aim it at 
any. object and trip 
the shutter! Add to 
this, a steel tape 



- * ■ 

If Here’s the begin- 
ning of what may be- 
^ come a national police 
force. Behind it is the 
story of a courageous . 
young man who created, 

. an army . of fighting 
detectives — detectives ~ 
who get their men . / 



measure, soft'faced* rubber tape for the 
transference of fingerprints, flashlight 
with extra battery, and other tools, and 
you have the equipment of one of the 
U. S. Bureau of Investigation men. 

What’s the reason? A crime which 
concerns the government may happen at 
night or in a remote spot. The Special 
Agent goes there, often first on the 
ground. He need ask aid of no one. He 
doesn’t have to borrow a saw from a 
neighbor, for example, to find out what 
is behind a partition, thus “tipping his 
mitt.” 

And when, later, that Special Agent 
j: goes on the witness stand, he is ready for 
t any question an attorney may ask— be^v 


cause he, himself, took measurements at 
the scene of the crime; he sawed through 
the partition and discovered the hidden 
evidence. Or, in a murder case, he 
knows just where the man who fired the 
bullet stood, because he had a compass 
to determine the direction of the shot, 
a measuring tape to get the distance, a 
magnifying glass to reveal the assailant’s' 
footprints, and the materials by which 
to take impressipns of them! And when 
the man was arrested, after having 
washed his cloth' 
ing to remove blood' 
stains, the Special 
Agent had tested the 
garments'* by means 
of the ultra'violet ray 
and discovered the 
stains, which cleansing 
could not eradicate. 

TDUT to get back, to 
the brown'eyed, 
dark'skinned man of 
the pompado.ured 
biack hair who de' 
veloped all this under 
the direction of the 
Attorney 'General" of- 
the United States. He 
entered the Service of 
the Department, of 
Justice in 1917 and 
became the head of 
the Bureau of Investigation in 1924. 
Until the latter date, this bureau had 
been merely a government bureau try' 
ing to keep up with expanding activi' 
ties. Beginning in 1908 in a small way, 
it had grown with the passage of the 
White Slave Laws in 1912, and expanded 
greatly during, the handling of alien 
cases during ..the war. .Then had come 
the added duties of investigating crimes 
involving national banks, federal bank' 
ruptcy laws, government reservations, 
antitrust 'laws, frauds against the gov' 
eminent, 'impersonation of federal of' 
ficers, theft of government - property, 
bribery of government officials, espio' 
nage, peonage or slavery, escaped federal 
prisoners, federal perjury, thefts from in' 
terstate shipments, and' the like. (Still 
wider duties involving cases of interstate 
kidnapping and interstate thefts of autO' 
mobiles were to come later.) The bureau 
was floundering in an attempt to use 
ordinary police methods and personnel 
against ;the best crook brains of the 
country. 

Before 1917 J. Edgar Hoover had 
worked as a clerk in the Library of 
Congress, as a means unto an end. Born 
in Washington, he had attended high 
school, and had decided on a law course, 
with no money to pay for it. The job in 
the Library of Congress paid $30 a 
month — plus some free advice from the 
older fellows. 

“ Listen,” one of them told him; “don’t 
break your neck around here. It won’t 
get you anywhere.” 

v . So young ( Continued on page 100) / 




| Hoover disregarded the advice, “broke his 
i neck,” studied Library of Congress work 
i as well as his law courses, and soon got a 

I raise. Then he got. another and still 

! another — he was making more than older 

! employees when he graduated from law 
j school, and quit the Library to take a job 
as a clerk in the Department of Justice. 

> He broke his neck there, too, and got 
i to be head of the Bureau of Investigation. 

But in the meantime he was studying and 
. ^wondering why certain things weren’t done 
iii police work. For one thing, he wondered 
1 why the police always seemed on the de- 
fensive. ‘The crooks, it appeared, always 
had the best of things— the fastest cars, 
j the best espionage system, ’the best lawyers 
| to defend them. And,*as*feases came into 
the' bureau, he wondered why it wouldn’t 
'* be possible to build enforce that was on 
\ the offensive — that got the jump on crooks, 
and kept it. 

At first it was only a dream. Then it 
; became an obsession. Hoover studied the 
* methods of Scotland Yard. He learned 
'•\,why the Royal Canadian always gets his 
j ? rnan. He became fascinated with the 
•V 'methods of the Surety,', of Paris. He en- 
f visioned a National police Force that 
| would be of tremendous aid to state and 
, locai police officers; providing a central 
bureau for the identification of criminals, 

I free assistance and advice, and a news 
agency of wanted men, available even to 
the crossroads sheriff. But, beyond this, 

: he studied the greatest of all obstacles in 

• dealing with crime — the problem of evi- 
dence. Why is it, he asked, that a detec- 
tive can get a man dead to rights arid still 
| fail to convict him in court? At last he 
; • solved it. Not long ago I asked him about 
i that. 

! “"VTOU see,” he explained, “I naturally 
| ^ wondered how 1 would try a case, and 

! I figured that I'd gather my evidence al- 
1 ways with an idea of presenting it in court. 

Then I realized I would do that because 1^ 
j had legal training. The answer, then, was 
I to hire men who had Been through law 
school and who knew what would get past 
a defense attorney’s objections and what 
wouldn ’t — in other words, men who could 
not only gather evidence, but admissible 
evidence.” 

! So, after Hoover’s enthusiasm had 
pushed him through all the stages of pro- 
. motion in the bureau, he found himself, 
one day in 1924, accepting from Attorney- 
I General Harlan F. Stone the directorship 
I of the Bureau of Investigation. 

He started to organize an amazing 
. police force. For his Special Agents he 
1 picked men between the ages of twenty- 
l five and thirty-five. And he required that 
every man must either have a legal educa- 
l tion or be an accountant. 

I The need for admissible evidence was at 
the bottom of the last two requirements. 

1 If a lawyer can know what to keep from a' 
jury, a lawyer should also know what he 
1 can get before a jury. The age limits were 
to assure men full of youth and fire and 
enthusiasm — a twenty-four-hour-a-day job 
awaits a man in the Bureau of Investiga- 
( .tiori. The accountants were to be used in 
cases of fraud, or national bank thefts or 


(Continued from page 25) 4 

bankruptcy cases, where the ordinary de- 
tective would be lost with both hands in 
the air. As for the incentive — 

“There isn’t any seniority rule in this 
bureau,” Hoover said. “As soon. as a man ■ 
shows he is worth the highest salary avail- 
able, he gets it. Besides his knowledge of 
law or. accounting, he must dress well, de- 
port himself well, be a good talker, make _ 
friends easily, be abie to glad-hand if he 
has to, but at the same^time be sincere. 
He has to know a certain amount of psy- 
chology. ; * h , . 

- “A Special Agent must' be everything 
from a courageous, vigorous investigator 
to a drawing-room diplomat — : and love his 
job more for the danger and romance than 
for the money.' He must be sufficiently - 
adaptable to, play the part of a. garage 
mechanic one week, a hobo the next, and 
the play-boy scion of a rich family the 
week after that. He must have patience, 
tenacity, ability to catch a criminal and , 
then convict him.” 

H OOVER developed an enthusiastic 
spirit of team play all through the 
bureau. He came to know every employee; 
every typist, every file clerk. Since he 
had occupied nearly every job himself, 
he knew exactly the problems each pre- 
sented. The organization became as 
tightly knit as a baseball team— and 
Hoover was the coach-, just as he became 
the sponsor of the real bureau baseball 
team, which won local championships. He 
was, besides, a rooter for the basketball 
team, another championship outfit, and he 
played in the various tennis matches which 
abound in' the bureau. 

The girl clerks who each day receive 
2,200 or more fingerprints which come 
from* 6,000 police officials all over the 
world; the young men who classify them; 
the typists who rush the criminal identifi- 
cations back to the senders; the messen- 
gers and office boys, the agents— all are on 
their toes, pulling together in the job of 
fighting crime. 

And always before every subordinate is 
the lure of a place on that big map which 
hangs on the Director’s wall, where push- 
pins, each with a name tag, denote the 
various Special Agents of the > bureau as 
they are moved about in accordance with 
their assignments. If the chief wants to 
know, for example, exactly where Special 
Agent No. 14 may be, he merely glances at 
that big map. A mass of push-pins is con- 
centrated at Chicago, where several Spe- 
cial Agents are now digging into the Insull 
case to determine whether the mails were 
used for purposes of fraud. A glance tells 
that No. 14 is among them. 

Some day the merest clerk in the 
bureau can be one of those agents if he de- 
sires. I recently watched one of them in 
the making. He sat beside the Director’s 
big desk. There was no fear, no toadying. 
This Boss really knew his employees, their 
problems, and their joys and sorrows. He" 
was Boss merely because he was the best 
of the gang; otherwise he was one of the 
gang.&And the Boss was saying:" 

“ I’m^certainly glad you’ve been think- 
ing about going to law school at night. 
And I’m going to tell you just what I’ve 


told the other hundred and fifty fellows in 
the bureau who are studying law. You 
make good as a clerk, stay enthusiastic, get ; 
the spirit of the thing and the determina- 
tion to go through with us. to the finish, 
and the day you graduate from law school, 
I’ll recommend you to the Attorney- 
General for appointment .as a Special 
Agent.” 

So you can see from that why the bu- 
reau is vastly like the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police in its determination to 
get its "man. And if further proof is 
needed consider this: 5,000 bureau cases 
went to trial last year. In 4,700 of them; 
the verdict was — Guilty! 

The Special Agents never stop studying 
crime. They are ceaselessly taking lesson? 
in newfangled ways of detection. One 
branch of the organization is given over to 
science — ballistics machines, newly in- 
vented lights with which one may study 
the inside of a revolver, 0 new tricks of . 
picking up fingerprints, special methods of 
molding copies of footprints in clay, 
powerful glasses for inspecting typewriting 
and handwriting. Here a group of agents 
are studying a pane of glass, newly shat- 
tered, to determine from which side a 
bullet was fired. And here is a stereoptical 
machine which throws up fingerprints on a 
big screen, to be studied by men supposedly 
already well versed in fingerprinting. But 
in the Bureau of Investigation, no educa- 
tion is ever finished. Every man works on 
the rule laid down by Hoover: “Always 
figure that the guy you’re after knows 
more than you do. Then he’ll never catch 
you asleep at the switch.” 

The Special Agents of America’s Scot- 
land Yard work hand in hand with police 
officials all over the country. Today 
17,000 police agencies cooperate with the 
bureau. 

Long ago Hoover notified the under- 
world that the bureau would stand behind 
its Special Agents as relentlessly as does 
Canada with the Royal Canadian Mounted, 
police.’ Up North, a fugitive raises his 
hands at the approach of a red coat, for a 
very good reason. He knows that jf he 
kills this officer another will- come in his 
place and another after that, and a dozerr 
after that. The first man is not an in- 
dividual — he is the whole Empire. In the 
same way, every officer of the Bureau of 
Investigation represents the full power of 
American Justice, in “getting his, man.” 

TN 1925, for instance, a Chicago gunster 
^ named Martin James Durkin, who spe- , 
cialized in automobile thievery, drove into 
a Chicago garage with a car he had stolen 
in New Mexico. Durkin considered him- 
self a pretty tough guy. He Had already 
shot and wounded three Chicago police- 
men, as well as one in California. When 
Special Agent Edward B. Shanahan of the 
Bureau of Investigation encountered him 
in the garage and attempted to arrest him, 
the gunster’s right hand swept forward;- 
there was a flash of yellow-blue flame from 
an automatic pistol, and Shanahan fell, 
dying almost instantly. Durkin shifted^ 
gears, drove his car out of the garage, and 1 
escaped. \ 

That night in Washington, J. Edgar 
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.?p Hoover flashed messages to every member 
iMf the field force under his command at 20 
-^Pey cities of the United States: 

j “Get Durkin! I don't care how long it | 
takes — get him! If you’ve got to chase him . 
,for the rest -of his life, catch Durkin and ' 

1 teach him that he can’t kill a Bureau of j 
Investigation man- and get away with it!” 
Every field office in the United States j 
took up the hunt. Durkin’s, methods were 1 
| studied — how he would pose as a buyer of j 
l .’an expensive car, order it serviced and 
* f 'filled with oil and gas for delivery the next 
t day, then burglarize the salesroom that 
night and drive the car away. Every auto- } 
[ mobile agency in the country was famil- j 
' iarized with Durkin, his looks, his actions, ; 
and his characteristics. At last a San 
Diego automobile company notified the y\ 
authorities that a car had been stolen the | 
night before under typical Durkin cir- ! 
cumstances. The chase began. 

All roads east from California were 
1 policed. Shotgun squads patrolled high- 
ways day and night. Seven days later a 
| sheriff in Pecos, Texas, stopped |a young j 
| man on the street and asked him|for proof 
J of ownership of his car, which he suspected | 

| might be the stolen machine. Hpwever, | 
the young man was persuasive; the sheriff I 
allowed him to go to his hotel to bring j 
back proof of ownership. j 

The young man didn’t return and the i 
sheriff knew he had been outwitted. He ' 
j hurried his information to the field office of 
I the U. S. Bureau of Investigation at El 
I Paso. Instantly the chase began all over 
again., Agents from El Paso set out in 
high-powered cars to comb the country in 
the remote western section of Texas. 


A FTER two days the stolen car was found , 

L abandoned, because of a broken wheel. I 
Agents checked on every rancher in* the j 
vicinity, at last to find one who had told a , 
young man, accompanied by a woman, 
how to reach the railroad at Alpine, Texas. ' 

I There the ticket agent said the pair had , 
j gone to San Antonio. The Special Agents 
I got on the long-distance telephone, and j 
the San Antonio office took up the chase. 

| The pair had checked some baggage; at 
j San Antonio the baggage checks had been 
! exchanged for, others, bound out on a 
i limited train for St. Louis. The next 
i morning, the limited stopped just outside j 
Webster Groves, Mo. Police were every- j 
i -where in the vicinity, but concealed. In- | 
1 side a drawing-room, Durkin and the girl 
! he had recently married prepared to leave j 
I the train; they soon would be in St! Louis. | 
! The doorbell buzzed. *' ’ ■ 

1 “ There’s the porter for the bags, honey,” 

| said Durkin’s wife. 1 , ! * 

| The killer opened the door, jerked back j 
I as if to reach for a gun, felt the! bump of an ■ 

‘ automatic barrel against his middle, Jand , 
V I weakly raised his hands. It-.was useless to | 
-fight; he faced the pistols of^three. Bureau j 
of^Investigation Special Agents and St. 

( • Louis police officers. Ten minutes later the 
I t murderer was handcuffed and on his way 
1 V to jail. 

\ ’ Martin James Durkin is in Joliet Peni- 

tentiary now. Meanwhile the detectives of 
our new national police force continue to 
gather fingerprints, solve murders, and 
l track down criminal gangs. And though 
the trail may lead through deserts, forests, 
or city underworlds, they pursue it relent- 
{ lesslyfto get their man. ; 
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By ’ 

j. ed<?ar hoover 

ON Pennsylvania Avenue, in 
M Washington, D. C., stands an 
' ordinary-appearing structure 

which, though it has no high walls and 
no cell blocks, is the biggest prison in the 
world. In it are more than 3,800,000 
personalities for whom death is the only 
escape. 

I said personalities, not persons. Ac- 
tually, they are only so many smudges 
on .white paper, at which intent men 
gaze through microscopes, and, from 
their observations, make cryptic marks 
upon memorandum pads. While these 
men in Washington go about their tasks, 


terror stalks the brains of hunted men. 

This is the Identification Bureau of 
the United States Division of Investi- 
gation, of which I am director. It is 
perhaps unnecessary to explain that 
these “personalities” are fingerprints. 
However, that is not a catch phrase. 
Perhaps I can illustrate: 

One spring morning in 1929 a farm 
boy near Green Bay, Wis., noticed a 
thin trail of smoke from the chimney of a 
long-abandoned farmhouse. The boy 
went closer and saw a . bearded man 
walking about the farmhouse yard. At 
home he mentioned the incident; his 
father told the sheriff. 

Shortly after that the ^sheriff looked 
in upon what was a typical hermit's 
dwelling, with improvised stove and 
furniture. The disheveled occupant 
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ILLUSTRATED BY 
WIHOLD REISS 


gave iSs name as Sam Mayo, and classi- 
fied himself merely as someone tired of 
the world. But the sheriff searched the 
house and found articles which had been 
stolen recently in Green Bay. He took 
the hermit to jail, where he was finger- 
printed. ' 

Sam Mayo admitted the thefts. All 
had been minor ones, conceived and 
executed, he insisted, wholly through 
necessity. This was his first offense; he 
swore it. The sheriff and the judge be- 
lieved his story. Sam Mayo drew a short 
sentence in the Wisconsin reformatory. 

"^OW, practically all criminal finger- 
-prints taken in the United States 
these days go immediately to Washing- 
ton, flooding in at the rate of 2,200 a day! 
Each set of fingerprints appears on a 
. card, along with photographs of the 
; criminal. One day Sam Mayo’s 
fingerprint card arrived with the 
hundreds of others. Men with micro- 
scopes were busy classifying the 
. cards, when one of them looked at 
, Sam Mayo’s, then checked^the files 
for a duplicate. Suddenly he halted 
in his search. Here was one which 
bore exactly the same fingerprint 
• classification as that of Sam Mayo. 
He jerked the card out, and com- 
pared the two. They were' the 
same— except for the name .and 
photograph. 

The man photographed on the in- 
dexed card was beardless. He wore 
the uniform of a convict. A “ Wanted" 

' sticker attached :to ; .the card shouted 
that he was .Dominic:. A. Genski, a 
fugitive from justice. .His- record • 
included . the robbery of a .little"* post-; 
office at- Alpha, Wash.;. and his arrest 
and^ sentence to the ' grim/ Federal 
Penitentiary at McNeil Island.. Thefi^v 
one : n jght, he had /.‘gone, cover/; the 
wall, and in a rowboat had'made his 
v. way across the sound J to /Tacoma,': 
Wash. There, every trace of him. had- 
been lost. 

. . But here he was again, in Sam 
Mayo, the hermit, weaving his pitiful 
tale to delude a sheriff and a judge. 

' ■ He could; not, however, escape those 
fingerprint cards, and as a result 
prison awaited him instead of a soft 
reformatory sentence. 

In fact, these days, it is becoming 
increasingly difficult for a criminal to 
stay free of the law, once his finger- 
prints have gone .to Washington. 

r THE average person thinks that 
x crooks are still identified by the 
Bertillon system of photography and 
complicated measurement. Instead, 
today, astute police depend chiefly 
on ‘fingerprints; Photographs can lie. 

A criminal can change and disguise 
his physical appearance,; but he can’t 
change his fingerprints. _ 

The most benign-appearing- crimi- 
nal. I .ever ; sa\v ,was ; a.. man named. 
-Moses - Harmon J With -long -white- 



‘ But when I kill him, I find no 
g un,” the Indian confessed 


hair and flowing white mustache and 
beard, his resemblance to the gentle 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was re- 
markable. But when he was shorn for 
prison there was revealed a face as hard 
as Vermont granite, eyes which were 
cold and remorseless, and a mouth like a 
bloodless slit in a piece of shark flesh. 
No* police officer could have recognized 
him as the poetic man of the whiskers. 
But his fingerprints didn’t change. 

When in 1924 I became Director of 
the Bureau of Investigation (which was 
recently consolidated with other bureaus 
of the United States Department of 
Justice to form the Division of Investi- 
gation), one of my first opportunities 
was the organization of this vast finger- 
print prison. 1 knew photographs could 
lie, and measurements. Then, too, there 
has never' been a coincidence in finger- 
prints, while there have been' startling 
coincidences in facial and physical' simi- 
larity. 

VCOME years ago, a colored man named 
y Will West was being measured and 
i pHotographed by a Bertillon officer at 
Leavenworth Penitentiary. The officer 
said to him: 

V You’ve been here before.” 

“No, sir,” the prisoner answered. “I 
ain’t never been in this jail-house.” 

: The officer went to his file and brought 
back* a car'd; . 

. .“Isn’t that you?” he asked. 

. > It was ;the Bertillon card- of William 
West; colored. * - ■ 



Four desperate men entered the batik, 
backed their victims against the wall 


“It sure looks like me,” said tl 
prisoner. 

“It is you,” the officer answered. 
“Listen to this.” 

He read the measurements. They 
tallied exactly. But still the new pris- 
oner protested. The officer investigated. 
Then William West, federal prisoner, 
was brought down from Cell Block 3, 
Tier 5, and made to stand beside Will 
West, federal “fish,” as convicts call a 
new man. They were identical in 
height, weight, features, hair, eyes, nose, 
mouth, length of arms, legs, chest 
measurement, thickness of thighs and , 
biceps. They were even more alike than 
the average t\yins. Yet they had never 
heard of each other before that day. 
And their fingerprints, when taken/ 
were absolutely different. 

r "PHAT case did much toward making 
Leavenworth Penitentiary a pioneer 
in discarding the Bertillon system and 
building up a fingerprint file. This was 
followed by similar action by the Inter- 
national Association of Police Chiefs, 
with the result that when the present 
Division of Investigation instituted its 
Identification Bureau, about 900,000 
fingerprints were donated from these 
two agencies. There are now more than 
3,800,000, a tremendous growth in eight 
years. 

Police chiefs everywhere, even in 
foreign countries when an American is 
concerned, depend upon the Identifica- 
tion Bureau of the Division of Investi- 
gation. They have learned that while 
facial blemishes, measurements, photo- 
graphs, and other forms of identification 
can trick them, fingerprints are sure. 

I never go into the offices of the 
Identification Bureau without a distinct 
thrill. Here are row after row of shoul- 
der-high filing cabinets, each with its 
thousands of fingerprints, and thousands 
of stories, of escape, murder, piracy on 
the high seas, cunning confidence men 
and crafty impostors, some of whom 
have achieved international notoriety. 

Many persons may remember the ex- 
citement last year over the story of an 
alleged war ace, whose memory had 
come back to him after many years. 
But few persons know that it was the 
Division of Investigation which exposed 
him. 

It began dicing the return of the men' 
in the Bonus Arfhyjo their hom^frotu 
Washington in the early autumn, of 1932. 
A detachment reached Charlotte, N. C., 
and suddenly one member apparently 
recovered from an amnesia of many 
years’ standing. He now. thought he^ 
remembered who he had been’: ' Arthur 
Courtney' Campbell, famous, member of 
the Lafayette 'Escadrille, shot down be- 
hind the German, lihes:inL19 17. 

' I immediately, newspapers in the United 
States and France" took up the story. It 
became the talk of Paris— the supposed 
body of Ar-thur Courtney Campbell .had 
been removed from its war-front grave 



He crumpled and fell; the slayers 
threw away, their guns and ran 


in 1929 and placed, with due ceremony, 
in the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
Mausoleum at St. Cloud, France. 

Then another angle entered — the pa- 
rents. For years they ; had grieved for 
their lost son. Now he had come todife. 

Or had he? The man seemed .-to,* know 
aviation ; he talked 0 of air sralds r j;and 
bombing expeditions with tKeVmanner of 
one.who had taken part in them^He^s- 
serted his eager desire . to go home. 
Meanwhile, special agents of the Divi- 
sion of Investigation at Charlotte took 
his fingerprints, at the request of a news- 
paper, and sent them to Washington. 

V\7 E-TU RNED. to fingerprint files of 
the, War Department. A day later, j 
the halo of Herbisjrti, for Clarence Stephen 
Wendler, also Lpown as. Jqmes Edwin y 
Wendler and Jim Wendler,, had faded?; 
He had never-even seen the Lafayette ■*’ 
Escadrille, haying enlisted jas an appren-'* / 
tice seaman at -Fichmond/ya.,-.inJ 929, j 
after the war was o veil JfT he c a u se of hiy 
excursion into fiction? (Perhaps a friend 
expressed it:. . ■ /* 

“Well, Jim always was pretty much 
of a hot-air. artist.* T guess he just Jailed 
over.” . . , 

There was one; real service in this 
case — that J to the parents of . Arthur 
Courtney Campbell. Perhaps if ' more 
parents thought of the cruelty : which 
can be inflicted by/^n impostor, there 
would be more^f the voluntary civil 
fingerprintinj/which is growing year by 
year. . . . ’• . ( Continued on page 94) 



Here, was the long-sougld fugitive in 
the guise of a disheveled hermit 
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^l| f Nation-wide war has been declared on 
organized crooks, kidnappers, gangsters 
Mr. Hoover is the front-line commander 
Recently appointed Director of the new Di 
vision of Investigation of the U. S. Depart 
ment of Justice, he is virtually the chief of 
a new and powerful national police force 
This is the first of a series of stirring articles 
in which he tells how his men follow- peril- 
ous trails of crime to get their man. 
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“What do you mean?”' 
The grin hardened to a 
scowl. “1 mean I’ve got 
the goods on that long' 
lost playmate of yours. 
Maybe you’ll all be in- 
terested in knowing the 
man’s a killer.” 

“ Killer? ” Reed echoed 
the word. “ You mean — 
Devon?” 

“Oh, it might be Dev- 
on. More than likely is. 

I know nothing about 
that, but I do know that 
your dear friend here left 
Wyoming after shooting 
d r awn^\] i v i d .fa C(?dose^t o\ Red’s. “Do two; .men near his ranch.” And again 
you believe me?” , ' \ : .^^ *■/■,« those eyes, charged with hate, burned 

No doubting the deadly^sincerity of into Craig’s own. 
that, ton^arkj, as Graig ; stoo^' half ex- “Maybe you ’ll 

\ _ ; jj* i j 


be denying that now? ” 

he demanded. 

Calmly; Craig shook his head. “No, I 


hilatejthe slight figure beforejiim at, or 

b I o w^Fl a her t y ,\w i t h 'a; vi si bje;e ffort a t won ’L^enWit. Why should I? 
control, gathered Himself v togetKer, ?and . ... C ^ : . 

the slbw,, surly sm{je N r^'jmi$d. \ AY was^ watching him, and at his 

“Faith, now, it’s, most "interesting to' - ' words^it wasas if something hadde- 

haye. you admit you’re capable of mur- r parted fromdier^face, and for a fleeting 
derT considering all that’s happened.”\ second a look , of pain and quick terror 
Hotly Reed answered, l’rnVperfectI>r> x seized her.\ Instinctively her eyes rose 

jnah \f> nf murrli^r Kilt I mrnn/l-.VpK; r\n m thp nf niiwAn’c 


No? Well, there’s^ a deal of talk ^Jubilantly Flaherty. was hurrying on. 
about killing Red Flaherty these days, leave the States and wan- 
he jeered. “But nobody seems"* man t der oiifeinto the. Mexican desert just to 
enough to do it.” His eyes sbughcRin|- | JoQ.k : at scenery^or cattle, either. Maybe 

~ / i /, « ■$ ^ thinks, Wyoming is too 

far, awayTfor ' us to learn 
^ 


land again. “Nobody ex 
cept you, maybe, knowing 
that sort of thing’s more 
in your line.” 

There was an unmis- 
takable threat behind the^ 
words, and Reed, still 
standing with clenched 



; what - goes 'on back v there. 
St t: ^Butiwhen he said he : came 
“ ^ ’ -. from, the . Wind River 
. * Spun try ^ I wjred .- tl.~a 
friend of mine who^runs a 
-sawmill-above'Duboisr 1 ’ — 


grew wider, and, reaching into his pock- 
et, Red shook a crumpled telegram be- 
fore Craig’s face. “Maybe you’ll deny 
this— maybe you’ll say you don’t re- 
member shooting down two men outside 
your ranch. Then you pulled out for 
here, and the very next night . after 
Thone takes you in — against my own 
judgment, mind — what happened? Ask 
Devon — ask that poor boy. And it’s 
yourself that won’t be denying it, you 
killer.” 

pLAHERTY’S rage was rising at 

Craig’s quiet demeanor, and now he 
took a threatening step forward,. f but 
Cornelius Thone raised his hand. . 

“No more of this,” he ordered, and 
instantly Flaherty quieted.. “No prob- 
lem was ever solved by emotion. .To call 
anyone a murderer is only to use. one.of 
the many meaningless words of tlfe 
world — it signifies nothing. Let us' all 
go into the library.” . , . 

He shuffled slowly down the hall, fol- 
lowed by the others. Carlotta . alone 
stood there, dark eyes fixed contem- 
platively on Ringland, and, as he made 
no move to go, she. stepped beside him 
and raised one of his sun-tanned hands 
in both of hers. For a time she gazed at 
it, then with a little sigh, dropped it at 
his side. 

“So these great hands have really 
killed a man?” Again she looked up at 
him. “Each day 1 find you more in- 
teresting, big Americano .” 

With a little squaring of the shoulders, 
Craig entered the library. There, 
ranged about the room, they stood watch- 
ing him, all except Thone himself, who 
sat behind his desk gazing at an obsid- 
ian knife whose black blade glittered 
beneath his fingers. Lost in its contem- 
plation, he turned it with almost loving 
care in the light that streamed through 
the window. 

“Magnificent,” Craig heard him say- 
ing. “An example of ripple-flaking sur- 
passing all but the finest.” He held up • 
the-weapon; adding, -“SymboRoF the 




4 This La Salle (Model 345-C) can be protected 
to 10° above zero with 1 H gals, of iveready 
Prestone at a cost of $5.17. 

This Graham (Model 58-65) can be pro- 
fleeted to zero with W gals, of Eveready 
Prestone at a cost of $5.17* 

FIND YOUR OWN CAR ON THIS CHART. if yo «r cor is not 

listed , see your dealer. He has a complete chart showing every car 
made. The amounts of Eveready Prestone required, as shown 
here, do not allow for the capacities of hot water heaters . If you 
have a hot water heater , or if you need to protect your car to any 
lower tertipcrature, down to 60° below zero, consult your dealer . 



The important thing in buying an anti-freeze is to figure cost to a definite 
protection point , not the price per gallon. See how reasonably you can get 
all-winter protection against freezing and rust ivith Eveready Prestone. 
GALLONS ©IF EVEKEAOY PKEST@NE NEE0E0 TO PROTECT T© THESE TEMPERATURES 


CAR 

MODEL 

10° 

obovo 

Zero 

io° 

below 

CAR 

MODEL 

10° 

above 

Zero 

10° 

below 

Quick 

'32-50, ’32; 33-50, ’33 

X 

1 

ix 

LaSalle 

340, ’30; 345. ’31 

IX 

2 

2X 


40, ’30; 32-60, ’32 

1 

ix 

ix 


345, ’32; 345-C, ’33 

IX 

2X 

2X 


50, 60, ’30; 33-60, ’33 

IX 

2 

2X 







8-80, 8-90, ’31; 33-80-90, ’33 

IX 1 

ix 

2 

Nash 

6-60. ’31; 960 

X 

1 

ix 


32-80, 32-90, ’32 

IX 

ix 

2 


880, ’31; 980; 1130, ’33 

1 

ix 

ix 







8-90, ’31; 990 

ix 

2 

2X 

Cadillac 

355, ’31; 370, ’32; 370-C, ’33 

IX 

2 

2X 


Std. 8, ’32; 1170, 1070, ’33 

ix 

ix 

ix 


370, ’31; 355, ’32; 355-C, ’33 

ix 

2 X 

2X 


Spec. 8, Twin Igii. *32 

ix * 

ix 

2X 


452, ’31; 452, ’32; 452-C, ’33 

ix 

2X 

2X 


Amb. 8, T win I gn. ’32 

ix 

2 

2X 

Chevrolet 

’29, ’30; Stand. ’33 

X 

1 

1 










Oldsmoblle 

F32, 6, ’32; F33, 6, ’33 

1 

IX 

ix 


’31, ’32, ’33 

X 

1 

ix 










L32; 8, ’32; L33, 8, ’33, 

IX 

IX 

ix 

Chrysler 

6, ’31; 8, ’31; 6, ’32, ’33 

1 

IX 

ix 







C.Q., C.L., ’33 

ix 

ix 

2 

Packard 

1001-2, 1003-4, ’33 

ix 

ix 

2 


Imperial Custom, ’32, ’33 

2 

2X 

3 


826, 833, ’31; Std. *32 

ix 

IX 

2 







745, ’30; 845, ’31; Del. ’32 

IX 

2X 

2X 

De Soto 

6, ’31, ’32 

1 

IX 

IX 












1005-6, ’33 

2X 

3X 

4 


8, ’31, ’32; 6 ’33 

1 

IX 

IX 






Dodge 

6. *33 

1 

ix 

IX 

Pierce- Arrow 

54, ’32; 836, ’33 

ix 

2 

2X 


8, ’33 

ix 

ix 

2 


51, 52, 53, ’32 

2X 

3X 

3X 







1236, 1242, 1247, ’33 

2X 

3X 

3X 

Essex 

’29, ’30, ’31, ’32 

IX 

ix 

2 






Terra plane 

Terr. 6. ’33 

X 

1 

IX 

Plymouth 

’31, ’32 Fltg. Power 

1 

ix 

IX 


Terr. 8, ’33 

1 

IX 

IX 


Six; De Luxe ’33 

1 

ix 

ix 

Ford 

A, ’28, ’29, ’30, ’31. ’32 

X 

1 

ix 

Pontiac 

’29, ’31; 6, ’32; 8, ’33 

1 

IX 

IX 


V-8, ’32, ’33 

IX 

2 

2X 


8, ’32 

1 X 

. 2 

2X 

Hudson 

8. ’30; 8, ’31, ’32, ’33 

IX 

ix 

ix 

Studebaker 

Diet. ’31; 82, ’33 

IX 

ix 

ix 


SS. ’33 

1 

IX 

ix 

1 


6, ’32 

X 

1 

ix 

Hupmobile 

H, U, ’30; H, ’31. ’32 

ix 

i 

2X 


Diet. 8, ’32; 6, ’33 

1 

IX 

ix 


L8, ’31, ’32; 321, ’33 

j 1' 

ix 

ix 


Coin. 8, ’32; Com. 73, *33 

1 

ix 

ix 


226, ’32; 326, ’33 

ix 

2 

• 2 H 


Pres. 8, ’32 

ix 

IX 

2X 


222, ’32; 322, ’33 

ix 

IX 

2X 


92, ’33 

IX 

2 

2X ‘ 


"£> COST OF E 


VEREAOY PRESTOWE 




gallon 
% gallon 
1 gallon ' 


$1.50 

2.22 

2.95 


1 M gallons 
1 gallons 
1 % gallons 


$3.72 

4.45 

5.17 


2 gallons • 
2*4 gallons 
21/2 gallons 


$5.90 

6.67 

7.40 


2 % gallons 
3 gallons • 
3M gallons 


$8.12 

8.85 

9.62 
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against the .wall. His thick, ungainly arms 
shot out, grabbed at Tessa, missed. The 
table went down with a splintering 
crash . . . Hymie charged. 

He was quick, but Tessa was quicker. 
Even as his hands closed around her 
throat, her arms darted out to ward him 
off, a streak of light at the end of one of 
them. With the strength of one who 
fights for preservation she struck, in- 
stinctively, at his chest. The shears tore 
his clothes, gashed his skin, glanced off. 
Tessa struck again, harder; then pushed 
him away. Hymie clawed feebly at the 
shears that pierced his ribs. Very quietly, 
he tottered backwards, brushed against a 
rack, fell into a heap of dresses. 

Tessa stood above him for a moment, 
trembling. A woman smashed a pane of 
glass and screamed out the window. 
Someone went to the telephone in the outer 
office. There was a great trampling. 

“Tell Ray Heller/' were Tessa’s last 
words before she fainted. . . . 

B ARNEY REDMOND was waiting on 
the platform when Ray’s train from 
Washington pulled into the station the 
next morning. 

“ Ray ! ” he gasped, when Heller came in 
sight. “I’ve been trying to get you — all 
last night — ” 

“What’s the trouble?” 

“Trouble ! Remember that girl — 
Tessa? ” 

Ray nodded. 

“She’s in the Tombs! She nearly mur- 
dered Goetz’s partner in the Superior work- 
room yesterday, and — ” 

Ray winced. He took off his hat and 
ran his fingers through his hair. A week of 
sleepless nights, concentrated talk, and 
hard thinking had sapped his energy and 
made his mind a little woolly. The sudden 
impact of a new situation — new ideas — 
was somewhat painful. 

“Come on!” he said sharply. “We 
can’t talk here. Porter!” 

They hustled across the station and up 
to the taxicab ramp. In a cab, Ray got the 
story by degrees. 

“You’ve seen her, then?” he asked, 
when the lawyer was through. 


’ Redmond nodded. 

“You bet. One of the girls from the 
shop came to your office yesterday with 
the news. Tessa had told them you were 
the man to see. So I beat it right down 
there as soon as I heard. I’ve seen her, and 
I’ve just about prepared a case for her.” 
“What about Billings?” 

“He isn ’t feeling so good today, but he’s 
in a hospital, and they say he’ll pull 
through. But one thing’s sure, he won ’t go 
back to the Superior Company very soon.” 
“What about the girl?” 

“ A cinch f ” said the lawyer. “ Clear case 
of self-defense.” 

“Says you?” 

“ Says me and a dozen witnesses. Every 
woman in the shop swears Billings went 
for her. I could get him up for assault.” 
“How soon can you get her tried?” 
“Tried? Why, Ray, she don’t even 
need to go to trial. With all those wit- 
nesses — ” 

Ray had a sudden idea. 

“Driver,” he said, “take us to the 
Tombs.” 

Then he turned to the lawyer. 

“Listen, Barney/’ he said in a hard, 
clipped voice. “Get this: This is a break. 
I want that girl to go to trial. I want her 
acquitted, of course, but I want her tried. 
I’m going to make a martyr out of her, and 
I’m going to put that case on the front 
page of every newspaper in the country.” 
The lawyer stared. He rubbed his hands 
together and cocked his head on one side. 
Ray laughed. 

“Think I’m crazy, Barney?” he asked. 
“Well, maybe I am. I’ve been down in 
Washington all week. I took that code 
down there that I drafted for the industry. 
The National Recovery Administration 
has reviewed the code, and is favorable, 
but — ” he paused. “We’ve got Billings 
out of the way, thanks to Tessa — and the 
Superior Company is pretty well smashed. 
But there's still Goetz — Goetz and the 
hundreds of pirates like him. They’re the 
boys we’ve got to go after. Our big job is 
to stir up public sentiment — a public in- 
dignation that will smoke these pirates out 
and drive them from business for good. 
“This girl — Tessa — she’s going to do 


that for us.' I’m going to make her name a 
household word from Maine_to Texas. 
I’m going to show up the whole rotten sys- . 
tern, and make every woman in the United 
States realize what she’s getting when she 
buys a ‘bargain’ dress.” 

r “PHE taxi pulled up outside the Tombs. 
^ Ray told the driver to wait, and then 
followed the lawyer in to the warden’s of- 
fice. It was a matter of five minutes 
before Tessa was brought out. 

She faced Ray with a smile. 

“I hoped you’d come,” she said. “But 
you don’t have to do nothing,” she added 
quickly. “I ain’t sorry.. I’d do it again, 
even.” 

“Tessa, don’t thank me,” Ray said 
gently. “And don’t worry about a thing. 
Mr. Redmond, here, will handle your de- 
fense. Your acquittal is certain, he tells 
me. There’s nothing to be afraid of. 
Do you think you could stand going to 
trial?” 

Tessa laughed. 

“Trial? Why, sure, Mr. Heller. They 
treat me good here. I slept most of the 
morning. I get fed regular. I’m better off 
then I’ve been for a long time.” 

Ray nodded. 

“You see, Tessa,” he explained, “if you 
go to trial, you’ve got a chance to help 
thousands of girls all over the country. 
Girls you don ’t hear anything about, but 
who are there, working — ” 

“Slaves,” Tessa murmured. 

“Slaves,” Ray agreed. “We — you— 
have a chance to help them. If you go to 
trial, we want everybody in the United 
States to hear your story so that they’ll 
know why these girls are slaves, and what 
ought to be done about it — ” 

“Sure,” Tessa said. 

“And, after that, when it’s all over,” 
Ray continued, “ I’ve got a nice house up 
in the country where you can go and stay/ 
You can rest all day long, and eat every- 
thing you want, and have a good time 
until you feel like going to work again. 
What do you say?” 

“Rest! Food!” Tessa said dreamily. 
“I say it’s something I can't hardly be- 
lieve, Mr. Heller. I say it sounds swell.” 


Crime Trap 

(Continued from page 66) 


There are thousands of families today 
searching in vain for missing relatives. If 
the fingerprints of these relatives had been 
on file in some central bureau, and if, dur- 
ing their wanderings, they had ever come 
in contact with the various forces of 
federal, state, and municipal endeavor, the 
long list of missing persons would be much 
shorter. 

Kidnapping is now increasing the prac- 
tice of civil-life fingerprinting. Parents all 
over the country are fingerprinting their 
children and sending the prints to our 
Identification Bureau. In this way they 
are at least sure of identification, as well as 


Our agents never start on a. case of 
criminal violence without a magnifying 
glass, dusting powders, and a specially 
constructed fingerprint camera. Such was 
the equipment of a special agent, early one 
morning several years ago, when he hurried 
from Prescott, Ariz., toward a Navaho 
Indian camp in Skull Valley. A murder 
had been reported; a part of the Division’s 
work concerns crime on government reser- 
vations. 

A Navaho squaw, early that morning, 
had gone to a brush-grown arroyo near 
camp for firewood, only to grunt with 
fright and run for camp. She had seen the 


stained iron bar, evidently used to strike 
the blows, lay near. by. Tire marks on a 
side road about twenty yards away, 
and bloodstains on the brush, indicated 
that the man had been killed in his car 
and dragged to this spot. The car had 
vanished. But for the moment the 
Special Agent’s attention was centered 
upon what the magnifying glass had re- 
vealed on that iron bar. There, plainly 
outlined in the dried stain of blood, was 
a fingerprint. 

Carefully the officer dusted the mark, to 
bring out more clearly its characteristics. 
He photographed it. Then he turned to 


authenticity on ransom notes. If there had 
been fingerprints in the Lindbergh case, for 
instance, “Jafsie” might not have .been 
hoaxed into paying out $50,000 ransom 


sprawled form of a dead man. other leads, especially the broadcasting of 

The special agent, summoned by an descriptive data on the stolen car and a 
Indian runner, went to the arroyo. The search of all garages and filling stations at 
murder victim was an aged white man , which this car 
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The 


Four BlackYears 

that put the world in the RED 
. . . revealed the soundness of 



No need to paint a picture of 
those black years. No one wants to, 
either! But, like a brilliant star shining 
through the storm clouds of that period, 
the record of life insurance stands 
out in bold, magnificent relief. 

From the sharp break in 1929, which 
marked the beginning of the depression, 
until the present time, life insurance 
has paid death benefits, matured endow- 
ments, annuities and kindred claims 
amounting to three and one-half billions 
of dollars. 

During this same period, despite 
the temporary restrictions imposed last 
spring, life insurance has paid to 
policyholders upwards of four and one- 
half billions of dollars in cash values 
and loans. 

Thus, for nearly four years life 
insurance was the sole source of 
funds for thousands of families . . . 
life insurance became living insur- 
ance . . . life insurance was able to 
pay and did pay the enormous total 


of cipht billion dollars to the stricken 

o 

and needy. 

Moreover, during those years life 
insurance was actually able to place 
two billions of dollars in new invest- 
ments for policyholders! 

ill 

And so today Provident Mutual, proud 
of its own record of strength, sound- 
ness and security throughout the black 
years of the early thirties, brings this 
earnest message to you : Protect your 
family and provide for yourself through 



life insurance. Naturally, we want 
you to invest through Provident 
Mutual, but whether through Provident 
Mutual or some other well-established, 
conservatively managed company, 
invest through life insurance! Make 
its safety, strength and security the back- 
log of your own financial program. 

*11 

Perhaps you would like to know 
how best to invest your surplus funds 
and at the same time secure positive 
insurance protection for your family. 
Just clip, fill in and mail the .coupon. 
No obligation of any kind. 


Provident Mutual Life Insurance Co. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Gentlemen: 

Please tell me more about the investment and 
protective features of life insurance for my specific 
needs. My age is 


Address - 
City 



Provident Mutual 


np Philadelphia 
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“Come to think of it,” the gas vendor 
said, “I believe I did see that car. It was 
about nine o'clock on the night you say 
this man was murdered. An Indian drove 
up in a small sedan and asked for gas. 
Said he had just bought the car that morn- 
ing; paid $450 for it: I filled him up, and 
he pulled out toward Kingman.” 

The officer, aided by other special agents 
and state police, searched Kingman in 
vain; then every side road and canyon 
leading into the town. At last, in a tree- 
filled canyon, the car ■ was found. The 
officers knew that the trail was hot and 
their quarry somewhere near. Soon they 
picked up an Indian who answered the 
description given by the filling-station 
man. At the jail, he said he was George 
Dixon Sujynamie, a Yavapai. He lived in 
Prescott, he said. Again and again he 
denied his guilt. At last the special agent 
interrupted. Out of the various things 
taken from the Indian’s pockets, the 
special agent had selected a tobacco can. 

“ Look here, Sujynamie,” he said. “ After 
you killed Cavell, you were- nervous, 
weren’t you? You needed something to 
brace you up. So you took out your to- 
bacco can and rolled a cigarette. Remem- 
ber that?” 

The Yavapai denied it. 

Then the special agent took his finger- 
prints; with these he compared the photo- 
graph of the print from the iron bar and a 
bloody print he found on the tobacco can. 
All of them matched. 

The Yavapai had turned his face toward 
the wall. Now he straightened, and raised 
his head for a moment. His fists doubled. 
Then, slowly, he began to beat upon the 
wall, while a wailing cry came from his 
bloodless lips. It was the death chant of 
the Yavapais — 

“ Tutju pi nevako—” 

- Silently the special agents waited. At 
last the drumbeat . ceased. .Sujynamie 
turned. He stood straight, with folded 
arms, and began to speak, as if reciting by ■ 
rote: 

“1 have been in love with Navaho girl. . 
The Chief would not let me marry her — 
me Yavapai, her Navaho. So I make plan 
to kill her, kill them. 1 think old man who 
drive car has pistol. So 1 make plan to kill 
him and get pistol, then drive out to Skull 
Valley, kill girl, kill Navahos who not let ■ 
me marry her, kill myself. . 

“But when I kill him, I find no gun. I 
drive to Skull Valley— girl and Navaho 
chiefs gone to other camps. Now Great 
. White Father arrest me,. Sujynamie testify 
himself guilty. Sujynamie ready to die.” 

One morning about six months later, 
at Fort Whipple reservation, the death 
chant of the Yavapai sounded again. 
Sujynamie was ascending the scaffold. 

J N ANOTHER case fingerprints not only 
caught two men for an old murder, but' 
convicted them of a new one. This was 
the case of Albert I. Silverberg and John 
Newman, gangsters. 

On a hot evening in July last year, Abie 
Loeb, of the underworld, sat in an auto- 
mobile on a St. Paul street, while his 
friend, A1 Gordon, a dope peddler, went 
into a drug store to make a minor purchase. 
Two men walked to the store. 

- “Hey, All” one of them shouted. “Come 
here a minute.” 

— Thf dope pfddlpr abetted Rut hr 


enemies; he whirled and tried to run. Two 
guns spit fire; he crumpled and fell, while 
Loeb, terrified, leaped from the car and 
strove to escape down an alley. The mur- 
derers followed, shooting as they went; 
soon Loeb was only a sprawl at the base of 
a telephone pole. The slayers threw away 
their guns and ran. 

The police worked fast. The murderers 
had hardly gained their breath and begun a 
sauntering walk away from the neighbor- 
hood before a detective stopped them for 
questioning. He didn ’t like their answers, 
and took them in for investigation- — and 
fingerprinting. Air mail carried the prints 
to Washington, where the men with mi- 
croscopes catalogued the loops and whorls 
and lines, then searched the file cases for 
counterparts. Then to the St. Paul police 
was telegraphed this information: 

"Fingerprint classifications of Joe. 
Schaefer and George Young, held by you 
for investigation into murder, correspond 
exactly with classifications of John New- 
man and Albert Silverberg, wanted by 
Elizabeth, N. J., police for .murder of John 
Finiello. Have notified New Jersey 
officials.” 

A LONG search had ended. Two years 
before, while Finiello, a prohibition 
agent, had been directing a raid on a New 
Jersey brewery, a gang of men had run 
into the building. Someone had shouted: 
“There’s Finiello. Let him have it!” 
Guns had barked; Finiello had sagged to 
thelfloor, dead. Time passed. Someone in 
the underworld squealed. John Newman 
and Albert Silverberg had been indicted 
for the murder. But that had been an end 
to it — search had been useless. Finger- 
prints, photographs, descriptions, posters, 
“Wanted” notices, distributed over the 
entire' country, had brought no word of 
them. Now-they were in custody-: And not 
for one murder, but for three. 

One of the guns which they had thrown 
away after the Gordon and Loeb murders, 
had been found to possess one fingerprint. 
It, too, was sent to Washington. Experts 
in our Identification Bureau matched it 
with a print of Silverberg’s. After a two 
weeks’ trial, Newfnan and Silverberg were 
sentenced to life imprisonment at hard 
labor in Stillwater Penitentiary. The trial 
had hinged almost completely on that one 
fingerprint, found on a pistol barrel. 

Occasionally a fingerprint will end a 
search that has been in progress for years, 
by proving that a wanted crook is dead. 
An example of this was in the notorious 
Irene Schroeder case of several years ago. 
Irene was one of the first of the so-called 
bobbed-haired bandits. With a man 
named Glenn Dague and her brother, 
Thomas Crawford, she had left a trail of 
banditry, robbery, and murder across 
America, including the killing of a state 
police officer and a sheriff. At last she and 
Glenn Dague were captured in the wilds of 
the Pima Indian Reservation in Arizona. 
They had been trailed by Indian trackers, 
airplanes, men on horseback, and even 
bloodhounds. But Thomas Crawford still 
remained at liberty. He had left them 
shortly after the first murder. Irene 
Schroeder, on her capture, said he had been 
killed in a fight with a policeman. 

The Pennsylvania, police, to. whom she 
had been returned, did not believe it. 
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“ Wanted ” circulars, one ot which was sent 
to the United States Division of Investi- 
gation. The search went on/Vainly.\ 

In January of this year, four years after 
the murder, two robbers backed against 
the wall of a building in Cape Girardeau, 
Mo., where they had been storing the loot 
from a robbery at Morehouse, Mo. Both 
were drunk. Vaguely they realized that 
police had them cornered. 

“Shoot it out!” said one thickly. 

Guns were raised; trigger fingers tensed; 
red-yellow fire streaked from pistol bar- 
rels. Instantly the.guns of the police an- 
swered; the two robbers fell dead. 

Apparently they were merely two 
drunken thieves, brave through booze. 
Efforts to identify them were vain. Then, 
one day, our Identification Bureau received 
two sets of fingerprints from Missouri 
police. They were marked: 

“ Unknown No. 1 and Unknown No. 2, 
killed in battle with police officers, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo., January 3, 1933.” 

The prints were turned over to one 
of our experts. Unknown No. 1 was 
checked. His only record was that of 
vagrancy. The expert bent above the 
finger-marks of Unknown No. 2. At last, 
after a search of the files, he turned to 
a fellow worker. 

“Say,” he asked, “they executed Irene 
Schroeder and Glenn Dague, didn’t 
they?” 

“ Yes, a couple of years ago. The third 
member of the gang got away.” 

“No, he didn’t,” answered the first ex- 
pert, and tossed over the fingerprint card 
of Unknown No. 2. It was matched with 
another from the files — that of Thomas 
Crawford. 

Just how much money that identifica- 
tion saved in the search for Crawford can- 
not, of course, be estimated. The same is 
true of the savings brought about by 
exposure of fake claims for War Risk insur- 
ance; the Identification Bureau has deter- 
mined time after time that men claimed to 
be dead were very much alive — one was 
not only living, but in jail. We even found 
one case where a-man entered the army 
under an assumed name, dropped that 
name on the date of his discharge, and 
then applied for war insurance as the 
beneficiary, stating that the insured had 
been missing seven years and was therefore 
legally dead. 

C RIMINALS get into strange places. 

When, four years ago, the United States 
Civil Service Commission began to route the 
fingerprints of applicants through our 
Identification Bureau, among the first 
were the prints of a man wanted for mur- 
der! It was found that 1 man in every 13 
who applied for government jobs that 
year had some sort of criminal record. 
The next year, the average dropped to 1 in 
14, the crimes ranging from disorderly 
conduct to bigamy, counterfeiting, arson, 
burglary, and murder. Then, evidently, 
the word began to get around. The next 
year, the average dropped to 1 criminal in 
every 22, while last year only 1 applicant 
in 70 had a criminal record. 

Perhaps the strangest and most melo- 
dramatic of all fingerprint cards in our files 
is one bearing the picture and prints of a 
man named Jake Fleagle. 

A band of four desperat 


.X *■ 

A motorcar purred at the curb. They 
wanted niQi^ey, and punctuated their de- 
mands with leveled revolvers. 

Backing their victims against the wall, 
they entered the teller’s cage, gathered up 
about $200,000, and started to leave. But 
the aged president, A. N. Parrish, had not 
been cowed. 

An old revolver was in his desk. He 
lunged for it and shot at the gang, striking 
one of the men in the jaw. Instantly the 
heavy guns of the invaders bellowed death 
at him; he literally died on his feet! Then, 
as the banker’s son rushed to his father’s 
aid, they shot him down also, and whirled 
to the assistant cashier, Everett Kessinger, 
and to E. A. Lungren, teller. 

‘‘Come along with us!” they roared, 
and, with their guns as prods, pushed them 
into the car. 

Pursuit was almost immediate. When 
the sheriff had come within range, the 
teller was shoved half out of the car— any 
stray bullet would kill him. When this did 
not halt the chase, the bandits coolly 
stopped their car, got out, put Kessinger in 
front of them for a shield, and began to fire 
at the sheriff. At last a rifle bullet tore up 
the hood of the officer’s car, breaking the 
spark-plugs. 

“That stops him,” one bandit shouted. 
The teller was released. The bandits hur- 
ried on, into Kansas, taking Kessinger 
with them. 

TATE that night, in Dighton, Kans., Dr. 

W. W. Weininger answered a ring at 
his doorbell. A man stood there, plainly 
nervous. His brother had been kicked in the 
jaw by a mule, he said. Would the doctor 
aid him? They got in the doctor’s car and 
drove away. The doctor did not return. 
Days later, the sheriff of Prowers County, 
Colo., peering over the side of an airplane, 
discovered the body of Dr. Weininger, 
riddled with shotgun bullets; lying at the. 
bottom of a ravine. His car had been 
pushed over the hill and upon his body. 
He had treated the wounded bandit and 
had been killed for the sake of secrecy. 
Kessinger, the assistant cashier, had also 
been killed by the bandits. 

R. S. Terwilliger, fingerprint expert from 
Garden City, Kans., arrived and searched 
the doctor’s car. It had been wiped with 
ah oiled rag to eradicate evidence. But 
Terwilliger was persistent. At last, on the 
rear window, he found a “latent,” as a 
single fingerprint is called. He dusted it, 
photographed it, and sent it to the Identi- 
fication Bureau. That helped little — it is 
impossible to tell from a single print what 
the ten fingerprints of a man may be. 

Nevertheless, the entire Identification 
Bureau went to work on it. The print was 
magnified on a screen by stereopticon. 
Day after day the experts studied it, 
memorizing every line and loop and whorl. 

A year passed. Working on physical 
description, the police of Lamar and Colo- 
rado Springs brought back an ex-convict 
from Kansas City, another from Okla- 
homa, a third from St. Louis, and a gang- 
^ster^from New York. They were all 
identified by witnesses -of the robbery. 
Hanging was almost a certainty. 

Then, one day, in the course of the day’s 
work,- there came to the Identification 
Bureau a fingerprint card from the sheriff’s 
office at Stockton, Calif. A man named 
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YOUR HOME 
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Superfex oil-burning Heat- 
Director stove gives you new 
comfort and convenience . . . 

Here’s a new kind of stove for heating. It makes 
stove heating clean and convenient, does away 
with handling dirty fuels and constant tending 
of ashes. Superfex Heat* Director stove burns 
low-priced fuel oil' in a vaporizing burner. 
Superfex does away with sudden changes in 
temperature in your home. Clean, healthful, 
uniform heat is always at your instant command, 
at a turn of the handy control valve. 

You can choose the kind of heat, the volume of 
heat, the direction of heat at any time. Gentle, 
circulating heat to maintain a steady comfort- 
able temperature during the night or in mild 
weather; quick, radiating heat when you want 
to warm-up the place in a hurry ; directed radiant 
heat when you want the heat rays to strike and 
warm the floor or other surface. 

Shutter- like heat projectors on each of three 
sides may be opened independently at any 
desired* angle, to direct the radiant heat 
rays. With projectors closed and top damper 
slide open, the Superfex operates as a circu- 
lating cabinet heater. The fuel reservoir is 
removable for filling. 

See the new Heat-Director at your dealer’s. 
Choose clean, convenient Superfex heat 
for your home, store or office. 


SUPERFEX 




PRODUCT OF PERFECTION STOVE CO. 



HEATING STOVES 


( %ua£/p. 
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Glowing Warmth 
for Cold Corners 

Chase chills from cold spots 
anywhere in the house with 
a portable Perfection 
'heater. Firelight models 
have transparent globes of 
;• Pyrex brand glass. Others, alt 
' metal in choice of finishes. 
Prices as low as S5.50(slightly 
'.higher in t-^e South, the 
‘far West and in Canada). 

P F P F F cAa n N 



PERFECTION STOVE COMPANY 

7700-C Platt Ave., Cleveland, O. 

Please send me additional Infor- 
mation about : 

□ SUPERFEX Heating Stoves 

□ PERFECTION Portable Kerosene Room Heaters 

Name 
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Makes 

Dull 

Cars 

Look 


And It's Surprising 
how Quickly and 
. Easily 


After you Simoniz your car you’ll be 
delighted how beautiful and new it 
looks. And as it stays bright and 
beautiful month after month you’ll 
certainly agree with the millions of 
motorists who say, “There’s nothing 
like Simoniz and Simoniz Kleener for 
keeping cars beautiful!” . 

/ 

It’s amazingly easy to Simoniz a 
car. You’ll enjoy doing it yourself. 
The wonderful Simoniz Kleener re- 
stores all the original lustre in just a 
few easy strokes. There’s no hard rub- 
bing. Then applying Simoniz takes 
only a few moments. 

Simoniz protects the- finish in all 
weather, makes it last longer and 
keeps the colors from 
fading. That’s why 
- every car needs Si- 
moniz to stay beauti- 
ful. Insist on Simoniz 
and Simoniz Kleener. 
Nothing takes their 
place. At hardware 
and accessory stores 
everywhere. 



and had freed himself by a plausible story. 
The sheriff had merely sent his finger- 
prints to Washington as a matter of course. 

As a matter of course they were classified 
and the records searched. Out came a card 
bearing the name of Jake Fleagle, ex-con- 
vict 6,591, Oklahoma Penitentiary, 1916. 
In routine manner, the fingerprint expert 
began his final check, to be sure that 
William Harrison Holden and Jake Fleagle 
were the same man. 

B UT as he worked he had a queer feeling 
that there was something familiar about 
the prints. He went over them again— he 
felt uncertainty, nervousness, as if he were 
making a mistake. He checked and re- 
checked. Then suddenly the smudges on 
the paper beneath his microscope ceased to 
be such. There was murder in those lines 
and whorls, the flame of pistol fire, a 
white-haired old man standing alone 
against a bandit gang, firing shot for shot 
until barking guns had mowed him down. 
The expert whirled from his microscope 
and, while other workers stared after him, 
ran wildly for the photograph of the latent 
print found on Dr. Weininger’s car. He 
examined it again. It matched with the 
prints on the cards. This was a member of 
the Lamar bandit gang! 

That changed the entire case. Four men 
had been identified and were under arrest. 
But here — someone was innocent.. The 
wires sang, carrying amazement to Digh- 
ton, Kans. The Fleagle family had a 
homestead near there; members of the 
family still lived on it, a bare place, un- 
productive, sun-baked. But when the 
banks in the vicinity were checked they re- 
vealed heavy deposits, especially for Jake 
Fleagle and his brother, Ralph. 


f , 


A posse was formed. It encircled the 
ramshackle ranch and surrounded^ the 
weather-beaten old house. The father, 
mother, and two other brothers were ar- 
rested. Questioning yielded a lead which 
led to the arrest of Ralph in Kankakee, 
111. Further questioning of him revealed a 
streak of yellow. Yes, he’d tell. He’d tell 
everything, hang his own brother, hang 
the rest of the members of his gang, if only 
he could save his own neck. 

He could only be promised a plea for 
leniency by the district attorney — he 
grabbed at that. The result was the arrest 
of two men known as Howard L. Royston 
and George J. Abshier in California and 
Colorado, and a' chase for Jake Fleagle 
which ended only when he was shot down 
by an officer in Branson, Mo., while. re- 
sisting arrest. 

The four men awaiting trial were freed; 
for once in their criminal careers they were 
innocent. As for the rest: 

I have often wondered whether George 
J. Abshier and Howard L. Royston and the 
lank, craven Ralph Fleagle paused to think 
of our Identification Bureau as they stood 
on the gallows waiting for the trap to be 
sprung. 

Hoiv smart is a crook? Mr. Hoover an- 
swers the question in another article in an 
early issue. It is a story racing with excit- 
ing adventures of the men cit the spear 
point of the governments war on crime. 
He tells how Al Capone's childish attempt 
to “ play sick ” put him behind the bars ; 
how a telephone call led to the undoing of 
Gaston B. Means and his friend, “ The 
Fox;" how government detectives set their 
traps for the u one weak spot ” in a crim- 
inal's armor. 


He Could Take It 

(Continued from page 55) 


up, and you’ye .never seen it.- And I’ll 
wager you’ve; never heard of that game 
from your father; have ybu?” 

Young Cameron , drew” a ‘big. breath. 
“No,” he said. “By Jove,* I never, knew a 
thing about it. All I knew .y/as that he’d 
made the team his last year.” 

“Well, that’s the way it was,” ; said 
Strong. “So long,” he said. He reached 
out his hand. “I don’t want to keep you 
from your swim.” 

When Cam- had left he sat in his roadster 
a long moment, uncertain. It was too late 
now for tennis, but there was still time for 
the swim. Only, somehow, that was not 
what he wanted to do. He did not know 
what he wanted to do. What Strong had 
told him had had a queer effect. He felt 
all warm and. tender inside him toward his 
father. He had not felt like that since- he 
was a little boy — when the governor would 
take him swimming. When had it stopped, 
that feeling which had now come back? 
He didn’t know. He started the engine, 
dawdled along, then suddenly knew what 
he wanted to do. 

“I’ll go to the office,” he decided,' “and 
if the old Toy isn’t gone. I’ll drive him 
home with ine, by Jove!” 

It was a but late — a bit after officer-clos- 
ing time — when he drew up to the Kings- 
berry Tower, but his father’s limousine was 
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Stark, the chauffeur. Cameron flew out of 
his car and caught the limousine before it 
was well under way. 

“Father still up there?” ■ he asked of 
Stark. 

Stark nodded. “He’s sending me away. 
Said he’d be back late, on the train.” 

'Cameron shot up the thirty-two floors 
to his father’s offices. A charwoman was 
coming out of them, bucket, mop, and all. 
“Father there?” 

“He said he didn’t want his office cleaned 
up tonight,” said the charwoman de- 
fensively. “Said he’d work late.” 

C AMERON went through the outer 
offices and stormed in gayly upon his 
father. The paterfamilias was at his desk, ‘ 
bent low over it, his grizzled head inclined. 
What was. he doing? On the desk, large, 
heavy envelopes lay, sealed but as yet un- 
addressed, and there was a slight odor of 
melted wax in the air. 

“Hello, Governor!” Cameron cried 
crisply, and the governor turned swiftly in 
the swivel chair. “The poor old guy!” 
thought Cameron. “He’s been working 
too hard. He looks all in!” / 

He didn’t seem to. be all -there, the 
governor. He loqked like a man come out of 
a black tunnel too suddenly into the light. 
“You’d think I was a gliv>st, the way he’s 











i 





Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr , Hoover : 



Qa ,, 1 a * reading your articles on Crime 

as they appear In The°America„ Magazine. They are 
hot only entertaining but most educational. 

Of ^ , , Y 0 u and the Department deserve a lot 

«im” W ° rk that 15 b9in S done *° suppress 


j • . Ma y 1 add my best Wishes for your con-' 

f““ d 9 ? 0095s 1" building the Division of Investigation 
into a bigger and better organisation. sxigation 

Very truly yours, 

"^ 4 ,. 

tfED:HES Wm . Earl 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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bureau of ^n&esitgaftott 

^Bepacimeni of justice 
302 Federal Building 


Butte, Montana, November 22, 19^ 


|MVIr. Nathan. 
< Mr. 'Kolson .. 
Mr.^Cieeff. 



'Mr, ifciwa. cis | 

Biza t \ 

Mr, uffhes.^rrrTT I \ 


Director , 

Division of Investigation, 

U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C # 
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Initial Attention of Mr. Hoover 


Dear Sir: 

I am transmitting herewith clippings 
from the Butte papers of last night and this morning^ 
in regard to the article in th^American Magazine. 

Felt they might be of interest to the Director. 

The article is one of the best I have 
ever seen and I am glad the press here has taken notice 
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SKIDMORE LSTED AS 
I DANGEROUS CRIMINAL : 
IN MAGAZINE ARTICLE; 


C. C.^Skidmore, alias Earl De- 
c astro J;Mayer, well known to Butte 
police and local department of jus- 
tice officials, is listed as one of the 
cleverest and most dangerous crim- 
! inals in the country by the United 
States department- of justice, an ar- 
ticle appearing in the December 
American magazine, and written by 
J. Edgar Hoover, head of the United 
States bureau of investigation, says. 

Skidmore, who is now serving a 
life sentence in the Washington 
state penitentiary as an habitual 
i .criminal, was arrested here several 
, times together with his. mother, 
Mrs. M. E. French, known to police 
here as “Shoe Box Annie.” She is 
serving 10 years’. imprisonment ini 
Washington on car theft charges. ) 

The article features' the fact that 1 
a good investigator never gives up i 
and that the department is still en- . 
gaged in a search for Mrs. Ernest j 
LaCasse, Butte woman missing 13 ! 
years, as well as Ole Larson of Ana- j 
conda, missing nearly as long. Both ! 
were said to have last been seen in ; 
company with Skidmore and his 
mother and no trace of either has ' 
been found since. Articles belong- 1 
ing to both of the missing persons : 
were later found in Skidmore's pos- 
session. But Skidmore could not be 
tried for murder because the corpus 
delicti could not be found in either 
case. Officers are also looking for 
Eugene Bassett, Maryland salesman 
who disappeared after dickering 
with Skidmore for the sale of his 
car. Bassett’s car was later found' 
in Skidmore’s possession and it was 
as a result of that find that Skid- 
more was tried as an habitual crim- 
inal and convicted. D. HADickason J 
in charge of the local department of 1 
justice office and generally ac- ! 
corded as knowing more of the 1 
Skidmore history anS cases than ! 
any man living, was one the 1 
principal witnesses against Skid- 
[ more and his mother. Qatte 
* 7 ivv " ’ 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

V DIRECTOR 


WHDL:RCL 


Mr. Nathan.. 
Tolson... 

Jlfttstmt of (Jiln&esltgatton r. Edwards . 

P* Pcparfancnt of SJitsiire j4r. Hushes... 

PTasljmghnt, p. <£. ^Nll Mr ' Qulnn - 

j| Mr. Lester . 
Mr. Locke.. 

November 18, 1933 | 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIREC TOR yo-o 



There is attached a copy of the American Magazine for 
December, 1933- At Page 36 is an article under your signature 
entitled, "How Wise is a CROOK.?." 


There are several minor inaccuracies in this article which 
might redound to the detriment of the Division. 


For instance, at the bottom of Column 1 of Page 37 the 
article reads: "One night our special agents and police surrounded 

a nouse in Sioux City, Iowa. There they arrested an escaped Federal 
prisoner named Charles W. Drake. ..." 

As a matter of fact, I.C. 26-31682 entitled Roy E. Courtney 
with aliases. National Motor Vehicle Theft Act and other violations ' 
specifically states that this particular capture was made by the Sioux 
City Police Department and that a Special Agent simply accompanied 
them. Almost a page is devoted to the cooperation of the Sioux City 
police in this case and their work is spoken of in most comolimentary 
terms, .[t is believed that should this Police Department happen to 
read this article and notice this particular reference, they* would re- 
sent the language used and might take the attitude that credit which 
was due them was being claimed t>y the Division’. 


the writer * s frank opinion that articles of this nature 
dealing vdth specific crimes should not bear your signature, but rather 
that of the feature writer who prepared them in order to prevent adverse 
criticism which might otherwise result. 


ALL information CONTAINED 

1«K fSmtk 


Respectfully, 




22 1933 a. a. 

• o: J’..o FiCE 

FILE 
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719 Miokle Street, 
Camden, N. J. 
December 29, 1933. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Division of Investigation, 
U. S. Department of Justice 
■Washington , D . C . 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


Mi INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

L ■»_ / _ 


DATE 


lit BY 


I wish to thank you for the 
booklets and memoranda concerning the work and 
activities of the Division of Investigation, 

U. S. Department of Justice. They were read with 
much interest. 



Wishing you .and the Department 
a very successful New Year, I am 


WEDjHES 



Sincerely yours. 




£)ATE_£ 
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Outsmarting despera- 
does, kidnappers and gang- 
sters is all in a day’s work for 
special agents of the U. S. Di- 
vision of Investigation. Here* 
their chief tells another inside 
story of stirring moments in 
the government’s war on crime. 


By J. EDGAR 
HOOVER 
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THERE seems to be a deeply 
rj rooted impression that all crooks 
/ i=Ly possess genius. 

The truth is that, no matter how smart 
a criminal may be, sooner or later he 
will do something dumb. That’s when 
we get him. 

Regarding crooks in general, there’s a 
lot of misplaced hero worship, which 
brings up the name of A1 Capone. 
Theoretically, he is the super-genius of 


American crime. His reign. was in 
a day when he had assistance on 
every side — politics, money, 
thirsty people willing to cover up 
_for him in order to get their booze, and a 
great part of the foreign population of 
a big city to give him aid and informa- 
tion. 

It fell to the United States Bureau 
of Investigation (now the Division of 
Investigation) to take one of the first 
steps which led to A1 Capone’s descent 
from the throne. He had been called as 
a witness in a prohibition case before 
Federal Judge James H. Wilkerson, in 
Chicago. However, his attorneys sub- 


mitted an affidavit by a physician of 
Miami, Fla., stating, that Capone was 
recuperating from bronchial pneumonia 
and that a trip to Chicago would en- 
danger his life. 

Special agents of the bureau began to 
check Capone’s illness. They found that 
a part of his treatment for bronchial 
pneumonia was to go frequently to the 
Hialeah Race Track and the Miami 
Jockey Club. Another specific was sea- 
plane trips between Miami and Bimini, 
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curb so that she could see it. He made 
promises of wealth, good clothes, happi- 
ness, if she would run away with him. 
Hackneyed stuff, of course, but it had 
worked before. 

This girl, however, did not respond. 
The beggar changed his game. His 
chauffeur was handsome and young; he 
was delighted to make love to the girl. 

.This was much more successful. There 
was a strictly proper wooing, even to ob- 
taining the mother’s consent. Then, on 
the wedding day, the beggar offered his 
car to drive the newly married couple to 
Scranton. Of course he accompanied 
them. 

TLTOWEVER,. there was only a ghastly 
^ A pause at Scranton — long enough for 
the beggar to hand his chauffeur a $50 
bill, and for the chauffeur to tell his new 
wife that she now belonged to the legless 
beggar. She protested. She tried to 
fight her way out of the car. It was use- 
less. They took her to Rochester, N. Y., 
where she was placed in white slavery. 

After two weeks, she escaped and 
hitch-hiked' to her home in Philadelphia. 
No complaint was made to the authori- 
ties — for fear of publicity. 

But the two men still desired her. 
After three weeks, they abducted her, 
and traveled as far as Bridgeton, N. J., 
before her struggles and screams forced 
them to change their minds. They re- 
turned her to Philadelphia, left her at her 
home, and turned to a search for more 
amenable victims. 

• *To complicate matters, however, the 
chauffeur had fallen in love with the girl. 
Time passed. He attempted to see her — 


and failed. The girl believed that 
her' marriage had been a fake; she 
met a man she' loved and became his 
wife without investigating the va- 
lidity of her wedding to the chauf- 
feur. Then he, wild with jealousy, 

•' did an amazingly dumb thing. He 
filed criminal charges against his 
■ child wife, accusing her of bigamy! 

T TNTIL this time, -it !m ust be re- 
^ membered, not a hint of wrong- 
doing had reached any police agency. 
The girl had remained silent, and 
her parents Had been equally silent, 
to shield her. Now she had been 
placed in a position where she was. 
forced to tell her story to keep out 
of jail. So she told. 

It is part of bur job to hunt 
down white-slavers. We went after 
the two men, j blit they, had left 
P h i fa d e 1 p h i a. H o we y er, ' i t i s * riot 
difficult to* trace ■ a -legless beggar; de- 
tectives 6f : the Rochester, N. Y., police 
force' picked up the legless one as he . 
whimpered His pleas to a carnival crowd. ' 
Near by stood a sleek- automobile, vyith' 
a chauffeur" in livery’. In the car, petting 
the - big chow- dog, was a new victim in 
the, .making, a fifteen-year-old girl. . On 
November 4, . 1931, ; the two men were 
sentenced to prison. . 

Here was a case^which literally fell 
into our lap. Most! of them present a 
different story. All too often,! relatives, 
friends, acquaintances, and sometimes 
the actual witnesses to a crime seem to 
unite against agencies of the law. Just 
why a citizen shouts so loudly against 
lawlessness and at the first opportunity 
becomes an actual aid to crime, is hard 
to understand. He objects to serving on 
a jury, wriggles out of testifying, and 
often deliberately evades telling' the 
truth when a plain statement would aid 
officers in making a capture. 

In our files is the actual case of an 
otherwise honest tailor who falsified his 
records and then perjured himself on the 
witness stand in an effort to save a crook 
from jail. In the end he, too, was sen- 
tenced. The only reason he could give 
for his action was that the crook had 
bought several suits from him and “al- 
ways seemed to be a nice fellow.” 

So it is that an efficient law enforce- 
ment officer always hopes for outside 
aid— but depends mostly on his own en- 
deavors. He tells himself that the crim- 
inal will have all the breaks until one 
goes the other way. 

How does an investigator look for a 


man? The popular idea is that he merely 
sends out photographs and descriptions 
of the wanted man’ to various ‘police 
departments. The facts are va'stly differ- , 
ent.\4He learns, if possible, every occupa- 
tion’the fugitive has ever followed. He 
finds out .what clubs he has belonged 
to. He gets .the man’s family history,' 
even to the addresses of distant cousins. : 
He gains knowledge of his associates, his 
likes and dislikes in reading, in amuse- 
ment, in food, in athletics. He investi- 
gates any criminal history. He checks 
on the persons to whom the fugitive has 
been in the habit of writing. He is-aH. 
ways alert for the names of women 
friends. He interviews tradesmen. He 
inquires about the wanted man’s pref- 
erences regarding automobiles, cloth- 
ing, hats, shoes, cigars. He talks to bell 
boys and clerks at the hotels where the 
fugitive has stayed. He inquires about 
previous places of residence, and checks 
acquaintances, friends, and' hangouts ni 
that neighborhood. -The* wanted man’s 
pastimes are checked; he may be a dev- 
otee of billiards, for instance, or may 
never miss a night at the movies. * 

rTOOD investigators nevergive up, no 
matter how many difficulties they 
may face. The case of William Donald 
Mayer is an example of that: Mayer was; 
the son of a woman known' as ‘.‘ Shoebox. 
Annie”. French. Still. a young man when 
his. criminal career ended, he- had spent 
time in jails in California, Washington, 
Montana, Colorado, Kansas, Idaho, and 
Utah. On six occasions persons who 
were seen in his company mysteriously 
vanished. Three times officers found 
property of these missing persons either 
in Mayer’s possession or in that of 
“Shoebox Annie.” But not once could 
he ever be brought to trial for murder. 

It was not possible to find the body of 
the supposedly murdered person. 

One disappearance was in Anaconda, 
Mont. Ole Larsen, a partner of Mayer’s 
in some oil stock deals, went with him to 
the Mayer home. Several days later, 
“Shoebox Annie” cashed a $750 check 
of Larsen’s. Larsen himself never ap- 
peared again, nor could a trace be found 
of his body. 

Later, Mayer went to Seattle. He had 
a specific reason. Years before, he had 
been sent to the Montana penitentiary 
for stealing an automobile, and he be- 
lieved that a former woman acquaint- 
ance had been the one to tell the police. 
So he found her in Seattle and induced 
her to return (Continued on - page 80) 



fads, to look after his booze^police surrounded a house in Sioux City, 
metimes too, as a toijp, h^fc)wa. There they arrested an escaped 
!£een these points by steamship^^ederal prisoner named Charles W. 
p ,he was supposedly sickest, he Drake. Only one individual, as far as 

criminal records go, he was nevertheless 


ned in the office of the county 
of Dade County, Florida, and 
r ed quite healthy. 

a result, Capone was convicted of 
^ ^ contempt of court and drew a six 
months’ sentence, which he is now serv- 
ing concurrently with his sentence for. 
income tax evasion. 

A ten-year-old child could' not have 
made a more dumb attempt to evade 
the law. It was Capone’s “assistance” 
which kept him out of trouble in Chicago. 
Somebody always stands ready to help a 
crook — someone who will yield to bribe 
money, someone who hates the law, or 
someone who does it just because he is 
asked. Among the cases handled by 


a wagonful. He was Charles W. Drake, 
Chuck Drake, Michael O’Connor, Mike 
O’Conner, Louis B. Jennings, Edgar M. 
Burns, Mike Cunningham, Mike Court- 
ney, Mike Kinney, Mike Martin, Mike 
O’Connell, Louis B. Jannings, Mike 
Parella, Bill Brickell, and Jack Blazier. 
Yet he wasn’t any of these, for he was 
really Roy Courtney, a man of much 
action and imagination. His law-break- 
ing career included everything from the 
white slave traffic to three jailbreaks, 
burglary, robbery, and manslaughter. 

He, too, had done the one dumb trick. 
He had tried to see a woman of his fancy. 
This in spite of the fact that he knew the 
police had questioned her.' But she had 
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The last time he was seen 
alive he was in the company 
of the son of “ Shoebox 
Annie ” 


this bureau involving murders on gov- 
ernment reservations, are numerous in- 
stances where persons gave alibis for the 
prisoner — merely because he asked 
them to say he had “been at their 
house all night.” 

A LAW officer starts on a case with 
*** everything against him. Yet it is my 
belief that most criminals are punished. 
Crime is habit-forming — often police 
fail to find a man for the simple reason 
that he is serving time somewhere else 
under an alias. One arrest may mean a 
dozen crime solutions. For instance: 
One night our spcscial agents and 


been released and it never entered Roy 
Courtney’s head that shadows had fol- 
lowed her, certain that she would lead 
them to the criminal they wanted. 

When good investigators get on the 
trail of a fugitive there can be no relax- 
ation of vigilance, either for the hunter 
or the hunted. If the hunter slows 
down, he misses his “break,” and if 
the hunted fails to cover every safe- 
guard— i 

One day the body of a dead man 
floated down a stream near Fort Riley, 
Kans.,, where some soldiers were swim- 
ming. They retrieved the corpse; it was 
that of: Private Joseph Thomas, , Troop 
F., 13th Cavalry. Three bullets had 
killed him! This was murder on a 
government reservation. Special agents 


bureau of Investigation were 

■ he-job. 

/ere not difficult. *■ Lawrence 
“ Pat” Wilson, a bootlegger, had been 
jealous of Thomas, and was missing. So 
was a woman who was the object of 
jealousy. The chase began. 

Our officers received a tip that Wilson 
and the woman would spend Christmas 
Eve with friends in Kansas City. But 
on Christmas Eve, when they surrounded 
the house, neither the friends nor the 
fugitives appeared. A special agent 
yawned. 

“Guess I’ll find out what became of 
them,” he said. He sauntered to a drug 
store, near by, and when he returned 
announced : 

“They’ll be right over.” 

Ten minutes later the murderer and his 
woman companion walked into the trap. 

As for the special agent’s occult in- 
formation, he had merely followed a 
rule which calls for a check on everybody 
who could possibly know anything about 
the case. In trailing the friends, he had 
found they often went to an aunt’s 
house. So he had telephoned in friendly 
fashion and asked if “the folks were 
there.” . 

“No, they just left for home,” had 
been the innocent answer, and thus a 
murderer was caught. 

C^NE break is all a good criminal in- 
vestigator needs, but sometimes it 
takes years for it to come: Most good 
investigators make their own breaks. But 
sometimes a crook will literally lock the 
penitentiary doors on himself when 
officials have not even known that a 
crime has been committed. 

Such was true in the case of the leg- 
less beggar. His beat was Market 
Street, in Philadelphia, where he slouched 
against a building, pitifully holding 
aloft a few pencils. Passers-by were 
generous. The faithfulness of a beauti- 
ful chow dog which sat beside him 
helped to create sympathy. There might 
have been less if those same passers-by 
had known that this dog was an adjunct 
not only of begging but of white slavery. 
E ut only the legless man and his con- 
federates knew that. One of them was 
the chauffeur of his big automobile. 
After hours, the beggar devoted his 
time to swelling the Missing Persons 
list by delivering fifteen- and sixteen- 
year-old girls to houses of ill fame for 
which he acted as field agent. 

One day in 1930 a new victim ap- 
peared. The attraction, of course, was 
the dog — the fifteen-year-old girl stopped 
to pet the animal, and the legless man 
immediately became ingratiating. 'He 
learned that the girl was poor, sym- 
pathetic, and lonely. She felt sorry for 
him. She stopped often to talk; at last 
they became great friends. 

Then the beggar began his work. He 
confessed to her that he was rich and 
that he had an automobile and a chauf- 
feur. He even had the car driven to the 
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Washington number had also been called 
on the same day from a different pay sta- 
tion. We got a description of the man who 
/Had done the phoning. It matched that of 
/“The Fox.” We traced the Washington 
call and found it had gone to a relative of 
Norman T. Whitaker, a disbarred attorney 
and a friend of Means. We laid Whitaker’s 
picture before Mrs. McLean. 

“That’s the man,” she said. 

A short time ago Whitaker was sentenced 
with Means for the hoax. ' He had made 
one telephone call too many. 

r I "HAT sort of thing is usually “the tip” 
which good officers mention in answer 
to queries as to how a criminal has been 
caught after a long chase. Two men were 
arrested in Kansas City, Mo., on such a 
tip. Their names were Francis L. Keating 
and Thomas Holden, train robbers, jail 
breakers, gangsters, and desperadoes. 

They had been sent to Leavenworth 
Penitentiary to serve twenty-five years for 
robbing a railway postal car near Chicago^ 
in 1926. Their attack had -been swift, 
their v guns menacing. Two postal clerks - 
had; held - up their hands. The men had 
tossed ou'r a mail sack containing $135,000, 
none ofwhich was ever -recovered. 

.^In f He frenitentiary, Keating and Holden 
-pass and .made a - 

y^afiBulent. duplicate. Then they walked 
^put qLthe;pemteritiary. I mmediately they 
1 tame ^Within r ;the'province of the United ~ 
States Bureau of Investigation! whose 
duties include tracking down^ escaj^eid * 
Federal prisoners. Searching for -Keating 
and Holden, special agents became race- 
track habitues, alleged gangsters, .under- 
world characters, without result.. ^ 

Meanwhile, Leavenworth Penitentiary 


flared into one of the most horrible jail- 
breaks in its history. Guns and ammuni- 
tion were smuggled into it, concealed in a 
barrel of paste to be used in the peni- 
tentiary shoe factory. Armed with these 
weapons, seven of the prison’s most des- 
perate convicts compelled the prison 
warden to turn over the keys of the prison, 
and carried him out as a hostage. 

A battle between prisoners and guards 
followed. The warden was seriously 
wounded, shot down by the escaping 
desperadoes. Three of the convicts were 
killed. The rest were recaptured. An in- 
vestigation followed. At last it was as- 
certained that the guns had been shipped 
into the prison by Holden and Keating. 

Every man in the bureau was now 
actively concerned with the capture of 
Keating and Holden. Special agents ap- 
parently dropped out of service; they were 
never seen in Bureau of Investigation of- 
; fices. Good reason; they were living in the 
^underworld, mingling with petty crooks, 
..bootleggers, ex -convicts. 

The underworld; grapevine works in 
-devious , ways. Shreds of information, 
gathered by special agents, began to come 
in slowljj— a bit gathered from some ex- 
convict ’in San.Fraricisco, the boastings of a 
1 petty^thief in;St. Louis, dilating upon the 
big^shots of ffiis. acquaintance, the casual 
conversation, of a dive-keeper in Chicago. 


gineered into talking about Keating and 
Holden, and had mentioned one of their 
peculiarities. Our search narrowed. 

We cared no more for the underworld. 
Bureau agents who had been playing the 
part of human derelicts suddenly snapped 
into youthful enjoyment of life. In St. 
Paul, Minneapolis, Omaha, Chicago, St. 
Louis, and a dozen other cities special 
agents developed new personalities and a 
new environment. One afternoon in Kan- 
. sas City — 

An expensive automobile stood in the 
driveway of an exclusive country club. In 
it were richly gowned women, chatting 
pleasantly. Two men, stylishly dressed, 
came from the clubhouse, waved to the 
women, and started forward. 

They never reached their “molls.” The 
police closed in, with drawn revolvers. 
Trapped, unarmed, Francis Keating and 
Thomas JHolden, general all-round despera- 
does, weakly raised their arms in surrender. 

Perhaps I haven’t made clear the exact 
import of that “hot tip.” It was the fact 
that Francis Keating and Thomas Holden 
were addicts to a daily game of golf! 

SOME of the best actors are not 
on the stage. In the x guise of a 
hobo, a government special agent ex- 
posed a daring plbtto bum an army post \ 
in Oklahoma., Another officer, posing as 




kept under surveillance. Twice the special* ; v. 
agents] thought they had. their men; once ^ his man .by ..fiddling- a ..tune on a 
at White Bear. Lake, Minn., again in St.- VIoIin - : In~ah<^her article in: an v . early 
Paul: Both times they arrived t6b late.^ ... issue Mr^Hoover' tells of thrilling^ roles 
Then from out of the underworld came a> ( played, by- fiis : men— ^fteri ’.at. the risk of 
hot tip. The informer had not meant' St: as their liyes^invthe’ .govemrherit^rbund-' 
a tip. He ha^Jmerely been -skillfully eh- up <rf 
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to Anaconda with him. She entered his 
house there ’and was never seen again. No 
evidence of the disposal of a body could be 
found. But the officials did find jewelry, 
baggage, furs, and even underwear belong- 
ing to the missing woman. There was suf-' 
ficient evidence to prosecute for murder, 
except for one^ thing: No one could prove 
that a murder had been committed. Shoe- 
box Annie and her son left Anaconda, but 
the police did not forget them. 

r T'HEY selected Pocatello, Idaho, as a 
home. From there Mayer went into 
Utah and stole an automobile. The police 
caught him as he was taking it home, and, 
when he tried to escape from the patrol 
wagon, they shot him twice in the arm, 
later recapturing him, huddled in the 
garage of his home. Then a detective of 
the Pocatello police department dropped 
around to. the hospital. 

“Say, Mayer/' he announced, “they've 
found the bones of that girl you killed." 

It was only a ruse; nothing had been 
found. The man on the hospital cot turned 
white, and pleaded to be taken to Utah to 
admit the automobile theft. The detectives 
were willing; there was still no basis for a 
murder charge in spite of Mayer’s partial 
confession. The law demands a corpus 
delicti . He drew a sentence of three months 
to ten years and was paroled two years later. 
Immediately Bureau of Investigation 
agents returned him to Montana for an 
interstate car theft. Mayer, convicted of 
felony, received a fine of $25 ! 

After that, he went to Colorado, was ar- 
rested for stealing furniture, and was 
sentenced to three years in Canon City 
Penitentiary. But in little more than a 
year, he was free again. A parole board 
had decided that he was entitled to free- 
dom. However, local police waited at the 
gate to rearrest him, on a larceny charge 
from Idaho. They put Mayer in jail. It 
was Halloween, so he celebrated by sawing 
his way out, taking several other prisoners 
with him. Then the United States Bureau 


/Three persons had disappeared, un-. 
doubtedly murdered. Three others, un- 
named in my records, also were missing. 
But the only charge-that could be brought 
against Mayer and his mother was that of 
stealingfan automobile. 

“ Shoebox Annie" stood up for sen- 


(Continued from page 38) 

* 

of Investigation again entered his career. 

When he left Canon City he took two 
women with him into Idaho. White slave 
charges followed. .Mayer went to LeaVen- 
worth Penitentiary for three years, while' 
his mother, “Shoebox Annie," married r a 
seventy-two-year-old man in Seattle and 
took out life insurance on him. Evidently tence./The court sent, her to Walla Walla 
this must have worried the old man. He * Penitentiary for a maximum of ten years, 
was even more upset when the son came * Then WillianvDonald Mayer rose. Sud- 
home from prison. He fell to cooking his 
own meals. Then one morning he started 
out for wood. 

“I’ll be back at three o’clock,” he an- 
nounced. “And if you both ain’t gone by 
then, there’ll be more ruckus raised than 
you ever saw." 

It seems that Shoebox Annie talked 
in her sleep, thus revealing to the seventy- 
two-year-old husband his possible fate. 

Anyway, Annie and her son departed. 

Here has been recited the story of eleven 
years of criminal history, beginning in 
1917. It now was 1928. Sympathetic 
courts had dealt easily with Mayer. Soft- 
hearted parole boards had shortened his 
sentences. He was free again, and eager 
for action. A young naval officer, James 
Eugene Bassett, recently appointed secre- 
tary to an American admiral in Manila, 
drove to Seattle and decided to sell his car 
before leaving for the Philippines. Almost 
immediately William Donald Mayer ap- 
peared as a prospective purchaser. 


denly he blanched. 

The court had spoken, and the sentence 
was for life imprisonment, equal to the 
penalty for first degree murder in many 
states. William Donald Mayer had failed 
to remember during the excitement of the 
Bassett disappearance that he had already, 
been convicted of three felonies: one in 
Colorado and two as a result of the work 
of the Bureau of Investigation. Thus he 
could be sentenced to life, under Washing- 
ton law, as a habitual criminal. 

M Y MAIN instruction to my men, espe- 
cially to new special agents, is to 
watch for the “black spot" — the one weak 
spot in a suspect’s armor. It usually works. 
It worked with Gaston B: Means, who is 
about as slippery an individual as ever 
tangled with the law, and whose education 
was enhanced by a brief service, many 
years ago, as a special agent of the .De- 
partment of Justice. He knows not only 
^ the crook’s side, but the detective’s as well. 
“If you’ll drive out to my aunt’s house Nevertheless, when we were searching for 

with me, I’ll get you the money," said the mysterious individual called “The 

Mayer. Fox," with whose aid Means obtained 

Bassett’s body has never been found. $104,000 from Mrs. Edward B. McLean, 
But, in response to a broadcast in search \ of Washington, D. C., under the pretense 
of the missing car, a policeman in Oakland, Ythat he could restore the Lindbergh baby, 
Calif., halted a blue roadster. It con- we found The Fox through one false move 

tained “Shoebox Annie" and her son, in a series of telephone calls. \ N 

William Mayer. It also contained the / ^ We subpoenaed the record of every tele- 

1 -——I- xr i:_i — i. phone call made to Mrs. McLean and 

^Meaps. We found that someone had tele- 
phoned both Means and Mrs. McLean on 
the same day from Durham, N. C. Agents 
went there, checked the Durham tele- 
phone records, and found that another 


naval officer’s wrist watch, cuff links, and jj 
pocketbook; also a rifle and silencer, a gas : 
gun, chloroform, and a pair of tongs, suit-] 
able for breaking bones. Back they went 
to Seattle. 

Apparently the charges, were a travesty. 
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I havefujmi shed ?ir 0 Courtney pyley Cooper, 1212 -Fif th.^. \ 
Avenue, SeE-iork City* • a . feature oriter. for The American liagazine,- 
with a letter of introduction to you. He, is interested in. securing 
information relative to . the Osage' Indian country " and the manner in. 


ohich. the criminal element operates^ in that country today. I have 
great <^hfidence in^Mri Cooper* s ability ds a writer and would like 


to have; you assist him in every way possible upon, the occasion .of • 
his 'Visit; ’ihf v securing. the.; data which .-he desires*/ -u , ! ' 
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;•’’ ;. Divisiqxi 
. . - Uo S 0 ’ Departm : ent 
; .', 224 Federal B^d^g^'> 
' Oklahoma City, Oklahoma^ 




Dear'tlrp. Colvins- ‘ 








JSfeo R. E« .fetterli* 'y '“£ 

Division of Investigation •/ 

■ih S. Departsent of Justice, 

905 Federal Reserve Bank Bldg. * 
Kansas City, Qissokri. " 





Dear Mr.. Vet.terlit* y;,/ r ' V’^i 

''J *"• ’ / I have furnished Sir. Courtney Ryley Cooper* 1212Fifth ; 

Avfaue^ SeV: Xork City* :a feature writer for The American Magazine*- . 
• nith a letter of introduction to you. He is interested in seeiiring 
j. inforoation relative to the 0 gag© Indian country , and the manner in 
\v nhich ttie criminal element operates in that country today. I have 
great confidence -in £irj v <tooper r a miter dad poi&d''like 

to have. you assist him in every oay.possible-.upon the occasion. of 
fhis ivisit in securing the data which he desiresi.^ \ i .; ' • 

■ A;. J : _% : <>•*.. ■ V • ■ Sincerely yours* ' v > 










\ Hr* Gu's T. /Jones, )./? 

. Division of Inves tigation,^“ v.:. 

’ D. Si : Department of J ustice, : ‘f. f; '■■■'; . 
1216 Smith-Young Toner Bldg. , ; ,V ' -i 
San' Antonio,; Texas i }. 






'.Dear Bf « JcnaeSs^r ’ v h •; t > Vv 


1 • I have fumished Ur. Courtney -Ryley woper, 1212 Fifth • 
Avenue', Men. York Ci ty,y a ; feature' writer for. The American Magazine, 
with a. letter of introduction to you* . He i s interested in securing 
information relative to ‘ the Osage Indian country and the manner in . 
which the criminal element operates in that countiy today. I have .-, \ 
great confidence in' Mr. Cooper* s ability as a writer 'and would like 
to have you assist him ip .every' way possible upon the occasion of 
his visttln securing the data which he desires. • ' v;* ' . y; 
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420 Post Office Bldg. , 
Dallas, Texas. 


August 17, 1933. 


Director, 

Division of Investigation, 
U.S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir:- 


This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated 8/12/33 in which you advise of the 
contemplated visit of Mr. Courtney Ryler^Jooper 
of New York City to this office; and of his 
interest in securing information relative to the 
Osage Indian country and the manner in which the 
criminal element operates in that country today; 

I shall be pleased to meet Mr. Cooper 
and will assist him in every way possible. 

Very truly yours, 

F . Jv Blake , 

Special Agent in Charge. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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tolcon faao advised mO'Of 'youy' y' ; ; . • . 
courtesy in tra^psitting to bis for ay attention - • •...: .....' 

.a copy of. appeared in the DsiXjr : ’ r ‘ • -;\;v ; 

Oliiehaaaa oa August 14 * 1933 * entitled maexlca , s • . . . 

Scotland" lard. Knows 0raaa B * . t m extremely grateful ;• ■: 
to you for your thoughtfulness and courtesy ia sending . ■< 
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
August 14, 1933* 


America’s Scotland Yard Knows Drama 


By COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

Writing in the Kansas City Star 



the ultraviolet ray and.dlscovere^h 
stains, which cleansing . could^A 
eradicate. v. 

* Hoover e n t ere d ' the servicer of 
the department of justice- in J917 : and 
;became the head , of. 1 the bureau Jof in 
vestigation in 1924. Until the latter 
date, '.[this bureau had been merely a 
government bureau . trying „to. keep - up 
with expanding activities? 

H OOVER studied the ..methods;; of 
' Scotland- Yard. He learned ' why 
the Rpyal Canadian always gets, his 
marirHe became fascinated with,, the 
methods, of the surete of' Paris. He en 
visioned a nationai; police force that 
would- be of tremendous aid to state 
and local police officers, providing a 
central bureau . - for the identification 
of 'criminals, * y frde ? assistance and; ad 
vice; and a news agency of . wanted 
men', available even to the crossroads 
sheriff; But, beyond;, this, he studied 
the greatest of all; obstacles ‘ tri 4 dealing 
•.with crime~the : problem of . evidence. 

; v . So, after . his . enthusiasm h ad Vpushed 
him ' through all the; stages^ of promo 
tlon ** in the” bureau,^; fie : found himself 
one day in 1 924, /accepting from" At 
.torney General .Harlan * jF; v Stone ; the 
‘directorship ■ . of the bureau 'of ' invest i 

gation. 4 ^ V; X' t / ; •/ 

He started ;to organize an‘ amazing 
police force. For his } special agents' j 
picked [men; between ; the ages of 25 an d 
35. 4: And ’lie -required' that every min 
must ^either have ; a* law ’ education [or 
be-'an-iccpuritant/i ! • . •'/ V;* J f ’.•*[ | 
"The. heed, for; admissible; evidence 
,was at" the bottom of the* last .two . re 
quirementsr ; If a 'lawyer/ -can know 
what '.-to; keep from a jury a lawyer 
> should also lmow what he can get';be 
'fore a jury.; 

: -v * !?.' 

rn HE age limits were* to assure ,meri 
’ A;.full qf youth! and firb^d;enthus 
iasni-— aV 24-hour-a-.day ■ job^awaits/a/ 
man/ in ■ the. -bureau of*. investigation. : 

. The;iccou^ , be . used; in 

causes / x>f ; fraud^^^hatiohaV; hank 
thefts • for bankruptcy? cases;; where/the 
or d inary detect ive /would be ; lost with 1 
.both.harid^ Kv^.- 

4 ,“Besides:.his knowledge ‘oMaw "or ac- 
couhting,” .Hoover! told .me* /‘the agent 1 
[musti.dress /well* li deport himself; well; 

' be good /'talker; make? friends easily,' 
'be; able* ta gladhand. it'he/ha^ /to. but 
, at /the /same; time! be ■ Sincere^e; has I 
to - knowXa 0 certaih^^ount . of psy > - : | 

^^Arspeclal; agent musthe eyei^thlhg! 
from^ja /courageous^ ; investi- 

gator; . to;a^dra wing;, room/ diplomat^, 
and dove X his ;jpb;mqre for,^ 

Vnd ’ romance than ' for? the /money/ He 
•must .be efficiently Adaptable to play; 
the- rv part/6^ /mechanic /one 

^week./ahobo the^next; and -theiplayboy 
scion.: oTa/ri^^^^ 

-thatVHe/must .have /patiences tenacity, 
abmty/to^ catch; a criminal- and then 
hbnyict [hiih.^ 

Five" -thousand /bureau ^ cases '/went 
to ? iHal >dMt ,/y^ ,7 66/ of/, them;* 

/The /^peci ai. ;« agente : , »= never/' -stop] 
studying/crime!,: They, are/ 'ceaselessly/ 
/taking Te^o/psVin^ /ways of 

;detectidn’w^ery man-/: w<&j&'V on ; the. 
rule !>* laidj doTO^byF Hobyef ^"Always 
’fi^refthat^the? jfcyZyo^ 
tporeV than ybu;do| Thqg -he’llll^Wer! 
rbateh: -you-asieep/at, the/ switch;' '(^Sm 

^otl^hfYard wot^ 

/wiSh police bfficiais'Jin over ; the" coiin/ 
s !try/|T(^a^ police ; agenciearicb- 
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America Scotland Y arck Knows urama 


By COURTNEY RYLEY COOreR 

Writing in the Kansas City Star 


-t ;s<- C 
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T HE vacant house was surrounded; 
on the top of an empty china 


1 on the top of an empty china 
cabinet within that house lay a pack- 
age containing $12,000 in currency. 
From the screen door flapped a piece 
of white cloth— notice to extortion- 
ers that their ransom money awaited 
them. 

Children played about the 'place un- 
aware of secret wiring, deftly hidden 
alarm signals, a concealed high-pow-^ 
ered motor car in a nearby garage," 
loaded with armed men. Prospective 
buyers and renters passed through 
k the door — but no move came from the 
f score or more of men placed at vant- 
age points all about this house of 
mystery. At last, late in the after- 
noon, a slightly built' young woman 
went to the front door of the house, 
found it locked, walked around to the 
rear, and, entering, walked to that 
china closet. Instantly there was 
fevered activity. 

The motor car roared from its hid- 
ing place, carrying armed * special 
agents of the United States bureau 
of investigation of the department of 
justice. Police moved forward in a 
swiftly narrowing circle. Watching 
agents with binoculars surveyed the 
surrounding territory in search of con- 
federates — a whole great organization 
of crime detection swept forward to 
surround its quarry. 





the ultraviolet .ray and discovered tfl 
stains, which cleansing could ; hi 
eradicate. t ■ 

Hoover entered the service M 
the department of justice in 1917 kn<l 
became the head. of the bureau of ’ini 
vestigation in 1924. Until -Jatj^tl 
date, this bureau liad been mereiy^J 
government bureau trying to keeb 
with expanding activities. ' 1 i'l 


H OOVER studied the methods cl 
Scotland Yard. He learned j,.wh;l 


11 



the Rpyal Canadian always gehi hi, I 
man. He became fascinated witty th<B 
methods of the surete of Paris. He eh-1 
visioned a national police force- that! 
would be of tremendous aid to! state! 


and local police officers, providing, a 
central bureau for the identification 


miwi 
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J. Edgar Hoover, who $ in a lew short years has built up 
a formidable, efficient secret service. 


T HE sudden response to the young 
woman’s entrance was not a mat- 


X woman’s entrance was not a mat- 
ter of identity — none of the watch- 
ing men had ever seen her before. It 
was a matter of signal wires and se- 
cret beam lights, by which the house 
told Its own story of her movements. 

.. The wires and lights had been in- 
stalled after the extortioners had des- 
ignated this house as the spot where 
* $12,000 must be deposited to save 
from kidnaping the 18-year-old son 
and 2-year-old granddaughter of Jo- 
seph F. Cannon of .Concord, N* C. 

The young woman moved a drawer 
of the china closet so that she might 
stand upon it. Instantly a signal 
flashed to the waiting officers. She 
raised a hand to the top of that 
cabinet — electricity sped the ■ word. 
She grasped the package of money; 
secret wires shouted the information. ! 
And as she stepped from thj rear door, 
two well-dressed, calm, courteous 
young men .stepped forward and put 
her under arrest as an extortioner! 

“How silly!” she exclaimed. “All I 
know about this is that I got a letter 
asking me to come here and see if this 
package was on top of the china 
closet.” 

^ “Yes?” queried one of the courteous 
■poung men. “Your name, please?” 

“I am Mrs. Sue- Boyles. My hus-- 
I band is a parachute rigger out at the 
I airport.” 


actly with the right index fingerprint 
on his identification card.” 

Then J. Edgar Hoover, the young 
man responsible for creating the nu- 
cleus of America’s first real national 
police force, leaned back in his chair, 
another tough case on its w r ay toward 
the -grist of the courts. But the usual 
fears of a police officer concerning 
the courts were not his; the bureau 
of investigation under his direction 
had achieved a record of convictions 
j in 94 percent of the cases with which 
it had dealt. 


T IME was when America’s Scotland 
Yard was just another arm of 
government investigation. Even to- 
day, while it forms a tremendous bul- 
wark of aid for every police depart- 
ment in the United States, the public 
knows little about its activities. Or 
about the young man who, in less than 
ten years, built it from a nondescript 
organization to one of the most pow- 
erful crime deterrents in the world 
and made it as much feared by the 
underworld as England’s Scotland 
Yard or the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. 

Wherever crime rears its head In 
the United States one finds the influ- 
ence of this national organization of 
special agents and technical and cler- 
ical workers, all pursuing crooks with 
the tense interest that only the ex- 
citement of the chase can give. Every* 
police chief in the nation .depends 
upon this bureau < and ’ its 3^ million 
fingerprints.. Criminals ..hate the bu- 
reau with . a viciousness which' only 
thw ar te d crime can knpw . y * tv A 

Hoover’s bureau is the only one of 
its type ift the, federal government not 
under the civil service. But although 
he has had many opportunities to take 
important and- lucrative police jobs 
elsewhere, he , has preferred to . stick 
by his post H&pijte the : precariousness 
of such a . pos^ f ♦ 

change ,of adminlstrktionk. '- 

H OOVER himself isa complexity. 

He is a master detective who sini- 
■ply 4 oes^Tno tr-epnf tb .an y ^plct Ure 

rrX’f '£ vu»£ o vornirA: .cH m eiv.-’ft’h w ft -- T - X<v Jfl- 


S O they got Odell Carlyle Boyles, 
the husband. It was all idiotic, 


he insisted. But less than an hour 
later, in the headquarters of the bu- 
reau of investigation in Washington, 
a young man leaned forward at his 
desk and snapped dictation to his 
secretary. 1 

“Send ’em a wire,” he commanded; 

• “that the identification records 'here 
In the bureau show Boyles an ex-con-' 
vict— received ;• at the .North Carolina 
state penitentiary at Raleigh, in 1926,. 
-t^servo^-f our 1 y ea rs-f pr Jarqepy^ 


athletic — he grieves because he is too 
old to play baseball any more. 

He has never been a member of any 
police force except his own, but he is 
looked upon as an expert all over the 
country. He has used all the scien- 
tific short cuts devised for the unrav- 
eling of crime, but he insists that there 
is only one solution to crime, and that 
is to get your man. 

When agents of the bureau go to 
the scene of a crime they often carry 
more paraphernalia than ever a dra- 
matist dreamed of. for a stage detec- 
tive: a six-inch magnifying glass, a 
Stillson wrench, a hammer, files, cold 
chisel,' sealing wax, binoculars, hand- 
saw, knife, notebook, seven or eight 
tubes of various colored powders, a 
camera with its own electric light, so 
devised that a person need only aim it 
at any object and trip the shutter! 
Add to this, ’ a steel tape measure, 
soft-faced rubber tape for the trans- 
ference of fingerprints, flashlight with 
extra battery, and. other tools, and 
you have the equipment of one of the 
United States bureau of investigation 
men. 

What’s the reason? A crime which 
concerns the government may happen 
at night or in a remote spot. The spe- 
cial agent goes there, often first on 
the ground. He need ask aid of no one. 
He doesn’t have to borrow a saw from 
a neighbor, for example, to find out 
what is behind a partition, thus 
* “tipping his mitt.” 


central bureau for the identifitatjoh 
of criminals, free assistance ^ijjd^dd- 
vice, and a news agency of j wanted! 
men, available even to the crp^sroads 
sheriff. But, beyond this, he /studied 
the greatest of all obstacles in> dealing 
with crime — the problem of eVldenceJ 
So, after his enthusiasm had Jpush ed' 
him through all the stages ofPpromo-! 
tion in the bureau, he found himself 
one day in 1924, accepting frjom At-; 
tomey General Harlan F. Stone '‘the 
directorship' of the bureau of, ^investi- 
gation. . ( 


He started to organize 
police force. For his special agents 
picked men between the ages of 25\artaB 
35. And he required that evehy mUil 
must either have a law education ${1 
be an accountant. , , V'.i 

The need for admissible, evidenc‘d 
was at the bottom of the last two re- 
quirements. If a lawyer cj»h kh'owl 
what to keep from a jury, a Jawy^j! 
should also know what he ca ; n get be./ 
fore a jury. ; • . ■ ! )\ 


T HE age limits were to assure- m&fjl 
full of youth and fire and • enthus- jl 


A full of youth and fire and-enthus-j 
iasm — a 24-hour-a-day job awaits ! aj 
man in the bureau of investigaticfrM 
The accountants were to be psed 'in.- 


cases of fraud, or national'' ■bank'* 
thefts or bankruptcy cases, where 'the. J 
ordinary detective woiild be lost wtyh, 
both hands in the air. ] . j 

“Besides- his knowledge of latf or ac// 
counting,” Hoover told me, “the agent! 
must dress well, deport hhr^elf "well, 
be a good talker, make friends'Afi^y.V 
be able to gladhand if he has to,.iptitj 
at the same time be sincere. He 1 has!; 
to know ft certain amount of !psy-’ 
cholognr. i! . j 

“A special agent must be everytljdhg^ 
from a .courageous, vigorous ; in vpsti- | 
gator to a drawing room diplomat — ';] 
and love his job more for the danger | 
and romance than for the money.; He j 
must be sufficiently adaptable to play- 
the part of a garage mechanic lone 
^week, a- hobo the next, and the playboy 
scion of a rich family the weekfafter 
that'. He must have patience, tenacity,: 
ability to catch a criminal and' -then : 
convict him.” ^ \ ; 


A ND wjien, later, .that special agent 
goes on the witness stand, he .is 


• — * I »• . . . • v . . , * . -IT-; .I-'’* -v - ( 

over air A: .crimavftniiBOP- 


A goes on the witness stand, he .is 
ready for any question an- attorney 
may * ask— because he, himself, took^ 
measurements at the scene of the 
crime; he sawed through. the partition 
and discovered the hidden evidence. 
Or,* in a murder case*,, '/he .knows just 
where, the ,man* who fired,' the: bullet 
stood,” because, he had- a compass to 
del terpi ine jthq dire at ion of he ’ shot, . a , 
me aiu r in g ft ape to; • get the distance, a 
"magnif yin gVglass>to; : r e vea^ 'assail- 
ant’s- footprints and ^ .thejmaieri^s "bY 
which ‘ to : take/im pre^ions/of ythem^ 
And when ^t Her; mafewaa arrested, 

agent: 


Fivb thousand- bureau -cases iwenti 
to trial last year. In 4,700 of them,' 


the„ verdict was— guilty. ' . J ■{ 

The special agente never 'J stop] 
studying crime; They " are 'ceaselessly 


taking lessons in newfangled ways or 
‘detection. Every, man;:wqrks on th^ 
rule laid down ' by r Hoover ;V “Alleys 
figureVthftt the guy you ’re,; after knows, 
more than you, do/. Thqn'^he’ll never; 
■catch, you asleep; at i the^ s w itcH. ” ^ 

I'a^The' ^special ^/agents t; of S Americ^, 
Gotland:; Yard* work^Kand .in" /hand 
fMtte>poUce joffj 





: Oopb®^^ * ';:Zx*?;£y':- ■'-'>' ;V " . : :-^:V'-'- :?. r . : -^.v, 

v/" H f ' ■ ■ H ': '“ •.;! V ysK ■•.; 

, *^> ' Net? -ipi»lc: City. X :'%* V '••••.■■ ‘ ■ ■■'}■->, y ','\C', ■■' ' '■'■ 


•: .'Cp -. |jyieyt~ \ "■• v ’ ; . -Vi , 4 •/••; : -> : ; >.’• .v • ^ V.'";* :•£• ; '£ 

"Agi- V* -V./., *>, . '! &-X< v * V:-: v j; ,v '? *'■’ ■'•, ■'■'• "’ ; v 

■;:°3>'v •;.• ••." . . v I .beg to Qctmo^le4^@' 0&3?reooi|>i of your letter 
■ ’•• ; v ;'; dated September 20th^ .cpneei^ng youp fricndj j2r # . ; Cien^. ;v< ; -lii 
. •■ - • S. Millikan, Manager of- Safety of the City and. County, - 

;; ■ of Denver. I aa glad that you m^otemoconcerping 

lllirran and from'. ’in coimaunicati'ng • with >;. v • 

. -.Mo -today.- -and ^^fjaj^sbiing .-hia all available information 
^ ^ / V ' concerning tbe noi^ and .functions of the Division of In- • 
yestigation* I trust that the information nay be of '.^; v 
•£f/ . / • asei stance! to. him and tl^t. he will coamunibate :witK ae^ • ,-.jf ;> : 

ii ',-v : V at any time in the future when I nay be of a id in connec- ? : 
?P-. =■ ^ . tioh with the work in. which he is engaged. •■;•’ • V> 



I am •iboking, forward to seeing you and trust thhiiK^' ^ , v 
you will cbiie to Chshington in ’ the near ' future so that \ } Z o. ■ x .£ • ' 
ue 'can. discuss the 'patter'. ref erred :• to in your .letter.: 

"' ' With; all; good _;^*i^i0si.‘-I'.QOV V V-'\ ;.y>> ;• : _ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Divi sional Inve s tigation , 

U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear J. Edgar: — 



Mr. Carl S. Milliken, Manager of Safety of the City 
and County of Denver is a friend of mine of many years standing. He 
belongs to the new code of law enforcement officers with an eye 
always to improvement of service and to the greatest efficiency 
possible among the men- under his command. He has been greatly 
interested in you and your work and especially in the way in which 
you have trained the Division^? Investigation. Agents in the presen- 
tation of evidence and the worming up of a case ' to make it air tight 
in court. I have told him that I feel sure that? you would be glad 
to send h-tm cm copies of your manual for the instruction of special 
agents and other material which you have created so that he may take 
advantage of these in building up the Denver- Police Force along the 
lines of the Divisional Investigation. . ..... . 


I will be back in New York next week and will give 
you a ring about coming down to see you regarding thV*matt§r I have 
investigated. 






- > CTsACSsG^.k/ '■ v^- '. V ^V.V/V ' : ? :'1.V / .. ' ; ■ - ‘ 

• - '' Vva-Va;,;: •/ •*{ ;. .>f:f - ?7f 1933* • .> 

Ur* • Courtney ^ Ryloy Copper -A -v- .:'•••>• 

1212 Fifth- Avenuo* ; 

■, Mew York City,, .,• f-ykf-'-'i* • '. 


Dear* • I^yleyi’-. ' ; ,: ; .£: ;' *v 

I am taking the liberty of transmitting . to you herewith * , «- 

the follooing listed material concerning the various functions 
of the Division of lavsstigatiori* These memoranda refer to V. *."■; 
the developments in the various -activities of. thi s Division 
in combating the present crime situation and I think you may ; \ 
find their contents of interest* ... : y/ / 

' Pan^hlet entitled «ThO;.’GorIt ir and /Functions o£. the. Pi vision . 
of Investigations 0» S* Department of Justicep^ . • l ^. . . . : 

The Division of investigation • . . v 

The Identification. Unit, of the Division of .Investigation • 

•" : International Exchange of ’Fingerprints - .- 

: • .Installation, of a Single Fingerprint File 

.^Bulletin. upon Fugitives Wanted by Police, ' • 

Civil Identification . ‘ \ ; v .‘ . ; 

Adoption of Standard Ciassiflcation' of; Criminal Offenses • 
'Crime Statistics •••** " ’’r " •' '■ 

Training of . Personnel?. Di^sloh. of .to • _ \ • •. 

. With best personal' regards?. -X m , y.-*- '■ _ ' v’’.' 

. s «r .-s' -.V' 'V yowre?’ W--V . >.• 


. v ’ • 
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ments in the various activities' of this Division in combating ••. . • • 'VY 1--;. ‘'f.;-' 
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.-. investigation, U* iS4 Depar^nent ^of Justices B ; .;X X* ' Y'Yjrf 'V'. *** .’X '• " -.X 

' ■,''.' ;The .Division of Investigation J j- : 1 - *&. '"/•Xv- ‘ .. '?t. . •' * 

: v '_Th©' Identification ; ;tJni-t/of the. Division of Invostigatiou - .• ... JV 
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; Installation of a Single Fingerprint .File : ' t X v ; : : - 
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Training of Per sonn al ^ Di vision of Investigation- - : X fX 4 : - .X ; 4 ; X ; ;L\ 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


October 12th. 1933 


Mr. Clyde Tolson 
Assistant Director 
U.S. Division of Investigation 
Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Tolson: - 

Mr. Cooper is practically swamped with work and 
unable to write you a personal letter, at this time. 

He wants to know if you will be so kind as to 
forward him the FULL names of Mr. Conroy of Kansas City; Mr. 
Vetterli of San Francisco; Mr. Calvin of Oklahoma City, and 
where he can get in touch with Gus Jones? 

Mr. Cooper wants to send a copy of one of his 
books, with autograph, to the above gentlemen and would naturally 
like to have their full names for such purpose. 


Thanking you for attention you may give this matter, 

I am. 




Q'ftACC 

'' .o '- ' - *#**&**:% 1935 - - 

Br. Coorteoy Coopor, 

’ ' 1212 fifth Jew bm> 

.**»*«» • NOV 8 “ 1933 ' 
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Mr- Nathan 

M - «o * O n 

M . c-e** 

Mr. "d wards 

Mr. &*an 

Mr. HugneS--! 

Mr. Quinn r - 


Tnesdif:- Lester - 

1 Mr. cocke- 


Chief Harper of Colorado Springs came to see me while he 

was here and among other things mentioned that he had talked with, 

several of you down there concerning the crime situation. He sai,d 

that my name had come up as a possibility of during an interview 

as I understand it with Mr* &eenan on the matter of jpr^so r^s, 

and how they are being turned into country clubs* 

I took the matter up with Mr* Blossom and he says that he 

is heavily interested in such an interview, providing names 

dates and places can be put into the story. That is, he feels that 

the story would accomplish nothing if it were generalized and all 

the punches pulled out of it. But if it could be said that the 

prisoners of such and such a place rioted because they wanted 

xibwzxz newspapers and radios in every cell, and because they had 

grown accustomed to such conveniences, that another pKianz prison 

has tennis courts and so forth, and that another is furnishing 

this, that and the other thing, that the story would be not only 

of intense interest, but would arouse the country to such a point 

that something could be done about it* As long as such things 

are generalized, it will accomplish nothing* 

At first glance, this seems impossible. It looks as though 

a lot of wardens and so forth were to be attacke d. H o wever , the 

BBOQEDE fe Q. ~ 

opposite is true. For the story coul(& makfe ft^pl^Tr^at'Tlc^s^ 

kt,,- „ J ' ’* ' H l*Vi. ,! ;W. ' .On F, j 

INDK&. hJLS r\ . Ay 

not the wardens who are at fault but the !SYSTEM[<ahd die 1 ^e§pl^'(/ / °\°0 

„ ^ TT . NOV 8“ 1933' ! L . cr 

of the United States who have permitted cbnvict. coddlers t© • ILJH; 

i 
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gwt the upper hand. He feels that the inside story should 
be old of the various convict organizations, how they have 
demanded, threatened, cajoled, pised bribery and everything else 
to raise the condition of convicts in many cases above that 
occupied by many free and law abiding persons - during this 
depression- 

Then the story of meddling women should be told, how they 
have freed guilty man after guilty man, 

Also there should be told the story of the congict towns, 
how often, a city has a floating population of gangsters, crooks, 
thieves and all that sort of thing, with whom a man, after he has 
become a trusty, can zmmzz communicate as freely as though 
he enever had been arrested. 

There is case after case where comvicts have gone home for this, 
that and the other thing, and the Prisa?i Ref orm League or whatever 

the convicts call themselves, as you! know, are now agitating 

for annual vacations for convicts. 

I have a crime story coming out in the January issue of the 
^Americ an M ag azine about which I have not had time to tell you, 
which tells of the underground railway of Crimedomj it will 
be on the stands November 20. Mr. Blossom feels that this would 

be a good story to follow it, and he feels also that he would 

like to have Mr* Keenan’s name or your name at the head cf 
it. 


I think that all the problems which present themselves as far 
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as the government getting in trouble with the states over criticise 
state institutions could be overcome in that this is not a 
criticism of state institutions or coxzEfcxa xz convict handling, 
but of an insiduous creeping process which has been put over 
byt the convicts themselves and persons who perhaps meant. well 
but who have brought about a serious condition in this country 
Will you let me know what you think about it so that 
I can report to Mr* Blossom? 

I am the busiest little bee you ever saw these days, whipping 
that radio program into shape and have to be at the studio a great 
deal of my time, although the programs only go on every Friday 
and Saturday nights. This will let up in a week or so, I 
hope* 

Best jro you and Clyde* 

Same 
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H. D. Harper 
Chief 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 

November 4,1933 


'Mr. Nathan 

Mr. I'O'^On ...&,£?? 

Mr. dess. 

Mr. cdwarS8 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Hustles. 

Mr. Ouinn 

Mr. Lester 
Mr. Locke. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice, , 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


to Washington 


You no doubt will recall while on my trip • 
one of our conferences we 1 talked over the matter 


f getting some/one to write a series of/tarticles on making 
enitentiariesj&prisons instead of pleasure resorts and the. name 


fpenitent iariesM) 
fof Courtney Rile 


Jooper was mentioned. 


I went from Washington to New York City and 
had iunch with Mr. Cooper who stated he would be glad to write such 
articles but was particularly anxious to have the endorsement of 
Attorney General .Cummings on the idea. Mr. Cooper stated he would 
take the matter up with you before contacting General Cummings. 

I have .just received a letter from Mri. Cooper 
stating he has written you regarding the matter. 

I feel that he is the properperson to write 
such articles and is thoroughly in accord with us on the idea. 

With kind personal regards, I am. 


Sincerely yours. 


HDH.c 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED' 
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Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr . Clegg 

Mr. Lester 

Miss Gandy 

Miss Finnel 


Mr. Nathan JL 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Clegg.. 


: Mr. Edwards . 
I Mr. Egan 


Mr. Hughes.,.., 

Mr. Quinn 

a Mr. Lester I 

Chief Clerk Mr . Locke 1 

Chief, UnitS 
Personnel Ff»l«e©— 

Files 


.Printing Section 
.Supervisor, Steno. Pool 
_Inspector 
.Miss Sheaf fer. 
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January 4> 1934* • 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


1 


0 ' Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, feature writer for 

The American Magazine, discussed with the writer about 
fifty I.C's in which women were involved in c rimi nal 
activities. 


The majority of these I.C's had already been 
furnished to Mr. Cooper. ' However, upon this occasion 
he requested and was given copies of I. C. 26-5190, 
"Will Lawrence, alias Jim Fisher, et al, National Motor 
Vehicle Theft Act - Three State Charges of Murder, " and 
23-24^9, "Bruce J. McLaughlin, with aliases, et al. 
Violation National Prohibition Act." 


Respectfully, 
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Riding the nods on gangland } s underground railway • • « a 
well-groomed industry of efficient lawlessness that is levying 
a tribute of $100 a year on every member of your family. 


IN PRACTICALLY any city 
w ™ in the country the criminal of 
X * today knows exactly where to 
go to find aid, protection, escape, or im- 
munity. 

He knows because of a vast criminal 
information bureau — an organized un- 
derground railway which has extended 
its main lines and branches over the 
land. It provides him in advance with 


lists of names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of — 

Doctors who will dress his wounds 
and keep mum about it. 

Lawyers who will help him evade the 
law and defend him if he gets in trouble. 

Tailors who, without questions, will 
make him clothing with concealed pistol 
pockets. 

Bankers, brokers, or “fences” who 
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will dispose of his “hot money” derived 
from a kidnapping and other crimes, or 
his “sizzling bonds” fresh from a bank 
holdup. 

Hotels which will hide him from the 
eyes of police. 

Crooked police and other officials who 
will look the other way— for a consider- 
ation. 

Even beauty doctors who will secretly 
disguise him by dyeing his hair and 
otherwise altering his appearance. 

Investigating this vast network be- 
neath the guns of crime, I have traveled 
thousands of miles, searched grand jury 
testimony, prison and court records, had 
confidential talks with chiefs and com- 
missioners of police, sheriffs, prison 
wardens, menders ‘ qf^jeanfo^ 


i , 


Present-day crime carries a gun in 
one hand and a niblick in the 
other . Smartly dressed Kathryn 
Kelly , wife of George ( Machine 
Gun) Kelly , both serving life terms 
for the kidnapping of Charles F. 
XJrschel, Oklahoma oil man; Har- 
vey Baileyy captured on a golf 
course and imprisoned for life jor 
the same kidnapping . Below: 

Harold Fontaine (i with cigarette), 
engineer of the underground rail- 
way which smuggled guns and 
dynamite into Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary in a barrel of shoe paste 
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man-hunters in every section of the 
country, and with criminals themselves. 

As I write, four of these criminals are 
“on the spot” for talking too much. A 
thousand voluntary “stool pigeons” of 
crime are on the lookout for them. And 
as, one by one, they are located, news 
of their hideouts will be passed swiftly 
along the underground railway telegraph 
until it reaches men detailed to kill them. 
The higher-ups who have ordered the 
killings may not stir from their “re- 
frigerators” — as their hideaways are 
called — but their orders will be carried 
out quickly and efficiently. 

r PO SEE how smoothly the under- 
ground railway operates let’s look, 
for instance, at the work of its beauty 
doctors. Conspicuous examples of their 
craftsmanship came to light with the 
capture of the notorious bandits, George 
(Machine Gun) Kelly and Harvey 
Bailey, both“ sen'tenced"to”life'imprison- — 
merit' recently for' -the- kidnapping of - - 
Charles F. Urschel, Oklahoma oil man. 
Both had had their hair dyed, attempt- 
ing to escape detection. James (Fur) 
Sammons, wanted for a Baltimore rob- 
bery, had done the same. Two prisoners 
who escaped from Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary roved all over the country 
before they were caught — with dyed 
hair. 

Here were widely separated instances, 
but each of these notorious criminals had 
known exactly where to go to get a hair i 
disguise. The dyeing jobs were expert c 
ones, and each evidently had been i 
repeated several times. But in no 
instance had police anywhere been i 
informed that a young man, for no ap- 1 
parent reasop, had altered his appear- c 
ance! 

Crime’s underground railway even 
goes so far as to supply criminals with % 
lists ^of “soft” pardon boards, 'easy 
governors, and loosely run prisons. j 

^^^Abandit wanted by several states was i 


recently captured in San Francisco. He 
offered no resistance to extradition by 
any state except Missouri. 

“I won’t go back there!” he an- 
nounced. “I’ll plead guilty in one of 
those other places. I’ll fight -my head 
off before I go back to Jefferson City.” 

JEFFERSON CITY penitentiary is 
J known alongthe grapevine telegraph 
of the underground railway as a “tough 
stir,” just as Dannemora, in New York, 
is tough, and as king Sing is a hard jalace 


to work the rackets by which convicts 
are freed. 

The criminal likewise is supplied with 
the names of prison guards and ward- 
ens who “fall” for hard-luck stories or 
are easy with passes. Three conyicts serv- 
ing life sentences in a Western peniten- 
tiary wanted- to go fishing. An indul- 
gent deputy warden gave them passes 
to fish in a lake adjoining the prison, and 
the three happy fishermen walked out 
of the penitentiary, called a taxicab 
and never came back. 
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Mrs. Frank Nash, under Federal 
indictment for attempting to ob- 
struct justice— whose bandit hus- 
band and four officers were killed 
by gunmen attempting to liberate 
him in Kansas City; and “Ma- 
chine Gun ” Kelly, looking the part 
of a well-dressed business man 


More recently, Harvey Bailey es- 
caped from the Dallas (Texas) jail, for 
which escape a jailer and another con- 
federate were convicted. How did he 
get a gun? How does any convict get a 
gUn ' dope ’ or anything else he 
wants. Through information provided 
by the underground railway! 

Perhaps I can show by the case of Joe 
L>unne convicted in Santa Fe, N. Mex 
with thirteen others, of running a lot- 
tery— ho w far-reaching is the informa- 
tion system. The lottery was to be a 
sweepstakes on a horse race at Saratoga, 

ft' . The drawin g was to be in Juarez, 
Mexico. Agents, many of whom worked 
under aliases, were appointed to sell the 
tickets in 19 states, from New York to 
California. Dunne picked his men dur- 
ing a three weeks’ motor trip as casually 
taken as if he were appointing represent- 
atives for legitimate business. 

There was no hesitation anywhere. < 
Dunne would drive into a town, find the 1 
men he wanted for agents, complete the ' 
financial arrangements, and drive on. ' 
When indictments were handed down in 1 
oanta Fe, N. Mex., it was necessary to t 
pick up defendants in New Mexico, New 3 
York, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, s 
Oklahoma, California, and Arkansas, b 


These were only the actual organizers 
and promoters of the scheme; the 
numerous agents and sub-agents, work- 
ing in hundreds of cities and small 
towns, were not prosecuted. 

Now, did Joe Dunne know where to 
go— in 19 states— for whom to ask, 
what political boss to placate, what pool' 
room was the proper hangout, what city 
administrations were lax, and what 
towns were good hangouts for the kind 
of men he was seeking— men willing to 
break a Federal law and police willing 
to permit it to b.e.broken— or was he a 
mind reader? 


L ET , me tell you of George Robertson, 
who desired' to rob his own bank, 
the Montgomery County National Bank 
of Cherryvale, Kans., of which he was 
president. According to his own con- 
fession, he went to a “fixer” for the un- 
derground in. Springfield, Mo., and told 
him that he wanted his bank robbed and 
would divide, the loot with the robbers. 
The fixer engaged three experienced 
bank robbers, who held up the bank 
taking $7,000 in currency and some 
$63,000 in bonds. According to in- 
structions, they delivered most of the 
bonds to a fence in Miami, Fla. This 


3 man sold a part of the bonds at 65 cents 
: hf th K-H°i f r- Two of the bandits had 

i mhh k ‘ Sd ^, thls time in another bank 
obbery which hadn’t been as well 
planned. Lyman Ford, the third rob- 
ber, took his part of the loot to a 
Western attorney. 

The attorney, according to the con- 
fession, advised Ford and his wife to go 

“ cooIin g' off Joint” in the 
South, and later paid them their share of 
the money obtained from the sale of the 
sto en bonds. The amount was not 
stated, usually the lawyer who ar- 
ranges the selling gets 40 per cent, the 
crooked banker, broker, or fence who 
palms them off on unsuspecting buyers 

Anyway, the bank robber and his 
wife went to New Mexico and started a 
chicken ranch. Subsequently, the at- 
torney sent the bonds remaining in his 
possession to Ford for disposition. Ford 
sent them on to another lawyer, an 
American living in Juarez, Mexico, who, 
caught trying to sell them, “squawked.” 
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Part of the captured 
equipment of a modern 
bandit gang . It in- 
cludes stolen license 
plates, road maps , a 
first-aid kit, liquor, and 
ammunition . This in 
addition to a fairly com- 
plete arsenal of pistols 
and machine guns 


* hese questions arise; 

How did the Springfield fixer and 
S kn ° w just where to find an expert 
bank robber? How did the bandit gang 

, k "°^ wk< \ re t0 deliv er a part of the 
loot? Why did Lyman Ford know that 
his attorney would not immediately call 
up police headquarters and have him 
arrested for attempting to sell stolen 
property? And who gave Ford the name 
of the Juarez attorney when he moved 
to New Mexico? Does all this give an 
indication of the workings of crime’* 
underground railway, and the reason it 
costs you and me and other honest 
citizens of this country $12,000,000,000 
a year to run it? 

fhf“ C ^ USe °f, ti li Undergro und railway, 
the shoving” of bonds has become a-big 
business. Here is a typical case: 

Five bonds r ( Coytirni eg* an 













Loyalty was a thing that bound 
men’s hands and tongues oddly 
... in the cell Ray Fawl nursed 
his own personal tragedy and 
would not speak 
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NADINE CURTIN entered 
ft the intersection with a wholly 
unlawful recklessness, and a 
car’s^brakes~snarled-ather~bare, ankles. 
' while-the-last bnlliaint^sunlightjof the 
day made a fluid outline of her slim, 
striding body! 

She was, Bourke Rembeau admitted, 
watching her, a real Juno of the prairie 
country and as unquenchably modem 


as the platinum bracelet glittering on into town. Six o’clock at the Curtin 
her wrist. table, mister.” 

The bustling town of Pendleton was A grin licked across the sun-darkened 
^bathed in. a stifling Jheat that rolled steadiness of Bourke Rembeau’s face, 
cloudlike off the vast hinterlandbf He said amiably, A party? — 
wheatfield and cattle range, but Nadine - “Purely-informal gathering of Pendle- 
skipped briskly up the curb and laid a ton’s best unmarried people. Bourke, 
peremptory hand against Bourke Rem- your eyes are turning hazel and I detect 
beau’s wide chest. “So it takes a court a faint touch of the austere sagebrush 
trial to drag the big beef baron of Ukiah autocrat. Too much solitude. Presently 

you’ll have shaggy eyebrows, an in- 
grown temper, and a tendency to kick 
stray children out of your path, and I 
shan’t love you any more. At six, my 


This is the story of a sage- 
brush baron. He disliked men 
who rustled cattle and girls who 
threw stones when they got mad. 
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TIKE that — and away; a blithe girl 
•*-* swaggering through the five-o’clock 
crowd. 

The manners of his own generation 
were beginning to be a little strange 
to him, and at twenty-six he felt some- 
what like an outlander in this brisk 
county town he seldom visited. Isola- 
tion, that was it. The town kept abreast 
of the world; it was, in miniature, a net- 
work of all the puzzling threads of this 
complicated century. But the long, bare 
flats and dun slopes of the yonder range, 
didn’t change at alj^andjaejiad^gg^ 
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once ; and Elaine was halfway down the 
stairs and Pete was halfway up, and they 
sort of melted together in a long embrace. 

. . . Nancy gulped and blinked her eyes 
very fast, and then she went back into the 
living-room and minded her own business 
for quite a long time. 

Later, while Elaine was busy packing 
and Mother was blissfully helping her, 
Nancy managed to corner a blithesome 
Pete and speak to him very firmly, in- 
deed. After all, love is a wonderful thing 
and Nancy was a stanch believer in it but 
— in this world a girl has to look out for 
herself. 

Nancy said, “ Listen, Pete — you didn’t 
mention her wire, did you? ” 

Pete looked slightly surprised. "Why- 
now you mention it, I don’t believe T did. 
But what do you know about Elaine’s 
wire? ” 

“ Plenty,” said Nancy succinctly. “It 
cost me a dollar forty-six, to be exact.” 

Pete wrinkled his brow and rubbed his 
chin reflectively. Presently he seemed to 
have digested that. “ You sent that wire?” 

Nancy nodded. “ If 1 hadn't she’d have 
gone into a decline before now, Pete; she’s 
been mooning around like nothing human. 
And both of you are so darn’ stiff-necked— 

I just took pity on you. I signed her name 
because I knew you wouldn’t come unless 
you thought she’d given in.” 

“T probably wouldn’t,” admitted Pete 
with a little sheepish grin; “at least not 
for a few more days. But— I’m glad you 
did it, Nance. As for the dollar forty- 
six — ” 

He gave her a bill. Nancy beamed at 
him. “Pete, you’re a sweet guy— I just 
couldn’t let you get out of the family. 
Twenty dollars will get me the very pair of 
evening sandals I’ve been yearning for. 
Some day I’ll do something handsome for 
you.” 

“You have,” said Pete fervently. 

A LITTLE later, when Mother came 
downstairs, Nancy, with an expression 
of sweet, sisterly interest transfiguring her 
face, went up. Elaine, looking quite 
radiant, was just finishing packing her last 
bag. Nancy indicated the American 
Beauties on the chest of drawers with a 
little expressive movement of her head. 

“Did you tell Pete,” she inquired casu- 
ally, “about the mysterious unknown?” 
Elaine flushed slightly. “Why— why, no, 

I didn’t. That is, Pete asked who sent 
them 'and I — I sort of intimated that they 
were yours and — you just put them in 
here to brighten things up. You don’t 
mind?” 

“Well,” Nancy appeared to consider the 
matter, “ I don’t especially mind — still — ” 
“But surely you see I couldn’t go into 
all that now,” said Elaine ingratiatingly. 
“And — Pete mightn’t exactly like the 
idea—” 

“No-o,” Nancy admitted reflectively; 
“I can see that he mightn’t.” Her eyes- 
wandered longingly toward the little jewel 
case in the top of the only open suitcase. 
“Only — Elaine, d’you wear those topaz 
earrings very often? ” 

When Roger Allen had called for Nancy 
the following night and had helped her 
carefully into his roadster, he did not im- 
mediately drive on. Instead, he spoke in a 
rather hesitant voice: 

hcrgls. something I have 


SEVEN QUESTIONS 

aou should he able 

to answer NOW 

1 . What is the first thing to do when death occurs ? 

2 . Which funeral director should be called? 

3. Where should the funeral be held? 

4 . What casket will be best? 

5 . What are the funeral director’s responsibilities? 

6 . How much should the funeral cost? 

7 . How may the quality and value of the casket be 

definitely determined? 


W HY should you know these things 
now? Because when the emer- 
gency arises there is little time to find the 
answers; because a knowledge of these 
things in advance of need may prevent 
painful embarrassment and distress at a 
time when they are hardest to bear. 

There are so many important but un- 
familiar details concerning funeral ar- 
rangements that we have written a little 
book on the subject. Its name is Funeral 
Facts. We should be glad to send you a 
copy if you will write. In the meantime, 
please remember these simple facts: 
Every casket carrying the National 
Trade-mark, be it wood or metal, costly 
or inexpensive, is guaranteed as to qual- 
ity and value. It will cost no more than a 
casket about which you know nothing 
— so be sure to look for the National 
Trade-mark on the casket you buy. 

National Caskets are made to suit 
every individual purse and every individ- 
ual taste. (They are sold through funeral 




directors only.) If your funeral director 
does not have exactly the National 
Casket you want at the price you wish 
to pay, he can easily get it for you. 

Finally, choose a reliable funeral di- 
rector in advance of need. Then you will 
never have to make a hasty decision 
which may lead to regrets later. 

Write Dept. A-l, 60 Massachusetts 
Ave., Boston, Mass., for booklet. 


NATIONAL 



COMPANY, me. 



DISPLAY ROOMS IN THIRTY CITIES 

25725 — A National Armco Ingot 
Iron Design, Mod-Urn Panclside 
Series, book for the National Trade - 
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you tried to fool me, too, so you haven’t 
any right to be really sore. You see, I — 
I’ve been sending flowers to your sister as 
a— sort of a joke on you — for stringing me 
along the way you did.’* 

“Stringing you— I? ” Nancy sounded 
dumfounded. 

“You know what I mean,” said Roger 
Allen firmly. “As if I didn’t know who 
you were all the time! I ought to, when I 
followed you that night you rushed away 
from the dance all alone. I wasn’t ten feet 
behind you.” 





^ $ 

'She American Magazine for January 1934 

Nancy said, “Oh,” weakly, 
x “So, anyway,” Roger went on in a 
rather apologetic tone, “I thought I’d 
teach you a lesson. When I found out you 
had a sister Elaine I sent her flowers. And 
when I dated you I kidded you along 
about it, too. But when you wouldn’t 
come to the phone I realized that it had 
gone far enough. You— aren’t mad at me, 
are you, Nancy? ” 

Nancy appeared to consider the matter. 
She toyed idly with a dangling topaz ear- 
ring; she rubbed the toe of one glittering 


/ 

sandal thoughtfully against the heel of the 
other one; she observed the look of humble 
pleading in Roger Allen’s adoring eyes; and 
finally she reached a decision. 

The smile she flashed upon him was 
positively dazzling, and she tucked one 
hand chummily under his arm, but her 
tone was admonitory: “Well, I’ll for- 
give you this time because it’s a first 
offense. But in the future you be care- 
ful— a little mystery is all right but it’s 
pretty dangerous stuff to play around 
with!” 


Behind the Guns of Crime 


for $100,000 each were stolen in New York. 
The underground railway«got -into action. 
The crook was directed to an attorney in a 
Southern city, who directed him in turn to 
a bank vice president. The banker sent out 
fj-om his private offices for sufficient cash 
to buy the bonds at 95 cents on the dollar 
— and placed the bonds among the bank’s 
assets. One of the bonds was eventually 
deposited as security for county funds on 
deposit in that bank. 

The banker, at the trial which resulted 
in his conviction, contended that the 
transaction was perfectly legitimate. But 
the prosecuting officials called attention to 
the fact that the banker paid for the bonds 
with cash instead of with the customary 
check; also, that the crook, before calling 
at the bank, had offered the bonds to 
fences for 60 cents on the dollar; also, that 
banks don’t usually buy a half-million in 
bonds from someone they don’t know. 

I can name several cities which today 
are important centers for the “shoving” of 
“hot” bonds and money, and so can any 
well-informed police official. How does a 
city get that way? Well, some fence starts 
business there with wide “connections.” 
Immediately word goes out through crook- 
dom. Other fences settle in the community. 
In a short time, a center of criminal activi- 
ties is established. 


TJTOW swiftly such word' can travel was ~ 
demonstrated to me. when I met a 
gambler on a train. I had known him in a 
far Western city. I asked him if he was 
■going there. 

“No,” he said; “I’m laying off that 
town — it’s hot. There’s a big investigation 
on — won’t be anything running until a 
week from Monday. Big Eddie, the No. 1 
guy there, figures to keep the lid clamped 
down until after the grand jury ad- 
journs.” 

“So?” I asked. “When did they turn 
on the heat? ” 

“Yesterday,” said the gambler. 

We were 2,000 miles from that partic- 
ular city. Eastern newspapers had carried 
nothing about the investigation. Only 
twenty-four hours had elapsed. Yet this 
gambler knew all about it. The infor- 
mation had gone out over the leased wires 
which serve the race track gambling pool- 
rooms, telling what had happened, who 
was responsible, and how long to stay 
away. Incidentally, I was in that city on 
the Monday following the grand jury ad- 
journment. Promptly on time, in accord- 
ance with advance announcement^ the 
games and gaff joints opened up again, and 

-was no k&crp r “font.” _ 


(Continued from page 13) 

There was a time when this passing ofi 
information was a haphazard affair. That 
was in the days when crime was localized. 
All that is changed now — crooks move 
from place to place in speedy automobiles 
and by airplanes; swiftness of transpor- 
tation and communication has broadened 
their field of activity. 

Prohibition brought about the tightly 
knit criminal organization that exists in 
this country today. Before prohibition, 
crime was sporadic, poorly planned, every 
fellow for himself. But with the vast 
amassing of information which came 
through prohibition, criminal elements 
were welded, until now the paths of crime 
axe nation-wide. 

Bootlegging also brought many highly 
intelligent, well-educated persons into 
crime. These are the men who today are 
applying to all manner of “rackets” the 
' ideas of organization used in evading pro- 
hibition. ./V >„ 

Much was printed recently about a 
gang supposed to contain typical old-time 
Western desperadoes led by Harvey Bailey, 
the convicted Urschel kidnapper. Instead, 
they are typical of the present-day ef- 
ficiency of organized crime. They got 
their start as small-time bootleggers. They 
worked up in the booze racket, but quit 
when the profits began to wane, and took 
up bank robbery, kidnapping, and other 
major crimes. — * * " 

They carried with them into the newer 
fields all the information which bootleg- 
ging had given them. 

Once, the ordinary crook bought his own 
gun. Now he steals it from the United 
States Government. Hardly a month 
passes without a National Guard armory 
being robbed of a dozen or so United States 
Army .45 caliber automatic pistols. They 
are found in the hands of dead gangsters in 
New York, St. Paul, Kansas City, Hot 
Springs, Ark., San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and elsewhere. Here, again, the under- 
ground railway carries its load of infor- 
mation; the telegraph sings with the news 
that it’s easier and simpler to get one’s 
“rod” from the Government than to buy it 
where a record may be kept. A flagrant 
case was that of the Barrow brothers. 

T AST spring, Marvin Ivan (Buck) Bar- 
- L - y row went free from the Texas Peniten- 
tiary as a result of a so-called sympathetic 
pardon. He immediately joined his brother 
Clyde and two women. One of their first 
actions was to kick in a government arsenal 
in Oklahoma, from which they stoje four 
.automatic rifles* a bushel basketful of 
automatic pistol, and 


_to~supply. fifty men. Then they started 
forth on a summer of robbery and murder. 

They killed a constable and detective in 
Joplin, Mo., and wounded three other 
officers who surrounded them in Platte 
City, Mo. Near Des Moines, they were 
again surrounded. Other * officers were 
wounded and Clyde Barrow was killed. 
One woman was captured and taken .to 
Jefferson City, Mo., to serve a ten-year 
term. Marvin Barrow and the other, ac- 
cording to officers, were wounded. But 
they got away. 

And what became of them? They 
crawled bleeding into an automobile for a 
get-away. Did they die in some out-of-the- 
way place like hunted beasts? Or did they < 
know just where to go — some retreat where 
there were medical care, food, clothing, 
persons to shield them? 

, The very fact that they had stolen & 
bushel basketful of automatics would tend*' 
to support the latter theory. They got 
those guns for a purpose— to pay off debts 
along crime’s underground* railway, 3 pd ( 
they were *sure that officials of the under<* 
ground crime. railway would care for them 
until they were well again. 

T3EPEAL of prohibition will not end the 
system. It is thoroughly buttressed 
by a decade of experiment and progress. In 
fact, repeal may make conditions worse, 
just as the dying profits of prohibition 
brought about" the recent wave of kidnap- 
pings and big stick-ups. 

Today there are many cities in which 
unscrupulous or cowardly police are will- 
ing to bargain with crooks. Police heads 
in such communities have made truces 
with crookdom, whereby the crook promises 
not to pull any jobs in the town, in return 
for which the police promise not to molest 
him or to answer pleas of the police of 
other cities who may want him. ,Thus the 
town becomes- a haven where a crook can 
be safe unless some detective from another 
city comes in and insists upon his arrest. 

Nothing in my investigation indicates 
that police departments have any greater 
percentage of crookedness than other lines 
of endeayor. It simply counts for more 
there, and the crook plans on it. And yet 
figures tend to show that at least 7 per 
cent of law-enforcement officers are not 
only crooked, but possess criminal records. 
The United States Civil Service Commis- 
sion, which in 1929 began fingerprinting:its 
-applicants, found that out of every 13 ap- 
plicants one was a criminal. There were 
men who had served terms for murder, 
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ever^ other crime on the calendar. Last 
year Los Angeles made a test fingerprint- 
ing of 87 police applicants. Seven out of 
the 87 had criminal records. And there is a 
reason for such records. 

,L sat at the entrance to a circus in a 
large American city recently. Every few 
minutes one of the city policemen assigned 
to the show would come anxiously to the 
door and ask if “ Johnny” had come yet. 
“Johnny,” political boss of the city, had 
said he was going to attend the circus. He 
is now, by the way, under indictment by a 
Federal grand jury on a charge of evading 
income taxes — after efforts to get him on 
charges of bootlegging and racketeering 
had failed. 

I was with a city detective. “One by one, 
as the cops asked the solicitous question, 
the detective remarked: 

“Johnny made him a sergeant/’ or 
“Johnny put him on the force,” or 
“johnny lifted him from a beat to the 
lieutenancy.” 

Enlarge the scene. Take in a score or 
twoscore of big towns in America. Paint 
the same kind of picture — for the same 
picture does exist elsewhere. Then figure 
out for yourself why it is hard to break up 
nationalized crime without the aid of a 
Federal non-political body, a national 
fight against national crookdom. 

Since the enactment, about eighteen 
months ago, of the so-called Lindbergh 
kidnapping law, there have been 15 cases 
in which the Federal government either 
had charge or worked in cooperation with 
local or state police. Not one of those 15 
kidnapping cases, ranging from New York 
to Denver, Colo., remains unsolved. As I 
write, 43 persons have been convicted and 
32 other persons await trial. Such ef- 
fectiveness comes from the fact that 
Government agents can laugh at local, 
state, and even national politicians who 
seek to interfere with' their efforts. They 
move about without regard to state lines. 
No “Johnny” has lifted them from patrol-, 
man to lieutenant, with the power to 
break them again. 


*DUT to get back to the underground 
•^railway and its information system: Let 
me* tell you about a gang of bandits, known 
as the Fleagle Gang — all since killed, or 
hanged — who held up a bank in Lamar, 
Colo. - There was a gun battle; a member 
of the gang, Howard L. Royston, was shot 
in the jaw. Their headquarters were on a 
ranch near Garden City, JKans. But, with 
Royston dangerously wounded, they could 
not stay there. Royston, requiring more 
expert treatment than the average crooked 
surgeon could* giye him, was driven across 
Nebraska and into Minnesota, to St. Paul. 
There a skilled surgeon patched him up. 

The fact that there 'are doctors who for- 
get their ethics for a fee is bad enough. 
But the dangerous part is that crookdom 
knows exactly where and how to find them. 

Even prison escapes are arranged these 
days with nice precision. Consider this: 
A group of prisoners- seeking to escape 
from Leavenworth Penitentiary in Kansas 
arranged, through the resources of the un- 
derground railway, to have guns and dyna- 
mite shipped into the prison in a barrel of 
paste for the shoe factory. Their ac- 
complices even sent them code telegrams 
telling them of the progress of the plot! 

A fellow convict, Harold Fontaine, on 
sed. was told by the plotters to 


get in touch with three big-time crooks 
who had escaped some time before. Now, 
officers of the United States Division of 
Investigation were working day and night 
in a vain effort to find these three fugi- 
tives, and were assisted by police from a 
dozen cities. Yet seven crooks cut off 
from the world in Leavenworth Peniten- 
tiary knew exactly how to reach them! 
Fontaine had no difficulty whatever in lo- 
cating them through a Chicago resort 
keeper and a system of “forwarding ad- 
dresses.” The contact established, progress 
was reported in this code telegram sent 
into the prison to Stanley Brown, one of 
the seven convicts seeking escape: 
“Mother and I are well. I will leave 
next week.” The telegram was signed 
“Mrs. Brown.” 



HTHE paste was bought under an assumed 

-*• name from the manufacturer. Then, 
from another source, a barrel was obtained 
This was painted and labeled to resemble 
similar barrels sent regularly to .the prison, 
Somebody did that painting. Somebody 
affixed the label — an expert job. The 
criminals to whom Fontaine appealed 
knew exactly where to go to get the men 
for each job. Then a vulcanizing job was 
done, to enclose in an automobile inner 
tube seven revolvers and sixteen sticks of 
dynamite. Again they knew where to go. 

Remember that these three were hunted 
men, and thus constricted in their move- 
ments. They could offer no references nor 
persuade reputable persons that they were 
putting guns in rubber tires merely as an 
experiment, or buying dynamite to blow 
up stumps on the old farm. But they had 
no difficulty. Again they sent a telegram 
to a convict in Leavenworth: 

“Aunt Emma very ill. Leaving St. 
Louis tonight.” ' 

Aunt Emma was the barrel of shoe paste. 
On its arrival at the penitentiary, a con- 
vict plotter on the freight dock recognized 
it. Telegrams had announced its coming. 
Secret markings shouted its contents to 
him. He placed it to one side until he 
could distribute the guns. 

Shortly after that, seven desperate con- 
victs kidnapped the warden and his entire 
office force and broke out of the ’peniten- 
tiary. Each was bound for a. specific 
destination along crime’s underground 
railway, some resort where he would-be 
cared for and given money and clothing. 

Had it not been for one small detail, 
which the convicts overlooked, the plot 
might have been completely successful. 
They had planned to take the warden with 
them and use his carfor the get-away. But 
the warden kept his car locked and the 
keys in an inaccessible place. That was 
their undoing. Other cars had to be com-’ 
mandeered. Time was lost, allowing posses 
to form, with the result that three of the 
fugitives were surrounded in* a farmhouse 
and killed themselves rather than sur- 
render and the other four were recaptured. 
It was only one failure in an underground 
business of many successes, and the under- 
ground railway was not responsible for the 
failure. Every detail of the plot had been 
thoroughly and efficiently managed. 

I have mentioned resorts — and by re- 
sorts I mean anything from the hide-away 
of an old ex-convict, outside a city, to 
playgrounds like Miami and Saratoga. 
The crookg patronize the best hotels, fol- 
low the playgrounds, theser days. They 
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Wise motorists everywhere Simoniz 
their cars. They say it’s the only 
way to keep a car beautiful for years. 
Simoniz protects the finish in all 
weather, makes it last longer and 
keeps the colors from fading. 

Simonizing is easier and quicker. 
. . . you’ll enjoy doing it yourself. 
If the finish is dull, the wonderful 
Simoniz Kleener restores its lustre 
in a jiffy without any hard rubbing. 
Then Simoniz keeps it always 
sparkling bright. It pays to insist 
on Simoniz and Simoniz Kleener 
for your car! 
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Franklin always looking 
new. Driven 103,296 miles. 


MOTORISTS WISE 

SIMONIZ 

THE SECRET O F LA STING BEAUTY 


will be found mingling with the crowdsj^at 
Atlantic City, Pebble Beach, or Tia 
Juana. 

In one of our biggest cities, four mur- 
derers at one time were associating with 
business and professional men on a fash- 
ionable golf course. Naturally there came 
the question of how they got there. Again, 
prohibition entered. Their best friend was 
a man of good family, who had turned 
bootlegger and who had recently finished 
a term in the penitentiary for the traffic. 
Many of his old friends clung to him, 
despite his bootlegging. So he introduced 
the newly arrived criminals, one by one, to 
his respectable friends. The new arrivals 
spoke good English and gave no indication 
that murder and bank robbery were their 
specialties. They were invited to good 
clubs. 

The incident is repeated and repeated 
throughout America. Two escaped pris- 
oners from Leavenworth actually^ were 
captureS on another exclusive golf course. 
They^said they. had played^golfjat clubs in 
practically every city they visited. 

Two gangsters were killed not long ago 
in a mid-Western city. The most surprised 
persons were the hard-boiled newspaper- 
men who covered the case. They had 
known the pair as men-about-town, golfers, 
and sportsmen. Yet there were smoking 
United States Army automatics which the 
two had dropped when, caught in the com- 
mission of a murder, they had been shot 
down with a sawed-off shotgun in the hands 
of a fearless sheriff. 

Perhaps I can help make my point with 
the case of Neil McConlogue, a mild- 
mannered, youngish man of poetic mien 
and .gentle ways. ’He is the author of one 
of the most beautiful of all Mother’s Day 
poems. But he is a crook. 

He tried to embezzle money from a man 
who had befriended him. He left a trail of 
bad checks from one end of the country to 
the other. He impersonated Federal of- 
ficers. He has done time in Rhode Island 
State Prison, Atlanta Federal Prison, San 
Quentin, for everything from false pre- 
tenses and forgery to grand larceny. He 
even practiced the ghoulish art of stealing 
from the grieving relatives of dead persons, 
telling them that he was an old friend of 
the departed one. Yet every Mother’s 
Day thousands of mothers 'sigh to the lilt 
of his sentimentaPversesy ; 

O NE case which I investigated contained 
practically every phase of the under- 
ground railway: its grapevine telegraph, its 
transportation facilities, its helpfulness to 
those who ride its rails. This is the life and 
death of Frank Nash, to whom the under- 
world rallied in time of trouble, only, to 
slaughter him accidentally in what is now 
known as the Kansas City Massacre. 

Nash was a fugitive from a Federal 
prison, having escaped while serving a 25- 
year sentence on a mail robbery charge. 
Previously he had been twice pardoned, 
once after a life sentence for murder and 
once after a 25-year sentence for robbery. 
At the time of his escape he had served a 
total of less than 13 years on the three 
sentences. 

Immediately this murderer, this bank 
bandit, this mail robber, had his hair dyed 
and bought a toupee. He underwent a 
facial operation by a plastic surgeon which 
so altered the shape of his nose as to change 
his appearance entirely. But_.no one re- 
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You’d Be Surprised--- 


AT Winchester, Mass., John T. 
Russell recovered a golf ball and a 
two-pound rainbow trout at the 
same time. He sliced a second shot on the 
eighteenth hole, and his ball landed in a 
brook on the course, killing the trout. 

MOTORCAR racing is tough enough at 
any time, but for Tommy Milton, holder 
of 50. or so world’s speed records, its 
hazards are multiplied. Milton is .totally 
blind, in one eye. Although he memorizes 
eye-test charts to pass racing require- 
ments', he also has to be able to “blind 
race” the tracks. Once, while traveling 
almost 100 miles an hour, a cinder flew 
into his good eye. Entirely blinded, he re- 
lied on his racing sense and got down into 
the apron without killing himself or any of 
the other riders. 

THE little fellows who hunch themselves 
upon the backs of racing horses fare pretty 
well — when there is racing to be done. 
They usually ride about five out of eight 
daily races and are paid a straight fee of 
$10 for each race. The average rider makes 
between $150 and $300 a week. For each 
victory he gets $25. Contract riders get 
higher wages, and winners of large stakes 
get an extra bonus. If you have a short, 
lightweight son of about 16, you might get 
him a job on a horse. 

FOOTBALL is the oldest sport known. 
It dates back more than 2,500 years. There 
is controversy as to whether it originated 
in Athens or in Rome. The Greeks had a 
name for it — “sphennida.” The Romans 
called it “harpastum.” Centuries later Eng- 
land called it “rugby.” Still later Amer-. 
ica called it “football” — possibly because 
it is less football than anything else. 

NIGHT baseball has been the father of 
many unusual happenings on the baseball * 
diamond, but this business of two batters 
following each other on different days is 
too much. In the Central Jersey League 
one player batted at 11:58 and the man 
following him took his place at 12:01. 

AND night games do a few things to foot- 
ball, too. There is the instance of Herbert 
Duwe, University of Arizona, who ran 60 
yards for a touchdown and nobody saw 
him do it — the lights went out just as he 
received the ball. 

THE game of golf has been making the 
ladies get out and work. In 1914 feminine 
golf competitors could shoot around a 100 
and get away with it. By 1932, an 89 
wasn’t good enough, and now the medal- 
ists must dip into the high 70 ’s. All of 
which means that the ladies will have to be 
considered when the gents get to bragging 
about their scores. 

IN a wrestling bout at Evansville, Ind., 
Joe Savoldi and Lou Plummer collided 
head-on in the middle of the ring with a 
resounding crash, knocking both men 
senseless. Some seconds later Savoldi re- 
covered sufficiently to fall on Plummer for 
the deciding fall. 
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ported that an unprepossessing man of 42, 
with no apparent reason for so doing,, had 
done those things. | 

At first he made his headquarters at an 
inn outside Chicago, listed in official 
records as being an important way station 
on the underground. Once the word 
traveled along the grapevine telegraph that 
Frank Nash could be found at the inn, 
crooks and criminals from all parts of 
America dropped by to talk things over 
with him. Soon he was pulling bank rob- 
beries again, moving about the country. 
At last he gravitated to Hot Springs, Ark., 
to take the baths, play golf, and sport 
about a bit. 

By this time Nash had plenty of money. 
He gambled at various joints and played 
the horses in the pool-rooms, apparently 
indifferent to the possibility of his arrest 
as an escaped prisoner. And, it should be 
pointed out, by this time Frank Nash was 
wanted for more than a mere escape. He 
had helped smuggle those guns and dyna- 
mite in that barrel of shoe paste into 
Leavenworth Penitentiary. He had also 
helped to arrange the Lansing (Kans.) 
Prison escape on last Memorial Day, when 
Harvey Bailey went through the gate with 
five other life- timers, the jail delivery pre- 
dicted days before with this telegram sent 
to the wife of a convict: 

“Expect to cut hay on the thirtieth. 
Have purchased six cows for delivery at 
Pitcher.” 

Nash’s part in the job of “cutting hay” 
had been to arrange for the hide-out of the 
“six cows” on the farm of an ex-convict 
near Pitcher, Okla. 

N EWS of Nash’s activities drifted many 
miles away to the United States Di- 
vision of Investigation, and one day last 
summer F. J. Lackey and Frank Smith, 
special agents, and Otto Reed, chief of 
police of Me Ales ter, Okla., drove into Hot 
Springs. 

Now, the common method in making a 
Federal arrest is to ask the assistance of 
.the local police. But, in this case, not only 
was that procedure done away with, but 
an officer from an outside state was taken 
along as an aid. Why was this done? The 
Government will make no explanation. 
The Hot Springs police force asserts its 
surprise at'the action and lets it go at that. 
However, elementsin Hot Springs fighting 
the present local administration insist that 
the course was followed because the 
Government agents wanted to be sure to 
get their man, wanted no “tip-off.” 
Whether Frank Nash was protected in 
Hot Springs, I do not know. The fact re- 
mains, however, that Federal officers drove 
straight to a pool-room, in front of which 
Nash stood talking with friends. They sur- 
rounded Nash, arrested him, and put him 
in the front seat of the car, handcuffinghim. 

All this, as well as what followed, is a 
matter of grand jury evidence and is also a 
part of the records of the Kansas City, 
Mo., police department and of the prose- 
cutor’s office of Jackson County, Mo. In 
that evidence is a clear picture of the way 
crime’s underground railway works, in a 
pinch. 

It shows that with the aid of an airplane 
and the long-distance telephone criminal 
units — men lost to the law-abiding world — 
in Hot Springs, Ark., Joplin, Mo., Kansas 
City, Mo., and Chicago, 111., were so speed- 
ily assembled and put to work that within 



Behind the* Guns of Crime, by Courtney Ryley Cooper^- 




less {*han twenty hours from the time of the 
arrest of Frank Nash in Hot Springs, a 
massacre of police officers occurred in 
Kansas City, lyjo., a$ a result. Here are 
the facts: 

As the car containing the officers and 
Nash was driven away from the poolroom 
after the arrest, Nash turned in his seat, 
raised his hand-cuffed hands, quickly cross- 
ing and recrossing them, as if in signal. 
Several men on the curb nodded as though 
they understood. 

The officers with their prisoner pro- 
ceeded as far as Benton, Ark., when a 
cordon of police, thrown across the road, 
stopped them. The Federal agents showed 
their credentials. 

“I guess somebody made a mistake/’ 
the Benton officers said. “The Hot Springs 
force telephoned that a man had been kid- 
napped.” 

A FTER an hour more of travel the car 
was stopped by the police of Little 
Rock, and again the Federal officers were 
forced to show credentials. 

The Little Rock police, back at head- 
quarters, answered a call from Hot 
Springs, to hear a voice they believed they 
identified as that of an officer on the Hot 
Springs police force, inquiring if anything 
had been heard of those kidnappers. 

“They’re no kidnappers,” came the re- 
ply; “ They’re Federal officers with an es- 
caped prisoner named Frank Nash. They’re 
taking him back to Leavenworth.” 

“Which way are they going?” asked the 
voice. 

“They took the Joplin road out of here.” 

The grand jury evidence showed that 
the call did not come from a police station, 
but from the home of a local politician, a 
man with a police record, who knew many 
of the underworld visitors to Hot Springs., 

Immediately after the call to Little 
Rock, this man chartered an airplane, and 
with Nash’s wife flew to Joplin, Mo. He 
had sent word to an old confidence man 
who lived there that he must meet them 
and something must be done to free Nash. 

But the would-be rescuer searched for 
the prisoner in vain. Good reason. After 
leaving Little Rock on the Joplin road the 
Federal agents, thirty miles out, at a cut> 
off, had switched to the road leading to 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

From the confidence man’s house, out- 
side Joplin, there were telephone calls to 
Chicago, Hot Springs, and Kansas City. A 
call from Hot Springs brought information 
that Nash had been taken to Fort Smith. 

From a suburb of Chicago came a sug- 
gestion to get in touch with a certain 
notorious machine gunner and directions 
to enlist the aid of several persons in Kan- 
sas City in locating him. In an incredibly 
short time, when you consider that the 
police had been hunting vainly for this 
gunman for months, the bandit was on the 
telephone in Kansas City, talking to 
Nash’s friends in Joplin. 

In Kansas City, the gunman checked up 
on the arrival time of the train bringing 
Nash from Fort Smith, and summoned 
five convicts, all fugitives from justice, to 
help. Police couldn't find them, but the 
underground railway need only sound its 
whistle-and they appeared. 

^ Arrangements were made to trail the 
officers’ car along the road from Kansas 
> City to Leavenworth, and hold it up either 


on the road or at the doors of the pen- 
itentiary. Everything was set — the ma- 
chine gunner so reported to Joplin. 

When the train bringing Nash arrived 
at the Kansas City terminal, he and his 
captors were met oh the platform by 
William J. Grooms and Frank E. Herman- 
son, Kansas City detectives; and Raymond 
J. Caffrey and R. E. Vetterli, Government 
agents. 

In the station plaza the officers started 
to load Nash into the car which was to 
take him the last thirty miles to the 
Leavenworth Penitentiary. Hundreds of 
persons* were near by. Cabs came and 
went. The life of the Union Station flowed 
on all about them. Nash started to get into 
the rear seat. They moved him to the 
front; he sat under' the wheel awaiting 
final disposition. At this point machine 
gunners stepped forth. 

Evidently their leader decided he could 
free Nash easier with a surprise attack at 
the station than on a country road, where 
the officers naturally might be better pre- 
pared to give resistance. 

The bandits moved swiftly into posi- 
tion, surrounding the police car. 

“Get ’em up!” shouted the leader. 

Of seven men threatened with death, not 
one obeyed the command. Every officer 
reached for his gun. Hermanson shot 
twice, wounding the leader in an arm. It 
maddened the bandit. 

“Give it to ’em!” he shouted, and the 
faithful engineers of crime’s underground 
railway went into action with machine 
guns. Caffrey, Grooms, Reed, and Nash 
were killed instantly. Vetterli and Lackey 
were wounded. The only man who es- 
caped unharmed was Special Agent Smith, 
who, queerly enough, had taken Nash’s 
place in the rear seat. 

A machine gunner stuck his head through 
the shattered car window. Before him was 
a tangled mess of lifeless sprawls. The 
killer swung his gun in excited command. 

“Frank’s dead!” he shouted. “They’re 
all dead! Scram!” 

r T'HE story of Frank Nash, perhaps a bit 
more melodramatic than others, is, in 
the main, typical of hundreds of cases. Esti- 
mate the amount of money he has cost the 
community at large and you see how it is 
possible that crime today is costing us 
$12,000,000,000 a year — more than $100 
for every man, woman, and child in the 
United States. 

And the cost is steadily mounting! In 
many communities the Crime Tax is 
greater than city, county, state, school, 
and Federal taxes combined. 

In return for our money we are getting 
murder, arson, bank robberies, kidnap- 
pings, corruption of public officials, vice, 
and terrorism. 

The only hope of uprooting this vicious 
underground system seems to be some form 
of Federal non-political assistance to local 
police, to which honest police chiefs could 
turn, or to which honest citizens could 
force even crooked chiefs to appeal. 

A separate national police force might 
be difficult, or impossible, to establish. 
Probably it would involve changes in the 
Constitution and other obstacles. But 
Federal assistance in crime eradication, 
avoiding interference with the rights of the 
states, should be no more difficult than 
Federal viid in road\hu^*^z. 
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◄ (Left) To re- 
lieve the pain of 
bums or scalds, 
apply a cooling 
paste of Baking 
Soda and water. 
It is instantly 
soothing and is 
available every- 
where for a few 
cents a package. 


V (Below) For best results when clean- 
ing window frames and other woodwork, 
sprinkle a little Baking Soda on a damp 
cloth, rub the woodwork briskly, rinse 
with a clean wet cloth and then wipe dry. 
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► (Right) When 
making muffins, 
use the leaven- 
ing that brings 
out the finest 
taste and tex- 
ture — cooking 
experts recom- 
mend aleavening 
of sour milk and 
ourBakingSoda. 









◄ (Left) Our 
Baking Soda has 
many remedial 
uses. It may be 
used whenever 
Sodium Bicar- 
bonateisneeded. 
Keep an extra 
package in the 
medicine cabinet. 
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please send me free book 

DESCRIBING USES OF BAKING SODA 
* ALSO A SET OF COLORED BIRD CARDS 
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Three Men and Diana 
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spot was still at her heart; it would always 
be there. Sometimes she remembered her 
little domain at "El Doradoita,” the hot 
southern sunlight slanting into her di- 
minutive kitchen; banana palms waving 
great leaves in the court; and the sense of 
excitement and adventure that one always 
felt on entering the big studios — 

It was all like a dream now. It was like a 
dream that she had been a man’s wife, 
cooked his breakfasts, nursed him when he 
was ill. 

But the dream bore fruit in her waking 
hours. Diana was no longer interested in 
men. She nodded to them in the omnibus; 
they were about her all day long; often 
some man followed up a casual acquaint- 
ance and wanted her telephone number, 
wanted her to come to dinner and a show.. 
She refused it all absently, unemotionally. 

Work was her salvation. She could not 
drink deep enough of its healing and 
anesthetizing waters. When she was not 
actually in the office she thought about it a 
good deal; thought that they must re- 
member to order plenty of the Christmas 
flashlights this year, and that the defective 
football must be exchanged for a new one. 

Nearly a year and a half after her return 
home she and her grandmother bought a 
motorcar. She drove it to work every day. 
It was a breath-taking experience; it 
seemed to give her wings. No more wait- - 
ing for the bus; she could choose her own 
time for starting, now. 

"We can go anywhere we like now. 
Gram,” Di said. "Sacramento; have you 
ever seen Sacramento? We could go to 
Canada next year.” 

OLOWLY — slowly the tides of youth 
& and hope and courage flowed back to 
fill the empty spaces in her soul. She had 
been one year with Rowley & Palmer — 
two years. She knew the stock now, knew 
the customers, the men downstairs. 

Diana was twenty-one, twenty-two, 

K twenty-three. She was one of the great 
army of office women who moved through 
the world monotonously, steadily, filling 
omnibusses and cafeterias and streets, 
obeying telephone calls, office bells, noon 
whistles; always neat and responsive and 
unobtrusive; machines. 

In the first days of her work back in the 
Bayhead Hardware Store, it had seemed 
fun enough. And there had been the fever- 
ish time of meeting Bruce again, of believ- 
ing that the doors of life were going to open 
wide; she had seen herself, for that little 
happy time, his wife, young Mrs. Palmer, 
of Bayhead, coming and going in the big 
Palmer house, beloved and admired and 
envied — 

Well, that was over, and the brief, 
strange dream of her marriage to Neal was 
over, and she was one of the clerks at 
Rowley & Palmer’s. Perhaps there would 
never be any more adventure in her life; 
certainly many women, at fifty, did not 
seem to have had as much as she had had, 
,*at twenty-three. Perhaps from now on it 
would be just dull plodding. 

But it was not all unpleasant. There 
was something rather agreeable about ar- 
riving at the office in the dull, soft, foggy 
mornings, smelling the good, clean, leathery 
and rubbery breath of tfie new. ponchos 





(Continued from page 51) 

and saddles, hip-boots and gauntlets. The 
girls would come drifting in, exchanging 
the news of the hours during which they 
had been parted. - 

"What’je do yesterday, Diana?” 
"Yesterday? Oh, washed my hair, and 
had breakfast with Gram — and, let’s see 
— went over to see the O’Connor babies, 
and then Gram and I went down and had 
supper with an old friend of hers in San 
Jose.” 

"You sound too good to be true, Diana. 
Haven’t you got a beau? ” ® 

" I have not.” 

"But aren’t you ever going to marry?” 
"I don’t think so.” 

"Diana’s young man threw her out,” 
May one day suggested. 

"That was .it,” .Diana agreed com- 
posedly. 

S HE knew the very day they discovered 
that she had been married, although 
no ^ word was said. Somehow, through 
some queer, indrect channel, the office 
staff found it out, and instantly she knew 
it. She knew it because of their changed at- 
titudes, the sudden cessation of teasing on 
the subject of beaus and marriage, and 
because of their odd respect — their odd 
consideration for this junior associate of 
theirs who was yet more experienced than 
they. 

Nobody told her whence the story had 
come, or how, or how much or little they 
knew. She only felt that somehow she was 
different in their eyes now and, strangely 
enough, was more important. . • • 

"Miss Tressady?” 

"Mr. Cates.” 

"I’ve come up here about something 
kinder funny — I don’t know whether 
you’ll want to do it or not.” 

"All of us, Mr. Cates, or just me?” 
"Just you. We’re demonstrating the 
Kozikitch Kabbinet this month, and what 
I want you to do is pose for a photograph, 
showing it off; see?” 

" With a lot of spices and jams and flours 
in it? ” Diana encouraged him. 

"Exactly. Only — and here’s the catch. 
We want you to be the Kozikitch Girl, see? 
And we want to advertise that twice every 
day, for half an hour; you’ll be there in the 
window, yourself, to sort of flourish about 
with it.” 

"Oh, wait — ” Diana said, smiling, a 
finger to her cheek. 

"Go ahead!” May encouraged her. 
"It’ll be piles of fun.” 

"Look; there’d be .that in it for you,” 
the salesman said. 

He penciled something on a piece of 
paper, displayed it, crumpled up the paper, 
and thrust it in his pocket. 

Diana looked thoughtful. Finances at 
home were never easy; this would mean a 
new coat, the.camel’s-hair coat with the 
dark fur collar. It would mean a new 
brown hat. She hesitated. 

" I in a smart little gingham home-dress 
with cuffs? ” she suggested. 

' "Something like that.” 

"Well, why not?” 

It was not much of an adventure; it was 
a change, anyway. The taking of the 
photographs in the advertising department 
was rather fun, and it was amusing to see 


what the enlargements made of them; such 
a pretty, smiling young wife Diana looked, 
in her striped pink gingham, pointing hap- 
pily to her new Kozikitch Kabbinet. 

The occasion, ridiculous as it was, took 
on the color of a little personal success. 
The retired president of the firm, old Mr. 
Rowley, Joan’s grandfather, a tiny, wiz- 
ened man, was known to have liked the 
advertisement. Various trade magazines 
wanted it to reproduce, and on the mUch- 
heralded day, when Diana stepped into 
the window to display herself as well as the 
cabinet, there was quite a gathering on the 
sidewalk outside. Every day, at eleven 
and at three, she seriously and silently re- 
peated the process: opening the cabinet 
drawers to show flour and sugar bins, shift- 
ing the spice boxes and egg-beaters to and 
fro, turning sometimes to smile at her 
audience. 

" If I had a little gas stove here I could 
actually demonstrate biscuits or stew or 
something,” she told Mr. Cates. 

"Say, that’s an idea for next Christmas! 
But could you do it? ” 

"Could I make biscuits!” 

It had rather shaken her up, this ex- 
perience, and she felt younger and happier 
for it. She had met men in the other de- 
partments; they had made her feel that 
she was young and pretty and likable. One 
day a spectacled, capable woman of forty 
was introduced into the sports department; 
the renowned "Betty Budget” of the 
Morning Star . Betty wanted the "Kozi- 
kitch C irl” to come to her big Friday morn- 
ing forum and demonstrate the cabinet for 
San F rancisco’s housewives. 

Diana retailed these adventures to 
Margaret; and Margaret, whirling through 
housework as she listened, beamed with 
satisfaction. 

"Diana, you're the outstanding one!” 
"Demonstrating a kitchen cabinet.” 
Margaret always looked anxious when 
Diana assumed that quiet, disillusioned 
tone. 

"You’re having wonderful experiences, 
Di.” 

" I don’t know.” Diana would rub Fier 
cheek against the straight, fuzzy fluff of 
the head of one of the O’Connor babies. 
"These are the adventure, Mag.” 

"Children? Oh,” Margaret would say 
easily, "anyone can have children.” 

r_ PHE two women loved each other dearly, 
T but in Diana’s love there was a protec- 
tive element and in Margaret’s one of simple 
idolatry. Everything the glittering, golden 
Diana did was wonderful in Margaret’s 
eyes; if anyone was unkind to Diana, 
Margaret flashed anger, and when things 
went right for the younger woman the 
older was happy. There was complete con- 
fidence between them; Diana could say to 
Margaret what she could say to no other 
human being, and Margaret, in return, 
would comment even upon Len for Diana’s 
benefit. 

"He likes to have me alone here when he 
gets home at night.” 

"Even doesn’t want me here?” 

"Well, you know how men are.” 
"Aren’t men,” Diana might muse aloud, 
"aren’t men funny?” 

"Oh } funny!” 
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, SBfibfCSa January 12, 1934 

V. - ■ ■ • . ■ 

* ‘ ... ‘ 


fir, Courtney Fyley Cooper, 
The Penthouse, 

1212 Fifth Avenue, 
hew York, hew York* 


i&ar Byieyt . s 

. In caaplinnee with your recent request, 
I an enclosing a eogp of & special nenorendum which I 
have had prepared in the kuor kidnaping case, dealing 
with the activities of the four women involved in 
“this particular case, marked, with marginal notations 
. which indicate tha port ployed ty thee©, women* You 
will note that only two Of thorn were involved to any 
-.'great extents, . - . . , ' •*' • 



Impressing the hope that this memorandum 
will prove cuitabla for your purpose, and with 
oxprasGiono of ay best regards,. I <m 


.. A 



<3 


I -Enclosure* 



Cordially yours, 


J<r Edgar Hoove? 
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Mr. J. Edga.r Hoover, 

Division of Investigation, 

TJ. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr . Hoover: 

I have your letter of January 
8th advising that Mr. Courtney Ryley 
Cooper will pay me a visit while in 
Detroit . 


I can assure you that I w ill 
he gLad indeed to meet and discuss with 
Mr. Cooper the phases of police work 
here in which he is interested. 

With kindest personal regards, 

I am 



46 Niagara Falls Boulavard, 



Buffalo N. Y. 

IV? r,. 'a^an.. — 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Department of Justice, 

January 12, 1934. i 
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Mr. Safari 
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Washington, D. C. 
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Mr. Lock© — — 






Dear Mr, Hoover: - 


I received your letter of the 8th inst. and feel honored, 
to have you send your friend Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper of 
New York to me and I assure you X will give him everything 
I can, wich I believe will include some reference to that 
cancer to efficient law enforcement "Politic’ s’’ and the 
necessity for some kind of Federal control. 

I have been retired on a Thirty-five hundred dollar 
pension by the politicians of our City to sit around and do 
nothing, but I do not ’intend to sit idle. Rather I feel it my 
duty to expose the working’s of a politicalized police organ- 
ization and how it is eating at the very vitals of our country’ s 
freedom. 

Do you know of any place where a pensioned Police Chief 
who will work for nothing can get a job? 


Wishing you a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year, with 
the hope of seeing you soon, I am, 



Miss Gandy 5 

Does "football of politics" sound OE to you? 

heb 
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A CARD index in the Division of 
Investigation of the United States 
Department of Justice details the past 
vocations of the several hundred men 
who form its corps of special agents. 
Here is a list of former occupations 
covering everything from a professor of 
Latin to an expert fisherman. These vo- 
cations are our “disguises.” Often they 
have been useful to our men in running 
down criminals — as, for instance, in 
solving the murder of the one-armed 
trader. 

Beyond the painted desert, in the hills 
of an Indian reservation in northeastern 
Arizona, the moccasin telegraph sud- 
denly leaped to action ten years ago. 
Signal fires burned, the beat of tom- 
toms echoed from camp to camp, until, 
at last, three days later, Charles Savin, a 
white trader at Gallup, received word 
that the trading post at Cross Canyon 
had been burned and that his former 
partner, a one-armed man named Frank 
Dugan, was missing. Savin left im- 
mediately for the reservation. 

What had been Dugan's store was 
only a blackened rectangle in a field of 
sun-baked ground. A hay barn, some 
distance from the store, had escaped. 
There, w edged between stacks of baled 
hay, Savin found the body of his former 
partner, his skull crushed, his pockets 
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rifled. Time and weather had destroyed 
all clues. 

The Government special agents who 
were called to Gallup had spent many 
years in the Southwest. One had been a 
cow-puncher, another a Texas ranger. 
Among other things, they knew that 
Indians.often pawn valuables with white 
traders; also, that an Indian never for- 
gets a possession. 

Y\7*ITH this knowledge as their single 
v v clue, they set out on the man hunt. 
If they could discover what articles had 
been pawned by Indians at the trading 
post, they might learn what the killer 
had stolen, and by tracing these articles 
they might find the trail of the criminal. 
However, the Indians who had traded at 
Frank Dugan's store were scattered all 
over Arizona and New Mexico. The 
territory was vast and the going slow. 
The quest led across desert wastes, or 
through rattlesnake-infested canyons, to 
the distant camps of the various tribes. 
At each would be a powwow: Had any- 
one, in the last year, pawned a valuable 
with Frank Dugan, the one-armed 
trader? At last, in a far-away camp, 
Hosteen-Cho-Begay nodded excitedly. 
He had pawned a silver belt of his own 
making: twelve diamond-shaped disks of 
silver and a silver buckle. 
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Henrietta grew up in that tearoom 
and knew me pretty well through school 
days, like most of the kids hereabouts. 
Then I lost track of her for a while. I 
knew she went to a fancy Eastern 
women’s college, because to finance her 
I had to wangle a dummy mortgage on 
Sally’s place through Abner’s bank, with- 
out either of the loving in-laws knowing 
it. They both found it out afterward 
and turned on me for a traitor and 
double-crosser and what-not, but it was 
too late to block Henrietta’s education 
then, so I didn’t care much. Henrietta 
doesn’t know yet just how she did get 
through college. 

QHE came back to town last summer 
^ and I don’t believe the place has been 
quiet twenty-four hours in a row since. 
She shoots into the lead of our crowd of 
young people in no time at all. Most of 
their amusements were mild enough, 
underneath all their hurrah-for-freedom 
line. They ran a lot to outdoor sports 
and athletics through the summer, and 
in the fall Henrietta, who was “Hank” 
to half the town by this time, started the 
idea of indoor athletics. 



She got the school board to let her and 
her friends get up a physical training 
class in the high school gymnasium, 
with young Charlie Madden running it. 
He was popular and always ready to 
help out.^ He had organized a troup of 
these Boy Scouts in the summer, and 
they were using the gymnasium, too. 
Henrietta looked ’em over a bit, and 
then turned to and got herself up a gang 
of Girl Scouts. That surprised me a 
little, because I didn’t think she had 
that much public spirit. Public Spirit, 
did I say? Well, let it go at that. 

And here were these two social lights 
and Scout leaders caught by the sheriff 
in an Irish Hollow raid! It looked 
pretty queer. It was bad enough for 
Hank to be involved in it as a witness, 
but Madden stood to ditch himself as a 
teacher for keeps if it got ’round — also, 
his standing with Hank and h£r friends, 
or else this younger set was a lot stronger- 
minded than even I ’d given them credit 
for. 

So when Henrietta came in this morn- 
ing I was looking for her to ask me to 
help her out of this Irish Hollow jam. 
Of course, I didn’t let on to know any- 


thing about it. ’Twas the first time I’d 
had a close-up chance to size her up since 
she left high school. Brisk and friendly 
she was, with a wavy bob of golden- 
brown hair, that matched with the blue 
and tan clothes she had on, and honest 
gray eyes that looked into yours man- 
fashion. 

“r<OOD morning, Miss Langdon,” I 
says, not sure this smart society girl 
cared to have me remember the pig- 
tailed kid that used to tease a shellback 
politician for candy. 

“’Lo, Clem,” she says, exactly like she 
used to when she was running home 
from school. She sits on the corner of 
my desk, and then, instead of squealing 
for help, she starts a line I didn ’t expect. 

“Say,” she begins, “what’s really 
back of this talk about shutting down all 
the decent things this town is doing just 
to save taxes?” 

“Are they so?” I ask. 

“You ought to know,” she comes back. 

“I noticed in the paper the mayor had 
some plans for cutting city expenses,” I 
reply. “But I haven’t seen him much 
Jately.” ( Continued on page 116 ) 
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The special agent took the fiddle and 
tuned it. Then he swept into the stac- 
cato notes of “Turkey in the Straw ” 



Here are some true stories of men who risk 
their lives in the war against crime, told by the 
Chief of the TJ. S. D ivision of Investigation 
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Onward — Cinni-Jenni-Nez remem- 
bered a string of turquoise and shell 
beads, and “Fatty’s Son” a silver brace- 
let with three turquoise settings. 

Now the investigators started a new 
search — to learn whether any of the 
pawned articles had reappeared. Indian 
gossip cast suspicion on an Indian named 
Dal-Gai, commonly called Policeman’s 
Boy, but there was no evidence to link 
him with the crime. 

pOUR years went by, without a defi- 
“*■ nite clue. Apparently here was the 
perfect Indian crime. Dal-Gai, watched 
closely by his own tribesmen, had given 
no evidence of guilt. 

But at last one night the tom-toms be- 
gan their sonorous beat. Atop the hills 
there appeared the gleam of signal fires. 
Dal-Gai had traded Frank Dugan’s re- 
volver, plus a string of shell and tur- 
quoise beads, to Fatty’s Son for an 
Indian pony. About that time another 
trading post was robbed. This time the 
special agents worked directly. They 
accused Dal-Gai of having stolen articles 
from Claude Romero’s store, and found 
the loot — two silver belts, but nothing 
that had belonged to the one-armed 
trader. 

Dal-Gai went to jail for robbery — 
nothing was said to him about the mur- 
der. A new search was bn. Again 
special agents rode the thirsty desert. 
This time they were successful. An 
Indian trader had received the precious 
twelve-disked belt, made by Hosteen- 
Cho-Begay. Yes, he had bought it from 
Dal-Gai. Yellow Man’s nephew said he 
had seen Dal-Gai with a nickel-plated 
flashlight, also Dugan’s. The expedition 
made its weary way back to civilization, 
accompanied by the Indians who had 
owned the jewelry and also those to 
whom it had been resold. 

Dal-Gai remained stoical until he 
faced his own people. Then, as lie after 
lie was disproved, he became tense. At 
last he slowly turned and raised his 
clenched hands. There was instant si- 
lence. Slowly the Indian beat the death 
tattoo on the jail wall and sang his death 
song. Then he turned and made the 
confession of murder which sent him to 
a Federal penitentiary for life. 

Adventures like this come often for 
men of the Division of Investigation, 
whether on the desert, in the under- 
world, or acting their parts in the world 
of respectability. It was acting ability 
that sent ( Continued on page 93) 




She tooh a walk. He took a walk. They met. , 
Ti^hat happened is the story . . . 
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TOMSiNE sat with 
v her back to the view, 

The other three waited 
expectantly. The evening 
was so still that the rustling, 
of Laurie’s taffeta dress , 
when she moved, the oc- 
casional creak of the wicker 
chair in which Mrs. Avery ’ 
sat, and the sound of smoke ; 
drawn through the stem of 
Mr. Avery’s pipe became 
events, sharply defined 
against the silence. The 
hills lay quiet, like a circle 
of sleeping animals about 
the horizon, gentle beasts 
who could, but would not, 
rise and shake the stunted 
growth of bay and blue- 
berry from their flanks. In 
the twilight, their arched 
backs seemed underlaid 
with powerful muscles, fish- 
backs and cat-backs. 

“Look!” .cried Laurie. 
“Oh, look!” 

A fleck of blood-orange 
lay upon the farthest hill, 
toward the hidden sea. It 
ran sideways, like liquid 
fire, silhouetting a clump of 
beach plum bushes; then, as 
though it had struck the : 
edges of a mold, it buckled * 
and swelled, mounting slow- 
ly upward, against the silver 
sky. It was a bow, an arc, a 
.semicircle. It was a com- 1 
plete globe, round and solid 
and three-dimensional, 
poised for an instant upon 
the crest of the quiet hill 
like a crimson ball balanced 
on the nose of a trained seal. 

“There! ” cried Laurie ex- 
citedly. 

As though her young 
voice had been a signal, the 
hill-seal tossed the ball into 
space and it swam mag- 
nificently upward. 

“ It’s the hunter’s moon,” 
said her father, and he 
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spread her arms in a gesture ,of triumph. 
“And so, monsieur, I say Voila!” 

Mr. Romano nodded approvingly. 
“Slick, Marie— mighty slick. ,, 

“ I'll say she is," endorsed Jim. “Funny 
I never noticed that place. Thought I had 
tackled everything, furniture, rugs, life pre- 
servers, and what-not. Anyway, Mike, 
this bird that Marie is in cahoots with gets 
ready to sail in Cabin 021. She has 
tipped him off where the stuff is hid. He 
grabs it, and slips it to her when she comes 
down to say good-by. It's a cinch on sail- 
ing night. She rambles off the dock with- 
out running any risk of being stopped. I 
trail her, and catch her with the stuff, 
which makes my case twice as strong. So 
there’s your explanation, Mike. Not very 
difficult, was it?" 

“No-o! Not a bit. But, listen, how 
come you didn't think Arthur was working 
in cahoots with the frail? " 

“He was too much in love, for one 
thing," smiled Jim. “And, besides, Mike 
— robbery simply isn't Arthur’s racket. 
Never has been and never will be. He just 
don’t think that way." 
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O ILENCE fell upon the room. Marie was 
& taut and hard, Romano admiring, and 
Hanvey sleepy. 

But Arthur Howard seemed crushed. 
The thing had come too suddenly, too ter- 
ribly. Hanvey eyed him compassionately, 
then hoisted himself from his chair and 
walked to the center table. From the gleam- 
ing jewels he selected the only gems which 
had been left in their mounting. He’ 
crossed to Arthur’s chair and pressed the 
bauble into his hand. 

. “There’s your engagement ring, son," 
he said gently. “Believe me, I'm sorry 
about this. But if you'll take my advice — 
keep that ring. Some day you'll be mighty 
proud to give it to the right sort of a 
girl." 


Brains Against Bullets 

(Continued from page 69) 

W. D. Manley to prison for seven years. 

President of a large trust company in 
Atlanta, Ga., Manley had been a power in 
that district, until the trust company 
crashed in 1926, resulting in the failure of 
eighty-six other banks in Georgia and 
Florida. Indictments were issued against 
him and four others, charging fraudulent 
use of the mails. 

The rest went to trial and were con- 
victed. Manley was too ill, his attorneys 
said. For three years the government 
strove in vain to bring him into court — 
always there were hospital records, phy- 
sicians' affidavits, and witnesses to prove 
his ill health. 

In 1929, Manley was in an invalids' 
home at Milledgeville, Ga.; his attorneys 
said he had lost his mind. In August of 
that year, a new patient came to the in- 
valids’ home. He was brought there by his 
uncle and aunt; doctors said his disease 
was melancholia. Days passed into weeks. 
Manley began to take an interest in him, 
began to talk. 

Three months later, a jury at Atlanta 
found Manley^ guilty. The judge sentenced 
him to seven years in prison. And the man 
who sent him there was that melancholia 
patient, now back in his regular routine as 
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a special agent. Manley had forgotten 
that the man in the next room might be 
playing the same game as he! 

A special agent seldom if ever becomes 
bored with his job. In August, 1926, a 
special agent was enjoying the two weeks’ 
leave which he had been granted for a 
honeymoon, when he was ordered back to 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Mystery and dan- 
ger had enfolded the military post of Fort 
Sill, Okla. There had been eleven fires and 
attempts at arson within a few months. 
There had even been an attempt to fire a 
camouflaged warehouse, containing many 
tons of black powder, explosive hand 
grenades, and 1,500,000 rounds of ammuni- 
tion. That would have meant wholesale 
death and wreckage. Some soldier evi- 
dently was acting as the go-between for a 
frenzied band of destructionists. Beyond 
that, there were no clues. 

'"You served a couple of enlistments in 
the army,” his superior said, to the special 
agent. "Dig this thing out.” 

r “PHAT night the agent, in the guise of a 
hobo, left Oklahoma City and hitch- 
hiked his way into Lawton, near Fort Sill. 
The next day he went to the county fair. The 
horse races were on. He edgec^, toward the 
rail, and casually took his place beside two 
privates from the 44th Observation Squad- 
ron. Conversation began; after the races 
the soldiers invited him into camp. There 
he hung around, getting hand-outs from 
the mess hall until a captain ordered him 
off the place. The special agent could not 
very well reveal that he was there by re- 
quest of the major general commandant. 
At the camp he had learned nothing. 

On the way back to town, he passed 
Firehouse No. 3 of the Fort Sill equipment. 
These men might have some private 
theories about the fires. The "hobo” 
dropped into the fire house and asked to 
borrow a sewing kit. After much conver- 
sation he confessed to Private Timothy 
Conklin that he’d go back in the army ex- 
cept for the hard work and lack of ex- 
citement. 

Private Conklin winked. 

"Get yourself assigned to the Fire De- 
partment,” he advised. "Plenty of excite- 
ment here.” 

From then on, the agent clung to Private 
Timothy Conklin. Through him, and by 
spending money freely, he met many of the 
soldiers. At last, one night, he was taken 
to an old cotton gin for a heavy con- 
ference. Twenty-four hours later, in the 
early morning, the major general com- 
mandant stirred sleepily to the sound of 
repeated knockings. It was the investi- 
gator, supplemented by another special 
agent and a United States marshal. They 
informed him that another big fire was to 
be set off on the first windy night. 

"But who’s doing it?” the major gen- 
eral commandant demanded. 

"Your own fire department!” answered 
the special agent. "The companies have 
a feud on and they’ll burn down the whole 
reservation to settle the argument of 
which has the best equipment. We’ve got 
confessions from the ringleaders!” 

And that was the amazing explanation 
of Fort Sill’s arson mystery. The special 
agent had been taken into the fire ring 
that night at the old cotton gin. 

A special agent seldom knows wvhether 
his job is going to be trivial or to^involve 
the risk of his life. 

.. . 


In the famous D’Autremont case, how- 
ever, the agents knew their danger. Never 
were there two more cold-blooded killers 
than the twins, Ray and Roy D’Autre- 
mont, who, with their brother, Hugh, 
robbed a railroad train at Siskiyou, Oregon, 
in 1923, killing the engineer, fireman, and 
brakeman, and burning a mail clerk to 
death. The chase for them was a long one. 
Hugh enlisted in the army under an alias, 
was recognized four years after the mur- 
ders, and sentenced to prison for life. But 
Roy and Ray, the twins, remained free. 

Meanwhile, the faces of these men had 
become more or less familiar to every 
small-town resident in America; the Post 
Office Department sent out more than 
2,000,000 pictorial circulars to be posted in 
almost every public meeting place. At last 
a woman living in Ohio said she believed 
she had seen them; they had lived in a 
shanty in the woods of Sulphur Springs 
Hollow, near Pine Grove, Ohio. Roy was 
known as Clarence Goodwin and Ray as 
Elmer Goodwin. The woman said that 
Elmer had married the . daughter of a 
farmer near Pine Grove. 

A special agent became a farm hand, 
working in the vicinity of Pine Grove until 
he had learned exactly where Elmer Good- 
win had gone when he married the farmer’s 
daughter. It was learned that Elmer and 
Clarence were working for a steel company 
at Steubenville, Ohio. 

Police and special agents planned to pick 
up Roy and Ray when they reported for 
work. Roy showed up an hour early and 
was arrested. But that brought complica- 
tions; for if Ray should sense trouble when 
his brother did not return, a nation-wide 
hunt must begin all over again. 

r "FHE special agent was experienced as a 
claim agent. Assuming this role, he 
drove to the supposed Elmer Goodwin’s 
(Ray D’Autremont’s) home. Concealed in 
the big car were armed detectives. With an 
acquaintance of Roy’s, the "claim agent” 
went into the house. The acquaintance 
told Ray that Roy had been hurt in a - 
street-car accident. 

"The doctor said you’d better come to 
his office,” said the "claim agent,” “so 
if there’s suit over it we won’t have any 
difference of opinion about the injuries.” 

The killer did not hesitate — until he got 
to the automobile and the detectives had 
closed in on him. Then he whirled on the 
special agent. 

"If I’d known who you were, I’d have 
killed you!” he snarled. 

But that’s the job — to play a role so 
that there is no suspicion. It pays to 
know every angle of the part you’re going 
to play — sometimes it even pays to know 
how to play a violin. 

An indictment had been issued in Nash-* 
ville, Tenn., for a young lumberman ac- 
cused of a minor violation of the Mann 
Act, but the lawbreaker could not be found. 

A special agent learned that the fugitive’s 
parents lived in a lonely wooded section of 
the Tennessee mountains. The son had 
been seen there recently. The special agent 
went out alone to bring back his man. 

It was a clear night. At last the officer 
saw the faint glow of a kerosene lamp 
through the grimy windows of a "shake”- 
roofed, unpainted abode. He walked to 
the door and knocked; there was no need 
for that — hound-dogs were already bark- 
ing. 
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“Come ini” sounded a voice from inside. 
The agent ehtered. The room was smoky. 
Several high-powered rifles leaned against 
the door. Angular men sprawled about, 
eying the stranger with that calm air which 
so often precedes lightning activity. A 
woman sat by the lamp, hands loose in her 
ginghamed lap. An elderly man rose and 
drawled a query. 

“I’m from the United States Division of 
Investigation,” the agent answered. “I’ve 
come to get your son.” 

Instantly the old man strode forward, 
his eyes gleaming. 

“Well,” he shouted, "you ain’t goin’ to 
take him — you nor airy other govvament 
man.” 

Now a gangling mountaineer arose and 
reached for his gun. 

“Listen,” said the special agent; “I 
think I know mountain-folk. If you say 
your son isn’t here, I’ll believe you and 
go away. Is that fair?” 

“Well, he ain't here I” 

“That’s all, then,” said the agent. 

He turned to go. But a mountaineer had 
blocked the doorway. 

“And you ain’t goin’ to leave here,” the 
father growled. 

A LONG silence followed that. Then the 
agent asked : 

“Mind if I look at that fiddle on the 
mantel?” 

There was no answer. 

“I used to play in an orchestra,” he 
added. 

No one seemed to care. 

Then: “Do you mind?” 

He took the fiddle and tuned it. Then he 
swept the bow into the staccato notes of 
Turkey in the Straw. 

No one gave oral evidence that the 
music had been heard. He veered into 
Arkansas Traveler and from that into Pop 
Goes the Weasel. At last a mountaineer 
wiped the back of a hand across his snuff- 
stained lips. 

“That’s danged good,” he said. 

The special agent smiled and nodded. 
Soon he was playing Carry Me Back to Ole 
Virginny . At last the old man looked up. 

“Say,” he asked, “you know that song 
about the Buffaler Gals?” 

After breakfast the next morning the 
special agent, full of “cawn pone,” hominy, 
and side-bacon, started back to town. The 
old man followed him to the door. 

“I reckon you’re right in what you’ve 
been sayin’,” he announced. “It wouldn’t 
do my boy no good to keep on hidin’ out. 
So you jest leave it to me.” 

The special agent left it. A month 
later, the son surrendered. 

And if fiddling is good at catching 
criminals, so is a knowledge of chicken 
raising and selling. Agents who once were 
chicken raisers posed as dealers, and thus 
learned the restrictions being placed on 
New York poultry men several years ago 
by a large gang of petty racketeers. This 
was followed by the conviction of more 
than sixty men. In this case, there was an- 
other ally — the ability to speak the Yiddish 
language. 

There are men in the Division who 
can speak Bohemian, Czecho-SIovakian, 
French, German, Hawaiian, and even the 
Malay language — sometimes the latter 
comes in handy along the water-front. 
There are linguists in Norwegian, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian, Slav, Spanish, Swed- 
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ish, Ukrainian, and the various Indian 
oral and sign languages. 

A knowledge of the Apache language, 
even though too limited for conversation, 
played a large part in the solution of the 
murder of Henrietta Schmerler, whose 
.death on the White River Indian Agency 
in 1931 was a first-page story all over the 
United States. She was a Columbia Uni- 
versity student who had been sent from 
New York to do research work among the 
Apaches. Her body was found in a sandy 
gulch, and an Indian chase was on. 

The special agent on this case was a 
Texan who had been a trapper, cowboy, 
and sheriff; he had spent his life in the 
Southwest and he knew Indians. At last 
he found a clue that pointed to a young 
Indian named Golney Seymour. There' he 
was blocked. Apache interpreters whom 
he had engaged to assist him seemed un- 
able to get him any more information. 

But the special agent knew enough 
Indian talk to be suspicious of the inter- 
preters. He fired them all and sent ninety 
miles away for another interpreter, Tom 
Dosela, whom he could trust. Tom wasn't 
afraid to ask what the special agent wished. 
Golney Seymour was arrested, and con- 
fessed that he had killed the girl because 
she had resisted his amorous advances. 

O F ALL the cases in our files, none is 
more dramatic than that of Indian 
Charlie and the man whose father had 
been hanged for murder. 

In a little Texas town, two boys were 
schoolmates. One was the son of worth- 
while parents; the other a youngster who 
must smart forever under the disgrace of 
his father's 'execution. The other kids 
picked on this boy, whose father, a saloon- 
keeper, had killed a man. He was be- 
friended by the well-bred boy. 

School over, their paths parted. The 
well-bred boy moved to another town, went 
to college and entered the service of the 
United States Division of Investigation, at 
last to be stationed in Fort Worth. One 
day a man came to see him. It was his 
former schoolmate. He had heard his old . 
acquaintance was in the service here; 
would he help him in a marital matter? 
The special agent acted as a mediator — 
and again lost track of his boyhood ac- 
quaintance. 

Years passed. The last big oil boom 
came to Texas. Towns arose overnight. 
Blade gold gushed from fields of slimy mud. 
Slab-boarded buildings sprang up out of 
the mire to house poolrooms, gambling 
halls, and worse. Ruffians flooded into the 


fields from all parts of the United States. 
One day the killer’s son again called on his 
former schoolmate. 

“ I need help," he said. “A fellow asked 
me to help him hold up a train — the No. 
11, with the payroll on it." 

The payroll, more than $100,000 in cash, 
was carried out of Fort Worth monthly on 
No. 11. Immediately the special agent 
sought legal advice; the district attorney’s 
opinion was that men cotild not be arrested 
for something which had not happened. 

S O a grim game began. Other special 
agents were hurriedly summoned. The 
killer's son was sent forth to gain what in- 
formation he could and report anew. The 
surveillance narrowed to three men: J. L. 
Morris, a half-breed known as “Indian 
Charlie,” W. T. Edwards, known as 
“Billie Edwards," and A. K. Jenkins, 
called “Skeete.” 

“Skeete" was the man who had first ap- 
proached the saloon-keeper’s son; he was 
new to crime, and he talked. Not much. 
Only a hint now and then of what was 
going to happen. But it was enough to 
give special agents a line on whom they 
must watch and from whom they could 
learn vital information about desperate 
men. From here, from there, the plot was 
at last pieced together. 

On the night of September 14th, when 
No. 1 1 pulled out of Fort Worth with the 
payroll, Indian Charlie would leap into the 
express car from a box car on an adjoining 
track in the yards. He would cover the 
messenger with his gun, tie him up, and 
then, when the train passed the water 
tank, two and a half miles out, he would 
kick out the mail bags containing the pay- 
roll, to be picked up by his two comrades. 
Then he would close the express-car door, 
cut the messenger’s throat, and, when the 
train started upgrade a few miles farther 
on, drop off and join his comrades in the 
cellar of an old house in the woods near 
Lake Worth. There they would split the 
loot. 

Indian Charlie could do all that; the 
special agents were sure of it. He was a 
giant, with great arms and gorillalike 
hands. His cruel face showed him to be 
capable of murdering a helpless man. 

At 1 1 :30 on the night of September 14th, 
No. 11 stood as usual on its track in the 
Fort Worth station. Conductor and 
engineer chatted together and compared 
watches. In the combination mail and 
express car, the messenger sat as usual, 
with the door open. 

At last came the starting signal, and the 


train gathered speed on its way out of the 
yards, at last to clatter past a line Of empty, 
black-mawed box cars. Then, out of the 
night, Indian Charlie leaped through the 
door of the express car, his gun already 
sliding from its holster.* 

“Put 'em up l" he shouted. 

The messenger whirled from his desk, 
with his hands in the air. The huge bandit 
worked swiftly. 

A coil of rope came from a loop at his 
waist. He forced the man to the wall of the 
car, commanded him to put his hands be- 
hind his back, and, with lightninglike pulls 
and cruel jerks, bound him and pushed 
him to the floor. Then he turned to the 
mail sacks, swiftly sorting out those con- 
taining registered mail. 

The train had rumbled over a bridge; it 
was only a few hundred yards to the water 
tank. Indian Charlie braced himself in the 
door, and as the train roared past the tank, 
with a single push of a great foot, he sent 
the sacks, containing $100,000, out into 
the darkness. That done, he reached for 
the door. 

It slid groaningly to its hasps. Indian 
Charlie pulled it tighter. Then, with a 
swift glance about him, he slithered a long 
knife from his belt and with a stealthy 
crouch started toward the helpless mes- 
senger. 

T-TE NEVER got there. At one end of the 

^ car were some packing boxes. Magi- 
cally they had opened. Special agents and 
other officers had moved swiftly into view. 
Guns leveled, they shouted for the giant to 
put up his hands. He chose to shoot it out. 
But, before he could pull the trigger, a 
burst of flame had come from the other end 
of the car. The great knees of Indian 
Charlie caved slowly. His gun hand re- 
laxed; he sank to the floor in death. 

Meanwhile, at the water tank, the other 
bandits hurried to pick up the bags of 
money and rush them to the car which 
would take them to the old house in the 
woods. But they halted at the sound of 
voices from the darkness — again there was 
the call of officers to “Put 'em up." Billie 
Edwards swiftly drew his gun and fired. 
The bullet missed a special agent by 
inches. The returning fire was more sure — 
Billie Edwards joined Indian Charlie in 
death. Only one was left, Skeete, the 
novice. Shaking with fright, he stood with 
his arms high above his head, in surrender. 

Thus ends the story of a special agent, 
who, as a boy, went to school with another 
boy whose father had been hanged for mur- 
der. One never knows the future. 




On Such a Night . . 

( Continued from page 73) 


along! She tried to define to herself 
what she felt. Certainly not fear of these 
quiet hills, nor fear of being alone in them. 
Rather it was .an overwhelming and 
quite unprecedented need for companion- 
ship. Seriously she pondered this. They 
stood up, and then they both laughed. 

“I didn't realize you were so little!" he 
explained. 

“I had no idea you were so tall!” she 
said. 

For an instant they faced each other, 
still laughing, as though the difference in 
their respective statures were a thing of 
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tremendous humor. Doctor or not, he had 
a nice smile. And she didn't really dislike 
doctors . . . any more than she really 
thought the moon looked like green cheese. 
It was just that . . . 

TIKE two small parasites treading the 
backs of prehistoric monsters, they 
moved across the hills. Beneath their feet 
the tangled hog cranberry was springy; it 
gave them a sense of bounding, of incred- 
ible lightness of body. A wire fence glit- 
tered directly before them, and doctor 
Hale picked Tomsine up casuallV and 


dropped her on the other side as though 
she had been a puppy. 

“Thanks," she said. Her heart ham- 
mered against her ribs. 

They walked on in silence, and she sighed. 

“Isn't—” 

“Did you ever know Hugh Carter?" 
he asked at the same instant. “The 
surgeon? " 

She shook her head. “Jsn’f the moonlight 
lovely ?” was what she had started to say. 
Of all banal, idiotic questions! 

“What about him?" she asked. 

Ethan Hale told her as they walked. 
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Honorable tetin So'cho, 

46 Niagara rails Boulevard, ■ 

Buffalo, Her? fork* f • 

Boar Chiefs , - . ' - 

r £ ^yed.ia setewledgins your letter 

" 1 JanU5U7 l Kiflji hut X Touted you to know that X 
received the ease* X s?as trefcteously distressed 
concerning tho action takes at Buffalo affecting ••> 
you. lour record of ncMoyeysnts as Chief pf 
Police of that city should certainly have raised 
thQ positipu of Chief of Police from the "football* " 
of PO-ivies,, Bhat la particularly irritating is . 
thO' fact thaf the great ter icaa public and saaay 
xcct-fiEcoug eenniesiong are tmaniinoua in the or- - 
precsicnof thoir view to the effect that politics 
is largely the Cause of the erino condition in this * 
country today, and yet, politics continues to in a 
large measure control the law enforcement agencies 

dates; as they do, m will have 
■ a crime problem to wrestle with, \ . ' , 

. certainly keep in mind your desire to 

still continue your interest and activities in law 
• enforcement work, and should 1 hoar, of any field * 



‘ > expressions of ny best regards and 

highest esteem, X am 


.Sincerely yours, 

■ 4 Bows# ' ' 
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\ Mr* Source? ByAejr Cooler, 
' \ . 1212 Hfth Avenue* 


•'C -i •> ^£0 


■Zy Z ?/L^ts 


Zn as^lts! u*t& your rarest- iaS2$! ,$£* Mesial. 
har£<* aTay* of iasss 0££ie% for certain. 


•. fi&p Bucket &*•:* ^eanotoii ssaa* . : ' . ■'- _ . '- ' . . ' 

aajtev sSsdeis you tiesirs «-IXl fee 'Jfgand i» ino . 
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. MEMORANDUM 





M3* Nathan. 

Tolson 

Glegrg 

M Ft* Cowley ... 

-d wards 

M R % Esran 

Mf?» Quinn 
MR* Lester 

Locke 

MH, Rorer .... 


Agent in Charge Fay telephoned from New York 
to advise me of a request he had received from Mr. 

Courtney Ryley^Cooper for information concerning 
William Chessen and his wife, connected with the Luer 
kidnaping. He wanted the following information: If they (?) 

were wide awake and had reported certain facts to the 
authorities, would it have helpedj the past histories 
of these two; what has been their employment j anything 
unusual about their activities that should have been 
reported to authorities after the kidnaping but before 
the apprehension of both of them which might have assisted 
in breaking the case. Mr. Fay stated that the article is 
due Monday and that Mr. Cooper would need the material by 
i tomorrow. I told Mr. Fay that I would mail it to Mr. Cooper 
[this afternoon at his home. 

i 
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'SPiGIiX I&LVTEBI , 
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MB. CLEGG 

MB. COWLEY .... 
«IB. EDWARDS.. 
-H. EGAN — : 

B. QUINN 

. LESTER 



borer . 


I.Ir. Courtney Ryley -Cooper was furnished 
with copies of the following interesting cases: 


7 JameaTBeJute, Jr. 

7-9 Harley OjJ%rry, Jr. 
7-36 Odell C^yfBoyles 
7-50 Reo VerneVs^nkey 
7-H5 Charles Avj^Jrschel 


v. 


Hr. Cooper advised me that in the larch 
issue of Th«D American Ilagasine, he plans to 
run a story concerning police matters in and 
near Denver,. Colorado j the April issue will 
contain a story on Smuggling; the lay issue 
one on the participation of women ih gangster 
activities and the June' issue rail contain a 
sto'ry upon which he was working at the time 
he 'was in Washington involving kidnapping cases. 


RECORDED 
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FEB .1.0 1934 


Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 
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February 8, 1934. 


J . ' 7 7 

13?. Courtney BylejAjooper, 
1213 Fifth. Avenue, 

Hew York City.. 


•Dear "f^Leyf 


ALL IffEXIATlCN CONTAINED 
HEREIN 1_§ UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 


\ X am very glad to furnish you.y/ith 'the following inf oimtionwith < 
.reforence to the activities of the person known as Jack Elutas, as .. 
reflected by the files of this Division; . * J • 

According to our identification files, Elutas was arrested in June ' 
of 1925 at Peoria, Illinois, charged with the theft of an automobile, ■ 

in April of 1929 he was indicted, by the Federal Grand Fury at Peoria 
charged with violation of the , national Kotor Vehicle 'Iheft.’iKct and- the ' 
national Prohibition Act*. However, it appears that he rapidly expanded’ v 
his activities and in 1931 this Division was advised that Elutas* ap- 
prehension was desired by officials at DCs Koines , Iowa-, to ahswer a 
kidnaping charge. He was also wanted at Chicago for kidnaping and his , 
arrest was being sought by various officials because of his connection 
with many crises, including the crime of murder. 

* s , c . A - . 

During his criminal career Elutas is .reported to' have used the _ 
names of John Elutas* Ted Elutas, "Handsome Jack” Elutas, J.. E. Floss, - , 
lack Floss, J. ,JS. Elaus, Jack Uyefs, Ted Williams;, William J. Lambert 
and Jack Killer* Because of his known connection with kidnaping activities 
an intensive search was conducted for Elutas by the various law enforce- 
ment officials*, including'' Agents of this- Division, and .on. January 0, 1934, 
Elutas was shot and killed by Chicago Police officers while resisting ar~ 
fest* This Division Was particularly interested- in securing the finger- 
’ prints of Elutas taken after his death, because of the various items, which 
.appeared in the press to the effect that he had secured the services of a 
surgeon to perform ah operation on the "bulbs^ of his fingers, 5 to. enable 
Elutas to escape identification upon the occasion of a future arrest* . 
However, when the prints taken after death were received in our " 

. Identification Unit, it was found that the slight changes effected therein, 
possibly self-inflicted, were of such. an inconsequential nature that they 
did not preclude immediate’ identification. ^ 



' -n / F "'-i 

I desireto assure, you of my pleasure? in supplying this fathcr/brief 
resume of Elutas* activities for your consideration*; Jith expressions of . 


my kindest regards, I am- 
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■Jv-Edgar Hoover 
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JO&N EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR TOLSON. 


There was delivered to you yesterday to be in 
turn delivered to Mr. Courtney RyleytfCooper a photostatic 
copy of a brief prepared by Special Agent R. E. Vetterli 
dated December 15 > 1933 dealing with the kidnaping case of 
MaryJMcElroy at Kansas City, Missouri. 

Your attention was invited to the fact that the 
data contained in this brief was of a very confidential 
nature. 


Copies of this brief are not kept in this office 
for distribution because of the confidential data contained 
therein. 


It is the writer's opinion that this particular 
kidnaping case should not be written up as an interesting 
case for release in view of the way in which the case 
"broke" and of the important part played by confidential 
informants in this case. 


Respectfully, 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
Director 
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February- 21, 1934. 
HUIORAIIDUII FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


MR. NATHAN.... 
MR. TOLSON .... 


MR. CLEGG....... 

MR. COWLEY _ 
MR. EDWARDS 


MR. 6GAN ....... 

MR. QUINN...., 

M«. LESTER ... 
MR. LOCKE...., 


MR. BORER,-.. 


concerning his^ontemS^^ Tue sday afternoon 

"The Snatch Racket". ‘He^eouestJd T : !agasine ©“titled 
of an uo to date map ^ a copy 

soae Mae ago which related to kidnaping case" Tl Jtt Di , visi 1 on 

prepared informing him th^t tw. „ ° d f e T* ^ i e tter has been 

He also as!:ed f l 10t been kept ^ to d “te. 
u» to date. Statistical information in Mapping cases 

Ih\ Cooper advised me that he i<? n/M-i,,,. „ , . , 

story relating to the fact th*+ dd ^ S a P°f ts crxpt to his 

to the Division for personal identified SUDmit their fingerprints 
ferring to the fact that ^ He *■* re- 
fmgerprint impressions and is stating , ^ em P ted to change their 
things in connection with kidnanned vid^ ? ne ° f 4 the most important 

he available in order to oositively identifvd^^ ? leir fin S er P r ints 
tnat the fingerprints of ei-H -™c ^ tify them. He is stating 

criminal fingerprint cards. I see'no SScf ^ ed - se P ax ‘ a * fcel y from the 
in the magazine story. jection to these statements 

Respectfully, 


Clyde Tol son. 
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Sew York City, 


Uear Byleyz 
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issued by tile Bi^sioa* ' ^ aeaoranda recently 

Unifora Criae Reports 

« 2 rS££&?«— *<— 


ALL INFCC’.'ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

date 


„ , Wn£ SSSS classif i^o H of 

“L”- 1 Identification 

lMtSStiS n of U I“fji'?? ted fry Police 

In® mvisioo of InrelilSof IprAat tfls 
international J ^ 

ihe IdentificaSoa &°of S ge ?? r ^ t8 
■ investigation * 1 te Vision, of 

Cards 

to &o2bS i 3!“\9| 3 ^ 3tl,:e » Zr°TlSl™’ 1 

Of teteronfto yof tte afo TO data rill pr0VB 

^ S1 ™ 3 of ^ Iwfwamas, j m 


• It-h.® SECTlOW i’ 
K A 1 l e o i| 


r b® 2 &k& *1 

p. ,, Xnci "#i25S 


wlliC5 l 6X'Oig^' ^ ^ ,.;c.' ey — rrn.> iti 

‘ ^gas* Hoo^mds^ ^ o4 ~~ /*$ 

becoeded * 4 f / 

’-C jS 34 ;>,v . \^V 

\ . . •' V.fiVS * 

r r--"' * .- * V i 


b^' 


IS*-: 







ctttm 





Hfiwwy 24* 1934* 



<3 

ft*V Ccfttrtatgr Syloy Qo>c$«r* . 

ww vim 

•wr Tort City, 

C*er 

With w i f& cm gm to your tal opt i oo l o 
**gm* «f *r- t4aen Mgr# £ M otiftioaiaf 
M tt • li«* rtetmirnl ' 

Mm with i tfimn to Uta at kifesgiaff mur* 
rrtmtrmi. t# i» #jp lotter to you of y##Wr*«y. 

1 tort Mr mil MHW yw TwnrvGM** 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
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't have be6tt o.dtd.sed of your recent telephone m&fst for a copy 
.of a map suitable for reproduction showing the cases, which have? bees 
investigated by the Division under the settled federal Kidnaping -, 

.% m sorry to advise you that this snap* ecopy of 1 which you saw 
soas time age* ; bos not been kept up to date and, is not available «;. ... 


*’ 1 ant i'etii^iing bere^ draft of ihe.sbo^enti^^ 

, Backets ' 1 would. like- fc> oaks the following minor suggestions in eonjase^ , 
'4iou with tM,s stenys. ^ \ . ;■ ','.- .. 

' '. ... It is suggested that on page eight* the following sentence be :' ' 

eliminated since it appear to- jgim information to persons involved in .. , 
kidnaping cases Which night deter .successful investigative inquiry? f M ’ 
nearly all Insist that, all ransom notes be returned with the rabSo k money t . 
•so*. that these cfihnot be naed against then as evidence*’* * ; 


, : ’ On page eleven* paragraph two* it is suggested that the phrase *that 
, •■•■ it is all but impossible to reach them** be' changed ta read,, tthat it is 
*’Uite difficult to reach then* w \ ", \ ■ •••“ • • . * ; . 

., .; ' . She sentence -beginning at -the bottom of page thirteen should be •• • 

!•• Changed to- read ns follows;- ‘•’fhe result is that in 24 kldnapings since - 
jane, 193^* the Division of Investigation of the United .States. Department 
of Justice* directed by d« Edgar Hoover* 53 persons have boon convicted 
;. at '.this writing* .^-received death seatcnCesj 11 went, to prison for life* : 
v - and sentences were imposed amounting to an aggregate of 174 years* -12 
; parsons arc in custody awaiting .15s6$a3U . Ihe biggest haul of all came in - , 
. the. Crschel case*® , ''' . \ • -■ ; 


On page nineteen* fivet sentbnec* the .foiling change is suggested* 

. *In that* regard* the wise family of 1 a kidnaped person these days puts in 
. & direct telephone call for the Division of investigation* National 7H7* . 

trasMmton* b* C4» where an Agent of. the Division is bn duty night/cnd day 
, ; waiting for-'dust such -calls as thesa*^^^ ' FZ $ 


- V- ■- . ■ : ■ . ; W/M ^#¥1 : 

1 trust you will fully understand, the reasons': for ..the foregoing -sug--/ */-. p . • 
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With. all good wishes, X e» . ; // 

'i\?D ■;W-'7-Vvv-’ ,; . ^ - ' '* 
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February 14, 1934 





Attorney General Cummings, 
Washington, D. C. 


Honored Sir: 

Q With reference t the articles that have appeared in 

The Americ an , Maga zine, submitted by Hr. Hoover under your 
jurisdiction, I wish to observe I think his articles impolitic 
detrimental, and of no service to the department. 

If the purpose of the article is to warn and instruct 
the public as t' how t' detect a criminal, well and good, but 
as the detective and police forces are to do the work, then 
eliminate the public from the picture. I do not know, 'but I cannot 
imagine Sco 'blond Yard Indulging in any such exploitation. In my 
time I have known many Chiefs of Police and Detective Forces, and 
also their working forces, but they are the last to say anything 
about their past, present, or future work. Their conversation is 
generally directed along general lines and does not pertain to 
their work, so why should Mr. Hoover indulge in this amateurish 
pastime. 


ri i information contained 


There is another phase to this matter in that it 
informs the public about the methods employed ty the crooked men 
engaged in hat work, and if there are any weak ones among the 
readers of Mr. Hoover’s articles, it simply stimulates their mind 
to do a little work in this direction themselves. 

I am a strong advocate of all that the present 
administration is trying to do, and think the department presided 
over by Mr. Hoover one of the best things that has been inaugurahed, 
but it is one of the activities of the Government that should not 
be exploited through the press or by the magazine article. 


My views may not coincide with yours but are 
respectfully submitted "for the good of the order". 



Very respectfully ~ £ | S' 9^ 
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Mr. T. Edgar Hoover 
The American Magazine 
Hew York City- 


Dear Sir: 


O 

The editors of The American Magazine have referred 
/me to you for permission to reprint your story, 

> "How Wise is a Crook?" from the December issue, 1933. 
I should like to use it in a textbook designed to aid 
high school students, college students, and adults to 
/read with greater speed, accuracy, and intelligence. 


Tests have shown high school students, for example, 
with third and fourth grade reading ability. It is 
possible, in many cases, to ascertain the causes of 
this reading deficiency and effect improvement.. Such 
remedial work, however, requires the knowledge of an 
expert in the physiology and psychology of reading. 

It is my hope to provide a textbook which would give 
such assistance to the amateur in remedial reading. 


Obviously, good lively entertaining practice in read- 
ing must be an essential part of such a textbook. It 
is for this purpose that I should like to use your 
stories. 





For your convenience, I am enclosing a self-addressed 
envelope and a form which requires only your signature. 
I sincerely trust that you will feel disposed to grant 
me permission to reprint. I should be grateful for a 

reply as soon as ^ L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

Very sincerely yours, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE_i 
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(Miss) Carol Hovious 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 


Dear Miss Hoviousr 
have 

You k ave no ^_ my permission to reprint my story, 


"How Wise is a Crook?"' from The American Magazine 
for December 1933* 


Signedr 
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KIDNAPPERS get at least one 
\ m person every twenty-four hours. 

The homes of the rich are today homes 
of fear. Even those with moderate sav- 
ings are apprehensive. Citizens by the 
hundreds are sending to the Division of 
Investigation of the United States De- 
partment of Justice in Washington for 
noncriminal fingerprint cards, that their 
fingerprints may be on file for identifica- 
tion purposes if they should suddenly 
disappear. Men, women, and children 
move carefully about in what should be 
an abode, but is little more than a well- 
furnished cage. 

The bulky man who paces in front of 
the house is a hired, guard. The nurse 
who takes the children to school is often 
an armed female detective. And in 
many schools teachers are required to 
see that their wards are safely started 
homewards, free from a call into some 
stranger’s automobile. Such ds the fear 
of the Snatch Racket. 

There are advantages today in being 
poor. The wolf at the door is a better 
guardian than many rich persons pos- 
sess — and less trouble. One hears that 
Doris Duke, of the tobacco millions, is to 
be at a certain party on a certain night. 
She doesn’t appear — having gone to 
some other party instead, and using the 
publicity of the first one as a camouflage. 
The children of families like the Edsel 
Fords are heavily guarded. Mary Pick- 
ford recently appealed for protection. 
Guards accompanied J. N. (Ding) Dar- 
ling, the cartoonist, home to Iowa after a 
trip to Washington. Joseph Hergeshei- 
mer, the author, received an extortion 
letter. The list goes on endlessly. 

Neither Darling nor Hergesheimer is 
rated as a man of great wealth. The ex- 
tortionist and the kidnapper are not 
particular about grabbing multimillion- 
aires. They will attack anyone whose 
life savings are enough to warrant a 
ransom. Last year, the United States 


Department of Justice made arrests in 
33 cases of extortion where kidnapping, 
injury, or death was threatened. There 
were 29 convictions, and 16 persons 
await trial at this writing. This, of 
course, is in addition to the actual ab- 
ductions. 

We believe that we hear about many 
kidnappings. The truth is that not 1 
in 20 ever reaches the newspapers. 
Only about 20 major kidnappings 
made the first pages last year, yet the 
National Crime Commission estimates 
that there are 3,000 kidnappings of all 
kinds in the United States every year! 

'T'HE Snatch Racket is an outgrowth 
-** of gangdom, and, in many cases, is 
a highly organized business, requiring 
" finger” men, contact men, hide-outs, 
money passers, and other specialists, 
not to mention the Better Brains which 
often direct the activities. True, there 
are amateur jobs, but they are in the 
minority. It is common underworld 
knowledge that many of the big mobs 
are concerned in some way with the 
kidnapping racket. 

In the underworld it is also accepted 
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meant someone else. Oh, I won't start 
anything, if you're afraid of that." 

Boz meditated. "There are rumors," 
he said, "that Aaron Lawrence is in town. 
If he is, he'll probably be at the party." 

I frowned. This Aaron Lawrence was 
a publisher who had inherited four„ 
papers, and gone ahead and bought four 
more. I 'd never met him, but from what 
I'd heard it didn't do anyone any good 
to meet him, socially or otherwise. 

Boz guessed my thoughts. "Oh, he's 
hard to sell, I know. But they do say 
he'll buy a comic strip or two if you find 
the right approach." 

"Has anyone ever found it?" I asked. 

Boz sighed. " I believe not," he said 
sadly. 

Charlie squirmed anxiously in his 
chair. " I might meet someone I know," 
he said again. . . . 

TEW ROEDER lived in an apartment- 
" hotel, in a penthouse overlooking the 
river. His Wide-Eyed Susan had been 
one of the best-selling girlie-girlie strips 
for twenty-five years, and Lew had 
made plenty. His parties were famous, 
and they were always crowded. There 
must have been sixty people, all of them 
well dressed, and some of them impor- 
tant, scattered through the apartment 
when we arrived. 

Charlie looked more like the visiting 
cousin than ever as he stood in the studio 
living-room and stared. But you could 
hardly blame him. The room was richly 
furnished^and at was.so .big .you, had to 
look twice for the grand piano. There 
were a couple of ferocious-looking tiger- 
skin rugs on the floor, and Wide-Eyed 
Susan sketches were all over the white 
wall paper. The effect was pretty bi- 
zarre. 

Roeder wasn't about, but it didn't 
matter: Boz nudged me to do the 
honors, and he parked Charlie's port- 
folio in the entrance hall while I led the 
boy around. There were some twenty 
or more people I knew, but we didn 't get 
very far. Charlie stopped short as Jed 
Healy danced by with a bright-eyed, 
vivacious little redhead in his arms. I 
grabbed the boy by the wrist, ready to 
pull him away. But he wasn't looking 
at Jed. He was staring at the red- 
headed girl. 

“ That's her ! " he whispered. " Peggy ! " 

I'd never met Peggy Day, but I’d 
seen her by-line in the tab she worked 
for, and I 'd heard of her from various 
people. When a girl like Peggy whirls 
into the newspaper , game in a town, the 
news penetrates. I'd even heard it said 
that they knew of her in the foreign- 
language dailies. 

J ED turned her around, and she saw 
Charlie. Her eyes lit up, and she 
stopped dancing and pushed away from 
Jed. 

"Charlie Lovell!" she called delight- 
edly from the center of the room, and 
ran towards us. 


Next Month 

Preston Patton's business 
was one of our infant indus- 
tries. 'What it needed was a 
few paying customers — and 
the love of a good woman. 
But . . . 

Calm 

Yourself! 

the fast and funny new 
novel by EDWARD HOPE 
which begins in the June is- 
sue of The American Mag- 
azine,, reveals the inner 
workings of the world's 
first — only — anti-embar- 
rassment organization. 
Greatest invention since 
aspirin. 


Charlie had one hand out to greet her, 
and she took it and reached for the 
other. They grinned at each other for 
half a minute, and both of them talked 
excitedly at the same time. I managed 
to .gather that they hadn't, seen^each 
other for several years. 

"We were in high school together," 
Charlie explained, after he remembered 
to introduce me. 

"And Charlie," she added gayly, 
"was an office boy on the paper when I 
was a kid digging up personals for the 
society page." She looked him over 
again and smiled. "Ho,w on earth are 
you, and what on earth brought you 
here?" 

"Chipmunks," said a voice over my 
shoulder. Jed Healy had strolled over, 
and was all set to enjoy himself 'again. 

Charlie showed splendid control. The 
corners of his mouth twitched, but he 
didn ' t even look at Jed . And Peggy was 
too excited to pay any attention. 

TT WAS easy to see they wanted to talk, 
A so I mumbled excuses and ambled off. 
Over my shoulder I saw Charlie take her 
in his arms and start to dance. Jed 
Healy watched them, none too tenderly. 

I strolled out on the terrace. It was 
almost sunset, and the view over the 
river was entrancing. At least I sup- 
posed it was, because there were three 
couples out there gazing at It, and they 
seemed entranced. For years October 
sunsets hadn 't meant very much to me, 
other than that it was time to rush for 
the railroad station to make the New 
Rochelle express. But I couM remember 
how, in the old days, I wasf almost as 
weak in October as in the balmy month 


of May. iPhad become engaged three 
times, and been married once, under the 
October influence. I wondered how 
Charlie was going to get along. 

Then they joined me, arm in arm. 
Peggy was clinging to him and throwing 
back her head and laughing. 

"Don't go," she said to me, putting 
her hand on my arm. " I want to hear 
about this strip Charlie's trying to land. 
He won't tell me a thing." 

" It's a good strip," I answered vaguely. 

" I 'll bet," she nodded. “ I '11 bet it’s a 
scream." 

T LOOKED at Charlie. His lips tight- 
ened; he became resolute. “ It's not 
meant to be funny," he said crisply. 

"Not funny?" she exclaimed. "Is it 
sad?" 

The boy held his breath for a mo- 
ment. "It's meant to be — er — cute. 
It's bedtime-story stuff for the kids." 

She didn't know whether to believe 
him or not. She stared, half smiling. 

"I call it," went on Charlie grimly, 
"Lil' Chippy Chipmunk." 

She believed him then. She said, 
"Oh, Charlie! Not really?" And she 
leaned back against the terrace railing 
and laughed. 

The boy's mouth twisted. "Funny, 
isn’t it?" he said between his teeth. 

I wanted to give her a signal of some 
sort, because she didn't realize what she 
was doing. She didn't notice how 
Charlie stood rigidly with his fists 
clenched; ho w -the color went outofhis 
face. 

"You, of all people!" she laughed. 

He nodded, glowering. "Me, of all 
people!" he said bitterly. "But then 
you always had me figured as an over- 
grown sap, didn't you?" 

She sobered up immediately. "Good- 
ness! Can't a girl have a laugh?" 

" Sure, agirl can," he snapped. “ I don't 
blame you. I'm ridiculous, of course." 

"Charlie!” Her eyes flashed. "You're 
as touchy as ever!" 

I walked away then, leaving Peggy to 
square it if sh'e could. I strolled to the 
far end of the terrace and lit a cigarette. 
I could see Charlie as frigid and stiff as 
ever., Peggy seemed to be pleading for a 
while. Then she began to get mad. It 
didn't look so good for October. 

I sighed, and crushed my cigarette 
into a tray. Someone came out on the 
terrace, and I noticed, as the doors 
"swung open, that the music had stopped 
inside, and that a lot of people were 
.laughing at once and cheering. I went to 
the door, opened it a little, and looked in. 

. What I saw and heard made my heart 
sink like a lead weight. I gave a quick 
glance behind me.. And., sure enough, 
Charlie had left Peggy and was coming 
toward me. I turned, and went to meet 
him. 

"Why go in?" I asked lightly. "Look 
at the pretty sunset!" 

. " You look at it! ” he growled. 

I held on to ( Continued on page 118) 
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^as : a^tthat not 1 gangland snatch out 
■‘•ipfiSO.- is .ever reported to the police. For 
xample, in New York, not long, ago, a 
■ oad way detective got information that 
methirig” was going to be pulled off 
A . ; an /Underworld character. The sus- 
pect was trailed. He was found to be 
holding conferences with two New York 
policemen. More trailing followed. 
Then a mysterious tip, floating through 
the underworld, brought word tliat there 
had been a snatch. 

No kidnapping report had been made 
to the police. Again detectives took up 
the trail, to find out who had been kid- 
napped. They discovered that a widely 
known gambler was missing. They be- 
gan to trail members of the gambler’s 
family, and finally shadowed the wife to 
a hotel, where the detectives engaged 
rooms and cut in on her telephone line. 
From her conversations they learned 
that the gambler had paid his ransom 
and had been released. They also 


learned where the gambler was at that 
moment — hurriedly they sent a detail 
to make him talk. At last he “con- 
fessed” that the underworld character 
and the two policemen had kidnapped 
him! Arrests followed, and convictions. 
Every year there are dozens of such 
cases never reported- to the authorities. 


YW'HEN a gambler, race-track man, 
v or prize-fight promoter is kid- 
napped, the usual procedure is to pay up 
and shut up, for the mobs which make kid- 
napping a business are powerful — often 
they have political affiliations. For in- 
stance, some weeks before repeal, the 
proprietor of a number of New York 
speak-easies was kidnapped and held four 
days. The mob wanted $35,000. The 
speak-easy proprietor insisted that he 
didn’t have the money. The kidnappers 
tried to change his mind by torture; they 
burned his feet with hot irons. At last, 
he was released on payment of $10,000. 




The case never reached the newspapers. 

The greed of the snatcher is insatiable. 
If he is successful in a $10,000 job, he 
wants the next one to net him twice that 
amount. Reo Verne Sankey, who com- 
mitted suicide early this year in Sioux 
Falls, S. Dak., while awaiting Federal 
trial for the kidnapping of Charles 
Boettcher, 2nd, of Denver, was a typical 
example. He got $60,000 for his gang 
for this snatch. Yet at the time of his 
capture he was planning to kidnap 
Boettcher again, and for a greater ran- 
som. He had even written the note that 
was to be sent the victim’s family. 

One form of kidnapping which is now 
finding great favor might be called the 
Badger Game Grab.” Most people 
have heard of the old-time badger game, 
in which some man is tricked into visit- 
ing a woman’s apartment and there 
surprised by the “irate husband,” who 
insists on calling the police, until his out- 
raged feelings are mollified by money. 
That, in a way, has been a petty racket. 
The new one is much more remorseless 
and lucrative. 


Armed with the Lindbergh law, Uncle Sam is mak- 
ing things hot for the nation-wide Snatch Racket, 
which claims at least one victim every day 


ILLUSTSATFO BY SAUL UPPER 



Blindfolded, could you “see” enough to 
trap your abductors? Urschel could, and did 


This time, there is no irate husband* 
The kidnappers simply walk in and take 
their man away from their woman 
decoy. He has been watched for weeks, 
and the kidnappers possess plenty of 
blackmail material for which, under 
ordinary circumstances, they could get a 
fair amount of money. But they do not 
stop at blackmail. 

The victim is told that he will be 
killed if he does not supply a ransom. 
He is allowed to make all the telephone 
calls he pleases, and to write as many 
checks as he desires; the threat of dis- 
grace will keep him silent about his 
abductors. Few men are going into 
court to give testimony that will not 
only break up their homes, but ruin 
their business careers. 

r T'HE result is that more than one 
x business man has telephoned his wife 
that he has a “big deal” for which he re- 
quires cash. She then sells securities to 
get that cash, and she forwards it to her 
husband in another town, not realizing 
that she is sending him ransom to escape 
a gang of blackmailing kidnappers. At 
last, with the ransom paid, he is free — 
and silent.* If he reports the kidnapping 
he must report also all the circumstances 
which led up to it. 

Gangsters and racketeers are com- 
monly associated with large cities. But 
no town is, too remote to escape the 
menace of organized kidnapping. 'Take 
the case of James De Jute, Jr. This boy 
was on his way ( Continued on page 142 ) 
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BARRY GILBERT had steppePmto 
another mah’s 'shoeS; and found they had 
to be kept shining^ Jobless, .he % had 
sought shelter from a'sto'rm in the empty 
Southampton home of the wealthy pub" 
lisher/ Jbhn Giarke "Ridder. Both' Mr.' 
and Mrs. fodder were abroad, where the 
former was taking the cure at Bad" 
Nauheim. The servants appeared, and 
mistook Barry for the rich man’s disin^ 
herited' son. So did, the neighbors — 
especially Judge Hambidge' and his 
daughter Patricia. Amused, Barry de" 
cided to play the role for a while. 

His life as a rich young man progressed 
smoothly until a girl arrived and an" 
nounced that she was John Clarke Rid" 
der Jr.’s wife and that her husband, who 
had assumed the name Jay Rogers when 
disinherited, was under arrest as the 


murderer of Mike Kelly, New York’s 
political boss. Barry had always hacl 
the disposition to' “take a chance,” but 
he had never dreamed the man he was 
impersonating would be in trouble . . . 
or have a wife. The, situation became 
more involved when Barry learned that 
Judge Hambidge, frequently accused of 
being a fool of Kelly’s,' had visited the 
latter the 4 night he was killed. 

Convinced that the reaT Ridder was 
innocent, Barry decided to help the boy* 
win his freedom. ^After confessing his 
identity to the imprisoned youth’s wife, 
he persuaded Peter Winslow, famous 
criminal lawyer whom he had met 
through the Hambidges, to act as de" 
fense attorney. Then, under his own 
name, he obtained a job as reporter on 
the Ridder' newspaper. 




Sacked by his newspaper connection, 
Barry spent" the week days tracking 
down Kelly’s murderer.. Weekends he 
>was at Southampton as' John Clarke 
Ridder, Jr., hlthough both Patricia and 
her' father knew , now that he was n^ 
young Ridder. 'Barry was determine 
to win Pat. and had told her that 
loyed her. He was disturbed, though, . 
find that % she believed he suspected 
Judge Hambidge of being the killer. He 
tried to. convince, her that such was not 
the case: 

“Pat, I know. Kelly was alive when 
your father left.” * - 

Before she could reply the door 
opened. Judge Hambidge stood there. 

“You’re wrong, Mr. Gilbert. When I 
left the house Kelly wasn’t alive.” 

The latest developments follow. . . . 
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He h ad to save another 
man and himself ... there 
was a lady in . distress , tool 


By Chaining Pollock 




£% THEY were a curiously inert little 
v group for a minute or two after the 
revelation. 

It was like a play, Barry thought; cur" 
tain down on a climax, and the actors 
relaxing until it should rise again for the 
next scene. Once more, as on the night 
he had become involved in this drama, 
Barry had a queer sense of unreality. 
Outside, somewhere, someone was mow" 
ing the lawn. He could hear the whir of 
the machine. All the commonplace 
things of every day were occurring 
around them, and here Judge Hambidge 
stood, still supporting his daughter, who 
had failed to keep him from making 
what was almost a confession of murder. 

“I left the house at two o’clock,” 


Hambidge had admitted, “but, when I 
left it, Kelly wasn’t alive.” 

After a time, Barry crossed the room 
to the pair. And, aware of his move" 
ment, Tat released herself, and turned 
on him. 

“Well, now you know,” she said. 
“You know about us, but, remember, 
we know about you, too.” < 

She was herself again, hard and de" 
fiant. 


IGNORING her, for the moment, 
1 Barry asked the judge, “Do you want 
to tell me what happened?” 

“You told us most of it,” Hambidge 
answered, without looking at Pat. “As 
you say, ‘in politics, even honest men 


have to listen to reason sometimes/ 
You’ve no idea what I had at stake, Mr. 
Gilbert.” 

“ I can guess.” 

“I wrote my opinion in the Jefferson 
Street proceedings, and then, again as 
you say, I couldn’t go through with it . 
I’d never done a crooked thing in my 
life. I don’t know how I ever made that 
speech at the Aspinwali. The instant it 
was finished, I telephoned Kelly. ‘You’d 
better come down and talk it over,’ he 
said.” 

The judge wiped his hands with a 
handkerchief, and motioned Barry to a 
chair. 

“Let’s sit down,” he suggested. “I 
haven’t been well.” 
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c^yryi taking 
mi/ dollaAA 



“I'm not going to Europe or any. 
place else outside theU. S.A. 
A dollar is still worth a dollar here 
and the bargains in Western Vaca- 
tions are the best I’ve ever known 
... so, I'm bound for the Union 
Pacific West.” 

There’s plenty to choose from when 
you go Union Pacific: 

Zion-Bryce-Grand Canyon 
Yeljowstone-Grand Teton 
Rocky Mountain National Parks 
Colorado — Utah 
California and Hawaii 
Pacific Northwest and Alaska 
Western Dude Ranches 
Boulder Dam 


. . . and somewhere in this list is a 
vacation that will suit you to a“t.” 
Write today for information about 
1934 bargains and vacation 
opportunities. 


Mr. W. S. Basinger, Pass’r Traffic Mgr. 
Room 3 7, Union Pacific Railroad 
Omaha, Nebr. 

Please send me information about Vacations 

in 

Name 

Street 

City State 


UNION PACIFIC 


Closing in on the Kidnappers 

(.Continued from page 75) 


to school in Niles, Ohio, one morning in 
Marclv 1932, when two men seized him, 
forced him into an automobile, and sped 
away with him. The next night his father 
was reported to have received an anony- 
mous telephone call, demanding $20,000 
ransom. 

A Youngstown, Ohio, detective un- 
earthed confidential information that the 
boy was being held in a “ kidnapper’s lair.” 
This, “lair”" was a bootlegger’s house 
about 100 yards off the road between Niles 
and Youngstown, and known as “Scotty’s 
Place.. * The officers went there and 
knocked. No answer. They broke in. 
Apparently the house was deserted, but 
they found a schoolbook which had be- 
longed to young De Jute. A pillow, mat- 
tress, and blanket on the floor were still 
warm. The stove held the heat of a recent 
fire. 

The officers began to tear up the place. 
A barred door led to the cellar. They broke 
it open. No one was there. Then they be- 
gan to test the walls. One portion seemed 
thicker than another. They sawed through 
the light partition— and the first thing 
they saw was the white face of the kidnap 
victim. Then, at the command of the 
armed officers, the abductors themselves 
came forth. Two of them got sentences of 
life imprisonment, a third drew from one 
to twenty years. 

In recent months Federal officers have 
been impressed by the striking similarity 
of methods employed ;by kidnappers wher- 
ever they operate, whether they be mem- 
bers of a mob, ordinary criminals, or 
supposed amateurs. In almost every case 
the victim is first watched and catalogued, 
then put “on the spot.” 

The kidnappers seem to possess an un- 
canny knowledge of the best time and 
place to seize their victim. Their method 
of demanding ransom is usually the same — 
either by a letter dropped at the house of a 
friend, or by a quick, jerky telephone call 
in which the message is given so quickly 
that there is little chance to trace the call. 
They all bind the eyes of the victim with 
adhesive tape. The methods of delivery of 
ransom aresimilar to a degree. The snatch- 
ers insist on money of small denomina- 
tions — and they seem to know just how 
much ready cash to- demand. 

All this may mean a certain freemasonry 
among kidnappers, through which success- 
ful methods of operations are passed on 
from gang to gang. Or it may mean that 
kidnapping, as a business, is carried on by 
comparatively few men — men who direct 
the dumb brutes who actually do the job 
and take the penalty if caught. 

V\7HEN Charles F. Urschel, the Okla- 
^ V homa oil millionaire, was kidnapped 
last summer, his captors were men and 
women of limited education. Who, then, 
wrote the Urschel ransom notes, containing 
such complicated phraseology as this: 

“You will ride on the observation plat- 
form, where you may be observed by 
someone at some station along the line be- 
tween Oklahoma City and Kansas City, 
Missouri. If indications are alright, some- 
where along the right of way you will 
observe a fire on trae right side of the track 
(facing direction {rain is bound). That 


first fire will be your cue to be prepared to 
throw bag to track immediately after pass- 
ing second fire. 

“Mr. Urschel will, upon our instructions, 
attend to the fires and secure the bag when 
you throw it off; he will open it and trans- 
fer the contents to a sack that he will be 
provided with. So, if you comply with our 
demand and do not attempt any subter- 
fuge, as according to The News you have 
pledged, Mr. Urschel should be home in a 
very short while.” 

That letter could easily have been a 
business man’s instructions to a sales 
manager, or an attorney’s letter to a client. 
It could, in fact, have been the sort of 
letter to be written by almost anyone — ex- 
cept a person of limited education! 

When George (Machine-Gun Kelly) 
Barnes went to prison as one of the kid- 
nappers of Urschel, he boasted that he 
would be free in a short time. More than a 
third of the Urschel ransom money of 
$200,000 is still missing. Is there someone 
on the outside, someone who writes letters 
.with almost legal phraseology, still carry- 
ing the flag for the gang that rests in 
prison? 

“ I hate to use the term * Master Mind,’ ” 
a Government official told me recently, 
“but I am becoming more and more con- 
vinced every day that there are Master 
Minds in these kidnapping cases, and that 
they are persons so surrounded by legal 
and political protection that it is quite 
difficult to reach them.” 

Y^\NE of the few cases in which the “fin- 
^ ger,” or Master Mind, has been identi- 
fied was the Luer kidnapping, involving 
Mrs. Charles Chessen, of Alton, 111. She 
and her husband led a double existence. 
On one hand, they moved in circles of 
respectability in the community, where 
Charles Chessen was known as an insurance 
salesman. On the other, however, -Mrs. 
Chessen, particularly, was the brains of a 
gang of bootleggers, bank robbers, and all- 
round crooks. At last she turned to kid- 
napping, and, after conferring with various 
gangsters concerning the desirability of ab- 
ducting a certain young man of Alton, gave 
it up as impracticable. Suddenly she said: 

' »“ Why ’haven’t I thought of Old Man 
Luer?” 

The prospective victim was August 
Luer, seventy-seven years old, a retired 
meat packer and president of the Alton 
Banking and Trust Company. Shortly 
afterward, two men and a woman, not 
Mrs. Chessen, entered the Luer home on 
the pretext of using the telephone, and ab- 
ducted him. But Mr. Luer was very old 
and ill; while the family gathered the 
$100,000 ransom necessary to free him, the 
kidnappers, afraid that he might die in 
their custody, voluntarily released him. 
Swift work by Division of Investigation 
agents and the St. Louis police resulted in 
the identification by Mrs. Luer of a sus- 
pect’s picture. He was arrested, and con- 
fessed. 

The brains of the job, it transpired, had 
been Mrs. Chessen. She was sent to the 
penitentiary for life. Two men received 
the same sentence, and three others shorter 
ones. Another woman, Grace Chase, and 
two men are fugitives. 


^Babes in the Woods, by Beverly Smith 


the ranks to $45 a month, and are helping 
to run things. And, the assistant leaders — 
sixteen boys of the $36 class. These fellows 
have got some stuff in them. 

4 * And if T had a son, I would rather have 
him spend six months in a CCC camp than , 
two years in Harvard, Yale, or Princeton. 
He would get something in physical tough- 
ness, in contact with all kinds of boys, 
in the solidarity of a little community in 
the wilderness, which would last him all the 
days of his life. 

One night> in the distant mountains, 

I was sitting near the stove in the officers’ 
quarters of a CCC camp. Present were the 
first lieutenant, commanding, a reserve 
officer, a contractor in private life, with 
not much formal education, but plenty of 
horse sense and the ability to command 
men; the second lieutenant, reserve officer, 
M. A, of a well-known university, serving 
in the CCC to save money for his Ph. D. 
studies; the U. S. forester, a former college 
football star; and his assistant; the sheriff, 
a mountainous man; and two of his depu- 
ties. 

We were about to enjoy one of the few 
luxuries which the officers of this camp 
have. We had three quarts of oysters, 
which we proceeded to fry over the stove. 
As we ate we talked. 

We talked of the boys and their troubles 
and their peculiarities. The foresters said 
the Army was spoiling the boys, and the 
Army said that if the foresters had charge 
half the boys would starve, desert, or get 
pneumonia. The sheriff said as how he’d 
heard that up in New York where these 
boys come from, folks empty their slops 
out of the window at night. No wonder it 
took these boys some time to learn decent 
mariners. But they were coming along 
nice, he had to admit. They had one saw- 
team hard to beat. 

W HEN the sheriff heard that I was a 
writing feller he was mightily in- 
terested. He looked me over for a long time, 
slapping his great hands thoughtfully on 
his enormous thighs. Finally he addressed 
me directly. 

“I reckon,” he said, "that if you want 
to you can prove that these here CCC’s are 
the laziest bunch of good-for-nothings who 
ever et the government out of house and 
home. Or” — arid he gestured widely — 
"you can prove they are the finest lot of 
upstanding, hardworking, plumb heroic 
fellows ever heard of. . . . Which do you 
aim to do?” 

"Sheriff,” I said, "anybody who picks 
his evidence can prove either of those 
things. As for me, I think the CCC is 
wonderful. I think it ought to be per- 
manent. I think the Army and the 
foresters have done a superb job. As for 
the boys, for better or for worse, I love 
them all.” 

The sheriff swallowed another batch 
of oysters, washed them down with some 
beer, and massaged his thighs thought- 
fully. 

"I won’t querl with that, suh>” he said. 
"Maybe that’s right. But one thing I 
think they ought to have. A barrel. A 
good old barrel, out back of the woodshed, 
where I could paddle some of these boys 
every now and then. If I could roll these 
boys on a barrel, just once in a while, 
they’d be a fine body of young men.”- 
I accept the sheriff’s amendment. 
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SCIENTIFICALLY LASTED KEDS 
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Shockproof Insole put snewspring 
— new life — in foot action. It adds 
to endurance by lessening fatigue. 
It protects feet by absorbing jolts 
and jars. You actually walk on a 
layer of live air! 


T he WORLD’S LARGEST maker of can- 
vas footwear announces two revolu- 
tionary improvements ii t Keds — 
New Scientific Lasts and New Keds Shock- 
proof Insoles. Here are canvas shoes with 
entirely new ideals* of foot health, of 
comfort and of fit. 

" Before the new Keds were presented to 
the public, they were ; proved absolutely 
right by thorough tests of actual wear on 
every kind and type of foot. That’s why 
America’s foremost designers of shoes 
and shoe-lasts call the new Keds the 
most perfectly fitting rubber-and-fabric 
shoes ever built. 

Go to any Keds dealer and let him show 
you what a truly surprising difference 
the new Scientific Last makes in fit — and 
how the Shockproof Insole actually lets 
the wearer walk on air! .And don’t miss 
the other famous Keds features — the 
Full Breather Top; the Pressure- Applied 
Sole; the Selected Fabrics, the Special 
Reinforcements throughout; the Pull- 
proof Eyelets — and the fact that Keds 
. can be washed in a washing machine. 

Before you buy any canvas shoe, be 
certain you understand what a remark- 
able improvement the new Keds are 
over the ordinary “sneaker.” Ask for 
Genuine Keds . 
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THERE'S MORE TO 

SHAVING CREAM BUYING THAN 
COUNTING YOUR CHANGE 


So perhaps there was more than mere 
supposition in my law-enforcement friend’s 
remarks about the Master Minds and 
Better Brains of present-day kidnappings. 
Perhaps, too, another inkling of why kid- 
nappers know so much about their victims 
may be gained from the following: 

A group of men from a mid-Western sec- 
tion of the United States recently sought 
the advice of a nationally known crime in- 
vestigator. They had received assurances 
of a subscription of $100,000 with which 
to start a vigilante committee to combat 
kidnappers. They wanted advice regard- 
ing their first step. 

* “ Go back and clean up the dirty politics 
and gangland-lawyer connections in your 
home, town,” was the advice. 

■pOR the first time in history the United 
F States Government is in a position to 
fight kidnapping. This was gained by the 
passage of the so-called Lindbergh Law in 
1932, giving the Government jurisdiction 
in cases where state lines have been crossed. 
It also allows the Government to take an 
active interest in every abduction, on the 
theory that it may later involve violation 
of the Federal statute. The result is that 
in 24 kidnappings handled by the Division 
of Investigation since June, 1932, 53 per- 
sons have been convicted at this writing, 
2 received death sentences, 11 went to 
prison for life, and sentences were imposed* 
aggregating 774 years; 12 persons are in 
custody awaiting trial. The biggest haul 
of all came in the Urschel case. 

Here was a man who started to help 
catch his abductors the minute he was 
snatched. He and his wife had been play- 
ing bridge in his home in Oklahoma City 
with friends, Mr. and Mrs. Walter R. 
Jarrett, when two men, one with a pistol 
and the other with a machine. gun, walked 
into the house. They took both Urschel 
and Jarrett, robbing and releasing Jarrett 
about twelve miles outside the city. They 
then produced cotton, a short bandage, 
and adhesive tape, blindfolding Urschel. 

Nine days later, Urschel came home 
after the payment of $200,000 ransom. 
With him he brought an amazing mass of 
detail; blindfolded, he had “seen” more 
than the average person could have ob- 
served with open eyes. 

He remembered every waking moment 
of those nine days. Once when they 
stoppedfor gas, .he heard one of .his captors 
ask the woman* station attendant about 
crops, and caught her answer: 

“The crops are burned up, although we 
may make some broom corn.” 

Every detail was a cog in the later con- 
viction of many criminals. Between 9 and 
10 o’clock in the morning, a light rain fell 
and the road became slippery. He remem- 
bered, then, being taken into a garage or 
barn, about 2:30 o’clock in the afternoon, 
and held there until after dark. Whenever 
possible, without arousing suspicion, he 
would ask the time, to check on his own 
estimates. 

With darkness, he was taken from the 
car and was led outside. He noted that he 
turned to the left. Then a narrow gate was 
pushed open. A few feet after that, he 
stepped onto what he believed to be a 
board walk. Carefully he counted his 
steps — five — ten — fifteen. Then he stepped 
upward and through a door into a house. 

He fumbled about, as any blinded man 
would do, and by so doing concluded that 


Today price tags are being flaunted 
as seldom before — to induce you 
to purchase shaving cream on a 
price basis alone. 

Actually the saving of a few cents 
at point of purchase doesn’t 
amount to much per shave . And 
it doesn’t interest Williams users 
half so much as the prove7i quality 
of the cream they’re going to put 
on their faces! That’s why they 
demand Williams always. ’ 

The absolute mildness of the 
Williams lather — its moisture- 
L* -holding,, quality — .its. fine*e££ect 
upon the skin — in fact, all its 
honestly good qualities — - are, the 


direct result of two things: 

1st— INGREDIENTS. Only the very 
choicest ingredients that skill can 
select and money can buy ever 
have gone, or ever will go, into 
Williams. 

2nd— EXPERIENCE. A hundred 
years’ study of shaving prepara- 
tions and shaving problems is 
packed in every tube of Williams 
Shaving Cream. 

And Williams is economical. A 
little goes a long way — a long 
way toward making shaving a 
^ pleasant daily J;ask — a long way 
toward making and keeping 
faces Fit. 
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Jaunt across the Canadian border this 
year to Ontario and travel by fast train, 
de luxe steamer, comfortable bus, or 
motor, along smooth paved King’s High- * 
ways to the unspoiled lakeland play- 
ground of America. 

Happy, carefree days ’neath Ontario’s 
friendly summer sun .... battling bass 
in sparkling crystal lakes . . ♦ canvas 
heeling to the breeze . . . speed-boats 
skimming glassy waters .... golf . . . 
tennis . . . dancing . . . every imaginable 
sport is available in this alluring holiday 
atmosphere., — ' 


This exceedingly attractive, well illus- 
trated and informative book entitled 
" ** ‘Ontario”, containing information about 
" Ontario’s many arid 
diversified holiday 
attractions, will be 
forwarded to you 
Ip tom ptl y, , upon 
request. Clip and 
mail the coupon 
to-day. 


THE LQKELAnD PLQYGROUnD 
of arriERicA ! 



i 1 

j Ontario Tourist & Publicity Bureau, “A” I 
I Parliament Bldgs., Toronto, Canada. I 

1 Please forward to me, as soon as possible, your I 
* illustrated book entitled “Ontario”, also motoring * 
I maps of Ontario showing main highway connections 1 
} from U. S. points. J 

j Name .» \ 

[ Address j 


he was led through one room and into an- 
other. Here, he was told, there were two 
beds. The one he selected was a single 
iron bed or cot; a kidnapper occupied the 
other. 

He heard the voices of a man and a 
woman in the next room. Then his ears 
were filled with cotton, and adhesive tape 
was placed over them to deafen him — but 
he could still hear in a faint, blurred fash- 
ion. And he remembered everything. 

What kind of table did he eat from 
there? A small table with no cover. 
Could he hear any noises whatever? Yes, 
faintly, the barking of dogs, the cackling 
of chickens, the mooing of cows, and the 
screaming of guinea hens. There were no 
trains, street cars, or other city noises. 

HTHE next day he was put in a small 

-*■ coupe — fumbling hands, the difficulty 
of entering the car, the discomfort of the 
seat, and the sound of the motor were 
used for identification — and taken for a 
drive of between fifteen and twenty min- 
utes to another house. 

He counted his steps when he got out of 
the car — they were only a few. The door 
had only one step leading to it. The room 
had no cover or carpeting on the floor. 
Again, in counted steps, he was led to a 
second room, where he was told to lie on 
some blankets. Here he also heard the 
/ voices of a man and a woman in an adjoin- 
ing room; the voice of -the man was not 
that of either of the two men who had kid- 
napped him. Shortly thereafter this man 
and woman left the place. 

In addition to his kidnappers,. Urschel 
was guarded by an elderly man and a 
younger one, as he sat handcuffed to a 
chair. He felt the handcuffs carefully for 
identifying features. He remembered 
everything he had to eat. He again identi- 
fied the sounds of cows, chickens, and hogs. 
He noted that he was given water in an old 
tin cup without a handle, that the water 
had a mineral taste, that the well was 
northeast of the house, and that water was 
Obtained from it by a rope and bucket on a 
pulley which made considerable noise. He 
remembered also that each morning and 
evening an airplane passed over the house. 
By a subterfuge he got a look at his watch, 
timing the morning plane at 9:45 and the 
evening plane at 5:45. Principally, how- 
ever, he observed that on Sunday, July 30, 
when a hard rain fell, the plane did not 
pass. 

From these observations, the special 
agents of the Division of Investigation 
could deduce about how far he was taken 
into drought territory. They consulted 
the Weather Bureau records and found 
that a heavy rain had fallen Sunday, July 
30, in the vicinity of Paradise, Texas. 
They also found that this country had 
been drought-ridden, and that the crops 
had been burned out. 

They had consulted the airplane sched- 
ules of the Fort Worth— Amarillo line of 
the American Airways. They had found 
that the ships passed over Paradise at ap- 
proximately the time noted by Urschel. 
They found further that the ship had de- 
toured on Sunday, July 30, because of the 
storm. 

Now the case began to piece together. 
Two suspects had been George Barnes, 
called Machine-Gun Kelly, and bis 'wife. 
She was the daughter of Mrs. R. G. Shan- 
non, who livedfnear Paradise. A special 


agent was sent there. Under a pretext he 
got into the Shannon home — it matched 
the description given by the blindfolded 
Urschel. He went on then to the near-by 
ranch of Armon Shannon, a son. There he 
saw the tin cup, the bucket-pulley well, the 
cows, chickens, and hogs. He learned that 
George and Kathryn Kelly had been in the 
vicinity recently — and remembered Ur- 
schel’s observation that he had heard a 
man and woman who shortly afterward 
had departed. 

So the raids began. One arrest led to 
another — in Minnesota, where ransom 
money had passed, in Colorado, Tennessee, 
Texas, and Illinois, where, working with the 
aid of local authorities, 15 criminals were 
rounded up. They were all convicted, 6 for 
life. 

' Two things made this possible — Ur- 
schel’s cool-headedness and determination 
to prosecute, and a lack of publicity re- 
garding what he had learned. The family 
of a kidnapped person these days need not 
risk the publicity of telephoning the local 
police. In this regard, the wise family puts 
in a direct telephone call for the Division 
of Investigation, National 7117, Washing- 
ton, D. C., where an agent of the Division 
is on duty night and day, waiting for just 
such calls as these. Immediately that call 
is received, J. Edgar Hoover, the director, 
is notified. And, within ten minutes after 
that notification, a special agent of the 
Division is on the way to the victim’s 
home. If distance intervenes, the agent 
covers it by airplane. 

This procedure at once gives the Federal 
Government control of the case and as- 
sures the most effective aid. This means 
no reflection on local police or theirefforts; 
rather, it is a help to them. Government 
men can refuse to give out details and can 
request the police — who are only too will- 
ing to comply — to remain close-mouthed. 
The police, in turn, can refer newspaper- 
men to the Government agents, thus free- 
ing themselves of the fear of criticism in 
the public press. 

Half the job in solving a big crime like a 
kidnapping is " fighting off the news- 
papers.” In the Bremer case in St. Paul 
in January, one newspaper woman even, 
tried to gain access to the victim’s house 
disguised as a nurse. In the Lindbergh 
abduction, officials found it necessary to 
issue an appeal to the newspapers to pull 
off the hordes of reporters who almost 
trampled one another down in the search 
for news. 


AND that brings up. the question whether 
the Lindbergh case will ever be solved. 
It was and is a purely local affair. The 
Federal Government has taken a direct 
hand only since last October 19th, and then 
by order of President Roosevelt. 

A special office was set up in New York 
and three men assigned to day and night 
work. Another office was set up for the 
same purpose in Washington, with two 
more men on the job. A special order went 
forth to more than 300 special agents to 
make the Lindbergh case a matter of pri- 
mary investigation. No clue, remote or 
not, is to be neglected. 

The handwriting of every man and 
woman convicted, arrested, or even sus- 
pected of kidnapping in past years is being 
examined. Recently, in one month, more 
than 300 samples of handwriting passed 
through the Crime Laboratory of the 
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Division of Investigation, where they 
were compared with the ransom notes in 
the Lindbergh case. 

Hardly a day passes that letters and 
“tips” are not received in Washington. 
One by one they are run down, laboriously 
traced to their conclusion, and catalogued. 
There was a flurry of excitement in Febru- 
ary when it became known that Verne 
Sankey, under arrest for the Boettcher 
kidnapping, was being questioned about 
the Lindbergh crime. It was said that 
Sankey’s boy resembled Charles Augustus 
Lindbergh, Jr. Immediately a special 
agent was sent by airplane to the Sankey 
ranch in South Dakota; the child bore no 
resemblance to the Lindbergh baby. 

The solution of the crime is a process of 
slow elimination. It is perhaps the most 
far-reaching investigation in criminal 
history. Here is the proverbial haystack, 
with only a possibility that the needle may 
be hidden there. But the search will go 
on, night and day, until every possible clue 
is exhausted. And there is a saying that 
the. Division of Investigation, like the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, always 
gets its man. 

HPHE Lindbergh case, it might be added, 
A brings to mind one of the greatest pos- 
sible weapons yet unleashed against kid- 
napping. That is the wider use of finger- 
printing by civilians and noncriminal 
classes. To this end the Division of Investi- 
gation has created a separate file in the 
Identification Division, with special finger- 
print cards plainly marked “NONCRIMI13AL” 
There the identification marks of the law- 
abiding may be kept for reference, segre- 
gated from those accused of law violation. 
Any person who fears kidnapping, extor- 
tion, injury, or even mental lapses, should 
have his fingerprints on file there. All that 
is needed is a postcard to the Division of 
Investigation, Washington, D. C., asking 
for the fingerprint cards. They will be for- 
warded at once, together with complete 
instructions. 

Of what worth will they be? Again con- 
sider the Lindbergh case. If the Lindbergh 
baby had been fingerprinted, there would 
have been no such fiasco as the “Jafsie” 
payment of $50,000 to unknown persons 
who presented the child's wearing apparel 
as proof that they had the baby. That 
wearing apparel could easily have been a 
duplicate; but a fingerprint cannot be dup- 
licated, nor can it be destroyed or changed. 

Signatures can be forged to a ransom 
letter. Fingerprints cannot be forged. 
They are proof to the family of a kidnapped 
man that they are dealing with the actual 
abductors. 

Beyond this is the aid to the law. If a 
kidnapped man knows that his finger- 
prints are on file in Washington, he can 
mark the spot where he was held for ran- 
som. He need only place a fingerprint here 
and there casually, unnoticed by his ab- 
ductors. 

The more general use of fingerprints, 
plus continuance of the persistent work 
of the Department of Justice, which has 
been so far successful in every kidnapping 
case it has handled except one, will go a 
long way to make kidnapping unpopular, 
as will the new laws being fostered by the 
Department of Justice for tightening its 
lines of offense against kidnappers, extor- 
tioners, and racketeers. 


Used in hospitals for throat, 
nose and open wounds 
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W HEN your little folks run to you 
with the skin scraped off in a sore 
place . . . when they cut or scratch them- 
selves . . . when they complain of the slight- 
est throat irritation— that is when you 
need to know, and have at hand for in- 
stant use, a safe, powerful antiseptic. 

And that is when you can rely on 
Hexylresorcinol Solution S. T. 37— the 
modern antiseptic that many great hos- 
pitals are using in cases of throat and 
nose irritation, and in open wounds. 

Stronger in germ-killing power than 
any usable solution of carbolic acid. Yet 
safe to gargle with— safe even if acci- 
dentally swallowed. 

Hexylresorcinol Solution S. T. 37 
spreads more rapidly and more deeply 
than many other 1 antiseptics into the 
crevices of wound tissue and kills all bac- 
teria it touches. 

Gargle with it at the first 
sign of throat irritation. Pour 


it freely into cuts, scratches, open wounds. 
It will not sting or burn. If throat irri- 
tation persists or wound tissue is slow in 
healing, consult your doctor at once. 

Buy a bottle at your druggist’s today. 
The 500 bottle is now a whole % bigger 
than before, and you get the large size 
for only $1.00 instead of $1.25. Prices 
slightly higher in Canada. 



. . Even diluted three times Hexylresorcinol 
Solution s . T. 37 retains its antiseptic power 


• Stronger than carbolic acid in 

any usable solution 

• Yet safe even if swallowed 

• Doesn't sting or burn in open wounds 

HEjXYLRESORCINOL SOLUTION S. T. 37 

f MADE BY SHARP & DOHME 
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<She American Magazine for May i 934 ^ 

The Strangled Witness 

(Continued from page 23) 


said. Well, it’s not going to be that easv 
He Mbl^f 111 ^ 11 n ' ght) 3,1 ri g h t-'^ 

sShStrfS "* “*• Tr ^ 

grinned. ‘‘Something wrong ” 

He paid Ws bi U and went out On 
16th Street he caught a taxi. • 

At the IJ’Orsay he paid the driver and 
wentinside.Mr. Cogswell was at the door 

“S-s^ m? " FageSaid - 

''All right. Forget it.” 
street he^ranpH^ ^ went out - Across the 
up, shielding h?s g ey« from the faE 

SJS!i!Si^^SS 

After a few minutes Marius looked at 
his watch. It was eight o’clock. Perhaps 

thought forcfd t? f° Craft ?' An un P^ eas ant 
ntes Wter f 1^7 mto his “nscious- 
h] S ^ fshe had reail y wanted to see 
hi{n. Fage moistened his dry lips. 


N 1 ,^ CAMERON -turned over rest- 
jr > lessly in her sleep, trying to 

her ear Ste s t uddenl bUZ r f a " angry bee * n 
ner ear. Suddenly she sat up, sleepilv 

aware that the house phone ted been 

down 1 g tiS r S£Vetal minutes - She took 
down the receiver. A wire .for Mr 

Cameron; the boy would be right up 
Nma opened the hall door a few inches 
and took the telegram from the boy. She 

•ascAtsi? ■ h “ k “» 

rubbed ^° n ° rabIe James Felton Cameron 

“Whn’f'ff 65 an ^ ° pened them slowly. 
Who s it from, daughter 9 M 

j I haven opened it.” 

“Do so,” Cameron said. 

He smiled affectionately at the touslpd 

a « ** «M •i«ns on aSS 

Of his bed. Nina tore the envelope, started 

it over to h h meS -f ge ’, St0pped > and handed 
it over to him silently. 

‘‘What is it- Nina?” he said quickly 
There was a faint tinge of alarm in hfe 

“Read it,” she said. 

Mr. Cameron sat up. 

i 

and s STg™ 

STOP ORDER TO FORWARD RAT 
LOTS TO WASHINGTON FOR SEN 

RECEIVED 11 wpw 1n vestigation 

ADVKE STOP/^ RE 3:15 PM STOP 


demure and daringly sophisticated, fitted 

Jose The 0dy ,-l ke the cIosed Petals oft 
rose. The nunhke simplicity of the neck- 

toe, molded at the base of her ttooat 
flowed into long, tight sleeves. Mrs Ash 
looked very lovely, and she knewit 

ScatY-Ww?" 6 rang ‘ She rec °gnized Tracy 
Scatcherd s nervous voice at the other end 

of the wire. Lynn Ash thought she caught 
a desperate quality in his voice ght 

wmbeaU°rSht/° U ^ that everythi "g 

Anyone listening to Mrs. Ash would have 
been surprised at her voice. There was ex! 
citement and warning in it. 

'fcsroS&r si ” *■»* 

Lynn Ash put down the phone and 
stared unseeing past the lovely images of 

b eS „t flected at vari ° us 4irr* e f 

thought rS ‘ “ P °° r Trac y-” ^e 

a nL^nced«%h h e aS doo°r me ' ma ’ am ’” L ° k 

“Just coming, Lola. You may start” 

p 3T° h ° UrS ater ’ at nine o’clock, Marius 

wofktodn ” b g0 ‘ : rve stiU got a lot Tf 

vetnJj’a Said ; “ Greer isn>t cooked 
y 1 guess we’ ’ve got him.” 

you.” Ve W ° rked awfully hard > haven’t 

“I’ll tell the world.” 

A< J 1 f r eyt f , met for an instant. Lynn 
Ash .lowered her long, silky black lashes 
She was vaguely uneasy about this tali' 
lanky man with the ill-fitting dinner jacket 

a "‘*G S ^ e b bl ? Cktie - tor 

Mrs S .” g tS b6en 3 8reat pIeasuf o, 

L}mn Ash closed the door, looked at her 
watch, and waited. The minuSImg^ 

dock on Ve." 6 ’ Umi ! the Louis oA« 
ctock on the mantel struck the half- 

For a moment Mrs. Ash sat very still 

Wnt n ’imo r her d d ,berately ’ $he g0t Up and 
went mto her dressing-room. She nnr 

to/ 1 Duff 6 ! 6 NaCk velvetha t> brushed 
her puff lightly across her face, and 

deep o ned , the c °to on her lips. Then she 

der a o7e ft?" ° Ut ° f 3 drawer *»! S 
der a pile of gossamer stockings, put them 

into her bag, and switched out the light. 


1220 Railway Exchange, Chicago, Illinois 
bend Picture Folders end new iowSente fe hues. 


[n.SrfSr N “* 

I ***!*• 

From the hall she heard him give the 

E tor . anUmber - HewascaHing lndy 



I f„,w avenin g L y° n Ash dressed care- 
fully for dinner, and, with a nod of approval 
surveyed hereof in the long mirrors that 

Th^ bi up , thre t 6 f' a ’ Is of her dressing-room. 
The black velvjt Renee, at the same time 



ScokfL.V M - kter 3 SUd<3en Shaf t Of 
Mt f° ,d J bIew mt0 the dark kitchen of 
Mrs. Ash’s apartment. The door of the 

th^bNt H ntranC f C , Iosed a g ain swiftly and 
ffie bolt dropped silently into place . A slim 

dark figure huddled motionless in the cor- 
ner, dimly outlined against the white porce- 
if ° f * hestnk - Mrs. Ash stood silentlyin 
e darlc, too shaken to move, too fright- 
en A d to reach out and press the switch. 

• „ er a mornent she went into the draw- 
ing-room, and stood for an instant leaning 

fehadtft d r- ^thingwasS 

fbM ir ft ,t— ■ warm > lovely, secure. A 
shudder went through her slight body and 
she caught her breath sharply Across «« 

abov tb C ° u d S6e her face in thegirandole 

^S^BSSiSS 

waLhonher wSt°° k “ ^ tinyjeweIed 

“Ten twenty-five,” Mrs. Ash whispered. 
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March 15 , 1934 . 


y ST-y . 

Tlis's Carol Hovious, 

Polytechnic High School, 

Sixteenth Street ana Atlantic Avenue, 
Long Beach, California. 


Bear LEss HoviOuss - 

•• ', This sill acknowledge receipt of your latter 
datedMarch 7, 1934# in which you request permission to 
Sake use of the story entitled ^How Wise Is A Crook?* 1 , 
which appeared in the .American tlagaoine for Dceehber, 
1933, in* eJtextbook which you are preparing as a reader 
to test reading ability of , high school students*. , 

I nst giving this matter consideration and will 
- lot ,you ksar f ran me as soon es I fcevs reached a definite 
decision. • ' : - 

Sour stamped, self-addressed envelope is re- 
turned herewith,. , ... 

’Thanking you for, your inherent, in the Division 
of Investigation, 1 beg to resale 




•FlUCs-T- - S' OV (ON 
■ {.) ,.U 9 

* ☆ 

,j - f 1- (r'»ESTIGATION, ' 

iacloeure 6S§354< 


Bincer&ly yours, 

t T 


'HqovsU' 

Director* 
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905 Federal Reserve Bank Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 
September 16, 1933. 


| Mr. Nathan- f 




| Mr- To 1 son 
■ r*r. Clegg: . 


_ete 


.... * 

Mr. Edward 5 | 

Mr. Egran | 

Mr. Hughs® i 

Mr. Quinn, f! 

Mr. Locks ! 



Director 

Division of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 


In keeping with instructions received from Mr. Tolson 
by long distance telephone this date, there is being transmitted 
herewith memorandum of Special Agent W. F. Trainor, of even date, 
regarding conversation which he had with Mr. Co urtney Riley „ 
Cooper with reference to a magazine article which he was pre- 
paring. 


Very truly yours, 



EEC : os 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Kansas City, Missouri 
September 16, 1933* 
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MEMORANDUM TO SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE E. E. CONROY . 

Tinder your instructions there is submitted by me a memorandum 
regarding my conference with Mr. Courtney Riley Cooper, a writer for 
the American magazine, with whom I conversed on September 14th. There 
are set out herein, as nearly as I can recall, the full details of the 
conversation which took place between Mr. Copper and myself. 

On September 11th I was advised by Special Agent in Charge 
R. E. Vetterli, at the Kansas City office, that Mr. Cooper had had a 
conference with him. I was informed as to Mr. Cooper’s professional 
identity; the fact that he has written articles of a very friendly 
nature toward the Director and this Division, and that he had produced 
for Mr. Yetterli’ s inspection a letter from the Director indicating 
that he should be shown every courtesy and cooperation possible. Mr. 
Vetterli stated that it would be permissible to furnish certain facts 
in regard to the case entitled Yernon C. Miller, with aliases, et al, 
Obstruction of Justice (Endeavor to deliver Federal Prisoner Frank 
Nash). My understanding of Mr. Yetterli 's instructions were to the 
^effect that we should confine ourselves to those facts which have al- 
ready appeared in the press regarding this case, and that Mr. Cooper 
would desire personal histories and backgrounds of the various Subjects, 
especially the deceased, Frank Nash. It was my instruction to furnish 
such permissible facts to Mr. Cooper since I am quite familiar with the 
file of the case in question. For that reason X was instructed to 
maintain close contact at all moments with the office, in order that 
I might be available when Mr. Cooper would again call. That individual, 
however, did not appear on the day of my instructions from Mr. Vetterli, 
and on September 12th I made a hurried trip late in the evening to 
Topeka, Kansas, for the purpose of a conference with the Governor in 
regard to a supposed kidnaping plot, and it became necessary for me to 
remain in Topeka until the afternoon of September 13th. Upon my 
arrival at Kansas City I inquired of Mr. Vetterli whether or not Cooper 
had been to the office, and was advised he had already been here and 
Mr. Yetterli had furnished him the facts which he desired. I do not 
know the substance of Mr. Yetterli ’s conference with Mr. Cooper. 

On September 14th, during my absence on official business 
in the city, Mr. Cooper telephoned the office and I received a note 
from Special Agent M. C. Spear to telephone Mr. Cooper at the Kansas 
Citian Hotel, which I did. I was advised at that time by Mr. Cooper 
that he now desired information concerning the case of Will Green, 
et al, Escaped Federal Prisoners; Procuring the Escape of Federal 
Prisoners, Kansas City File 76-265. 
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I advised Mr. Cooper telephonically at that time that if 
he would proceed to the office I would endeavor to furnish him such 
facts as permissible from that file, which has already been closed 
by prosecution, since I was not personally conversant with the facts 
in that case* 

Mr. Yetterli had departed on the morning of September 14th 
for San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Cooper appeared at the office that afternoon about 2 
o’clock. Mr. Conroy was in conference at that moment, and therefore 
Mr. Cooper and I talked of generalities concerning his writings for 
a few moments. I then advised him that it appeared probable that 
he had already secured all the facts which he desired concerning the 
case of Vernon C. Miller, and asked him to kindly state what informa- 
tion he might desire in regard to the case of Will Green. Mr. Cooper 
at that moment informed me that he had already a good fund of informa- 
tion on the case of Vernon C. Miller, et al, but that in writing his 
manuscript he had come upon certain ’’holes” which he wished to clear. 
Therefore, I requested that he inform me what facts he already had 
in order that I might be in a position to help him, if permissible. 

I was astounded and surprised when Mr. Cooper entered into a disserta- 
tion on the case of Vernon C. Miiler, indicating a complete and intimate 
knowledge of practically all facts which I myself know in regard to 
that case. He appeared to have information regarding the long dis- 
tance telephone calls which make up the nucleus of that case in 
chronological order, and identified by the persons making them. He 
also informed me that it was his information that the Special Agents 
who had been instrumental in the apprehension of Wash at Hot Springs 
were stopped by officers at Benton, Arkansas, on telephonic informa- 
tion from police at Hot Springs that they had kidnapped a man. It 
was his knowledge that the Agents, after having identified themselves, 
were allowed to proceed, and that they met with a similar impediment 
at Little Rock, Arkansas, having informed the police there as to 
their identity, and having told the police at Little Rock that they 
were proceeding to Joplin, Missouri, or, as Mr. Cooper was aware, that 
they had left an inference purposely misleading, that they were pro- 
ceeding to Joplin, Missouri. Mr. Cooper also stated that it was his 
understanding that the police at Little Rock informed the police at 
Hot Springs as to the information regarding the course of travel of 
the Agents and the prisoner. He stated that one of the "holes” in his 
story was ”how did Richard Tallman Galatas find out that the Agents 
and the prisoner were proceeding to Joplin”. He knew at the time 
of this conference that Galatas had immediately thereafter chartered an 
aeroplane and flown to Joplin with Mrs. Frank Wash. 


He went through the story from beginning to end in such a 
manner as to indicate he had already either read a resume of this 
case set out in my report, dated at Kansas City, Missouri, 7-29-1933, 
or that he had talked to someone who was thoroughly conversant with 
the most minute details in the case. I was somewhat alarmed regarding 
this feature, and at that moment there was an opportunity which I 
took to excuse myself from Mr. Cooper’s presence, and I inquired of 
you first whether or not you would desire at that moment to make the 
acquaintance of Mr. Cooper, which you did, and I also asked you 
privately just how far we should go in furnishing details of this case 
to Mr. Cooper. You instructed me to deal in generalities regarding 
the case of Yernon C. Miller, et al. T.here was not at that time an 
opportunity to discuss the fact that Mr. Coope*r already had more than 
ordinary details of the case. 

I returned to the conference with Mr. Cooper, and by way 
of suggestion in the most tactful manner I could command, I suggested 
that this case is still pending prosecution. That while I realize 
the newspapers had already carried most of the details, that it would 
probably be better not to dwell upon any facts which would point " 
directly to any of the witnesses intended to be used by the Government 
or the State, or to disclose the plan of the prosecution in such manner 
as to advise the defendants what type of defense to offer when they 
are brought to trial. I therefore informed Mr. Cooper that I would 
desire to go only so far as the publicity had already gone in the 
details of this matter. He informed me that he would cooperate to 
the very limit with the Director and this Division, being a close 
friend of the Director. That any story which he might secure would be 
submitted, in manuscript form, for the approval of this office and 
ultimately, before publication, for the approval of the Director. 

I informed Mr. Cooper that Richard Tallman Galatas had 
evidently secured his information regarding the intended course of 
travel by the Agents and the prisoner Frank Nash; namely, to Joplin, 
Missouri, from some member of the Hot Springs, Arkansas Police Depart- 
ment. Mr. Cooper already being in possession of information as to 
the long distance telephone calls in chronological sequence, and the 
names and addresses of persons from whom and to whom made, I en- 
lightened him as to the relative dates and hours when these calls came 
through. In this connection, however, he promised faithfully, for 
various reasons which were explained to him, that the telephone calls 
would not be mentioned as such, and that the actual times of the calls 
would not be mentioned in such manner as to indicate that telephone 
records had disclosed the information. I pointed out to him that 

such would be libelous because the telephone records are confidential 


in the absence of a subpoena duces tecum. 

7/e vrent from that point to a discussion of the personalities 
of the various Subjects, their historical background and standings in 
the communities in which they have lived, especially was this done in 
regard to James "Fur" Sammons, who was arrested at Kansas City shortly 
after the occurrence of June 17th in this case. 

Mr. Cooper endeavored to secure from me a statement as to 
what cooperation, if any, the Kansas City office of this Division has 
secured from the Kansas City, Missouri, Police Department, and he 
stated that he had had a conference with Special Agent in Charge Gus 
T. Jones regarding that feature, and sought to induce my statement by 
saying that he had already been told by Mr. Jones that all the Kansas 
City Police Department had ever given was a tip that Vernon C. Miller, 
Bailey, and others, would be found at a prize fight in New Jersey. 

This reference to the information from the Kansas City Police Department 
is correct, and therefore I knew he had gotten it from some source such 
as he mentioned. However, I informed him that I did not wish to discuss 
that feature, and that I could answer his question by assuring him that 
all information which had been furnished by the Kansas City Police had 
been checked for verification and results by this Division. 

Mr. Cooper also advised me, which I believe to be significant, 
that he is a friend of SO years standing with Thomas J. Mastin, Prosecutor 
of Jackson County, Kansas City, Missouri. He stated that he had had a 
long conference with Mr. Mastin regarding this case. At that moment 
I realized that he had probably seen a .copy of my report carrying a 
resume of this case, dated July 39th, as heretofore mentioned, which is 
in possession of Thomas J. Mastin, as previously made known to the 
Division. However, at the time Mr. Mastin was furnished with this copy 
of report it was distinctly understood that same would be held as con- 
fidential at all times, and that no one even in the office of Mr. Mastin 
not officially connected with the prosecution of this case, should 
ever read the report or know its contents. 

I will state that the aliases of the various Subjects in 
this case, while they are shown in the caption of the report dated 
July 29th, were not made known by me verbally or in any other manner 
to Mr. Cooper. He apparently, however, has this information as shown 
in the article which was submitted to you in manuscript form. 

In regard to the case of Will Green, et al, mentioned here- 
tofore, I did furnish to Mr. Cooper facts pertaining to one item; 
namely, a telegram addressed to Stanley Brown, Leavenworth, Kansas, 
from East St. Louis, Illinois, dated December 5, 1931, reading "Aunt 


Emma very ill, leaving St. Louis tonight (Sgd) Margaret M. Brown”. 

It was understood distinctly, however, that the telegram would not 
he quoted verbatim, notwithstanding the fact that that case is closed 
by prosecution. I did not inform Mr. Cooper as to what telegraph 
company service was used in the transmittal of that wire. 

Mr. Cooper, while he advised me he had the letter of testi- 
monial from the Director, did not offer to show it. I realized that 
Mr. Yetterli had already seen his letter, and did not believe it would 
be becoming me as a subordinate to demand that I read it, knowing 
the trustworthiness of Mr. Cooper as represented to me. He did mention, 
however, after all the facts were discussed, that the case of Yernon 
C. Miller, with aliases, et al, occurred to him upon his arrival at 
Kansas City as one of many figuring in a story on the "Osage Country". 

It then occurred to me that perhaps someone had been misled and that 
the Director’s authorization might not specifically refer to this 
case. I again, therefore, exhorted Mr. Cooper not to disclose facts 
of evidence which might in any way be detrimental to the prosecution 
of this case. In this connection he informed me that the case of 
Yernon C. Miller, with aliases, et al would play a very minor part in 
his story; that he merely wished to show an amalgamation of gangsters 
in various rackets, and to show in that connection the affiliations 
enjoyed by these gangsters with police in St. Paul, Minneapolis, 

Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago and various other cities in the Middle 
West, He stated, however, that he would disguise the entire facts, 
would not name the cities in question as such. That .he would not name 
any officers and that, as a matter of illustration, he was disguising 
his story regarding Kansas City showing it as a Western City; mention- 
ing the Sheriff, Tom Bash, under another name; referring to Mr. Bash 
as a Western Sheriff, having under his jurisdiction a fewer number of 
deputies than Mr. Bash actually has, etc. 

I have not read the manuscript of the story of Mr. Cooper. 

Upon my arrival in the city last night, however, I found a number at 
my residence to get in touch with Mr. Cooper telephonieally, which 
I did. At that time he stated that he had already submitted his 
manuscript to the publisher. Being somewhat surprised I asked him 
whether or not he had submitted it to the Special Agent in. Charge of 
the Kansas City Office and he said that he had. I then stated that 
I understood it was to be first approved by the Director and asked 
him whether or not such action was being taken prior to its going to 
press, and he stated he would make every endeavor possible to cause 
that to be done. In going over the details of the £ase briefly by 
telephone it then appeared to me that his manuscript was carrying a 
feature on the case of Yernon C. Miller, with aliases, et al, and that 
he was not adhering to the plan as formerly understood, to disguise 
the case. 
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I proceeded immediately to the Kansas City office where 
X found you also in the same state of mind and in the act of calling 
me at my residence. Your conference with Mr. Cooper later, in my 
presence, when we found him at the railroad station departing for 
Denver, Colorado, has been explained by you telephonically today 
to Assistant Director Tolson as it occurred. 

I wish to state that during my discussion of the various 
ramifications of this case with Mr. Cooper, he did not take notes 
of the details except to quote the wire in the Will Green case and 
to make a few other hurried notations. I happen now to discover on 
the top; of my tablet which I gave him, some of his writing which 
appears to be the second page on which he wrote, and same is submitted. 
Apparently "Old M” and ”Mi lb urn” refers to the Old Mission and Milburn 
Golf Courses which Bailey, Keating, Holden, Nash and others frequented 
at Kansas City, as same were discussed. I do not know where the name 
Keller might have been secured as same does not figure in this case and 
was not discussed. This is submitted for the purpose of showing the 
manner of notations by Mr. Cooper, who apparently did not require 
any further information. 


Respectfully Submitted: 


W. F. TRAINOR 
SPECIAL AGENT 


WFT:os 
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September 19, 1933! 
MEMORANDUM for the director. 


Mr. Nathan,. 
Mr. Tolson ... 
Mr. Cle*rg. 

Mr. Edwards .... 

Mr. E^arju. r 

Mr. Hu?nes..„.. 

Mr. Quinn ... 

Mr. Locke. 
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Ci^oSic^fM^T 7 ^5°°^ the "" 

that *en Mr. Cooper Si^al £. *£*££ &2?V~ ?/**« 

elusion that the Frank Nash case mq^osoori ^ he reached the con- 

purposes than the Osage banditry situa+f d possibili ties for magazine 
in a story and that hf h^TSSnS *»*»"* * cover 
Division to the Frank Nash and related eSL ' 7lth off icials of the 

he had not personally talked with Mr p« n S * Mr * Conro 7 stated that while 
Cooper had preeented totlfa oow^f £?tLT°7Ti tkese Battars ’ Hr - 
short time to review He "tltes he J 7 ^ he ’ Conroy > had °nly a 
contained minute details as to names 8 ^• ,tI ® ! and found that it 

Nash matter and that it criticizes locfllf ’ ^ dat ® S ln conn ®ction with the '\ t 
“ co ^ection with the handling of thelLsh cSffT®^ officials and politicians' 4 
Cooper’s intention to see you here in w«2vt + Gonr °y stated it was Mr. ^ 

gathered from Mr. Cooper ^September 25th, but that he ‘ 

September 23 rd, apparently to be included in thfiaf 0 *? **? to g0 to P ress °n 
Magazine which is placed on the bookstf ds o-n £!+ Number issue of The American 
the story does not quote any officials of th* n? t ? b ? P 20th * Conr °y states 
unwilling to assume any responsSSSv for i? that h *’ Gonro *> was 

to know what the story cover* T + iY n ? thought the Division ought 

to a report submitted by Special Agent Trainor ° pinion . tha ^ Cooper had access 
v -Miat he possibly saw this Report if ?he ofSS o?TT g ^ he Nash case ** 

V at K ausas City, although Conroy states that it was °^ Mastln » G °unty Attorney 
^report was sent to Mastin that he was not to let anyonf sL^t?^ 0 ^ ^ ^ 

T 7 WWI j.t._ .. _ 


X., 


*2? 


bo^cS* SiiT” °?“y/ 1 Oith Mr. 


Oklahoma City. He states he talked +h 5 L ? tt air * Gus T - Jones at 

and gave him general information on the crimp ;Tf ey Cooper at Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma county. He aaym he Sld oSper^S £^“L° nd 
Massacre case, including the connecting of ttat be , Jp 1 ®* about the Nash 

matter. However, Mr. Jones stated that orin? + Sr> M f n °. 7 811(1 lTirs - Nash in the 
had received very definite iSoStSn cCeLL £f g C °° per ' Mr ' 0 oo P^ 
information relative to the various ramif?f Sf S ^ ^ as he had detailed 
Mr. ^ Jones to submit a report of his Nasb ma tter. I asked 


«>. Kaeh“„rtt;;: "r^s « 
S6PtOTber 16tt -Sfthlt fc.°S:p^ n in Wi 2/ r - °°° Per » d Sttlr | 

S SSI f° Q c °“ cernin g the Union Station shooting as Mr Jon^s f f Tf aS mUCh info1 *^- 
discussion. ng as iVlr ‘ Jon es had at the time of their 
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ing his connection with°t£s matter 8 A ff s f ainor sub “ it a memorandum concern- 
beptember 16 th, and is attalef Igent^f f h&S been received date? 

with Mr. Cooper concerning the case, Mr. Cooper hafin hiT ^ finally talked 

per nact J-n his possession detailed 
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information and that in accordance with instructions from Mr. Vetterli, he, 

Agent Trainor, confined himself in the discussion to facts which already had 
appeared in the public press concerning the subject matter. Mr. Trainor states 
that during the discussion, Mr. Cooper did not take notes of the details covered. 

I also talked with Agent in Charge Vetterli following the receipt of the 
reports from Gus Jones and Agent Trainor. Mr. Vetterli states that he furnished 
Cooper with detailed information as to dates, places, and names in connection with 
the Nash case. He says he did not give Mr. Cooper a copy of Trainor* s report or 
any other report but that he did furnish him detailed information and that doubt- 
less the facts in his possession as disclosed by him to Mr. Jones and Mr. Trainor 
were those which he, Vetterli, furnished. Mr. Vetterli states that he understood 
definitely from Mr. Cooper that no Division official was to be quoted in connec- 
tion with this stoiy and that it seemed to be the plan of Mr. Cooper to play up 
the story from the standpoint that the safety of the people depends upon the ef- 
ficiency and jurisdiction of the Division of Investigation. Mr. Vetterli states 
that he was the first person to talk with Mr. Cooper at Kansas City and .that at 
the time he talked with him, Mr. Cooper did not have in his possession any de- 
tailed data. It would appear from this information that the basic material in 
the possession of Cooper was furnished by Mr. ' Vetterli. 

In view of the letter received from Mr. Cooper from the Cosmopolitan Hotel 
at Denver dated Saturday, September 16th, I do not believe any action should be 
taken in this matter until Mr. Cooper arrives in Washington. 

Respectfully, 



Clyde Tolson. 
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^aremi of ^lotettgaiiow 

224 federal Bldg*, 
Oklahoma %ity, Oklahoma, 
Sept* 16 , 1 ® 35 * 
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MAY 23 1934 


Director, • .... 

Division of Investigation, 

U* S* Department of Justice, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs 

». Courtney Friday. 

American Magazine, called a* t ® f introduction to me from the 

September 8th. He presented a l^ter^^ Mt from the best 

Director. This letter ^ hooper was writing some articles 

of my recollection it stated that l.r. ooo^ concerning outlaws 

concerning the Osage ^^ c ^^ e ?oeSra. Mr. Cooper advised me 
• that had operated in the concerning outlaws, past .ard present, 

that he was preparing an ar .. osage country of Oklahoma; tha 

that had operated and nffcanf Hash and other toonn out- 

iiis artiolo was to cover^ op ^ ri»te* tliat h® was interested in 

lawa^hringing their operationa down aBi „m Clark who 

Harvey Bailey, Vlilbur Underhill, Bob B 3f, their present day 

were Loan to be fomer Oklahoma odious, ^ station Shooting in 
connections end their a^eetioa ^ they were thought to be 

Kansas City, Missouri, and aaa Kl -^tend writing anything con- 

implicated in. Mr. Cooper stated he ai 
* cerning the Urschel kidnaping case. 

r%4 4.tr Mf *is ouri « to Oklahoma 

Mr. Cooper had come from Kansas^ several days and had 

City. He stated to me he had ® ^ the operations of ttein&xvx- 

ohtained cmsiderable data ^^ station shooting. Trom what Mr. 

duals involved in the Kansas Si y much information concerning the 

Cooper said to me he had practicaily^^^ ^ Q PO per for apprcECimate- 
Union Station shooting as I to • ^ about Ha sh, Bailey, Underhill, et al, 

ly two hours and told him all d confirmed a great deal of infar- 

2d their past and present ope Tio^ion shooting. I do not 
mation that he had concerning J?** iou t hat he did not, from his 
honestly believe I ^ve him W i Q w a complete line-up concern 

conversation, already tbej f connections with the underworld, 

ing the police of J^^^^nSdeJahle about the connections of the 

P°^° ^rTonSo^. 1 

^“o^ S^e Houses Oiiy police. 


Mr. Cooper told me that any information he obtained from 
any governmental source would be in absolute confidence and it would 
not be necessary for him to use it as coming from any governmental 
source, as he had sources of information all his own whereby he 
could confirm any information obtained from governmental sources 
and would probably obtain more information than Government Agents 
could furnish him. 

This in substance covers practically all of my contact 
and talk with Mr. Cooper. 


Very truly yotos, 



Gus T. Jones, 
Special Agent In 1 




Charge 
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i ^e#\-x$ir #£OO t W* *&top£fearj ,wmismo '*• '' 

- : 'mm fear. 4Re£j^eiGa» <0^ ^rewa- 

'■■-•■■ ■" fetiiln* toss 4«sfe 1&$ the i4?acy eto&d fe* gB&fe’ •#» *S» ->• 

. : aftaraooh of JhSy SprfMfflfc-fioStosr rmiW4*toe ttoptofe 

• " . cells* ^jfsrcaiiy £x$& the asm psg$& «to had fcgon. eaXlittg* dariag • 

- ■- which to* Sola*?^ ftSlksd far proof ife&t factor *es seteRlly held by 

v- ■ to*- $?*&** eetUag -and _#aggcated that fetor* 8 to-?* a* &- potot- 
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'... ' ' toxto derided 
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: »*pcc^ct £i«h& w * feflaogia^ ta Hecicr ea<S sae&pfcBd tte 

•/, ;-. m&KQt* 'Vtom im IWO^ «wi# adSfe' » wuw^iaie ^wi 4ead it *&&*&* T«« / . ■ 

daiiteida^ af 'tha udiaeaead fey ias?e*! !»•' lEicfer^ fr$s* -tfe^ :.. - 

a _ ;; ■; : ■,'■;•• ; . -wiMo* of ^ lda^eie#.a'fe tttmpfe df . • / , . - 

■■ ■ • *;•' - * •, «^'-w^i«S(iA Wm i» ^ al^t -&t$| ' . - , 

. "" • 3^Uaoi% fee its^adinialy roafeMsied ^edive rh^. . ;• 

v.-' ' aoiiMed hie *if# fthd fn^da, Ha. -sr&& tHe« i&^ryi«Tsede&d e .CC-J»- , - j 

■ $b&« tad deteiiad etatesn^ai obtained froa to iaclvtog ^^7 . -• 

- -.#m m& -i&* itmm*** ^ ^ ' •• 

-• ’' tfejy ceae ia compact 4«tog to $etod of ' 3Sa -iafetoaafej ;• 

• .- . ; he sidtoed Ott to night of ^ toa&to^-torto afto S^toia •*.*.<. 

•:. ■ - . - .; iid«utad h&» t&tinv®u» msMtim&'iifo t _ 

; :' ■fifia#a'-«sr dtdtorr^'h & ftoly ffef #&©#%. ■/" 
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' ernes of to Mtoptys .fcsfceg ifegstot it fe# *naft& reto 

. |$60|W« to»*e*y mpe*. thriving ®& to these ha *a* 

M% fe& me totaA tot-M mtft ton# fc#M £&r t&mm* 

fto** tr#& -«*&$& to mr$i of $mm& pmtmw tom to 
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' M feft -1&-10am8& <$&#• *»- ft «aS$Mt ft« ^ ■ - : - ’ ‘ : ' -• 

■ *# fttaeM# eMities- i^'fcfit#*.-' ' Btattar readily ideatMeti . '• • - 

■ iMs Kolias ** fei& itfftt piece ot fey th» watfeety fee 

wee required 'fee Impjb peat n$m mt*#i jags* fey. w iecaildft -of the 
feeaiei&t eatmee* the m$$m «fe*i*ft leasts -daea late* -tfe* Mae- • 
eeab* tfe* ceweat *ie&% tkelee*iiei* «£ tfee ieilst ' *m& fees-fa# ' sad . 

■ ^e^aaewaea^^etsiy , ; 

£m&nm& m&M eft ftg£4& ce&diMea ikoie#.ti»0 tfe* eeeaps&fes feed, v l 

■•; •■;. '-• . ' •_ 

£p&fe*££ .#* Siwlaiaa ft»& poM«f' etfieers we . 

&# the feews* for afesat fear deyftia erftaa? fee e^efetfed *ny <sP the . - -. 
f$m*P eBcftpsat# -tfea .eigfet m$&m* Ifowew* ftese ep pws &* Mains ■ 
bfeli tie* ft Ml wee *&£• ef fefee tea* £*? . m&Utiaa -ifect 

eigfefe fee as# m eeidaftse* fer «f wtlfte t» the ittweetigafeiofev lesisg. ; 
-if# artietsa were. %: 4nm,. tep »f .. & n^eaiae * 
: ifey-e* eat«««l^r ''$&&$&»$. 'w&#k featlete* t«e rslie fef edfeeslve - feepe, 
eoidl « m«i Sfelffe-'fer a *tm%*- M*& fe»e fereim iMpga *' 

mlt Qg clotfee* feaetJa^. mmM*- J* gcF&SZmi eae grry tepeaEt feesrin^ 
,,%#-fesie f« %*■%& i$&wt ««« isft feepeoet ^WiSng- tarn ■ 
fregesfete ef « jpttcr and jmm3U$m« saareeaed -fee Hr# E* ' ■ iWmMk# ^13 - 
M»rt5t giagew 4wae*- £tq*'M+. $&$$&# 380 test . 

eae f^s,8$^'lwly .. 

defend Me 304 ^eafetr J^l?ee% " 

: w&m i$m$M n$M* p?tale#e W:i8$& $®t ^#6ee €se. .'..., 
teeefeSdBW ■§» geri^e'-eWateae^dtijr^e reoiftfe* - v : - 

«f Xliiaid* in -glesie -chataiaere* fearied 1st tfee tMltjfe eftftr 

feefeag aasiyaed,. prevoi fee fee situate sei% ' tested *ltfe altre feestssme 
susid eite-eeiisi feeing tfe«? jBpproxiTsste etraag-tfe of* istfty p«r- seat; - 
dvasssltfcj this eipXoalve. m doufet fee&s 1 ew«fi fey this gsag ia Maying . 
'rmtitite Xft fesai^ . .. . . •.''.*/ ' ■ •- /;.. -. -- : \ , ., 


; 7,-Xa 

m 


■4t tfeie e»la#Xe felt- ^'MawssHss .tMefe- 
fee- •ifeA jtespamfc. Ifgeelj^L ^geste ef; fefee- ■' 


ifcssstlokt £tZ$m.<& to 
obtaia laaiotsmtt : m& t*%$? of mye%& tts ms ’- 

or P8« $» ifeft tsmte&t 

&*e$arl «$$ notation Tot&j? gaiig* 


• *6b*- t&o PZ Mss# it' vs** ©seartMnst J ' 

ttns& & &&&$■ giiritg tfc# Ms*es or.Wid&ee#' S«fcM» to n$g && ifcttft Z&t " 
.4tojr&lM *£ '**&*■ 0ktt£m *&& ££ ifcr frita# ■«£/ ' \ 

jhl»# Ifr* «ofti^-$l&3ltai SMN>-' Sotte tb# M&& Sgeafc fBfr . <-; 
tetmmm* fm fi«m$tstar ~Ssim Zmsmfy BMci#©* ' tXlit&i-H ' CPv- . 

awfegfe -*&!«*£% $&tswiM# sad «£ M*i$Mse% • 

SU&tttfti fc Tanlt^ #$»$. %e& tbfe tas« *a* ffcs* 

'afemst iota %$* .to; 14* 3#£3* ' 


/-• • ' ‘, UysS^M^' x&nftfees to t&s imrtWt* ©f <$$*,. 

f$% tb* ©& ?$3r©MiMt£&V flftae© 

&&$#. sk *i#8tedt sasMtir* •’ pfestee#*- t&a tftftiti . 

##*§ $haa sbstta M $*M8og#*8& '& to Mmetefam* fesaSifciaSjr 

ids&Mfios m*b» &e- *&aM&2«i mta& ■*%& j*o&* gin&s &&". ;;- 

■UMlO MUtt* $&*&&* • ■ - '•’,•• * .>• . '■ 


. lira tosasy fctofawft tfe» isent* .His* i& ' 

# %&% '*&$&$& t * : $«* Item. of .'BOgtr -‘ ‘•' : 

Sit t&huHf W&JP Se&ttlM# J$ife t© #$- •HMSi* Bttfrftt*:' •' 

•stdftias. tfcufc Bmts*. m£ Stfercsiei 2a jsasMtisr « tym+mb. mte&Mmit? 

tit Batas* - •* - • ‘* •■' 


^ ioefetfetl •• 

mJ&m %*ic!i (Seclc), ef-ftt* I*i«2at3#, 22,lin'oS.a # , ^ «ts «a& m«^^a 
itith U* jfe # bmln$. Mat Mm -ttyi&agli MM **£• %to #% . 

M*$ atwr tetcM' Mteleft -«teJacjS: , . 

• «. $$&$$&$& fto® liar t* c^-^Jr'e.%* iMaM jtoaatai e»' '' '•' 

''tferawtoaist.fi^xaMr ©j? fir SttfeatMij. . Oliowi#^ vXlMaMta ’ t, 

«&9Mt liwifr i*?a m$ W*&A - «!» MMeniijg 7 • 

*aM 4M3^ Z9$2* ©t». Mew» mit^aiout- ti” 

tatlMUaa .or tfea ata^bat ftttone MtlMag. t&e bmm m& 

- jpttx^Ui^ liar feoscr ldd^*‘©aa?l^r* Utt'ScMaafteei ,- 

•Eddi*' lfafa44M*|: Basil %w$sim |Msom lo te* Bcsf«e& ms \ 

^^.Hctaddas, • . 

«ift %o MS»aa ^sfiwSM "t© £ias$<s& «ss|«M f «0^-®aia . 

.tad ^awel oifeat sMkabMb part ats ^^aeatci Pia ^atsts* Qs ii'Mf 1# .. 
'■^ggtj frt*, ia«M^.Mas«sa MaMo- eoa2M>Mtft 2a tBo.bosMsasit| s^ - 




:-v ;/ i^u^r y' : - 

" ‘ •• 3%# toto* to 4gfttt&& is**6 toseft 

-- td $ «$&$«^In.€&lfc«g9 *fca« to«& tfe'to .... 

: ' tot h%$. muftfrJS* 

■ , ./ ittt 0*»0- #* 6* ^iSBpwaes#* •• •.'''' /V- 

• ' .. y;. ~ . • ' ' ■' ; „•’’ *' ' •" " .. tm 1&fcfc«8 vf^rossto t© $fs?* *jfc# - '- r&&tea« • SSfcUf -Jto&t . - , 

•/■••'•/ ; ' . Mp Jim*** ®&le#g®* torn - ** 4* Sj#I&a»f 

' v ' „ ilXtois* $» Dwfc „a*4# itofeft to- X3*WS £$Ma$s$ ’ , . 

•V . • ■ ' . . '„'/•' : ; ' : '; • • . .-. \ ’’ 

. •• ■ -In^st^siioR &‘ t. to* 30 & Ss&tea?- Stgee^ $pe?Htost 

• •„' - ■ J3 f ap^toiftg: opto^eat &axi% , 

to mange# *«#• 'W% *&** .: • ' 

.>'• •- .•' torn tm «$$&• * •' r. 

! ., - s ' •■*' . ' ' '•" pb& rn$ to&to-tt in tbs'.ia^ter ^toa£. mU& /- • . 

: • . . -, •• ' '" : - '% .to Spots Ift&ssto t&toto& all of -to? &&&' . -. : -., -••*:. - 

; - ' • • $Ijk% ^•^N^ssl^ 9? ft ,543^1 .|<rp » iKMp^ttte , 

;""'•** ■ '' ■■$»* & .j^b9fcg^i®&' of-Sie0& mn$m% ««* ^aa42» f _3t4©a^t^ as tteft' . .*'. . 

•-* - :; ;.* x»%or s*-.*^*«4fea ■»« ^ . ..- .-. 

; ^ •;.!■';•• ..«' •• .^' j&& : s#^ i 8i* totWf m swwiwitttt' .*'• 

', '■ aiftd.jsuli**''' .'■ ; 

’’■ P$atox» <M W£$y ceiled ^ . 

■ ‘ ' : ■•' ' -..: *» «•/ 

‘> m mi. •«£ tiw ^ «ote4 «t M® • • 

• * *"*" : -■ - w fet t®i»s ^ to 4 ?o,6sq **«**»» «s4- to te- • •■■ / . 

■ : / • - '■ $&*&& «8» i»«B3b«»iog M® t» : 3?ai?a to ■_ . : •; . 

/ .-" -•;' • - ! , ' ••to^aggaiB^ai'of Ifedls. gsgt$ ir4l.^4t«& ^dty ®adl‘totir ..; 

‘ .-• -. . 4# |IS#03a tools -fta|dto»0 to; Isis. oa : • .••/ • .. 

- ■ "■ • -$4,. V0% dfetoA-ko tetoi w«s»e»0«r^ to ®ssto^ • 

- . •*•; / >’; . - v&sn to .««li' ©» ,&@nsft ^ p^oee# i» «, &*&&■ 

: \ . 4 . • tracMnato:.Stoov^<i t» 3?eaH»M«s £veito,. iaft oa 2M’ *• • '•' ' 

.-' ' .'• - : .-. ••’ " fisdnta tft 2^aa *£s&t t» to ^fe Ctelf da • • 

.•‘ ■ ... ■’ '■ ’|5 # : ai li|£^ J.* toto n totsaotip^ . 

/■. ; r - ' to 'htm toiaoa^r t : s ne* totooMotts, fett ta ato ? .. ,' 

: ,. .-; ' •'/.-' .- '. ‘.wQ&m kmmp *&'■$&%&& &itM* U«ibeg?a.^» to&f. ;•. 

"- : ; '‘ ■ stftor toft at- to jjisfti. -degigp&teft* ' ' ' ' ' * * . " • 




tstd iShmGg 1 &;ca f&se;$& points £r& «$&& tfagp ea#l4 ifc: ; 
oss f&O gsaseosB* softfe^ to 4&23&*& i&ofaaim 2& fto> ^ei&ltyof tfe$ * - 
£ia& &#£ 0l#i| theri'f5s?0 # . ivcgs -s^s$ai>F $»? tta to Ob$$*e th^ir poajU 
• ^oa« 'att&astfesg - • . - ' ’. 


.. .f btlvk &££$&Qix&. $m$s€& ^ s tad WeotaMi tfr*|0» 

«*ssebg<% <&&.«& io.f&iW# tebejai&^tabd*. ■sitb * .-.; ;. 

- jeifcsgg «&*!&»&§ '##&* $» ffee :$?3&£r bit&ie* : ’t&lfc*ft y&t$l3&g$ $&£$ " • • 

■^•^r $* ii&slmosf tfea stos ' '. 

^riyfog & seSst Uj> 5 M 0 #t fhcs&t&d •J&Jtcd £03? t&a 

.ftse&oge «&£*&. %aa $«$&£ tM* t%Sh % Wes% &t igeod 4&» ?o*& - &«k • 
psrttsi si$t. tho cafe 2ft savooit* -Tm la tft® £feb $$m$& fii'a 

#i£& a arwo&ras? iaai, ftscMtio pi al thfc'-ffegb Mflfe^pOsj&ag Yard# ftMob 

slsss#®? thoroefioio M- n ^c^y«jd8ed- aco^ftsa - 
of tfeo Y<s$si 8N&0W# , ^fejMSss^teaf* 2232ftO£o*- lit -tMfr • 

«$** .&* :#y«4 #1 ■&& 2ft a# t&p irioltW* Sft£ .* '.. *. 

WKS » Of'- i^o ttMgft* 4 «Mfa pmM J&&. 0 |iay 
oout «>ra faoail w&w* *tftwMjtwi a& Z$ .^atifw esj m& t'^'^, 
feloek. aw^F A&im3 f&atte* $y£&*8&' Sat «n& & Ktas oo&V. 


. ; '.. '• • XU J&be* 1 ^ao$atcte& $u& -i&aafc ,2|0^ Y4U* .Oft .Ska <Say .•••.*-• 
’84u *m timiMtofy -a : Mvw$Pfr tb«\te# of. £ats», 1# ; 

ftsMi* Ztiw&& ft #ikh& &o& •• -. 

, to : h$$kM f 2i^iaoi%; fhft j&tr-tetigci^ ctatl^ that 1 . \ . v ; 

. M |aofc wngjfc ‘^ift li* th& isaofift mb eaotte. isaj®^# . six**., MSI’ ' . 
<mfi ^ hu : $m&t 5 tftfiftUar jwi.oo|o2i't«l .^togaspM. ofc Snail , 

fec-yt' o« tMi^g j£ft «wo1fe .3^Jf0p.©fft of tJaift ••'feww^Of^ . •■".'■ •. -./,.• - 

. " fm: .poxico ' €oUvo*&& Ws& *2 -‘ 

t$m pifa&8sQ$m: of £$pu %m$sx% ,m& tSm&m #* emm** ’ - 

; ‘/* ■ : > ,: . MlMwtgk i&ft tSaw ';' '- :: - 

to obtain ooflr/ltj&oa# Of t&r ia^llSfi^gK^ 'latfOivt'S#.- ffte- iS^eioo of . -. 

MS. iit*% emm &t»- %u%. tfaoa» tbo abistt^oiwd Iftrd . 

ftflaa tV ^.teste ^ JM&BM of Cfosas^o as j&vtj 

«al»^ ‘fa&.mm ’feotty to s^oa lia- S»d oott oas- ca-5is2F Z%$3* 
^o^aaft^oas’ bs^^mxsm of e^moifs • *«& Ussagbss^. sdoatlfd^i *fi» 
-olatM^, «iwK8l ss %ol»s sft •vMoSt tbor ^ boss 

ZlKatmm sbso ^sO.Sarstfea *&ii ^-srtsfs' ftf .S&si Sooar ot'fbo, 

fOlft' oft'ifts’tdsfcjfe ■'"• ‘ . /-’ . J - ■ " . 


tolBW# fctwtofceA V to SM*> 
av{i*4$g£M_«5ft to* tono£ ©vor &>■ to -fenfctoiito. ' 
for toaeca* to* ihto fetog m «£ * ^©£#%to. of any 

ffetosi $towi§% Tfitltor rot feting toseportel i& toe£ai«,ia coi- . 
mtctg aosp'.lb# n&lls m0-&%k ©ofcoeeito \s&f!* to 3«aaftd, or- pc.jr-' 

. oto of m*o% - ■ '_* - ■ '_ . ■ .---■ ' :; ■ . 

. > • ’' - . iStetosk TSte&t# * ; . s; 

: ,.SeBeMe% Jlfeto K&to* toll Bought- ;«*& $&$** .<?* Cotore too 
- Ia£io#e& ia ’. to &Sefc* toirt:* TO$n»$£* on SMafetp $p " i$0$ t , : •. 

10&8& toWjC# *£%' Idjitfgl^gg 4«&n l&Oto £&v to pSSS$i03etOf 

.' log. re rsttsoa fin* Us, nas^.'lA, to jsa«asfe of ' '•'.•• - ’• 

... £i$Sii» tosjto.ojt fcstota i* |ail efe'fi# . 

' a#' &&&- fcee& fe* <sto& to*& --on -totofc’ \ v 

stop* to&S&Jfasr to^g.fel»i#££ '?4l%, fei* Bst&to* ; . -. ■ , 

Mtm* Sfrifcfeln *$*.•&<& issu %!l&i%#,, in ; * 

-ghtop bn, SzfMtnoifr 8*. 1m- to* ©ftoss ’ w toft^fcias 't» . 

%sito in* sst * $afeto «flto&%- ' ,'' . .... " • ; . 

. ,-'. %$£&$& £$$ 4£gi&&?$ ■#£ tbgrSIfeifes % affine*’ ■ 

in -^togo# ytobti to roi4^Baf?n44^i £to$% fiOiitego^,* • 

JJitoS% on £toto?r % .3$g$? <£® *totot»8 %- rko to® •■ . 
'. ton nasto % . to vitoaf. to toBtoMft -in-' •' ■ • '■ 

'to trial an M;to fSito nadP'tor iitos*#. 

: ' mm* &&■ ■ 38|f - i9S# ’to ipiioteis^ 4a ^ feerd n^wni its* • 

■ poiQL%^aa<#i- Cte.ftottM^p % «. feintrisi i®« ^cten# «•». -to 

•• to'Otoap ,^oto^ww» tow "to J*s$* fteitM- f» *&m a - - 

' ^ 'to M&li&m Af M' .Sato^fta& to . . *--/•. 

•fffoto %& tosfco to to %f 4fe far * to^s« 



thit toi& neon fen ite-toSl-'toli la »ifflr' of gcagJaart^s ■ g$*fe •ntotoi ••• 
toort# feis s*oj?titoto as «» 'eajS'^sjjto antoa^to M%*£y ;■'*•' 

■ toeto« to division' its '^4 fldM affito toani?ol‘ 

In to fa" 

tw . . , . „. .. _ 

ia. issssr' fesltonfelo' rssietol^ 






ifiseMom nnsor ikis .$# IH&j&yfc* - 4M*-t&d #ea#'tis% Is#-. -. - 

BiM&gfc,. $$&&&&*% w& 16?#* fosagr' :£<fcfo3r *W* '%£#»• - : - ; ■ 

into wtoio&jv %n tfiii* f&nand t*$ 

gsasr* with elird# dra»% two Mgh-powersd vlUts, mv&rgl revolvers* 

. - c #&#?& *e,t» radio receiving ##£*. tour sots of false ftashrefc##* end 
tsdft t&0tt#ai4 #v#‘hnndrfid dollar# i a rtnweney*, pert-; of ishielh #s*.. - 

#» .tdU3' #ws# Of £h# #100jt<$o oh$nin&d i& 'jft'aaU..rd^cisr v 

st-GfesrlOtts^ &ortb 0& ..., ' . , _//: • ' 

. - jfe $m. &»&*'&*&'■ '&* ***«& of S&mXzi x$m& ' ■ '■"'- 

*8d i&iic# officer# err^utfid- an is^ifddnd.i : bi' fej^fered '&%■ ff*« . 1 ’ * ; 
gprt#«n& occupied hy Bc^g^rt inquiring for ^Mr:* Stftt&rt’V fhim • 
person. tse# Inter identified ty Mu fingerpMut# «&$&?$& tkuiner# 

■ anothtr falser' Of the fonhy gang* end mntc$ £or tho .mil roTbh g$p\ • -. 

,.#t fhsrldtt#* Ifojstfe fer#liu#| $t&w#verj> $»p together s?£t& Bensb&rfc . -. • ". 

and tut iv# #&»• returned to t&iusgd *fc#a I’&utor v*e&ga£sfj|- .. . ■* • c 

&*. c5# fcMsg'.fci# M%g& dt ®ta$. 'f&teflk «£ confin#-* - 

. mini? m* ^faSm’zt sm : v&s$&$tto fcrws tod him rfel&er Mudty* ;. 

*’ - U^jk 4 ofi&# at- CJsi«s3% Costner scared . 

&e 'tt fitness for ths 'ftetr* ffe# |wy returned ft vmlioi 'of gaiety ‘ 

. ‘ ' wt £3* %$% sgfiSa®& Boge-r fctfhy* Go&t&v Itefcaohinl .find lugast . ' . 

■ .lOli# time# -tnd #!«& wad #*nitme«d o*r th# 4 .a»» dot# to. ##ry# 99 aft*#*# 

. d»^ri#on#ent*, ; .. • •'■•• .•/ ’ •;. • • ' '- : --:\ : ;■ .• 

V * " . Basil Hugh. Banghart was convicted on March 13> 1934 aiid- 

s.entenced on March 16 ? 1934 to serve 99 years in the Ill inois State. ■ , 

v Penitentiary, at Joliet, Illinois. On March 13 > 1934> Conners was murdered at 
Willow Springs, Illinois. . : - . •■ . '* ■ 


v •* 



MEMORANDUM 


June 9, 1934. 


The Division of Investigation is vigorously pursuing an investigation 
at the present time to effect the apprehension of John Herbert Dillinger for 
the theft and interstate transportation of a stolen automobile from Crown Point, 
Indiana to Chicago, Illinois, the property of Sheriff Lillian Holley of Crown 
Point, Lake County, Indiana, which theft occurred on March 3, 1934, when 
Dillinger escaped from the Lake County Jail where he was being held on a charge 
of murder. 


- Dillinger* s criminal record began when he was received at the State 
Reformatory, Pendleton, Indiana on September 16, 1924 to serve sentences of 
two to fourteen years and ten to twenty years, respectively, for having been 
convicted of assault and battery with attempt to rob and conspiracy to commit 
a felony. Dillinger was transferred from this institution to the Indiana 
State Prison at Michigan City, Indiana on July 16, 1929 and paroled by the 
Governor of Indiana on May 10, 1933. Following his release on parole, 
numerous bank robberies occurred in the states of Ohio, Michigan, India na 
and Illinois, in which Dillinger and his associates were believed to have 
participated. On September 22, 1933 , Dillinger was arrested by the police 
at Dayton, Ohio and delivered to the Sheriff at Lima, Ohio on September 23, 
1933, where he was committed to the county jail to await trial for the robbery 
of a bank at Bluff ton, Ohio. 

On September 26, 1933, Harxy Pierpont, Russell Clark, Edward Shouse, 
Charles Makley, John Hamilton, Joseph Fox, Walter Dietrich and Joseph Burns, 
aU of whom were serving terms of ten years to life imprisonment in the 
State Prison at Michigan City, Indiana, escaped from this institution after 
wounding two guards and threatening to kill others with the use of shot guns 
and rifles which had been smuggled in to them. When this occurred, it was 
recalled that some written plans, the significance of which was not understood 
at that time, were taken from Dillinger* s possession when he was arrested at 
Dayton, Ohio on September 22, 1933, which, when considered in connection with 
the escape, proved to be a chart to be used by the convicts in m«Tri n o- their 
get-away once they were outside the prison. Dillinger became in tima tely 
acquainted with the above named convicts while confined in the prison with 
them prior to his parole. 


_ On the night of October 12, 1933, about 6:00 P.M., three men entered 
Sheriff Jesse Sarber*s office at Lima, Ohio, stating they were from the 
Indiana State Prison and came to get John Dillinger, who was a parolee from 
that institution. The Sheriff, who was seated at his desk, asked the 
spokesman for the men for his credentials and simultaneously this individ u a l 
pulled a gun ana advised the Sheriff that that was his authority. Before 
the Sheriff could move, the gunman shot him and beat him into unconsciousness 
with the butt of his pistol. The three gunmen then obtained the keys to the 
jail, liberated John Dillinger and locked the Sheriff's wife and a Deputy 
Sheriff in the jail, leaving the Sheriff dying on the floor. He died 
about two hours later in a hospital. 
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Immediately following this atrocious crime, the Department 
received telegrams from Congressman Frank L. Kloeh of Ohio and the 
Acting Sheriff at Lima, Ohio, requesting that the Federal government 
lend assistance in identifying and locating the criminals. Although there 
was not involved a violation of any Federal Statute, the Department requested 
the Division of Investigation to assist the State authorities insofar as 
practicable. Instructions were immediately issued to the Special Agent in 
Charge of the Detroit Office of the Division to proceed to Lima, Ohio where 
he, in cooperation with the local officers, established that Harry 
Pierpont, Russell Clark, Charles Makley and one Harry Copeland, who 
was at that time on parole from the Indiana State Prison, had taken part 
in the liberation of Dillinger. Wanted Notices were placed -a gainst -t h e- 
tiu fingerprint^ of^aei^.-criminal^in-4^e^£<d|ntifi'©atien-0 : nit of the Division 
of Investigation in order that thef^ wou£abe identified and the State 
authorities at Lima, Ohio could be notified in the event any of them 
were arrested at some other place. 

During the investigation that- followed, Dillinger and his 
associates were suspected of several bank robberies, definite proof 
being obtained in some instances and positively identified as robbing 
the police departments at Auburn, Indiana and Peru, Indiana on October 
14 and October 21, 1933, obtaining several machine guns, rifles, revolvers, 
ammunition and several bullet proof vests. 

On December 14, 1933, Police Detective William T. Shanley was 
shot and killed at Chicago, Illinois by John Hamilton, when he endeavored 
to take him into custody. 

On January 15, 1934, shortly after noon, this gang robbed the 
First National Bank of East Chicago, Indiana of over $>2,000 in currency, 
after killing a police officer who was stationed at the bank. 

On January 25, 1934, Dillinger, Pierpont, Clark and Makley were 
arrested at Tucson, Arizona by local police there, after receiving 
information from some firemen, following a fire at a hotel where Clark 
and Makley were staying under assumed names, these firemen having 
previously seen their pictures. There was found in their possession 
over 025,000, part of which was obtained from the East Chicago, Indiana 
bank, three Thompson submachine guns, two Winchester rifles mounted as 
machine guns and five bullet proof vests. Dillinger was returned to 
Indiana where he was committed to the County Jail at Crown Point, Indiana 
to await trial for the murder of the police officer at East Chicago, 

Indiana. Pierpont, Makley and Clark were returned to Ohio and later 
convicted of the murder of the Sheriff at Lima, Ohio, Pierpont and Makley 
receiving death sentences while Clark was sentenced to life imprisonment. 

They are confined at the present time in the Ohio State Penitentiary at 
Columbus, Ohio. The date of electrocution for Pierpont and Makley has 
been set for July 13, 1934* 
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' On March 3, 1934, Dillinger succeeded in subduing the guards 

at the county j ail at Crown Point, Indiana with a wooden pistol which 
he constructed in the jail and made his escape j at the k same time liberating 
Herbert Youngblood, another prisoner who was awaiting trial for murder. 

They stole Sheriff Holley's automobile from the jail garage and later 
abandoned it at Chicago, Illinois, thus violating the National Motor 
Vehicle Theft Act, Title IS, Section 40S, U. S. Code, which comes within 
the investigative jurisdiction of the Division of Investigation, 

On March 16, 1934, Herbert Youngblood was located by the police 
officers at Port Huron, Michigan and when they attempted to take him into 
custody, he blazed away with - a revolver, killing one officer, wounding two 
officers and a bystander. In the exchange of shots, Youngblood was also 
killed. 

Although it was realized that the State authorities had a better • 
claim against Dillinger in the event he was apprehended, in view of the 
fact that he was wanted for murder and numerous bank robberies, the Division 
of Investigation filed a complaint against Dillinger at Chicago, Illinois 
on March 8, 1934, charging him with the violation of the National Motor 
Vehicle Theft Act and warrants were issued. Every Field Office was 
instructed to give attention to any and all probable leads in their 
districts which would result in obtaining information concerning Dillinger. 
An effort was also made to obtain the names of all of Dillinger' s relatives, 
close friends and persons whom it was thought he would contact, and those 
which could be located were placed under surveillance. At the same time, . 
an identification orders containing the photograph, fingerprints, description 
and criminal record of^Dillinger was prepared by the Division and furnished 
every law enforcement agency in the United States. 4| 

On March 30, 1934, Mrs. Coffey, manager of [the Lincoln Court 

Apartments, 95 South Lexington Street, St. Paul, Minnesota, reported to 
the United States Attorney there, who in turn advised the St. Paul Office 
of the Division of Investigation, that an apartment had been rented to 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl T. Heilman, whose activities were of a suspicious^ 
c har acter. Agents of the Division interviewed Mrs. Coffey who furnished 
information rather general in character concerning the occupants. She 
based her suspicion of these tenants on the fact that they remained 
indoors, used the rear entrance, lowered their shades just after dusk 
each evening and kept them lowered until about 10:30 each morning and 
that they had refused to allow the caretaker to enter on one occasion to 
replace a bathroom fixture, the caretaker being informed that Mr. Heilman 
was bathing and would do the work himself. 

Thp apartment occupied by the Heilmans was kept under 
surveillance by Division Agents on the night of March 30, 1934 und no 
un usual circumstances or happenings were observed. The shades were 
lowered within about three inches of the bottom. However, the shades in 
other apartments were likewise lowered, which appeared necessary n 


any degree of privacy was desired. The automobile was kept in a 
garage -which was more accessible from the rear entrance and the fact 
that the rear entrance was used by the Heilmans did not appear to 
indicate that they might be criminals. Photographs of numerous 
criminals were exhibited to Mrs. Coffey. However, she was unable to 
make any identification. 

The following morning, on March 31? 1934? the Special Agents 
decided it would be advisable to determine the identity of the occupants 
of the apartment, whereupon two Special Agents accompanied by a police 
officer went to the apartment and knocked on the door but were refused 
admittance. In fact a woman, whose identity was not known to them, opened 
the door and upon observing the Special Agent and the police officer, she 
shut the door in their faces. The Special Agent proceeded immediately to 
a telephone to call his office to advise of this action so that additional' 
men could be sent to the premises. 

While additional agents were en route to this apartment house, 
an individual, whose identity was at the time unknown, came into the 
hall-way and asked for the apartment of Mr. Johnson. The Special Agent 
asked him his business and he stated that he was a soap salesman. 

Inquiry was then made as to where his samples might be and he stated that 
'they were downstairs in his car. The individual started leaving the hall- 
way and proceeded down the stairs and was followed by the Special Agent a 
few seconds later in order that he might be questioned further. When the 
Agent arrived in the lobby of the first floor, he glanced in the doorway 
opening on the stairs leading into the basement, where he observed the 
man, who had stated he was a soap salesman, with a pistol pointed at the 
Agent. The alleged soap salesman stated: "You asked for it, so I will 
now give it to you," whereupon he started shooting at the Agent who, not 
having his gun , drawn at the time, retreated through the door leading to 
the outside, at the same time drawing his gun. when he had obtained his 
gun, he returned the fire, at which time the soap salesman returned to 
the interior of the apartment building while the Special Agent proceeded 
to the outside of idle building for the purpose of covering that entrance. 

When the shooting began, the door of the apartment occupied by 
the Heilmans was opened slightly and one of the occupants began directing 
machine gun fire down idle hall-way. The police officer who had been in 
the hall-way sought safety immediately. The second Special Agent was at 
the time engaged in checking the nearby garages for automobiles which 
might be identified as belonging to individuals whose apprehension was 
being sought by the Division. It was during his absence from the building 
that the alleged soap salesman entered the hall-way and this was. followed 
by the gun fire heretofore described. Under cover of the machine gun fire, 
the other occupants of the apartment made an exit out of the rear door of 
the building and proceeded to a garage where it appears they had an 
automobile awaiting them and in this car they made their escape. 
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Upon the location of the apartment on Marshall Avenue where 
Green is known to have been living, a search of the apartment disclosed 
a number of machine gun clips, ammunition and the stock of a machine gun 
which appears to belong to the machine gun which was located in the apart- 
ment on Lexington Avenue after Dillinger had made his escape. 

Green later died from the gun shot wounds on the night of 
April 11, 1934. However, much information of value was obtained from 
him prior to his death. Subsequent to the arrest of Green and Bessie 
Skinner, investigation disclosed that they had resided as Sr. and Mrs. 

T. J. Randall at 3300 Freemont Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota. In this 
apartment one bullet proof vest, one Thompson submachine gun, one .45 
automatic pistol and one high powered rifle were located. Prior to 
Green's death it was learned from him that he, John Dillinger, John 
Hamilton, Homer Van Meter, Tommy Carroll and Lester M. Gillis, alias 
George '/Baby Face" Nelson had robbed the Security. National Bank at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota on March 6, 1934> obtaining approximately $49,500 
and the First National Bank at Mason City, Iowa on March 13, 1934j obtaining 
approximately $52,000. 

Through continued questioning of Bessie Skinner, it was learned 
from her that Dr. H. G. Mortensen had probably treated Dillinger and other 
members of his gang for bullet wounds. A check up on Dr. Mortensen disclosed 
that he is an Ex-Post Commander of the American Legion, President of the 
American Legion Hospital of Minnesota, President of the State Board of 
Health, State of Minnesota and City Health Commissioner of the City of 
St. Paul, Minnesota; also that he was a candidate for the position of 
County Coroner about four years ago and is planning to again announce his 
candidacy for Coroner within the next few weeks. 

Dr. Mortensen was questioned on April 20, 1934 by a Special 
Agent of the Division of Investigation concerning his alleged treatment 
of Dillinger and his gang and Dr. Mortensen advised that about midnight, 

March 14th, 1934* which is .the day following the robbery of the First 
National Bank at Mason City, Iowa, Albert W. Reilly, who is known to 
Dr. Mortensen as Pat Reilly, came to Dr. Mortensen' s residence at St. Paul, 
Minnesota accompanied by three or four unknown individuals. Pat Reilly 
requested Dr. Mortensen to give medical treatment to two of the men who 
Reilly stated had been shot in a gun fracas at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Dr. Mortensen examined the two men and discovered wounds in the back of 
the right shoulders of both men, which appeared to have been made by 
bullets fired from a point of elevation.. According to Dr. Mortensen, 
he gave these men superficial treatment and suggested they come to his 
office the following day for further treatment, which they did not do. 

Dr. Mortensen has now positively identified photographs of 
John Dillinger and John Hamilton as being the men he treated and a 
photograph of Homer Van Meter as one of the other persons present who 


had a machine gun under his coat while at the doctor’s residence. 

Dr. Mortensen advised that he did not recognize or identify these 
men on the night that they appeared at his home but he later became 
convinced that John Dillinger was included among them in view of 
Dillinger* s activities at St. Paul subsequent to that night. Dr. 

Mortensen -did not report the treatment of these gangsters to the 
St. Paul Police Department although he advised that he was aware of 
a State law in Minnesota requiring such treatment to be reported. 

Incidentally Pat Reilly, whom Dr. Mortensen admits having 
known for the past two years, is a known messenger and body guard of 
Harry Sawyer, a well known racketeer in that section and whom Dr. 

Mortensen admits being acquainted with for the past four years. When 
this information was obtained, efforts were made immediately to locate 
Pat Reilly and Harry Sawyer. However, they apparently fled from St. Paul 
following the escape of John Dillinger from the Lincoln Court Apartments 
on March 31, 1934. 

It was also learned from Bessie Skinner on the night of 
April 13th, 1934 that shortly following the escape of John Dillinger from 
the apartment house on Lexington Avenue, St. Paul on March 31st, that 
his girl friend, Evelyn Frechette, contacted Edward Green, advising him 
that Dillinger had been shot while making his escape and needed medical 
attention. Edward Green then contacted Dr. Clayton E. May, Minn eapolis, 
Minnesota, who caused Dillinger to be placed in an apartment located at 
1835 Park Avenue, Minneapolis, where Dr. May treated him. This apartment 
was occupied by Mrs. A. Salt, a practical nurse, who had assisted Dr. May 
for several years in the practice of performing illegal operations. 

Investigation at this apartment disclosed that it had been 
vacated. However, Dr. May and Mrs. Salt were later located at 131 East 
14th Street, Minneapolis, Minnesota where they had moved imm ediately 
following the shooting of Green as they had feared that the Skinner woman 
might talk. Confessions, which have been reduced to writing, have been 
obtained from Dr. May and Mrs, Salt, in which they admit treating John 
Dillinger for a bullet wound in the fleshy part of the left leg just 
above the knee, which he obtained during his escape on March 31st. 

Further investigation definitely established that John 
Hamilton had also been living at St. Paul, Minnesota and had left the 
apartment, from which Dillinger escaped on March 31, 1934, shortly before 
the shooting with Opal Long and Patricia Cherrington, two women who had 
been living with Hamilton and Van Meter as their wives. It was learned 
from Mrs. A. Salt that Dillinger and Evelyn Frechette had left her apartment 
about 6;00 P.M. on April 4th, 1934, which was the day following the shooting 
of Green. Dillinger apparently left St. Paul on this date inasmuch as the 
automobile in which he hadfLed from the Lexington Avenue ap ar tment on 


March 31st collided with another automobile about 2:00 A.M. 9n 
April 7, 1934 a t Noblesville, Indiana, after which it was abandoned. 

Following this, Evelyn Frechette was apprehended on April 9, 

1934 t>y Special Agents of the Division at Chicago, Illino is when she 
contacted one Larry Streng who had been under surveillance for some time. 
After thorough questioning, Evelyn Frechette admitted that she had been 
in the apartment with John Dillinger at St. Paul, Minnesota when he escaped 
on March 31, 1934 and that she had accompanied Dillinger to the apartment 
of Mrs. A. Salt There he was treated by Dr. May. Evelyn Frechette stated 
that after leaving St. Paul on April 4? 1934 j she and Dillinger proceeded 
ho^the home of Dillinger* s father, John W. Dillinger at Mooresville, 

Indiana; that while there the Hudson sedan was wrecked and they purchased 
a new Ford V-8 sedan and returned to Chicago on the night of April S, 1934. 
She refused to divulge any information at the time of her arrest on April 9th 
and thereafter, which would result in ascertaining the whereabouts of' 
Dillinger. Evelyn Frechette was removed from Chicago, Illinois to St. Paul, 
Minnesota where she will be tried on charges of harboring the fugitive John ‘ 
Dillinger. 


On April 13, 1934? the Chicago Office of the Division of 
Investigation received information from Sheriff Harley D. Person at 
Warsaw, Indiana that two men, each armed with a machine gun and driving 
a large black sedan, the make and license unknown, had shortly after 
midnight .on that day forced the night police officer Judd Tittinger at 
Warsaw to open the police station where they obtained three bullet proof 
vests and two .38 calibre revolvers. They demanded machine guns but none 
were found. Officer Tittinger positively identified one of these men as 
Dillinger o His identification was later substantiated. 

During the early afternoon of April 19, 1934, information was 
received by the Chicago Office of the Division from Sheriff G. W. Welch 
of Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan that Dillinger and John Hamilton had been-* 
seen at the home of Mrs. Isaac Steve, a sister of John Hamilton at Sault s< ' *** 
Sainte Marie on April 17, 1934 » Agents were immediately dispatched by 
airplane to this point where investigation disclosed that Dillinger, Jo hn 
Hamilton and Patricia Cherrington had visited Mrs. Steve about two hours 
on the evening of April 17th, where they had left a Ford V-8 sedan which 
was later ascertained to have been purchased by John Hamilton at Nashville, 
Tennessee in December 1933 • 

On Sunday, April 22, 1934? shortly after noon, information was 
obtained by telephone from Mr. Hemy Vqss, who resides near Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin, that John Dillinger, six other men and three women were at that 
time located at a summer resort known as Little Bohemia and operated by 
Emil Wanatka, Mr. Voss* brother— in— law. Upon receipt of - this information. 
Special Agents were dispatched immediately by airplane from the Chicago and 
St. Paul Division Offices to Rhinelander, Wisconsin, arriving there that 
afternoon shortly before dusk. Mr. Voss was contacted and plans were 
discussed for a proposed raid on the Little Bohemia resort, which is located 
fifty miles north of Rhinelander. However, while plans were being discussed, 



Mrs. Voss arrived in Rhinelander and informed the Agents that 
Dillinger and his gang were planning to leave the Little Bohemia 
resort immediately after dinner that night. In view of this. It 
was necessary to take action immediately. Considerable difficulty 
was experienced in obtaining automobiles. However, the Agents 
proceeded immediately in those that could be obtained. Before 
arriving at Little Bohemia, two of the cars broke down which 
necessitated the Agents riding on the running boards of the remaining 
two cars with their machine guns and other equipment in their hands in 
extremely cold weather. 

On arriving at a point about two miles from the Little 
Bohemia resort, the lights on the car were extinguished and the Agents 
proceeded in darkness. Upon turning in a lane leading to the resort, 
dogs began barking. The Agents had not been previously informed that 
there were dogs at the place. Immediately after the dogs started barking, 
two groups of Agents were dispatched to each side of the resort for the 
purpose of surrounding it. A remaining group proceeded to the front. 

At the same time three individuals left the resort and proceeded to a car 
parked nearby and attempted to drive away. The Agents clearly and 
distinctly ordered them to stop, stating that they were officers of the 
law. However, the automobile immediately accelerated and an effort was 
made to drive through the Agents. Having received information from Mr. Voss 
that Dillinger and his gang were the only occupants of the resort outside 
of Mr. Wanatka and his employees, the Agents were of the opinion that the 
parties in the car were some of Dillinger’ s associates whereupon they 
immediately fired at the car. Simultaneously machine gun fire came from 
the roof of the resort and the second story. Later it was ascertained 
that those in the car which was fired upon were Eugene Boisoneau, who was 
killed, John Hoffman and John Morris, who were wounded, they being residents 
of that vicinity who had dropped in at the resort a few minutes prior 
thereto. 


Although these wounded men now insist that they did not hear 
the demands to halt, an employee at the resort, Frank Traube, emerged 
therefrom at the same time that these men left to enter the car and he 
states that he distinctly heard the Government men shout to the three men 
to halt, which they did not do. These men had been drinking at the resort 
and it is probable that this was the-reason for their not hearing the 
demands of the Special Agents. 

The resort was surrounded and closely guarded that night and 
entered the following morning after tear gas had been thrown therein. 
However, it was discovered that Dillinger and his associates had departed 
therefrom, apparently having gone out the back way immediately upon hearing 
the dogs bark and after the first burst of machine gun fire, the Agents 
not having had time to completely surround the place. 

Following this first encounter at the resort, an Agent was 
dispatched to a nearby telephone for the purpose of giving directions 
to additional Special Agents who had arrived in Rhinelander by automobile. 
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YJhile this Agent was using the telephone, the telephone operator 
advised that there was some trouble at the residence of Mr. Alvin 
Koerner, about two miles from the Little Bohemia resort. Special 
Agents J. C. Newman and W. Garter Baum accompanied by Constable Carl C. 
Christensen proceeded to the Koerner residence and upon arriving there 
noticed a car parked out in front, which Constable Christensen recognized 
as being that of a local resident. In view of this, the Agents drove up 
alongside of the car, at which time an individual, who has since been 
identified as Lester M. Gillis, alias George "Baby Face" Nelson, asked 
who was in the car. Upon being advised that they were Federal officers, 
Gillis covered them with an automatic pistol and demanded Agent Newman 
to get out of the car. While Agent Newman was getting out, Gillis fired 
point blank at him, the bullet rendering him unconscious for a few 
minutes. Gillis continued to fire the automatic at Agent Baum and 
Constable Carl C. Christensen with the result that Agent Baum was 
immediately killed and Constable Christensen severely wounded. Gillis 
then made his escape in the car which had been driven by the Agents. 

The foregoing investigation at Little Bohemia and vicinity 
was made after 9:00 P.M. in a drizzling rain which considerably 
handicapped things. The original plans were to surround the resort and 
raid it at daybreak. However, in view of the information, as noted above, 
it was necessary to change the plans and take immediate action. 

Marie Marion Conforti, Mrs. Edward A. Crompton and Marion 
Marr, who is believed to be the wife of Gillis, were located in the 
resort after it was entered and they have been identified as arriving 
at the resort with Dillinger and members of his gang. At the present time 
they are being held in the county jail at Madison, Wisconsin and will be 
prosecuted on charges of obstructing justice and harboring a fugitive. 

It has been definitely established that John Dillinger, John Hamilton, 

Homer Van Meter, Tommy Carroll, Lester Gillis and Pat Reilly were the gang 
who had been at the resort. However, it is not known whether they were all 
there at the time the shooting occurred. It is believed that Pat Reilly 
and Patricia Cherrington had left the resort prior to the shooting and 
were expected to re tuna that night. 

' There were recovered at Little Bohemia two pistols left by 

the Dillinger gang which have been identified as being those stolen from 
the Police Department at Warsaw, Indiana on April 13 j 1934j also 
additional firearms which were traced through the factory to H. S. 

Lehman, San Antonio, Texas, who is an unlicensed gun dealer. He was 
taken in to custody and has admitted supplying this gang with several 
machine guns, rifles and revolvers. There was found in his place of 
business a United States Government pistol, as a result of which a 
complaint was filed against him charging him with possession of stolen 
Government property. 


A Coroner* s inquest was held on April 28, 1934 at Mercer, 

Wisconsin, at which time it was found that Special Agent Baum met his 
death as a result of gun shot wounds inflicted by Lester Gillis, alia s 
George "Baby Face" Nelson and that Eugene Boisoneau came to his death 
accidentally as a result of gun shot wounds inflicted by Federal officers 
in the act of apprehending the D illing er gang. 

Indictments charging conspiracy to harbor John Dillinger, a 
fugitive from justice, were returned by a Federal Grand Jury at St. Paul, 
Minnesota on April 30, 1934 against Bessie Skinner, alias Bessie Green, 

Eveyln Frechette, Dr. Clayton E. May, Mrs. A. Salt, Homer Van Meter, John 
Hamilton and Pat Reilly. The first four named are in custody at St. Paul, 
Minnesota and the Division is vigorously pursuing investigation to cause 
the apprehension of the latter three in connection with its efforts to 
locate John Dillinger. Identification Orders have been issued by the 
Division and furnished to all law enforcement agencies in the United States. 

It is to be noted here that after the arrest of Bessie S kinne r 
at St. Paul, Minnesota on April 3, 1934, three attorneys at St. Paul 
filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus for her release, without 
her request. When she was brought before the Court for a hearing on the 
petition, she stated in Court that she was not acquainted with the attorneys 
and did not want them to represent her. 

Following the death of Edward Green, one Thompson, a representative 
of the St. Paul Dispatch newspaper, instigated a Coroner’s inquest int o 
the death of Green although such an inquest into the shooting of a gangster 
by law enforcement officials had prior thereto been unheard of in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. 


It should also be noted that on April 14, 1934, after D illi nger 
had been positively identified by a doctor at Louisville, Kentucky as an 
individual who had made an appointment with him for that date to have a 
bullet wound treated, arrangements were made in the doctor's office whereby 
Dillinger could be taken into custody when he appeared. This information 
was received through a local officer at Louisville, Kentucky who apparently 
later gave the information to press representatives with the result th at 
the story was published in the Louisville papers the day which D illin ger 
was expected to put in his appearance, thereby ruining any possibility of 
causing his apprehension at that time. 

Confidential information had also been received that Dillinger 
was hiding out at Elkhart, Thdiaha, as a result of which Special Agents 
immediately proceeded to South Bend, Indiana, which is about fifteen 
miles from Elkhart, where plans were made to definitely establish his 
location and effect his apprehension. 


■While these plans were being perfected, a newspaper 
article was published at South Bend, Indiana to the effect that 
Di llin ger had been seen in South Bend by a druggist. This, of course, 
put Dillinger on notice and ruined any possibility of causing his 
apprehension at that time and place. 

Every effort is being exerted by the Division to effect 
Dillinger* s apprehension. Groups of particularly well q ualif ied 
Special Agents have been assigned to this case exclusively a nd are 
concentrating in the States of Indiana, Ohio, Minnesota, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Michigan, where Dillinger’ s activities have been 
mostly confined, though it has been established that he has strong 
•underworld contacts in most of the States of the Union. 
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April 16, 1934, 

MEMORANDUM FOE Tag DIRECTOR. 


A report has been submitted by Special Agent D. L. Nichol- 
son of the Saint Paul Office covering the investigation made to de- 
termine the identities of the persons, residing at the Lincoln Court 
Apartments 9 93-95 Lexington Avenue, Saint Paul, Minnesota, from whitih 
John Billinger fled, after shooting at division agents with a machine 
gun,, in which therm arm incorporated memoranda submitted by Special 
Agents Si 1. Nalls and S. 0, Coitltsr concerning their activities 
with respect thereto. 

On March 30, 1934 j firs. Coffey, the manager of the Lincoln 
Court- Apartments, reported 'to Special Agent in Charge Hanoi that she 
had- rented an apartments to Mrs. Carl T* ffellman on March 19, 1934, 
who stated that the apartment was dssired for herself and her husband 
ana paid sixty dollars cash in advance. Mrs. Coffey discovered that 
tr/o women and three men, whose actions appeared mysterious, r^ve oc- 
cupying the apartment. 

Sr- Hanni submitted this data by memorandum to Inspector 
Rorpr suggesting that photographs of the suspects in the Bremer case 
be shown Mrs* Coffer and her husband. Inspector Rarer assigned 
Agents Sails and Coulter to this matter, who exhibited to Mrs. Coffey 
and the caretaker of the apartment building photographs of the Barker- 
Karpls gang and other suspects in the Bremer kidnaping case, but 
neither was able to. identify them as being a likeness of any of the 
tenants, • (The report does not reflect that photographs of billinger 
were exhibited, although the Saint Paul Iff ice had previously re- 
ceived information that Dillinger had contacts ia Saint Paul and 
might appear in that city.) 

Mrs. Coffey based her suspicions of these tenants on the 
fact that they remained indoors, used tbs rear entrance, lowered 
their shades just after dusk each evening and keot t, .e*a lowered 
until about 10*30 each morning and the occupants had re- fused to 





allow the caretaker to enter the apartment on. one occasion to 
replace a bathroom fixture, the caretaker being informed that 
Mr* Heilman, would do the work himself. 

Mrs. Coffey' pointed out a new Hudson Sedan which these 
tenants were driving, thich carried. 1$34 Minnesota license plates 
B-420-930. Agents Nalls and Coulter ascertained that this license 
pas issued. March 29, 1934 to Carl T* Heilman, R. F. D, f North 
Saint Paul - t Minnesota, and that the car was purchased new on the 
same date* It vns ascertained that Carl T. Heilman Was unsown 
to the postmaster at North Saint Paul, Minnesota and that the 
records Of his office failed to disclose, that such a person wag 
receiving mail on R. Ft D„ #1, The rural carrier covering this 
route could not recall such a person receiving mail. 

The apartment was kept under surveillance ty Agents 
Nalls and Coulter on the night of March. 3Q, 1934 and, according 
to the report, failed to observe any unusual circumstances or 
happenings. The shades were observed to be lowered within about 
three inches of the bottom. However, the shades in other apart- 
ments were likewise lowered, which appeared necessary if ary 
degree of privacy was desired. 

On March 31, 1934 Shortly after nine o'clock. Inspector 
Rorer requested these agents to make further investigation “for 
the purpose of clearing up the car matter so as to gain admittance 
to look over the occupants”. Agent Nalls states in his memorandum 
that neither he nor Agent Coulter had the least reason to suspect 
that the occupants were in any Way connected with the Barker-Sarpis 
gang or the Dillinger mob: that although the license had been 
issued to Heilman at a North Saint Paul address and the caretaker • 
had been refused admittance to make a slight repair, these things 
were not so unusual, since Heilman might well have had a house 
located on R. F. D., #1, possibly a summer cottage, without knowledge 
of the postmaster or rural carrier since he might have been a new 
arrival and had not as yet become known to these two persons. 

Also, it may have been that the woman had some legitimate excuse 
for not permitting the caretaker to enter at the particular time. 

Ooon. leaving the office, Agent Coulter suggested th<rfc 
Agent Halls immediately proceed to the apartment and keep it under 
surveillance while Agent Coulter -vroceed ed to police headquarters 



to get officers. According to Agent Nalls, he arrived ‘ nr re, 
circled the block around the apartse-nt with >ut observing tne 
Hudson Sedan. He then parked his car on Lincoln Ave-ue aboun 
twenty -five yards in back of the apartment building, n* ieh 
afforded a view of the back entrance. Ab>ut two minutes 
later two svomen turned the corner, Iking from Lexington Avenue 
on to. Lincoln Avenue and at the same time a Ford Sedan turned 
off of Lexington .Avenue on to Line >in Avenue, • roceeding wi the 
wrong side 'f the street. The rosen stepped ’oto the car w’‘->.cn 
continued west -• n. Lincoln Avenue. It a*. geared to Agent Nalls 
that the woven may have come from the apartment through the I 
front entrance. The car was bearing 1934 Minnesota licence 
B_4i9_975. Agent Nalls was able to furnish some dercri-'tion 
of the two women and the driver of .the car and, alth ough he was 
never very clos-?- to them, fee believes that he may be able to 
recognize them. 

Following this occurrence, Agent Nails moved pis car 
to Lexington Avenue where he could observe the l rout and side 
entrance, leading to th$ rear of the building. At about 10:10 A. 
he observed Agent Coulter and Officer Cu-itmin^e drive up in front 
of the apartment building and enter. Agent Nalls then circled 
the block to ascertain whether any suspicious cars ?.'~-re around 
and returned to his car. 

At approximately 10:20 A. ». h* obs '.w'-d i green - col ore g 
F ord V-3 Coupe coming west on. Liiccln Avenue •' icr. stopped directly 
opposite a caved walk which leads to the rear entrance of the apart- 
ment buUding. The driver miked hurriedly and entered the asarfc- 
taent. Agent Nalls being unable to obtain 3 epod description \T him. 

At approximately 10*30 A. Si. Agent Halls observed _Ag*»t 
Coulter "cutting across the front lot of the apart rent buildxng, 
moving hastily in. a northeasterly direction toward the intersection 
of Lexington and Lincoln Avenues. He was exchanging revolver shots 
with someone and in a moment I caught a glance of a ran I recognized 
as being the person I hod just previously seen leaving the green 



ran towards Coulter pointing out to him the Ford Coupe on Lincoln 
Avenue and yelled to him that the man who whs shooting at ’^im 
came in the car and Coulter, who was then in direct line of the car. 


m 
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aimed a shot reach took effect in the left rear tire and disabled 
the car for getaway purposes. AH the while X could hear- reports 
of machine gun fire, but could not place just where it was coming 
from. Seeing that Coulter was uninjured and had the ear covered 
and sensing the need of surrounding the neighborhood with police 
squad cars, I ran to the drug store at the corner of Grand and 
Lexington, nearby, and telephoned the police to immediately -send 
all available squad cars to Lexington and Lincoln- I also tried 
to reach the Saint Paul Office for assistance but both lines were 
busy. I immediately returned to the car which Coulter guarded 
during my absence and .kept watch over the car until it was towed 
to the police garage for a cheek on latent prints." 

According to the memorandum submitted by Agent Coulter, 
Inspector Borer instructed him on the morning of March 31, 1934 to 
have Agent Kails watch the apartment house and he , Coulter , to 
contact Chief of Police Thomas Cahill, confidentially explain the 
circumstances, ask for officers, and interview the occupants of 
the apartment. It was agreed between Agents Coulter, and Kails that 
Kails was. t> immediately proceed to the motor sales 'company, which 
sold the Hudson Sedan to Heilman and interview the salesman there 
when Agent Coulter and. the officers arrived at the apartment. 

The f ull facts were given to Chief Cahill and his as- 
sistance solicited. Chief Cahill replied, "I sill see who I have 
here. I have found that. I can not- trust all ay men." Chief Cahill 
then located Detective Henry Cummings, who proceeded with Agent 
Coulter to the apartment where they knocked on the door. After 
approximately one minute a woman opened the door about two inches 
and put her face at the opening so she could see outside witn one 
eye. Detective Cummings informed her that he desired to talk to 
Carl Eellman, whereupon the woman replied , "He has just left and 
won*t be back until this afternoon. Come back then..." Upon being 
asked, she advised she was Mrs- Heilman, whereupon Detective Cum- 
mings stated, "We Trill talk to you. " She replied, "I am mt 
dressed. Come back this afternoon." Agent Coulter then stated, 

"We will wait until you dress. I see no reason for our waiting 
until this afternoon to. talk with you." The woman stated that 
she would .dress, whereupon, she closed the door and was hearo. to 
look it with a night latch. 

After waiting about three minutes. Agent Coulter became 
apprehensive and called Inspector Rarer from the superintendent* s 
office in the apartment- He then divided his time between the 
front door and the third floor stairs landing to make sure that 
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no one escaped by the windows. Approximately nine minutes after 
returning to the third floor, a man came up the hack stairs, 
passed Detective Cummings and proceeded to the front steps landing 
where he stopped and asked Agent Coulter whether his name was John- 
son. After receiving a negative reply he proceeded to the midlanding 
of the stairs on the third floor. Agent Coulter then asked him what 
his name was and he replied that he was a soap salesman. When asked 
where his samples were, he stated, "Down in W car. 0 He was. then 
asked whether he had anything to identify himself and he stated*. 

hut I have down in my ear.” This man proceeded down the 
stairs and about fifteen or twenty seconds later Agent Coulter 
followed with the intention .of ascertaining whether he was telling 
the truth. 

After reaching the ground floor. Agent Coulter proceeded 
to the front door and op reaching the lobby, which is approximately 
six feet square,, he looked into the stairs leading to the basement 
and saw the individual with whom he had talked on the third floor 
•with a dark automatic pistol. The stranger stated* "You see, — s 
you want this, Here 1 it is *" at the same time taking aim on Coulter. 
Agent Coulter, pot having his pistol in his- hand., jumped backward 
through the door which was approximately two. feet from where he was 
standing. The man followed Coulter closely and on reaching the 
comer of the building, which was approximately twenty feet away. 
Coulter glanced over his shoulder and observed that the man was 
close on to him. Approximately twenty feet past the corner Coulter 
hhd succeeded in getting his pistol out and he stopped, turned* and 
fired on the man. 


Prior to this time, according to Goulter, he heard some 
shooting and had seen the snow fly up around him. He was later 
informed, by Mrs. Coffey that the man on the third floor had .been, 
firing at him Kith a machine gun.. 

When Agent’ Coulter started shooting at the man chasing 
him, this man jumped back to the corner and disappeared in the 
•building. At this time Agent Coulter observed Agent Nalls across 
the street, proceeded towards Hall© and instructed him to call 
the police immediately. 'Nalls then, pointed out the Ford Coupe 
in which this man who had been shooting at Coulter arrived and 
Coulter fired several shots, puncturing one of the tires, disabling 
the car.. 





Agent Coulter states that he has ho personal knowledge , 
of what else took place and that all of the. shooting occurred in 
approximately thirty seconds. 

Upon receiving the call from Agent Sails, Inspector 
Borer attempted to communicate with Chief of Police Bahill and 
being unable to reach him, immediately dispatched two agents ‘ 
to the police station to obtain the aid of additional officers. 
Inspector Borer 'and the remaining agents at the office proceeded 
to the Lincoln Court Apartments immediately. 

It appears from the report that the whole affair took 
place so quickly that Agent Halls did not have an opportunity 
td assist Coulter, that is, after the shooting started* It also 
appears that Agent Coulter was on the outside when the shooting 
started and that immediately thereafter he instructed Agent Halls 
to proceed to the nearest phone to call the police. 

The report does not clearly set forth the activities 
of Agents Coulter and Halls subsequent to the shooting and ^ 
pending the arrival of the police. 

Beapectf ully , 
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JP* °? w8 « of i*» investigation at St, Paul, 

to bSlot^oS^ BmlnSSr e " a 0th ° r BOnbwfl of hi » ** 

j 1 

^ „ A c)5se.ck op on £r, Sfartensoa disclosed that" h« i* «* « 

of the American Legion} President of the American 
at i°«,°' f Minii « aota l President of the State 
- i of Minnoaotai and City Health . Commissioner 

fL +L /^*^ 3 f ?e80ta| that ne was a candidate 

f ° f C ° Un1y Coroaer aba nt four years ego sad ii 
agSitt enaouac * 1118 c&ndidacy for Coroner in the next 

■* **>■'",' n * 

' sss sSF 

?S?S % zttzirzLXi 

S? *° hi f ri idmce at 22 52 Fail-mount Avenue, • 

Ss SJ# »lnne«ota r accompanied by three or four unknown Dorsona ' 

ofifS r T° S i e ?,? r * Sorteacen to give medical tSaSit S So 

of the men, wb^.fceilly ©tated, had been shot in a run S^Li n ' 
inneapolid| l£inn$30ta* Dr# Mortoasea exasiined the t^o men anti 

treatment and suggested that they come to his office th^XlwL 
day for farther treatment, which they did not do, U °* iag 

: of ni?r«? 0rtett, f l , h 5® n0W Positively identified bhotogr&ohe ’ 
»l 4 JOh i. D i llinser Hamilton as. being the me a trhera he trsa+^H 

2sLf2f2-2 *°T V “ aetQr “? «o. of to. other p«2T 

recld^.^ “ l,chlns f“ hhf® hla coat ahtle it to. doctor's ' 

this connection, the First National Bank at Maunn 
$ity» Iowa, «a 8 robbed on March 13, 1934, during which *w *w 
Mr. exoh^ea „lth th. beak robbers, ,oL of t!« ItotifW 
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• by witnesses from their photographs as -being members of the 
Billinger- mob, 

prl Hortenson advised the Agents that he did not 
nize or identify these men oft the night that Jh^ 
hoae but that he later became convinced that ©mil 

included among them in view of Dillinger* » jf PaHl 

sub sequent to that night, Dr* ^o^tenseadid not ^ 

treatment of these gangsters to the Police at St. P«£* S*nesota 
although he admitted that, he was aware of a atate law in Minnesota 

requiring such treatment to be reported#. 

fat Beil3y» whom Dr* Mortenaea admits having fcaow» for 
•, hH aast two years* is a first lieutenant' end bodyguard of Harry 
Sawyer, a wellfkaewa racketeer in that section, and whoia_Br, or ena 
aSts being a^uainted with for the past four years, $he wner**- 
flhouta of Pat Reilly and Harry Sawyer are unknown at the present time* 

*** f»U0»te|tha 

Jota DUlMgw **« the tocota Co^t Ap^^t. t 8V tal, 

on the morning of March 3X» 1934* by Shooting at a Division agent 
police officer with a machine gun* . 

on gey 2d, 1933* members of the! Bw?ker*£arpU gang* ttoo are 
now being sought for the kidnaping of Edward fif Bremer at St* Paul, 

, ».*«««» iw . . 103 A* r en ted the premises at 204 Vernon 

Aveauei St* Paul* llinnesottti from lames p# Molar ea* the owner, gji»f 
A ® ♦L SaSTof Br! Hi CU Merteaastt a# a reference* After 
these gangsters had vacated these premises, and hj*«re -thei? j^esepc* 

SKaamr^«?jaa*s«a«s45 » 

and Wto •«*«» »» WMU, 

s %r rr, ssw asssassuawwr 

«s- r^^rae^fss?rt=a- 

offite^h^Sd any of them appear in his offie* in the future* 


April 20 , 1934 


IfSsOBiSM FOE 'SHS ATTORBET -GM5S&L 


1 desire to acquaint yon with & situation which Ms 
arisen at St* Paul, Minnesota, concerning the shooting of Edward 
Green, with aXl&SQS* Ton will recall -that Green wat shot, end , 
later died, by Division Agents at St, Ps.nl oa April 3, 1934, ‘when 
be endeavored to secure possession at & machine pn &$& other fire-? 
sms and SJORmiition which had been recovered by Division Agents 
froa an, spartsont nbsre Green hsd been living, This wee •the out- 
growth of the incident which occurred on March 31, 1934, when John 
Billing er shot his way out of an, apartment at St, Paul, Minnesota, 
pith a machine gun. 

A few days ago, representatives of two local newspapers 
in St. Paul, Minnesota telephoned Mr*, Hanoi, the Special Agent in 
Charge- of the St* Paul Si vision Office, m& inquired concerning & 
proposed Coroner* s inquest into Green* s death* Mr. Hecsni having no 
information concerning .such an inquest, jso .advised the ■newspaper 
representia tivea » The following day. Assistant County Attorney Lynch, 
St* Paul, Minnesota, and United St&tes Attorney -Sullivan * appeared 
fet the St, Paul Slvisiou Office, mt which time,- Mr, Lynch adviee&‘ Sr* 
liaftai- that -Mr. fbompsoa, of ik©. Si;* Paxil Dispatch newspaper Wd *quea-r. 
tioapd him. as to tho Coroner*®. iaquset concerning the death of Green 
end the part that lie. was- to. Aafce in such inquest. According to. Mr* 
Lynch, he informed. Thompses,. who, -he understood, was. hh© instigator' 
•of the proposed inquest# that If he did .anything about the natter he 
would staff with an investigation of the shooting whspeda Billinger 
escaped for the purpose of initiating prosecution against those who 
had sitaapted to. murder the officers* 

Following this conference, Deputy for oner liefeeal Lsr.n-ard, 
appeared a>t the St. Paul Division Office end Inquired for Mr* Pathan 
or Mr* Clegg, who were not in, indicating: to Mr* Bsnni at the time 
that he dosirsd. to obtain the naaios of -those, who would ho proper 
witnesses at a Coroner’s inquest,, which inquest pas merely for the 
purpose of keeping the records straight* 

On April 14, 1934, Deputy Coroner Leoaard appeared fefc the 
St. Paul Division Office, and later accompanied Mr* E&kfasn to United 


Attorney General. 
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States Attorney Sullitan* s Office where, at a joint conference, it 
wen agreed, that if it were necessary to hold the invest, Ur, Henni 
would attend and afford sucli information as might throw light upon 
the manner in which Green cade to his death* 

Da April 16, 1934, Mr* Thompson, of the St, Paul Dispatch, 
appeared at the SU Paul Division Office and indicated to Mr. He than 
that he had pernonelly initiated th® inquest, stating thst he wes 
plotting the K heat I! to the proper local officials only in. order that 
the citisesas of St* Paul might he protected. 

United States Attorney Sullivan mss advised th*t to the 
bast of his recollection this is the first time en inquest has been 
conducted into the shooting of a gangster by the law enforcement 
officials. Mr, Charles Tierney, Chief of Detectives of the St, Paul 
Police Department, who has been connected with the police Department 
for fourteen years, has also advised that he has never neard of an 
inquest relative to the killing of a gangster in St. Paul by th© 
police* 


I have been advised by representatives of t.hc? St. Paul Divi- 
sion. Office that this -proposed inquest has been Ini tic tad by Mr* 
Thompson, of the St. Paul' Dispatch, apparently for the purpose of 
obtaining a newspaper story and photographs of Bessie Skinner, with 
aliases, who vsa& accompanying Green then he was shot. The Division, 
has refrained fro® furnishing the press with information con corning 
this woman, at her request, and further for the reason that she is 
furnishing valuable information concerning Dillinger and his gang, 
and the activities of other notorious criminals. 

The date for the proposed Coroner 1 s inquest has been set 

for May 2, 1934* 

Respectfully, 


Director. 
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MEMORANDUM 


In Mr. Hoover* s conversation with Mr. Cle~g,Mr. Clegg advised that ■ 
they had another doctor out there who was City Health Commissioner of the 
city of St. Paul, and also President of the State Board of Health, his 
name being N. G. Mortensen* That on two days after the bank robbery at . 
Mason. City, Iowa, and probably only one day after that, two automobiles 
drove, up in front of this doctors house shortly after midnight, the 
doctor and his wife both having already retired. The doctor answered 
the door bell summons and admitted an individual known as Pat Riley, who 
is the matt ’Friday 1 and jack at all trades of probably the biggest racketeer 
in that section known as Harry Sawyer* Pat Riley brought in with him three 
or perhaps four other men, two of them had been shot iri the shoulder the 
bullets having been fired from a point of elevation striking the shoulders 
•and tending downward, neither of them puncturing, the lungs or any of the 
vital organa. 

Dr. Mortensen was requested to treat these men by Pat Riley. He. 
claimed that he did not have his equipement there with him. He now 
says that he thinks that he went up stairs and got some gauze and treated 
them with iodine arid put some plaster over the wounds in a veiy super- 
ficial manner, and told the men to come back to his office the next day* 


The Doctor has identified in addition to Pat Riley whom he has 
known for a number of years John- Dillinger as one of those men whom he; 
-treated. - He- identified- therarby- photographs' and ‘sweats de'fiiii'tely' that“ ~ 
he did not know who they were at the time, and he states that Dillinger 
almost fainted and that they had to go to the kitchen and get him a 
glass of water. He identified the second who was wounded, and wounded 
in exactly almost the same way, the wounds as far as location is con- 
cerned not being more than one inch apart in their respective portions 
* of their anatomy, as John Hamilton. The. third party who was present 
in addition to Riley was Homer Van Meter. The Doctor ssys that it is 
entirety possible that there was still another man present, but he only 
knew Pat Riley identifying the others by their photographs, 

Mr. Clegg stated that thbs doctor did not report this matter at 
all. And further that in conferring with the U S Attorney he was 
advised, that the 0 S Attorney^ thought that there was a state lav/ ' i 
requiring such treatment to be reported, but that he also fears that / 
there is a State Supreme Court decision holding that the privilege I 
^between a patient and his physician if greater tha4 the requirement j 
pth'at. they" obey that State law. The 0 S Attorney is not sure about / 
/"it, .'but during the course of the night he will look it up. 

; i* ** ' ~ * 
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Mr. Clegg advised that the 0 S Attorney had given his consent 
that they give this doctor a real grilling* That they found about it 
all through Bessie Green. That the doctor gave as a reason for not 
reporting the treatment he rendered^ his .aortal fear for his life 
inspired by the fact that when one of the men left a machine gun was 
obvious under .his coat. 

Mr. Hoover advised Mr. Clegg to work on the doctor vigorously 
in order to get some admissions from him, and authorized him that in 
any event- whether we had a case against the doctor or not to give pub- 
licity to It| : aS soon as the time came for it. 

Hr. Clegg advised that the doctor was also a prominent official 
in the American Legion there. That they would probably have to release 
him about 3 or 4 o» clock in the morning, as the 0 S Attorney had stated 
that they had no case against him but that if he did make some admis- 
sions to through him in .jail in that event, 

Mr. Hoover advised that no publicity would be given out here, 
and Mr, Clegg stated that they would give out nothing until they confer- 
red with Mr. Hoover. 
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May IS, 1934. 


During the course of its Investigation to cause the 
arrest of John Dilliager, the Divleioft of Investigation. has 
effeetsd the apprehension of the following; persons? 

Edward Green 

Bessie' Skinner alios Bessie ' Greeti 

Dr. Clayton S‘. Hey 

Augusta Belt 

Evelyn Frechette 

Mrs. Isaac Steve 

Marie Marion Cosfortl alias Mrs* Beispr Van Meter 
Mrs# Edward A*, Crompton alias Mrs# Tessay- Carroll 
Mrs# Helen Gillie 
H. S. Labaan 

Trebilseh Lincoln alias Abbot Chso JCuixg 
Vernon faylor 

Homy Hopkins > 

Thelsa Mitchell 

Edward Green, a. notorious bank robber with a lengthy 
criminal record, was shot end kill-sd by Division Agents on April 
3, 1934, at St. Paul, Minnesota, when he sittoapted. to cheap© after- 
obtaining baggage from the residence of & negro 'mmm at St. Paul, 
Minnesota who had previously obtained It from an &pfertsa£nt whore 
Green had been living* Green admitted, prior to his death, harbor- 
ing John Dillinger at St. Paul and participating * in the robberies 
of the Security National Bank at Sioux Falls, South Dakota fend the 
First National Beak at Mason City, lows on March -b and H&reh 13, 
1934, respectively, with Hilling©?, John Haisiltos, Homer Van Meter, 
Tamisy Carroll and Hester H* Gillis, alias George “Baby Face* Belson* 
Bessie Skinner &*&e accompanying Green at the time he was shot and 
aha has been indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at St. Paul, 

Minnesota on charges of conspiracy to harbor tbs fugitive John 
Dillinger. 

Dr. Clayton S. May and Mrs* Augusts Salt, a practical 
nurse - employed by Dr. May, nr© now in custody and have been indicted 
on chargee of conspiracy to hax’fear the fugitive John Dillinger. It 
has bean established that Dr* May and Mr©. Salt treated John 
Dillinger for bullet wounds and harbored hits in lire, belt* 5 



eft 2 - 


apartment at St. Paul, Minnesota, following dXlingar*a escape from 
an apartaseni at St* rcul on iterch 31* 1934 1 ®-t fthlch iis* ha subjected 
a Special, Agent and a police officer to machine gun fire, 

Evelyn Frechette arrested at Chicago, Illinois on 
April 9, 1934 by- Special Agents of the Division of Investigation, 

It haa bam established that she was residing to the apartment with 
John Dilltoger <&% SU Paul, Minnesota and assisted him to his escape 
on March 31st, after which aha accompanied him to the apartment of 
Mrs, Augusta Salt, Evelyn. FrechQtt-e e.ocospanying Billinger yben 
Ue was arrested &t Tucson, Arizona on January £5, 1934, after tfhich 
Dilltogor was removed to the Crovrn Point, Indians jail, from which 
ha sjadc his escape os &$roh 3, 1934* Evelyn Frechette has barn 
indicted at St, Paul, £itmea©i& on charges o£ conspiracy to harbor 
the fugitive Joim DUitogcr, and she will be brought to trial oa 
May 15, X934-. 

A Federal complaint w&a filed against lira. Isaac Steve ' 
of Seuli Ssinio Marie, Jllohigan on April 21, 193 A* charging her 
with harboring a fu^Itivs from justice, after it sad, tecs established 
that sho had harbored John fitlXittyer la her hoafe on April 17, 1934* 
iSllltoger appeared at f&r 1 ®* Stove*© hon« on ’thin occasion with John 
Kfesiltoa, 5?ho 1st ix brother of fere, fetove, end Patricia Uliorrington, 
John Bamiltoa a scaped f?* the ‘ Indians* Stats Frisoa, MioUigan City, 
Indiana ©a September 26, 1933, where he was serving a sentence of 
25 year© for &ut© banditry cad bank robbery. 

Mari© «arion Cossforti, i&r&. Edrmtd A. Ovompioti «nu 
Mrs. Cifilxa vore arrested at Lit lie Bohesiia Tavern, Spider 

Lake, wisconsto , on April 1.3, 1934, where to&y hue toon hiding with 
John idlila^cx* and oiler ssaborcs of hiss gang, vho to has ©sen 
fiAofertai.h©cv wore John Hamilton, Hussar tor, Tossy Jerroto, 

LfeAtor Gillie alias George Face 1 ’ kelson, tutus Eat *u?iily, 

Mrs. Cotvforii end Xts. Grotapton &ore living silh Hoss*r V tt u •^etor 
and Toftg&y Carroll &» their drives. Mrs. Lillis is too wife of 
Los tor Gillie, who shot fend killed a Special Agent ox' ti © Division 
and seriously mounded & local officer durin.^ the raid on tbs Little 
Bohemia Pedeial complain to h&v» filed ^gatost Ur©. 

Crompton, Marie Gomi’orti &nfi ^ru* Gilllfe, the& totb 

conspiring to barber too fugitive John ja. 11 togt>r. 
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Thera were, recovered at the Little Bohemia Tavern, 
after #illinger and his gang had escaped , two machine gum?, several 
rifles and pietols, and part of these firearms wore later traced 
through the factory to II. 5. Labsats, San Antonio, Tessas, an un- 
licensed gun. de&Iar there . U© was taken. Into custody and there 
wore found in his business establishment sores than 200 firearms 
of all descriptions, included among which was a United States . 
Government pistol, as a result of raid a complaint was fil©& 
egaioet hie, charging his with possession of stolen Qo.vern««&t 
property . Lehman has- admit tad supplying the Oilli pgor gang with 
several machine guns, rifles and revolvers. 


On ti&}' 3, 1934 JUiforwatiOB was received by the Division 
that John Billiagor waus on board the «9. £. ‘'Buchcco of York”, a 
ship belonging to the Canadies pacific Line, which tas bound for 
Glasgow, Scotland. Jte&xx&smmbs wsns jsado through the Department 
of Hat© with the officials of Scotland to ht'.vo this boat ae&rchcd 


upon Its arrival th&re. B.o trfeeo of fdlling&r was founds However, 
one Trobilcch Lincoln, traveling under the n&ss® of Abbot C&so £mg, 
was found thereon and apprehended by the officials of Scotland Yerd» 
Lincoln, who was a spy dv.vlng the World ^er, he 5 caused the British 
.-ovomsasut etael&er&bie trouble by his setivifieg in fomenting; & 
rebellion s#>o&g the British colonies in India end various other 
activities of m rebellious nstdr© egaiiMrt the British government, 

Vcmon Taylor, Henry Hopkins end Tholsss Mitchell were 
error-tec! by Division Agents, State and local officiAls, at *Hctaoi&d, 
Indiana, on «ny 11, 19K, -eftw Its formation had b&ta recei ved t5*ai 


they bed been Identified ns being? members of the Diliittgar giing, 

At the time of ihoir arrant they hsd in ihnir yoasoseion one lug«.r 
automatic fitted with & ,33 shot rirua for us© as a ms. chine gtm r 
& Winchester e&wed off automatic shot fjua n ad a. 1.903 Syriagfield 
rifle and fritauniiloEU Taylor bad in his- posonceion. ftOO, the 
source of which he refused to raved, and it le boiinvod that this 
money was obtained, in a bank robbery. They have boon identified 
from thsir photographs me taking part . i» th© robbery of fe bank at 
South ^icanRj, Ohio, at vhieh tine the President of the bank was 
killed, end they will ho removed, to that point, for prosecution by 
the Hat© authorities on the murder charge, Tbsy 1 are clad wanted 
by the Sheriff at Marysville, Ohio for the recent robbery of a bank 


at that place. 
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5be Division of Invest, i-*. at 1 n has a IfO i-st» biifc-.ed l: at 
Dr. H. a. Mortonsen treated DiUlnger and at nor e*iaber» of n is ,ar.g 
for bullet sounds at St. Paul, Minnesota on March 14, 1*5 34. hr. 
Mortoasen is an cx-Poet Coaaandar of the American *.egior,, free Id oat 
of Hie American Legion Hospital of ‘Minnesota, President, of the Plate 
Board of Hs&lth of the State of firm* sot/:, end City Heal Hi CossKir-rion^r 
of the City of St. Paul, Minnesota. Be was a candidate for the poet 
of County Coroner about four yea re ago and *as plftnuint, to '>pain, 
anaeunca his candidacy for Coroner within Vne next few weeks. 

Although Or* tlortenser* has not been arrected, he .has been vuystioned 
concerning this oatter mid sdmiHed trebling Dillingsr and his 
associate, J ohn Hamilton, on L'&rcb 14, 1934, the day folio-tying 
the robbery of the first national bank at la eon City, I ova., "or gun 
shot murids. Dill Lager and tftrailton ver» introduced to hr, "art*- risen 
by one Pat He illy , a trail tnom gangster of the twin cities, who 
has been known to Dr. Mortens on for the past two years. Dr. 

Morten a on has identified the photograph of Horcor Van 4otttr as 
on# of those being present at the tire ho treated Dill In or and 
Hamilton and who sas observed to have » machine gun under hi© cost. 

Dr. Morten sen insists that ha did, not recognise or identify t.fc<ic» 
men at the time he treated the#, although h* la tar becsn? eonvine m 
that John Dilllngor was onong them, in view cf DiLUnger’a activities 
at St, Paul thereafter, The fact remains- that Dr. 3orteru?on did not 
report the treatment of thoEs gangstorn either to 'the ft. Paul 
Division Office or the ft. Paul police Department. 
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June 20, 1934. 


X SUSPENDED ANQ^PROBATT ONARY SENTENCES^ 
IN RECENT DIVISION CASES. 


MRS. EDWARD A. CROMPTON, with aliases, 

MRS. LESTER M. GILLIS, alias Mrs* 

'•Baby Pace” Nelson, and other aliases. 

MARIE MARION CONFORTI, with aliases. 

HARBORING FUGITIVES (-JOHN DILLINGER AND MEMBERS 
OF HIS GANG AND CONSPIRACY TO HARBOR TOMMY CARROLL) 


During the late night of April 22nd and the early morning 
of April 23, 1934, Special Agents of the Division of Investigation 
attempted to effect the capture of John Dillinger, a notorious 
criminal, and several members of his gang who were known to he at 
the Little Bohemia Inn near Manitowish, Wisconsin. 


» John Dillinger and the male members of his gang succeeded 
in escaping from the back of the Inn before it could be surrounded. 
It was upon this occasion that Special Agent W. Carter Baum was 
murdered by an individual afterwards identified as Lester M, Gillis, 
alias ’’Baby Face” Nelson, a member of the Dillinger gang, after 
Gillis* escape from the Inn. Constable Carl C. Christensen and 
Special Agent J. C. Newman were wounded by Gillis upon this same 
occasion. 


Mrs. Edward A. Crompton, paramour of Tommy Carroll, a 
member of the Dillinger gang; Mrs. Lester M. Gillis, wife of Lester 
M. Gillis, alias "Baby Face” Nelson, and Marie Marion Conforti, 
reputed to be an intimate of Homer Van Meter, a third member of the 
Dillinger gang, were taken into custody at the Little Bohemia Inn 
after Dillinger and the male members of his gang had made their 
escape. 


All three of these women were tried in Federal Court 
at Madison., Wisconsin, on May 25, 1934, and entered pleas of 
guilty to charges of harboring fugitives (John Dillinger and 
the members of his gang) and on charges of conspiracy to harbor 
Tommy Carroll. Each of the women was sentenced to serve eighteen 
months in a Federal institution^ The sentence of each of these 
women was suspended and each one was placed on probation. 


Less than two weeks after Mrs. Edward A. Crompton was 
placed on probation Tommy Carroll was shot to death by local 
officers of the Waterloo, Iowa, Police Department on June 7, 

1934, as he attempted to escape after having been arrested by 
them. Mrs. Edward A. Crompton was arrested by the local 
authorities at Waterloo, Iowa upon this same occasion, returned 
to Madison, Wisconsin, her probation revoked, and on June 11, 1934, 
she was sentenced to one year and one day in the United States 
Beformatory at Alderson, West Virginia, where she is at present 
incarcerated. 

Less than three weeks after Mrs. Lester M. Gillis was 
placed on probation a warrant was issued, by the Federal Judge 
who sentenced her, for her arrest on charges of having failed to 
report to probation officers. 

Investigation by Special Agents of the Division 
established that within less than three weeks after Marie Marion 
Conforti was placed on probation she contacted a certain member 
of the Dillinger gang in whose company she had been at Little 
Bohemia Inn and for the harboring of whom she had been sentenced 
and placed on probation. 

It will be observed from the above facts that two of the 
women originally placed on probation within two weeks and three 
weeks, respectively, of their receiving probation had violated 
the terms of their probation, while the third woman given probation 
on the same occasion is known to have contacted one of the Dillinger 
gang. 


ALBERT GOLDSTEIN 
Extortion 


On August 9, 1933, Mr. Herman Schwartz, who operates the 
General Feed Company at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, received the 
following letter through the United States Mails: 

"This is no idle threat your baby is 
marked for kidnaping Please follow 
instructions carefully and dont show this 
to police or we will kill kid when we 
take the baby on August 10th Place in 
personal column of the Philadelphia 
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Inquirer the following words To J.P. 
Everything alright for the proposition 
Sign your initials to it Dont fail us 
and dont get too damn smart with us. 

We know where you lire J.P.'* * 


Mr, Schwartz b ecame very alarmed at the threat of haring 
his only child, an eleren months old girl, kidnaped^ and 

possibly killed, and immediately had his summer home at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, where his wife and child were living at the time, 
surrounded by guards and reported the threat to the Philadelphia 
Office of the Division of Investigation. The instructions in the 
note relative to an advertisement were complied with but did not 
result in obtaining any clues concerning the identity of the 
extortionist. 

In an effort to obtain the names of possible suspects, 

Mr. Schwartz was interviewed and he advised that during his 
mana g em ent of the General Peed Company at Philadelphia for the 
past two years he had discharged no employees and had no trouble 
with anyone whatsoever and could, therefore, think of no one, 
with whom he had come in contact, who might write such a letter. 

He remembered, however, that a certain individual, the owner of 
several trucks operated by individual drivers, had been employed 
by him, until about six months previous to his receipt of the 
threat, to haul grain and feed to New Jersey and vicinity and 
that he refused to give this individual any more hauling business 
because his services were unsatisfactory and that possibly this^ 
individual might have become displeased with Mr. Schwartz 1 s action 
in this regard, which resulted in the truck owner’s failure in 
business. 


Specimens of handwriting of all of Mr. Schwartz’s 
present and former employees were obtained and compared with 
that in the extortion letter, with particular attention being 
given to that of the individual under suspicion. Examination 
of his handwriting, however, revealed that it was not identical 
with that of the extortion letter. 

The handwriting on all documents in Mr. Schwartz’s 
files was compared with that in the extortion letter, with the 
result that a number of bills were located bearing the heading 
"Albert Goldstein, Hauling". All of these bills were printed 



in pencil and it was noted that there was a similarity in 
several of the letters on those hills to those in the extortion 
letter. 


Mr. Schwartz stated that Albert Goldstein, a son-in-law 
of the former truck owner whom he had suspicioned as the writer 
of the extortion note, had, up until about two months prior to 
the receipt of the extortion letter, been employed by Mr. Schwartz 
as a hauler, and that their relations were severed when Goldstein 
secured a job in a drug store. Goldstein had studied pharmacy 
at Temple University. Mr. Schwartz advised that his relations 
with Goldstein were very pleasant and that he did not believe 
that Goldstein would write him an extortion letter. 

In order to definitely establish Goldstein's connection 
in the case, it became necessary to obtain additional specimens 
of his handwriting without arousing his suspicion. This was 
done and after a careful examination of these specimens of 
Goldstein's handwriting it was determined that Goldstein was the 
writer of the extortion letter received by Mr. Schwartz. Further 
investigation disclosed that Goldstein was in Philadelphia on the 
date upon which the extortion letter was mailed to Mr. Schwartz 
from that city. 

Goldstein upon being questioned by Agents of the 
Division made a complete confession in which he admitted writing 
the extortion letter. He was indicted on September 6, 1933, by 
a Federal Grand Jury at Philadelphia on charges of having 
deposited or caused to be deposited in an authorized depository 
for mailing matter the extortion letter containing a threat to 
kidnap and kill. 

On September 26, 1933, Goldstein entered a plea of 
guilty in Federal Court at Philadelphia and was sentenced to 
serve five years in a Federal penitentiary. On March 14, 1934, 

the sentence was suspended and he was placed on probation for 
ten years. 

Goldstein was twenty-five years of age at the time he 
was placed on probation. 


EXTORTION 


In the latter part of May, 1934, Miss Doris Duke, 
millionairess, received at Somerville, New Jersey, a communi- 
cation, which had "been sent through the United States Mails 
and was signed "Ex Bomber" , which threatened that unless the 
sum of $3,000.00 was delivered by messenger at Cedar Grove, 

New Jersey, at 2:00 P.M. May 26, 1934, a bomb would be exploded 
on Miss Duke's estate one hour later upon the same date. 

| | was apprehended by Special Agents of 

the Division, accompanied by members of the New Jersey State 
Police and the Chief of Police of Cedar Grove, New Jersey, on 
May 26, 1934, as he attempted to retrieve a package which had 
been placed at a sign board in accordance with instructions 
contained in the extortion note. 

I | made a complete confession on May 31, 1934, in 

which he admitted that he wrote the extortion note to Miss Duke 
which was received by her at Somerville, New Jersey. 

He confessed likewise that he had sent a threatening 
letter dated May 2, 1934, to Mr. Thomas N. McCarter, President 
and Director of the Public Service Company of Newark, New Jersey, 
which letter threatened that unless the sum of $3,000.00 was 
placed at a sign board near Cedar Grove a bomb would be exploded 
in the terminal of the Public Service Company of New Jersey, of 
which Mr. McCarter was an official. 


On June 12, 1934, 


was indicted in Federal Court 


at Newark, New Jersey, charged with a violation of the Extortion 
Statute. He entered a plea of non vult and was sentenced to 
serve three years in the National Training School for Boys. 

The sentence was suspended and he was placed on probation for 
three years. 


I was eighteen years of age at the time he was 
placed on probation and had recently enlisted in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 



WILLIAM BENJAMIN TAYLOR 


EXTORTION 


On December 20, 1933, Mr. Fred Scott, a prominent 
citizen of Richmond, Virginia, received through, the mail an 
extortion letter sighed "Three Secret Charity Workers” , demand- 
ing that f 1,800. 00- be paid to William Benjamin Taylor, the 
chauffeur of Mr. Scott’s sister, on Christmas day of that year, 
under threat of ono of Mr. Scott’s grandchildren being kidnaped 
if the demand was not complied with. 

Special Agents of the Division of Investigation began 
an immediate investigation. It appeared possible that the 
chauffeur named in the communication might be involved or that 
perhaps some enemy of Mr. Scott might have used the chauffeur’s 
name through dislike of the chauffeur. Inquiry developed that 
the chauffeur was not an individual who would ordinarily have 
enemies of this character and it was thought probable that the 
chauffeur himself was directly involved. 

A plan was accordingly devised whereby Mr. Scott 
arranged to call the chauffeur, William Benjamin Taylor, to 
his home and to offer him a check for $1,800.00, with Special 
Agents concealed in the room for the purpose of observing 
Taylor’s reactibn in an effort to ascertain whether he had any 
prior knowledge of the extortion note. 

This plan was carried out and when the check was. ten- 
dered to Taylor he did not appear to be surprised or flustered 
by the offer. He stated, however, that he felt he should not 
accept any money from Mr. Scott as he had not done anything for 
him. He, also, took occasion to explain at great length the 
dire financial circumstances in which he found himself at the 
time. 


Special Agents of the Division subsequently interviewed 
Taylor and advised him that Mr. Scott had reported the matter to 
them and had advised them of his recent talk with Taylor. Taylor, 
of course, did not intimate in any way that he was connected with 
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the case and agreed to copy the extortion note in print, the form 
in which the extortion note had been received. 

After he had printed this note several times similarities 
between his printing and that of the extortion note were pointed 
out to him and he admitted that he was the author of the note. He 
made a complete confession and stated that on tho day before he 
mailed the .letter he had driven the sister of Mr. Scott to the 
dentist and while waiting for her to return had conceived the idea. 
He purchased the stationery which was used for the extortion letter 
and destroyed that which ho did not use. He had endeavored, of 
course, to disguise his handwriting. 

Taylor was charged with violation of Idle Federal 
Extortion Act and indicted on this charge January 22, 1934, by 
a Federal Grand Jury at Richmond, Virginia. He entered a plea of 
guilty in Federal Court February 2, 1954. Imposition of sentence 
was suspended for five years, during which time he is to report 
monthly to a Federal probation officer. 


JOIE GAHLBECK, alias Joe Gahlbeck, 
alias "F.F." 


EXTORTION 


On September 8, 1933, Mr. Phillip E. Stiff of Arlington 
Heights, Illinois, received a letter postmarked Waukegan, Illinois, 
September 8, 1933, which demanded that Mr. Stiff bring $2,500.00 
to the corner of Gennesseo and Washington Streets, Waukegan, 
Illinois, at 9:00 P.M, on the night of September 11, 1933, under 
threat of exposing certain things which the writer claimed to 
know. Tho note was signed "F.F.” 

Mr. Stiff notified the local authorities who instructed 
him to proceed to the place designated at the required time. Mr., 
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Stiff complied with the instructions and a young man approached 
and handed Mr. Stiff a note which instructed him to turn the money 
over to the bearer. 

Mr. Stiff gave a prearranged signal and the local 
officers arrested the man who was determined to he Joie Gablbeck 
of Waukegan, Illinois. 

The Sheriff of Waukegan notified the Chicago Office of 
the Division of Investigation of Gahlbeck's arrest September 11, 
1954, and a Special Agent proceeded to Waukegan immediately. 

Gahlbeck at first denied any knowledge of the entire 
matter and claimed that another man gave him the note to deliver 
to Mr. Stiff. However, shortly after his arrest ho admitted 
having written both notes to Mr. Stiff and made a complete 
confession to local officials and to a Special Agent of the 
Division of Investigation. 

He was taken into custody by the United States Marshal 
at Chicago on charges of violating the Federal Act entitled 
"An Act to Punish for the Sending Through the Mails -of Certain 
Threatening Communications" and was committed to jail in default 
of $2,500 bond. 

He was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at Chicago on 
September 19, 1933, on a charge of unlawfully and feloniously 
depositing at the Post Office of the United States at Waukegan 
a certain extortion letter to be delivered by the Post Office 
establishment of the United States. 

He plead guilty in Federal Court at Chicago October 
6, 1933, and on October 9, 1933, was sentenced to serve two 
years in a Federal penitentiary. The sentence was suspended 
and he was placed on probation for three years, in the custody 
of his father. 
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JOHN CALVERT TICHENOR 

HARBORING AND CONSPIRACY TO HARBOR 
GEORGE ’’MACHINE GON” KELLY AND KATHRYN 
THORNE KELLY; 


Special Agents of the Division of Investigation during 
their search for George ’’Machine Gun” Kelly and Kathryn Thorne 
Kelly, w^ted for the Kidnaping of Charles E. Urschel, learned 
that these two individuals were hiding in Memphis, Tennessee r 
at the residence of John Calvert Tichenor. Special Agents were 
immediately dispatched to Memphis by plane and in the early 
morning hours of September 26, 1933, a raid was conducted on 
the Tichenor residence and George ”Ma chine Gun” Kelly and Kathryn 
Thorne Kelly taken into custody* 

Tichenor was also arrested and charged with harboring 
a Federal fugitive and conspiracy to harbor* He was indicted 
on these charges and in Federal Court at Jackson, Tennessee,, 
was sentenced October 21, 1933, in Federal Court to serve six 
months in the Shelby County Jail at Memphis, Tennessee, on the 
harboring charge and to serve two years in the United States 
Penitentiary at Atlanta on the conspiracy to harbor charge* 

On March 26,. 1934, Tichenor was paroled, and placed 
on probation as to his two years sentence at Atlanta, 

Consequently after being sentenced he served five months and 
five days of the six months jail sentence and no time whatsoever 
on his two year penitentiary sentence*. His bad health was given 
as a reason for the probation of his penitentiary sentence. 


EXTORTION 


| | of Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, 

a 19 year old medical student at Gettysburg College, Pennsylvania, 
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claimed to have received a note through the mail December 1, 
1933, containing a threat to kidnap him, which he stated he 
had destroyed believing it to be a prank* He, also, claimed 
that a strange man entered his room at college December 16, 
1933, and held him prisoner for two end one -half hours after 
stating that he had come to protect| |from being kidnaped 

and that this stranger left without threatening or molesting 
him* 


| also, claimed to have received a telephone 
call snortiy thereafter warning him to keep away fx'om a 
certain fellow student* 


] mother living at Upper 


On February 21, 1934, | 

Darby, Pennsylvania, rec eived a note through the mail threatening 
the kidnaping of her son, | | unless $5,000 

was paid* The note read: "We want $5 , 000 or your kid will 

be kidnaped. Details will come later* No publicity understands 
»Joe» 


She reported the receipt of this note to the local 
authorities who referred it to the Philadelphia Office of the 
Division of Investigation. 


Suspicion centered on 


as having writteh the note, 


but he vehemently denied this upon interview by Special Agents 
of the Division and related the facts as set out above relative 
to similar threats he claimed to have received* 


The extortion note was sent to the Divisions Technical 
Lab oratory w here it was established by examination and analysis 
thai | | himself wrote the extortion note. 


An expert from the Divisions Technical Laboratory 
testified before the Federal Grand Jury at Philadelphia on 
March 27, 1934, upon which date a True Bill was returned by 
the Grand Jury charging! |with uttering a ransom note 

and causing it to be deposited in the United States Mails, 
which note threatened the kidnap ing of himself, A Bench 
Warrant was issued for | | arrest* 
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Special Agents of tlie Division located^ 


upon 

the same date and he made a complete confession in which, he 
admitted writing and mailing the extortion note to his 
mother. 


On March 29, 1954, | | entered a plea of guilty 

to the charges against him in Federal Court at Philadelphia and 
on April 3, 1934, recoived a suspended sentence and was placed 
on one year’s probation. 


ARMON SUMMON 

KIDNAPING OF CHARLES F. URSCHEL. 

In the early morning of August 12, 1933, Armon Shannon 
was taken into custody by Special Agents of the Division of 
Investigation in connection with the kidnaping of Charles F. 
Urschel. Harvey J. Bailey, Robert G* Shannon, and his wife 
Ora L. Shannon, were taken into custody upon this same occasion, 

Mr. Urschel indent if ied the house of Armon Shannon as. 
that in which he had been held during the greater part of his 
captivity and identified Armon Shannon as one of the men who 
had stood guard over him during his captivity. 

Armon Shannon was found guilty by a Federal Court Jury 
at Oklahoma City on September 50, 1933. He was sentenced to 
ten years imprisonment in a Federal penitentiary. The sentence 
was suspended and he was paroled in the custody of his attorney. 
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Juno 14 , 1934 « 


I3r* Covutfaiey Byley Cooper^ 
X2L2 fifth Avenue* 

Set? Xozfc, Hew Xorfc* 

Bear Convey*- 


A! L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

date 4^ byj ^^ 


XMs MIX acknowledge. the receipt of your letter of 
to 4 , 1934 * 

Xa compliance with your request for data concerning the 
Xoufay gang* there is enclosed a copy of a aeaoraudun dated Sfereb 
20, 1934* entitled ’’Job® (Jake the Barber J/Factor ** Xldna pl tag*? which 
contains all .the information you desire along this line* 


Xn. coiaplianCe with your request for data concerning John 
Bllii n g e? -and easy of Ms companions* there is enclosed a copy of a. 
twelve page memorandum dated June 9, 1934* which, •outlines Bill3rger*s 
activities in detail* 


In addition* theca are enclosed pbotostatic conies of fire 
memoranda (attached together) dealing nit It various angles of this case* 
The photastatlc copies of these ffiemoiuhda enclosed are m follows: 

Six page nerorandun dated April 16* 1934 
fe* page neaorsndaat dated April 2$* 1934 . 

Two page aemorandom dated April £0,. 1934 • 

Xso page memorandum dated April 29, 1934 
four page memorandum dated Say 12*' 1934 

Bfoeh of the information contained in the above listed 
memoranda is of a confidential nature and J sa trusting to your sound 
•discretion m& good judgment in the use you make of this material* 


1 specifically invite your attenti on to the fact th at no 
mention should be made of the information that ! I alias 

IfUrjaished relative to the associates and certain hangouts, ' b7D 
of Bjllinger and the nssbsrs of his gang* 


• X beXieve that the above data will furnish you the informs-* 
.‘ w Mon you desire* 

-'} loins oe in sending best regards* 

\i( cl * 1 ’;t 

Vv, . *- L\ Cordially, 

A 


3 &<sM 

* - y r : VI 


m 


Clyde Tolson 


V 





will you please let c© have the address and, 
'unlisted telephone nnnhsr of Sr* Courtney Byley 
* Cooper in lieu fork City, in order that I nay 
plc.ee it in ay hook for ready reference* 

Very truly yours* . 


John Edgar Hoover, 
director 
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Vehicle Theft Aet# On July 22 , 1934 » at C&iicego, Illinois, 
Dillinger mis shot w& killed while attempting to evade arrest 
by Special Agents of the Division of Investigation, T J, S* De- 
nar to o«i of Justice* 


At tfc « inception of the investigation; looking toward the 
apprehension of John B13 linger, Thomas Leamerd Carroll was wanted 
by Fedaral authorities, an iadioheeat charging him with the bur- 
glary of e United States Post Office hr-ring been returned on Juno 
1?, 1933, by a United States Grand Jury at Hadiaon, Wieconeio. 

(ha Say 19, 1934 » Carroll was again indicted by $ Federal Grand 
Jury at Madison, Usoonein which charged hln with harboring 6»d 
conspiracy to harbor the fugitive, John Diliiager. Carroll was 
•hot and killed by police officers at Waterloo, Iowa, on June 7, 
1934, when he attempted to resist arrest* 


b oo b was nm 

ifW iiii fflm l ira s 

(hi April as, 1934# Van Meter wee indicted by a Federal 
Grand Jwry at St* Paul, Minnesota, on a charge of conspiracy to 
harbor Dilllager in the City of St# Feed* On May 19# 1934, * 
Federal (brand Jury at Madison, Wisconsin, returned two .indietacnta 
against Van Meter, the first charging bin with harboring and con-, 
•piracy to harbor Dillinger and the second with harboring and con- 
spiracy to harbor Thomas Leonard Carroll* Tea Meter was shot and 
killed by officers of the St# Foul, Minn e sota Police Department 
at St* Paul, Minnesota, on August 3$ 1954# *» he attempted to - 
escape after having beam ordered to halt* 


smJL mm 

Three federal indictment* have been returned against 
Samiltcw., the first at St* Paul, Minnesota on April 29, 1934, 
on a charge of eensplreey to harbor John Dillinger* The other 
two were returned at Madison, Wisconsin om B>y 1% 1954, end 
charged him with harboring etui conspiracy to harbor Dilliager 
and Carroll* Be is still at 3U.rge, 
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LESTER E, GILtrlS 


On Msyl9, 1934* a Federal Grand Jury at Ife idisoa^ Wis- 
consin 5 returned two indictments against Gillis-, the first charging 
hi bi Kith harboring and conspiracy to harbor Dillinger and. the second 
charging him Kith harboring and conspiracy to harbor Carroll* GtLlie 
is still at large*. 

ALBERT T7* REILLY 

. three Federal - indictments have been returned against 
Reilly, . the first at Bt* Paul, Mnnesota on April 23, 1934* charg- 
ing hiia with .consplr to harbor Dillinger ana two others’ at 
Madison, %Bcori?in oh Gay '19, 1934* ih which fja is charged Kith 
harboring DUllnger end Carroll* On July 9, 1334 he was remanded 

to the Ramsey County Jail in 'default of 020,001 bond* 

\ 

OS*. C&fiCTOK S* MT . 

On April 23, 1934* hr* 13-y '. tns indicted by a Federal . 

Grand Jury at St* Paul, Minnesota, /.» a charge of conspiracy to- * 
harbor Dilliager and on May' 22? 1934* ft verdict of guilty wns re- 
turned against him in the United States District Court at St* Paul, 
Minnesota and he Kan sentenced to eerte a ter® of two yesrs in & . 
Federal Penitentiary and to .pay a fine of §1,030* - 

5 - • Emu? FRECMETtfE. ' . ' 

. n_ \ -TninTiriT _ " 1TTI i-- urn \ ~ i"ti- “in *‘t rm' <■ 

’ * , i v . ' i ‘ . j , ’ 

Qn April % 1934*. ISvelSya Frechette .mas apprehended - by ’ • • 
Special Agents of the Division of Investigation^ D* $* Department 
of Justice at Chicago*. Illinois, and charged with conspiracy to 
harbor and congeal DilHngor*. Sh© mas subsequently removed to . • . 
St. Paul, Minnesota to stand trial on an indictment returned against, 
her by a Federal Grand Jury at St*- Paul, Minnesota on April. 23, 

1934* which indictment charged her with. Conspiracy to harbor . . 
Dillinger. 0a May 23, 1934, -a jiuy in the United States District 
Court at St. Paul, 'Minnesota, returned a verdict of guilly and . 
she was immediately sentenced to serve e term Of two years in t 
Federal Penitentiary and -to' pay a fine of $1,000* 


(Re-write - mtr) 


JSAH DELME? 


■ i \ , 

■ This, 'woman, yas indicted on. May I9, I934, by a Federal . 
Grand Jury at Madison, Wisconsin, on two charges,, the first charg- 
ing her with harboring and conspiracy to harbor Dillinger and the 
second with harboring and conspiracy to harbor Carroll- She was 
sentenced in the Doited States District Court, Madison, Wisconsin 
on a plea of guilty on Hay 25, 1934# to serve a term of one year 
and Six Months* This sentence was suspended and she ms placed r 
on probation for a like period* She was arrested at Waterloo, 
lOWa on dune 9, 1934* end her probation ms revoked on June H, 
1934*' at which tine she ms sentenced to serve one year and one 
day te a Federal Reformatory* ' - , ' ‘ 1 


.PATRICIA YODM ■ ' " '' / ' 

On lay 19, 1934# this woman tins charged in two indict- 
ments returned by a Federal Croud Jury at Madison, Wisconsin, " with 
harboring and conspiracy to harbor Dillinger and Carroll*. She ms 
arrested ty Special Agents, of the Division of Investigation# 0*. S» 
Department of justice in Chicago, Illinois,, bn June 2, 1934# cud 
ms promptly returned to Madison# Wisconsin,, where' she m$ Arraigned 
in the baited States District Gcan t buJuneSO, 1934* .At this time 
ghe entered a pled of not guilty but subsequently changed her plea * 
to, guilty and was sentenced on July o, 1934, to serve terms -of two 
years on each indictment, the sentences to run concurrently* 

■ , ' ’ ’ . MARIS HARD 01 COfAORtl '• 

Following an unsuccessful attempt to apprehend Billinger - 
and his associates an the little Bohemia resort, Vilas County, Wis- 
consin, on April 22, 1934# Marie Comfort! ms arrested by the 
Sheriff* g office, Madison, Wisconsin on April 23# 1934*. She ms 
released to the United States Marshal, Madison, on April <25, 1934, 
and hold in default of bond pending action by the Federal Grand 
Jury nt Madison, , Wisconsin, which body returned two . indictments 
against her. on Day 19, 1934# charging her with harboring and con- 
spiracy to harbor Billiager and Carroll. On May 25, 1934, in the ” 
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£aiis4 ' States . Siatrlci Court at ilddisoa* fescoaais, she eat gredjn 
plea of guilty end too ssaieaeed to n 4em of on© pear snd : ; * 
c-is aoatSo^ Shis sentence rap shspmdsa.cai she was placed on ..• 
probation for the esse period*, 3hia probation uas revolted on 
June £9, 1934, ahl a parrent rap isiftrcd for her arrest* Marie 
COfijfprtl yap again apprehended by Special Agents of the division 
of investigation* U* S* Uepartnenh of Justice in Chicago* Illinois 
on August 26,1934* and on September X, 1934* she ms arraigned . 

: before the United . States -Xtoa^ssioner* Chicago* Illinois * on non 
charges -of harboring l&lXiager end -yap Meter* '.. She; is presently , 
held in default of ■& v5*GO3,Q0 bond* 

t ” V " t __ * * t ' ' 

■ .- HELEfl ClhLIS ' . ' " - ! 

Shis Konsn whs arrested by the Sheriff f a office at , s 

Madison," lipconsin^ on 4pril £3,. 1934* follouiag. the unsuccessful • 
attempt to apprehend BilUnger' tad Ms associates. at the X&ttla 
Bafenld resort* 1?iXas Cksu&ty, Wisconsin* ■ She ms tamed oyer to . 
th$ msmSy, of ' the United States '' marshal* Uadis on, Wisconsin* on . ■ 
4pril 23, 1934* held in default of bond to emit the action - - 
of the Federal Grand Jury .at Madison* lapyossin. Jsa indictnents 
vers retamed against her on Mey 19* .1934* bherging her with harbor- 
ing and conspiracy to. harbor Billinger end Carroll* She entered n 
pica- Of coxier in.ihk United Stated Blptriet Court at Madison, 
cousin on May" 25*, 1934* -at t&idh t&m she yas given mspended. c$& 
probationary sentences of one year &z& opa day* %on. her; failure : ' 

■ to report to her. probatipaaiy officer*. this probation rao '■revoked ■', ■ 
m Jane 12* 1934*. ' md s warrant ms issued for her arrest* , x . She 
is still at .largo* • - ‘ 

• *; ■ MBS*: ISiihC. SSBflS . *-•'■ 

>' .On Jm&6, 1934, o' federal fteggg Jury sitting at feiilt'V 

• flints Mario, Michigan, returned "an mdicl^ent charging her trith . 
harboring hillinger* fete nan arraigned the following day* ha~ 

. teyed h plea of not guilty end 'ana released- under Cl*G03 bond re-, 
tamable at the. October* 19 §4 tdrm of the United States district 
•Court* v ' ■' . • 


* ' ,' 'c- * "• 
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(5a April 30# 1934 a complaint was filed with the United States 
Coaniepianer.&t San Antonio# Texas, charging Lehman with receiving, and 
concealing stolen Government pistols., However, this complaint .was dig-* 
missed on May 10, 1934. Lehman* e connection with the Dillinger gang resulted 
from his supplying of firearms to members of that criminal group during 
the fall of 1933* 

OPAL LONG 

This woman was arrested on June 1, 1934 by Agents of the Division 
of Investigation# 0* S. Department of Justice, in Chicago, Illinois, and 
Was removed from Chicago to St. Paul, Minnesota# on June 21# 1934* A 
complaint had been filed with, the United States Commissioner at St* Paul, i 
Minnesota# on June 2, 1934# charging her with harboring John Dillinger. 

On June 29, 1934 she entered a plea of guilty to an information filed by / • 

the United States Attorney in the United States District Court at St. Paul, .' "< 

Minnesota* She was sentenced the same day to serve six months in the - 

Minneapolis Work House* \ 

EDWARD GERM - • 

This man Was known to be a. St. Paul associate of Dillinger, Gillie j 
and other members of this criminal group and to have aided them in two, > 

bank robberies shortly after Dillinger* s escape at Grown Point, Indiana* /.* 

He was shot by Special Agents of the Division of Investigation, U* S* ’ - 

Department of Justice, on April 3, 1934 at St* Paul, Minnesota as he 
attempted to escapo with certain property belonging to the gang, H6 died ' ,• 
at St. Paul, Minnesota on April 9, 1934*. \ 

BESSIE SKIHNER , ■ ■ • 

On April 23, 1934 Bessie Skinner, paramour of Edward Green, wa& 
indicted by A federal Grand <lury at St* Paul, Minnesota on a charge of ' 
conspiracy to harbor Dillinger, and on May 25, 1934 She entered a plea of 
guilty to the indictment in the United States District Court, St* Paul# , 
Minnesota, and was sentenced to serve a tern of one year and three months 
in 'a Federal reformatory. - 

In addition to the above, Louis P. Piquett, a Chicago attorney* 

Arthur W. 0*Leary, an employee of Piquetti Dr* William Looser and Dr*. 

Harold Bernard. Cassidy, two Chicago physicians, were taken into , custody 
s»d arraigned before the United States Commissioner, Chicago, Illinois, 
op September 1, 1934, on charges of harboring Homer Van Meter and John 
Dillinger. 

‘ William F* Finnerty and his wife, Ella Finnerty, were taken into 
/"custody on August 27, 1934 by Special Agents of the Division of Investigation, 

Uv, S. Department of Justice, and arraigned on September 1, 1934, before the 
/United States Comalssionor, Chicago, Illinois, on charges of harboring Homer 
•V&n Meter at Calumst City, Illinois, 

■‘l Oh the morning of Uuly 26, 1934, James Johnson Probaseo, in 

$h am home Dillinger ana Van Meter had resided for several weeks 

J j t . » 
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in order that operations wight fee performed on their faces and 
fingers,, committed suicide by leaping from a window in the Chicago 
office of the Division of Investigation, 0* S, Department Of justice 
where he was feeing questioned Concerning Me reported harboring 
of these fugitives. , 

'In addition to the above outlined Federal prosecutions, 
certain state action has also been taken. Horgsr Van Meter and 
John Dillinger were indicted fey a Ramsey County, Minnesota Grand 
Jury on June 14, 1934, on charges of assault in the first degree, 
and Evelyn Frechette was indicted fey the ba$e body oh the same 
date and charged with being an accessory to the above mentioned 
Offense. These charges grew out of the escape of Dilllnger, Van 
Meter and Frechette from their hide out. at 9jM?5 Lexington Avenue, . 
St* Paul, Minnesota Oh March 31, 1934, &t. which time Dillinger and 
Van Meter fired numerous, shots at a Special Agent of the' Division 
of Investigation, V. S* Department of Justice, and a detective " . 
of the St .Paul, Minnesota Police Department* , 

H* S*. Lehman was also, named in an indictment returned 
fey a State Grand Jury at San Antonio, Texas,. On May 29, 1934, on 
charges pf violating the State Machine Gun Law 1 ** 
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October 21, 1934,* 




f m extremely sorry that It ha© not been possible for m 
prior to this tine to famish you the information which you requested 
by telephone some time ago in connection with the story which y&U .. - 
propose to write? with regard to political affiliations in gangster 
activities* A survey has been hade in the Division but unfortunately 
not much information along the lines which you mentioned is available* 
However, I am enclosing the following data which may bs of veins to 
you? . 

A copy of a memorandum dated October 2* 1934? which deals 
with the activities Of Louis Phillip PiqUett, attorney for 
John Herbert Billinger' and hie associates, fids memorandum 
also contains portions entitled* respectively* Evidence of 
attempted extortion on threats to revoke parole extended to 
Federal prisoner’* and, ^Judicial opinion concerning political 
- , . and professional connections of criminals’** 

A copy of a memorandum entitled ’’Louis Hdllip Pichofct”* dated 
October &, 1934* which contains more, detailed information 
with regard to Pique tt* s activities* -- • 

A copy of a memorandum dated October 3, 1934* entitled ^Arthur ' ' 
%. O f LQaiy* tt who was affiliated with Piqdett# ... - 

A copy of a statement made by Dr* W il h elm Leeser, dated , 

Chicago* Illinois*: August 31, 1934. . . ■ ^ • ,, 

A copy of a statement by Dr* Harold Bernard. Cassidy, dated 1 
' Chicago, Illinois* August 39, 1934* s ' 


1 0O.5V 


A copy of a statement dated Chicago, Illinois, August 31, 1934* 
by Arthur 9 f Leary* 


. ; A copy of a memorandum dated November 25 * 1932# dealing with 

the derrick V. Hittoly case* •* '* -> 

v ■ . - - . • . ■ ■ v f ■ 
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•He*. Courts Ryley Cooper 


• Octo&er 31, 19S4» 


, A copy of a memorandum dated October 2, 1934 entitled 
Ghsri.es Erb Bedding, with aliases? Bard; Bobbery* , 

A cosy Of a memorandum dated October 9, 1934s uhich : - , 

.gives brief information concerning each of the 31 , , ' -’ • 

kidnaping cases which Jras been investigated by the - 
division of Investigation. 

A copy of a memorandum dated October 9, 1934* entitled 
*’ ^Acconplisbaembs said Outline of Interesting Activities 
and Cases,. Division of Xp,vestigation n . 

After you have had an opportunity to review this material, 

I u iil bs very glad to have you let ne know if there Is any additional 
specific information which you desire. - 

f an indeed sorry that it has not been possible for me to see 
you in Hew fork. So many matters have arisen in connection with the 
work of the Division that it has been impossible for me. to make any 
definite plans of any kind. X am still hopeful, however* - that before 
long an opportunity will arise sor that I can see you and talk with you 
. again. 

Clyde has returned to the office and is feeling much better. 

7 ' Dith best regards to ^Sen^ and to you, X ant 

■ • . *\ t .. ' • 1 Cordially yours, <• _ . 


Enclosures. 


/hn 


EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


¥ 


Ji6is«m of $w6tsKgsftnt 

c&~ jBeptaitttett t of ^Justice 
pfasJfittgimt, JL QI. 

1\LL INFORMATION GONW^®S e ptember 19, 1934. 



y’Mr. 

/t 


iwn 

herein is unclassified 


QATEJI 



Mr. Nathan, 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Cleft#..... 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief CSerk - 

Coffey 

Coiviey 

Mr. Edwards.. 

Mr. Egan , 

Mr. Harbo . — 

Mr. Keith 
Mr, Lester 

Mr. Quinn .. 

Mr, Schilder. 

Mr. Tamm 


rr Qf ?f% C °y r ? a ® y c °oper telephoned from New York thil^S^I 

He stated that he has a story -all set" and asked if I coSdh^S^* 
Mr. Lester prepare some material in connection therewith? He Sd 
mb?!?/ 0 C ° m ® 10 Washington if he possibly can, but if he is 

th?if+ t - d ? S0, x h f ia ?“ L Send 111 a draf 't‘ I told him I would have 
I b#t erial sent to him, and if he is unable to come to Washington 
I may be able to see him in N e w York one day this week since S " 

TZ e! e ?eCeatay 80 to Kw Iork conneottr^lhe^Lh 

i« ■ “°° Pe f- S J a J ed toat story h* wants to prove that there 

is a set-up, which has not come about through anv o. ^ 

«?; “A 

^“v s biff • 

S ^: t C riS 

Mr £.X 2 %SS.'»iS I J 01 

sessions oi the two doctors and of Piquett f s as sociato ntr^^ , , 
bring Piquett Into the pioture. Upon V C^p^™iert TtolfS. 

^ £Zi£%ts*? ° f *»"*~*£ to s hSrS’ a ^s 4 h?" 
“S^eS'H £ 5= S ^ I^iat&^o- 

that^the ^tiaSa o?\S^™ Svff tSno^ 

that ^&*S3.T*1ST- ttlTSS" 17 when i* is suggeste? 

Of this nature* 1 sen^t^him, t0la ^ 1 ™" ld ^ S ° have some material 
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BitfNUTES IN TRANSIT ( 

J FULL-RATE 

DAY LETTER 


EDGAR H00V ER, D I R ECT 0R= D I V OF' I NVEST IGAT ION 
UNITEDSTATES DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC= 

DEAR EDGAR SO GLAD TO HEAR THAT YOU ARE COMING UP THIS WEEK AS 
I WANT TO SEE YOU ABOUT SOME FUTURE ARTICLES WHICH BLOSSOM 
AND I DISCUSSED TODAY STOP BY THE WAY HOW IS THE STUFF FOR 
THE SATURDAY E V E Nl N;Q^P^ST—C(^J-N^- ALONG nAS I HAVE HAD AM 

INQINRX FROM THERE sfo^ gIVe? MY ^EsfHoij CLYDE AND HERES HOPING 
TO SEE YOU THIS WEEK BEST < REG ARDS- 

RYLEY. h/V 




OCT 1 5 193^ wkdto r ' f ' /0 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

4 


» 


& 




3, -^^ arfm ”* rf f.”! K iMcnp'^Tl« CONTAINED ' 

October 9, 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


In compliance with your recent oral instructions concern- 
ing the assembling of certain data which Mr. Courtney Ryley^Gooper 
desired in connection with a story which he was preparing for the 
Saturday Evening Post, there is attached a memorandum dated October 
8, 1934, entitled, '‘LOUIS PHILLIP PIQUETT, Attorney for John Herbert 
Dilli.nger and his associates", and containing additional portions 
entitled respectively, "EVIDENCE OF ATTEMPTED EXTORTION ON THREATS 
TO REVOKE PAROLE EXTENDED TO FEDERAL PRISONER", and "JUDICIAL OPINION 
CONCERNING POLITICAL AND PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS OF CRIMINALS". 

In addition there is attached a copy of a memorandum dated 
Octobers, 1934', entitled, "LOUIS PHILLIP PIQUETT", dealing more in 
detail with the activities of this individual, in addition to a memo- 
randum entitled, "ARTHUR W. O'LEARY", dealing with the activities of 
that individual. 


There is also attached a copy of the statement by Dr. Wilhelm 
Loeser, dated Chicago, Illinois, August 31, 19345 a copy of the state- 
ment by Dr. Harold Bernard Cassidy, dated Chicago, Illinois, August . 

30, 1934, and a copy of a statement by Arthur O'Leary, dated Chicago, 
Illinois, August 31, 1934* 

All of the above data was prepared by Supervisor Lowdon, 
and represents all of the data available in the Division along the 
lines requested by Mr. Cooper. 

There is also attached a copy of I. C. #75-1331 entitled, 
"MERRICK V. NITTOLY, et al - Bondsmen and Sureties", which should 
prove of interest and help to Mr. Cooper. 


In forwarding the above data to Mr. Cooper, you will probably 
want to call his attention to the fact that considerable of this data 
is of a very confidential nature in order that he may exercise his 
usual good judgment in using any portions thereof. 
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Bondsmen and Sureties 


a certain "crowd" ^ anonymous. letter in which States Attorney 

" lt » «». writing o?^f!SL ,0r proper toMunTifi 08611 that 

upon, reeeint A p f ^raignment or "nieh+» ^ f ln connection 

sks* e r5 

professional ^P n ^™Ga^operating^in^|^Q S j^®^^ a ^ 0 ^ ,J orS 1! ^ertai# IltaIlS ^ Te 

The bail h a district of Now York., 

S2SS £* £ el ^^- S Brooto and 

&^f aess ~rrs ion 

Wittoly, bond brokOTs^ls? T° nnGCtcd with the f STof Mt??^ 8 
the criminal was affrA^ 6 Joraleman Street, Brookl vr, N * ttoly and 
the commission , 0 f the crime ® xo ®Ptional service ’ xTt* 9 ?' whereby 

containing the necessary sl ’ bondsfflan was waiting with ?h*\ Pri ° r to 

judicial officer and S? 5^ ature & ud .approval of fee ' b ° nd alrea <3y 

uocused. aDd 311 th *t remained was to so£L +A PPP ° priato 

secure the name of the 

Odious task of personally 


- ^/S'3- £ _ <£j> 


examining in excess of one thousand bail bonds. The investigation was 
concerned principally with the firm of Nittoly and Nittoly. 

It was developed that, Merrick V. Nittoly and Charles N. Nittoly, 
operating tinder the name of Nittoly and Nittoly, had been engaged in the 
business of criminal bail bond brokers in Brooklyn for several years. In 
the operation of this business, this firm employed at one time or another 
Edward P. Steinway, Irving Marsh, Arthur A. Stewart, Orris B. Nittoly and 
John N. Warren, in the capacity of "executors" or "runners". A large 
percentage of the business of. this firm consisted in what is known as 
pr e-air aignment or "night" bonds. 

In almost every trade, occupation or profession, there are terms 
which are peculiar to that particular line of endeavor. In connection with 
the bail bond business, an-' "executor" is a person employed for the purpose 
of signing or executing bonds on the behalf of the company for which he is 
employed, before some duly authorized judicial authority. A "runner" is an 
individual charged with the duty of delivering bonds thus executed to the 
police station for the purpose of effecting the release of a prisoner. The 
"executor" and the "runner" was usually the some individual. 

It may be well to explain at this place the procedure which is 
followed in the execution of a pre -arraignment bail bond. Upon the arrest 
of a defendant on a given charge he, or his representative, communicates 
with a bondsman who ascertains the charge upon #iioh the defendant is 
held, and contacts, either personally or through an "executor", a judicial 
officer who has the authority to fix and approve bail for the release 
of the defendant from custody. When the bail bond has been fixed and 
approved it is customary for the "runner" to deliver the bond to the 
officer in whose custody the defendant is held, and upon receipt of this 
bond the officer releases the defendant named therein from custody and 
delivers the bond in due course of procedure to the United States 
Commissioner or other officer before whom the some is made returnable. 

From January 1, 1929 to April 1, 1931, John N. Warren, who has 
been engaged in the Federal bail bond business in New York City and 
Brooklyn, New York for a number of years, was employed in charge of the 
Prohibition Bond Division of Nittoly and Nittoly, and frem April 1, 1931 - 
to July 1, 1931, he was associated with Arthur A. Stewart and Frank H. 

Burke in connection with the writing of pre-arraignment prohibition bail 
bonds. 
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In a statement vdiich -was made to Special Agents of the United 
States Bureau of Investigation, Edward F. Steinway stated that a rumor 
existed that Frank H. Burko entered into an agreement with certain 
speakeasy proprietors whereby he furnished bail bonds for any of their 
employees who might be arrested for violation of the National Prohibition 
Act. Burke received a stipulated monthly salary for this service. 

Special Agents of the United States Bureau of Investigation made 
an examination of practically all bonds filed by Edward F. Steinway, 

Irving Marsh, Arthur A. Stowart and Frank H. Burke in the Eastern District 
of New York. This examination disclosed that almost all bonds written by 
these individuals had- been altered after having boon executed and approved 
by some judicial officer. The name of the original or fictitious 
defendant named in the bond, and the date of the alleged execution thereof, 
were erased, and other defendants and dates of execution were substituted 
for those originally contained on the bond. 

For a period of two or three years prior to this investigation, 
competition in the bail bond business, and particularly in that angle 
involving the violation of the National Prohibition Act, was exceptionally 
keen and the individuals involved in this case resorted to the fraudulent 
execution of bail bonds in order to meet this competition. One of the 
most interesting phases of the fraudulent bail bond business developed 
by this investigation consisted of the disclosure of the use of bonds 
referred to as "radio” bonds. This term was derived from the method 
which was employed to secure an accurate forgery of the name of a 
judicial officer on a blank bond. It appears that the office of Nittoly 
and Nittoly was equipped with a Crosley radio. In addition, an opon-air 
ventilation system was used in this office. The windows contained a 
large piece of plate glass in the lower part which would permit the 
raising of the window a certain distance without resulting in a draft. 

This glass would be removed from the window after whi,ch the top would 
be -taken from the radio and the plate glass placed directly over the 
tubes and lights contained therein. Upon completion of this arrangement, 
either Charles or Merrick Nittoly would take a blank bail bond and place 
it on the glass directly over a bail bond which contained the authentic 
signature of a proper judicial officer. The lights within the radio 
permitted a tracing of the signature of the judicial officer so accurate 
that it could hardly bo distinguished from the authentic signature. 
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Another type of fraudulent bonds used by the individuals 
connected with this case is referred to as "washed" bonds. During the 
course of the day, while the judges might be reached at their offices 
or chambers, Merrick Nittoly would cause Edward F. Steinway or Irving 
Marsh, both of whom were "runners", to appear before either Judge Mitchell 
May or Justice Selah B. Strong with a number of bail bonds bearing 
fictitious names of alleged prohibition violators. After these bonds 
had been acknowledged or signed by the Judge they would be returned in 
bulk by Steinway or Marsh to the offices of Nittoly and Nittoly, where 
either Merrick or Charles Nittoly would erase or wash out by moans of 
chanicals the fictitious names which had previously been inserted therein. 

'By this procedure they arranged to always maintain a supply of bonds 
already executed and which could, thereafter, be used for the purpose of 
releasing from jail any person charged with the violation of the National 
Prohibition Act, 

"Washed" bonds wore also sometimes obtained in the following manner 

An "executor" employed by Nittoly and Nittoly would appear 
before a proper judicial officer and obtain his signature to a bond for 
the release of a person charged with the violation of the National 
Prohibition Act, who was actually in custody at that time. Owing to 
the keen competition in the bail bond business it frequently happened 
that a competing bondsman would arrive at the police station whore the 
defendant was incarcerated before the "runner" representing Nittoly and 
Nittoly, and would secure the releaso of this defendant on bail. When 
this occurred, the bond genuinely executed would bo returned to the office 
of Nittoly and Nittoly where the name of this defendant, as well as the 
date of execution, if necessary would be eradicated by the use of 
chemicals. At a later date when on individual was arrested for violation 
of the National Prohibition Act, a representative of Nittoly and Nittoly 
would place his namo on the bond from which the name of the_ original 
defendant had been erased and thus effect the immediate release of the 
second defendant. 

As previously indicated, the name of Justice Selah B. Strong 
appeared on a large number of bonds written by the firm of Nittoly and 
Nittoly. Justice Strong received a rumor that alterations were being 
made on bonds approved by him and thereafter required that he be furnished 
with the name of each defendant for whom he approved a bond in a 
prohibition case. In order to meet this situation a method was devised 


by which this requirement could be complied with. This consisted of 
furnishing Justice Strong with the name of a prisoner released on a bond 
one or two days .after his release. That is, if a prisoner was incarcerated 
on the first day of the month, and released on a "washed" or forged bond, 
the following day a representative of the firm of Nittoly and Nittoly 
would appear before Justice Strong and obtain his approval on a bond for 
the release of this prisoner and furnish him with the name of the prisoner 
at this time. Inasmuch as this defendant had already been released 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours previous thereto, this bond could not 
be used for the release of the prisoner named in the bond, and, accordingly, 
his name would be eradicated and the name of some other prisoner inserted 
therein. After -this had been accomplished the name of the prisoner 
released on this bond would be furnished to Justice Strong the following 
day on a third bond purporting to bo for the release of this prisoner, 
and so on ad infinitum. 

It is interesting to note at this place that the investigation - 
by Special Agents of the United States Bureau of Investigation established 
that Justice Strong was in Kingston, Hew York, from July 9 to July 13, 

1931 and was in Canada from July 14 to July 27, 1931, during which time 
a large number of bonds were alleged to have been approved and signed by 
this judicial official. It was thus conclusively proved that it would 
have been impossible for this official to have approved the bonds in 
question on the dates indicated on the bonds. 

In connection with the investigation conducted by Special 
Agents of the United States Bureau of Investigation, an Examiner of 
Questioned Documents for the United States Treasury Department, 

Washington, D. C., examined in excess of three hundred bonds written 
by Nittoly and Nittoly and confederates. By means of a chemical 
treatment it was possible to restore the names of the original 
defendants whose names had been "washed" from the bonds , together 
with the dates of their arrests, thus showing that the bonds written 
by Nittoly and Nittoly wore previously used for the release of other 
persons charged with the commission of a Federal offense. 

The evidence amassed by this investigation was presented to 
the Grand Jury for the Eastern District of New York, and on March 31, 

1932 indictments were returned against Orris Nittoly and Irving Marsh, 
charging these individuals with the forging and uttering of pre- 
arraignment bail bonds. 

On April 4, 1932 similar indictments were returned against 
Edward F. Steinway and Arthur A. Stewart. Pleas of guilty were 
entered by Orris Nittoly, Edv/ard F. Steinway, Irving Marsh and 
Arthur A. Stewart on April 29, 1932, raid on May 6, 1932, Steinway, 

Marsh and Stewart were sentenced to serve one year and one day in a 
United States Penitentiary on ono count of the indictments which had 
been returned against them. Sentence on another count of the indict- 
ments was suspended and they were placed on probation for a period of 


five years, the probationary term to begin at the expiration of their 
sentence in the Atlanta Penitentiary. Orris Nittoly received a sentence 
of three months in the United States Detention Headquarters in New York 
City on one count of the indictment returned against him, and on another 
count the sentence was suspended and he was placed on probation for a 
period of two years, the probationary term to begin at the expiration 
of his sentence in the United States Detention Headquarters in New York 
City. 


On May 36, 1938 the Grand Jury for the Eastern District of 
New York returned true bills of indictment against Merrick Y. Nittoly, 
Charles N. Nittoly, frank H. Burke and John N. Warren. The indictments 
charged the forging and uttering of pre- arraignment bail bonds. 

On May 31, 1933, a joint indictment was returned against 
John N. Warren and Frank H. Burke. 

On July 30, 1933, Charles N. Nittoly was sentenced to serve 
three months in the United States Detention Headquarters, New York 
City, and also received a two-year probationary sentence. On 
October 11, 1933, Merrick Y. Nittoly, after entering a plea of pilty, 
was sentenced to serve eight months in the United States Detention 
Headquarters in New York City on one count of the indictment, and on 
another count was sentenced to serve two years in the United States 
Penitentiary and pay a fine, of $100.00, the execution of which sentence 
was suspended. He was placed on probation for a period of two years, 
the probationary period to begin at the expiration of his term in the 
United States Detention Headquarters, New York City. On October 13, 
1933, Frank H. Burke was sentenced to serve three months in tho United 
States Detention Headquarters in New York City on one count of the 
indictment, and on another count of tho same indictment was sentenced 
to serve two years in a United States Penitentiary and to pay a fine 
of #100.00, the execution of which sentence was suspended and he was 
placed on probation for a period of two years, the probationary period 
to begin at the expiration of his sentence in the United States 
Detention Headquarters, New York City. On October 35, 1933, John N. 
Warren received a sentence of two years and six months in a Federal 
Penitentiary. 
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£GUlS PB3XLIP PiCUJTT 


* ^ . te&g virtually the entire that the Division of ' 

-Investigation, F, S v 'Bepartac?it ofJusiice, hag 'ix&mi seeking the A 
apprshe^siea of lohrx Dillinger sad his associates, Louis Phillip 
Pxqpett, a Chicago attorney, has been openly represeating him self 
*2, “f rf° leg 23 - counsel for- several of these criminals and. certain 
of th^,r connections* Investigation has definitely -ostahlished : - 

that -FiqUett Maintained a close' contact with Dillinger 'and assistrd 
ia hbteiqftig .sad shelter for ) % ,' . . > ••-:_• / • -,;•••> -• 

* * .L ‘ ! ’V 

- Eouis Phillip. piquett was bom in Benton* msconsin * 

uepteaber. 24, 1 £p 2* After completing his grammar school. education 
• an that city, he proceeded to Chicago, Illinois where, from 1911 '■ 
to -1915 he attended the Chicago Professional Preparatory School, . 
vhiea has since gone opt; of existence* From September, 191S until 
February, 192Q , Plquetfe- studied lew • fender two' Chicago attorneys ’« ; , ■ - 
and, at the . same. time,: -was -employed as^hief cinrfc in the city of 
Ghicago. Prosecuting httoraey»s office^ ,H4 was admitted to thn^ ' - 
practice of law in Ihe /State of. Illinois in October >1920* ' Prior , 
to the year 1915*. when he was. first employed by the. Gity Prosecuti: ' 
ing Attorney^ of fie©!, he had followed various enterprises such A ‘ 
as the mining business, waiter, saloon business, and salesman* - . 

At one time fee was also superintendent of the KLor Picniett Mining. 
Company, Plattsyille,. Wisconsin*" At another time he.' was in. .. ° 
partnership, with 'one Bills JferlcS in 4 s^oon business in Chicago* 



salesman at Butte, Ffontima;* PiqUett is known to have assumed 
. some degree of political power in Chicago*. •; . 

1 ~ - „ * 1 * * r * / ^ 11 , 

J -®uwe have bees* '-nith the . \ 

Grievance Committee . pf the Chicago Bar /iseociatioh against Piquett. 
A number of these ; hatie been dismissed, some - of them .due t.o . the l - 
. character' of 'the compl&insnfr Imd cases were heard in th>- grriy 
part of 1934 and the Board; of Commissioners of th© Grievance Cam-. , 
raittee of th© Bar Association did not find sufficient cause in • 
either of them? however, they were, again pieced on file,- -Since 
his, admission; to the par, Louis Piquett has been indicted by the 
Grand Jury of. Cook County, Illinois, lathe following instances? 
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Chicago, Illinois 

. •• ' -; v V . : August 31, 1934 

I, Doctor WIjHEIiIvI IjOESER, make the follo?/ing' voluntaiy statement to 
T* U.. Peterson and-&., B.jones, whom I know to he Special Agents of 
the Division of Invest igatidn. United States Department of Justice. 

I am. fully- aware that 1 cannot be- required, to make any statement, and*, 
that whatever I say may he used against me in Court. - 

ly true and correct name is Doctor Wilhelm Loeser. However, . 

I am. also known as -^alph Bobeind. I was horn in Barty, Germany, 
November 8,. 1876 • I came td, -the United States of America in October,; 
1338, with my mother, Marie -Loeser,. and one sister and- four brothers. 
My father, %rl .Loeser, . chme to the United States in 1887.' I came to 
.the United States bn the North German Lloyd ship Lahn,. 'entering at 
the port of New. York Pity, N. Y. After our arrival in the United 
States we went to Minden, Iowa, remaining there until 1397* Between 
1398 and 1902 I attended high school in Lawrence, Kansas, and also 
•attended the University of .Kansas at Lawrence, Kansas, at which 
latter place I studied pharmacy and medicine. In 1902 I came td - 
Chicago, Illinois, where I entered Northwestern University, Medical . - 
School and remained there until 1905 when 1 graduated with- degree of . 
;M* D. ' ■: ." ” ' \ *? ' " " 

.. . After mjr graduation, from the Northwestern Uni versiiy Medical 
School I entered into the practice of medicine in the city of Chicago, 

, Illinois and remained in practice in Chicago until, the early part of 
1908^ when I returned to. Byron,. Oklahoma, at which point I practiced 
’ medicine until the fall of 19Q8,-. The-' reason for my ^return tp. Oklahoma 
• at this time wds' that ny- mother was i seriously ' ill. ; ’ r . . f. . - ; 7 

In the fall of 1908 1 returned to Chicago and again began " 

.the practice of medicine, continuing ny practice in Chicago until 
July, I93I, when i was convicted in the United States District 
. Court for "the Northern District of Illinois at Chicago, Illinois, 
fbr violation of the Harrison Narcotic .Act, receiving a sentence of 
three years- from Federal Judge Barnes,. I was confined in the United 
States Penitentiary at ;Fo3?t Leavenworth, Kansas’ and was paroled from 
this institution December 7-, 1932V ' 

■ parents are both deceased,, having passed away -in 19U* 

I have the following sisters and brothers living? 

Sister, Mhnie Phristensen, Byron, Oklahoma, 

. ' , • ” Sister, Kredricka Stockmann, Barty, Germany, 

- ’ Brother, Brank-1k>es.er,- la^t heard of’ residing near >.• 

, Parsons,. Kansas* ‘ ‘ . 

. Brother, Fred LoeSer, Byron, Oklahoma, • 

Brother, Godfrey Loeser, longdale, Oklahoma, _ ‘ 

Brother, Otto Loeser, Longdate, Oklahoma., ' 


£ 
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i was admitted to- practice medicine in the State of y . 
Oklahoma hy examination in 1908 having previously been admit- 
ted to practice medicine "by examination in the State of Illinois ... 
in the year 1905 • I am also a registered pharmacist in the 
State of .Oklahoma, having been examined there. TSy .the Board of 
Pharmacy in 1903. Several years later I Whs admitted as a 
registered pharmacist in the. State, of Illinois by reciprocity.. 

1 was married to Bertha Damitz, Chicago,- Illinois in 1905 
and there, were four children by. this marriage j 0ns a girl,, now deceased! 
three sons, and living as. follows.;. 

Fred Loeser, Chicago, Illinois, address unknown, 

William Loeser, probably residing at u rehard and 
Webster Avenues, Chicago,. Illinois! • 

• Edward Loeser >. probably residing at Orchard and . ■ . , 

Webster Avenues* Chicago/ Illinois- and. studying; 

; medicine at Loyola Oniyersity, Chicago,. Illinois* 

I separated from my wife Bertha about the year 1913 due to 
the fact that' .she was insane.' 

While; I maintained' an Office in Chicago, Illinois, one • . * 

Anna -^atzke was employed by me as an assistant, and about the year . • 

1919 , 1 began living with her in Ohicagqi Illinois as men and. wife! v . 
and this relationship has .continued up to the present time with, the * • >, 

exception of the time I was confined in the United States Penitentiary, 
and for other short periods,, as Will be shown later in this statement.- \ .. 

;■ x ... ' After ny parole from the United States Penitentiary, X went to ’ 
i^xico,. leaving Chicago .on December 25, 1932* The reason I went to. 

Mexico was that one Dr. Louis K. Eastman and L'dward Brundage, former . ' 

. Attorney General for the. State of Illinois , threatened mej . that is to 
pay, they demanded that 1 pay e.ach;of..them, the sum- of $5.,O0Dy .in order. ;? . 

not. to- have my parole revoked and' be returned to the penitentiary*.- ~ .... 
They wanted me to pay ifl.,000 down and the balance later. I was advised 
by Eastman and Brundage that if I did not pay them, the above mentioned 
sum of money, I would be returned to the penitentiary to complete my 
sentence, which was approximately 20 months. - 


1 wish to state that I am not a narcotic addict ana that 
I have never used narcotics in any form. v . . 

TJhile in Mexico in 1933, X obtained a divorce from my 
wife Bertha, and X married Anna Patzke after ay return to the 
United States in. 1933« .1 was married either in. Kansas City, Missouri 
or some suburb of Kansas City. However I cannot recall the date I’ 
was married nor the name of the Justice of the peace who married us. 

X am acquainted with Louis K. Piquett, Attorney at Law, who 
has- offices in the Builders Building, Chicago, Illinois. X first met 
Piquett 3 or 10 years ago in Chicago during the time Piquett was interested 
in politics. I have seen Piqnett from time to time since I first met 
him. I Wish to -state here that Louis Piquett was not ny attorney at 
the .time i was convicted in the Whited States district. Court on, the ■ 

• narcotic charge.. However, after I went to the penitentiary,. Anna Patzke 
’ had some dealings with Piquett. of a business nature} that is to say, 

Piquett made some’ investments for her, and' also secured a mortgage, on ■ ■ 
the home in which we were living prior- to iiy conviction. This was 
located at 5550 Grace Street, 'Chicago, Illinois* After X went to the 
penitentiary, Piquett came to. see me. This was on April 18, 1932, ; 

Piquett, t alk ed to me relative to securing a parole for me.. Piquett 
returned to Chicago and got up a petition requesting that- 1 be paroled. 

'’• ■ ■ I ' retiwtte'4- to States , from. Mexico in October* 1933 » 
and immediately went to rfche home of my brother, Godfrey Loeser, at 
Longdale, Oklahoma, and then weht to ^hlahoma' City * I remained- in l- 
Oklahoma until December 28, 1933* . The reason X was in Oklahoma was . 

to see By brother Godfrey Loeser, concerning a sum of money which he 
owed me for some land he had purchased from me several years ago . At 
the time I went to see him he was in arrears on three years’ payments. 

From Oklahoma I went to Los Angeles, California, in an effort to 
locate Anna Patzke,. but X cohid not find her . and I then went to „ - 

•Chicago, Illinois, ' arriving in Chicago' around the first week in # : - 

January, 1934. - The latter part of January-, 1934, 1 went back to ' . ^ 
Oklahoma to finish tlie land deal, arriving back in' „ Chicago . hy. the ; , 

end of , January. ... v 


- I had been in Chicago about three and one half months 
before I again saw Louis Piquett. I called Piquett on the tele- 
phone and he came to see me about 7 P.H. where 1 was living at 536 
Wrightwood Avenue, At this time I talked to Piquett about the mortgage 
which Anna Patzke had secured on the home at 5550 Grace Street and 
about the contents of the house, which had been stored and which I had 
been financially unable, to take out of storage* I asked Piquett to pay 
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back to Anna Patzke gome of the money which she had lost due to Trig 
negligence, so that she coxild get-, her furniture out of storage . He 
promised to do so and’ cautioned me that- 1 was in great danger of being 
picked up for violation Of parole if I stayed in. Chicago. ; i believe 
• the. reason • that Piouett told me that I. shoyld leave -town was so that 
I would not find out the exact nature of the business relations Anna 
Patzke had had with Piquett during. ray absence. Mien Piquett told me 
-this, t exhibited to him ray fingerprints and said "I have done something 
to prevent being picked' up" . By that X meant that I had partially des- 


• v ^ t ' • uiiciu xu wijj. prouecu you* x 

amjery much interested, and I will Soon be back with ay -main contact man. 
Art Leary,; because his cousin Dr-. Cassidy is doing' the -same kind of work" 
He hurriedly departed and returned with a man, 'within half an hour 
about 7:30 F.M., whom he introduced to me as Art O'Leaiy. Piquett 
thereupon requested me to show my fingertips., to OfLeaiy, which X did. 

0 Leary thereupon stated that his cousin. Dr. Cassidy, was doing the same 
kind .of work and he, O'Leaiy, had a customer, a Mr. Lane, right then 

'. for me, and they both urged; me to go with- them to do the work on Lane's 
fingertips,. I inquired whether, or not .it would be against the law, and was 
assured by both Louis Piquett and Art O'Leary that, it' was. not illegal, 
knowing that Piquett was advised of my position as a parole violator and 
knowing that .he had it in his power to report me to the • authorities * 
and . fearing that he would so .do if X objected, inasmuch as he had stated 
on several occasions that the authorities had inquired about me at his 
office, I was afraid, to refuse to do as -he and O'Leaiy wished. Mien I 
' inquired regarding compensation, O'Leaiy said "Xou won't have to woriy 
2ne/ m0ne7 f °' r your ' we ' ll see that you-' maize , the necessaiy ■ , ; 

. . * • Ei'iuett, 0'L.eaiy and myself left ray home shortly thereafter, 

at a,bout 7:45 Tjie three of las then proceeded, -Piouett driving* to ' 

one. of the better class hotels at Elgin, 111., the name, or address of which 

1 .do not remqmber. 1 could, however, again locate .this hotel, Louis 

Piquett .suggested- that, we, could do the work on lane for the gum of #100,. 
a^fing.:er, J and we would:', split the money three ways, one third 'for Himself, 
-that is, Louis Piquett, "one third for Arthur; O’Leary, andohe thiid for 
myself. Piquett, O’Leary: and myself -agreed to this arrangement* ' , 

r ‘ Opbn Our arrival at the hotel in Slgin, I was introduced to - 
Lane and hxs wife, Hhile 1 was in the hotel room with Piquett i O'Leaiy 
and Lane, I overheard Lane -ask for information concerning the killing of 
Parker 0* Morton. and ..Agent Graham, Morton was the main Government wi. these 
against Lane in; some case in the Federal Court, However, X .do not know' 1 
the connection of -Graham with'- the- government seivi&e-. , 
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We then started discussing the question of altering Lane’s 
* fing erprints - I requested the others to leave the room as I did not ..... 
desire. to discuss changing. of fingerprints with anyone, present except 
Lane and myself. After they stepped put of the room £ explained to Lane 
that there was hardly any pain connected therewith, and it would take 
about three weeks for the fingers to heal. Lane asked me what the price 
would be and I told him $1000. Thereupon he said that he. later- would 
’* have,. one hand worked on at a time. Piquett, O’Leary and Mrs. Lane came 

* back into the - room. Lane told them he would have the wOrk done later. 

Piquett -.had some law business to talk over 'With Lane apd asked me to step 
■ out of the room which I did. Shortly after this they drove me home. On 
r the way' home Art O’ ‘Leary asked why Lane did not have the work, done right 
away. I said, I did not know the reason but was sure Lane was anxious. 
to have his fingertips altered. Art O’Leary then said he would see to it 
that Lane would have the work- done soon. Before leaving Piquett said ”1 
*.• will see you in ny office tomorrow”. Fearing arrest for parols violation 
, %.£ 1 .Visited his office, I objected. Piquett, thereupon stated that he 

V' . ' would s.ee me within a couple of days at my home and -told me that he would 
have more, work of this kindfor mel , ' " 

' A few days after our visit to Lane’s room in an Elgin, Illinois ‘ 
hotel Mrs, Lane arranged to meet. , me at the, Louisville Hotel in Louisville, 

», Kentucky > on the, following day, for the purpose of changing the fingertips 
. , -‘of mr» Larie. Mr. and Mrs. Lane met me at the 'Louisville Hotel, Louisville, 

Kentucky at the appointed time, and took me. in- theif- car to the Mayflower ■- 
' r i ■ Apartments on Fifth Avenue* At that, place L changed the fingertips of- Mr; 

. \ Lane, hho was registered there as Doctor John B. Carver., Mrs.. 'Lane paid me 

$gQ0 at that time and promised to pay me an additional $2Q0 ; in three 
; weeks ? and the remaining ,$500 within a period of two months. The total. 

■amount which was to have been paid me for changing the fingertips of 
' William Elmer Ipade was $1000. The last two payments however were 
* , never, made to me. , • ’ , • , .. • ' ' ' . ' 

, ’*• - The day. following my return from Louisville j 'Kentucky, which • 

I believe, was May 28, 1934* O' 1 Leary and Piquett came to my home and .said 
that they had some important work for: me to dq, They stated that John; 
Dillinger and Homer Van M e ter wanted their faces altered and their finger- 
tips- changed. They told me that John Dillinger and Homer Van Meter would 
pay $5000 to have, this work performed on them. The total amount of the 
. , - consideration for the operations on John Dillinger and Homer Van Meter was 
$10,000;. It was agreed between Louis Piquett, Arthur O’Leary and myself 
that Piquett was to. receive' one -third .of -the total amount; O’Leary qnp third 
of the total' amount,' and, myself the. remaining third. O’Leary suggested that 
■Doctor Cassidy work together with me, and stay with' the patients after the 
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operations. It was .further agreed that Doctor Cassidy was to receive 
|l ? 200 for assisting me in, this work, and for caring for the, patients 
. after the operations were. performed. Piquett paid me $500 on the work , 
at the . time the , agreement was entered into'. On the same day, between. 

• 5 and 6 o’ clock in the evening, 0 l Leary came to my home and asked me' to,-- 
go, with him. At that time doctor Cassidy remained in front of my home in 
an automobile, The .automobile in which O’Leary and Cassidy came to my / 
home was a rented drive-it-yourself car. I had never, met Doctor Cassidy 
prior to that time. • Re drove to a place located approximately two blocks 
from 2509 North iC'rawfprd Avenue, Chicago,. Illinois.. O’Leaiy and myself 
: walked to 2509 N. -Crawford Avenue, Chicago./, together . factor Cassia 
followed in about five, minutes. . Vfe; were . admitted at the front door by" 
the owner who was introduced as "Jimmie". , I have since ascertained this 
man is identical’ with u ames ProTbasco'. On entering the parlor,' I immedi- 
ately recognized a man Sitting therein as being John Diliinger from news- 
paper photographs. I hav“e since been shown a group of photographs of 
John Diliinger and can positively; identify the mah sitting, in the -parlor 
' the above evening as being the same per sen as John Diliinger.* 

• ’ i . : J3illinger.> ..Cassidy and myself Went into a Small bedroom - 

to the left of the parlor, and Cassidy and' myself discussed the important 
changes "to be madein , the facial characteristics and fingertips of 
Diliinger. While I wag in the bathroom washing my hands, Cassidy gave 
.ether so recklessly and profusely to Diliinger that when I re-entered the ' 

' ■ -bedroom, I saw that Billing^r was not breathing. Cassidy Stood. helpless 
wringing Ms hands. - . Without forethought, and as I ; had been trained and 
.■ had repeatedly done before^ during many operations, T immediately' gripped 
1 Diliinger’ s tongue with a hemOstat, forcefully pulled it out, at the’ same, 

tame forcing his elbows into his ribs. Immediately Diliinger gasped and 
again began to. breathe. v Thereafter, a local anaesthetic only was used. 
/Cassidy and 1. removed a small scar between the nose, and the upper lip,._ and 
we operated on-the dimple in fillinger’s chin for ths purpose of removing 
it. ftexfc we removed -two. moles from between Diliinger’ s eyes and one from . 
the left .forehead, le also removed .a small depression from the bridge of; 
Diliinger’ s nose k •*. ” - . ' . ' V ... ■' 

. . While we were, working on Diliinger j O’Leary wag in :and . out 
- of the bedroom, ; Prabascp was in the house but. did not come into the bed- 
room, I saw no one else at the. house. I left Cassidy still working oh- 
Diliinger, O’Leary was still' in the house.* Probasco led me out of the 

front door. It was not yet dark and about 7 P.’SI. Before leaving - 

- /O’Leaiy. saioLto me* ■ * "X vull. see' - you in.a day or two" , I went home - , / ■ 

alone, ' 


' § 


* 7 - 


»- Approximately May 30, 1934> ^ ‘Leary . picked me up at my 
;• home, 536 Wrightwood Avenue, and he again assured me. that the • : 

V. chan'giug of fingertip^ and facial charaetefistics .’vras hot 'against •' 

• . ; ' /'. the iau. ''We again proceeded to -2509 North CrawfordAvenue, arriving > 

; about 9 P»5>W, and were again admitted by lames Probasco. I saw there ;• 

, Hillinger, Cassidy and & man oho I then recognised from newspaper 
4 . photographs as Homer Van Meter. I have since been shown a large photo- . 

graph Of Van Meter by Special Agent H. B. Hollis and I. positively identify' 

. the man 1 met in Probasco:’ s house as being the same person as Homer ' 

Van Meter. In the small hall .behind the parlor I saw a woman whom I , 

. have recently seen and talked to and can positively identify as the Same 

• ;persop as'Margaret ^Peggy) loyle^Hrobagop^s-'hpuseheeper;.'. We thereupon : 

examined ana discussed changes to be made on Van Meter’s and Hillinger’ s 
fingertips and facial characteristics , and immediately . went td work, 
altering Van Meter and Hillihger's fingertip Structures. I and Hr. 

’ Cassidy then operated on Van Meter's nose for the purpose of removing the 

hump on it and we likewise removed a portion of the tip of the 'nose to 
shorten it* ^.Cassidy and 1 removed a wedge of the lower lip to reduce its- 
thickness, .While the work was being done ? v 0 * Leary , probasco and the one not 1 
£V*'. . being worked- upon -consultedl . together, in the- kitchen., where. Margaret -Hoyle I'Y 
. v-i. remained, .Before IJ left Cassidy and 1 attempted to remove a large tattoo. 

. ■ . • mark from Van Meter's right forearm. We also lifted Hillinger' s face, by 
: 1 removing a long strip Of skin from each cheek, below each ear; Probasco 

.showed me out the hack door, and in passing through the kitchen J saw 
Hillinger, O'Leary and "Peggy 11 Hoyle sitting about the table, talking. .11 .. 
. •/ went home. alone. • , „• Y . ‘ -.11,. * , . 

• ■ , , /■'. ;\ Y ; Hillinger . and ,to a' heater extent ,\V^ Meter,’ took morphineV ... ! . ' • 

'■Y , , • tablets, by mouth 1 ^hile: ; . they were Ijeing, worked any Yind on seeing ^ that YhelrY 

morphine supply was almost exhausted^. told .Cassidy that they needed more 
; v /: Yqon. Van. - Meter maiiifhsted Symptoms Of an- addict or. a potential ’addict, 

• V ’ We. also -attempted to . remove a scar -on Van Meter’s, forehead, extending into 

the scalp.. , '■ '/•’ . - .. - ... ■ ' - , 

. .. - V - ; "Y" ,-X now repair that O’ Leaiy called John Hillinger "Johnnie” Y •: 

„ •; ' and called Homer, .Vanmeter "VanJ'*'/Y' ’Y : ’-f- . Y/Y'Y .’V+.Y 

' ,Y , / . About - five "days; later, Piquett .and O ' Leaxfc. came to my home 

- ’ and Piquett stated that he had talked to Hillinger and Van Meter and 

they were dissatisfied with the work done On them. He then told me to be 
at 2509 Morth -Crawford Avenue the following evening for the purpose of 
. • - correcting the changes that had been made on Hillinger and Van Meter. - I , - 

- '•! - told him I was not going. anywhere until I had collected ,s$jr money. Piquett - ■ 
. , .. *and H* Leary then left. Piquett came back shortly and gave me §lj700. 

.. 1- told him; this- wab not ’my full cut whereupon he sail "You got :§1,000 from 

• ' bane and did not split, it . with, us so We took our cut in the Lane money 

out of your cut in the Hillinger, Van Meter money !t . 1 answered that ; J 
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■ , I received only $300 from Meade and not. $1,000. He answered: 

"Well, I haven't' got the money anyway, because I*m borrowing and stealing 
to go north and .quash the indictment -in Wisconsin." 1 understand the 
indictment pending against Pique tt charged him with the sale of securities 
’ in that State without a license. Before O'Leary left 1 again questioned them 

as to the legality of the entire business, Ihey assured me it was legal 
and stated further "It will he healthy for you to go" . 

The following evening, by prearrangement, I met O'Leary . - 
at North Avenue and Clark Street and/ together we went to 2509 North 
- ' ‘ Crawford Avenue, 'Chicago » . When we entered the front door, Oillinger 

; ', / was in the parlor. Van Meter, Probasco, Peggy 'Doyle and Piquett were . - * 

in the- kitchen. ' ■ • - -V ' i . . 

/• I examined Dillinger and suggested additional changes ' - „ 

. that could be made on his face and fingertips. Di lling er was very much 
dissatisfied .with Cassidy and myself and quickly joined the others 
in the kitchen." i ‘ / , • • ; * . . • ' ' . 

• / ■ / ; . . %ils we ;wefe working- on Van-Meter., he questioned ;me as to ' 

•-* whether the fingertips would show large scars or whether they would be • ' 
replaced by different structure, adding that the change -would not be worth'" • 
a nickel if the pattern, only showed scars, he likewise told us he wanted - 
the fingertips of his "old woman" Mary Comforti changed. Van Meter 
was likewise greatly/ dissatisfied with the work done, inasmuch as the 
. lower lip was only .slightly altered, and the bridge of the nose, changed not 
- .V * a^f all., I desire- id here state that the tip., of Van Meter's nose would / 
undoubtedly fill in as before and the lower lip likewise fill out to its 
/ ,' ' / former size. Our efforts' to remove tiie tattoo mark 6n' Van. Meter's arm 

• ■ was an absolute failure and undoubtedly respited .in a large scar in addition / 

to the tattoo.; I have Marked 1 out on a fingerprint 'card for the. D.. S. . . ' . 

. 1 -Pepartment of Justice.," the 'exact changes made on Van Meter's fingertips. 

. Van meter went back to the kitchen and shortly thereafter 
Dillinger and Van Meter came back, walked up to me with sub-machine guns • : 

■ t in their hands, which • they. ppinted. at me, and threatened to kill me if •£• 

/•**• “ - divulged to anyone, anjrtihing I had seen or done at this house.' At this/ 

. moment the doorbell rang, and Dillinger and Van Meter ceased threatening 

mfe> Probasco let in a young man whom they greeted. I immediately recognized ' 
him from newspaper photographs as being "Baby Face:" Nelson. I have since 
/ . been shorn several photographs -and positively identify the young man who , 

entered the residence of Probasco as being the, Same person as Lester M* ■ :■ • 

• - Lillis alias '•‘‘Baby Face"- Nelson. Nelson had in his hand a -drum' of machine 
/ . gun bullet's. ••'Piquett joined us. in the parlor. Piquett,. Dfllinger, Van Meter 
'and Nelson then joined Art O'Leary, Peggy Doyle., and Probasco in the ' 

• kitchen. ' I hurriedly persuaded Dr. Cassidy to let- me -out of the front door. 

- " • WhiGh -he did. The others Weie Still in the house when I left.' 5 ,*/ 
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Expecting I might be. followed and killed, I took -a round- ' 

• . about, way home. Shortly after I. arrived home, Piquetb called there An. 

‘ person and inquired if 1 1 had.seenArtO'Leaiy. lanswered that X had, 

but came near not seeing rarybody, after that, referring jbo the guns • . . 

pointed at me by Dlllinger and Van Meter, which incident I told Piquett about., 

... I believe that Hiquett called on me to see. if I had notified the authorities. 

t wish to state further that on my third visit to the address 
25Q9 North Crawford, ^ overheard homer Van Meter tell O'Leary, that he . 

• ' = ■ was .shortly goinl-^tb kill the; garage man- at Waterloo,; Iowa, who was " 

( responsible for 'turning inlomny. Carroll.,' j •' • 

I how recall that after the third visit to 2509 North 
Crawford Avenue,, Art O'Leary .came .to ny place at 536 Wrightwood, 

, Chicago, Illinois .and requested that I go to 2509 North Crawford again., • 

I told him that I would not go to 2509 North Crawford or any other place,, 
/regardless .of what hapjpened to.inej later., I positively refused to go with ’/ . 

='/■"• :- him and never did go with, him after that. . O’Leary informed me after my ... ■ . 

* . ' refusal that I would soon b®.. machine-gunned, O-’Lehry further .stating • ' > 
v- '-that if I was not going with toia. had’idl 
meet some of the boys end the place where he was to meet them, was'/ ■/_ 

' V several hours run bbuth of Chicago.., He also told me that he* usually met the 
boys between midnight and 4*00 A.il. /■' • . 

. *’ /*•-" I have ' seen Pique tt , a - number , -of times since then, usually ’ ' 

' ' ' in the evenings. The conversations between, PiqUe tt- and myself usually „ • 

'? "•*> 'for .wqrk - • ; ' 

\ Van Meter, ** 1 generally in,et Xiqubtt on Clark St. . J near Wrightwood Avenue', 

, and he promised me faithfully that he would pay. me this money.- •* ... - 

Not having .nepeived all compensation from Meade for the work 
.. ' -. . I had done, on his fingertips* -1. went: to. Louisville, Ky, on June 21, 193 4 » 

' - V and discovered that he had. moved from the Mayflower Apartments twelve. ? i 

days, before and disappeared. -I .have not seen him since. . 

•I recall that -chile 1 was visiting at 2509 North Crawford Avenue - 
Or. Cassidy told, me he was residing there* He was doing, sb in - order to r*’ 
surgically take care of Dillinger and Van Meter. ■ On all my visits to , /•- . ■ /; 

2509 North Crawford Ave.- I. noticed machine guns in the house. There generally 




was one in. the /bureau, drawer in the bedroom, off , the parlor, one under the 
bedclothes .on the bed therein, and one generally on the divan in the par- 
lor. No effort was made to conceal these guns. Dillinger and Van Meter - 
carried automatics under their belts, which were quite noticeable. Bullet*- 
, proof vests likewise were, about the' house. . . ■ ' 

I desire to .here state that before X took any action in the * 
matters mentioned herein, X did, on several occasions question Louis 
Piquett whom X knew to be an attorney at law and Art 0* Leary who was in- 
troduced to me as being connected with Piqueit’slaw office and was assured 
by both, of them -that there was nothing illegal in changing of facial 
characteristics and fingertip • structures, of Lane alias William 'Elmer Meade, 
Dillinger or Van Meter.. ‘ - v . . - /. - ' 

I ' . ■, - ' ' • - .. 

After ny last visit to 2509 North Crawford, when I was ' ■ • , ' 

threatened by Dillinger and Van Meter with machine guns, I feared that ' 
I would be killed if X notified the authorities. Likewise, after ; I had 
slipped out the front , door, that evening, X felt certain that Dilling er, 

Van -Meter, Piquett and the rest would fear that X -would notify the authori- 
ties and I felt certain that they would immediately and permanently ’leave 
the house, thereby preventing their being ' trapped. . Great fear for iiy life . 
prevented me from informing the authorities personally and immediately,' but 
seven to ten days after ny last -visit, to 2509 North Crawford, I finally " 
decided to notify the authorities and thereupon wrote an anonymous letter 
to Melvin H, Purvis, Special Agent in Charge, Division of Investigation, , 
tJ. S. Department of Justice, Chicago, advising him of the fact that Arthur 
Q Leary was a contact man between lawyers and criminals,, especially William 
,.E; Meade, and informed him Of the danger to the lives of Agent Graham, and 
Mr, Morton. X likewise-provided information Where O'Leaxy could be located 
A few days later I wrote an anonymous letter to Mr.Hoover, Division Of * 
Investigation,, 0. S. Department of Justice, Washington,^. G. and provided 
him with the information I had already Written to %. /Purvis. I added the, 
information that the address 2509 North Crawford Avenue, Chicago, 

Illinois, was used as a hangout for 'bank robbers, etc. 

'« ■ -‘.v I desire to state that it was at ny. own suggestion that I 

pointed but the exact changes made in /the' fingertip structures - of Meade ‘ 
and Van Me ter,,, thereby nullifying the value of these changes and making . • 

identification as easy as before the changes were made . /There wSre : no 
changes, of Meade 1 s facial characteristics, - , 
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In 1893, when I was 16 years of age, By father, Earl Loeser, - . 

. became, a naturalised citizen of the United States at AvQca, Iowa* •• I 
i^refore. behame a citizen ,of ‘ the. -Uni ted States ty an Act, of Congress*. *" ■ 

In W 30 years of practice as physician and surgeon I have 
never been convicted, indicted or even suspected of taking care of 
criminals or , of performing criminal abortions, excepting in this 
.. ■ particular matter in question in this statement. If given a square deal 

■ ' and a chance to live out By parole . on the narcotic charge mentioned at 

; , the beginning, of this- statement, and if given the opportunity to go strsdght . 

. I will never again' engage.; in any plastic sprgery or the. .changing of 
fingertip 'structures.. . • /• • .. , : 

, - I will plead guilty to any charge ■which may be placed a gain st 

me, which directly results from my conduct in altering the facial 
; characteristics and fingertip, structures of John fillinger, Homer Van ^eter 
•. ' 'or William Elmer ;^eade: . ; v \ .. -• . \ • t 

: ' ' ; ; I; have Seen. Arthur W. O'Leaiy ' and Doctor harold B.emard ■ - ; , ... 

-- Cassity in the Chicago: Office of the Division Of investigation; United. . 
v ’ ■ States Department of Justice, and. positively state that said individuals 
. are. those to whom I have referred in this statement. 

, . If statements contained herein differ in any way from, vihat 
I may have .made hitherto, I desire to state that this entire statement has 
' ...been made after long consideration and reflection . -I made the, 'above ‘ * 

' statement of ny own free will to V. mi Peterson and R*L. Jones,: Special l v : 
- - - Agents of the Division of Investigation, United States Department- of Justice.'”. 

I have read the statement in its entirety, and understand its contents, 

‘ : end hereby sign ny name to vouch for its truth. ,1 further state that no 

• ,, '■ threats or promises of any nature have been made to me., . t -‘ , 

• t ;, '• . Vv ■ (sj DR. VtlLHELId LOESER • " 

' Witnesses:. . • ‘ • '■* ‘ • , -f •' ; ; • , > ; / 

. . V. I. PETERSON,' Special Agent* ", .,V V" - 1 •• : •* ,, . 

‘ -• '"Division of Investigation, . 1 -V ■- ' ' >..*,• 

, ' United States Department of Justice. ‘ t • V , 

. - Subscribed and sworn .to before 

•• E * D. JONES, Special Agent, me this 31st day of August at 

, Division of Investigation, . . . - ' Chicago,, Illinois, 

. United States Department of Justice. : -,v. , v -. . - . , - 

: •, ■ / ■_ , - ;• ’ ’ HELEN DONKEL, . .• *;'• 

. ’ .’. s . .. r Notaty 'Public « ■’ •- '■ 
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Chicago, Illinois 
August 30, 1934 


I, ,BR» HAROLD BERNARD CASSIDY, make the following sworn 
. statement to Special Agents T. J« Connor and S. K. McKee, of the 
division of Investigation, Ifaited States Department of Justice,, 
voluntarily, without any threat or promise of reward, and r6&ize 
that it may be used against me-, 

, I was born at Port Washington, Wisconsin, on February 19, 1. 

1902, %■ parents were James and Jennie Cassidy, my father now be- 
ing deceased, mother presently resides at 1830 Lawrence Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois, with ny brother,. John P, Cassidy, and ny sister, _ 
Georgia Cassidy. I have a see° n d. sister, Mrs, Sutton Reynolds, Who 
resides at 1915 Poster Avenue., Chicago, Illinois,. I married Frieda 
Rettig, of Chicago , Illinois . in 1920. There was Ope child by this 

marriage,' whose name is[ I i/y wife divorced 

me in 1926 in Chicago, Illinois, and I do not know her present ad- 
dress. ’/ „V . ' ; -.\V ,/ 

' - I attended Of aae Junior College,, Chicago, Illinois, gTa- \ . 
duating in 1922. I later attended the medical school of the Dniversi- 
ty of Illinois at Chicago, Illinois, receiving a B,S, Degree in 1924 
and a M.D. Degree in 192?*. I interned for one year at the State of 
Wisconsin General Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin. . I maintained an 
office in connection with the practice of' medicine at 1123 Argyle Street, 
Chicago, Illinois,, for' the approximate period of 1927- to. 1936., From 
1936 to 1932 iy office address was 1956 Irving Park Boulevard., Chicago,. 
Illinois, During a portion of 1932 and 1933 I did not practice medicine 
due to the fact that X was laid up with pneumonia. I returned 
to, the practice of medicine duping the Fall of 1933, and' at that time 
had ah office at 4175 Irving Park Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois, where 
I was associated: with Dr. Charles R. lye. 

I . have known. Arthur W. O’Leapy for about four or five years. '■ 

I was introduced to him ty W uncle, Thomas R. Reid. I have: been 
the O’Leary family physician s.ihce the time I became acquainted with 
Arthur W". O’Leary* 

On the morning of Monday, May 2$, 1934, Art O’Leaiy got 
in touch with me at the 111.7 North Dearborn Apartments, where I 
was visiting one Sam Friedman, and asked me to see him in his . 
apartment at the Lincoln Park Arms Hotel, 273$ Pine Grove Avenue, .’. 

Chicago , ' Illinois, at about 4 P»M. on the same afternoon* - 

$ copies , , a 
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to the hotel at' that time and he asked me to return at about 5t3Q 
P.M* which I did. At this time O’Leary told me that he had : 
obtained a doctor to operate on the face of a man who was pretty 
"hot" at that time. He said he would like to have me go along with 
him for the purpose of seeing if the doctor’ understood the nature 
of the work to be performed. O’Leary stated that he wanted to be _ 
protected in connection with the ability Of the doctor tp do the 
work in question. I agreed to do what, he waited, and he at that 
time .gave me 1600.00. At this time 0 ’ Leary also told jne to get some 
gauze, adhesive tape and iodine, and to meet him at his apartment 
at about 7:30 P.TvL I secured the supplies' he wanted and met him . 
at his apartment at the appointed time. 

O’Leary drove me in a rented car some three or four- blocks 
from hi s .home., where he picked up a man whom he introduced- to me as 
1, Do.c% We then drove in a westward direction for some distance, when 
’'Doc" left the car., I believe for the purpose of securing some addi- 
tional. -medical supplies.. Art and I continued without him and went 
to a house located at 2509 North Crawford Avenue.,. Chicago, Illinois. 

We were admitted . to this house by an old man, whom I later learned 
was named Probasco. Probasco introduced me to a man by the name of 
John whom I recognized as John Dij-linger. The man known as n Doc n :• 
and whom I have been told is named. Hr, Looser, came to the house a 
short .‘time later; -He examined Dillinger -and decided to operate at 
once. At this time there were present Probasco, a heavy set woman , 
named Peggy, O’Leary, Dillinger and- nyself . Dr. Loeser asked Dillinger 
what kind of an anaesthetic he wanted, and Dillinger told him that- he . r 
wanted to. be put -to sleep. I was selected to administer the anaes- 
thetic and I used ether. Dillinger took the ether- with difficulty, 
and eventually ceased to breathe. , Dr, Loeser grasped his tongue with 
a forceps, and resorted to artificial respiration, to which Dillinger. 
responded. Dr. Loeser removed a mole from a spot between Dillinger’ s 
eyebrows, attempted to •.remove a dimple in-. his chin, and made some - ,. 
sort of an incision on* his posO. In addition, catgut stitches were 
taken in both of 'Dillinger,’ s cheeks in an apparent effort to create 
a different facial expression. Dr. Loeser finished his work and, 
applied dressings. Di*. - Loeser decided that it. would- be necessary 
for. someone to remain with Dillinger until his condition improved. 

He stated that he had urgent work to do ‘and therefore could not 
remain, and It was decided that 1. stay. I, remained at the house 
v until the following Saturday, which, as. I remember, was a. period 
of about six days. During the time I was there I heard -Dillinger . 
on several occasions, express dissatisfaction With the work which - _ * 

. had been done on his. face, he stating that .hiS: facial appearance 
had not been changed. * 
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The day following the operations - Dr. Loeser returned .to , \ 

the house and dressed the incisions*. He returned several times ’ 
during the following six day period for the purpose of applying 
dressing’s and noting Dill i nger’ s progress. On Saturday, June 2, • 

1934, I understood the entire matter was concluded and I left 
Probasco's house. - ' -- 

. . ” On the following day> June 3 f. 19 34> 1 was in the apart-; ■ 
ment .pf ny uncle, Thomas $4 Reid, at the Lincoln Park Arms Hotel, " ’ ' • • 
Sleeping when Arthur ,W. O’Leaiy came to the apartment, and told me 
“1 to go hack to Probasco^s house as there was some more work: to do, 

; hy uncle was not in the house at this time and O’Leary and I had 

secured the. key to hi& apartment from the* clerk at the hotel.. I ; 

‘ told O^Leaiy that I did not want to have anything more to do with 
such business and refused to go. back to Probasco ’ s house. . - I went 
back to sleep and a little later Louis P. Pique tt came into the \ ; 
apartment, the door being unlocked, and woke me. up. After throw- 
ing a roll of bills of Small denOmin aiions ~ in the bed, Louis Pique tt ; 
said to me, "There is$600. Go on back out there for another week.” 

X went hack to sleep, but that night, June 3, 1934> 1 returned to 
Probasco’s house. At this time Probasco, Peggy, John Dillinger, . - 
Louis Piquetty and a man- whom. I was told was Homer Van Meter, were \ . 

.at the house in addition to Dr* Loeser. Dillinger was dissatisfied 
with his; .surgical, work,’ and' Dr, Looser at this time made a few ’ .• 

.alterations without the use of an - anaesthetic; Dr, Loeser, at this* 
time also did some work on Dillinger* s fingers, the method of which 
I did not know for the reason that Dr. Loeser would not permit any- 
body to observe what was ' going on . = This particular work was done 
" in the small bedroom with only Dillinger and Dr, Loeser present. 

It was on the night of dune 3, 1934 that I observed Louis Pique tt, 
Arthur W. 0*Leary, Homer ^Vian’ Meter and John Dillinger go into a 
bedroom in the house of f robasco and I assume from their actions 
that money was being passed, although I did not see any money*. ’ 

On this same' night operations were, performed by Drd Loeser .'/• . 

" on Homer Van Meter for the purpose of altering his facial appearance* 
There was an incision on his forehead near the scalp line to remove 
a scSr, an incision on his noseband also an incision on his lower- 
, lip. ■ Oh this same night Dr, Looser also did some work on the fingers 
Of Homer Van JJeter,. hut as in the case of Dillinger, he* did . not per- 
mit aiyohe to; be present,, at the- time he' did 'the Work* X. remained at. 
Probasco's home the majority of tie time" for. the period of the folldwig 
week after Van' Meter's operations. -• . - • •. 

During the two week, period I was at this house, there were 
numerous Visitors, but, all of these persons came to the rear door 
and were admitted by Probasco* vho talked to them in the kitchen with-* ..- 





r out -letting anyone, see them. It should be stated here, that during . 
the times Then visitors came to the house, .1 took precautions 
that they should not see me. I' imagine that these visitors came 
to the house in order to purchase alcohol, as I heard Probasco "" ;• 

receive orders for alcohol over the telephone'. During the entire 
period 1 was at this . house the woman named Peggy, who was living 
with probasco., prepared meals for. herself, Probasco, Dillinger, 

Van uSeter and me. ' ; . ■ " 

Louis Piquett also came to the house of Probasco, 2509 : 

North Crawford Avenue, Chicago, on several occasions in addition •' - 
to the time he was there on June % 1934, vhen money apparently ' 
was paid by Dillinger and Van Meter to Louis Piquett.. and 0‘Leary • 
in. the bedroom as indicated above,. , " • - 

< .... . . About two or three weeks after 1 left the Probasco home- 

1 received a telephone call from Probasco at the Albion Shore Hotel, 
where I was living at the time. He . told me he .had been trying to get 
; in touch with me for a day or two, saying; that;' someone had been in- ‘ 
jured and as he had not been .able to reach me, he had been forced, to 
. furnish first aid treatment to , this person with the assistance of ' - 
Peggy. He asked me to come right over to; his house. I went to the 
house. .At this time „ Peggy Art 0 -Leary, and Probasco were present. 
Probasco said that Van Meter had a wound in the head, and that he, 

: Probasco, had taken care of it as best he could.- At this time he ' 

-told he had pulled out hairs from the "wounded area with, the use of. a 
’ pair of forceps. He also -stated in a bragging manner, that he- • ' 

was a doctor hxmself. . 0* Leary left the. house shortly after my arrival,, 
and I remained for about one hour, but as Van Meter did not nut in an 
, appearance I left. -- . " - " ■ ' . 


On the following day I returned, to the house and found 
Van Meter there. He had -a scalp wound on the right side of his ' 
head over theright parietal region, which may have been caused by- 
a bullet. I gave him an- infection of ;1^5O0 -units of tetanus serum. 

Van Meter did not tell me. how long he had had this wound', or how ’■ / . 
he had [received it. He, also wanted to know if - the wound had "been ' * •" 
properly treated up until that time, • ' ' ' • .. -| 


Several days later Probasco got in touch with, me by telephone 
■ at the Albion Shore Hotel, where I was. still living, and asked- me to 
Vah'_aeter.\ He, told- me to go to- the south end oi the 

iaf Miter 

met me in an automobile and drove me to a small house located- near 
Hammond, Indiana. There were, two women and. one 'man at this house at. ’ 
the . time we arrived there in addition to Van Meter, and nyself. Photo- 
graphs of William F. Finerty, Ella Finerty, and Marie Marion Comfort! - 

have been displayed to me by Special Agent S. K, McKee and I have . idea- - 
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. . tified these photographs as. those of the tiro women and man -who were 

. ; at this house at the' time Van Meter and I arrived there. At. this. time 

I ^merelyvexamined hia tound. in order to ; see it , if' was progressing - 
' in a. satisfactory manner. y J 

Several days later I again went to this house, travelling 
via the Illinois Central Railroad-, and reaching the house in accord- 
- • ance with the directions furnished by: Van /Vie ter. I again looked at , 

. - his wound and Saw- that he .was . getting along all right. . Shortly there*- ^ 

■ \ ' after, I had dinner at Art O’Leary’s home,' end that same evening - : .. .. ; 

y'/’-' 0 Jiiea 3 *y and. I 1 went to tiie- .housa neap Hammond, Indiana, Jyiher & Van -Meier . ' 

/ y I*” - . was Staying*. I ag'ain . . looked at his' head’ and .noted ’ that. the,, condition / ... y • y 
■ . - 1 • was: satisfactory. .„ We remained at' the hdnSS' only- a' short, time-. V 0$'. i . . ;•*'.* • 

this evening Q’ueajy gave me, f 250 in hills of small denoimlnation? * 
for having treated Van Meter* s head wotind* -This trip was made in 
O'Leary's Ford- Sedan.. 

7 \ : . . . • , At the . time 1’ -received this money I understood that it had 

, 4 ’ /h ' come -fpom. either Van M^ten- or Dillinger. .' * ’y; y . . y. 7 

V. . ’ After 1 , had received the -^2FQ.’ for -treating 'Van Biehery ’< 

V" ; .. O'Leary .and, I drove; to the liarry Bums 'Mot dr Sales on Irving Park • 

Boulevard in Chicago, Illinois, where 1 purchased' a Ford Roadster , 

•, •' with the_jsmey i had just received., This car 'was purchased in the ■ 

• name of O'Leary,,. O’Leary's daughter# and the mortgage note for 

the remainder of the payment on this car was signed by Art , u ' Leary. * ' ; . t 

> /'■;{. ' vl-.made 'ond more visit to th,e house near Hammond.,; Indiana,., for. the"; y? ... . 

- ■ " - purpose of - seeing Van, Meter, .and this trip. was. mads in ny Ford Road- . X ... ' • , y 
■- .. ster in aompaoy .with 0* Leary*' 5 ; At -this -time -the sa^.two! women .and- ‘Xy 

man wSre at the housed - I observed that Van . Meter* s W°und' had'- healed ■ 

" •« .- end told -him .‘it would. not:he necessary for me! to come’ bacy again. 1 , • *. /- t - . 

. » : :. While I tas- treating Van Meter I moved from the Albion . .. 

: . Shore Hotel to the Commonwealth Hotel, which is located on Pine Grove \ 

. , * - - 'X Avenue' in. the imme,diste vicinity,, of the Lincoln- Fark Arms Hotel, .l. - .; ’ 

'-h-'; 'was • living, -at'.- ttie Commonwealth' Hotel under '-the' 'name of J^ep-. -Murplby. r * •/, • ’ •; ; 

•j ^ After. ^ ^ John Biliinger' was killed I; read- in ihe news, ^paper'm-ihat^ ^ the 'V ... 
, - .authorities were. loOkihg for two doctors and another man in connect'- l. 1 ' - 

■' wion with the . operations which had been performed on Dilllnger 1 s face . ■ 

for the purpose of altering his appearance. I checked out of the - -- - . : - 
V - - - Common?realth Hotel several days after Dillinger was killed. Art .- . ’ : 

- - hO-\Le^’.a4d.'X,^ent' ou'^>vtojdbhile\-^p/thi»^^ Illinois and Wig- .' : ... 

' , ' •> A . consin, O'Leary driving' his Ford Sedan, while I drove fly Ford Road- ’ . ;h. 

-• . '■ ster-. .^..1 left. O’Leary .at %disony Wisconsin, 'on August l2y l-934j- uf tot ,,h - .... . 

■ : he had been joined by. his family* ' "I told him that I wanted to' go. on a v;; > " g; 
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fishing trip, and he suggested .that' I go to Stevens Squaw Lake Resort 
‘ near %c du Hambeau, Wisconsin,; telling' me at this time that he had 
, „ been there 'recently, and that it nas a nice place. I remained at 
this resopt, until August 29, 1934*' I lived at Stevens Squaw Lake 
Resort under the name of Harry Gass, and had an. understanding Tilth 
Art O'Leaiy that he could contact me through that n ame , % • 

I wish to state, here that for some considerable period of 
.time prior. to the time the operations, were performed on John hi .1 iln ~ 

• ger and Homer Vanlfeter, I -had been living at various places. 

under Various aliases, because of financial., difficulties. with ny, *- 
ex-wife,, : : ' • / ' ■ , • . ; •' • ' ' ^ ' .. ' . •" ’ . 

I have read the foregoing statement and know the contents 
of same to be the truth, and to he composed of substance furnished 

by me , • . - ' . • 

, .. • - ■ V. (Sidled) pAROLD BERNARD CASSIDY - ’ ' 

Witnesses*. ’ ' »' -* ' ' ; 

, ■ I. J. CONNOR, ' / v V V"- "•’/ 

Special Agent,. . , • ' • - _ , _ • 

division of Investigation, r , : 

'.,U, S., Department of Justice, . - . * -< . J-. 

- ‘ S. K. MqKBE,- ' ’■ .. ' . ’.■> ■ y 

Special Agent, ; - • v ;,- - : „• “• ' .*'■ , '■ •. 

•division- of Investigation, v - 1 ' . /•' 

U. S.. Department of Justice, , - ' • ; • 

Subscribed and sworn to before me ^this - •_ ’ 

3.0th day of August, 1934 at, Chicago, , . ' ‘ • , • , • •: - 

Illinois,'' •• •* * : 

, - ■ ; .;helm.dhh^- y\ >. -T y y\-. •;;.>//• ’*• - ■ , ' 1 - 

; Notary Public ‘ '• ' " ' ." - 
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Chicago, Illinois, 
August. 31, 1934« - 


I, Arthur O’Leaiy, make the following sworn statement to 
Special Agents S* K* McKee and V # V. Peterson of the Division, • 
of Investigation, United. States Department of Justice, voluntarily, 
without any threat or promise of reward, and realize that it may he 
used against me.. • .• ' 

I was horn, at Parnell, Iowa on April 3, 1394, and married .. 
Grace Kahat of Dubuque , Iowa, Ma rch 31. 1917* - at Prf tvtp ,r?p Chien, 


'Wisconsin, and have two children. 


age 15, and 


J< 


age 14. 
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during the month of January, 1934, I obtained employment 
from Mr. Louis Piquett, Attorney at Daw, with -offices at 22S North J . 

Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois, as an investigator* Prior to that 
lime I was affiliated with lie. Piquett in .selling equities in a . 
lime' kiln known as the Penns jl-vania. Lime' Company, incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Delaware I helievei ;$he kiln was located 
at Terry Hill, Pennsylvania. ;This was for a period of about three 
months, June, July and- August. of 1933# . v "'. - • ’ ' -y 

I first met lohn .Dillinger while he Was in. custody at : . 

Crowa Point, Ladiana, when Louis Piquett requested me. to go with 1 
him to Crown Point, to see Dillinger. We saw him on this occasion 
and discussed with him his defense in connection with- the: murder 
charge on which he was being held. The next time 1 saw Dillinger 
was about three weeks after he escaped, from Crown Point, Indiana, 
and I have been informed that he escaped March 3, 1934* On this 
occasion Dillinger called Mr.- Piquett 's office ty telephone. 

Piquett was not there and I accepted the call . Dillinger r eque sted ■ • ■ 
me to meet him outside of. the building on. Wacker Drive, which I did. 
He was. with Evelyn Frechette at that time in a five passenger black- 
. Ford Sedan. • The subject of discussion On this occasion. was the 
; matter of Obtaining a 'divorce for Evelyn Frechette from her husband 
: who was serving a sentence in : some penitentiary the husband’s, .. . '/.• 

- -name being Sparks . ' •. 1 - 

I next, saw Dillinger about two Weeks later, 'after Evelyn ' 
Frechette had been arrested and f have been advised that she was 
arrested in Chicago oh April 7 or 8, 1934* I -met Dillinger on this ... 
Occasion after he had called me at Sir. Piquett’ s office by 
telephone and requested that I meet hi® at Homan and Madison Streets 
in! Chicago which I did. Be talked to me about retaining Mr. Piquett 
as an. attorney to defend Evelyn Frechette on charges of ■; harboring . V/, 
a fugitive - that is, himself , John Dillinger, in. Federal Court • / 
in St. Paul, Mi n n esota. •• I advised Dillinger at this time that 
Piquett would employ lawyers to represent Evelyn Frechette in her 
trial at, St. Paul arid that Piquett would assist in the case. . 
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.. _r advised piquett of this meeting and the results, where- 
, upon Piquett asked about the fee, stating, that he could not go to 
. ®t» Paul and nepres.ent her. or have other attorneys- represent her with?? 

‘ - . out money and asked, if I had; discussed this with, Pillinger. l ad- : 

vised him -that I had not. Piquett' advised me that itwould cost;.,' - v . 

. , Pillinger #500 to defend Evelyn Frechette oh the charge - of harbor-* ' 
ing a fugitive - John ^illihger, ' in federal .Court, ‘ ' ' - . ' 

A few days prior to Pillihger’ s escape from Federal Officers at 
kittle Bohemia, which, was on April 22, 1934, 1 again met Pillinger in 
Chicago at Sacramento Boulevard and 1000, North, and hold him that 
Piquett would not defend Evelyn Freohette unless the sum of #500 was / • ■ ’ 
paid, ■ and P i l l in ger at that time handed to $e #500 in ten and twenty'. : ' 

. . .’ dollar bills. 1 kept one-third of this amount and gave thehalance to 

.PiquettI -/'.'-V • - ;■ ' 

Several weeks after Pillinger’ s escape at Little Bohemia, 

:• Wisconsin, on April 22, ?1934> I met PillingeV at Sacramento and V..' . / ' 

Augusta Boulevards, and discussed with him the question er Evelyn ‘ . 

, Frechette’s appeal. Prior to this meeting with pillinger, he called : .. . v , 1 
me by telephone at Piquett’ s office and requested thir.l meet him at 
the designated: place late in the afternoon.; ■„ . . T “ ' 

I again met Pillinger, py agreement with him over the : 

• ! telephone, during the latter part of May* 1934, at Sacramento' ' : 

.• • oulevard and North Avenue,, as I recall it, or in that approximate 

vicinily, on the Northwest side of Chicago. ■ 0n this meeting John ' • - ” ' 

Pillinger discussed' with me the possibility of having ‘an operation 
- . performed on his face to change his appearance, and asked, whether I ' - ‘f. . 

knev/ a doctor who could perform, such an .operation,- . I told him that >f ' \ ' 

X would find out if X could, locate a doctor Who -could and would do • \ 

that work for him. I returned to Piquett ’s office and discussed with- , 

him, in his office,, the matter of having Pillinger 1 s face operated on - " 

to change his, appearance. Piquett' suggested that I talk to Pr. Robind, 

. \ a man whp had previously been introduced to me under that name by 

. • ; Piquett,- ."At the time of this* meeting with Pillinger ‘he turned over .■“* . . 

to me §>2,500 in bills of various denominations, this money being ‘ _ '/ 

: ,iut^end#'d to defray the expenses:" 5heid4ah ta>the- appe^^of,Evelytt i ■ '• *:• - . J* ‘ V - .’ 

Frechette’ s case at St, Paul, Minnesota, . Of this money, #500- 'was'' - -v- ••'“.* * : ’ ^ . 
kept by Piquett and myself. - I received one-lhird of the ' 4500 . as • ' 

my share. The remaining $2,000 was paid fcy Piquett to' Jerome Hoffman , ' , c 

of St. Paul, -Minnesota, who- is handling the. Frechette woman’s appeal. -- . ... ' 

#^er?t3L.- weeks before ‘Dfllihger discussed with '■me the 
. Bossihiliiy:-;of having an opera^qa performed^ oh; his face, Piquett; - ' : 
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had Introduced me to a Di*. Ralph Robind. This was as a result of 
an inquiry I had made of Piquett as to a doctor who was capable of 
. altering the fingerprints : of a person who was anxious to have his 
fingerprints changed, . the person in, question being, one William fi-lmer 
Mead. Piquett took me in. his car to the residence of Dr.* Rqbind on.: 

Wright wood Avenue,, near' Clark Street, where I was introduced to him by 
Piquett. I later learned the correct name of Dr. Robind to he Sr. 

Wilhelm Loeser. Piquett then told, me that this was the man who. would 
bq^lad to talk to me about, having fingerprints altered. Dr. Loeser 
- then joined Piquett and myself in Piquebt’s. car and the three of us 
proceeded to the Pox hotel at Elgin, 'Illinois, where we met Mead and 
his^ wife, who were living at. that hotel.. Dr. Loeser went to the’ room 
of %.,’ and Mrs, Mead and' stated that he.. would. not discuss. thematfer .. „ W k 
of fingerprint', alterations in .the presence, of ^s* Mead,; Piquett’ and . . V 
nyself, .and- accordingly the three of us went -to the lobby, where we;, 
waited foy.- about an hour,, following which Loeser, Piquett and myself 
returned to Chicago. . ; 

; . - I loioW' Loeser. - did not. operate on Mean’s fingers th& day, but 
do-klOk that' he - dh^erform such . an operation' subsequent to , that time on 
Mead, ' I did not receive any money as a result of .this" operation: in . '• 
spite pf the agreement between. Loeser, nyself and Piquett that 'we werh 
to split any fee on a three 'way basis. Subsequent to the time of this 
trip to Elgin, Illinois, I was informed-hy Mrs. iilmdh Mead that., Loeser. . 
had Operated on the fingertips of her husband. ; / 

-After telllhg. f ipuiett of ' John Pillinger '* s desire ' tb have an : V’-’, 
operation performed on his face, he end I 'on several "occasions prior to 
May 27,-1934, discussed this proposed oper’atioh- TJith Dr* LoeSer at his, - 5 
■LoeserVs,. apartment. V. Vi 

' On the night Of May 27, 1934 John Dillinger took up his resi- V. 
dence at the home of James : J ohnson Probasco, 2509 North Crawford- Avenue,'" 
Chicago, Illinois, On the. night of May 27* 1934 Mr* -Piquett and myself 
came to the house of James Johnson Prqhasco and discussed this - operation 
with, Dillinger and' received- from, him the sum of #3,000 and a promise 
"to pay ;the balance Of #2, 000 upon the completion;' of = his work. At 
this time it was agreed between Dillinger, Piquett and me that. Dr. Loeser 
would perform the same kind of an operation on the face of Ho.mer Van Meter 
for a consideration of # 5,000 in 'the event Van Meter desired this operation. 


On- the following day 1 , that is. May '28., 1934,. Mr. Piquett and 
X advised Dr w Loeser to he. prepared to . go to- .the tome of one James 
Probaseo at 2509 . North Crawford Avenue, Chicago that evening and be 
prepared to operate. This discussion took place at the home of Dr. ; 
Loeser at 536 Tfrightwood Avenue* Chicago , , Illinois . . . ' • ; v 

On the night of May 2 ?, 1934, while at Brobasco’s home, Probaseo 
had recommended that I employ a nurse to take care of DilliHger during 
and after his operation. On the morning of Msy 28, 1934 I located Dr. 
Harold Bernard Cassidy and asked him to act in the Capacity of male, nurse 
at the home of Probaseo and to take care Of a man who was very "hot". 

X located Dr. Cassidy at that time at the apartment of one Sam Friedman, 
ill? North Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois V Qn the previous evening 
Piquett had given me ny one-third share of the '$3,000, advanced by 
Dillinger, • and in addition had given me |600 to pay Dr, Cassidy . 

On the evening of May 28, 1934, Dr. Cassidy and I together 
in a. rented car left ny apartment at the Lincoln Park Arms Hotel and 
proceeded . to :piek up Dr, .'Loes'er' ait. jaisyrodm at -$$&■ Wrighbwo'od Avenue *.>• . 
Prom there the three of us proceeded to the neighborhood* of Prohasco | a 
home, where we let Dr. Loeser Out of the ear. Dr, Cassidy; ahd-.i contin^- 
uing to Probaseo’ s 'home and entering. it i Loeser entered the house A ; 
f ew°minutes later. ‘Yfe had let Dr. Loeser out of the car in the neighbor- 
hood, feeling that it would attract less suspicion , and he had stated he 
wished to purchase af ew supplies, ■ ; ; ; 

, ' • ?’./ Ythen we arrived at Probaseo ‘ s home there were present James ' 
Probaseo, John Dillinger and. a woman, whose 'first name is Peggy. - Dr ... 
Loeser made Imme diate preparations and performed the operation on ;. 
Dillinger’ s face with the assistance of Dr. Cassidy, who administered 
the ether. The operation was performed in the bedroom off the living 
•room. I am under the impression that Dr. Cassidy gave an overdose of 
ether inasmuch as there was quite a commotion in the bedroom where the 
operation, was being performed and I heard some talk about Dillinger 
having passed .on . Du. Loeser resuscitated him, however, and administered 
.artificial respiration. The - actual , surgical work during the operation ' 
was performed by Dr. Loeser, with the assistance of Dr. Cassidy . .. 

Several days after the operation had been performed on Dillinger’ 
face I again went to Brobasco’s home. At this time Probaseo, Peggy, Du. 
Cassidy and Dillinger were there. Cassidy at this time was acting as a. 
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• nurse and I. feel .sure; he spent the majority .6f iis^fiiie there., .inasmuch ." 

.; •• as the arrangements for him to be there Had been i&ade by me because. 

Prqbasco felt that it was -necessary' to- have someone : there as a nurse to •• 

. take care of DillingCr at all times., in this connection Prohasco stated 
he did not want to he . troubled with haying’ to care';for v0illir^eh.'’ ; 

' On Saturday, June 2, 1934> 1.,- together . tith Louis Piquett, 
again- tent to the home of James Jplmson- ProbaScO,, 25Q.9 North Grawfhi’d '* 

r ■ Avenue >. Chicago,. Illinois.. ;.QH' iMls occasion .Dialings* 'l^iojaitfed 'Louis' " •> 

Piquett and flyseli 1 that; ?ah; Meter desired, to; haye an "operation perforjaed . "" 1 ' 

' on his' iace for the purpose of changing his appearance. thd also to:haye, .* '• 'i-l 
his fingertips altered* On that same night, . June 2, 1934> John ’Bil lin ger 
' v told Piquett and Myself to have fir. Loeser and Dr. Cassidy at the Prohasco 

home on the" folloyring night.- ' i ' r . ’ -• ' 

On the following morning, Sunday., June 3, 1934> 1 went to ^ ’ 
the Lincoln Park Arms Hotel in search of Dr. Cassidy*. At that, time Dr. , t 
. Cassidy was staying, at the apartment Of his uncle (. Tom Peed, who was away 
v . ' from the city,; At the- time I was’ living ih another apartment in this ; ‘ ■ . \ 

same ’ building *. 1 explained to Dr. Cassidy that there was to be another .. 

operation performed at Prohasco ’ s home,, and 1 ‘ asked him to be at Prohasco ’s 
home that evening to assist, in the operation and. to act as nurse." He told 
• , me that he did 'not Wish" to have anything further to do with operations pf 
this kind and refused to go. I had gone to the ^apartment of T6m, Reed to ; ; 

’■ ■ t talk with fir. Cas'sidjr : at the request of ? Lduis Piquetrjt, who-, during my ;> . J’-.‘ 

" • interview" with Dr. ' Cassidy, had remained at ny apartment in ihasibmldingv. '. 

’ T After this interview T returned ’to yy apartment and advised Piquett' of - . .. 

’ fir'. Cassidy's attitude,-. Piquett immediately stated that he world talk ‘-i 

. with Dr. CasSidy, and upon saying this he left my apartment,, returning • •' • 

. "<in about ten minutes. Upon his return, lie advised that Dr. Cassidy had - • 
agreed to assist and that he would be at Probascp's Thorne that night, and ’ 
would remain during the, following week, - ’’ '- 

-j -..On that same night > Sunday, June 3, 1934> Piquett and I again • ' *; -J' 

to- ^robasco^s home located at 2509 North Grawford Avenue," Chioago.- . V 
In addition to the people Who had been there on the occasion of ny last ; : - 

- visit I saw a man who, Was introduced to me by rDillinger as Hpmer Van Meter* . 

I do. not know how Tan Meter happened. to come to this house as I did not 
have any part in bringing him there I had never met him before this . 
occasion but had read of him in the newspapers',- and- had discussed with 
".. . : Dillinger, Loeser and Piquett possible operation on hi-s face. Prom the ; 
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conversation I heard pass between Dillipger* and Van Meter., .1 learned . 

that Van Meter’s visit isas for the purpose of discussing business between 
the two of them. 1 cannot remember the details of this 'conversation.. . - • 

1 ” ' At this . time Dillinger told me that he thought his. facial operation was 

"the bunk"' as in his opinion it had, 4ot changed -his, facial' appearance,- *. 

. % said he • was going .to call up Dr. Lbesef* ;and ; n giTe hi© hell’’ . At this- " 
time 1 also noticed that Dillinger ’s fingers j had been tampered with in 
.. an effort, to. destroy the fingerprint patterns. ' I nas not present at 
, ; Probascb’e home, however, at the tine, the fingerprint work was done* I 

do not know when this work was done but 1 assumed- that Loeser had- per— 
formed the same. ISy visit on this occasion- was* for a period of approxi-^h -• „.y, 

' . ■ mately ten minuted or- 'so* rt'-TOS/cre-%is'nJ$i,t that; kliiager paid'.tjsie ‘ •'> A\^ 

' $7,000 to. Piq.ue.tt* It: the time -this 1 money was paid tjiere : V. 

DrpbascO, Peggy,. Louis Piquett, .Dr* Loeser and Dr. Cassidy, in addition 1 

to Dillinger, Van Meter and myself. This money was paid in bills of 
small denominations, as I remember. There were some large bills, however . -■ 

The money was actually paid by both Dillinger and Van Meter to Louis Piquett. V. • 

- . They were in the small bedroom, which opens .off* of the frpnt living room 'at ‘ •* 

/, *. , Probasco’s home. ‘ The three of them were standing by the dresser ill this l] ' • - ' 

’ 'bedroom while l >/as standing in the: doorway. While this transaction was -' i !• ./ 

, • taking place 3 entered the room and joined in conversation with them. I ’ .. 

do not know whether anyone else at the house saw the money passed.' Shortly 
after this transaction Piquett and I left, .after having made an agreement- 
' with Dr. Loeser that we would meet him at his home on Wrightwood Avenue .. . * 

on the following day for the purpose of dividing '.this money. ' 

. ■'> •; ; , I recollect, going to .Dr. 'Loeser’s home on’the following day, .‘ .l;/ :- . 

i ' .’June 4, 1934, and 'remember that it was necessary for me to hurry from 

' , " mf apartment Vat the Lincoln Park Arms ‘ hotel on Pine Grove Avenue, ” to keep ■ 

■ t ... from being late. When I reached Dr. Lpeser^ room Piquett and Dr. Loeser 
- were still counting the money, i It was scattered all over the bed. Piquett 

• took $600 to replace a si mil ar amount of money which he. had paid tp • 

, Hr, Cassicy on the previous 'mornings He then counted out ay one-third /' 

and handed it to me.' During the time I was, in. Loeser’ s room with Loeser ' ’ „ 

; : ■ » and Piquett I remember there' was some discussion by. Looser of an .amount r • * '} , 

. ; of about ,$200,, which he . said was due him for money :he had spent for- '.V- 

/'■ medicine and instruments . An amount somewhere in the neighborhood of $100 • * 

, v •. was deducted from my share and although Piquett :®nd I have never had' -any ' • ; --.-v ' • 

discussion about this matter, I have always thought that, Piquett deducted . - - ; * 

a similar amount from his share.' I left Loeser’ s room shortly thereafter as 
,1 was anxious to get away. , At. the time of ny departure Piquett and Loeser 
: were still there and I have always assumed that Loeser received his- 
. , one-third -share at this time. ’ • ' 
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. ' '■* :. Similar facial operations to -those performedon John ‘ v 

Dillliiger were . performed on Homer Van Meter oh this same night at ' . ‘ 
Probasco’ s housed I ms not there during the actual operations - , 
but was at the house shortly before, they were performed. On the 
following day, when the money was divided at Loeser*s home, the 
Operations which, had been performed on Van Meter the previous night 
were discussed* hr. Looser also mentioned the fact that he had done 
•work on Van Meter’s fingers in order to destroy his fingerprints. 

i^le I was. - at the Probasdp 'home; on one of my visits there / 
Louis Piquett came to the house . At this time I was sitting in- the - 
front room with Probasco, waiting for Dillinger. to return from one. 
of his walks. Probasco arid .1 were drinking gin fisseg* Piquett did 
not know I was at the house . I assumed that he came to talk to 
Probasco and L j l l i nger, inasmuch as he asked where Pillinger was at. 

the time. Probasco told him that the — had gone but for one of 

his walks, and he : did. not know then would -be hack,..- At this time-" , 
;i robasco raved about how crazy ^iilinger wag, saying’ that he was 
always going out for walks arid was likely to cause toe .authorities 
ho ..find out where he stayed. He stated frankly that he was afraid 
to have the man around.,- Piquett waited at the. house for the best- 
part of an hour end then left. I left shortly thereafter. . I do not 
know if Peggy was in the house at that time, -but .she may have been; 

I did not see or talk to hillinger during- this visit* In addition 
to this visit of Piquett to/ the house' 1, remember having gone there - . 
several times with him, * •• s-. ^ •' ; - «•*'/ 

In connection with the procuring of Probasco' s* home for •:* ■ 
Lxllinger ' s use for . a facial operation, ,1 wish to state that sometime, 
during the month of .May, 1934, Probasco came to Piquett 1 s office 
and -in a Conversation with Piquett, which I joined, ProbaSco stated 
that if he had anybody or should run across anybody whom he wanted . 4 
to hide- out that he, Probasco., was in a position, to take ariy of / * >■ 

themdrito, his home.* inasmuch as his house woiILd he perfectly safe as,-. 

: a hideout spot, as he Was a good cook and could make good use of money 
obtained in this fashion. Prom toe way Piquett " talked I judged that 
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, he' and Probasco. had known," each other for. a good many ‘years. ..This 
•‘.'was the ,f irst time I had met ^robaseo,; however, arid ny introduction. - | 

to him was through Piquett, Probasco stated- be Wanted to make some v - X- 
money through' hiding out people Who were , in difficulty and that be . 
intended to : use this money for- opening upfa tavern on Howard .Street.-, .' 

' . It was ox^, a short time &lloiidng thh' above hohversa^,./ ;; 

tibn between E’xquettj Probasco hn& 'myself i%aV pi:llinger broached J' : 
to, me the. matter ;of ( haying his' face operated -uponv . I subsequently ■% . .* 

' talked with Piquett about the matter of • using' Frohascois .home. in. • . 
connection .with the contemplated Operation, and Piquett and % agreed 
,‘f that Probasco.* s house would be a good place and- toid me to get in 
; touch with Probasco about it. ' I went to see Probasco at. his. home 
at 2509 North Crawford Avenue, Chicago, and talked the matter -Over 
. with him, telling him ,at thd time that John. Dillinger wanted to use . 

. -his house for the purpose of Having a. faciei operatiQu. performed in 
. • connection with changing bhe appearance of his face. i'-told him\f-.'. ' ^ 

that- Dillinger' Whs willing to' pay him- Well^ .1 did no£ make . the • 

arrangements with Probasco rpncerning just how much money would be. - - ■ 
paid for the use of his home,, but did join in a discussion with, ■ 

•; ", Probasco and dillinger in which I suggested that the sum of $5Q 

■ per. day be paid, but, Dillinger - ’‘Went into the air 1 ' at this. Suggestion 
- and said that such a .fee; would be . outrageous * . ¥y Idea was tp.have ; 'r 

Dillinger pay - Probaseb such a large sum>pf^ -money .for '‘harboring him ^ - ,. ■ •: , 

-.„ v • . that there wouli not be any danger of Probasco- talking later I .... ' '1. ; „ J 

, ^ do not know what actual arrangement was entered into by Dillinger 

and Probasco. ; '' ' ‘ .* - 

1 Van Meter, stayed at' Probasco* s house for approximately 

, one week following his operation,- at .which time he; left. At this 
■ time Dillinger was still there and I am positive he remained there . . ' 

. fdr several more Weeks "inasmuch as 1. visited him there; on several • ' •• • •: 

: . ■occasions. - Both .Dillinger and. Meter were quite 
with- the work which had- been done on-their. faces b i They claimed . -i . ^ 
that their.appearanc.es hadnot.been changed and made threatening . £ ^ ' 

remarks to me concerning Dr »• i>oeser who; had done the surgical -work. -\ 

After hearing these remarks I went to see Loeser .and told him about 
, them, suggesting that he. move from his address on Wrightyrood Avenue , 

' in order that none , of 'the mob. cotdd find him. •• ; 

'' .. ' •- -* - During ; one of ny yisits to Probasco *s house, while both . . • 

• Dillinger and Van Meter were there, a slightly built blond headed , -1 - - 

man. Whom I was sure was "Baby Face"' Nelson, was sitting in i ‘ ' V- 

. Chair in the living room at the time I went Into the house. ■ , . 

Dillinger and Van Meter were standing near him' talking at the time, - 



and although I spoke to- both of them they did hot introduce me to. 
Nelson.' Kelson remained at the house only ashort time after my 
arrival but I do not know how. long he had been, there or the reason t .»_ 
for his- visit. This was the only time I ever saw Kelson.. 

During the first two or three days of July, 1934 > a 
telephone message was received at my home by my young daughter, - 
the message being to .the effect, that I should get . in touch with 
■•'Jimnie«. 1 .knew that’.Jiamie was, Probasco.V This' message was received 
at night, and on the following day, or. the ; day after that* I went ; • * 

to his home and I found him; John Dillinger > and Homer Van MSier. 

I am not sure if the woman named 'Peggy Was there at the. time * ~ - 

Probasco was in ill humor. He said that Cassicfcr was a hell of a . ; 
fellow ; that lie had ' been trying to get in touch with him without- 
success. He stated that Van Meter had a wound on the right side of 
his head and needed medical attention, 'He told; me that he had tried . 
to take care of the . wound; that he had- used; tweeters and had pulled , 
out hair.s from the wounded- area. He., stated 'at that time that, toe was , 
•a do dt or himself. ’-Shortly. .after. -that: Gassiiy put in an' appearance. 

He was told at once . of Van. -Meter s s ’.wound. and:;he immediately/ started - 
taking care of him. 1 .remember Van Meter 1 s wound to have .been on the 
right side of his head.. I assumed that it was a bullet wound. It-: 
started from a point just past his hair line and extended for possibly 
-three or four inches,. . There was an opening in front and an opening 
in the rear portion of his head. Cassidy took 'cape of the wound. 

I remained at, the hbu&i -for only a Short time on’. this occasion. ,*as; - 
there was nothing for me to doy •• , •- 

• ' Several day® later Doctor Cassidy came by my apartment ' /; /. , 

at night and asked me , if I would hake a ride with him. He directed 
, me to a house located, on the outskirts of -Hammond, Indiana,, where 
he said Van. Meter was staying, . He said he had to look at. Van Maker’s 
wound.. -This trip was made in ny Ford Sedan I had purchased one . 
month previously from the- harry Burns Motor. Sales at 'Chicago, Illinois 
We stopped in front of a frame house. This house {was- of a light 
color; Was very close to the sidewalk and as I remember had a. Vacant 
lot on one side while there -was a row of houses on the other side . 

I have Sever known the . number of this house or the name of the street 
pn which it is located, : r Cassidy remained in this house for about 15 
minutes and when he returned he told me he had again treated Van Meter 
head wound.: , ' ' j ’ . / • ' ' ■ •. . . , . . - V 

' Cassi(fy and I drove back to Chicago, Illinois, after 
this' visit to” Van/. Meter; -and two or three days later I received .a " 
telephone call from Dillinger at Piquett’s office. I do not know 
where Dillinger was living at this time. This was during the early 

part of July. I asked Dillinger to meet me and he said he would, 
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arrangements feeing made at 'this time to meet him on Sacramento Boulevard/: 
at 14Q0.Hortbv I. told' ^illinger that. Van Meter* had kicked about. pey^' : 
ing forithe treatment of his head wound and told ham' frankly that X 
thought Gassidy should fee paid for the work. He agreed with me and . • V 
at that time gave me $500 in small hills. This was the last time ■ 

.1 saw John Dillinger. • 

Two or three days later Cassidy again came to my apart- ■ r ' 

ment and asked me to drive him to the house in Hammond, Indiana, . . 1 . 

where Van Meter was living. ‘ I drove him, to this house and waited on 
the, front porch' while he went inside. ■ X /sat* on the- swing which was r 

located on the, front porch. . Tihile t was sitting there waiting for 
Cassidy a rather small, light haired woman came, out Of the house „ . 

and walked around in the yard with a wire haxred terrier dog. I do 
not remember this woman distinctly but I do recollect that she wore • 
a colored smock.. On this occasion Van Meter came out of the house : 

and spoke to me and asked me if I did not want to go in but I told , ' 

.him that I did hot want to, my reason being that I did not care to 
have any persons who might he ih the house' See me, CSssidy and. I 
left shortly after and returned to Chicago . At this time 1 gave Cassidy , 

$250 of the $500 which I had . obtained from, John .Dillinger . After ' * *- . 

arriving in Chicago we . immediately drove to the Larry Burns Motor ; • 

. Sales on Irving ^ark boulevard, where I purchased a 1934 model Ford " 

V8 hoadster, black in color, for Cassidy with money he had received 
that night. The down .payment; on this car was made with the money ; 

Cassidy had received from Van Meter, end I: signed a mortgage covering 
.the regaining payments, which were financed through the 'Equitable <; v : . ’ 
Finance Company .• • This road ster was pur chased .fey me for ; Gassidy 'but , ; " • 

' in. ’ the hams of my .daughter, | | 0~ r Leary 1 ■ ' ' ' , ; ‘ • ' \ • . 

• I accompanied Dr. Cassidy to the house near Hammond, ' 

-Indiana, on one imdre occasion, 'This trip was 'made, in the Ford' ’ 

HoadSt'er which GaSsidy had . purchased. On this visit I wept- into ' ' . 
the house and drank a bottle of, beer which had been offered tag' by V- , ' 

Van • Meter There ‘were, some people in- the house. -at 'tiais id.me.feut :,- ‘-.v : 

l- did not want them to ;see me and for that- reason I did not pay : 

•-any attention to theriu Cassidy and I. remained there only a few -- 

minutes on, this occasion. . V\ 1 . • ’ ' 

During the time, I have been at the Chicago. Office of - -. • 

the Division of Investigation, United States Department of Justice, 

',1 have seen Doctor. Harold . B. Cassidy and also Doctor Wilheim Loeser. 

These are 1 the same two doctors who handled the operations on Dilliriger . . 

. and Van-Meter at Profeasco’svhousei .,,; .1 : ' 'v r 

" - During one of the' occasions I was at Probaseo’s home I 

remember a conversation between Dillinger arid Van Meter in which one 
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' of them, stated, that. ’’Red* will not ; have to bother with this 11 • 1 > , 

inferred , that Diilinger , kid Vanmeter meant that |ted,T7hom I knefr to - 

be John Hamilton, wdnld'not have to hotiier with having a facial; . 
operation* I believed from this remark that Hamilton was .dead* hut I - . 

. never received any detailed information as to his death, X never 
met John Hamilton.- ; . . 

• : ' ; ... .Four or- five day’s prior to the date Dillinger was -killed in 
•, Chicago,- Illinois, X. drove to Stevens^ Squaw, Lake resorjLjafiaE. Lad du , < 

flambeau . Wisconsin, acco mpanied by ay . wife,. daughter , 1 Virginia • •• . i-’ 

Heed and | I who is a girl chum of my daughter* X first - ; - 

learned of Dillinger's death through- the newspapers. I returned to- 
Chicago from this trip on Thursday, July 26, ,1934'. I assumed from . 
stories which I read in various newspapers to the effect that the 
Government was looking for two, doctors hnd another man in coanection * 
with the facial operation which, had been performed pn Dillinger, that 
••'.’I -wag wanted by the ‘.Government for questioning. As. soon as. I reached - ' 

‘ • Chicago With sy family 1 had my wife pack our belongings at the Lincoln . - , - 
. . park Arms Hotel and store them under the name of Virginia Reed as I ;; • * . : 
did not dare to have the baggage located*,, Luring the forepart of June 
I also rented a- safe deposit box at the Continental Illinois Safe De- 
posit Company ' in the name of Grace H. and Arthur W. Rabat. I did not 
use the correct names of my wife and, tey self on; this occasion as I also 
did not- care to have this safe deposit, box , located, fyjy wife and two 
children accompanied by Virginia Reed, in accordance, with a prior : ’ 

- , arrangement,.. joined me, at 'the home of Mickey Doran at 'Whea.ton, .Illinois,, , . ;> 
on Saturday, July 28th, andwe drove in my Lord Sedan to Dubuque, Iowa, 
where my family and’ Virginia Heed intended to spend a visit at the 
; home of ny wife’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Rabat.-' I spent only 
phe night there . On the following, day 1 drove, to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 
1 where X had made, arrangements to meet Doctor Cassidy. We. spent about 
one Week Or possibly more at, a .small hotel y/hich has;a yellow front, •• • ' < . t , 
on the main street in Lake Geneva, We both, used fictitious names which 
I cannot recall. From. Lake Geneva.., Gas sidy and I drove in our .respective - 
cars to: Chicago, Illinois where we secured a room at an apartment hotel 
located on the Northeast comer, of a*, street on the North side. This . *-• 

street is some three or four blocks West of Broadway, and the hotel 
was located in the 4700 block of that -street. I cannot recall the , 
name of this street at this time. On Saturday, August 11, 1934, X 
s drove -to. the home of joy in-laws in Dubuque, Iowa, in order to meet ny 
family. I made arrangements at this time, however, to meet Cassidy ‘ ; 

... on the following day at the X.14. G.A, in'laGisohj .Wisconsin. X net ny family 
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in Dubuque, Iowa, and remained there only a short time., driving with = . 

' them to Madison, Wisconsin, where we stopped in an apartment hotel 
- *. . - • ; the name of which, begins with a “Gu,' and which is located a few 

_ doors from the Y . M . C . A. I do not know the name X used on. this 
occasion but It was not :ny correct name.. !Ehe name may have been; 

' ' Leaiy,*' I had a hard time locating Cassidy as I did not know what name fv.'; . 

. J . .. he was registered under at the X found, him, however, through. 

, ' his antomdbile which was. parted in f]?ont : of the r.M.C*A. building., ; 

; When I met ay family in -Dubuque, Virginia Beed told me ■ 

- that she had received a telephone call on the previous night from 
’ . - her .-parents in, .Chicago, Illinois, and that they had told her that 

the Government Was.fjying to locate her. for the purpose of question— : 

ing her regarding the .storage Of ay effects., I at that time knew v -<■ - . \ ,. 

" ; positively that ’ the .Govejrtament ^was looking for me and I became worried' -. • * f • 

about the automobile which X had purchased for -Cassidy in my daughter’s 
name, “hen I located Cassidy, X fold him that X thought he should take 
.. . . the Ford roadster back to Chicago and have it returned to the tarry 
; . Burns: ifetor Company -or ; else leave- it' on the street and. communicate r 
"X with -the motor company- telling them where the car was located. Gas Sidy 
! ; ’ did not like this suggestion,, and became' angry,. an&told me that ! \ T 

'd'-., shoirLd mind Jiy own business. I told hira at that, time that if he f elt ' T • 
that way about thing's it-was O.F. ^with ine and left, him, -I ha.ve neither . " 

... seen Cassidy nor heard from, him since that time. • • 

Accompanied by my-: wife, daughter and Virginia Beed, . 'I 1 
: 7 • ■ - left Madison, Wisconsin,, immediately,- and’ drove, to -Elgin. Ill inois - . : 

. where we . spent the . night at the F dx -Hotel, X Bad left my son 
; " ' . . at the home of his.' grandparents in Dubuque. . On the next ‘ day , which - 

. . . was Monday,- August 13th,.I drove with sy family ' and.,tt# -Efeed girl- ,'V. ' . .. • 

; to the. home, of Mickey Porsta at %eaton, Xllinois.,whSfe I gotny .\- 

■ cousin, Clark Gharriiy : , to drive the Reed girl to the Lincoln Park " 

-Arms Hotel.,, inasmuch as her. parents had instructed her to return there., . ■ 

iy wife accompanied Gharriiy at this time for the purpose of securing, ' f . 

. ffom our safe -deposit hox what money we‘ had there,- I estimate that : - 

between the two of us we had somewhere in the neighborhood of §3,000. ' 

•- " -% wife rejoined me at the Doran home and we stayed that night at the. - ; 

v • ' " Aurora Hotel in Aurora, Illinois. On the' following day we drove to , '7 . ' 

c. • . . " - '.St* Louis, Missouri,: Where we stopped at thh Congress Hotel-*' =- We re- 
• mained in St* Louis Ihtifsday, August 23, ' '-1954, driving 'from there, -to ■ s 

Sputh Bend, Indiana, tdiere we secured an Indiana license tag from the 
automobile* These tags were secured under the- name of my wife, Grace 
IC.- O’Leaiy, inasmuch as the car had been purchased In her name. I 
. . ■ -obtained these Indiana license tags as I felt sure that the Government 
!, ... hud traced the purchase of my car by • that time* Prior to reaching 
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South. Bend we remained one night at a tourist home in LaPoxte, Indiana. 
After securing the . Indiana license tags we drove to Chicago, Illinois, 
where I registered with my wife ahd daughter at the_ Washing ton-Pine 
' Hotel on "Washington Boulevard, under the name of J. &». Boland. On •; 
. .the following ,. night, wbfdh. .was August- 25, .1934, 1 was arrested, ih • 

- Evanston, Illinois*' shortly*- after ny family and I had had dinner 
‘ at Conley* s y lub House*, with Herbert Rieck, a photographer who operates 
a studio near the club house, and whom we have. known for several years, 
through having lived at the Sovereign Hotel, in Chicagdy Illinois. .:* :' 


(Signed) . ARTHUR O’LEARit . 


Witness: V: Jh PETERS9%’. 4 


Division of Investigation, 

United States Department of Justice, 
' . Chicago, Illinois. S • 

Witness; S. %* I/tcKEE, " ■’ ; 


. v . : , -Division of: Investigation,. . • • . 

>. ' ' J *.'■ ; United States' Department' of Justice,: 
”•.'•.* * Chifeagd*. Illinois’. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me 
• • in the city of Chicago, County of Cook, 

State of Illinois* • this' 31st -day of ' V „ 
August, 1934'i V ..:* 

; .-; :v 'HELp- DUHKEL/. - 

Notary. Public. *' . - . 
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The filing time as Bhown in the date line ofi full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Rece ived at 708^1 4th St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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;NB237 100 NL= NEW YORK NY 10 

fr , nr JT ,,. h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

J EDGAR H00VER=> 


!0 


(minutes in transit I 

FULL-RATE 

DAY LETTER 


DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE WASHDC=| 


DEAR ED AFTER REQUEST OF SUMNER BLOSSOM OF THE AMERICAN ? 
MAGAZINE I AM INVESTIGATING A PERSON KNOWN AS BARON ROLF 
VOlij^EITZENSTElN WHO C.LAIBS TO HAVE BEEN IN THE HIGH 


i ^ 




COMMAND OF THE GERMAN SPY SYSTEM STOP HE HAS WRITTEN A 


STORY WHICH HE HAS SUBMITTED TO BLOSSOM AND AS- A 1 


RECOMMENDATION SAYS THAT HE Hs WELL KNOWN TO YOU PEOPLE AT j 
THE„ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND THAT THE MANUSCRIPT WAS READ j 
&Y DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE OFFICIALS STOP CAN YOU PLEASE ‘ l! 
^ :SH00T ME^A QUICK WIRE GIVING THE MANS RECORD IF YOU HAVE ' 

IT BEST REGARDS TO YOU AND CLYDE^ 


COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER. 

■6 

Hecordeh ' 

& 


pTDESdEQ 

OCT 171934 



U. 


DIVilvu ”*vi.iaT:GH 

QCT t 17^l934 a.m. 

- rCTKE 



THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TQ lSENP" MONEY IS' 


Mr. Nathan 
Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Clegg- 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief QierK 

Mr. Coffey „ 

Mr, Cowley 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo. -- 

Mr. Keith & 

Mr. Lester x\\ 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schitder. 

Mr. Tamm 
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Transmitted herewith is a memo- 
randum summarizing the information in the 
attached files concerning Von Reitzenstein* 




- c#. 


Se?te»ber 11* 1334 


v&smm 


RE, WEISS TO* REmniSTEBf 


It appear# that la 1918 an investigation mi being conducted in 
Maw fork City coaearalag the Sanaa activities of Wales Ton Reitsen stein. 
Ia ooaaeotlon with thla individual one Sana Joseph Von Schaffgotseh, who 
was using the name of Stoat and who was a waiter In the Hotel Gotha* In 
Maw lork Oity, was Interviewed* He stated that the true none of Von 
Reitaenateln vjs Von Weltaenfeld who, prior to 1916 had worked ns a 
waiter at the Hotel Gotha* wader the aa*e of Harry Horton, and then da- 
parted for Austria* the informant professed to know little or nothing 
concerning this individual other then thalt since his departure fro* the 
Ohited States daring 1916 a friend had received, a letter fro* hi* In 
which he expressed his regrets over hewing left the Halted States* 

A Mrs. Jodike, the landlady at whose hose Von Heitsensteln 
had lived, advised that while he lived at her hose he had been employed 
at the Gotha* Hotel as a waiter and later In the saae capacity by the 
Hudson Navigation Company. She advised that he left her hose on about 
July 25, 1916 at which time he claimed he was to sail for Europe. In- 
vestigation nt the Hudson Navigation Company disclosed that an individual 
by the na»e of Harry Horten was employed as « hotel waiter on one of the 
ships operated by this concern during the suaraer of 1916 and it was be- 
lieved that he had resigned ia the latter part of July, 1916 to return 
to Surope* 


In the latter part of 1917 and the marly part of 1918 an 
individual by the nans of Harry leitaenfeld, alias Marry Sdwards, was 
operating ia Detroit, Michigan as an individual who could obtain the release 
of persons fro* the Malted States Any. there is nothing to indicate that 
this Weltaenfeld is identical with Von Reitxenfeld, which appear# to be 
the true aese of Vales Von Reltssnstein* 

Harry feitsenfeld was a member of the American Protective League 
at Detroit, Michigan under the name of Harry Edwards. He and his wife 
represented to several individuals that they war# in a position to obtain 
the release of persons who had bee* drafted into the Waited States Any* 

In some instances they stated that they could do this because they were 
Government officials, and In other instances because of influence which 
they had with Government officials. 


Original to Courtney Ryley Cooper 9-11-34 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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It •*» Oof la Italy •«t*hll*h*d that at l»B*t four isdiridualt 
p*ld mm of tM«7 vm|U| f»w fifty t# on* hmdrvd dollar* as. eh to 
Sr. *s4 In, WmrA§ to ofctaia to* p»1«m of frioodo and raiatiroa froo 
too Hoi tod Hatoo irmy Btooida ateittad to* obtoiaia# of thm *o*a 
tot ototod toot to aoald not to pro« <mtod la Moral tort *• to *a* 
foUlr •* obtoiaiMg mht to f*loo pr*too*eo only* fcSaarto cad hi# *lf« t 
hoomr, mrt fedlatad for Uparooaottof l>Wiw»t offUara. tftor a 
)nf trial U*u«» «aa itoad «*Uto» toUa hie »tfa »» find not gaUty* 
to toto W# 1918 toitaanfald **# rttoto to rm torao y«art la too 
Oaitod Mato* toltotUif at latomirtt, tow. 
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It t ' - ~ - ( ' ■ ; \ . V r 1 ^ "" ~ ~ yw ~ ‘ \ V , , 

B&3?pa-.ypti Eeitsenstsin, it has. occurred to' »&‘ that ; .'. “ '" - ‘ ;:• ..; ~ . ‘ \ ( 

po&siKLy it. .aijpit '.be- #eIX4 to' •irisfclitttat^ ' <V*-\ ’■: ’••••. /- '’s[ 

’tire '-la^diries for tho/pUEpdse Of 'ddte^iaingV'-f <V 
Toother, this individual aay Be; guil%.,.of, a viola*. 'i -’ 

tioii of. the 'iB^^ao^t^ca-' B.tatafeea,-' siaca if-' ‘ y V- '■ '' . 

rould appear ibxm&'.j&ffe ’:■ '•■ ' v-, ';• '■•'■■ .■■ 

■Jie 'a^r- : %aw. conaddtiotttV: ; &7.V^Y^‘V .>'•*. - **s 

with- .%« 'popeaefg^^.jai ’ •" \. 1 V; ,•••.> 'V fr' ; V. = • ' 

v >,’•■’■' i” t?ot£Ld like to JhaW.y^ur’ reaction to ’•■' *V v i\\Vf': •...'. \ •'- ’]„• ' '•/'* .,** *■*•. 

this possible investigntioju' *: ,X sill, of-, coarse^' ;'. J,. 7' 1 k - /; - -• - V:-" ■ : 

he.-imided by your vdsaes in tliesattGrln ft-.W " - ' , ' - L* ■ - .X . , . .^ . . , -. . . . • ,.. g •' • 


' -'I 


fiirieerely, ; ' 


gStt ; ^ 'SdM^ihk ME- 

;v • ; Div:sp;oF - fylrtoi#' 7 : 
*£• ; ! »m' t y 
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! .M 5 ^ath ant;, • >,■'. , 

4 r • 

- : j 

c'i)ic# ^r'klt : ’ 

Wr.'Ocrff^; 
^JVCow'^y. ^ " ' 

^4 _fc'dv/arcls v ...._,_ 

ny^'SZZ 

m 'T‘ '• 

Mr.-SchfitW 


^ v’ , ' 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


Division of Investigation 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


September 11* 1934 • 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

1212 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City. 

My dear Ryley: - 

In response to the request contained in your letter 
of September 5th, I am enclosing herewith a copy of a 
memorandtm which furnishes detailed information concerning 
action taken in the Dillinger case. I am also enclosing 
a copy of a memorandum dated September 7, 1934> giving 
detailed information relative to Louis P. Pique tt. I believe 
you will find this memorandum quite complete. 

I am having prepared a detailed memorandum giving 
a complete summary of the Dillinger case from its inception 
which I win hft ahlp -hr. fqrffjgd to VOU wi thin t.hp npyh.J-.wn 
or three days. / 


If after reading the enclosed data, there is anything 
further that you desire, please let me know. There is also 
enclosed as of possible interest to you a copy of a chart 
which has been prepared in the Division with regard to 
Dillinger. 

We are in the process of moving to our new offices 
in the new Department of Justice Building and I am hopeful 
that after we get established you will find it possible to 
pay us a visit. 

With all good wishes, I am 

(MpONTMt® sinoereiy yoms> 


Enclosures. 
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,2 / S'A/- - ( 
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Mr. Nathan. 
Mr. Tolsonl! 


THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


Mr. Cleprs 

Mr. Baughman . 


Chief Clerk . 
Mr. Coffey .. 
Mr. Cowley. 




Edwards . 


..Quinn.-., 
■. Schilder. 


-W <Ok^r. ' 

y-. K»*wnns: 

/o^*^** 

^a. <> ~— J — 3 ^- 
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/iA^ 


(P^c 



^DlVlSp OF IK\ 

'^m\i f i 

«_U. S. DEPAlVfEi# 


. . date r-j/-sv m rj&AMtte 


i 


M ov e* hw r 2, 193 a. 


jmt cm 


Kmmam for hr. mson. 


Time 4*00 pi 

. . _ Xr * SuyOM telcphmied and stated that h« had lust re- 

viawad the article hr Courtney fyiey (Cooper and that ha conei derod it 
a»o«llaat. fir. Suyda® reaarkod, however, that ha thought the effect of 
having U published In the Saturday Evening Poet *mld be- that ;©uld 
!? waercue stall iar requests fro* writers and eagaaiueh. I 
etAtad that there n &a certainly that elaaeat to it, but that ve could 
select fro^ mm* the requests the refutable writers aad magazines and 
throa^ this neane we could get to the public aone particular point vbioh 
we might -Ufa to get •over*. I further stated that the Saturday Evening 
Poet was very desirous of obtaining the article and carrying it as an 
.nterviee, and that I thought the presentation of the idea contained in 
article was excellent. 

Mr. Suydan then stated that ve night he charged with 
discrimination, hut * replied th*t the miy oiber person hi ht.d ever asked 

f^ r . a ? i . iUtW T i *T ¥aa Reeves; that X had told this individual 

.ha. the authority to gave sued* an interview wild have to con© fro* the 
hep&rtaeat. Mr. Suyd&a stated that a© had not cone to & conclusion, as vet, 
regarding Beeves, because of the fact that he was writing fear the Hear at' 
Sunday newspapers. I stated that X .o 4d gather see such sagaxioes he 
the Saturday Evening Post and tha A.atriCan'Hagazine carry articles about 
*t because they did a;c present the material in h a nolo- 
drasa tic Banner . Hr. Sny Asm stated that he ha- told Mr. Beeves that I 

interview* thui the Attorney Oaeoral had given hi* one 
r Wvi-tft ® work of the Depart&aat and Mr. Stanley had given hi* an 
^tffpviev oi , tha farthdoaiag crine eocfareu.ee hut That if I vished to rive 
^ta-vien ^ r * Suyda* ;uald have Hr. Beeves contact no the next 
fee. ie-toa. c: ty. I stated that astter was entirely up to Llr. Suydag. 

1 Jr f rM «rk 

■w. " i‘ ■ ^ ^ 5 * 4 uyd&fc. l&fcc lwt sentence of t fa* nrticX# 

by Qmrta^r *7ley Copper be modified smowhat. It reds st prsseut "After 
*7* to**-*/ 4 ' U “ U ? **—*&* in ft <*esd ret?, add Sr. Suydan stated that be 
tA5Wgh.*.lJ.iias a bit estrone and should be xspferassd. I a to tod that T would 

* T ' f^ftf 'MUted that h© vould f ead the Article back down 

UMMfSkfiljr j and X itstfld .hat ^ oulo gsi * jfd to Codh*'** 

thatr It had been approved. iii OOR^p^ ^ ^ 

2!l« r '1 ,1 st4vt *d Sr * Cooper hied also nade a request of 

-aad ayself to ..rite a book deal in, witk l tM interesting cases that ' 

a0ait , ‘‘ i i h f“* u * il *S s^ver^l *a4Vslij%i>#tikiliklri»ich %•, 
C»<s»*r : has-i ritta*, as a basis for the vork sod that Mr. Cdoaea- would lit. 
ter tnov~l-f~l!he Depsrtaent wild approe* oi such 4 Wt and ’wooldi la the 
Forasard of the book, ^iva it JtuthMticatiofr^*-!'*; iraydisr'Trtateci ti»6t «r. 
otenlsv baa not talked to, bio ...bout the book, but that Mr. Snyda* thought 


Mesa to Mr* Telaos - 8ov» 2, 1934* 


the Doper tawrat abculd sorely indicate ia such a dace that the book VM 
sorely boing endorsed far the public inter aet; that such an authentication 
as suggested hor Mr. Coops*, namely that the lU«e of tho Departneat mm' 
mads available for the writing .of the booh, slight lead the readore to believe 
that the Depertneni had ant uaed eMOh discretion In the eat ter. I elated 
that whan *ir. Stanley returned *e 'eon Id talk about the book setter with hie. 


9ery trolly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 






t 


\ 


CT:ACS 


Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

November 6, 1934- 


<b 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR: - 


A 


Cooper telephoned, me 

yesterday and I furnished him with up to date 
figures with respect to the number of Agents 
in the service and the number which have qual- 
ified in the use of the various types of weapons 
employed by the' Division. He stated he would 
make appropriate changes in the part of his 
story ma w which he has submitted - 

to the Saturday Evening Post. A copy of this j|f 
story is attached. I spoke to Mr. Cooper several 
days ago about the suggestion that the last ^ 
sentence of this story be changed and he promised 
that this would be done. ' &K- 



.ALL INFORMATIOR^fWteD 
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RLE 




r. Nathan 
* 

r- Tolson. 
r. Clegg... 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Cowley 

Mr. Edwards „ «... 

Egan 

Harbo ... 

Mr. Keith 
Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schllder 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy * . 


/ r - 

1/Mr. 


K 


S'- 


Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


/■ 


CT:LC 


November 5 , 1934 * 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR • ;; ■ 

I contacted Mr* Stanley concerning . 
the desire of Mr. Courtney RyleyCCooper .to r ” 
write a book pertaining to the work andu.-i,^. 
accomplishments of the Division. I told .... — 
Mr. Stanley that Mr. Cooper was hopeful- that 
you might be able to write a preface for the 
book. He stated he thought this was entirely 
all right and he did not see any objection to 
your preparation of this preface. 


For record purposes, it is noted 
that the proposed article by Courtney Ryley 
Cooper for publication in th^Saturday Evening 
Post was approved by Mr. Suyaam, with whom 
Mr. Stanley talked after I took this matter / 
up with him. The approval of Mr. Suydam was 
secured Friday afternoon,- -November 2 , 1934 * 



j VI? EDGAR HOOVER 
V ' director 


MDLjGAJ 


Jt&fettm xd ^fx&esdtgxitmt 

P- jtBepxximent of ^Justice 
Ptasfymgicm, |R. <L 

November 15, 1954. 


Mr. Nathan. 

Mr. Tolson 

j Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Baughman 
Chief Clerk 

Mr- Coffey 

Mr. Cowley 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr, Harbo 


Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder... 


Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy., 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


In compliance with your oral instructions, 

L+J 6 ? a S OUt L tw0 £ ours i ate yesterday afternoon 
with Mr. Courtney %ley 0 C OO per discussing various 
matters in which he was interested. 

. _ He was furnished with copies of the follow- 
ing Division charts at his request: 

34-5 53-7 
54-25 55-15 
34-29 55-14 
54-52 55-16 
54-55 55-18 
54-54 55-21 
34-55 55-25 
34-56 55-27 


34-S6A 

54-57 

54-58 

54-59 

54-40 

54-42- 

54-45 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE RY JfaW 


Respectfully, 


'US.'X.fo 


W.H.D. Lester., 


SSCORDED/ 


fit?;-' » MION 

NOV 19 1934 v* . u . 


.'■i'TSE 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


LCS:EB 


P&mxm td 

IpL ^©ejjsrittrotf of Sfusitce 
pffasljiogteo, ^pl. <01. 


0 
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November 12, 1934* 


f IVir 0 


MMORMDUM FOR MR* TOLSON. 


I nr, £J,;tb itki. fc ...... 

I Mr, T Olson 

iwlr* Clopxu 
Mr. Bau:<hnwn,„. 

Chi of Olork,.^.. 

Mr. Coffey .. 

|j Mr, Qowloy 
Mr r Ed war do .. — 

Mr» Ecran ............ 

* ^ 

|jl Mr. Harfoo..™ .. I 

I^Mr. Keith | 

Lector 

Quinn 

JWrv SchHdvdr......... 

8 Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 




Copies of the following interesting identifications have 
been given to Mr. Courtney Riley^ Cooper : ,§ 53 ) 64 78, 95, 
130, 154, 157, 173, 177, 183, 184, 185, Numbers 

183, 184 and 185 indicated above were prepared recently. In 
addition, an interesting identification was prepared on Sam 
Rubin which has not been assigned a number. This will be 
done shortly. 

I also furnished Mr. Cooper, as you know, with certain 
abstracts from statistical reports as to persons committed to 
pe ni tentiaries and further supplied him with a copy of our 
report showing fingerprints submitted by police departments 
in cities in excess of 100,000 population. 

Respectfully, 




L. C. Schilder. 
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1 DIVISION OF XNVESTIGATI^ 


Room 5101 ____Jil2=X 


1934. 


\ l 


^Director 

Mr . Nathan . > 

~Mr . Tamm ft 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr . Egan 

Mr. Quinn d 

Mr. Baughman Mj ( 

’ Mr. Lester v 

’ Mr. Glavin 

Mr.. Tracy ^ 

Mr. Billings 

M r . Richmond (L 

’ Miss Gandy 

Mrs. Kelley 

Personnel Files 

Files 

Mr. Renneherger 


Mr. Toison 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk: 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Cowley.*... 
Mr. Edwards... 
Mr. Egan ........ 

Mr. Harbo ... 


See Me 


Send File 




Clyde Toison 











DIVISION OF INVESTIGSFION 


Boom 5101 H- j 7 


1934. 


X D irector 

Mr. Nathan y 

Mr . Tamm 'pfi 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr . Quinn . 

Mr. Baughman 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Tracy \ 

Mr. Billings 

Miss Gandy 

Mrs. Kelley 

Personnel Files 

Files 

.Mr. Rennehergei 

Miss Sheaffer 


, Mr. Nathan 

Mr. ToIson„.„.Vj 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Baughman. 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Coffey ....... 

Mr. Cowley 

Mr. Edwards 
Mr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo.^ 

Mr. Keith ... y/ 
Mr. Lester 

' Mr. Quinn. V.., 

Mr. Schilder. 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 


See Me 


Send File 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
;) director 

5»\ 

* \ 

;l EfeiEHG 
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Jl6t5um of 

& ^Jeparfotetti of Sfusitcc 
November 28, 1934. 



Mr. Nathan ... 

Mr- Tolson., 

Mr. Cleft;?,.,-. 

Mr. Baughman, 




Chief Clerk 
j^Vir. Coffey 
Mr. Cowley.. 
Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo. 
Mr. Keith 
Mr. Lester 
Mr. Quinn 
Mr. Schilde^ 
Mr. Tamm! 
Mr. Tracy 


t 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T0LS0N 

In compliance with your oral n-p >1 

furnished Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooner+L?^ r I® 7esterda ^ 1 

and Fugitive bulletins; 0 P ollowing Interesting Cases 


I. C. #76-606 
I. C. #70-F. 62-21811 
I. C. #70-1220 
I. C. #70-1222 
I. C. #66-228 
I. c. #62-24297 
I. c. #62-21534 
I. C. #62-7352 
I. C. #49-4532 
I. C. #47-724 3 
I. C. #47-3942 

I. C. #47-3507 

i . C , #45—490 
I. C. #45-361 

i. c. #36—1536 
I.c. #31-37099 

I. c. #31-33034 

I* C. #31-25884 
I. C. #29-1635 
I. C. #29-701 

1. c. #26— 33259 


1 . G. #26-32988 
I. C. #26-32211 
I. G. #26—32183 
I. c. #26-31422 

I. C. #26-22060 

I. c. #7-914 

1. c. #7-538 
I. C. #7-90 
I • C . #7—62 

September, October, November, 
1934 issues of the "Fugitives 
Wanted by Police" bulletin. 
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dateJ^Lby^- 
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W. H, d. Lester. 
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Mr, Nathan.. — 
Mr- Tolson j! 

| Mr- Clegg-. .... 

Mr. Baughman 
I Chief CLark 

I Mr- Coffey 

; 

Mr. Co v/ley 
Mr* Edv/ards „ 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Harbo., 
Mr* Keith ... 
Mr. Lester . 
Mr* Quinn . — 
Mr. Schilder.^ 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy - 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR: - 

D 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
furnished today with one of your 
photographs. 

Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 


1 copy 


RECORDED j 


DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
DEC 5 1934 A.m. 
U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Miss Sheaf fer 
Inspector 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Backus I Mr - Egan 
Douglas Mr - Harbo 
Glavin 


Richmo: 
Tracy 
Miss Gandy 
Personnel 
Files 
Mr . Rennehe 


Mr. Keith 1 1 

r. Quinn- 


i Mr r L 

Mr, 

Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Tamm 
1 ?*. s Tracy - 



See Me Send File 



Clyde Tolson. 




Receipt of y 


Dear Sir: 

to the position of Spe 
duties in the Division 
ment of Justice, is he 
advised that your appl 
when vacancies occur i 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

A ;7)t. .. 


U) <^*~A ^ 


0 (D ^ r*U 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
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I. C. #88-6 October 18, 1934. 


HENHY J ^ ZORN alias HENRY JOHN 
MILLER alias HENRY J. BROWN 
alias HENRY BROWN alias HENRY 
DOYLE alias HENRY J. BARNARD; 
UNLAWFUL BLIGHT TO AVOID PROSE- 
CUTION - MJRDER 


On the night of August IS, 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Jones re- 
tired to their room which adjoins the office of the State Industrial School 
at Miles City, Montana.- Mrs. Jones is the daughter of the President of 
the school and Mr. Jones was a member of the faculty. 

Shortly after midnight, Mr. Jones left his sleeping room to in- 
vestigate a strange noise, apparently emanating from the office. Very 
" soon thereafter, Mrs. Jones heard shots followed by the sound of some one 
running. When she reached the office, she found her husband dead with 
four bullet wounds in his body. Beside the body lay a cap and a flash 
light. On the flash light was found a perfect latent fingerprint which 
proved to be that of Henry J. Zorn or Henry Miller as he was known around 
Miles City. 

Apparently this was a murder case exclusively within the juris- 
diction of the State courts of Montana. Believing that Zorn was hiding 
in or near Miles City, the local officers instituted a thorough and vigor- 
ous search which was nearing completion when a friend of Zorn at Billings, 
Montana received a telegram from Zorn, requesting that his suit case be 
forwarded to him as Harry J. Brown, in case of the American Railway Express, 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota. Although a Special Agent of the Division had 
assisted the local officers in the fingerprint identification of the mur- 
derer as a matter of courtesy and cooperation, until the telegram was re- 
ceived there was no indication of the violation of the laws of the United 
States. The telegram indicated that Zorn had violated the Act of Congress 
of May 18, 1934, which made it unlawful for any person to flee from one 
State to another for the purpose of avoiding prosecution for certain crimes. 
Among these crimes is murder. 


The Division of Investigation immediately became active in the .. 
case. When Zorn called for his suit case two days after the telegram had 
been dispatched, he was taken into custody by Minneapolis police officers. 
1-Ie waived extradition and was soon speeding back to Billings as a prisoner 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE f-A/' 


1 1 - c ZlSXk-fS 


I. C. $88-6 


10-18-34. 


- 2 - 


of the sheriff from Miles City. Had Zorn not waived extradition, the Division 
of Investigation of the United States Department of Justice stood ready to in- 
stitute removal proceedings and bring Zorn back to Montana on the Federal 
charge of unlawful flight to avoid prosecution. At Billings, where Zorn was 
confined to the Yellowstone County Jail, a confession of the murder was given 
to an Agent of the Division of Investigation. The Agent later at the State 
trial, held at Miles City, October 1, 1934, introduced this confession in 
evidence. Zorn was found guilty of murder in the first degree and on October 
6, 1934 he was sentenced to death by hanging. 

This murder was not the first crime Zorn had committed in his twenty- 
six years. At the age of eleven years, as a result of his first criminal 
offense, he was sentenced to the Montana State Industrial School. In 1929, 
he was sentenced to a term in the Montana State Penitentiary for burglarizing 
the Industrial School. Nor was the county jail a new sight to this prisoner 
since he was held there in February 1933 for Immigration authorities, and then 
was taken to Great Falls, Montana where in a Federal Court he was sentenced on 
April 11, 1933 to serve eighteen months at McNeil Island Penitentiary, McNeil 
Island, Washington, for entering the United States after deportation. He was 
deported June 26,, 1934 to Canada, and was apprehended four days later at East- 
port, Idaho. The following day he escaped from an Immigration officer and 
later arrived at Miles City the night of August 12, 1934 when he committed the 
murder in attempting to again burglarize the Montana State Industrial School. 


Offic>fOf i^k Director 
Division ofT&vestigation 



December 18, 1934 


Mr . Tolson advi ses : 

Mr. Keith will not be at the office tomorrow 
morning as he is acting as pallbearer for a 
friend. 

Mr. Courtney Ryley- Cooper has requested various 
pictures of dedd criminals for use on the cover 
of his book. Mr. Tolson is sending them. 

Mr. Clegg is to make an address v bef or, e the 
Justice Lodge. on Friday night, fie has learned 
that there will be present the Attorney General 
other members of the Cabinet; numerous judges 
and other prominent personages. Mr, Clegg 
wonders if Mr. Hocver would not rather make the 
address personally. ??? 

hwg 
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DIVISION OF INVESWPVTION 


Room 5101 


!>; 1934. 


To; D irector t;i r .. 

Mr. Nathan j Mr. Nathan 

Jdr. Clegg I Mr. Tolson.J^b 

Mr . Tamm 3 Mr. ciegg 

Mr . Edwards! Mr. Baughman .. 

Mr . Egan | Chief cierk 

Mr. Quinn [ Mr. Coffey 

Mr . , Baugbmajh IVIr ' Edwarc;s 

Mr . Backus I Mr ‘ EGran 

Mr. DouglaJ Mr ‘ Karbo 7 

it . I Mr. Keith .A 

Mr. Glavxn § ^ 


~ . Mr. Keith / 

-Mr- GlaVln l Mr. Lester ..}/£ 
-Mr- Richmorjd Ml (J ti H^ 

_Mr. Tracy Mr. Schllder.„ w 

-Miss Gandy j Mr . Tamm 

.Personnel I ilssfracy 

.Files 

Miss Sheaf fer 


ALL 1NF0L 
HEREIN IS 
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nTslwgh'e.f 
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-Clyde Tolson. 
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DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Baughman ... 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


December 26, 1934* 


Mr. Clegg 


Chief Clerk L 
Mr. Coffey — 
Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo — 
Mr. Keith 
Wy rf>Mfi^Lester 
Mr. Quinn .... 
Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Tamm.... 
Mr. Tracy 


MMCMDOM 



Time: 11:35 a.m. 

During telephonic conversation, I asked Mr. 
Carusi to remind the Attorney General of 
Mr. Courtney Ryley^Cooper * s request for an 
interview in connection with an article for 
the Saturday Evening Post. I stated that 
Mr. CSoper is in Washington now, and would 
like to have the interview as soon as possible 
in order to expedite the publication of the 
article. Mr. Carusi said he would again call 
this matter to the attention of the Attorney 
General. 
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Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

December 11, 1934* 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper called 





OURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
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o 


CqURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 





£d 


Mr* Nathan 
Mr. Tolson 

gg 

Baughman 

Clerk 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards..... 

Mr. Egan 

jj Mr. Harbo 





: Mr. Keith. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTMNEELr 26-34 
Dear erne- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
7 DAT E ItSiJL W t te&W 

%iH^uinn 
Mr. Schllder 
Mr. Tamm .. 
Mr. Tracy..., 

The following appear in triplicate, two of tlje-cop-i-e-s- 


You said that 1 could have certain statements! 
reports .which appeared in the files in duplicate. 


§ Mr. Lester . 


evidently being used for checking, to judge from the 
marks on them* The triplicate copy however , ( does not seem 
to have any ‘especial purpose. Therefore, if compatible 
with the best purposes of the Division, I very much 
desire the following statements. 

Statement of Patricia Cherrington. 

Statement of Jean Delaney. 

Statement of Marie Conforti. 

Statement of ^elen Ferguson. 

Statement of Vivian Mathis* 

If it is possible for me to have these will you please rush 
the mailing of them to me at 1212 Fifth Avenue, New *ork» 

I have finished my research here, and is time is pressing 
badly, I will have to go to^New York to do my final work. 
Here I am in constant danger of losing my copy as it goes to 
the typist and there are other disadvantages. Gen is leaving 



k P 
\ & 


either tomorrow or Friday and I plan on going up Sunday suit* fx 

* -.j/ 1 




night JAN 2 1935 8EpGEDED "MV 

I have hoped to get the f or ewof’d"' b ef or e i depar't, and# 7 \x&* 
also to hear something about the j^te^-i^^v^Lth the Attorney V 


General. But these are matters, x suppose, which cannot 




I 



CO^JRTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

be rushed. 

The reading of the files took much more time than , 

I had anticipated, so that I am going hard against time. 
However, in the conveniences of my own workshop, T feel 
sure that I can get through on time. 

Hope you liked the chapters which you took with you 
on the train* And I know you had a good time at home 
Christmas. How I would like to walk down the main street 
of a small town again* 


Samez 
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-^L.Director^^~ ^^ 

_Mr. Nathajrt Mr ' N2 f’ han - 

Mr. Clegg| Mr - Tolson -- 

Mr. Tamm Mr ’ cleKfir "" 


» *■ ^ . 1 Mr. Baughman. 

Mr. Edwar| %hlef CIerk 


Mr . Egan Mr . Coffoy .... 
— r, Quinn cowiey... 
Mr . Baughn a;O r . Edwards . 


Mr. Backus! Mr. Egan 

Mr. Dougl asiVTr. Harbo.- 

Mr. GlavirJ Mr. Keith 

Mr. Richmo|ia ir '(t e .T i K r ) — 

Mr. Tracy 1 Mr - Q ulnn 


_Miss Gandy] Mr - Schi,der 
.Personnel Fi M fes amm 


Files M1 

— Mr. Renneb sfg 
— Miss Sheaffer 
Inspector 


Mr. Tracy., 


See Me 


Send File 
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Clyde Tolson. 
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DIRECTOR 
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Rffl/ps 



Jit&tston of 

P- ^lepavintetti of 3f«siice 

^asfpngfoit, £3. <JL 
December 28, 1934 



mSLOBMDm FOR MR. TOLSON, 
ASSISTMT DIRECTOR. 


Regarding the attached letter from Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
inquiring as to the disposition of cases against William and Ella 
Finerty, Marie Marion Conforti, Tommy Gannon, Marie McCarthy, 

Frank Kirwin, W i ll iam Gray and Mrs. Isaac Steve, sister of John 
Hamilton, please be advised that William and Ella Finerty have 
pled guilty to the charges of harboring Homer Van Meter, but have 
not yet been sentenced. Marie Marion Conforti was sentenced to 
serve one year and one day at Duluth, Minnesota on December 20, 

1934 > by Federal Judge Robert C. Bell, said sentence to run con- 
currently with a similar sentence imposed at Madison, Wisconsin, 
by Judge Patrick T. Stone. Tommy Gannon on October 9, 1934 ‘was 
sentenced at Duluth, Minnesota to serve Six months. Marie McCarthy 
and William Gray were each sentenced on December 20, 1934 > by Federal 
Judge Robert C. Bell,. Duluth, Minnesota to serve one year and six 
months, and were each fined $5 >000. '• Frank Kirwin, on the same date, 
was sentenced by Federal Judge Bell to serve two years and was fined 
$10,000. Mrs. Isaac Steve has not yet been tried on charges of har- 
boring Dillinger. ; 

« ‘ 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 


IV JUT. . 

Mr. ' 
JVlr, • 


,"vZl 


M jr. Nathan.. 
Tolsonl 

Clegg 

[Mr. Baughman — 

Chief Clerk 

Mr; Coffey 

,jyiru Edwards 

Mr . 1 Egan 

Mr: Harbo— L*;— - 

Mr. Keith 

r* Lgster-— v— 


A Mr- SchilderV-j^ 
** Mr^rrKaW. 


Dear Giy^e : 

Will you please ask Mr* Newby to send me the fo 
information: 

Disposition of cases on charges of harboring 
agaxnsfexzz both make and female in the Dillinger case 
since the last memo I had on this subject which was in 
October and which did not ZHciudaxzz inclunl the disposition 
on William and Ella Ei ne rty, Marie Conf or ti. Tommy Gannon, 
Marie McCarthy, Frank Kerwin and William Gray. Also of 
John Hamilton' s sister whose name escapes me. 


Hay Adams House, 
Washington. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 










Two years ago, Courtney Ryley Cooper, the author, returned to his 
first love of his newspaper days when he had been an expert crime reporter. 

A veteran of some two hundred murder trials, through many years of active 
contact in crime news, Courtney Ryley Cooper has become possibly the best 
informed authority in the United States on crime problems and the opera- 
tions of the underworld as well as» the efforts of law-enforcement agencies 
in combating crime . throughout the United States. Within the last two years, 
the Division of Investigation of the Department of Justice has taken a 
particularly prominent part in the warfare against crime and has established 

a leadership in combating crime. It was natural that Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

# 

in view of his wide experience in this field, should make a study of the 
operations of that agency. He has been accorded an opportunity to review 
many of the spectacular cases handled by ,this great law-enforcement agency 
and has been in intimate contact with the workings and operations of the 
organization, having been accorded an opportunity seldom extended to any 
writer to view the inner operations of this organization, now far more 
powerful than the famous Scotland Yard. He has been in dose contact with 
the Division of Investigation and its Director, John Edgar Hoover, during 
the preparation of the material which is to be covered in his forthcoming 
book entitled "The Nation Against the Underworld". By reason of Courtney 
Ryley Cooper’s f amili arity and understanding of law-enf orcemehlr problems , 

Mr. Hoover has person ally written a foreword for the book which Little Brown 
and Company will publish in the early Spring. 
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Mr. Nathan . 

M r. Tolson J 

Mr. Clearer 

Mr. Bauphman . 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Cowley. 

Mr. Edwards .... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Keith 

Mg. fester 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. T racy 


See Me Send File 
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Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

January 2, 1935* 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


f Mr* 
r -1r c E aughman 
CUiet Clerk™. 
r .*r» Coffey ...... 

Mr. Edwards ... 
SV»r* ...... .. 

r 4r, Harbo...... 

Mr. Keith ........ 

Mr. Lester. 

Mr, QuSnh. ...... 

Mr. -Sohilcler,.,. 
Mr. Tamm ..... 

Mr. Tracy,,,..,., 


Attached hereto are Chapters 4, 5, and 6> ~ 
of Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper's forthcoming bpok 
entitled, "Ten Thousand Public Enemies". 


The suggestions pertaining to this book 
contained in the attached memorandum addressed 
to me by Mr. Schilder on December 21, 1934? the 
suggestions contained in the attached copy of a 
memorandum addressed to me by Mr. Tamm on 
December 29, 1934, and the suggestions contained 
in the memorandum transmitted to Mr. Schilder by 
Mr. Harbo under date of December 20, 1934, have 
all been called to the attention of Mr. Courtney 
Ryley Copper who has assured me that the draft 
of the book will be changed in the respects noted. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEBpectfmiy, 



> J©I$N EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 
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f 


of ^x&szitQztxm 

§&. ^eparimeniof luslicc 
. piasljtngfoiT, <£. 


.December 21,. 1934* 


V; 


MEMO - ME. TOLSON.' 


Concerning the attached, I beg to advise as follows: 

Page 99 - I/^Jelieve^^at our ident ifj^t i on 
’'was subsequent to the id^ntificati 


..... .ittbllHHIaUMt 

Mr, Tolson 

Mr, Clegg.....*.. 

Mr, Baughman - 

Chief Clerk 

Mr, Coffey ........ 

Mr. Edwards ..... 

Mr. Egan 
Mr. Harfoo... 0 ....» 

Mr. Keith .......... 

Mr, Lester 

Mr, Quinn ...... 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr, Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 


of tul 1 latent printss'lnentioned P 
i^effe 


effected in Cjjt*£cago. 


Page 104 - Next to last paragraph - The identification bureau was started 
by the Chiefs of Police in Chicago and subsequently moved to 
Washington.- 



Page 110 - Care should be exercised to see that the classification is 
and written- II rather than 11. 

Page 111 01 01 

Page 115 - Total of 657 should be 637. (r ^ L ^ 


Page 127 - First paragraph states "One possessed whorls on the fingers of 

his left hand while the other had them on the right hand; the same 
difference applied to, loops". This is not so. The phrase pos- 
sibly should be changed to read as follows : "One possessed whorls 

and loops on the fingers in arrangement and design different from 

<&y. yi-9 •<— *- — 

y Page 134 - Last line - 20 should be substituted for 17. 


f Page 137 
►''"Page 141 


Last sentence possibly should be "or the saving of great sums q-i y 
of money annually in the settlement of war risk claims". C '-"‘ 

Next to last paragraph - 13 should be substituted for 14. 


Page 144 
and 

Page 148 


see 


The inference is made that the Division developed the latent 
prints, which is not correct. Further, Mr. Coffey has reviewed 
this matter and makes inquiry whether the print on the letter was 
actually developed with iodine. He also states that he did not 
know that a photo-electric cell was used in the Cannon case 
page 147. , . 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED" 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE € Mil BY&45M 




Page 145 - The name pf the town is spelled "Hopewell" and "Hopeville", Georgia. 
\-\tu^Jt^tM^ J £prrect. (nils' 

Page 150 — On page 150 concerning the Irene Shroeder case, reference is made to 
3 members of the gang, and on page 152, third complete paragraph, 
to 4 men. This is somewhat confusing. I believe 3 is correct. 

I am also attaching a memorandum from Mr. Harbo concerning the 
data published on page 143 of this article, which I believe is 
splendidly written and which is returned herewith. 



L . G (“^Schilder . 
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.'-'V •iSi Jho'n&tee Of Gttetave Seh&chtll. -is 



The sw tB twe whhrortne* pmn; fearer •«*’* Jfefcf -,$7/ lind' "§ .md,fege 10 X, ' : 2±n&M< ■■; - 

. - > .Pft0©' 93, lino 10* -It is stated that ay ^hous© to lioupc** search v*t; s .- -v 

. .5aaae*:; ; ; 1!hi© «w2A-b» japse^a^proprlhtoly m a &imeiv?« :: 0^6h*{ ;■ ‘ , ; “V-..’ 

■> • v ■'•-?- -v ^%/c«f3?eo^-haas.' -aroli fcsawfr i£ -filbert ifetorr 

app0gs?8.,.ia.' Ma9--^Qt 4 'p]^^Pl;f .yif-,.\ - ••'•-: -v. ••.«' 

’.' .• o", . : ~ 97,; linei/SQ j.i ;?a6hf-KlhtaS' # .' tjiO&b,: Cast. h%9.’ Apiihp'c^'hot^' 1 spelled , 

sg/Kultss;* ' v^S 'killod 1 ^ 3 ^* 6 orne^ 3 , .&&$, *$&$£' uok '£ pu&d[ ^u£$6r6d*i i > ^ 

■ y • . y y 1 ’P , 4g^:.93 > ,*ilhe' % !l ^eupk If. 1 ; hittie4o%' isV^^.^Seteo^r^'^ IS^I&ite* 
North Carolina; and apt Felice Inspector'.. . Se rsferreh to thereafter V 

yin $r*. Cooper *0 ,pto^y'''as ^Insppqtorh:^ - ’ ; ';. ... yy y, A--'' •;. ■■ -y;y-V,; *- ..'y-i ; y.l'- ; -y-i 

-’ •' --o. i . yiyPage io2*.-ll»e-' 1$. '. Connors* ’tody-.W#. f$und mM&rch, '>$$£*$$%; iffoife:- i '}' '■• 
Costner end B^rghert v/er© arrested on February- 11, 3S$4^ fhWefO^^.thel’kthteraent:-': 

- that Connors was fhund «urdere ( d v th^. saae.'da^ ; oh'%Mnh>Saaghart and'- Costner' ©ere- -■ 
-arrosted is-. erroneons*- . /• ... i'.-Av'v., ••• ;•>;•* V>.' Vyi--- -/.«- 

•.■;* ,■'•■' • ' : ••■ 10% line -6.- y ^phariotteoyilie' 1 ..sbmT&: be®C^ihtt% Carolina A' 

" : ':’ :v • >‘-i yjA , ’ A:,- i !’ *' : "-A;; '• -; /'■'■ ' .. . ; - ' -v" r; -V;:; ,..; : ; :.y > >. A 

■; v‘y : A"- ' ■■* ,nonondipnhngraph-%:ln<Eont^ thh.^i^sioh ‘seeking '* "v 

i; lBck Klutas. i‘or the pnrpose ot. dhten^ihg; his !/,• 

changed*; , C oorreetiDn/has been mde in the'rasnnsoriptji statlhg that- Klhtas Wns'e'--' 
merabdr of.- the £ onhy . Gang,; ;It lie .nlso ;atatsd - that' Klntap t^d. aurdered b/*!gohgster - 1{ 

x , ry A :>y -, ' ALL fN FORf iATio N -GO NTAINEI3 % b i ; 

> y; . o'.yy ov;yyv'y';;:: HER y':,|y- : : . . '/: - ; - 

• , DATL' J d>hM '‘W%m£U£Mi - . %',>■< 
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' gun3 ! V .^ft^43»1ias -^ir ' jSGti^t.'bi£ ;tfce' .flittoi'bB, fcaf-.-a 
' • / Kotor VeMoie'>3&)sii‘ ; Acti '.••'He, .det^jRto&t %>-!tid:a 

• the, totttiy jSahg. although nowspape^g ^phko touhy :6hng^te^V;\j^-««© / r 

* . sot. soo^^^dV 'jsano* shot b^> detectives; l^^\t|*e^^t$ r 0'' 1 .At , r*' 
_' torneyVe office"* Chioh^S-#./IlltKbis»; 1 ' •.'• '■• '• ; i '’\-:\ . •.•’> ;.■". ;■•■’ -'' s /," 


. , Wr ' ..' Page 137* Xq$$-3-£n6s ah& FagO/i3,0#., first line speaks, of the w sfertog'.df. 

hundreds of: millions tof ' dollars annually to' tbs' settlement of War Blslc ciaiis^ ft* ; . . 
... -If this statement, ref ege‘ to '..total. .sa^^gs’ih.War'Risfe Ibeurance'* -it- should- be A 
. - . %iXlions'of : :%t , 'j^Aira; -to ^esuitlhg'frojB' the- use. of ftogef- 


. - . " ’Page 14?/.'’: ’last line* • states' that>' ;, ’beam : lightfr. was . used to %h& Cshfcbn ' 
Esiortion .caae<T ; :c '8oWeto£* >nd ? ohotb^ei^stri«- 6e£L -*&s -..used 1 to tbis oh'seV .-: '- •:' ” 

■* , "'//• y' : [ / '• / •'■•’'* V: .Very 'truly yours,-. ' 'V'’ ; . iS^/O ~rp£-? v * 
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JQHiy EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


RTH/lm 


P- pejm-hmmi of fustics 
ptasljittgtott, p. (E. 

December 20, 1934 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. SCHILDER 



The following comment is submitted regarding page lL0 of the 
manuscript received from Mr* Cooper. The -statements included therein 
are apparently based on the compilation of data from fingerprint cards 
during the calendar year 1933, a- copy of -which is attached. Portions 
of the manuscript -will be quoted, followed by statements based on the 
attached tabulation. 


"He robs more at 18 and 19 and 20 than at any other timej burg- 
laries also reach their height at 19 •" The attached compilation shows 
that arrests of males 18 years of age are les^^nar^ those of males aged 
21 to 23. With reference to. burglary, there were 2,673 arrests of males 
18 years old and 2 ,443 males -19 years old. 

”0n the other hand, .^disorderly conduct, drunkenness and vagrancy 
are only beginning to become apparent." At age 19, the number of males 
arrested on those charges is greater than the number for any other age 
group. ' 

11 Criminal homicide, however, does not reach its zenith until 
between the ages 25 and 29 when, in fact, the more serious crimes occur." 

The attached compilation shows the following arrests of males under 30 
years of age during 1933 • 

Males - 1933 Under 20 years . 20-24 years 25-29 years 


Criminal homicide J,p R 
Rape 732 
Robbery 3 # 019 
Assault 1,343 
Burglary 9,509 
Larceny 8,998 
Auto theft 3,810 
Forgery and counterfeiting 320 
Embezzlement and fraud 323 
Carrying concealed weapons 682 


1,019 

1,166 

5,215 

4,000 

8,329 

10,060 

3,103 

758 

1,251 

1,388 


1,130 

743 

3,456 

4,259 

5,162 

7,H2 

i,644 

795 

1,737 

1,235 


The above figures indicate that for most offense classes the number of arrests 
of males between 20 and 24 years of age exceeds the number of arrests of. males 


between 25 and 29 years of age* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN© ^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \ 
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Mr. Schilder 
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December 20, 1934 


"Crime rises swiftly from 19 to 29. After that, it beg ins to drop 
. . The above figures indicate in general a decrease in arrests beyond 
age 24 . 


"Her sex offenses are greatest at 23, as well as disorderly conduct, 
drunkenness and vagrancy." The largest number of arrests of females for dis- 
orderly conduct, drunkenness and vagrancy occurs at age 22 rather than at age 
23 * the figures being 3&7 323 * respectively. 


Respectfully, 

/? -t. 

R. T. Harbo* 


* # 







women are the same? 



Hay Adams House Washington* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
p/\j f t.iAJH w wmk 



mm ' 3* 1935* 

■"s. ' .• ■. * '• ■ 


Hr* Courtney Dyley Cooper* '■ *. 

1212 Wititi Avenue* ' "' 

New York City*. , ; 

Dear Hyleyj'*- ' ’ , ' 

I m. enclosing herewith aj % additional list 

ot names of peace officers in the Montana District of 

this Division,. 

' 1 r * ‘ Sincerely yours* 







c 






'■Bxbmmt of ^nbeztiQntixtn 



^epitrxnietti of ^fustic* 

1616 FEDERAL RESERVE BATE BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
DECEMBER 24, 1934. 


Director 

Division of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



/ Reference is made to the article appearing in the 

Saturday Evening Post of December 22, 1934 under the title 
"Thf^Roots of Crime", being an interview with the Director by 
Courtney Ryley Cooper. 


It is noted that on page 56 of the magazine, in the 
first paragraph of the last column', in discussing the escape 
from the Kansas State Penitentiary at Lansing, Kansas, on 
May 30, 1933, the statement is made that two of the escape s 
were kille d during a bank robbery six weeks after the escape. 

It is believed that this statement undoubtedly refers to 

Kenneth^Conn and Alvie^3?ayton , who were involved in an attempted 

robbery of a bank at Altamont, Kansas, during which both were 

shot by the Cashier of the bank. Conn was killed instantly and //>< % ^ 

Payton was seriously wounded , but my information is that he sub - * Ci - 

segu entlv recov ered and was returned to the penitentiary at “ ^ 

Lansing, where he is now' incarcerated. In recent conversation 

with one of the Deputy Wardens of that institution I was advised 


that Payton, with the exception of his blindness, is in good 
health. 


This information is furnished in order to correct any 
error that might be in the Division’s records. “ “ 




C7*LG 


January 4* 1935* * 


0u 


\4 


Mr. Courtney Byley*1DGoper, 
1212 ** Fifth Avenue, 

Hew York City* 


\ 


Dear %leys 


&-JL-JZJ 


'JL£- 


Further reference is made to your recent 
conversation with Hr* Poison concerning, the contents 
of Chapters 7 and 8 of your hook* In addition to the 
suggestions made by Mr. Tolson during your conference, 
the following suggestions have been submitted tthieh 
you may desire to. consider in editing this material.. 


On page 184,. line. 12, you state ’’’Four years 
ago, a progressive gang”. It has been suggested that 
the auto theft ring in Question began operations in 
the fall of 1929, about five years ago instead of four 
as stated* On page 185, line 16, the statement is made 
^Special Agents of state after state, took part*. It 
is suggested that this might be changed to read "Special 
Agents in state after state took part". Op page 195, 
line 21, ft has been suggested that the names of Blanche 
Caldwell and Bonnie Parker might be placed in reversed 
order to more accurately indicate the persons with who® 
they traveled* 


Sincerely yours. 




'JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


rtf {$nbesixQattan 

pL ^bparimetii of Slasitcc 


cP 



MEMO FOR MR. TOLSONs 


December 28, 1934. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
pftjp ‘Sj3±^L B Y jikl ■ 


Regarding the attached I beg to submit the following comments - 

Page 153 On, re. the Fleagle case - I assume Mr. Cooper hasreliable 
information as to the history of the family, etc. No such comprehensive 
data show in our files. As to the fa cts shich are mentioned in our files - 
his page 155 shows Fleagle sentenced to the Oklahoma Pen. fo^rtwo years 
and our files for one year and one day (his page 155 par. 1). The facts 
in his article agree in substance with those in oue files, all owing, of 
course, for a certain amount of "license" which I assume to be necessary. 

For example, on page 166, he has minute descriptions of the persons involved. 

We can^t .sajfEate they may be "summed up" or compared so vividly. 

Page 168 - we did not have 3, 000,000 prints in 1928. - but only about ^ 
in July of that year 

Page 172 - we have NOT identified nearly 200 persons from S .Fl.P. files - 
I can(t account for this figure, 

Page 176 seems to be unfinished. cyfsL- 

Page 179 - Connor cas e - Mr. Goffey has no recollection of same. If w ork ipir^f-armr] 
performed in a lab. it wasn 1 t ours, ©f course, the article refers to "a" lab 
but inference is it is ours. 

Page 183 - ins tead of gas, Coffey states "chemical reaction of ink resid ue" 
wpuld he more correct technically. 

Pa ge 186. Coffey Scutes Cooper was not to publish this formula - as agreed wj£h 
Mr. Edwards. I don't think its details should be given out. 


XT 


Pa ges 187-188 - This seems to be msesely a. supposiMfcious case. O&L. 

Pa^ge 189 - las 1>rwo pars. I question advisability of this policy of making 
s 'uch a sweeping statement, attributed to Director. Looks like UsS- waflfe all 
s uch work^ although it is generally phrased. 

Page^^t Assume statistics have been checked. Pa ge 193 .,^0o£f e^y^.sj;a.t e a- , s.houl d. be I 

***%$*»■ 

Pa ge 194 ♦ Word "s uspicioned" is used - aiSoon 199- t like "suspected" better,;: 

Page 197 log/, «ecoeb© ja:: a \bzb 

Va ^Agaxn we refer to removal of. mumbers from guns. I submit this for 

your decision. 8 1335 ] " " 

Ove r ■ \ ' ’.-4a 


<v 






Page 200. Reference is m e&e to box of cotton for firing of test bull&t. Cotton waste 
is better. This also is used agaii^ /Q-ec* 


Page 203-2S2xxx I don(t know case cited. 

Page 2 07. Pending case cited* Facts disguised yfe t possibly a n give away” 






* 


Page 184 - line 12 - The auto theft ring in question began operations 
in the Fall of 1929* about five years ago instead of four, as stated. 

Page 185, line 16 - "Special Agents in state after state" would be more 
accurate than "Special Agents of State after State". 

Page 195 - line 21 - the names of Blanche Caldwell and Bonnie Parker 
might be placed in reversed order to more accurately indicate the person with 
whom they traveled. 
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itr* Courtney jRyley hooper*. 

1212 ** Fifth Avenue, 

Mew York City* 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED. , 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 


Mr. Nathan ta „ 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Clegg- 

Mr. Baughman,. 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan — 

|3$r. Harbo 

Mr* Keith 

Mr* Lester — 

Mr* Quinn .... 

@G§ShilcIer 

Mr. Tamm 




December 24- 

My Dear Edgar: 

Herewith a new draft of a fo]pej»©rd, whiph 
not in any way reflect anything from your speech befp?e Tra °y 
the crime conference. I like it much better than the 
first one. 

I am wondering if you can give me your decision 
on it at your earliest convenience? Little Brown & Co 
are holding a sales conference on the book next Monday 
and they have written me that if they could have the 
foreword in their hands by that time, it would mean 
*a tremendous incentive not only for the salesmefi to get 
out and dig, but would assure book-sellers all over 
America that here is teally a crime book that they can 
get behind and push to the limit. 

You may be sure that I will be most happy for 
any corrections or suggestions for changes. 

And again, a most Merry Christmas. 

Samezevep LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
■R EREI NI S UNCLASSIFIED , , 
DA TE WW WQi&*mh 

esc °® ed&is ^ 

I believe'T have figured out a way that I can go 'right 

‘ansas City. 



ahead with the book, regardless of results i; 



It will be only necessary to add the verdict.y 

JAN 9- 1935 CRC - 

It* O/C . 



THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 







*> 



— 


< 


^0 


~^o /C-^£z^. 


— <- — Q 


— $La. 


7 ^ 




^ — o_ 











ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED’ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
. DATE $fe'M RY qttfiMSja 

jl 

^ x g -^c<— < ^ y i.^. . . 






-«-v 


l/ ^* A'-^Lw' ^H *Aj 

c^ya 

nECOKDBD 

JAN 1 0 1935 -- D ^® 


1^,3- P 1 5 ' /n 


DIVISION OF INVESTIGA ' |{)«. 


JAN 9 “ 1935 .' 

U. s. ft e^RTM EM OF JUSTICE 



i 

i 


/ # 




QT:MC • 

RECORDED January 9, 1935* 




Mr. Courtn^ Sylej Oeopcr, 
Ihe.Penthftjso^, 

1212 Fifth. Avenue, • 

-New fork City* : 




Dear Syley: _ 

I am returning, herewith, pages 210. to 271, inclusive, 
of the graft of your book* Xo« will note a number of minor 
ahangfiS have been indicated in this copy*. . 


It has been suggested that possibly, a tendency is in*-, 
dicated in these two chapters b*». somewhat belittle the efforts of 
local peace officer# who have been of assistance to the Division 
In the cases referred to, Ton isay desire to look this over with 
a view to possibly incorporating phraseology concerning the 
excellent aid shieh is, &fi yon know, co *any tikes furnished to 
this Division in certain classes of its work*. 

On page 144, a change has been made to Indicate the 
total field personnel of the Division, consisting Of 471 Special 
Agents, 113 accountants, and 130- field stenographers and clerks* 

I believe this is the figure you wish to use In this paragraph* 
For your information, the total force of the Division of Investi- 
gation., both at the Seat of Government and in the field service, 
is 1,237* ' ^ 

-Sincerely yours, 



. i & 

JdHft 'EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOi 


T °f 


WHDLsEHG 




d- J?- department of ^Justice 
piasljmgftm, d- 

January 7, 1935* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DATEX^L^B Y9/^'W^ 


IffiMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


”511'. Nathan,,. 

Mr, Tolbon 

Mr, Cle&g ... 

Mr, Baughman.. 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr, Harfoo 

Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Sohilder ... 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy. 


In addition to the suggested changes in chapters 9 and 10 of 
Mr. Courtney Ryley h oope r 1 s book, attached hereto, by Mir. Tamm and Mir. 
Schilder, I suggest the following changes also: 


Chapter 9, page 212, line 5, change "Tower Number 2 and Tower 
✓''Number 3" to "Two Towers", so that there may not be such a good possibility 
of readers spotting the penitentiary in question. 

^ At page 220, line 2, change "police of Toledo" to "local police". 

^ At page 220, line 6, change "Toledo" to "local". 


At page 236, first complete paragraph too strong, i.e, 
^^mompson broke.". 


"Blackie 


At page 241, last paragraph, line 2, figures "20,397" should 
be changed to "19,769", the latest figures. 


made. 


At page 244, paragraph 2, same change' in figures should be 


Page 244, paragraph 2, the figure "724" as representing the 
total personnel of all kind'for the Division should be changed to the 
correct figure. ; 


At page 245, line 11, change "eight weeks 1 
weeks’ course". 


course" to "a ten 





Memorandum for Mr. Tolspn 


- 2 - 


January 7, 1935 


At page 258, last paragraph, line 6, suggest elimination of 
the phrase "had been given clemency in a majority of instances". 

At page 262, line 8, eliminate "and the sheriff knew he had 
been outwitted". 

It strikes me that there is a general tendency in these two 
chapters to belittle the efforts of local peace officers for the benefit 
of the Division. It is a question of policy of course as to whether , 
local peace officers will place this interpretation upon these chapters 
and resent such implications and comparisons with resulting detriment 
to the Division. 


Respectfully, 




v V •(/ 

W. H. D. Le 



Incl 


#803208. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


^Bttnswn rtf 

$*- Jbpitrhmmf of Zlustict 
23ffaslftttgfott, ^£L (El 


Januaxy 5, 1935 


MEMO FOR MR, TOLSON 


The only matters of interest from an identification » . 

standpoint in this article concem/the statements made in /V 1 ^ 
the last paragraph on page 258. < / Our records do not shop^' 
incarcerations in eight different penal ins titutio^u 'Possibly 
this information was obtained from the Investigative? Files.. 

On page 263, third paragraph, I think it would be well to state, 
"He faced the pistols of three Division of Investigation Special 
Agents, and also St. Louis, Missouri police officers." 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

• • 

•Mr, M,-tthar» ... r j 
Mr, , j* 

DIRECTOR 


. r , | 


JStfrtsti m ;pf / 

d- department of 3J«sitee 

Baughman 
Chief Cf&rk 

GNL: CJ 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards j 


PTasIftttgfott, d* 

Mr. Bstxn 

Mr. Harbo«,.„.*„ 


January 4, 1935* 

Mr. Keith '! 

Mr- tester 

Mr, Quinn 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON. 

Mr. 

Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 





Chapters 9 and 10 of Mr. Cooper’s book have been reviewed by 
Supervisor Lowdon, who makes the following comments: 


On Page 219, Line 3, Orifino is incorrectly spelled 
Orofino. 

On Page 221, Line 10, Cantalanotta is incorrectly 
spelled Cantalonotta. 

On Page 224, Line 12, De Autremont is incorrectly spelled 
D’Autremont. This mistake is repeated in several 
instances. 

On Page 258, Line 14 "Shoebox” Annie French was sentenced 
in the reported instance to serve from five to eight 
years instead of from five to ten years. 

On Page 259, first paragraph, the follovdng statement is 
made: "But for that matter, Pretty Boy Floyd was not 
killed as a defiant murderer, but because he was ac- 
cused of obstructing justice, a two year offense." 

This statement may possibly not be to the best interest 
of the Division and perhaps you would like to have it 
rephrased or deleted. 



Division op inve^jation 


Room 510], /-g-3„c 


.1934. 


•’ _X_.Director 
Mr. Nathan 


Mr. 

M r. 

Mr. 

Mr . 

Mr. 


Clegg 
Tamm 
EdwardsS 
Egan 
Quinn 



Mr, Nathan 
Mr, Tolson 
Mr, Clescf™™ 
Mr. Baughman 

Mr. Baughman Chlef cler,< - — 
Mr. Backus | Mr ’ Coffey 

Mr, Edv/ardo ... 
Mr, Esars .* — . 


_Mr. Douglas | 
_Mr. Glavin , Mr . 
_Mr. Bichmomj 
_Mr . Tracy 
_Miss Gandy 
..Personnel Fi| 
.Files 

.Mr. Eennebe 
.Miss Sheaffel 
.Inspector 


Mvlftufeter 
Mr. Quinn.,,.. 
llres Schllder., 
Mr, Tamm ™ 
Mp* Tracy . — 


See Me, 


Send File 



Clyde Tolson. 




JOHjN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



Jifcfettm uf ^x&zstiQatxmt 

p. §§. Jbpathttetti of Rustic t p 
^aBljingfott, ^Et (&. ^ $ 


January 10, 1935 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T01S0N 


With regard to the review of Chapter Twelve of 
Courtney Rilej^. Cooper's book. Supervisor Lowdon has made 
the following comments: 



Onto? n 
tv? I . Cc i 
M’„ Ee5' 

£vl!Tii ii; , liiiir = ». 

Mr. Hr" bt? ««*. »r 

Mr. 

rvu-, l oi. tc** 

Mr* »>uiinn 

Mr* . 

Mr. Tar^m 
Mr* Tracy 
Mic:, Gamly.. 




On page 302, line 22 — in view of the Parole 
Board's attitude it might be better to say that Bernard 
Phillips was paroled after a three and one-half year 
stretch in Leavenworth . He was received there on 
November 28, 1926 to serve 4-^ years and was paroled on 
April 1, 1930. 


On page 511, line 6 - the Kraft State Bank is 
located in Menomonie, Wisconsin. 


Very truly yours. 


E. A. Tamm. 



\ 



bscobd® 0 


JAN 14 13 j 5 


In fQ,** A l jEJzLip 





DIVI& r r 


i 


[JAN 14 IS35 

Ul Si ULlriwj.i , -«i! 1 

rep* 




filfi 


January 11* 1935* 

recorded ~ J^/ *J uf ~ — f ? 

Hr,. Courtney Byley Cooper/ - 
12X2 fifth Avenue, • ’ ' ' - * 

^ How fork City#. * ' r . ’’ 

N Dean' Eyleyi‘<- , •• V ’* • ; . 

X am returning herewith a copy of Chapter 11 
of your forthcoming hook entitled *Ten Thousand Public 
, Enemies 11 # 

The first line on Page 300 states "They had 
known each other in the cell block 1 *. This refers to 
Prank Hash, and Eddie Green. Xt appears that this informa- 
tion is erroneous since Division records do not indicate 
that Hash and Green ever served time in the sane institution. 

. The first line on Page 290 appears to bo incorrect, 
since Karols was evidently' released from the Kansas State 
Penitentiary . some time ’prior to Juno 1Q> 1931* on which date 
he was arrested at Tulsa* Oklahoma* in this regard* he was 
sentenced on September 11* 1931 in a State court and was 
placed on parole on the Same date* 

; \ ; Sincerely yours:, 

i ■ • _ • • . . . , s3 s, 


Enclosure* 


1 copy- 


All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


EAT : TAM 


• t 

jKft xshm of ^x&BQtiQnthm 

P~ & ^eparinmtt nf ^jusixtt 
^aslftttgfon, ,B. (&. 

January 7, 1935 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


book. 


Attached hereto are additional chapters of Courtney 


MVo 

j Ms*. Toteon 
: Mr. cioefer„..„., 
U 3r. Baughman 
! Chief Clerk. «... 
j Mr. Coffey ...... 

i Mr. Eetwarcle ... 
I Mr. Egan 
Mr. Harbo^ <r .. ft 
| Mr. Keith ........ 

! Mr. Lester 

( Mr, Quinn........ 

! Mr, ^cshllder...,- 
Mr, Tamm 
i Mr, Tracy, 


Q 

Riley Cooper's 


With reference to the first line appearing on Page 300 , stating 
"They had known each other in the cell block.” , it appears that this informa- 
tion is erroneous , since the Division records do not indicate that Nash ©nd 
Green had ever served time in the same institution. 


The fourth line on Page 290 appears to be incorrect, since Karpis 
was evidently released from the Kansas State Penitentiary sometime prior to 
June 10, 1931 9 on which date he was sxrested at Tulsa, Oklahoma. In this 
regard he was sentenced on September 11, 1931 in a State Court and was on 
the same date placed on parole. 


On Page 274 > at the bottom of the page, Mr. Cooper states that he 
has seen a photostatic copy of Frank Nash's application for pardon in the 
Department files. The supervisors cannot locate this photostat, although 
they advise it may be contained in a section of the Will Green case which is 
presently in the Directors office. When this section of the file is obtain* 
it will be searched. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN 13 unclassified 
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RBCORDE 


Sr# Courtney Byley Cooper* 
The Penthouse, ' 

1212 fifth Avenue, 

Sew Xork, Sew Tork* 


Deer Byley: 

I an returning, I ere rath, the 
letter addressed to yen on January 7th t>y Mr, 
Alfred B* McIntyre, President of Sit tie, Brown 
and Company* I aa indeed pleased to noto the 
developments in connection with the hro ?;« 


Sincerely, 


J ( r 5,< „< 'H "* * 
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Alfredlt. McIntyre 

' . :’? *' •. • Pi'B.si.dejit . , 


January 7, 1935 . 
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IirnrlM _ MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 

'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / . ^ . 

jATF RY?/4 &W0 ft 1 ! 

“ Ari 1 1 ^1 am~ulH^]liHj^b§2 , eto the memorandum prepared by Mr 

10th submitting certain suggestions in connection with the draft of the__b!ook. 
written by Courtney Rvley__0oo.nen to be entitled 4>Ten Thousand Public Enemies M v 


*!uu S j 1* & . 

Ms, V'l 
airj c?l r%, . 

CJU lotf C!e*fc. -* , 
R1r» QoHk k » . 

Mr. Edv/ar^. . 
Mr, m . 

Mr* Har*< o . 

Mr. 

M'". 

Mx'i. Mnnn 
Mr* ' • >• ‘'th't * 

M* 7 . r.'«r* 

M s - 1 1 <.o \ 

Lester on January-niv 


You will note Mr. Lester’s suggestion that you should not prepare a 
foreword for this book. He bases this recommendation upon the fact that the 
book is quite lavish in its praise of the Director and the Division; that in view 
of this fact, he believes the foreword would cause adverse criticism by many local 
law-enforcement officials. He further states that since the book contains con- 
siderable criticism, directly and by innuendo, of local, police departments as 
well as of the Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice, a foreword by you 
might imply in the minds of these officials and readers generally a tacit endorse- 
ment of Mr. Cooper’s personal opinions in this connection. 


I disagree with Mr. Lester. It is clearly stated in the foreword that 
Mr. Cooper has gained opinions during his connection with crime matters which are 
distinctively his own and that naturally a difference of opinion between any two 
men would result when viewing a problem of this nature. Your foreword further 
states that you endorse the deductions which his various studies have produced, 
in the main. I do not believe Hie foreword as prepared can be construed as 
endorsing all of the statements made by Mr. Cooper. After all, this is his book 
and any conclusions obviously are his own. 


With regard to the possible implied criticism of the Bureau of Prisons, 
you are informed that while reference is made in the draft of the book to escapes 
from Federal institutions, Mr. Cooper has incorporated the following reference to 
Mr. Sanford Bates, apparently in order to eliminate any feeling that he is attack- 
ing the administration of the Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice. The 
book states on Page 278: ’’Therefore, in discussing penal insiutions, one should 
not discuss the men who run them, but the system by which civilization demands 
they be conducted. Certainly no one has given the subject greater and more humane 
study than Sanford Bates, Director of Prisons for the United States. More than 
study, he has given a great part of his life, reaching eagerly always toward the 
hope of finding the true means by which men may be rehabilitated. But a thousand 
men like Sanford Bates cannot beat the system as it now exists. Nor does this 
writer pretend to have a better one; this is merely recognition of a terrible 
canker in our social body which, instead of reforming men, provides an abiding 



I see no objection to the foregoing reference and I do not believe 
reference to actual breaks which have occurred in Federal penitentiaries, the 
facts concerning which are available in the public press, should be eliminated 
from this book because they may reflect upon the administration of Federal 
penitentiaries. There are cases of fact available to anyone who might desire 
to use them. 


Respectfully, 
Clyde Tolson. 


. JOHN-EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


WHDLtEHG 


of ^x&zziigtdixm 

J?. ^©eparimetti of Efwsitce 
PTasIjmgton, ■©. d. 

January 10, 1935. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T0LS0N 


I have revised chapters 1 - 12 of Courtney Ryley Cooper’s 
book to be entitled, ’’Ten Thousand Criminal Careers”, and offer the 
suggestions set out below in addition to those already made by 
several supervisors and officials of the Division. 

I am submitting these suggestions directly to you in this 
memorandum rather than including them in a letter to Mr. Cooper, in 
view of the fact that most of them are matters of policy which you 
will probably wish to pass on before definitely suggesting them to 
Mr. Cooper. 


I have read the foreword by Mr. Hoover and think that 'it 
is splendid. However, I am strongly of the opinion that the fore- 
word to this book should not be by Mr. Hoover for many reasons. One 
of my reasons is that this book is extremely lavish - though 
deservedly so - in its praise of the Division and the Director. In 
view of this fact I believe the foreword by Mr. Hoover would cause 
adverse criticism by many local law enforcement officials. As an 
alternative I suggest that a foreword should be prepared by some 
other outstanding law enforcement official which may take occasion 
to pay tribute to Mr. Cooper’s ability as a writer and to the Director 
as the greatest living criminologist. 


Another reason for my belief that the Director should not 
prepare the foreword to this book is because the book contains 
considerable criticism,directly and by innuendo, of local police 
departments as well as of the Bureau of Prisons of the Department of 
Justice. A foreword by the Director might imply in the minds of 
these officials and of readers generally a tacit endorsement of Mr. 
Cooper’s personal opinions in this connection. 
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CHAPTER 1 



V 4 

Page 2. It is my understanding that the Division does not 
give out this confidential identification matter to private indi- 
viduals as stated on this page. 

^’hel regaining L pages (22^ - 2 . 4 , ino4.u4iv^) , of y4i/~ 
after 21 are /missing so lL do not Imow their /contents . It 
searched for 'by Ithe filp room. / / / / / 

CHAPTER 2 

Page 41 • Eliminate portions of two lines next to the last 
line at bottom of page as follows: "evidently left behind by the 

robbers as a gift to the cashier for his ready obedience". '^2 

CHAPTER 3 

^his entire chapter will of course "burn up" Kansas City 
and may possibly prevent cooperation with the Division on their 
part at any time in the future. 

Page 66, (numbered page 22 by Mr. Cooper). In last line, 
capitalize "attorney general". ' vU> 

Page 18, (Mr. Cooper* s numbering of this particular {/ 
chapter). Next to last paragraph the statement by a Special Agent 
in Charge of the Division"This is the lawl", should possibly be 
changed to some other expression. 


CHAPTER A 


<yt/0 


.. Page 79 • Eliminate by all means lines 3-7, inclusive, 
"and it may be of interest ". 

Page 79 • Paragraph 3, line 3, eliminate the 3 lines near 

bottom of page beginning "He always had 'wondered ..." ,which 

will certainly offend police departments. 

Page 80. Line 9, change "crime chasers" to "investigators" 

Pages 80 and 81. I doubt seriously the advisability of 
mentioning the purchase of 25 diaphonous | as attributed to the 
Director. , [ 


A! L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 
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CHAPTER 5 

Page 106. Line 9 change "and he's in line to be the next 

head of the Brueau", to "he will probably be ". The former 

statement smacks of political preference, 

CHAPTER 6 


Page 135. Last paragraph. I believe that the reference 
to Mark Tw ain 's book, "Puddin'head Wilson" is possibly incorrect. 

In this story, according to my recollection, fingerprints established 
the true identity of a mulatto and a white baby of identical features, 
after they had become grown men, who had been "swapped" in infancy. 

Mr. Cooper might wish to check this so that his statement in regard 
thereto would be accurate . 

All the rest of Chapter 6 is identification data. No 
suggestions . 


CHAPTER 7 

Page 162. Last paragraph. Is this how fingerprint* got 
on car window? Probably permissible to use as "fiction" explanation 
in any case. 

Page 166. Probably a reflection on the Lamar, Colorado 
peace authorities and citizens. 

Page 170. Last paragraph is a reflection on the Peoria 

police. 

CHAPTER 8 

Contents Technical laboratory data. No suggestions. 

CHAPTERS 9 and 10 

A memorandum containing suggestions relative to these two 
chapters has already been submitted to you, and it is my understanding 
that you have submitted the ones you approved to M r . Cooper. 
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• 6HAPTER 11 

I believe M r . H ewby should check this chapter as to the 
correctness of the facts if he has not already done so. 

Page 278. Last paragraph. I do not believe that specific 
reference should be made to Mr. Sanford Bates since it might lead 
to the entire chapter being considered a direct attack on the Bureau 
of Prisons of the Department of Justice. 

I do not believe it advisable to give the details of the 
escape of Keating and Holden as set out at pages 285 and 286 of 
this chapter, in view of the fact that most of this data is confidential 
information from the Division's files gathered in connection with 
their investigation of another Department of the Government, in this 
instanf^Se Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice. I 
belie ve^hat this portion of the chapter vd.ll be construed as a 
direct reflection on the Bureau of Prisons and the Department. 

This entire chapter is dynamite . It most certainly should 
be toned down, and in my judgment should be eliminated entirely re- 
gardless of its tremendous interest to the public. 

CHAPTER 12 

If he has not already done so I suggest that Mr. Newby 
check this entire chapter as to the correctness of the facts. 

Pages 319 - 327. Might be construed as a reflection on 
the Leavenworth Penitentiary authorities. Probably not, in view 
of the fact that the escaped convicts were recaptured which is also 
set out in this chapter. 


I suggest that succeeding chapters of the book be filed 
in the appropriate file as soon as received and routed to the 
individuals who are to check them ^together with the file. 

After you have passed upon the above suggestions I would 
be glad to assist you in the preparation of a letter to Mr. Cooper 
embodying any of the above changes which you think should be made. 
This letter should not require over 20 or 30 minutes to dictate. 
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Chapters 1-7, inclusive and chapters 11 and 12 are 
attached hereto. Chapters 9 and 10 are already in your office. 

Respectfully, 


'1*5' yt -/\ 5 ' . 

W. H. D. Lester . J 
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December 31* 1934 


^MjJQEJE, M 


Ms** Toleon, Informs me that Mae*, Courtney Ryley Copper, 
who has recently born working on some articles In the Division* 
brought to his attention that a m>am by the mm of Vivian 
phase v?ac the subject in a bank robbery oaoe ea&o years ago 
and again mvs one of tho subjects in the hues 1 kidnaping case,, 
but the Division apparently failed to connect the two* 

Will you please let aa have a full, and detailed 
explanation of this matter*. It would seen to »© that It is 
evidence of a lack of proper check, and coordination of the 
information in our files concerning this case* 
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January 12, 1935 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


With regard to your request for information concerning the 
possible connection between John Dillinger and Will Green, please be infor- 
med that as a result of the search that I have thus far been. able to make 
I have been unable to secure any definite information pointing toward any 
such connection. 

Will Green was received at the U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas on January 16, 1922 from Kansas City, Missouri, to serve a 25 year 
term for robbery of the mails. Green was killed within a few hours after 
his escape from Leavenworth Penitentiary on December 11, 1931»- Therefore, 
it appears that the only possible connection he would have with Dillinger 
is through his possible association with Tommy Carroll, who had been active 
in criminal pursuits at Kansas City, Missouri, and who also served a terra 
in the Leavenworth Penitentiary, having been received there on June 1, 

1930 to serve two years for violation of the National Motor Vehicle Theft 
Act. Thus, both Carroll and Green were confined at the Leavenworth Peni- 
tentiary at the same time and may have had some associations there. I 
have been unable to find any other indication of their possible acquaintance 
or criminal connection. 

) 

Prior to Green' s incarceration in 1922, he had been arrested 
on previous occasions at Tulsa, Oklahoma and Joplin, Missouri, whereas 
Carroll had been active in and around Minneapolis, Minnesota and had been 
arrested in Omaha, Nebraska in. 19200and in Council Bluffs, Iowa in 1921 
and had. 1 : served thirteen months in Anamosa, Iowa commencing February 3, 

1922. It was later that he became criminally active in Missouri. 

/ Should your inquiry possibly have been with regard to the 
connection of Edward Green instead of Will Green, you are advised that 
^Edward Green was actively associated with John Dillinger, Hamilton, Van 
Meter and Gillis in the robbery of the Security National Bank at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota March 6, 1934 and of the First National Bank of 
Mason City, Iowa on March 13, 1934 and that it was as a result of the 
investigation looking toward the apprehension of Dillinger that Green was 
located and fatally shot by Agents in St. Pau l, Minnesota on April 3, 

1934 ‘/ . recormd 

In this connection, there may be ;a pos^ibl^'] link* between 'Will 
Green and Dillinger, inasmuch as Edward Green' had in his employ two Negro 
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women, Lucy Jackson and Leonia Goodman, who are known to have also been 
associated with Frank Nash and Charlie Harmon. Nash, of course, was 
of active assistance in the preparations for, the escape of Will Green 
and probably was acquainted with him during his incarceration in Leaven- 
worth Penitentiary prior to his escape. Nash’s connection with the es- 
cape, however, was primarily with regard to Grover Durrill and Earl 
Thayer who also escaped with Green and others on December 11, 1931 • ^ 


I am unable to definitely state that- there is no connection 
other than that shown above between Will Green and John Dillinger, 
inasmuch as I was unable to review all the files which might possibly 
contain such information. To definitelyairive at such a conclusion 
would require a thorough search of the Frank Nash file, the Kansas City 
Massacre file, all sections of the Will Green file, the early sections 
• of the Bremer file and the early sections of the Dillinger file. I was 
unable to make such a thorough search of all these files today. 


- Respectfully, 



G. n. Lowdon 
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.Mis Courtney I$leyCoaper* : -. : - 

. The Pent Houses 

1212 Fifth Avenue/ ’ - , 

: -Reset York- CJityV: • ' v "'■ , :. * •• -f.i 


.Dear RyLey; ' 


With referenda to your telephonic conversation Tftth Me. Toisop. 

T'. hm rlttvljZ +-W ftiwv'i div ,..4 4-V\ 4-p^ft 1 •PA^ll AlfV ' ' 


which spy: ps ox interest ana aasxawice. .iw statxs'Gics auoipea;are , ; 

aa of January' 1935*:’ • '• V \ ♦*'* • » v ‘ 

; Xotal of fiugexpript^ •/• ■■, 2 

; Total number of contributors !“ f ;* ’ , **/• ' ' 7*220 * 

., '. v Total 'number of forei©x contributors. ;',*■< >'/'• ... .. .\64 

Avofage huithor -of priata 'reoeivel daily ' V .! ,.••■ ' 7 j-*\ ’ \ 

during December, 1934 > .'• 7,"'' .. • • \ : ;';:[oyef' 2*70.0 . ' 

..Total: nttobw' -Of iinSeos odrda -in file ^ ' 1 4 '0,824*440 

' ’’ .2. Kumboj* .of 'records itt‘*singlo- finger** t . v - ; " ;■ ■ - '• . 

•'>•'.• . print ' fj l& ; ' • yy '' . ■■ . . ■,/■'. .' •' ’ 10*153 

tlumber of. Civil' Service 'prints, in .fil'd .'2 ■*'. - 
■ . Number of personal- ideptifluation. prints. .> ‘ 7 ' 

• ••■' ; , in uiQh-oritoihal section V *■■ V 2>40Q<',- 


'./• •■'' ; , in uiQh-oritoihal s^Ctlpn '; v 2*4004'..* v“._ ■ r 

<\ ’• ! '' • ' - 

• A puraber of matters of . unuahali.cUrr eat: iaterest in connection vdth , •’ 

\ ': • ; ow, civil idspf, if ication ac.tiviti.ea hafe come to' bui^ attention rocehtiy. . ■ _ 

. - * :• 'J2 These. matters,, 'of course-, CUppleaent the information contained in the at- . • - i--\ 
■ Mr/Matho-ta. Qhejd pamphlet' entit-lod ^Pivil Idehtificatiph^, vrhich I feel; confident - • ■ • ;f<’ ? 

Mri T^sohyon-iiavo. . Hov/ever* I am appending : tho addfc^w^i-^l^ 2 xln^h^eyeni^yoy| •/•; . 

I Mr.-cies.*k r need|it'. " , .' : , v 2 ,' ' ... 

phlof Clevk, ; --- jpri December 6y 1934* 200* fingerprint eard^^ei^i^QMVmd’ ih‘; ‘the identic 
Mr. Qi-'‘'K.yrfi.Q a '|i on Unit from the Ohio 'State bureau! of Criminali l&ati^lie^tion; iirthe ’ 

Mr. euwar^tooflj of employ, ees ,of the Stats Xse id^pificat'ipn files • 

mi: that five of these .employees n^«J& 5n tlraSedtSdvhti^nm&i-.tijn^*/' 4 ^’ ^Isd ; 

5 Mr. mv^-receiyed; recently - SJ fingerprint.- caf^S-. frdn-ihe-^li4o^epairtmehti^* Asheville* -7* 
vHdptq'Curolins, ih the cases of .' persons,. connected -viithjthe Transient Center •’ - 

j4ir.' L^47\'a^r-thab point^yho had. been fingerprinted b ecause , o f the,. nr e valance', pf. chime • , 

[• Mr. <2u»nii in-the -vicinity of the Center. .'' Identifications/nore effected' in. .17 of these • 

| : ur. W^w^jjaseaL'-- " Some . of 2thp [ persons- involved had served penitentiary' terms*'-' I bnoP ; .;. jr . 


' s raoy*.* r '^wi: T 
MissG atvd y . 


Soho i y&rs6ri& lavolvad 'had 0er?^ ' I ; 

. . ALLf ifdf^RMAtlQN CONTAINED,' . -if 

' , HEREIN’ ;)s;-MCLASsipED. ;.V, = : ■* ; *' 2 C~> 4v^h '' *■ ' 

". mm l IV !uys RV .g usto^s • •• • . . ' ' .*v, •: 






tlr* Courtney Filey Cooper. 


you will handle this' information father J, 4olicately? 4 . Ii*py persons: have 
suggested that transients be; fingerprinted hut there arei of ‘eotirge, Others 
who contend that merely because they are' transients they ; should not' he 
subjected ter this Wsiigfoa", ' /• ' " . ' . 


Fingerprints. also have been received recently frc;i the Police; Depart- 
ment at Hhaiai; Beach, Florida,- in the cases of 345. persons who have applied 
for ’ various positions there. The authorities of the city nacied forwarded 
those fingerprints : to determine whether any of the persons seeding, employ^ 
■went in hotels- or other establis.taonts had ruoords*’' Identifications wore 
effected id 21 of these : .cases ‘and one of the# was listed as a ‘fugitive wanted 
in Los Angeles, California, according to the Division’s. files* -• ' 


There is one Biblical quotation which its used rather extensively in 
-connection with fingerprint works or treatises', which -reads in part, as 
,• follows t "And Ho ccuseth all to. receive a narlt xn their righthaud", <Eev‘. 

13:16), . Curiously, 2nd Kings, 9:34-3?>, reads as follows: , "See now to. this 
‘ ’ cursed woman* and bury her: for .She is a Icing’s daughter,' And- they went 
to buiy her: but they found no; more of her than -the skull,’ and th* feet, 
and the pains of , her hands' , . so that they shall not say, This, is lesebel". 

Some authorities have pointed out' that in finding only the palms of the hands 
important identifying data were disclosed, ” ‘ ;Y'-. a . * -• 

In the event any other -matters- of a -current nature arise; ;<in which I feel 
you may be interested, I shall see that they are directed to you at once. 

v , ' ' ■'< , * *’’*'!*, i % * ' f — u ’ \ $>». < 

•’ ^ ■ With my best regards, I ah - • ‘ 'i .. •; ; , V- - • 

’. , J ' t /. Cordially yours,;’'. - 

• • v - ,, m ‘. ’-V/ : ; . ' wwvqa;. ’ ’I 


Bug. #334571, 



THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 


V.-V ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
/ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. . „ 

nflT P vnWS R yqi4S tQOvS 

Wednesday night* Wp™ 


My Dear Clyde: 


Thank you so much foryour candor over the 

telephone tonight* I realize thoroughly Mr* Hoover's 

high regard and respect for Mr. Bates and I did not 
■< 

— 

realize that inciting those parole figures about 

/ 

the Federal government J&ss&b I might be put in the 
light of s a ying something against Mr. Bates for whom 
I have the highest regard. In fact, at several places in 
the book I have referred, as you must have n°ted^^n^^ _ 
the highest terms to Ms^york* (r>2 ^ Qjj 

All I was trying to say was tha$^i$£$ parole' system 
was wrong, not his administratioA of tie ^piJo le 9 system.. 

JAN 211335 x Ui D ! '” u 

However, I should have known thal -yori , ~wg^llt^aye ob^e'cte'c 
to it, inasmuch as you pr e v i ous Ij^-wheis-r J^a^geirt33lg^Hp 
the parole article, refused to give me any figures. 

I feel that I could go ahead with this anyway, as 
Mr. Hoover specifically states in his foreword that 
he disagrees with me on various topics. However, since 
he is so determined in this matter,’ and feels so 
pointedly that I would be hurting someone for whom he 
has tremendous regard, I am cutting out all mention 
of Federal paroles, except to say that they are handled 
on the highest plane now existant in the United States. 

I feel that even Mr* Bates will agree that the 


parole system is very badly handled in many states and 



TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


that it is destroying its own purpose* 

Therefore with the exception of the remarks 
above mentioned, I shall delete anything criticising 
the Federal parole system* 


V ,-LCS:'AMP. 






"sar 


■ %«/• Oofilpea?! '.V ’ ,-V • -,\ .*'■ •;■'••' 

■ISXS; A-treaue, .;- ; f ••' ., , • • ' > 




* u ’ 

" 7 ^ , 4 * 

**-? T 

4:# 


«* to connection with 

• • la i”«catea by the ^lloni^ 'totaSS!** ' “ V.tt*eTO«8W- -\ 


ftiisexpHn W 

• niiaeifona ego there sera - ' } .-, 

fart to atteti lMif kiwi««S^ *w*.fM8Wa*lat«t in an ef- ••■ -•■ ■ 

; « the pernL - -4-; 

«or L“ivi^ h rixt ttet “ 

: cent you any SdSi^rmaon SiSVSoi £*& holSS.*° ' •'. 

'. ;/ n " • .tfaraestr I'QeQpfldj. i Qja ' • , • ‘ . ; 


,4* 


’ -‘ ."• Sincerely ^otira* ; . : : . . V'.\ 5 , 

• > -■*! &*$M' W»¥®£ •■••'; '••’••• V: 4.. ’ : ‘{V ■ 


U-" 


*. - lNFPBf» 1 AtlOM COvfTAI^Ep ; - . , . - . • fc-v 

: >. ■. V.-.aWr- ■ -.• : '• Ufo3'2&^-\* I 


l ■ - '••■ ■<■ 
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PILES SSO'TJCi'N; 1 
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)k * * ' « ' \ v .« 

, Pi Mt * ■ i ' 

r. SlVISIOtl OF )(iVE3TI6ATrm«, . 
^ t), 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE jj 


L M ' A i 1 






'0»V&V'| < V -• ’ ’ ■ ’ ' •'• ; 


" tv 'li* .fcUfr ~ i '■ - v . < . % ’ . v . 


.'■ dk, 
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1 copy. 
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JOHty.JEDGAI? HOOVER 


V 


DIRECTOR 


WHDL:EHG 




jBtfrtsuro xjf ^nfasttQvihm 

£5. JiL ^iejjariittetti of 3I«sitce 

pffasIjmgtoK, |9. GL 

January 16, 1935* 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 




Nathan 
V*r, Tolson. 



Ur. 

Mr. Baughman.. 

Chief Cleric. 

Mr. Coffey - 

Ur. Edwards 



j; .sir. E*?an 

j! Mr. Bar bo... 


Mr. Keith...., 
Mr. Lester ... 
Mr. Quinn.... 
Mr. Schilder, 
Mr. Tamm ... 
Mr. Tracy.... 
Miss Gandy. 


I have reviewed Chapter 13, (attached hereto), of Mr. 
Courtney %-ley^Cooper ’ s book, and offer the following suggestions: 

It will probably be desirable to have Mr. Newby read the 
' entire chapter and check it as to the accuracy of the facts con- 
tained therein. 

/ Page 333 « Paragraph one, line 7, change "United States" 

to "Federal" . 


' Page 334 > at top of page. Mr. Cooper, may wish to 

elaborate on the mention made of Fred Barker and, gang at this 
point, in view of recent developments. 


Page 334* Line 8, in view of above suggestion, eliminate 
V "That is the future". 


/ At the bottom of page 336 and top of page 337, the Divi- 

/ sion probably cannot vouch for the alleged political tie-up at 
Kansas City. 


/ Phge 344* 

v ing the files". 


Last paragraph, line 5, eliminate "while read- 



Page 351* 
awful good lay". 


Last line. "I’ve always thought she’d make 
This sentence might be toned down. 
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HEREIN IS, UNCLASSIFIED 
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JOHN EPGAR HOOVER 



GNL:CDW 





of ^ttbzztxQ&lfan 

“$L J§- ^eparto tent o£ justice 
pHasffnt^iott, ^EL C. 

January 19, 1935 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
hat f. llfrUS BY SlASjDg^ 

Chapter 13 of Mr. Cooper’s book has been reviewed by Supervisors 
Newby and Lowdon, who have the following comments* to make: 




Page 335, line 24 - Leavenworth Penitentiary is incorrect and 
Kansas State Penitentiary should be used. . 

/ Page 336, line 4 - Oklahoma State Penitentiary should be used 

^instead of Leavenworth Penitentiary. 1 


/ 


Page 336, line 7 - Kansas State Penitentiary should be used 
instead of Leavenworth Penitentiary. 


j , Page 336, line IS - Harvey Bailey received a sentence of 10 

!&=>■ y 50 years in the Kansas State Penitentiary for bank robbery and not a 
sentence of life inprisonment as stated. 


< 3 ; 



Page 337, last paragraph - the criminal record for Johnny Lazia 
shows no dispositions for the following arrests: September 28, 1908, 

January 22, 1916, February 29, 1916, January 4, 1917. In the same para- 
graph, the arrest of 1914 was made on November 2nd instead of December 2nd. 
In his arrest on August 23, 1911, the record shows that he was turned over 
to the juvenile authorities. 



Page 344, last paragraph - the information contained therein was 
obtained under very confidential circumstances, and relates to the wife of 
a former United States Attorney. You may desire to have this paragraph 
deleted, inasmuch, as to publish it may cause some embarrassment and tend 
to shake the confidence of other informants. 


i 

v Page 355, 3rd paragraph - the raid on the apartment at 204 Vernon 

.Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota was made about the time of Nash’s apprehension 
/ and by the St. Paul Police Department, which lifted latent prints. Some 
of these latent prints were later identified by the Division as being those 
of Frank Nash. The Division, however, did not participate in the raid. A 
few hours later Division Agents examined, the premises. 

' Page 366 , line 7 - Hermanson was also killed with Caffrey, Nash, 
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t. 


Memo for Mr. Tolson 


In several instances Mr. Cooper states that he has secured 
portions of his story from the Division’s files and from reviews which 
he made of Division reports, and in several instances he states that 
supposedly responsible individuals were associated, acquainted and 
aligned with such men as Verne Miller and Johnny Lazia. He does not 
' mention the names of these individuals, but it is apparent that he has 
received the information concerning them from Division files. 


Respectfully, 



G. N. LOY/DON 


1 copy 


.A 


T 7 




,) O 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 



X 



Dear Clyde 5 

Will you please tell Edgar that Mr. Lorimer 
ordered the interview with Attorney General Cummings — 
a spirited interview, ‘he says he v/ants — on the subject 
of the crooked attorney. I think I have a good idea, 
which is that the time has come to call these persons 
by some different name, so that the vast body of honest 
attorneys may differentiate themselves from the 
crooks. 

The fcfezxzz idea also is that a bunch of apples 
are endangering the whole barrel andt that good 
attorneys everywhere should realize it. That is is 
unfair to good attorneys and all that stuff* 

Mr. Hoovergs interview appears on the news stands 
next Tuesday* The cover of the Saturday Evening 
Post bears only two names at the bottom of the 
c over , thus : 

MARY ROBERTS RIWEHART J. EDGAR HOOVER. 

My Gawd that boy is getting in fast writing 
company! 


Same 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HEREIN ‘ IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Pfu r BY^foSltynS. 
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Shnuary 19* 1935V 




■Hr* Courtney Hyley Cooper*. . 
The Penthouse*. ' . ‘ 

■ 1212 ' Fifth. Avenue* .' ; ; ■ 
Sew fork City* • ; ' • 




Dear Kyley* 

. T'* 


; the so-called Tri-State Gang*,' Xf, after reading- this -memo- i ‘-\ ■ .. 

randum, you desire more detailed Information in this wetter*// 

.. I shall ho ■very glad to, forward it to .you*: • • ■ . • V ■ ;*<' <• r ' : /, ; 

, .X k&Qv? that you -ar© glad to- Xiaish, your work , in ' 

■ connection -isfith w Toa Thousand Public Eaejaiee***. X have not -■ ; • \ . •: 

been 'able to road it In detail, hut,- front;, what 1-hav© -gathered,;" --i-' ' / ' ’ 

in discussing the hook- with 'officials. hefo*;X believe it will ' f . , ■ 
v ■ oven, exceed your expeotatioa,s« '■ 1 

. With all good wishes, I m r '• 


^08S>PJB «r ^ 



•• 'Sihcerely your^- \mrstt! & : r": Si&ti - 


fJTri 


Mr/c;, 
iVlr. 


Tolson. 


>’C3 


, • Bncl* 
1 copy 




- fWiwci-, He 
' k ‘ ,r r ^‘ r .’-artjs 

;>.if •’yp. ff’arijo': . '* 

V'^Hct^X'L 

f/ <r ‘ . s * hi: <*ar...i- ’ l * 
' T «m,n ;.J'” 

;' r - Traoy, 

*-'-v3 Gandy 


- :A 




7-/ f M' ■ h^ryt- 

• ^A~yy“ 


AIL .INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

• : pATE^i2£-8V3m(te; 
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* JOI$N EDGAR HOOVER 
t DIRECTOR 


GNLJDD 


^cparimeiti of 2f«siu:o 
piasljuigion, ^£L <3L 

January 22, 1935* 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Chapter Fifteen of Mr. Cooper's book has been reviewed 
by Supervisor Lowdon who has the following comments to make: 

| Page 415, line 13: I can find nothing in the file / 

’ to support the statement relative to Dillinger 's presence 

-i at the time Frechette was arrested. 

•\ ’ y 

[■'* Page 418, line 15: Leonard Thomas Carroll should ✓ 

», be Thomas Leonard Carroll. 

2) 

r J Page 420, line 15: Mr. Cooper probably has refer- 

ence to Dr. Joseph P. Moran who is wanted in connection / 
with the Bremer case, but the statements which he makes J 
relative to Moran's treatment of members of the Dillinger 
> gang are only partially supported, there being merely 

s indications that Moran did have. contact with Dillinger* s 

jj associates. f 

• Page 421, line 11: Dillinger 's identity was not ^ 

- established until after his escape in this instance. 

Page 425, last paragraph: There has been some 
information received, which thus far has not been 
borne out, that Hamilton is dead and ,that he was buried 
in the mouth of a coal mine in Wisconsin and not in 
Illinois as stated. 

Respectfully, ; . / 



JAN 24 1931 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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» 

Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

January 22, 1935* 


0 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES. 


A copy of Chapter Fourteen, 
changed to include suggested corrections 
submitted by Mr. Tamm in his memorandum of 


January 21st and Mr. Lester in the attached 

informal memorandum, is attached for the files. 

Another copy containing similar changes was 

§ 

delivered to Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper on this 

date All INFORMATION CONTAINED. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED A _ 


RECORDED 


/ 


JAN 26 1941 

/Enclosure./ (/ 

j o>° 

ii 


/ Clyde Tolson. 



f -p 


fifftk Z3 IS 35 


s' ,t 


JOHN .'EDGAR HOOVER 

U * 

I % *’ DIRECTOR 
I 




rrf ^nfoztxgpibn 

P* J&. Pejnrcftttcni of 31 «sit tz 
piasljhtgfott, p< (&, 

January 21, 1935 


f 


GNL:KD MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON . 


Chapter 14 of Mr. Cooper’s hook has been reviewed by 
Supervisors Newby and Lowdon who make the following comments; 


} 


Page 373 , Line 15 - Claiborne did not find the 
gun in question, it having been found by Officer 
Irven P. Strean who turned it over to Claiborne. 
This discrepancy, however, does not appear to 
be material. 



Page 378, Line 11 - Frances Nash was first ar- 
rested in Wenona, Illinois. She was later ar- 
rested at her home in Aurora, Minnesota, but her 
presence there had been known for some time. 



Page 378, Line 13 - Information on Galatas came 
from two readers of Liberty, and it is believed 
that Mr. -Cooper’s statement should be revised to S 
indicate this in more general terms, inasmuch as 
it is probable that the reward offered by that 
magazine will 7 be split between the two informants. 


Page 379 » last paragraph - The raid in question 
was not made until the day following the party- 
described. 

Page 396, Line 23 - Correct statistics in this 
instance should be 16 convicted^ 7 indicted, 3 
of whom have pleaded guilty. This also varies 
the sentence beginning on Page" 397, Line 16. . 

Page 397, Line 9 - Louis.Magness should be, Louise 
Seaton, Magness being her, alias. 







AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE, 6 


Respectfully, 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



Jtfrtsit m xd~^x&t%txQ$thn; 

P. #§. ^Eparftttenl of justice 

. ■ , Pfaslftw^iott, Cl; 4 ' 

■- . January 23, 1935. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MRt T OLSON 


S 



k- 



O 


■iSi 



p 



I 

I 


1 

cl 


Chapter 17, of Mr. Cooper's book, has been reviewed by 
Supervisor Lowdon, who has the following comments to make: 

Page 457, line 6. Welton Sparks was sentenced 
for Post Office robbery and not bank robbery. 

With the exception of the Henry Cooch case, 
which appears on pages 474 and 475, and which 
is correctly recorded, there appear to be no 
statements of cases investigated by the 
Division from page 461 to the end of the book. 

The material contained therein relates to crime 
statistics, parole, pardon and probation matters 
and to criminal records of subjects of certain 
State cases. These matters, of course, I could 
not check. 



{ ) 

pr 

<s 

'V 5 




All INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
pifl T BV3iflg£H£t 
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j DIRECTOR 
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xd ^ttfositgaifon 

JiL ^epatintetti of justice 

piasljtttgfctt, C. 
January 23, 1935* 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Chapter 16, of Mr. Cooper's book, has been reviewed by 
Supervisor Lowdon, who has the following comments to make. 

Page 427, line 18, Tornny Cannon should be Tommy 
Gannon. 

Page 428, line 21. Information on this point, 
which was received from Marie Conforti, has / 
not been substantiated and the money found * 
on Van Meter was supposedly recovered by St. 

Paul Police. We can not support the state- 
ment that it is still missing. 

Page 436, line 11. The statements, here made with 
regard to the possibility of Helen Gillis testi- 
fying against John Paul Chase, fdr the reason 
that she suspects him of having stolen $2,000 
from Lester Gillis, may possibly Have some bear- 
ing on the trial of Chase, should it be held 
after the publication of the book. It is 
possible, however, that this information is al- 
ready generally known in and around Chicago and 
vail not materially affect the prosecution of • 
Chase. 

Page 445, line 23. Zeigler was killed on the night 
of March 20, 1934. 

Respectfully, 





E.^A. Tamm 
RECORP^B ^ 


f,Q 
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d- Ji. department of justice 
ptasljmgtcm, d- 
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| !tfr. Tofeon ...... 
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hi 
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^ vi^Uvf Gierke. , ;, 

1/ | ‘“*1" Coft'K^ 1! 

Jr\ i . * • 

w h <->*• ^jv/ardc*,,. 
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January 24, 1935 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

Mr. G. N. Lowdon and Mr. &. E. Newby assisted in the 
l book to be issue 

Very truly yours, 


i! Il.'ith 
>'( *T. . L^iiv-r , 

Out ad 

■i 

-j >or„ 

I * i-uv.m .. „ . 


check of the forthcoming book to be issued by Courtney Riley Cooper.*”" ' '■ = ' 

O 





E. A. Tamm 


1 copy 


RECORDED 
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This is not an important letter so 
I shall send it to New York. I don’t know 
when you get back from Washington and I hope 
there will be ho delay in returning to us 
the balance of the proofs and the captions. 

I am returning the circular letter to Mr. 
Reed and he will see that the changes are 
made in the paragraph "The Authority." 

I have worn from th^featirnj&ay 
Evening Post thah ^urroundin g i&a-pusgggfc" 
is scheduled for February P.nd an d aft An Fn-H-.h 


and Sin Some More" for February 16th. 

After working out the manufacturing schedule 
carefully we have decided to publish on 
March 4th , Monday, instead of March 1st, 
Irridayl 


Faithfully yours, 


O 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

The Penthouse, DgSlSS 

1212 Fifth Avenue, \ ' ''' f S P. L' 

New York, N. Y. * /* 
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To: 


K*~ Director 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr . . Tamm 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Baughman 

Mr. Backus 

Mr. Douglas 

Mr. Glavin 

Richmond 


_Mr 

_Mr. Tracy 
.Miss Gandy 
JPersonnel Fi2| 
Files 
_Mr. Renneherger- 


Mr. Nathan 
Mr, Tolson. 

Mr. Clegg*™...... 

Mr. Baughman.* 

Chief Clerk ... 

Mr- Coffey 

Mr. Edwards..... 
Mr. Egan .......... 

Mr,. Harbo .. 

Mr. Keith.*.... 

Mr. Lester ........ 

nn._ 

Mr- Sohllder 

Mr- Tamm „ 

[©"Sr. Tracy......... 

Miss Gandy 
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Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

January 18 , 1935 


Time - 6:33 P.M. 


MEMOR A N D U H 


PI 



Mr. Nathan. 
Tolson... 

1/lr. Clegg:.. 

Mr, Baughman.. 

Chief Clerk . 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egran „ 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Keith 
Mr. Lq, 

Mr. Quinn..., 

Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Tamm ... 

Mr. Tracy .... 
Miss Gandy.. 


ni wu. ........ 

eith 

setcr 


I telephoned Mr. Carusi with reference 
to the statement of the Attorney General to the 
effect that he might be able to arrange an interview 
with Gourtney Ryley Cooper sometime after the 15th 
of this month, and asked Mr. Carusi to re min d the 
Attorney General of this. 


J. E. H. 


1 copy 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE — 


FEB 1935 
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j/OHil EDGAR HOOVER 
. \ DIRECTOR 




GNL:CEK 


|ft- ^eparimart of ^Justice 
phtsljmgimt, ^pl. ffl- 

January 30 1935. 
MMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 




iK 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
iVfcl’KS RY ^V^i 


DATE. 


Mr. Cooper’s interview with the Attorney General has been 
reviewed, by Supervisors Newby and Lowdon, who make the following comments: 

Page 1, line 3 - The statement . quoted here is set forth 
in the file as follows: 


v 



A 



"I turned the money and jewelry over to an attorney at 
Cleveland, Ohio, while I was in jail to keep for me. This attorney was Ed 
t Stanton, whom Paula contacted at the police station in Cleveland. I told 
Stanton to try and reach Harry Sawyer and to have him inform the gang to "beat 
it". 

/ Page 1, line 7 - The intimation that the gang left torn as 

* & result of information supplied by the attorney cannot be definitely supported. 

Page 3, line 8 - This statement probably refers to Ben Laska, 
j/but nothing has been found to support the assertion that "there was legal 
direction and assistance before the abduction was carried out". 

Page 6, last line - The attorney referred to here is 
^probably Laska. The use of the phrase "under observation" may be questioned. 




Page 7, second paragraph - Attention is invited to this 
‘'paragraph, which , the marginal note indicates, is taken from personal knowledge. - 

Page 8, line 12 - Nothing has been found to support this 
/ : reference to the revolver. 

Page 8, line 17 - There is nothing to substantiate this 
^ statement that the money referred to here was to be used for intimidation of 
< witnesses. 


Page 9) last paragraph - We have been unable to identify 
•/' the case referred to in this instance unless it be that of Dillinger, Van Meter 
and Piquett. RiSL’OKDED “ ~ 

/ Page 11, last paragraph - Nothing 

* relative to this quotation has been found. 
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Memo to Mr. Tolson 
1/30/35 


Page 12, last paragraph - The Division record on Pace shows 
that he was received on January- 30, 1932, at Leavenworth to serve two years. 
His St. Louis police department record indicates that several of the so-called 
i/ arrests are transfers so that it is doubtful if he has ninety six separate 
arrests . 

Page 14, line 22 - The murder of Reilly and Campbell took 
place in Pitts ton, Pennsylvania. 

Page 17, line 15 - Siegal received an eighteen months sentence 
^ but was not fined. 

Page 18, line 21 - We have been unable thus far to check 
on the court's ruling in this regard. 

Page 20, line 21 - The attorney in this case first notified 
the TJ.S. Attorney, who then brought the attorney to the Portland Division 
office. 


Page 20, line 23 - Alderman was sentenced to a Federal Prison 
Camp. The term "road gang" is incorrect. 


Respectfully, 



E. A .Tamm 


2 copies. 
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Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

January 19, 1935 
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Time - 3:50 P.J 


MEMORANDU 


If 

Mr, Baughman., jj 

Chief Cleric | 

Air. Coffey ,1 

Mr. Edwards Ij 

Mr. Esran | 

Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. Keith /. jj 


, yfj 

y Mr. Lester 3 

I Mr. Oninn 9 


Mr. Quinn 
Mr. Schllder. 
Mr. Tamm — 

Mr. Tracy 

All ss Gandy.. 


ft 


I telephoned Mr. Carusi and inquired if 
he had spoken to the Attorney General about arranging 
an interview with Courtney Ryley-^ Cooper. He said 
that he had spoken to the Attorney General about 
it, but he had made no disposition of it. 


Mr. Carusi conferred with the Attorney 
General again, and ascertained that the Attorney 
General would see Mr. Cooper at 12 noon on Wed- 
nesday next. 


J. E. H. 


1 copy 


FEB 4 *? 1935 
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■Ur*' Coiirtney %^;^oopwi'jf/. -.•v.*,’---’ 
W2 Fifth *?<?nuo* ' • Y ; •• .’yr : 

Hew tork Cii&i "*■.. / '• •■’t-sC--: 1 


Dear* . Ryleysw;' • •r . 


• % ■ , ; \ t 


, 4 r" ’ * <:•' ' ( <•> * 


' 1 '. .fflth ^efer^nc'e' to\ yhurcarece'nt. request*.." 
I * am enclosing tteyewiih a copy : of a compi ls;iioii : 
Concerning acts of clemency on the -part of : 
iSoyernor Muryay. qf Omhoma from; ^aai^y > 193X v . 
tip to arid inclnding December 7* . ’,■,/* 

Sincerely yours* 'I', 
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LITTLE, BROWN & COMPANY 

PUBLISHERS 

34- BEACON STREET. BOSTON 


ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT 



February 4 


! Mr. Nathan / 

! Mr, Tolson 

Mr. Clegg 

M|Tg ggu gh man — 

Chief Clerk:— 

Mr. Coffey ] 

Mr. Edwards j 

Mr. Egan j 


Mr. Clyde Tolson, 

Assistant Director, 

Division of Investigation, 
U. S. Department of Justice* 
Washington, D. C. \ 

Dear Mr. Tolson: 


Mr. Harbo. 

Mr. Keith ' 

^lr , Lester 
Mr. Quinn. 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 


In accordance with instructions from 
our President, Mr. A. R. McIntyre, we have 
sent you by parcel post to-night one thousand 
copies of the letter for "Ten Thousand Pub- 
lic Enemies.” 

Trusting that they will reach you 
promptly, we remain 

aamtaiL^s very truly. 


«* *LL INFORMATION CONTAlMT 617 
1 ^HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED f m 4 C0MM ” 

ggr/t Advertising Manager 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREiNIS UNQLASSiBED 



LITTLE, BROWN 5c ^CO W'P^'N Y 
PUBLISHERS 

34- BEACON STREET. BOSTON 
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The Book* 




Announcing the publication on March 4th 

TEW THOUSAND PUBLIC ENEMIES 
by Courtney Ryley^Cooper 

Foreword by J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Division 
of 'Investigation* United States Department of Justice 


Probably the most revealing and authoritative account of crime 
in America that has ever been given to the public — the story 
of big crooks and little crooks, bosses, crooked politicians, 
gangs, kidnappers, crooked doctors, night club owners, lawyers 
and bankers — an open discussion of all the barriers that con- 
front law-enf orcement officers. The Frank Nash case, the 
Dillinger, Nelson and Barker-Karpis cases are among those with 
which the author deals at length to illustrate his points. 


The Authority; 


’he Author; 


te 

ir 


The opinions are .the author’s. Every statement of fact has boc^ 
checked and rechecked by the author at the Division of Invest!- 
gation, United States Department of Justice, in Washington. • Sp? 

M 

3\ Edgar Hoover says in his foreword? “Certainly, to my mind, 
there is no writing man more thoroughly equipped for this .task. jW? 
His interest in the Division of Investigation long antedates the 
spectacular events which, within the last few years, have brought;'^ 
this enforcement’ arm more fully into public view. His knowledge 
of the inner workings of the Division, his personal acquaintance 
ship with its wide-flung personnel, his familiarity with the 
methods, aids 'and purposes are on an equality v/ith that of men 
who actually form its staff. Beyond this lies a quarter of a fcr 
century of studious interest in the crime problem. Naturally, 
in that length of time, Mr. Oooper has gained opinions which are^X; 
distinctly his own. But in the main, I endorse the deduction?. V-*T 
which his various studies have produced, and I look upon him as 
one of the best informed writers on this subject in America." . \ 


Note; 


Please send me 
Ryley Cooper. 


TEN THOUSAND PUBLIC ENEMIES will be. published on March 4th. 

Copies ordered in advance will be mailed (postpaid) for delivery^. 
oh that date.' 

ADVANCE ORDER FORM My 

Mr 


cop TEN THOUSAND PUBLIC ENEMIES by Courtney 
I enclose check for 0 (03.00 per copy) 

money order 


/•' 

rM--. 


r-c 


Name,. 
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n Sgv Ctemrttnsy Byley Cooper.* 
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X wasted to ealX to year etto&tloa tlo efcs$s0o . 
la tha designation of tfeie organisation to federal Byrecwi 
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You s^r doeiro to arrange- for expropriate, 
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February, 15, 1935 , 
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\ . It?* COuriney ityley Cooper, . •’ .*• y ■ -' * 

■ ' The Penthouse, : "V- ' Vi " ;7l 7 : : f \ ■■ a;. ■ ■■. Y-v V’^ ; " '“A 7" 
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• • A'v. ; thought you might be .inier#sted; itt. tie 

which, is quoted f£on the Feb^ary, 1935* issue of the&Xansas State 
\\ *• ’ Peace Officer, a publication of the. Kansas- State Peace Officer's^. ‘ . A 
■ ■ Associations 7 . A. A'AA'A . . */ .y T> • . : '7 \\a\\-- vvAA' A s " 

A V ‘ \ ./ - B Hoted Author Writes' on Law Enforcement - ; ;H A y A y 

fh^atturclay Evening. Post of January: i^.and of February 2y 1935,:. 

• <?' • ! contains two very interesting articles by one of America’s fore- 

: V}2 Q'^^aiodt authors, Oourtney Biley 0.6$ per:*\ ' . ; .• , '. .= 

' ’o 'Cobpe^' ha.s; : Shi &eerl interest- in; law-tnf prc.eY Y- ; • 

;\ ga» co >-*.i .-'.fflent, and, has written' viirious articles, including. one about Chief : . ' • 
O. * ^nrper and Inspector- * Dad* Bruce,, of. the Oolorndo Springs,. Golo4;V- ; A ■' . 

,'hrtSffi . rado, police. :waal^p^hed in The, American , 

-. 55 SI AP . Magazine* ‘ i ./a---' " : r, ■'"’•• ; V *Y* •' •• ‘ ' • ’.A 
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t~P Cohn ^dgaf ..gjlayfr*: ' .ihls gpos" ^into' do^ljr 'e^jaiping •} 1 • 

..i» full' ’ij.ust^ ^..ho^fingeypri^t cards' are handled,, shows a : cut of , , . >•'. • 
'Y'V.. ■}.'■'/■ tho,;sin^e.fing^i^nt ^section, end oites many .interesting cases *Y 

YYr.t'-- 9^'' identifioatioir by , the. Division.'-Y; ' «V'.- ;.. ’*V> - vV:Y 


! 4 Y’i/ & 'issue "of Febmary:2;,. the arM<4® ?Sufcjroun%ijig; .|hp ^sppot t' • 
A . A * m r ■ -is^ ; a9Vidtferesting, and gives 'brief b^stches* pf ^.'.SQnio.'of ■< '■ 

the iaost intdi'esting 1 cases *evdr ; - handled % by the Bivisicn.' of Investil 
• Y { .&» this'.articiey Cod^sr .discusses & situatipn :; which Ya ; ;'X'-' 
\ *. v Y‘ v ..y.Yy- : has been of 'much intare&t' .iw‘ > 

1 - pf laws, in . dealing out sufficiently severe .punishment^*' .' Publicity" 

l| la “the law'.enforceEient units ^ll prbyo. • y Y 
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The E'ven] dstg Po st 

Tiie Cxi^isPxibHsliLiii^ Coiripaxiy 
^£0r^e^orace jLoz'ixnev JSdttoT 
P HED^VX)EX^PECXA. 


February 25, 1935 


Dear Coop* 


.Kr* Lo rimer tells me that we are? running an 
editorial on the 25th. birthday of theifeoy scouts; 
only that and nothing more. You may deduce the rest. 


in 11 , ^ an y thanks for the tasty dish of pickled crow. 
\/e*ll have a picnic some day. 



RECORDED & iNBm^D 


O 

Mr. Courtney Byley Cooper 
WWSjAC 
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chairman 


COUNTRY GENTLEMAN 


March 1 , 1935 
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Mr. Tolson 
Mr. BpxVus 
M r, ea-’g'.^an.. 

Chief <' erk 

Mr, C'erg*- 

Mr. C^Jfey 

Mr. £ d wards 

Mr, TZga , 

Mr. Ha. -bo 

Mr. Keith 

-Mr. Lester...^.. 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. SchPder 

Mr. Smith 
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My dear Mr. Hoover: 

«*. xt*SVS 4° r /° ur *•"- «■ *fc 

Mr. Cooper's av+f^i pleasure to know thal Miss candy. 

We Mre an fSt tha J T 6t With y ° Ur 

series, unusually weV) ®? exGe Ption£|l- 

with wide-spread appW^ ^ v, 111 is *eetHg”~~“ 

officers have written oh* ’ ugh some parole 
parole system and alibii^ 1 ^ 02 ^ present 
board. We are as thear Particular 

a new series dealing with nth plauri£n & to have 
crime situatio^in^Lsrica! 1, 802103 ° f tha 


RECORDED & 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
l/d 
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ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Room 5101 
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1935. 


To: 


. j 

^‘""Director 

.Mr. Nathan 1 Mr ‘ 


,_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
_Mr . 
.Mr. 
Mr. 


Clegg 
Tamm 
Edwards 
Egan 
Quinn 


Tolson 

Backus 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg-.. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr, Edwards 

Mr. Egan 



Baughmanwr. Ha rbo 

BackUS j Mr. Keith 

Glavin 
Swenso 
Tracy 

Miss Gandy, 

_Mr. RenneUpF^e? artlm 
Miss Sheaf fM r -' Tracy ~ 
_Mr. Kennedi Mlss Gandy - 
.Mr . SeyfaijtTf 


Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn 1 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. Smith 


See Me 


Send File 



Clyde Tolson - 



The First Auth^g^ Account Division of Investig^ri’s War Against Crigp^ 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER, tells inside stories of the pursuit and capture of Dillinger, 

"Pretty Boy" Floyd, "Baby Face" Nelson, the Barkers, and other criminals in 

TEN THOUSAND PUBLIC ENEMIES U 


MULTIPLE 

MURDERER. 



KILLED 
BY OFFICERS. 



Never before has there been a book like this! . 

It tells for the first time the’ inside story of the way 
the Division of Investigation/ United States Depart- 
ment of Justice/ operates in> its nation-wide war on 
crime. The true account of man-hunts that have 
thrilled the nation — and a revelation of the way 
the Federal agents act despite crooked politics/ 
local inefficiency and public terror to get America’s 
public enemies. 

It tells the inside stories of the pursuit and capture 

of Dillinger, “Pretty Boy” Floyd, “Baby Face” Nel- 
son, the Barkers and scores of other kidnappers, 
murderers, racketeers 

.. .big shots and small s — 


Read how notorious 
criminals are caught . . . 

how Washington is 
making the nation safe 
. . . why the Bureau 
of Investigation ex- 
cels Scotland Yard. 


Timely and Thrilling. Here is a book that can be 

cal led without exaggeration “the most timelyand most 
thrilling book ever published in America . . . and 
every word of the incredible story it tells is TRUE. 

“Ten Thousand Public Enemies” tells the true story of 

how unerringly the Division of Investigation oper- 
ates, of how colossal are the resources at its com- 
mand, of how inexorably it has tracked down and 
captured scores of public enemies, and of how it 
has made the entire United States a deadly trap, 
which no criminal can escape. 

You’ll read this book tense with excitement, 

and you’ll feel a 
j deeper admiration 
THE KEY TO THE PICTURES ON THIS PAGE for these Special 

Agents of the Divi- 

RACKETEER — Al Capone — Now Residing in Federal Prison, Alcatraz Island. ° , . . . 

BANK ROBBER — Harvey Bailey — Escaped from Jail by Bribing the Jailer. SiOH Ol Investigation, 

MULTIPLE MURDERER — Clyde Barrow — Who Terrorized Texas and Oklahoma. U. S. Department of 

THRILL KILLER — Bonnie Parker — Wife of Clyde Barrow, Killed by Federal Agents. Justice, who GET 

“TRI-STATE TERROR 1 * — Wilbur Underhill — Killed by Federal Agents. their men even at 

KIDNAPING — Charles Robinson — Kidnapper of Alice Stoll in Louisville, Ky. ^ Sacrifice of their 









BANK ROBBER 


With 38 illustrations. $3.00 




J. HOOVER/ Director of the 

Division of Investigation of the United- i ‘ j ? 
States Department of Justice, , j 

Says of Mr. COOPER: - ! 

“I am most happy, that Mr. Courtney Ryley ’ 

' Cooper has chosen to tell the story oh crime as * 

* it exists in America and the efforts of the. 
Division of Investigation to outwit and punish 
the violators of laws which come within its , 
jurisdiction. Certainly, to my mind, there is no 
writing man more thoroughly equipped for this 
task. His interest in the Division of Investiga- 
tion long* antedates the spectacular events 
which, within the last few years,, have brought 
this enforcement arm more fully into public, 
view. His knowledge of the inner workings 
of the Division, his personal acquaintanceship 
with its wide-flung personnel, A'is familiarity ' . 
with the methods, aims and purposes are on an ’ ' 
equality with that of men who actually form its, 
staff. ' ’ 

“Beyond this lies a quarter of a century' of 
studious interest in the crime problem: Natur-. 
ally, in that length of time, Mr. Cooper has 
gained opinions which are distinctively his 
own. It is natural also that there should arise 
the differences of viewpoint common to any * - 
two men who view a problem from the tense ' : 
standpoint of actual contact. But in the main, 

I endorse the deductions which his various , " 
studies have produced, and I look upon him • 
as one of the best informed writers on, this' ' 
subject in America/* \ * ' 


| Fingerprirg^j^si- 
tively IdeiWj^Alt 
Public Enemies! 

; The Berti I Ion Anthrome.t- 
rical System, formerly used to* 
identify criminals, was dis- 
carded when the two Ne- 
groes pictured here were 
found to be identical in all 
measurements. But — the fin- 
gerprints proved them to be 
two different men. / .* 
To-day the fingerprint is 
the bane of the criminal, even 
though he makes use of plas- 
tic surgery, bone operations, 

■ tattoo-erasing and hair dye- 
ing. 

Once the Division of In- 
vestigation has pointed to. a 
man as guilty there is no re- 
futing it Fingerprints can- 
. not be forged, cannot be altered or changed in 
any way, and they will break down any alibi. 

The Identification Unit at Washington has on file 
4,800,000 fingerprints of known criminals. When 
any police department throughout the country 
sends in t fingerprints from a suspect they are im- 
mediately checked up against the file and identi- 
fication is immediate and positive, irrespective of 
the alias the criminal uses. 
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JOHN DILLINGER PAID $5000 TO HAVE THESE 
FINGERPRINTS ALTERED— TO NO PURPOSE! 
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by the Division of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice! 
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MEMORANDUM FOR AIR. TOLSON 




Mr. Nathan,,,.,., 

Mr. Tolson^^f., 

Mr. Backus 

Mr. Baughman 

I Chief Clerk.. 

Mr. Clegg— 

Mr. Coffey . — - — 
Mr. Edwards — - 

Mr. Egan _ 

Mr. Harbo 

! Mr. Keith.. 

, Mr. Lester ... — .. 

| Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder... — 

Mr. Smith 

I Mr. Tamm 

| Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 


In compliance with your request of yesterday, 
please be informed that I telephonically -communicated with 
the New York Office and talked with Special Agent Donegan 
advising him that Mr. Courtney Ryleyp Cooper would undoubtedly 
csOJ at the New York Office with regard to a certain case 
and that every possible courtesy was to be extended. 

I talked with Mr. Whitley this morning and he stated 
that Mr. Cooper conferred with. Mr. Donegan yesterday and was 
furnished with, all information desired. 


Respectfully, 
, < 


T. D. Quinn. 
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Mr. C'oc^er transmits letter 
from Michael J. LaCapra 
in which he complains of 
statement made concerning 
him in Mr. Coooer's book. 


A 


Mr. Cooper comments. 


g 



/Mr. Nathan . 




Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Backus. 

Mr. Baughman.. 
Chief Cleric/ 

Mr. Clegg-., 

Mr. Coffey', 

Mr. Edwards , 

Mr". Egan 
Mr, Marbo. 

Mr. Keith . 

Mr. Lester . 

Mr. Quinn. 

Mr. Schilder if: 

Mr. Smith , 

I 

/MrT Tracy . 
is Ganc 
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Dear Edgar: 

9 

Here * s a real fan letter* It is 
Jummy (Needles) La Capra, the guy in the 
Lazia case. Guess he’s a bit nuts. I assuaged 
his feelings and told him he wasn’t a convict 
and not even reformed. 

R 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN, IS UNCLASSIFIED 
n&T F sTaaM B Y llUSM 
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. Iiaroh 7,’ 1935 

Ve ts .Adm.Home , las. 

O 

Hr. Courtney Riley Cooper 
1 212-5 th Avenue 
Hew York City,IJ.Y. 

Dear Sir:— 

The ®msa s City Times under date of March 4th 1935, had an article in regard 
to hook published hy little Brown & Co. of Boston,ISass. of which you are the° 
Author, ti ole .Ten Thousand Public Enemies. u 

It was printed in the Times on the above date, I was a reformed X-Conviot 

^g 1 - 1 an ^ that y°“ stat0d 50 » Wishing you understood ny" feelings 

as it is not so, I would appreciate a reply as soon as possible, I am. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED / 
DATEI^AyM#* 


Yours truly 

J HEtehael 
Hospital • 3-E, 

Veterans Administration HoaB,Eansas 
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11:10: A.M. 


..MEMOEA&DUM I’Oli M. TO LBOu. . 


■ Mr. VMtley, Assistant Special Agent in Charge, ' ... 

telephoned and advised that- the neh Hudson cars for the Eew 
York office would'-be delivered today and wanted to know whether 
one should be set. aside for officials of the Bureau and place . 
the pne non held in reserve hack in circulation. . • • V 

I informed him that if -tile new cars being delivered were 
of a later 3jo del add were better, in every respect than the car 
how being held in reserve the, re, would be no objection to having ' 
one fixed up in the same manner as the old one, otherwise the car, 
now being held- shoxild.be retained. - i-V ■*- 

4* ~ 't " * ' „ „> » , ' ' ' . 

" ’ - ‘ ‘ " *- , . \ ' • ' v ■' 

. , - 71 r. whitley also stated that Mr. Gour they Eyley Cooper 


Cfti 




to. the Mais Begenza case and received all the information he" - 
desired. ", •. . ‘'7 


Respectfully, 
1* .B* Quinn. 


. .2 copies . 
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| Nathan -$$x\ 

M r, Tolsori^:; 


upon r the >pf 3 r% B&t©$ > 3 # p&aii^xi the:/ r r-i'; 

*a& • / * . ■ — \ ;/\ ^ ; \V/* >-JV* . v '*i v 


■ Mr*8aokus. 
, Mr, 


- Mn-Cie-gff A ;iaa 


seuracy pS 1 Ms, .s^aie^eat^j |>u-fe s^Ply. as calling it. tb ^osr aitmtiSn'.in. V\r ^'4 '7 
.,- - . .. N ,. . vfH-^i ey<ktt j&a 'Meb iis*e.M& to isafee-say ^detaii^^jply.'l^ M® .^gas^bne* ;X - ;V;;TC- : ?. ; 
•• Mr^dyturxur^g^^ j$js v bis asual pi^t^are,'. #&X'is$oar m®& -verbal. ’ .;'AAA ' 
w~&ten r ,..gp. eb&pl&iat ifo.tW Attorney- Gsasral -&p te you V^ativ&\to/ 1 $&& <- 

L. vi-i — -^ons'in. c&£h tftte- .reraar&s ■»hich'X"bsi-ve ■/'.?':■'* 

lag' i&© graat 34 s' < 5 f' ? ;'* • • . 

7 X • *+• -» -t . . . _ “ v v. ‘ ^ Hit-*.* «»f»' -i a, - - " ■”'" .. ‘ s.* ' 
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Mr, Lei&ier 

I Mr. U.„,,„ m J4 


■“laSfe 




Mr. Schilder“5?, 

Nf. Smith ' 

M r, /Tam tn i&.li 

t ’ -■ ■ > 

LMr. Traoy 
, Miss Gandy 
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entirely achtnbat© ia Uime&ifiip&Msi. Xn this particular iufttsue©* '' v • 
tkpro he ./’criticises certain $htt ers ‘appearJ&li’ ia the book* fi fea •SJ&rosand' ' ., 
^taa^-Sajogia^. I au.nob. debiaeu&'osf lmn?deni»g the .fbtoraey- ’general oy you 
.With./© .det&iled analysis of the fact# .thick! know'a?©uld, .dis^yolr8'-^« states • 
■mehtS/pf ESy* ’Bates* unless it be the desire, if ^e--Bii>srtient^t'hat. £ go reply* 

a.:.-/.': $, would like to fc£$ai regoi^.ts^^ tliai/^*./ Bhfcefcf • state-..' ••}:;•.; 
i-me&t'ib/tb© effect/ tknt tfeu/f^rfau >* wshdf £[p*ekm$''$hi9& herons i h© 4-’:*k 

.says- ; sq : w " sdld- sbufidoatial/i’eyofts, oat to' $oa© noy&liStr:oW only . to ©bar-’ ':■ 
.ao^yiBe4'$s-'^- absolute, lif; .-. Neither. : l noryrny on© ©Is© in; t&ig' Bureau ye- •;' . 

•di|ie^.br v 'Aadii'bctijsr, ©r. y^oeired’'anyt&ittg : of;' Valh©*- .■ ; '-/•; 
aiyeotiy ,or indirectly* . . from "the pubXi©ul&on of pis boob entitled B len f hou- ; 
sand Bubli© Ishoaies | # . or from the piblicatioh, of ’ fcaggft other articles or ©■ tori©© / 
Avblqh-.ha'v'e appeared ;> @.t Spy- tdMp.iu any publicatioa.^. ' ' AS' a- -iaattfer. ©f / f a©t^ ,1 '// '; :; 
Mte- declined- sons : . of .- money-; tf&t. have -been sent to • »©• for articj$© - that have, •••* v,' 
••been ^ ,«r4ti©|i,by\iae ^oita3uiia^./.to:'t% nbtiyitioe-if -thb-Bhroohs - £. think you •.-. .-*; 
•'hr# hwarp/of' thi .footvihat’ % p©rssh$^y. retniviusd'- & ■ ©heCk-for- $1^00.. which.-/; ; -V-, 

. I, received from : ihe®M©r f c^^^a slno- last yepr), .and £ have definiioiy- hd^ •■'•• ;V 
hefed to" the- s Vie^ that no official of the bribed' Staffs dovarhment should ' .' t- 
receive a cent for any article©. dr ispoe.cheS ; which he,pdf .at any time - writs or . 
aSk#* ;..'2b'.,the ittstanes- of 'the |ublication 'of; the book, afea fiiousand Public ■ 
l^iemi.esj,^ i'/Was offored Ab rontineratibn-and l. haye^r'eoieiWd no- r^3irSeration>-' : 'f 
nor f.»ouid ; X accept-bny. if it Were of fared to me*. ,/ .&©■ publication of the book*.?" ;'• 
as you- know,, was- sabnitt^d ,tp. ; thof Department,' and/ ’ the;-' foreword- 'wiptch’ l --'wroth' v > 
•for the; booh %s'’hpproved.by, the Department^- ’Poasegn^-hLy^ 1 can see /no';- ’ 
impropriety ^ ‘£r ' X think that the book' ;. 

'pill . serve a .ye^/usefbi -purpose bnd’-h&hnube wnterially' ,tlse . prestige and *" • 
standing of the .pepartraont; ©f. jpstico#^ ; , If /ohe.'hay judge, already. ,fr©n the:; / "-' -, 
public reaction/to'/th© book and'-fa?omtfee book roviews; of the'Barao', it. Is--- ./• 
ffoll in linO'-to. become/ on© of the "best -sellers.-, v : / ••.. ;,' r- ••/ .• : '• t / •%> ., 

■ - in regard •tQ-'th©; b&ntents./Of the book, you^'br©' advised that 'A©-/coi^d^ , M^aii 
reports - web© ^had© available. Goopbr, had fhat|>ractlcJ3lly the entire ; . 

contents of the book hay© been- published from time to him© in, tihe; magazines . "' 
/and newspapers throughout the ©ountxy* Fhrthernoro, lir., Cooper dfew upon ./ '/’.. 
sources Other than those riithin the Bureau of investigation for his informal.// • / 
tion* I do not knpvf specifically to what lh’* • Bates refers when he states - ’/ 
that information was given tottr, €ooper ; rolatiy.e to Confidential matters '•'.’/ ? .“ 
ab^it ; which" prisoner© talk, bacause there have appeared sapy 'stories and - ; : .- /. 
articles throughout, the country from tin© to tim©, written by ex-prisoners' , ' - 
thehselves, giving the details of the operations and activities' within v th© -./ 
penal institutions^ : . • - • -'. ■ ••:. - '• ■ ’• =• / -•''■'; 

is I have indicated above, I shall consider the co.viments of Hr,. Bates 
a closed incident /unless it bo your desire for »e to reply fully to the same,. 






plalat ( "to . the At 
Kill call this:/* 
•that $ i#y he ac 
it /worth «hil'd - ? 4 


ol' course, is tap event Sta* Bates suhaits any coei— 
General in line with . Me. usual tendencies, if you 
m to- the Attorney Generali '■ attention In order \ 
the ^opportunity ^ /if, the Attorney General' considers 
^e--the; inaccuracies of ap* Bates sfai^uents^;. . : ; 
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tS&rch ^ X^3§ 


WUta'** 1£b2$ ^*IS* 
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X ieXahhesssd tint Bfcrefttt of prises aa& there USjM vtlfo .tSe* S®***’ 
iQQttp ±a regard to .the roquet of' Mr*. EeSa&oa $&& tks Edited States ^ £t t©rhey 
isa. Chicago .1*0? a eenfefeiss® in Chicago; ®S»fh ISsXaft CiXSi% orbing' isaXch ceu^cr** 
Bati^Mr* fy&psfl&bA f£& V$&* ho i&ff Jt*fc 

t&a |hxp$&tt %& T&&3&& JJfiS&si OiXli^ {Shii.^^% && 

heert foXXosrod inn insfc assess E&sovor* 3© &?’ wosM prepare t-hs 

order for the .iSigaatsr# of Ms-superior® Sr* Es$so* 


W the legality- «f tfee .p&a&Sm* m& $&~mr. TFWm*sr ssswa «go* ww . 
tharefros* Mtsr I had assured Ifev Bates that go publicity uouM Osmaate 
ttm this transfer ho stated* **.$f She gives. ygft *agr stories • 

of a eeafideatifil nature about the |aS£ sro yon going to soil ihea out to 
Sosa novelist stories* oaf s X «M» ^ 5ra<3W tern us ts- 

do-thstf*- Ba said*. ** otdbaSaSy: t£mft» jwtta®* •* book ^ 

umtsdv ia which 'dostfia^atiai. iuw^mg^tipaa- mfa by ymw 'J5««wr ffl» «ft 
boS&g #$p02$I ^ pag&g.ites 2 1ib& &g§?i§£j3£2$& &£ ? saEl^tefe^^ X 

to what he referred a»& ho mute?o% Ea^si^p the 

'<wml iaaido- .-story, of * the EoXdhh^ttiUS •3?rss&'*®& s&s* 4iey *«* «*&«&- &*» 
aido ui isriuon,a® : &ad • -,^ 

X a$au?e$ teiu that - there would ho h© publicity ^Xai&v® t§ t&e ’ • _ 
matter of the isem0^JA Holsu SiXUs^ sad tat saM®, *&&# ' t 5Tf%S^J*v^' 

-of the 'GcufMcatiei. records of the Bivieiou -pf X^eatigatis^ $&'%$ Is v^sw* 

X res^rked tfetat-X trsa ©f this^sl*. flefr its cOi^aut% he 

Said*. *We1X<* it.. lifts ou tfea £ren> r«J *% *» 

ioredord By aud it - h^S m sts^saat' fhat.thi© iu -hhas^ts^ «ho gosg^t 
fe^th bacaoeo it-uas takea; fr«a' f -t!se investigation rocoz-Ss of 1MWM 
of Justice*® ' X reuarkoi that 2 wouM baire to .get this hpok end 3?©sj it^ 

Ssf* ■■ Ba.£eo then ssidj* - ®^692 ^p you^ii rsad a 24st of ■ staff iu thore. that uo tss* 
hagpOnedj t0Oj»- 'X 

Getting -back to. the setter of the transfer of Belon QiUifig ' 

-Bsfetf saM, »|SSm. it?S Just a little Mt of a aarcaatie S^otsyhs to naeteer 
uo can do you- and uhstlssr' uo eaa. do this $hi*® oo the u^Sno^u^ 

hasio, and ws*ll reXy^K^u .if you «re gp&tg is give the «W»y «a® te - &t - 
'least mak US' afcoot it-fisst®. and let us. fs^ss oa" it*® 


6£~$l&£ f -/si> B ” ; ^' 
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Dr+ -Courtney fiyley Cooper 
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forcibly enough, and frequently enough, they vdll boob w&fe© oxoX 
■ap; to the realisation of the seriousness of the situation* 

It is underotooa that thero tail be future articles by ®rV 
Cooper in' the Post, and it- vcmld he well sorth your tfoil© 
to tfutqb for these and get tltea m they cons oat* Ihey are 
sot only Interesting, hut nay prove valuable to you* 51 

- Sincerely' yours. 


'x-l 


* John R£)GAR HOOVER 


vV^" 


DIRECTOR 


TDQjRCL 


M&mxl Mnvmn xxf ImxsBtxQ&txm / ^ 


§>. Sspartment af Suatto 
Masljtttgtnn, 0 . ( 5 . 
March 15, 1935. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON. 



Kindly be informed that Mrs. Brown of the 
Library of Congress telephoned and- stated that they 
had receiv'd a fetter inquiring as to whether the book 
entitle&^'Ten Thousand Public Enemies” was an official 
publication of the Bureau in connection with the Lind- 
bergh Case. 

I informed her that the publication in 
question was not the official publication of the Bureau, 
but that it was merely the history of the organization 
as known to its author, Mr. Cooper, and that the Director 
had written the foreword. 

Respectfully, 


T. D. Quinn. 
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KUrofc, 12, 1935,, . 


•' . IIEHORAH33UE FOE HR- TOLSOE' 


/. Attached is an article appearing in the 
- ^/Boston, Herald $pt &&&' 10* 193t, V«*£tten /by 
' ’ n>, , . • ft Itei Birlaa^Jm^hegter*. and *ihieh is st *ev . 

•'■•:'•*: • 5 .’\ ’•*, viotr of tho book $Sea Thousand Fublic Enemies*” 

; . '. / ; 1 wish you would check to- determiue fetter . 

.. \. K ■ ’ ’ tfco BO^tou Office h%$f seat 2 a a. oo py Of 1 tM& ■ ' "'- 

• article*. . Shi®. arbiele Aus sent to*W by & : 


to see .it* ’ 

;> ; .v v > ..Vei^r.trttijjf yours, ;-- 


- i ,< > :■ r 
, ■ '} - 


f ’ - ''' J -:, >.-. y\ v ^dW.'WgaA’-'EooTrer^ ,.' .- 

/•• .*• ; , ^v=-vV;.- ."• ®^eoton.* : - '•. 

?: r [ • - ‘ 


*l/'* *.» - 




I Nathan .Ci----, 
Tplson 

3adkus ;.w.u ' 

[Baughman — ' 
IfCIerk ... 

ioffey 
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Mr. Nathan—— 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Backus 

| Mr. Baughman- 
Chief Clerk 




FRESNO 

CALIFORNIA 



March. 
Fourteenth 
19 5 5 


Mr. CIeg?r 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr- Ed ward s- 

IVTr. Egan 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Kei‘h.. 

Mr. Lesser 

Mr, Quinn 

P.lr. Schllder . 


Mr.. J. Edgar Hoover,. 

>l't Department of Justice, 
i\\ Washington, D. CL- 


My dear Mr. Hoover, 

The-' writer knows you 

are a busy man, but here goes anyway.- Just 
finished reading, 0 "Ten Thousand Public Enemies, 11 
by Cooper, and certainly agree with the publicity, 
and the Book Revlevsers on the Pacif id a Gqast . 

It is the outstanding volume of the year.'' y 

It appears to me that } 

anyone who can do a little thinking, should 
certainly read this volume. 

I wish you would give me 
Mr. Cooper J 's v address, as I would like to. send 
him- a little letter af appreciation. Pacific 
Coast Papers are carrying excellent reviews,, 
and the book is going along big.. Many of my 
friends already have purchased the volume- Cooper 
deserves a boost, and I r m doing all I can to see 
that he gets it. There is much more I would 
like to say, but why bother you? 


Mr. Smith 
Mr. Tamm... 
Mr. Tracy — 
Miss Gandy- 


K 


j! / 
f W 


Very sincerely yours, 


.H^KonigRU 


A.H^Konigmacher ,M ,D . 
710 Patterson Bldg., 
Fresno, California. 
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J \ ;^ 32 r*._ 4 *. ^pi^aacitiev'f .'*• ' 
7X0 Patterspn; BtiXldiog*. ‘ : :- 
Pzreend, Oalifoitiia# 

Kot&g^chers- k 


•,..’*< ,•' X hate, received your latter dated; ^;v 
'•^d^a^reciate/Very tsucti [■ ; 

iaeC'eoiiceriiiijg your 'lutereet -la/the "fcqdlt'.’ .. *> v -‘ ^ y ' r ; r 


'% - Cooperv X agree with you that IJQdk coatcins sueh 
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Hon. Homer S. Cummings, 

Attorney-General of the U.S., 

TJ.S.Dept . of Justice, 

Washington * D.C. 

Dear Mr. Cummings: 

This is just a little note to thank you 
for your kindly courtesies during our recent inter- 
view. 


I had an opportunity to stop at the 
SATURDAY EVENING POST yesterday afternoon where I 
found Mr. Lorimer exceedingly enthusiastic about 
it. The POST plans to vise it in an early issue . 


The mechanical work of getting out the 
magazine usually requires from six to el$it weeks. 
Therefore I cannot tell you at the moment exactly 
when it will appear but will advise you at the 
earliest opportunity. 


Again thanking you, and assuring you of 
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\ Federal bureau of investigation 

>■ ►< » 

Room 5101 *?// 3 1935. 




To: Director 

Mr . Nathan 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr . Tamm 

Mr . Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr . Baughman 

Mr. Backus 

Mr . Glavin 

Mr. Swenson 

Mr . Tracy 

Miss Gandy 

Mr . Renneherger 

Miss Sheaffer 

Mr . Kennedy 

Mr . Seyf arth 


See Me 


Send File 
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MryJ , Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U.S.Dept. of Justice, 

Washington, D.C. 
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Mr. Nathan 
r. Tolson l 
r. Backus. 

Mr. Baughman., 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Ed wap 
Mr. Egj 
Mr. ^arbo 

Keith * 

’» Lester ..y/. 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schllder 

Mr, Smith ... 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy ... 

Miss Gandy 


Dear Edgar: > 

Thanks so much for the^ interesting case 
on the Peoples National Bank, a^Kingf isher , Okla. 

I did wonder what became of Clark and 
this clears it all up. 

See you tomorrow. 


crc.cc 





* f 





P.S. Am catching a train for Washington so cannot 
sign this personally. 
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Fleeing 




"Government Heat" 


Powerful Federal Agency Set Up to Wage Relentless 
War on "Public Enemies' 1 Brings New Phrase to 
the Lexicon of the Underworld 






Blasting his way through' police traps, 
commandeering automobiles at the point 
'Of a gun, shielding his doomed life be- 
hind the bodies of citizens captured for 
hostages, Raymond Hamilton, South- 
west bad man of the Barrow-Parker 
mob, fled last week before persistent 
waves of ‘'government heat." 

"Government heat," That is a new 
phrase in the argot of the underworld, 
ana it signifies a new and powerful 
agency of law enforcement which Is now’ 
sending chills of fear up the spines of 
the thousands known and catalogued 
"public enemies." j 

There was a time when “heat," in the ; 
clipped and furtive language of the 
gangster, was just plain, ordinary heat. 
You posted your- men, held up a bank, 
shot a cashied and a patrolman of two, 
and dashed away. Perhaps you aban- 
doned your car and stole another. Per- 
haps you carried a bank officer along 
with you for hostage. Once across the 
state line, the heat began to lessen. 
The enemy was split up into many in- 
dependent little armies. Local and state 
police forces did not often act in unison,. 
Sometimes there was jealousy between 
them, and often their powers under the 
law to apprehend you were limited. 
You took your loot and disappeared to 
a peaceful resort in the country, to „ 
"cool off." Like the farm ‘in Paradise, 
Texas,- where Harvey Bailey and Albert 
Bates secreted the 'kidnaper Urschel, 
tor like the pretty little cottage in Okla- 
Wha, Florida, where the sUver r haired, 
lachrymose “Ma" Barker died over her 
machine gun a few weeks ago/ 
j Now things,' are -different, for a new, 
centralized element has entered the war 
-against crimes -Stirred by America's 
11,000 yearly -homicides and the'mount- 
W annual cost 'of crime to the average 
Citizen, * Congress has -swept" away bar- 
riers and conferred special privileges 
upon a newly organized corps of fear - 
less. specialists, headed ^by j, EjgHa r 
.hoover.- ^ 

SPECIAL “HEAT?? 

The special kind of "heat" that 'r e- 
s ults is aescribed by cJourlnevltaJ ev 
CTooperin his new book. "Ten Thbu^ nd 
public ^Enemies," published last week 
by little, Brown <& Co. Through. his 
long experience as a crime* reporter 
'and by means of the facilities granted 
him by the division 'of investigation of 
the department of Justice, Mr. Cooper 
has taken the careers of ICtae gangsters 
and hoodlums whose names, have made 
hews in the last decade — the Barkers, 
Dillingers, *. Hamiltons, Capones and 
Floyds and has made of them, not the 
disconnected series of dramatic depre- 


dations that appear oii the surface, but 
Uie unified story of a gigantic nation- 
wide industry, if one may use the word. 
A great network whose leaders ex- 
changed services and courtesies and 
talk of profits and losses like the men 
of the retail shoe trade or any other 
horizontal section of the nation’s eco- 
nomic life. 

While Hoover’s men are co-operating 
with Texas authorities in the pursuit 
of the fleeing Hamilton, there is an- 
other well-known crimester who is 
very much on the spot. He is Alvin 
Karpis, known to his pals as "Old 
Creepy." recently elevated by his fed- 
eral nemesis to the post of "Public 
Enemy Number One." 

Readers will recall the recent news 
story of how Harry Campbell and Alvin 
Karpisfi deserting their women, fought 
their way out of an Atlantic City hide- 
out and once more resumed their flight 
from federal authorities.' 

BELLS ON HIS TOES 

At latest reports, they were still at 
large, but because of the new organi- 
zation, Enrols ha s been thr ust into a 
. P°sitoji^o^ 

it was all very funny, in a recent mu- 
sical ccmedy show, for a stage gangster 
to complain because he was only Pub- 
lic Enemy Number Seven, but real 
gangsters don’t feel that way about it. 
The Public Enemy Number One of to- 5 
day is a living target. As he walks, i 
there are bells on his toes. 

"A name had been fastened upon J 
him (Karpis)," writes Mr. Cooper, ' 
"which in the history of the division of 
investigation has never failed to result 
,in death or capture. A living dead 
(man, condemned by his own designa- 
tion to a 'morgue slab or the electric 
Jchair, Alvin Karpis moved again into 
hiding. This time it was the flesh of 
Old Creepy which crawled and crept 
whenever he heard the raucous voice of 
a newsboy or glanced at the splash of 
widespread bold-faced headlines. There 
was his name, together with the ap- 
. pendage: 

"Public Enemy Number One!" 
^gctog^Hoov e^ carefully, js elected 
•y^njg/mfn, mosl otthem graduates of 
•colleges, all of them either lawyers or 
expert accountants, armed with tear 
gas guns to drive a public enemy from 
iv d i ne „? nd with hteh-Powered rifles ■ 
that will puncture, a bullet-proof vest I 
jare relentlessly on the trail. Behind,' 
them m Washington is a scientific bu- 
reau of crime solution equal to that of 
Scotland .Yard or the Paris Surete. 
Fast cars and airplanes are* at their 
disposal. They are the men who turn 
on the , government heat." which Js 
f v n e J\ how rising in ‘waves about the 
karpis. wherever -he may be. 

* k £g j^ g so extraordina ry 

igjl^nce. Karpis wotnd betsT 
^msnecRo know the amount of infor- 
• about career and habits 
which . is now on file at Washington. 

g °. Ver ? ^ en a &cnts have painstak- 
ingly checked and investigated his every 
fc wifc h human beings since 
he uas in the cradle, They‘kn<?w that 
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Frank Nash,, 
killed two years 
ago, called most 
formidable crime 
leader in recent 


Dillinger liked gangster pictures; they 
knew that Verne Miller was an en- 
thusiastic golfer, and bought expensive 
matched clubs. They knew that Frank 
Nash learned to like Shakespeare's -plays 
when he was irt Leavenworth. If Karpis 
likes a game of billiards, or goes to 
racetracks, he ‘will’ not stay at large 
forever .without indulging in his hobby. 

A man may possibly change his finger 
prints, he may have his face lifted, dye 
his hair and take an alias — but he can- 
not stop being himself, and sooner or 
later, under the strain of long pursuit, ! 
. he will do and say the things that are 
his to do and say. He will tell his 
favorite stories, buy his favorite clothes, 
and indulge in his chosen amusements. 
He will breathe easily, relax and sleep 
j nights. 

| And then one night, a friend will 



! He will leave town, and look f6r a new » 
place to “cool off." 

And-JFlQnver'sJW^TP^i poking 

undramatically through teiepKone di- 
rectories, making inquiries of corner 
druggists, grocers, waiters and delivery 
boys, until heat once more surrounds 
their victim, and sooner or later there 1 
is a gun battle, and a new transient in • 
the morgue. . ■ 

THE BARKERS 

That was the method used in finding 
Ma Barker and her son in their Florida 
cottage. Mr. Cooper tells us that, con- 
trary to reports, the oldest son, Arthur, 
did not reveal her hiding place when he 
was captured in Chicago a few days 
before the Oklawaha shooting. They 
raided the apartment where Arthur had 



The house at Oklawaha where Fred and Mar Parker fought it out with 
the “Feds” and paid for their defiance with their lives. 



come to his obscure apartment, or ap- 
proach him in the night resort— in 
Chicago, Detroit, Boston, Ix>s Angeles or 
St. Paul — which is known to his kind as 
a place of refuge. He will stroll affably 
to the table where the gangster sits, 
maybe the next table to. vours, looking 
. ana acting like any one else. He will 
exchange a casual greeting with the 
hunted man, while with little movement 
of his liRs; or by means of a quasi- 
code which even those at the table do 
not understand, he tells him that un- 
known men have been asking questions 
,v which point in his direction. 

The - gangster will say . something 
■ about a telephone -call and stroll, out. 


been living with -others of the gang, ex- 
amining every finger print and scrap- 
of paper. They found a letter in Ma 
Barkers handwriting, which bore no 
aadress, except the postmark of Okla- 
waha, and the letter told- of a “big white 
house near a lake." The Chicago men ■ 
phoned their discovery to Director 
Hoover in Washington at once. Within . 
five minutes special agents in Jackson- 
ville received orders to look for. the 
house, and soon a plkne left Chicago ' 
bearing special agents with machine 
guns, gas guns and high-powered rifles.' 

“Ma’-’ and her son had beetr identified . 
bevond all doubt, and federal -men are 
instructed' tor , take nq. chances, witji. 






(At right) 
Alvin Karpis 
(“Old Creepy’*) 
now catalogued 
as “Public Enemy 
No. 1.” 


: - : sM A 






known public enemies. At seven the 
next morning, as the fog began to lift | 
around the innocent-iowJng cottage, 
there was an armed federal man behind 
e\ ery tree. 

The Inspector knocked on the door. 

“We are federal officers, Mrs. Barker,” 
he said. “The house is surrounded. If 
you will come out, one by one, there 
will be no trouble.” 

“To hell with you,” she yelled, slam- 
ming the door and grabbing her ma- 
chine gun. “Let the damned feds 
have it!” 

And that afternoon a clerk in Wash- 
ington crossed two names from the 
government list of ten thousand public 
enemies. 

The work of Hoover’s men has been 
known to the public prints for some 
time, but Mr. Cooper tells us that the 
department gained its greatest impetus 
and public support, as an indirect re- 
sult of one of the moct vicious gangster 
killings of recent years. 

When officers came from the Kansas. 
City Union Station on the evening of 


Ule that was to succeed him. Para- 
c* rically, however, this criminal’s most 
important contribution was to the 
cause of law enforcement.” 

You can have your Dillinger’s and 
Capones, if you want them, but Mr. 
Cooper picks Frank Nash as the most j 
formidable leader of crime in recent 
years. In the story of Nash’s exploits, 
all the names of underworld celebri- 
ties come and go. While others may 
have achieved more limelight, it was 
the cool head of Nash which planned 
the bank robberies and jail deliveries 
for which they were noted. 

Nash’s career also illustrates one of 
the tendencies to which Cooper attaches 
much blame for the success of Ameri- I 
can crime — the public tendency to 
forget the criminal's brutality when 
some lawyer comes along and puts up 
the right kind of sob story. Nash's 
career began with petty thievery In 
the town of Hobart, Oklahoma. Those 
who advocate the sterilization of crim- 
inal classes as a method of checking 
crime will be interested to learn that 



June 17, 1933, with criminal Prank 
Nash in tow, and Verne Miller With his 
hired men cut loose on them with ma- 
chine guns, killing four officers -and 
Nash himself, whom they had come to . 
'rescue, Hoover's men took a hitch in 
their belts and determined to. shoot 
first the next time, and the nation- be- 
came sufficiently aroused to moke pos- 
sible the passage- of. new laws to give, 
them greater power. * 

♦ “There is* no .doubt,” writes Cooper, 
“that, Frank Nash, living,, had : been an j 
important figure in,th£ criminal world. 
Neither is there any . doubts*; . . tlmt J 
J dying, he left behind 
|pay%d -an,: ext cQglvc, 


ne came rrom. respectable parents and 
was given .a 'fair education. And dry 
crusaders may find interest in ■ the re- 
port that his- first thefts were prompted 
fiy a desire for^ the price of a drink. 
a ;was> a Nome Warfcman- who 
turned state’* evidence and .implicated 
Nash and another 'in several -tMtsiand 
Nafh, In revenge, helped ,to' ; klli, hi*. 
This resulted ifi *\con^cUoh fo* ninr- 
der, .afi<} on Sept* “NaAh be- 

came, t ks. the', sob -sisters 4ov# 








ingly 'conflicting’ pleas got the Gover- 
nor to give Nash a full pardon. One 
was that he was threatened with tu- 
berculosis;- the other was his. offer to 
enlist and fight for his country. Nash 
served in France; listened, doubtless, 
to the speeches of Y. M. C. A. men who 
told the -bpys they were going -to be 
better, citizens when they came home, 
and returned to Oklohoma and robbed 
a bank. He was caught- and convicted, 
and again became a “nameless number," 
sentenced this time to 25 years; 

At the end of three years, he made 
an application for freedom • “for busi- 
ness reasons," and the Governor ob- 
liged by commuting his sentence to 
five years. With time off for good be- 
havior, that meant almost immediate 
I freedom. The business Nash had his 



Hamilton, south- 
west bad man of 
the Barrow-Parker 
mob, who is being 
kept very busy 
just now keeping 
ahead of the 
persistent waves 
of “government 
heat." 


shot down or ' captured. * They • found | 
Nash wading his horse across the Rio I 
Grande, and, once* more he became 
a nameless number;- this time at Leav- 
enworth for -a term of 25 years. 

Nash learned a great deal in Leaven- 
worth, Mr. Cooper tells us. He found 
out what a piker he an'd Spencer had 
been to throw away the bonds they had 
stolen, keeping only the cash. He 
listened meekly while the big city yeggs 
explained that there were criminal bond 
salesmen wlio v?oul& accept them at a 



Where Ma Barker crouched with her 100-shot machine gun. The bullet 
holes show the concentrated fire of the federal agents. 


eye on was partnership with At Spen- 
cer, an outlaw whom he had met be- 
hind the bars, and who had escaped. 

Nash left jail on Dec. 30, 1922. With 
Nash's brain to guide them, the Spen- 
cer gang mounted to new heights, rob- 
bing 42 banks- in two years. Then 
pride went before fall. Spencer- read 
somewhere 'in a* paper that he was a 
punk compared with the James boys, 
because he had never robbed a train. 
That hurt ' him; and-; against Nash’s 
.advice, he ordered & train. robbery. It 
was the first -train robbery in that part 
! of the- country dm years; and it aroused 
' the; authorities to such -art 'extent.* that. 
I all -members of the^ Spencer,: ganijfciygre 


discount And. he decided that .his 
horse-back, six-shOoter days were over. 

He established a * reputation for 
studiousness, and quoted Swinburne, 
Milton and Shakespeare. He was willing, 
and obedient, , and .was rewarded by 
being made a trusty, with the run of the 
prison. Then, . in October, 4930, he 
calmly walked' out*. At* Herb Fanner's 
cooling-off place near Jopiin, Mo.,\ .a 
rustic retreat disarmingly equipped Vith 
cows. and chickens, he lived, for' a time, 
earning good money by running liquor.: 
There he metlthe late Fred*Barker, also, 
cooling- off after a job. . 

From.' there Nash went 'to St. Paul, . 
■WhcrfeVhe met - Shot-Gun George Zeigjcr, • 


who had a college education and loved 
flowers, and Verne Miller, killer and 

* bankrobber who played excellent golf, 
and always protested at vulgarity m 
conversation. Nash ordered tailor-made 
clothes and handkerchiefs that matched 
his socks, and took his master’s degree 
in crime. 

He learned of the network of places 
all over the country where a properly 
vouched-for member of the fraternity 
may buy. machine guns and cars with 
faked registrations, borrow money, or 
go into hiding. He even learned that 
if you are working in a strange town, 
and you are known to the local satraps ' 
of crime, it is considered courteous to 
lend you a killer or two to attend to a 
job. 

With the infamous Harvey Bailey 
(Urschel kidnaper) and with Keating, 
Holden, Zeigler, Miller, George “Machine 
Gun” Kelly and .“others, he conducted 
big-time bank and payroll robberies, and 
it was always Nash who made the pre- 
liminary surveys and drew the plans. 
These robberies took place in many 
states, ana often the gang traveleo a'* 
thousand miles to a robbery, and bqok 
again. ' * 

In between jobs, the gangsters- and 
their women were a highly’ social group. 
Because they could not settle in one 
place and accumulate permanent prop- 
erty, they spent a great deal in night 
.clubs ahd w6re always going* Visiting.' 
..Although the men were killers and jail- 
birds and many of their women con- * 
ducted houses . of prostitution 'while their 
men were doing time* they often created 
favorable impressions at golf clubs and 
winter resorts. Their cars were of the. 
better makes, their clothes beyond criti- 
cism, their manners and general knowl- ' 
edge often adequate. One of the larcenies 
for which Nash was never prosecuted, 
.for instance, was the* theft of a single- 

* volume edition pi Shakespeare from the 

Leavenworth library. ”, ‘ 

. The authpr«*lls many stories of* their 
exploits.* ' ‘ One .of > the more interesting ■ is 
>the story ' of -tl** -method- used by Nash 
it o 'free group of ‘ friends from Leaven- 
'Worfchr w They purchased- a 30-gallon 
.barrel, of., shoe .paste, into whioh they 
inserted -guns, ammunition and dyna- 
mite ..concealed in inner tubes to keep 
them; from the moisture. - Nash and 
three others took the barrel in a truck 
from- Joliet, 111,, to St. Louis, and there 
shipped it .to the Leavenworth peniten- 
.tiary, » 

"AUNT EMMA” 

‘ They 'kept their friends in ‘the pen 
informed' of their movements by tele- 
grams in. code. One wire read: “Mother 
; and France* are* well. ‘I will leave next 
week.' . * Love. Margaret M. Brown.” 
'This 1 meant that contact had* been 
I established with Fontaine, the released 
I convict. who had been sent to see Nash, 


and* that the barrel would be under way 
in another week. A later telegram read: 
“Aunt Emma very ill. Leaving St. Louis 
tonight.” Aunt Emma was the barrel. 
HI? Well, her. gizzard was full of 
dynamite. 

The convict who had charge of check- 
ing incoming supplies was in on the 
He pushed tne barrel to one side 
^ j contents were removed 

and the barrel burned. 

Seven men escaped, kidnaping the 
warden, but posses and airplanes were 
hot on their trails, and four days later 
three were dead and four recaptured. 
Nash and his crowd split, and aid not 
meet again until the spring of 1932, 
when, in their opinion, "the heat had 
cooled.” 


i ,, year io live. JLilO 

j following spring he engineered the jail 
delivery of Harvey Bailey and five oth- 
ers from the Kansas state penitentiary 
at Lansing. He planned to have them 
secreted in ’criminal hide-outs in 
Hitcher, Okla., and sent the following 
code telegram to the sweetheart of one 
of the men: "Will cut hay on 30th, 

Have purchased six cows for delivery at 
Pitcher.” She knew thereby that the 
prison break would come on May 30, 
that six would be freed; and that she 
might And her sweetheart at Pitcher. 

The “heat” was on Nash, and he 
moved to Hot Springs. Meanwhile, 
i federal agents were on his trail. They 
hao the registration number of the light 
car that ‘he drove. He had bought the 
car .in Cicero under the name of George 
W. Miller, and he had used that name 
'once too often. 

The law caught up with him in a Hot 
Springs lunchroom. The officers cov- 
ered him with their guns. There was 
^no chance to fight, and they hand- 
cuffed hint and took him away. 

It was then that Verne Miller, the 
.elegant golfer who himself was soon to 
’be found dead and naked in ■?, ditch, 
.went into action to help his friend. 

, To the average person, the idea of 
looking about in a strange town for a 
couple of machine-gunners to help take 
a friend from the police is the height 
. of fantasy. But that was what Miller 
did. and the men whom he found were 
.“Pretty. Boy” Floyd and Adam Richetti. 

■ When the six officers came from the 
station with the. handcuffed Nash, they 
,dld not obey Miller’s command to “Get 
--’em up!” They reached for their guns, 
[ana Miller's “ torpedoes” cut loose. 

Within a few weeks. At.t.y - 

niings adverted, the 1 creation q 


CUlfl . 

f ah 


iun ekcfo u ScotTarid ard/’ a natioh- 
Wiae crime detection iorce that could 
carry federal authority unimpeded into 
every part of the country. The “gov- 
ernment heat” which has since '. ac- 
counted for the Dillinger gang,* Harvey 
Bailey, and the Barkers, and which is 
I now closing in upon Raymond*. Hamil- 
fton and. ‘*No. 1” Alvin Karp is, waa 
'turned on, full blast. • . 
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The following data- have been obtained from the files of the ^ 
Identification Division relative to individuals who are probably identi- 
cal with those mentioned in the article ent i tl ed^Tei^pet^Pardpns^f rom 

1935: 


Mr. I 
^■fe.Xiector— 
».5r. 

iSr-Tresy— 
iMigoGseSy- 


Governor” taken from the New York sun dated December 19, 


Herman Ebbers, reported to have been convicted in New York 
County of first degree robbery and sentenced on June 6, 1930, to fifteen 
to twenty years, is probably identical with Hermann Ebbers, #24522, 
arrested by the Police Department, New York Oily, on January 15, 1930, 
on a charge of robbery when he, acting in concert" with tvro others, struck 
the complainant, John Williams, on the jaw, breaking it, and stole from 
the person of the complainant the sum of §480.00. As Herman Ebbers, 
#83248, received at sing Sing Prison, Ossining, New York, on June 19, 

1930, to serve a sentence of from fifteen to twenty years for the crime 
of robbery. The sentence was imposed on June 6, 1930. A notation appear- 
ing on the fingerprint card received from sing sing Prison indicates that 
Ebbers had been previously convicted in Magistrates* court in 1924 on a 
charge of disorderly conduct - intoxication, and fined $10,00. 


Gustave Fischer and Frederick Kellerman, reported to have been 
convicted in Queens County of second degree murder and sentenced on April 
13, 1926, to twenty years to life, are probably identical with individuals 
of the same names who were received at Sing Sing Prison,' Ossining, New 
York, on April 16, 1926, to serve sentences, of twenty years to life for 
the crime of confederate in second degree murder. Both were sentenced 
April 13, 1926, A notation appearing on the fingerprint card of Frederick 
Kellerman, #78464, Sing Sing Prison, Ossining, New York, indicates that 
he had been previously convicted on a gambling charge in Magistrates* 

Court during 1924 and fined $1.00. According to information appearing on 
the fingerprint card, Kellerman was bora in 1907, and his occupation was 
indicated as typesetter. 'Gustave William Fischer, #78463, Sing Sing Prison, 
Ossining, New York, was born during 1905, an d his occupation was indicated „ 




as assistant pressman.,, TMT -nr-vwn 
RBOORDEB& INDEXED 
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Wilfred Lillback, reported to havje^been ponvicted in Kings jCpunty 
of first degree burglary and sentenced on March l ’2', i.927, to thirty years, ] 
is probably identical with Wilfred Lillback, #79594»Lsing) S i ngj Prison, 
Ossining, New York, who was received at [that institution on March 8,^19 27, | 

f ! 








17 

--*• i 




ed at [that institution on March 8,. 3 

I ~ -a rt * *- 



8 

l 

C* 

fO 

-4? 

KT 

rt 


P 

P 


bn 


Ph 

c 

o 


p 

p 

p* 

p 


S3 

p 



Memorandum for the Director 


March 25, 1936, 


- 2 - 


to serve a sentence of thirty years for the crime of confederate in first 
degree burglary* He was sentenced on March 2, 1927* As Walfred Lillbach, 
#77097, Sing Sing Prison, he .had been previously received at that in- 
stitution on April 9, 1925, to serve a sentence of one year and six months 
for the crime of confederate in attempted grand larceny - second degree, 
having been' sentenced on April 8, 1925* According to notations appearing 
on the fingerprint cards of Lillback, he was first convicted in children’s 
Court, New York City, in 1912, on a truancy charge and received a suspended 
sentence* In 1916 he was convicted on a robbery charge and sentenced to 
nineteen months, and in 1924 was received at the. city Prison to serve a 
sentence of six months on a second degree robbery charge* 

Joseph Maglione, reported to have been convicted in Bronx county 
of first degree manslaughter and sentenced to five to ten years, is probably 
identical with one Joseph Maglione' who, according to the fingerprint files 
of the Bureau, was first* arrested by the Police Department at New York City 
as Joseph Maglione, #B-11S607, March 19, 1933, on a charge of homicide , 
(gun). Under the same name, registry #88377, he was received at sing Sing 
Prison, Ossining, New York, on December - 8, 1933, to serve a sentence of five 
years for the crime of manslaughter - first degree. A notation appealing 
on the Sing Sing Prison fingerprint card further indicates that Maglione 
was received at the New* York City Reformatory -on July 18, 1921, to serve 
a sentence of four months for the crime of petty larceny. He is also 
known to have used the alias of Joseph Fargione during his criminal career. 

< 

Donald McAlpin, reported to have been convicted in Oneida county 
of third degree burglary and sentenced on June 20, 1931, to serve from 
five to ten years, is probably identical with one McAlpin who was first 
arrested as Donald McAlpin, #3308, by the police Department at Utica, 

New York, on August 24, 1928, on charges of third degree burglary and 
grand larceny - second degree'. McAlpin was received at the state Reforma- 
tory, Elmir e. New York, as Donal McAlpin, #35168, on September 5, 1928, 
to serve a sentence of five years for the crimes of burglary - third degree 
and grand larceny - second degree* As Donald McAlpin, #3902, he was 
arrested by the Police Department at Utica, New York, on February 24, 1931, 
on charges of burglary - third degree, and grand larceny - second degree* 

He was received at Auburn Prison, Auburn, New York, as Donald McAlpin, 
#44720, to serve a sentence of from five to ten years for the crimes of 
burglary - third degree, and petty larceny.’ According to notations appear- 
ing in the records of the Bureau, McAlpin was received at the state Reforma- 
tory, Elmira, New York, during 1926, to serve a sentence of one year for the 
crime of petty larceny and was arrested by the Police Department at Utica, 
New York, on April 3, 1930, on a charge of violating the traffic laws, 
for which he was fined $10 .00. 
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Edward Orchard, reported to hare been convicted in Erie county 
of second degree grand larceny' and sentenced- on October 31, 1927, to a 
term of natural life, is probably identical with Edward Orchard, #A- 
39265, received- at Auburn Prison, Auburn, New York, on June 28, 1922, 
to serve a sentence - of five years for the crime of grand - larceny - second 
degree. According to notations appearing on this fingerprint card, 

Orchard was previously “received at the same - institution on June 4, 1913, 
registry #A-32893, to serve a sentence of one year and six months for 
the crime of grand larceny - first ; degree. It was’ also indicated that 
he was received at the Elmira Reformatory,* Elmira, New York, as Edward 
Orchard, #M-7667, on October 9, 1905, to serve a sentence of twenty years 
for the crime of robbery - first degree. As Edward Orchard, #j-2390, 
he was received at the Manroe County 'Penitentiary', Rochester, New York, 
according to the notations, on November 30, 1907, to serve a sentence of 
five months for the crime of petty larceny and - as Edward Orchard, #325, 
he was arrested at - Rochester, New York, on'Augttst 24, 1905, on a charge 
of robbery - second - degree. Orchard as George Wilson, alias Bill Wilson, 
was arrested - by* the' Amherst police Department at * Willi amsville, New York, 
on August 31, 1927, chared with burglary - first degree, and grand 
larceny. He was turned over to the Police Department at Buffalo, New 
York, on the same date as Edward Orchard, #19518, and, in turn, to the 
Sheriff of Erie County, Buffalo, New York, as Edward Orchard, #103, 
charged with burglary and grand larceny in each instance. He was next 
received at Auburn Prison, Auburn, New York, on November 1, 1927, as 
Edward Orchard, #42343, to serve a sentence of natural life for the 
crimes of grand larceny - second degree, and unlawful intrusion. 

Charles William Personius, reported to have been convicted in 
Steuben County of attempted burgLary - third degree, and sentenced on 
October 4, 1926, as a fourth offender, is probably identical with Charles 
W. Personius, arrested at Elmira, New York, July 6, 1912, charged with 
petty larceny; fined $50.00 or fifty days. He was again arrested as 
Charles W. Personius, #247, by the Police, Department, Elmira, New York, 
on July 31, 1912, on charges of third-degree burglary and petty larceny; 
sentenced to the New York State Reformatory. Personius was received at 
the Eastern State Penitentiary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania , on October 13, 
1924, as Charles Polonius, #2633, to serve a sentence of one and one-half 
to three years for the crime of larceny. According to notations appearing 
on the fingerprint card received from the Eastern state Penitentiary, 
Personius was received at the Elmira' Reformatory, Elmira, New York, as 
Charles WS Personious, #22213, on September 10, 1912, to serve a sentence 
of three years, four months and nine days for the crime of burglary and as 
Charles W. Personious, #37756, was received at Auburn Prison, Auburn, New 
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York, on September 5, 1920, to serve a sentence of three years for the 
crime of larceny, and was paroled October 3, 1922* The files of the 
Bureau do not contain a fingerprint card reflecting the information set 
forth in the article taken 'from' the New York sun relative to personius* 

From the information set forth in the article pertaining to 
Frederick W. Lehman and John Mariner, it has not been possible to identify 
these two individuals in the Bureau* s files* 


Respectfully, 
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j&r** Letter -***..** 


Mr* Quinn 

Mr. SchUder— * 
Mr. Smith 


B£gt£$$lFiP> W JXM-Tr-m-r-r 

Dear Ryloyi - ■ - 

X afc returning to you, herewith* the letter .addressed 
to yon on Slarch 15 by Ur* Sanford Bates, Director,. Bureau of Prisons, 
Department of dustier -Washington, B, C«, concerning certain matters 
covered in your book Pfon ^boashad Public IiK8aiee w » 

with respect to tbs second paragraph of £$r* Bates 1 letter, ' 

I am enclosing a copy of. a $v3mornnd»» prepared- in this Bureau on 
fioreh 21, nhiph contains a chaplet© survey of the participation of 
Francis |*^Sedting -find Shca^sSolden in the Kraft State Bank Robbery 
and in the Deavpawcrtb Prison break* Xoul will note- that the xnforaa- .. 
tion in. the possession of this Bureau, fully justifies your; statements 
with regard to both, 'incidents. With respect to tbs inquiry as to. 
why these sen were not proceeded’ against in qc-nuection vjith the Kraft 
Bank Robbery, you will not© reference to a report in the files of this 
Bureau, mentioned, in the last paragraph on page A of the enclosed 
• - vsesorandusi, in which- report a list was given of witnesses who could 

identify Keating or Holden or both of them as having participated in 
— jjthe Kraft State Bonk Robbery, lou will note, farther, that this 
•' 'Bureau received a Circular- on Bovember 17, 1931, from the local cuthori- 
ian " btics of Dunn County, Menononi'e, Wisconsin, in which it Is stated that 
Warrants charging murder, hank robbery, and assault, with intent to 
Icill had been issued .with respect to. Francis L» Keating and another man 
phono name was not known, at that time* Ton will note, also, that a 
reword of $2,500 .was offered for their apprehension or information 
lending to their arrest. 


Mr* Tamm.* 
Mr. Trzoy 
MISS C dauy 


It does not appear from the reports .Submitted that prosecution 
ms instituted against Keating and Holden after their apprehension at 
Kansas City, Sisaouri, on duly 7, 1932. 

i A cojy of the report referred to above was furnished to' the - ' 

3ureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice on February 15, 1932* 
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Ifcv Cooper — 2 — ‘ March 25 , 1935. 

I thick the contents of this meraorandnn fully answer the 
statements made in .Sr* Bates* coraaunieation concerning these incidents* 

She records of this Bureau indicate that Francis L* Keating, 
#29980, mas received at tho Baited States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, on May 5? 192S, to serve 25 years for robbery of as 11 with 
fire arras* According to our files, he escaped from this institution 
on February 28, 1930, and was arrested and. returned to Leavenworth 
on July 8, 1932*. On September 4, 1934,. he was received in the Baited 
States Penitentiary at Alcatmc, California, ‘in transfer frcn Leaven- 
worth, and our records reflect that ho is- still confined in Alcatrfta* 
p&'xms known as F* L* Keating, Francis L, Keating,, sand Francis Lawrence 
>Keating*. 

; As to Thoaas Holden^alco .known as Frapk^ioldan, 

J ob?ft£iyan, .and fhoraag Z aneh^Holderi , the files of the Identification 
Division reflect that , be was received in the United States Penitentiary • 
at Leavenworth, Kansas, ear May 5, 1928, as #29979, for - robbery of mail 
with firearas* He also- escaped February 28, 1930, hut was re-arrested 
and returned July 8, 1932, with Keating* On September 4, 1934, Holden 
was received at Alc&tsks, California, in transfer froa Leavenworth, to 
servo tho roaelnder of his 25-^year terra, and our records reflect that 
he is still there* . 

v ' • . . - h ’ , 

■ Ihe participation of Holden and Keating in the supplying of 
gups and asasuaition in connection, tilth the Leavenworth Prison break 
appears to be fully covered in the attached nsEorundua, ' You will note' 
fron the last paragraph on page 2 of this raeraornadora that the information 
concerning their participation in this matter was supplied to the Bureau 
of Prisons on April 26, 1932* .. ' • 1 

(. 

X beliovo tho foregoing will fully answer your inquiry in this 
matter* ' 

frith kind regards, I aa , , 

Cordially yours, 

&3gkr laov.2- 

Enclosure #821416 . 
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IDENTIFICATION 
ORDER Norll27 
April 28, 1930 

^Wanted 

THOMAS HOLDEN 


ic# 


)EPARTMENT OF JUSTK 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ESCAPED FEDERAL PRISONER 


Fingerprint Classification 
20 25 W 10 5 REF. 10 
10 U 10 00 


$100 

REWARD 



DESCRIPTION 


Age, 33 years 

Height, 5 feet 8% inches 

s. • i 

Weight, 170 lbs. 


Build, medium muscular 

in \ fa 

Hair, dark brown 

Eyes, blue 

Complexion, medium florid 

Teeth, 3 gold upper left jaw; 5 gold 

upper 


right jaw 

Occupation, automobile salesman 
Nationality, American 




CRIMINAL RECORD 

As Thomas Holden, No. 29979, received U. S. 
Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kans., May 5, 
1928, from Chicago, III.; crime, robbery of 
mails with firearms; sentence 25 years. 

RELATIVES 

Mrs. Lillian Holden, wife, 1107 West 63d St. 
Chicago, 111. 

Mrs. Mary Ryan, former wife, 1365 East 63d 
St., Chicago, III. 

Mrs. S. M. Kittier, sister, 3813 South Parnell 
Ave., Chicago, 111. 

\ 


The subject was sentenced on April 17, 1928, at Chicago, 111., to serve 25 years in the U. S. Penitentiary, at 
Leavenworth Kans., for violation of Sections 194 and 197, U. S. C. C. (Postal Laws) and Section 37 U. S. C. C. 
He escaped from that institution on February 28, 1930. The warden of said prison will pa^y a reward of $100 for 
the apprehension and return of this subject. 

Law enforcement agencies kindly transmit any additional information or criminal record to nearest' office, Bureau 
of Investigation. 

If apprehended, please notify Special Agent in Charge, Bureau of Investigation, Federal Building, Chicago, 111., 
and the Director, Bureau of Inves^i^ D. C. 
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Book entitled "Ten Thousand Public Enemies", 
by Courtney Eyley^Gooper^^- 
ParticiiLar reference tp?f£eavenworth prison 
Breaks, and Kraf tjState, Bahk^bbeiy,^" 1 ' * 
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Reference is made to the book entitled "Ten’ Thousand Public 
Enemies", written by Courtney Ryley Cooper, wherein, commencing on page 
234, there appears a story briefly told relative to the so-called 
Leavenworth prison break, which occurred on December 11, 1931. Mr. 

Cooper states that "there was a purchase of guns and ammunition at a 
shop in Peoria, Illinois, including a sawed-off 20 gage shot gun, 4 
revolvers and ammunition, 17 sticks of dynamite, and a hundred nitro 
caps and fuses, by which this explosive could be fashioned into hand 
grenades. Strangely enough, the merchants who sold this small arsenal 
were afflicted by loss of memory. During later investigations, they 
failed entirely to identify the pictures of Nash or Holden, Keating or 
Fontaine. They could not remember the day of the sale, and it is 
probable that they might have forgotten entirely that they had sold this 
armament, if Special Agents had not aided their recollection by tracing 
the factory numbers of the guns used in the Leavenworth break and prov- 
ing that the trail led to their door." 

Mr. Cooper continued by stating: "On that same day, a man 

called at the office of a shoe-paste manufacturer in St. Louis and ordered 
a thirty-gallon barrel of paste to be shipped to Joliet, Illinois. , This 
was Harold Fontaine. The barrel was taken from the express office at 
Joliet to a place of hiding. There the four conspirators wrapped the 
revolvers in a pillow slip, pushed this into a piece of automobile inner 
tube, then, after vulcanizing the ends, shoved the parcel deep into the 
paste. The same procedure followed with the shotgun, the caps and dynamite 
and cartridges. The barrel was resealed. It was painted the peculiar 
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color of red which containers from this factory tore when they arrived at 
the penitentiary. Then, early the next morning, the four men started in 
-a truck for St, Louis," 

Mr, Cooper describes the events in connection with the trans- 
portation of the barrel containing the contraband in the following quoted 
paragraphs: 

"Keating and Hoiden took turns- in the driver’s seat, Frank Nash jolted 
along in the body of the truck, that he might watch the precious barrel. 
Monk Fontaine remained beside the drivers with a machine gun which Nash 
had furnished him . He was the guard, not of the barrel, but of these 
three escaped prisoners, who, rumbling along the road in their truck, 
were obsessed with their task of attempting to free other desperate men. 
Fontaine had his orders $ if officers approached, he must kill them. Here 
they were in unprotected territory. The St. Louis Police Department is 
hated in the criminal world for its efficiency. 

"The truck rattled into St. Louis and to a freight station there. The 
prosaic-appearing barrel was rolled off the rear and into the depot j the 
shipping tag was made out, the usual receipts given, while peering from 
the covered driver’s seat of the truck sat Fontaine and his machine gun, 
the safety catch off, the ugly muzzle half-raised. But no enquiring of- 
ficers appeared. That afternoon, a second telegram traveled into Leaven- 
worth. This one read: 

’Aunt Emma very ill. Leaving St. Louis tonight. 

Margaret M. Brown.’" 

Mr. Cooper continues further by relating subsequent events which 
took place at the time of the arrival of the contraband at the United 
States Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

The above information, of course, was obtained by Mr. Cooper 
from the summary report prepared by former Special Agent Hugh Larimer at 
Kansas City, Missouri, under date of April 18, 1932, copy of which was 
furnished to the Bureau of Prisons with a memorandum. dated April 26, 1932. 
Commencing on page 3 of this report, it appears that the guns described 
by Mr. Cooper in his book were purchased from the Koren Jobbing Company 
at Peoria, Illinois, on November 23, 1931. The report goes into consider- 
able more detail than Mr. Cooper did in his book in describing the pre- 
paration of the contraband for shipment to the penitentiary. The report 
reflects that Fontaine, using the alias of George H. Clark, on November 30, 
1931? appeared at the main office of the George R. Cummings, Jr., Company, 
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2549 Sullivan Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri, and indicated a desire to 
purchase a barrel of shoe-paste. Fontaine was asked whether the shoe- 
paste was intended for shipment to the United States Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, and on replying in the negative, advised that it 
was to go to Joliet, Illinois, and that the order must be shipped on 
that date by" way of express to George H. Clark, Joliet, Illinois. Mien 
shipped to Joliet, the barrel containing the paste was a natural white 
oak color, and not painted the usual shade of red or stencilled in 
the manner of shipments made to the United States Penitentiary. 

The repbrt further shows that on December 3, 1931, Fontaine 
and Frank Nash appeared at the railway express office at Joliet and 
procured this barrel of paste which they loaded into an automobile driven 
by Nash. On the following morning, after stopping at a road-house, Nash 
went to the automobile alone, and, upon returning to Fontaine, handed 
the* latter a Thompson sub-machine gun, and instructed him to examine it. 
Fontaine being an experienced machine gunner, advised Nash that the gun 
was "O.K." Shortly thereafter, Nash and Fontaine departed in an auto- 
mobile again driven by Nash, Fontaine holding the machine gun on his 
lap, concealed by a top-coat. The first paragraph on page 5 reflects 
that after travelling approximately 3 miles, Fontaine inquired of Nash 
as to why he was driving so slowly. Nash told Fontaine to look ahead 
and he would see a small truck , — that they were following that truck. 
Fontaine was instructed that as they approached the ’’free bridge" which 
spans the Mississippi River between East St. Louis, Illinois, and St. 
Louis, Missouri, Fontaine was to be ready with the machine gun, and see 
that no one came; between them and the truck. This sentence is quoted 
from the same paragraph: "This truck was piloted by a roadster of an 

unknown make, driven by an unidentified person, and the truck, it is 
understood, was manned by Holden and Keating." 

The, 3 automobiles, namely, roadster, truck and car, driven by 
Nash, arrived in the vicinity of the 7th Street Freight Warehouse of the 
Missouri Pacific Railway in St. Louis, Missouri, where they stopped. 
Fontaine remained in Nash’s car with further instructions to "cover" 
the freight receiving office with the machine gun. Nash, Holden and 
Keating unloaded the barrel which Fontaine had purchased from the Cummings 
Company on November 30, 1931, and conveyed it to the freight receiving 
office. At the freight office, alone, the unidentified individual who 
had been driving the roadster - offered the barrel for shipment by way 
of freight to the United States Penitentiary Shoe Factory, Leavenworth, 
Kansas. The report reflects that the Missouri Pacific Railway Company 
Receiving Clerk was Jeremiah J. Cratty who received the barrel for ship- 
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ment at 9*30 a.m. On instructions of the unidentified man, Cratty 
in his own handwriting, prepared a bill of lading which showed the 
consignor George R. Cummings, Jr., Company, St. Louis, Missouri, and 
the consignee. United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas. At 
the time, the barrel had been identified a rather vivid red, and was 
labelled by a stencil, the letters of which did not correspond as to 
size and style with the letters of the stencils used by the Cummings 
Company. The report quotes the telegram signed Margaret M. Brown, 
referred to in Mr. Cooper’s book, and continues in a detailed manner to 
describe the events surrounding the receipt of the contraband at the 
penitentiary and the subsequent prison break. 

It is noted on page 21 of the report of former Special Agent 
Larimer that Robert M. Eaird, who had occupied a cell in a jail at 
Sandwich, Ontario, Canada, with Harold Fontaine, received a considerable 
portion of the foregoing information, particularly the information con- 
cerning the obtaining of the barrel of shoe-paste and the delivery of 
the barrel of shoe-paste containing the contraband to the express of- 
fice at St. Louis, Missouri, in company with Nash, Holden and Keating, 
from Fontaine. 

Reference is made to page 230 et seq of Mr. Gooper’s book, 
where the names of Verne Miller, Frank Nash, Harvey Bailey, Tom Holden 
and Jimmy Keating appear as having split the proceeds obtained during 
the robbery of the Kraft State Bank, Menomonie, Wisconsin, on October 20, 
1931. The investigation of this bank robbery, of course, was not within 
- the jurisdiction of the Bureau. / Considerable information concerning this 
robberywas obtained and reported from time to time during the course 
of the investigation conducted by the Bureau looking to the apprehension 
of Nash, Holden and Keating as escaped Federal prisoners. 

It appears from the reports submitted that Holden and Keating, 
together with Charles Harmon and, Frank Weber, participated in this robbery 
and the latter 2 individuals were killed during the exchange of gun shots. 
John S. Kraft, Vice President of the bank was also killed during this 
robbery. 


There is a report prepared by Special Agent J. G. Newman, dated , 
at Chicago, Illinois, February 8, 1932, copy of which was furnished to the 
Bureau of Prisons with a memorandum dated February 15* 1932, containing 
a list of witnesses who can identify either Keating or Holden or both of 
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them as having participated in the Kraft State bank robbery. These 
witnesses are: 

R. E. ROMMELMEYER, Assistant Cashier, Kraft State 
Bank, Menomonie, Wisconsin* 

maty rt.t wt: GHLLICKSON, Clerk, Kraft State Bank, 

Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

VERNON 1EBERT, Clerk, Kraft Mercantile Company, 

Menomonie, Wisconsin, who was a customer in the 
Kraft State Bank at the time it was robbed. 

RUBY KRAFT, Bookkeeper, Kraft State Bank, 

Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

HELEN CARLSON, Clerk, Kraft State Bank, Menomonie, 
Wisconsin. 

HELMER HENDRICKSON, Assistant Cashier, Kraft State 
Bank, Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

ELIZABETH HANLEY, Clerk, Kraft State Bank, 

Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

ALICE SHAEF FER, Bookkeeper, Kraft State Bank, 

Mendmonie, Wisconsin, who was held as a shield 
by Keating. 

FRED F. BEGUHN, who is in the tire business at 
195 Main Street, Menomonie, Wisconsin, and who 
was a customer in the Kraft State Bank at the 
, time it was robbed. 

FRANK AUSTRENG, farmer at Wheeler, Wisconsin, 
who was a customer in the Kraft State Bank at 
the time it vwas robbed. 

There was also received at the Bureau on November 17, 1931 
from the local authorities of Dunn County, Menomonie, Wisconsin, a 
circular which is quoted as follows: 
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“On October 20, 1931 the Kraft State Bank of Menomonie, Wisconsin, was 
held up and robbed by four men* Two of the bandits, after the hold-up 
and while fleeing, were killed. The two remai nin g bandits are described 
as follows: 

H l* Identified as Francis L. Keating, Leavenworth photo number 29980, 
thirty-two years old - 1931, five feet five and seven-eighths inches tall, 
one hundred fifty— five pounds, build medium muscular, brown hair, light 
brown eyes, medium light complexion, six gold teeth upper front jaw, back 
and shoulders freckled, occupation taxi-driver, clerk, nationality, 
American. 

**2. A man about five feet ten or eleven inches tall, about thirty— five 
to forty years old, about one hundred seventy pounds, medium well built, 
ruddy complexion, acquiline nose and heavy protruding lips, heavy jaws. 

"Warrants charging murder, bank robbery and assault with intent to kill 
issued. 

"If apprehended notify Albert L. Quilling, District Attorney for Dunn 
County, Menomonie, Wisconsin. 

"A reward of $2500 for their apprehension or information leading to the 
arrest has been offered." 

It does not appear from reports submitted that prosecution of 
Keating and Holden was instituted after their apprehension at Kansas City, 
Missouri, on July 7, 1932. 

Relative to the other individuals named, it is noted on page 6 
of the report of Special Agent W. F. Trainor, dated at Kansas City, 
Missouri, December 27, 1933, in the case entitled VERNON C. MILLER, with 
aliases, et al, that Charles Harmon is referred to as a well-known bank^ 
robber who was killed in the robbery of the Kraft State Bank at Menomonie, 
Wisconsin, in 1931, at which time he- was associated with Keating, Holden, 
Bailey and others. 

In the " summary report prepared by Special Agent Chapmon Fletcher 
at the Bureau under date of July 9, 1932, in the case entitled FRANCIS 
L. KEATING, et al, it appears on page 2 that Frank Nash was frequently 
involved in hold-ups of banks, having been identified as one of the 
parties who robbed the Kraft State Bank at Menomonie, Wisconsin, on 
October 20, 1931 y 


Respectfully, 
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The Government’s War on Grime 

In “Ten Thousand Public Enemies ’ * Mr. Cooper Describes the Work 

Of the Department of Justice 


NET? YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW - MARCH 3, 1935. 


TEN THOUSAND PUBLIC ENE- 
MIES. By Courtney Ryler 
Cooper . With a Foreword by J . 
Edgar Hoover . Illustrated . 356 
pp . Boston: Little , Brown & 
Co . $3. 

By B. DUFFUS 

D URING the past year or two 
the name of the energetic, 
modernized version of Sher- 
J v lock Holmes who directs the 
activities of the division of investi- 
gation oi f the United States Depart- 
ment of Justice has been coming 
more and mo£e often into the pub- 
lic prints. J. £?<3pr Hoover, the 
[gentleman in quesfcon, is no rela- 
jtive of former Present ^Hoover, 
Ibut apparently he is earning hta-. 
[self a place in the history of crime, 
i detection which will compare favor- j 
[ably with that of Herbert Hooverf 
in the annals of mining engineer-] 
ing. Mr. Cooper’s account of Amer-j 
ica’s army of public enemies cen-j 
tres around Director Hoover and) 
his corps of trained detectives, 
most of whom are college grad- 
uates, all of whom' nowadays must. 
( be either lawyers or expert ac- 

■countants. 

As a former police reporter and, 
obviously one of the best-Mr Coop-i 
er is primarily concerned with tell-, 
ing a good story. A ~ Li 

built up out of the-Sase records of . 
: ^; r Hoover’s division _ and, supple- 
! mektdd^^ Co®er^^^ 


There is nothing which can 
take the place of local forces 
properly equipped to deal with 
local crime. However, day by 
day, crime is laughing at locali- 
ties. I have in mind an instance 
in the life of the unlamented John 
Dillinger, who left a hide-out in 
Florida one day, robbed a bank 
in Indiana the next afternoon, 
tucked* a wounded comrade away 
in a hide-out apartment in Chi- 
cago the day following and with- 
in twenty-four hours was carous- 
ing with his gang in Tucson, Ari- 
zona. 

It is clear also that the finger- 
printing of all persons convicted of 
\ serious ► off enses, and the filing of 
! those fingerprints in the marvelous 
i collection at Washington, will be a 
i tremendous ai£ to crime detection 
it has proven so already in some 
! spectacular cases. ‘’’Nor would any 
; one deny the national or local po~ 

| lice the help of such armaments 
| and weapons as they may require— 
j armored cars, sawed-off shotguns, 
r machine /guns, tear gas, and so on— 

I provided they take pains not to use 
; tiiem against the innocent bystand- 
er. Organized crime is a dirty, 

! treacherous business and its prac- 
titioners do not win one’s admira- 
j tion. 

| The weak part of Mr. Cooper’s 

■ argument has to do with the causes 
j of crime. His book is full of refer- 
» ences to “sob sisters,” “morons 

■ and “smug citizens” wfio, as he 
sees it, either do nothing to pre- 


mentea oy ~ v **?***%» „ sees it, eitner ,ao -nutmng tu 

fesiionally acquired acquaintance; t crime or display an active 

R Of i - .. _ __ 2 _- 2 i tt» 


s with^he^ways and characters o 
' the 'imaVrwpAaf r m "Cooper is 
KliKhtiy^less" successful as an ex- 
ponent of the theory of crime and 
crime prevention. Not that many o 
his recommendations, which are ( 
largely but (as the foreword hints) , j 
not exclusively' those of Direc or ; 
Hoover, do not make sense. It is j 
clear that organized crime is no. 
longer a local affair and that some 
national organization, cooperating 
with local potice-foreesyta necessary 
to ’deal with it. Mr. Hoover indi- 
cates the nature of the problem, 

ALL INtUKMA I IUI'1 bUN 1 RlnuD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , , 
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sympathy for the criminal. He 
sums up this part of his theory as 
follows : 

There has been a great deal of 
mush stirred up by the ladles of 
soft-brained criminal coddlers 
within recent years upon the sub- 
ject of “the psychology of of- 
fense,” the “rebellion complex in 
criminals” and similar drivel. The 
fact is that men and women com- 
mit crimes because they think 
they can get away with them. 
This explanation, it may be 
argued, is a good deal too simple 


It does not~ explain, for instance, , 
why the crime rate varies from 
State to State and city to city, why 
the English, on the whole, commit 
fewer crimes than the Americans 
and why crime usually increases af- 
ter wars. It takes no account of 
the vast literature dealing with the 
psychology of crime — a literature 
altogether too scientific' to be dis- 
missed with a phrase. Mr. Cooper 
himself knows better, for he points 
out that lesser crimes often lead to 
major ones, and that youngsters 
sent to prison and forced to asso- 
ciate with hardened criminals are 
virtually trained in crime. Very 
sensibly, he argues that if first of- 
fenders were segregated from the 
professionals they .would not bejso 
likely to revert after release. Yet 
if this is the case the Jkeory that 
crime is purely an individual af- 
fair cannot be sustained. Those 
who have even a slight acquaint- 
ance with attempts to reform crim- 
inals are well aware that the at- 
tempts often fail, but they can 
point to a great many cases where 
they have been.successful. 

How difficult it is to draw a 
clear line between legality and il- 
legality and between minor and 
major crime is brilliantly illustrat- 
ed by the present book itself. Crime 
is an economic system within an 
economic system. The criminal 
must depend on “fences” to dis- 
pose of stolen goods, on lawyers 
to defend him when he is arrested, 
on doctors to tend him when he is 
hurt, on landlords to feed and shel- 
ter him when he is on the run, on 
manufacturers and merchants to 
provide him with armored cars and 
artillery, on politicians and other 
“good citizens” to say a word for 
him when he wants to get out of 
jail on parole. Most of these peo- 
ple commit illegal act s in his_bfejl 
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half. Yet his friends shade off to- 
ward a nominally law-abiding 
fringe. The criminal is not always 
a “mug.” He often looks as re- 
spectable as any one else. Often, 
too, he likes to meet “nice people.” 

As Mr. Cooper says: % : 

Criminals do not spend their ; 
lives in secretiveness and soli- ; 
tude. They are all about us, | 
and, paradoxically, the more des- 
perate they are the more likely 
i they are to be in places where 
| they will mix with those who 
! obey the laws. Our daily lives 
are intertwined with . crime and 
\ its perpetrators. The dreamy- 
I eyed manicurist who files away 
( so enthusiastically at your nails 
| may be thinking only of closing ] 
time, when she can hurry to meet. j 
' the man whose “moll” she will t 
l eventually become, arranging his ; 
l hide-outs, carrying his gun for ; 
him, fainting at the scene of a ; 
burglary to confuse pursuit. * * * > 
Your tip after a hotel meal, clinks j 
in the same pocket with the { 
gratuity of murderers and kid- | 5 
nappers. In the drugstore, the j 
grocery store, the millinery shop, | 
the hotel, the bank, the theatre, \ 
the night club, the office where j 
you work— everywhere your daily \ 
life is within the limits of a cur- } 
rent where also drift men and j 
women who have violated every, 
law, from minor infraction to 
murder. 

The world of crime, as Mr. 
Cooper calculates it, has a popula- 
tion of at least 3,000,000-this being ) 
the number of individuals repre- 
\ sented in the collection of 4,800,000 
I fingerprints in the Division of In- 
vestigation. Ten thousand names 
represented in this collection are 
those of persons whose arrest 
“means that the raiding officers 
must be prepared with machine 
guns, automatic rifles and perhaps ^ 
teai^gas-guns in order ?£q be prop-.; 
erly armed for the battle which 
may follo w.” The y are thus fair- 

i ly entitled to be ranked as public 
i enemies. 

What are they like? Mr. Cooper 
makes that plain by a wealth of il- 
lustrations. Wilbur Underhill, for 
example, might seem to a casual 
observer “only one of thousands of 
average American small-town young 
^men." The “gray eyes could have 
(carried a certain air of wistfulness, 
jand the lips an almost impercepti- 
! ble droop which might have indi- 


cated youthful melancholia. * ' Wil- < 
bur grew up near Picher, Okla., be-j 
gan , selling moonshine in his boy- , 
hood days, graduated from that to \ 
hijacking liquor trucks, got ac- j 
quainted with the miscellaneous 1 
crooks then engaged in that profit- t 
able occupation, tried burglary and 
went to prison for two years when 
he -was only 19, went back to 
prison for armed robbery, took up 
bank robbing, and finally struck 
out for himself and killed a drug- 
< store, clerk during a hold-up. ! 

j Wilbur was ‘ now successfully 
launched. Captured, he madje his : 
escape; hunted, he killed another 
man; escaped again and sentenced ' 
to life imprisonment, he escaped. 
By this time he killed for sport. A * 
policeman trying to arrest him fell » 
under his fire, but the slain 'man's j 
comrades captured him. < Again he 
escaped in a break from Lansing j 
prison, Kansas. It took the Federal j 
detectives to run him to earth and I 
he lived a week after they had shot j 
thirteen bullets into him. Such was ; 
the wistful, melancholy Wilbur. His 
story is fairly typical. Would lie 
have been^ poet, engineer, business 
man, aviator, ~policeraan_Jf his en- 
! vironment had been different? 

As Mr. Cooper says, it is hard to 
tell when a minor criminal will be- 
come a major one; it is equally 
hard to tell, perhaps, when a law- 
abiding youth will become a minor j 
criminal. Perhaps that “articula- j 
tion” between legality and minor j 
\ illegality is the point at which so- 1 
v ciety ought to aim in trying to pre- j 
j vent the development of criminals, j 
| Once that has been passed the pros- j 
>pect seemingly depends on the in- 
j dividual's nerve, adroitness and 
1 cold-bloodedness. To succeed as a'' 

I major criminal one must have no 
j regard for human life and no bad 
dreams after a murder. “Double- 
I crossing” is a capital offense in the t 
underworld, but the Dillingers, Jthe j 
Joe Romas, the Nashes, the ! 
j “Pretty Boy” Floyds and the j 
“Baby Face” Nelsons are dropped j 
! by their friends whenever the Fed- j 
eral Government gets the “heat” J 
on them— which, being interpreted, j 
means whenever it is too dangerous | 
to be loyal. j 

The picture is that of man gone j 
savage — .or worse. One merely 
Hopes, as one reads it, that the 
agencies, of law and order will give 
more attention to preventing the 
education of young men and wo- 
men as criminals and will not con- i 
fine themselves to hunting them 
down after that education been 
completed. 
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Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTfi 

April 11, 1935- 


Mr. 

">lMr. 


Backus. 


Mr. Baughman ~ 
Chief Cleric,,—^ 
1 Mr. Clegg — 


Mr. Edvards 
Mr. Egan'.— 
Mr. Harbo... 


I Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn, 

{ Mr. Schilder., — 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR:- 1 Mr. smith 

1 Mr. Tamm 

1 Mr. Tracy 

For record purposes, please be! Miss candy — 

J ised that I handed to Mr. Courtney Ryley- 

per on April 10th a copy of the attached— 

orandum dated April 1st dealing with" 
k robbery cases handled by the Bureau 
ce the enactment of the new Statute. 

Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. tMCfN 


Enclosure 

~y^ , ^ 


REGORmD l 

m *' 1 ‘ ’ 1Q ;:'r. 

u . . . . I .APR 16 '9 35 •• 

PR 17 1935' i U. t. " 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Room 5101 ±JQ 1955. 


To: Director 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr . Tamm 

Mr. Edwards . 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Baughman 

_*^Mr. Backus 

. Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Swenson 

Mr. Tracy 

M iss Gandy 

Mr. Renneherger 

Miss Sheaffer 

Mr . Kennedy 

Mr. Seyfarth 




TEE .ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW 3Y CHE CSC MARK 


The Attorney General 

The Solicitor General - 

Assistant Attorney General Stephens - 

Assistant Attorney General ICeenan - 

Assistant Attorney General 7/ i deman- 

Assistant Attorney General Sweeney.— 

Assistant Attorney General Blair - 

Assistant Solicitor General MacLean- 

Mr. Stewart, Administrative Assistant 

Mr. Hoover, Director of Investigation 

Mr. Bates, Director, Bureau of Prisons 

Mr. McMahon - 

Mr. Suydam 

Mr. Carusi - 

Mr. Lawrence - — 

Mr. Dean 

Mr. Beardslee 

Mr. Holtzoff. - 

Mr* Tolman , - 

e ' f d 

Mr. Gardner, General Agent and Chief Clerl 

APR 1 

Mr. Sorhborger, Appointment Cleric t 


Mr. Clegg-.. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Eeran 
Mr. Harba MmttM 
Mr. Keith 
Mr. Lesteff^^ 
Mr. Quinn 
Mr. Schi]de^_ v 
Mr. Smith 
Mr. Tamm.,^ 
Mr. Tracy. 

. ' » v '.y •vulvvw. 

Miss Oa ? dy........ 


Re: Courtney Ryley Cooper 
request for article in 
interview foriju 


Mr. Stanley notes: No objection 


•Mr. Moore, Division of Records- 

Miss Berard 

Mrs. Wade - 

Mr. Gallagher 

Miss Thomas - — s — 


"C 


Miss Bowers n 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
^ DIRECTOR 

. S* 




Jptfttsimt of ^ttfesitgaitmt 

PL J5. pejiurhtteni of Elwsiice 
PhtsfymcjtciiT, p. <£. 

April 10, 1935. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
MR. WILLIAM STANLEY. 





Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper has been requested by 
the Boy Scout organization to prepare an article for the 
American Magazine to appear at an early date consisting 
of, an interview with me on the subject of "The Youth in 
Crime" . 

I will appreciate very much advice from you as to 
whether there is any, objection to the pr e parat ion of such 
an artic-Le m interview fornw If possible, I would liice to 
receive your reaction to this matter today or tomorrow as 
the interview article is desired for early publication in 
advance of the coming conclave of members of the Boy Scout 
organization in Washington. 

Very truly yours. 


✓ VTohn EdgaS^Hoover, 


vV*. 



• • 

Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE''^ 

April 15, 1935* w 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


{ Mr, « 

I Mr. Tolson- 

} Mr- Backus,,.— - 

■Lm r. Baughman 
il /Chief Clerk 


Mr. Coffey .... 
Mr. Edwards 
Mr. Eaan .... 
Mr. Harho — , 


Mr. Keith ,, ... 
[ Mr. Lester.*, 
Mr. Quinn,*., 
Mr. Schllder. 


Mr. Smith . 
JWr« Tarnrn, 
Mr. Tra. ?v , 


Miss Candy* 


Please be advised that I furnished Courtney Ryley hooper 
the originals of th e two, attached memoranda dealing with 

the cases involving land | ‘ I 

5P 7T 

' Respectfully, ’ 


HERBWS b ilCLnob^it-U 

-^rded & 1NDEXm gt 

W29 1935 ' • 
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i mi 1935 -m. 
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< ' V 

J 

*' JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

x DIRECTOR 
f 


EEJ:MAM 


4 4 

JMteral Hhxxmu vd 3mmtx$v&wn 

3$. §>. ttegartment of Austin 
Washington, £L QL 
April 12, 1935 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr. Nr,tl aa . 
Hr. Tola on.. 
Mr, Baughss^m 
Chief Clerk,,.. 
Hr, Clegg,,.... 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Edwards ... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr* Harho 

Mr. Keith ...... . 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quina, . , 

Mr. Sehcklt 
Mr. Schildcr 


Taiam 
Tracy.. 
Miss Gandy 



There are attached hereto tvro cases involving thefts 
of property by young boys and concerning which the Bureau has 
conducted investigations. 

Respectfully, 
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Bp* Ctourtney Ryley Cooper, 

121 2 Fifth Avenue, 

Sen York City. 

Dear Dyley*— 

I am. returning herewitt^he article 
contained in a recent issue of itejj&fc* touts Post 
Dispa teh concerning r |Ten ‘EhousCha fm&e Et$0$g** 
I was very glad to see th£&4 

Wi^fci all gdod 9/£0^e.g % as 


Sincerely yours* 


. \ Enclosure 
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;; /tfcorr-— , 
;;?*</ Gout,* 
alias f, Gtorge 
ZtifltT, the 
t ii colUge 
educated killer, 

i| *** ** 

' amateur^ 
''landuafu 
^Miderntr. 


At Uft — 
Fjank Nath 
was an old, 
thilc rabbet 
t of the 
feti* James 
tthooi, who 


ip' ' •'"»■■ 
■ w-'r 


It, dr not, pilllnger-wiur forced 1 thrriujiifr t 
fear to bow to trio, dwl>e* pfaiitfAiiu' * J 
Other, man; tb’la person ynxn B*by FkcoJ' /4 
Nelson., . Therefore, Instead of;;* 

Kang ruled by an all-Wjae. Jeader* tho.^ t 
Pllllnger crowd’waa largely a co^ft-> * ' 1 

eratlve affair,” , V - . . s-J 
The author .latcr’deaU ib more do* 
tall witb v tlie> fear if ftetiobV^'^lni*- *j 
piled thatDllll njjer was afraid of Baby 1 ; 
^ace, Tn thafho was/hol, alone, fThe , t 
entire gang waa^affald of him, *re»* i>* 
to the women. Everyone looktd bppn-} ^ 
hit aa'a Vat among men. Afters a bank.' i' 
"robbery, they ’ inevitably woUl4 fH v *‘‘ 
him the ‘honbr* <?f dividing th$*p6ll*& ( < ;/■ 

In reality, this was *protecUr©;mea** 

*ure. They -would’ engineer Mw lnta a : , 
position In: the? center of’a room^and .. • ; 
>11 group about' hlniwhUcbesplitifte r ’\ 7 ^ 
money. They 'lived In .fear that if Jto V 4 

were allowed to. be on thoputslde of’ !/', ' £ 
the groups ho would machlh^db 1 1 ^ 

them all and take everyth^ . ^ '* O E 

Attempts by Dininger. VAn Melcr, , M 
Nelson- and' others to rid .themselrea -■ jjj 
or Identifying lines oh ; their flnffertltu^ ’ , 
by having ' them * burned arfdt i’ ’&j 

were unsuccessful. J>oc knd /..Frails > 
darker and Alvin KdrpW. tried ajmb^ v ; / ; 
drastic method,, They )tad a^tUgaife! // Ijffl 
physician' slice iho. flesh, from l tbeic 
tinge rtl pir.> leaving; onlyy h ^Ifejairw^x# , 



president*.' Alvin Karpls— Old Creepy 
fT/I r^cen lly branded a* Public Enemy* 
a boy waw .marble* champion 
Kansas. Kate. Parker 
p : ^h^ped' "pl«n Crimea for .hoy son* and 
LW^LiheR cried- . with anxiety for their 

h} , vitaf^y?;^ * - * - 

fcj;;Y/* ^Tite»c;'flre a few of . the Ingjde jact*^ 
¥kf~ ' Courinejr ilyley Cooper picked up~lti 
y? 1 • uVy^y I » g,l h o American underworld 
|.^ 0 t;^Vlakt decade or ao, the era of 
ramjpact RB n gsterl snt and organized 
crime, of d re**y. luxu ry-lovl n g. got f- 
playing niurderou* felon*. He learned 
good .deal of |he life hint or lea of th^ 

*" /'blg’ahdta' ? who swaggered aero*# the 
I T../’ criminal *cen<v of what crimen they 
if’ ^fi^mmUted' and what women they fa»l 
pV-^^clnatcd. He' 1 teamed whnt the under* 
^ wo rid-' wh tape r e d of who klttV*d whom 
and, why,, n ^ the frequent journeying 
oC ' pfo'hiljwnt criminal*, their celebrn- 
lion*, hide-out* and domestic 

’V ^trouble *, ?,f their foibles. prejudice*, 
amusements. aliases and change* In 
7 appearance., Much of It came from the 
P' r- flles/or thet Division of Investigation 
f;;>; ot/the Department' of, Ju* tire, which 
i,. ^/painstakingly? gather* the most de- 

1 7, tailed' arid .comprehensive Information 
, ^ ^possible about wanted persona. Of 
/' theso tl\lng*.‘ and of the work of the 
r v : Department [of Justice In combating 
\ , crime; Cooper tells In “Ten Thousand 
{• Public^ .En5| til lea,“ ' fus^ published by 
.^I4ttle^,Ilrown and Company. 
yJ. The%' 1 1 1 le 1 8 derived from the fact 
-*ithat out Olathe 3,000,000 persona 
whose, finger prints are on Die In the 
;>/ldi!nllfieaUon Unit of the Division or 
, ^ Investigation. ’l^.bnO are In a special 
f ''classification, aridgre listed in a *ep- 
7' a rate file. They are men and women 
considered, aufflclentl^* dancermi* that 
^officers must be .prepared for a gun 
fight In arresting them. They are pro* 
Yfriwlomil criminals addicted to crime* 
'att violence— kidnaping, robbery, ex- 
* ‘tortiqn. They are known -«* Public 
y' JEncmies, and the collection of their 
/'^fingerprint cards constitutes a “Who’s 
WhoN of Vicious crime In America. 
Considerable space Is devoted In 
^ Cooper'S book to Prank Nash, who was 

r , kilted by hi* own mob I » attempt 

(o deifVer hint from the hand* of nffl- 
c ^ , *ccrs at the Union Station In Kansas 
£ *VCIty, J both because of hi* connectlom. 

[ l *Z * w j(h thn criminal activities o( his day 
- and because of the effects or hi* death. 

; /rhe^KanWa City killings. In the au- 
V thor 1 ** opinion, Inspired a salutary pub- 
[i Vie; revolt against lawlessness and set 
| the Division of Investigation on It* 

1 present, extensive and Intensive cam- 
* pilgn againat crime, wltb Increased If 
: gal and- physical power* which make 
,: iChe eay*r “the best^olppad crime- 
fighting organisation In the *«««• 
Jtojh vu i link between the old 

vf. *'&&&*•: r - ■ v» 

’* O v --<?,* v - ** - r “ • i,: 1 „ , 

,17 ^ / y „* v 

* J £*.i •* ;» v. > 2 


outlawry nnd^the new. He rode with 
Al Spencer In., Oklahoma bank rob- 
beries In lln*[m)y 192<V*, the gAng 
making It* raids on horseback — col- 
lecting Us luftt'aitd galloping out of 
town In a cloiiti of dust, whooping 
and _flrlng six-shooter* In tradition a 1^ 
’A^osterT* f sshibm" T?p e n c e Mfiecatne^ slit-'* 
hltious and robbt-d a train, against 
Nash’s advice. The gang w«k broken 
up. Spencer w^s killed, and Nash went 
to the t’nlled State* penitent !.ir> at 
Leaven worth.' T.here he met Jimmy 
Keating and Thomas Holden train 
robbers of it newer school, who ex- 
plained to him how really modern 
criminal* eslabllshed political connec- 
tion*. disposed' of stolen bonds, hired 
lawyer* before they were caught and 
had great lime* in pleasant resorts 
between job*. Nash ulao became 
friendly wjih Charlie Harmon from 
Texas and a fellow Oklahoman. Ma- 
chine (Jun K» Uy k whose real mime was 
George Kelly Ilarne*. The group en- 
gineered an escape for Keating ., ,d 
Holden Not long afterward- -in 193U 
-—Nash ttiow a trusty i escaped, 

H E WENT to visit his old friend. 
Herb (Deafy) Parmer, who hud 
a little (arm near Joplin, Mis- 
souri. which served as a hideout for 
criminals. Herb also ran liquor Into 
Kansas City I^ash took a little gift to 
Herb and his wife. Esther — a book 
containing th<n works of Shakespeare, 
whlch( hb had .stolen from the prison 
library. Nash 'took up liquor running 
and soon made enough to buy an auto- 
mobile. He also made ionic Interesting 
acquaintance*, among persons who 
came to the Parmer place. Two of 
them were Pred Parker and Verne 
Miller; they soon were calling him by 
hi* nickname. Jelly, In Kansas City 
he ran Into Charlie Harmon and hi* 


wife. Marge, waa-'a former manicured 
girl, sister of a Chicago policeman^ 
Prominent In the group wu Verne 
Miller, war veteran and former Sher- 
iff. big-time bootlegger and accom- 
plished bank robber. He was « vlr- 
uio^o^vrith a sub-machine gun; he 
couVtV"£ftange a drum In four second*. 
One of his specialties was said to bo 
(be murder of men whose wives want- 
ed to collect their insurance. He 
thought kidnaping was a dirty busi- 
ness, Ho resented foul language when 
women were present. At a gangster 
party In a speakeasy he told a loud- 
mouthed intruder; “I don't mind 
your butting In on this party, but cut 
our your — - — - vulgarity." HI* 

wife, Vivian, was an expensively 
dressed blonde who had a young 
daughter by a previous marriage. 


.Machine Gun Kelly, Eddie; Green . 
the Barker* boy*' and. their mother, 
Alvin Karpin and. leaser fry. were ©<* 
caaionally In contact with Nash. Mill- 
er. et al. In various combinations they 
sallied forth Tor their depredations on 
society. It was a restlei^s, ll.f^jn^al r*^ 
or small groups they" were always 
moving from one place to another — 
to Chicago, St. Paul. Kansas City, Hot 
Springs. New York, or some resort 
near Chicago. 

In a raid on a bank In Menomonle, 
Wisconsin. Charlie Harmon and Prank 
Weber were killed; they weren’t pop- 
ular with others of the crowd, and It 
Isn't certain that the shots that killed 
them came from pursuers. 

It was decided to fill the vacancies 
thus created with Earl Thayer and 
Grover Durrill. Since these gentlemen 



came to the t-armer place. Two of -pp^o DIFFERENT MEN— TAosgA mththutd thty loektd txsetty dike, had the 
them were Pred Ilarker and Verne BertiUon were both imprinted foe killing* and were named 

Miller; they soon were calling him by »',//«», WV«/ and Wilt WtU tetpeelirety. Bni their fingerprint* tdtntifnd them. 
hi* nickname. Jelly, In Kansas City , 

he ran Into Charlie Harmon and hi* One of the strangest figures In the were In the penitentiary at Leaven- 
wife. Paula, a well-educated young crowd was Shotgun George Zelgler. worth, a scheme to free them was tn- 

wotnan of respectable parents, who right name Pred Goetz. He was a dleated. The convict* were apprised 

ran a brothel while her husband wn* graduate of the University of Illinois, of this by a telegram saying: Moth- 

In prison, where he had played on the football er and Frances are well. I will leave 

Nash went to Si, Paul with Miller leant, and was a fine golfer. Robbery next week. Love. Margaret M. flrown. 

it ud there and In Chicago he mingleu was his business, but he was very fond A barrel of shoe paste was bought In 

with the elite of gangdom. He hid hi* of landscape gardening, and *om<e St. Louis and shipped to Joliet. UU- 

ha Id ness under a wig. had his nose times worked at " A reserved woman nol*. Pour revolvers, a sawed-off shot- 

remodeled. acquired a paramour. named Irene was hi* companion. Or- gun. ammunition and dynamite were 

and soon *as one of the Insider*. dinarity e!o*e-moulhed. Zelgler was bought In Peoria. In Joliet these sup- 


er and Prance* are well. I will leave 
next week. Love. Margaret M. flrown.” 


and soon *as one of the Insider*, 
esteemed for his skill in planning rob- 

HI* associate* formed a complex frequent — evidence*, apparently, of a was brought by truck to St. Louis for 

crew. There was Harvey Bailey, rath- progressive Insanity — and at last Shot- shipment by freight to the pentten- 

er distinguished looking, who not only gun George's mouth was stilled by Gary. An armed guard kept elo*e 

engaged In robbery but ran a large bullet*. It I* supposed that old Kate watch as the truck entered SL LouUl 

still In partnership with Pred ( Killer l Barker, who was slain by officers not Cooper write*: “Here they were in 

llurke. and was “tied !n“ with the Ca- long ago In Florida with one of her unprotected territory. The St. Louis 

pone InlereatsJ There wa* Tom Golden. sons, gave the order for his execu- Police Department Is hated 1*^ the 

who was running around In those day* tlon. considering him a menace to the criminal world for it* efficiency. No 

with a cigarette girl named Gladys; Barker-Karpla gang, with which he suspicion, wm aroused. h°wsrcr. and 

There was Jlihmy Keating, whose ' had become closely connected. the barrel wa*-ablppe<L Another lele- 


gun. ammunition and dynamite were 
bought In Peoria. In Joliet these sup- 


ubject to queer spi lls of indiscreet pile* were put In Inner tube* and hld- 


loquacity. These outburst* grew more 


In the barrel of paste. The barret 


suspicion, was aroused, however., and 
the barrel was .shipped. Another tele- 


gram went to tbe, prison; “Aunt Em-’ 
raa very 111. Leaving St.-Loula tonight. 
Margaref M. Brown." \A short time 
later- the break was made, but Thayer 
was recaptured and Durrill shot him- 
self when cornered. The other fugl- 
jjve * killed th ems elves or were cnp-_ 

Keating. Holden and Harvey Bailey 
were arrested on a Kansas City golf 
course sfler Federal agents had traced 
the purchase of a golf hat to Holden* 
Bailey wa* Imprisoned in' the Kansas 
Slate Penitentlsry at Lansing. He soon 
wanted out. so guns were smuggled to 
him and Nash arranged for a hideout 
near Richer, Oklahoma} A telegram 
announcing the plans to a friend read: 
"Will cut hay on thirtieth. Have pur- 
chased six cow* for delivery *t Rich- 
er." Bailey. Wilbur Underhill and four 
other convicts got to the- hbleout after 
the escape. 

In the meantime Jelly Nash, under 
an assumed name, had married his ex- 
school teacher, regardless of the fact 
that he wa* already married. And 
Raula Harmon has sufficiently recov- 
ered from her grief to become the girl 
friend of Fred Barker. 

F EDERAL agents caught up with 
Nash at last In Hot Spring*. After 
ft la death In the Kansas City 
Union Station slaughter. Verne Miller, 
Identified as the leader of the ma- 
chine gunner*, became the object of a 
relentless hunt. He wai so “hot" that 
he traveled In disguise a* a spectacle 
salesman. He ran short of money and, 
the AtonTgororaTriend In Detroit gave 
him a Job machine-gunning enemy 
gangsters. After three had been 
mowed down. Miller himself wu slain 
— killed In his sleep. 

Non* of Miller's associate* wanted 
to be connected with that Union Sta- 
tion Job. Harvey Bailey and Wilbur 
Underhill were *o anxlou* to avoid 
being Implicated In It that they signed 
a letter to Oklahoma authorities con- 
fessing participation In the robbery of 
a bank at Black Rock, Arkansas, the 
day before the Kanaka City shooting. 
They didn't take part In the robbery, 
but were willing to take the blame, be- 
cause It would serve as an alibi In the 
murder ease. They thought their 
actual alibi wouldn't be believed. 

After the death of Nash and Verne 
Miller other jtangaterii came to the 
fore, notably Dillinger, Baby JFace 
Nelson (Letter CII1U). Karpia aod the 
Barker*. Cooper tky a- (bat tb# Dim»- 
ger gang wa* not really beaded by 
Dillinger. "A least twopf the baod Ra- 
wer* bis superior* mentally, one of 
them Charles Makley. the other Harry 
PlerponL l . . Later, whether he liked.- 


Mother Barker. JoopNMM^h 

with pain." r , *%r- V'ii r 

S UCH, effort* to escape What Cooper ' V 
call* “the /ten poUcewtm"-' < 
criminal* carry on thftjj'; hands ftt- "" r 
dicatcs tho potency of thq fl«kelnprlnt v. 
system as a weapon against crime. Tbo r > 
incase of Will West and William West*} v , 
according to tho author; played ad lm- "i 
porlant part 111 gaining rccognljlod fbyv 
the system In the United State*. Iw . 1 
1903 a Negro namadyWIU' \VcAt «»J f , 
tered . the^ Federal ^hlWftilory * 

Leavenworth. When hewa* beinq phtK : • 
tograpbed and measured the rpWfd^ V f 
clerk found that his looks and ideaso ^ : - 
uremsnta correiponded so exactly/ wHh’ - - v 
those of a Negro who had-’ eptereit r 
some time before that,- he thoukhkho^/ { 
was dealing' again with the. earlior ' 
prisoner. But that man proved f6 W;l f ^ 
still In prison r his 'nsmbVwM ^ 

We*t. Will and William* ‘Were puf *ldd. ?V 
by side and they' ^odldH.'t ^be‘ told, 
apart. They, had even commItt^*«fmlr r 
lar crimes; WUHam, murdSr, : WIII^ c , 
manslaughter, ‘They had ‘nevCr aceti 
each other ahd.-ao.rar 4a kdown; Wbfe 
not related. The only way they 
be distinguished was by thelrienllrsly 
dissimilar fingerprints.'] \ 

Among the many scientific;. *PP^; V 
antes In the Crinio LaboratOry ot lh^ / - 
Division or Itivestlgstloni-whlch^ itt< < 
cldentally. is at th'q service of looal, . 
police offlclals-i-are. device* for* ln^ . 
finitely precise msasurementa; !^ Jden- ; ' 
tlfylng the writer of fitorllon JsUgrk, ' 
to County, Judge, T. B. Pe*sr*fit 
Mississippi It wAs. found that thwTot-' r - 
- ten» ’were-wrlttsn dn thfr same-klcd 
•utionery a* wail foupd In ihe'hdtdo 'r 
of Mark Cyril Spencer. , . The/ paper 
measured 7.707 br Jt).4«;/ihehe* amT> ' • 
wa* .00510 of an inch thfciL , 

Sheet weighed 5.0976 grams} ' when 
the text of a’n extortion. no(o Wasryrrit*.; vr 
ten on it with a pencil 'the.welgfif was ; ' 
5,2239 grams — the aarae’k* the .lwgl,.,'^. 
extortion leitey. Bhencer gojt 20 VokWtf - * 
The traditional, honor amtwfc ? ‘ 
thieve* wa*. lacking RL lhe/tHl|ing*r 
gang, which may be considered jtel/Jy . ' 
typical of modern- gang*,- III jneoibftf* '* 
fleejced on# ‘another, It* wojtfcir.Irta&^V 
one another** clothe*. Cooper writs*: *'* 
Everybody connected wfth: tkj* 

*eemed to have dishonest ^ahds. i + 

In spite of fu/ spectacaiar I'ftmh^-.- 
' lure*. U waa an anromanttc loL H 
robbed and sladgbtered/anAtdlejl W' f > : 
tbe gun; largsly an animal l '«n»w wittek.-’.' 
existed not thr <mgliJf* ow» ctererkejw, : 
bat because of the faicgrale wkjcb *|- r 
' low any gang \m .exlstt ! iks^'earitisrit#;' ■ >/ j, 
array of • • protective Sca'Vt*k«sh* fdft'- x 
crime, sJsrays ci^llng^abovt tkq bfg*^ 
timer ibar they way; MvHik'' 

. blood money, fail* by tie wiystde.*^ r k 7 /' 


Smmdmg MMjms ta * Hi U V»ulm M*o*g»Bls pmte* ■ «> April 7+ 1035 . 
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DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM. FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. 


($>■ 



Mrs. Courtney Ryley Cooper telephoned me today 
with reference to the script prepared by Mr. Cooper for 
audition purposes in connection with the possible dramatiza- 
tion of the facts of Bureau cases on the radio in line with 
the recent approval furnished Mr. Cooper by the : Attorney 
General for such broadcasting. 

Mrs. Cooper: stated that she noticed the nam es 
had been changed in the script but that one of Harvey 
Bailey's aliases. Bill Denham, was being used. I explained 
the reason why we thought the use of the names and places 
in the cases to be dramatized- should’ not be used and that 
this matter was thoroughly understood by Mr. Cooper when 
he was in Washington. 




I 


Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 


recorded 
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The statements concerxiing the above entitled case contained in 
the interview with the Attorney General by Mr* Courtney Ryley$Coope'r, en- 
titled "Rise and Receive Sentence", have been reviewed, and it is noticed 
that the name of Persful is incorrectly spelled throughout as Persfal. 


In line 19, in the last paragraph on page 18 of the interview, 
the following statement is made "Subsequent events brought about the abandon- 
ment of the penal institution to which he had been sent, There is 

nothing in the file to support this statement, there- being no indication 
that there was any change in the penal institution subsequent to Persful’ s 
sentence. 

In the last sentence beginning on page 18, Mr. Cooper makes the 
following statement: "The shooting of an escaping convict brought rewards 

in lessened servitude". In the investigation of this case, there were no 
records found which would indicate that any of Persful’ s paroles were granted 
as a reward for his having killed escaping convicts, and the only basis ap- 
pearing in the file for the statement Just quoted is the reported interview 
had with Mr. A1 Reed, presently Federal Probation Officer, Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and former Chief Deputy Warden of the Arkansas State Penitentiary, 
who is intimately acquainted with Persful *s record. All penitentiary and 
other official records of the State of Arkansas are conveniently meager 
with respect to Persful ’s sentences and paroles. 


In the first paragraph on page 19 of Mr. Cooper’s interview, he 
states that Persful *s first opportunity came in 1927, when a fellow convict 
made a break for liberty, and was killed by Persful. There is nothing to 
indicate that this killing took place in the year 1927, nor is„ there any 
basis for the statement that Persful ’s sentence was reduced because of this 
killing, other than the oral admission of Mr. AL Reed. The parole report 
submitted by the Little Rock Office states that nowhere in the Arkansas 
Penitentiary records is there a written explanatic 
reduction of Persful ’s sentence in this instance. 
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Memo for Mr. Tamm 


.April 29, 1935 
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In the third paragraph oh page 19, there appears the following 
sentence: "For a third time he was assigned to the role of trusty guard, 

and this time shot down four convicts, killing one and crippling three 
others 1 . Again, the only substantiation of this statement appearing in the 
Bureau files lies in the recorded interview with Mr. AL Reed, there being 
no records maintained which would afford a basis for this statement. 

In the last sentence appearing on page 19, Mr. Cooper states that 
Persful was apprehended on the charge of kidnaping by Bureau agents. Thi s 
is incorrect. Persful was taken into custody by the Sheriff of Blytheville, 
Arkansas and his deputies in one of their investigations of liquor law 
violators. 


No other portion of Mr. Cooper’s interview with the Attorney 
General has been reviewed by me. 



Lowdon. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


i Mr. Schild&r 

| Mr. Smith ... 

I Mr. Tamm „„ 

n Mr. Tracy ...... 

fcsote 


Attached, hereto is a copy of an interview with the Attorney 
General, written by Mr. Courtney RylejOCooper and entitled 
{'Rise and Receive Sentence". 


The only portion of this interview which deals with any 
data secured from this Bureau is in connection with the 1 
case of RUFfi RSRSFUL. Mr. Louddn in Mr. Tamm's Unit checked 
this report and a copy of the attached, memorandum prepared 
by him on April 29, 1935, was. furnished to Mr. Cooper in 
order that he might make the suggested changes in the 
interview. 
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Mr. Thornhill of Little, Brown & Company, Bps ton, 
telephoned me yesterday stating that he has been talking with 
Captain J. E. Wharton, Adjutant General’s Offic^War Depart- 
ment, with respect to tiie possible sale of a largp number of 
copies of^lOjOOO Public Enemies ,r to the War Department for dis- 
tribution among tSe^'ivxlian Conservation Camps. He states the 
War Department haaJ^fund of approximately $250,000 which will 
be expended by June 8th for equipment for these camps. He 
states' he suggested to Captain Wharton that he call either Mr, 
Hoover or the writer in order to get our views with respect to 
the desirability of this book for the type of young men who are 
members of the CCC organization and he wanted us to be posted in 
the event such a call is received from the War Department, 

Respectfully, 
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p? n ’ BUgur Hoover 

United SteteriepJrtmenr 6311 ^^ 011 ^ 

Washington, d. Jf tent of Justice, 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 

"Public enemy" 6 that ^ ou d ° not use tho u 
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Pleased^o w! V“ e " Wbl ib I ilexy So t he Govern _ 

e yom> comment on this.* 1 "‘ 1 Would be " 
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Program "JEW THOUSAND PUBLIC ENEMIES" 
Date 


ANNOUNCER:-. Tonight, Courtney Ryley Cooper, , the famous author of that sensational hook 

k . ft 

of the underworld, "Ten thousand' Public Enemies," begins his revelations from 
the files of the greatest manhunting organization in the world — the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, directed byJ. Edgar Hoover under the supervision of 
Homer S. CuMiing's , Attorney General, of the United States* ^o man other than 
Courtney Ryley Cooper could tell the thrilling, secret stories of this great 
agency because- no. man other than the actual heads of this famous organization 
knows these stories like Mr. Cooper knows them. J. Edgar Hoover himself, says 
of Mr. Cooper: "His knowledge of the inner workings of the Division, his „ 

personal acquaintanceship with its ..wide-flung personnel, his familiarity with 
the methods, aims- and purposes are on an equality with that of the men who 
actually form its staff." . I 

So now, with the permission. of the United States. Department of Justice,.. Courtney 
Ryley Cooper, frcm his vast knowledge of the inside facts, will tell you of one 
of the most thrilling manhunts in history. Mr. Cooper: • 

COOPER: .Thank you, Mr. Roberts - .. You quoted from Mr. Hoover that I had a "personal 

acquaintance with the wide-flung personnel” of the Bureau of Investigation ... 

It is about that personnel that I want to speak first ... They are the ”G Men" 1 

... and those two words, "G.Men” are the most hated words in the crooked speech of 
the underworld today ... words that are hissed in hatred by the cornered rats of the 
cellars of crime .... words that make even more pale the faces of men whom prison 
palor, vide end evil living have given the sickly hue of creatures of the abyss* 


L 




y 

& < 


The G MEN] How proud. I am to count them among my friends] They are 
civilization* s shining sword in the bitterest war with the cruelest enemy mankind 
has ever known . • . a war that i s raging around us now « • • today • * * 

Young, these G. Men are ...young, and strong and keen as steel ... College men, 
many of them ... athletes ... high in their classes ... leaders ... trained in 
mind and body. , They think fast as a rapier’s thrust. Yes ... they are the 
bright sword that an outraged nation has' drawn against the wolf -pack of crime* 

And they ... these G. Men ••• are a sword unstained, untouched try any breath of 
scandal or reproach ... the finest examples of unquestioning loyalty to duty.** 
of true patriotism that even this proud nation can boast* . 

You ; must understand that, as usual, I shall’ -change certain names in tonight’s 

, ? »• / C *,* a _ * * - * * 1 * * ‘ ' 

story* F 0 r it’s unfair to innocent persons who accidentally become involved 
with criminals to divulge, their identity — and the name s of the Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, must for obvious reasons be concealed. 

Even the gangsters of today use so. many aliases that it is often hard for them 
to recognize each other. \ .. .. 

Nevertheless, I want you to know that, every fact ofl tonight's revelations has 
been checked for accuracy -by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and has been . 
pronounced authentic* . ' _ 

Three men escaped from a Federal prison a few years ago* One had been a trusty . 
Two others got away on forged passes* Desperate men, intelligent, and with 
connections throughout the entire- criminal world, they soon had gathered about them 

some of the most vicious outlaws in America. A reign of terror began bank 

robberies, hold-ups, murder* - 

It was a gay crowd the big criminals of today do not skulk in alleys. Rich 

from plunder, this gang played golf, and drove fast, expensive automobiles. They 

4 * - * r 

dressed their women in Paris frocks. They traveled by airplane, lived in big 
hotels, and carried their money in thousand dollar bills* Every one of this 
crowd had a penitentiary record .— for mail robbery, bank hold-ups, machine-gun 


3 




murders. Let us look in on the new form of criminal. One night, they all 
gathered in an expensive night cluh. 


(FADE TO: THE NIGHT CLUB ORCHESTRA PLAYING SOFTLY) 


(INTO DRAMATIZED STORY) 
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CECIL, WARWICK & CECIL 

INCORPORATED 


230 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


May 24th.j 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




I came to Washington the latter part of 
April to meet -with RylejPCooper and with the hope 
of meeting you and talking to you about the radio 
series in which both Ryley and I are interested. 

I was sorry to miss meeting you and of having a chance 
of talking to you about this series.' However , Ryley 
has written one story and we are planning to audition 
that story during the coming week. 

' I am enclosing a copy of the introductions to the 
series with the hope that you will look them over and write 
me your opinion of.. them. - 

. ‘ Sincerely yours; 

. . _ CECIL WARWICK* CECIL 


■. H.UfoKEE 
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CECIL, WARWICK & CECIL 

INCORPORATED 

LCJ' ^ 


230 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

May 24th, 1935 


Mr* Clyde Tolson 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Tolson: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



I am enclosing the introduction we propose 
to use to the series of programs Ryley ,Cooper and I 
were talking to you about a month ago* 


There is also enclosed a letter to Mr. Hoover. 
Would you he good enough to read this introduction, give 
me your opinion of it, and also pass- this material along 
to Mr. Hoover with my letter* 


It certainly was pleasant to meet you. 




JHMcK/s 
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June. 20, 1955. 


V -. : J . J j" Time .10:21- ,.M - >. •; i;' - 

; --U. IfflMORAHpUM. EOR ? MR. 'XOLSOn/'’’ ’ i /•' v- ; -• 1 

\ •> MR. OtEGGy e .-.V ‘ 

. - • „ ‘*JEle: Radio. Programs on" ■ ' ' ; : f ' .. ; ] 

■ -Activities of. ”G Men” . • ; . • - ; ; 

Mr-. Suydam. telephoned, and advised that Mr.- Stanley . ha'd requested -r - 
-him to do whatever he.’could conceding the. request of Mr. Phillips Lord to’ out' 
on adrad^o program using the work of, .the Bureau as a bacl^rpund -and using; the C - 
,®f m u a f des< ?rip.tive of the Bureau, Mr, .Suydam stated in accordance with, •£? 

this he ; had made^an appointment with Mr. Lord for tomorrow: morning and that he * ' 

^ n* t ° bring Mr * Lord around to see me in the morning. I stated thr-t I , 

wouid be glad to see Mr. Lord,* and suggested that he might want to go through the s 
, Bureau and. view its activities while he is. here., . " >' , • .. V. ° ,. •. . ° e ; * 

^‘Suydam advised that he thought if Mr. Lord desired to put. on ; '•* S 
his radio programs in a; dignified manner, we should take, advantage of his off e©,' , "1 
mainly because it would be impossible to stop them from- doing, this' in any why - 

T ^ efus f d - th ® request. X stated that this was my opinion also, /' | 
a^d informed Mr# v Su^dam/, xn tfeis connection, that I. had referred Ifr; George : 

Zimmer to Mr. Suydam, advising.; that Mr, Simmer had done the Lucky Strike programs ' 
several years agoj .that .the Attorney General, about a year ago', ihpd. approved a . - . 

program tube put on by Mr. Zimmer, provided that such- programs were submitted 
to, th.e Department .for its approval prior to being put.-on : .the .air,..but that Mr., /.■ • 
Zimmer had done nothing about this until yesterday when he appeared with a nronosed - 

programme be put, on, for «Wheatena», and ffiQ^fcised -that he wo^d diavSHo^- 
taka this up T?ith Mr#* Suydam#' 'y j ' - r\ <& ; / , y* ^ 

i; .. 1 , v : - :> > •• . .** ’ ■ /. ’ 7 •{ ■ h 

/ ^ '1 further, stated,, with .regard td. the wholefqu^s^ 

such, programs to :be put-on with the approval .of- the pepart^ehtj ‘that X?believ&dW<*ii 
m instances whisre; a reputable person made, a : requeptL we should,; make, -an.^ effort, to ... 


■ ~ , - —virr r : — j ..,y * , w ,uw, ya pX’UgJTcUUb y/JulCil' s , 

are phased . on fictitious,' stories of i7ork:of the Bureau,- meiiitfro nip^ ~ ;• 

that. X understood several programs, of, the latter typ.9,:were. being --made : in'- New v I«rk' 't ' 
by parties who had- never . contacted the Department as* ’far as X* knetr*/ J r statjafl f 

that we had approved Courtney Byley & -Cooper »s program's which are to start July 1st, ' : - : ' 
and if we refused. any request now, we might be accused of . showing discrimination. ' '~ 

•' . Mr*,. %ydam^ inquired -a.s to f what Mr. Zimmer specifically desired, I , 

stated |bat hs had advised -us that he desired to obtain access to. some 6f- the. closed ' 
cases of the Bureauj that he will then dramatize these to; be put on; the air in the 7 ',”. 

same, manner that the Lupky. Strike programs were, ..portrayed^ that. is, '• it -will.. be. 






< ^3 r 7I3 TVt Jioi'SQ 


* '.*&■ st 

* •» 


Memoranda/ telephone’ cijB^ersatiGn - . .. V-'*; V w .. .. - 

, — Mr. : Suydam and ■$&?# Hoover 6-20-35. ' '*! " : •/ ' 7 " ' ' 

. i ' r"" •- ' -2- ' ; - . * * •' , ; _ • \ ' 

' , ..seated at; the, beginning Of the program. th|tt ''.the' haafepYar®' •t$|&a''froji , it the V’ 

. facttwl if lies- of' the Department, of ; Justice j thdi. in /the;. first program , which-.- 

Mr. Zimmer has. prepared there; is not a single 'killing ih“ it>\ which- is gratifying $ : 

, ■ that ;no nemes Of agents are' mentioned, the names, bping fictitious,, and '.thes, ' -- 

names of places/- etc. 'fill also- be fictitious. . X .stated. tbit Ifr. Zimmer 1 - • r ‘ • " . * 
v ' : understands that .his programs are!- to be ffirst. submitted to thp Department f Or 

its approval prior to being portrayed on the air and that if we could make vV 
", similiar arrangements with; Mr* lord .and Others making Similiar requests, I .. ^ 

believed it would- be .advisable to u do iso,. as v;e. had plenty pf ' cases to supply 
X'Sr innumerable 'dpitands without furnishing: duplications toan^-tfo person's*’ ' V . ’ 'i 

■■ ' ; ‘advised lifri Suydam. thdt in' this, manner we could' control these , 

. programs ih.-the dignified manner in which ; 5 te desired to .have thei£ presented,'' - **. 
infprmihg Mr* -$uydam; that I had received word that a company was planning to . ’/ *. 

. - • ‘ put out' a magazine called "G Men” and that an.oth r company was planning to 

• •put out; ^ bar - of cgndy*udiiiS.d' ^G'^en”, ail;; 0 f fhi#h- was ^ very undesirable. ,;■ ' , " . 

; . -• X further .remarked that; if we; approved, several programs,. * --.V’.'f'-.' .1. \- 

: „ authorizing the.. uMe of tha term i! G Men 1t .,.. it might .hav a tendency to'; ’’kill”. 

the other programs which., are being prepared without Department approval’* ¥ Y ; . , 

'.'•V ; ‘ V; 7 i X Very truly yours, , - - - 'v- , s.X.X ■ 


vYY'V;* ■ -i-i: i''- V.YV^ohn. Edgar .Hoover,,.' =.-.V?V i-v 1 i-V-i-*'. 7'- ' - v/ 1 

.>• ■dJiceptof .'•'•.iM' 4 .. • -i’Y V’^ ■■ i "Y- ■: i /'X 
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■ " J ''A'y ?<?.,•' ;. A; ^Relative your i Inquiry/ of jJune,22, 

V.” ! “* ' A.” ■ ’ - 1935 /'concerning '&s\Winkql’er, ' you 

-VJAY ‘■"'I’ V . • ;.' : are. advised that ^^is Nt ;yqia^i' , now\resides a%. ll^r- - ' 
y -A ’ ■^•v^ouiili-Weater ?arky/ay, Loi^&yiilej .Kentucky,.:;.; 

> - : v ..A ' y'" 'sunder ^tii'e-name ’Of^rs. Walter ‘Mar "A.;s J .- 
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$&. J§. •jBeparinmtt of Uusttce 
769 Starks Building 
Louisville Kentucky. 



July 3, 193,5. 



Mr. Nathan 
Mr, Tolson 
Mr. Baughman 
fjChlet Cl^rk.y^., 
Mr. Clegg’, 1^.,.. 

Coffey 

Mr. ESch^rds 

Mr. Egan .. 

Mr. Harbo 

Keith 
Lester 

. Quinn 

. Scheldt 
Mr. Schllder 
Mr. Smith .... 

Mr. Tamm.., 

Mr. Tracy ... 
Miss Gandy! 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
TJ. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Ave. at 9th. St., N. W« 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs . 


Enclosed herewith please find a newspaper 
clipping from the Courier- Journal, Louisvill^ Kentucky, 
dated July 3, 1935. This clipping shows g^j&iotograph of 
Mr. J, Edgarjl&oover, a photograph of Alvin Karpis along with 
his Identification Order and a picture of George (Machine Gun) 
IffCelly and his wife, Catherine. 


The story, "Ten Thousand Public Enemies" by 
Courtney Ryley^Cooper is to appear in a series of articles 
beginning July 8, 1935, in the^Louisville Times. 




OCD/cle 
Enel. 



Very truly yours, __ 

(0 (L. 

0. C. DEWEY 'd 

Special Agent in Charge. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

BEOOBDEDS indexed HAT F MMJm. 
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Two public enemies 
iv h o boasted jails 
would never hold 
them: George (Ma- 
chine Gun) Kelly 
,and his wife , Cath- 
erine. 






















Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Record of Telephone Call or Visi 

• July 14 

1935. 

10:50 A.M. 

Time 

© — 

Name Mr, Courtney R. Cooper 
Mew York City s 

Referred to 


I Z3£e£€£!£ zk 

Kir- 

]V r r»t f ft’V rrrwt 

TV*>: . FWRm 



Efe. gpsferr.-L, 


Kfe.Sfessatt.... 


rjjHEbr.agniflii-... 

jjl SSfcr 4 ?S>mrrn 

aMOiasGffcafitoc.. 


Details : 

Advised operator that thgr- Director was not in 
She stated that Mr. Cooper wanted to talk to 
Mr. Hoover or Mr. Tolson. Advised that effort 
would he made to contact Mr. Hoovei* or Mr. 
Tolson. 

I called Mr. Tolson and advised him of Mr. 
Cooper’s call. Opr. 20 at New York. 


MI INFORMA I ION CON! AINED 
herein is UNCLASSIFIED 
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FBI WASH DC JULY' 17, 1535 7-30 PM DR 

TO ALL SACS 

PHONE. FOR YOUR INFORMATION NATIONAL BROADCASTIN COMPANY WILL 
BROADCAST A TOUR OF THE WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS OF THE BUREAU TONIGHT 
AT NINE OCLOCK WASHINGTON EASTERN STANDARD. TIME 

HOOVER 

PLS ACK 
ABER 388 
HW 
ATLA 
JV 

BHAM 
XUVS FN 
BOS 

BOS FN 
BUTTE 
OK DEH 
CHLOT 
FEM 
CGO 
OK FC 
CIN 
CE 

CLEV 

R U THERE CLEV 



OK CLEV 





CLE 

MILW 

MFG 

NHVL 

WLS 
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ST P 
RWM 
S LK 
GJ 
S A 
GTJ 
VS F 
1ST 
TAC 

R U THERE TACOMA 
TREN 

OK TRENTON JAM 
TAC DIDU GET IT 
ALL DISCONNECT! 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN.IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DATF ^aayyi B V I 145 


FBI WASH DC 


JULY 17, 1935 


7-50 PM DR 


SAC TACOMA 

PHONE* FOR YOUR INFORMATINN NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY WILL BROADCAST! 
A TOUR OF THE WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS OF THE BUREAU TONIGHT AT NINE 
OCLOCK WASHINGTON EASTERN STANDARD TIME 

HOOVER 

END 

OK BR < 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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2 Mr. Toi'j^s. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


• )■ 


? 


director 


ESsGM 


Bureau uf 3uu£0tt0&iiuu 

t. iteparttttettt of HJuatirs 

Itefjtngtim, JL CfiL 

July IS, 1955. 


r.murORMDITM FOR MR. TQL.SQN 



Mr. Bavi^kcaaa . ... . ^ 
Chief Cierh , ... .. $ 

Mr. Cleg;?: 

fylr, Coffey... . .... 

Mr. Edwards ....... 

Mr. Eg:an ........... 

Mr. Harbo .......... 

........... 

Mr. Lister . ........ 

Mr. Quiaxu— 

Mr. Scheldt ......... 

Mr. Schiider ........ 

Mr. Smith........... 

Mr. Tara rn .......... 

Mr. Tracy..—.. ..... 

Miss Gandy— 


It is respectfully suggested that one or more 
copies of Courtney Ryley^ooper's bookmen Thousand 
Public Enemies” should he' secured for the Bureau's 
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Mr. Nathan 
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J Edgar Hoover Esq. 

Bureau of Federal Investigation 
Washington DC 


Dear Mr Hoovers 


May I say again what a pleasure and source 
of gratification it was to the national Broadcasting' Company 
to have been part of 'the excellent broadcast done last' night 
from your bureau. 


To my mind it was one of the most interesting, 
dignified and informative programs that have been on the air 
in some time, and cannot help but do a great deal of good. 


Sincerely, 


Alfred a Morton 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR:- 
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Mr. Edwards — 
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Mr. Qui rm.. 

Mr. Scheldt....— — 
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Mr. Smith— 
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For purposes of record, there is attached-a ~ — 
copy of the script used in the special broad- 
cast from the offices of the Bureau at 9 A. M. , 
on Wednesday, July 17, 1935. 

^ * 

Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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Re: Radio broadcast 
on Bureau. 



Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. To I son. 

Mr. Baughman.. 
Chief Clerk 

J Mr. Cle^S" 

Mr- Coffey 

IvT r. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 
Mr. Harbo.. 

Mr. Keith ... 

Mr. Lester. 
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Mr. Lundell', of the National Broadcasting Company, t eleph pn e'd"'f yoni ~ 

New York City and advised that he had talked with Mr. Cooper} regarding the broadcast 
of the tour through the Bureau; that Me . Cooper had advised him that'he would be 
willing to make the broadcast for N.B.C. with Mr. Kennedy and he desired to know 
if Mr. Hoover would suggest that -he, Mr- Cooper, come down todays and prepare the 
script, although he can prepare it in New York and have it available in the mail 
tomorrow morning. 

I. advised Mr. Lundell t that I was somewhat confused at the whole, 
situation; that first of all, I did not understand why the broadcast had at first I ^ 

been cancelled and secondly, I did not understand why Mr. Kennedy had been substituted^ 
for Mr. Cooper. Mr. Lundell advised that Mr. Kennedy was formerly a news commentator^ 
and an associate editor of Collier’s magazine. I advised Mr,. Eundeil that I was 
not favorably disposed towards Mr. Kennedy because of the libelous article which 
Collier’s had published about me when fir. Kennedy was connected with the magazine. 

Mr. Lundell stated that he was surprised to hear this because of Mr. Kennedy’ s generaj 
attitude toward the Department. I informed Mr. Lundell of the article referred to 
which was written by Ray Tucker and of the nonchalant attitude of the management of 
the magazine when it was called to their attention, and because of this, I had a 
personal feeling against Collier’ s and against the manag ement of the magazine^ii ^thaif 

' - MMm 

* '' I stated that the request for the broa least which . had been approved. 

was the one which stated that. Mr. Cooper was to make the broadcast and that Mr. Kenneay' 
had not been mentioned. Mr. Lundell stated that the reassn for th^|^r|j9c4H(^Llati'on 
was that they did not think they could have things arrang ?d in time to put on the , , . , 
broadcast by Wednesday but after talking it over with Mr. CalldH^h ^5fey fecideii ’they 
would be able to put it on. Mr. Lundell further stated t iart"if'“irtrwas satisfactory ~~ 
he and Mr. Cooper would come down at noon today to make arrangements for the FILE^ 

broadcast. I stated that the final decision in the matte: * was up to the Pe pflTt-hmgr>+. J ^p?'— i 
but that I felt that the Bureau and the Department had not been accorded a fair 'J? ^ 
treatment in having the program cancelled after it had been approved, and at that<V 
time, I had advised Fir. Suydam that in view of this I would not look with favor on * 
any future requests of N.B.C. to make a broadcast on the work of the Bureau, because ‘ 

I believed the commercial department of N.B.C. had engaged in some unethical tactics 
in regard to the cancellation of the broadcast, which tactics bore some relation to 
the Chevrolet people. I advised Mr. Lundell that we had not given Mr. Lord or the 
Chevrolet people any proprietary rights to any programs on the work of the Bureau 
which would allow them to dictate what was going on the air and what was not going on 
the air, and that I resented the action of N.B.C. in cancelling the broadcast. 
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Memorandum telephone conversation 

Mr. Hoover and Mr. Lundell 7/16/35. -2- 


particularly when I learned that the cancellation had been brought about by 
reason of the influence of the Chevrolet people and Mr. Lord, and as a result 
I was considering recommending to the Department that the Ch evrolet- programs 
be cancelled. 


I stated that in talking with Mr. Suydam, I understood that Mr. 

Lundell and Mr. Cooper were coming down yesterday to make arrangements for the 
broadcast and that Mr. Kennedy had not even been mentioned, and when I learned 
that Mr.' Kennedy was to be the commentator, I had. stated that I was not going 
to approve the shifting of commentators, because I did .not feel that anyone who 
was not acquainted with the work of the Bureau could come in and do a good job. 

Mr. Lundell remarked that they were interested in doing a good job. 

I advised Mr. Lundell that I had received a very good proposition 
from the Columbia Broadcasting Company to make a similar broadcast in the evening, 
and while I did not care particularly who did the broadcast, as far as the company 
went, I did want it done right. I stated that I did not like the way N.B.C. 
had acted in the matter, in taking the program off the air without any explanation 
and in shifting commentators that I had noted that the New York papers were carrying 
an article stating that a broadcast of the Bureau was to be made by Mr. Kennedy 
and that I was to go on the air, when as a matter of fact I had not consented to 
go on the air. Mr. Lundell stated, that he and Mr. Cooper would like to come down 
on the noon plane and that they could make arrangements here for the broadcast, 
and that he, Mr. Lundell, would like to see Mr. Cooper make the broadcast because of 
his vast and exact knowledge of the Bureau's work. I stated that I had told Mr. 

Callahan that I could not take the ‘time -to educate any commentator and that is 
one reason why I objected to Mr. Kennedy as one unfamiliar with the Bureau. 

Mr. Lundell stated that he desired, me - to know that the N.B.C. had 
'the highest respect for the Department and wants to do a good job and would like 
to clo it in the evening as the Columbia system wished to do but they understood 
this could not be done as there were no employees working at that time? that they 
would like to go through the Bureau with Mr. Hoover on Wednesday and pick out 
several of the more important places in the- Bureau to jnake the broadcast from and 
to allow the natural sound effects to be transmitted. I advised Mr. Lundell that 
I would be willing' to talk with him about the broadcast although I had recommended 
that it be cancelled for the reasons outlined above and that I did not know what 
action the Department would take. I stated that I did not wish to insist that Mr. 

Cooper do the broadcast, except for the fact that I knew he was very familiar with 
the Bureau's work, but that I'd be perfectly willing to have anyone such as Russe l l 
Owen, Will Irwin, or anyone else familiar with the Bureau's work do it. Mr. Lunde ll 
stated that they were now planning to have Mr. Kennedy introduce Mr. Cooper on the 
program. .1 stated that I would not state definitely that I would approve the broadcast, 
but that I would be willing to confer with Mr. Lundell and Mr. Cooper on the matter, 
and that I 'would arrange to have Mr. Suydam confer with them also. 


J.E.H. 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
SPECIAL EVENTS DIVISION 

SPECIAL BROADCAST PROM THE FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION • 

OP THE DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

" ' WASHINGTON , D. C, 

NARRATOR: COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

ANNOUNCER: \M, COYLE 

Wednesday, July 17, 19 35 

9:30-10:00 PM EST 
Y3AF AND NET 

SCENE; Communications room Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(Telephone buzzers) 

OPERATOR: National 7117 - Federal Bureau of Investigation, (pause) Just 

a moment SEATTLE - 1*11 connect you with the Director’s office. 

From the new Department of Justice Building in Washington, D, C. , 

tonight the National Broadcasting Company brings you, for the 

first time,- a broadcast directly from the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation, The work of the Special Agents in fighting 

crime has made the Federal Bureau of Investigation the best 

' known law-enforcement agency in the world. Through the courtesy 

of the Hon. Homer Cummings, Attorney-General of the United 

States, we are able to broadcast to you a description of the 

✓ * 

work and functions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
Vie take you on \ tour with our NBC microphone. Your narrator' 
will be Courtney Ryley Cooper, newspaperman and author of 
"Ten Thousand Publicr\Bnemies% 

First vie take you to the office of the dynamic young man who 
directs the activities on the Special Agents of the Department 
of Justice, J. Edgar Hoover. Mr* Hoover r* — -- 


COYLE: 
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LOCATDKi Office of J. Edgar Hoover, 

MR, HOOVERs I am especially pleased that tho national Broadcasting Company 

is conducting a tour through tho Fedoral Bureau of Investigation 

tonight for tho bonofit of all of those in the tfaifcod States 

who. cannot personally como hero to soo it# We liko to feel 

that this Bureau is an agoncy built by tho people of America, 

for America’s protection, through its cooperation with the law^- 

enforcement agencies of tho nation^ state, county and 

$unicipalit y • Tho time will como when ovory criminalr*catching 
* « 

agoncy will work in unison against tho common enemy of tho 
good citizen# So tonight inasmuch as I must stay at my desk I 
am turning over tho tour of the vast mechanism, human and 
technical^ of tho Federal Bureau of Investigation, to my good 
friend and associato of many years — Courtney Ryloy Cooper# 

I considor him ono of tho best informed men on this feubjcct 


COOPER: 


in America# 

Thank you, Mr# Hoover# I think tho bost place to start is just 
outsido of the Director’s offico* Horo is a largo room# On the 
wall is a bronzo plaqua which bears tho names of the special 
agents who lost thoir livos in lino of duty# Hero in this same 
room casos aro filled with material evidence. that 'the viscipus 
criminal sooner or later repps true punishment for his crimos# 
Horo, too', aro his guns, rifles, rovolvors, sub machine guns# 

And thoro pro tho heavy guns and armament that Machine Gun Kelly 
used. Thoro aro the guns of tho Barrow Brothers and Suicide 
Sal, who liko many other criminals equipped themselves with 
weapons stolon from National Guard armories# 


i 


Hero also is tho amoving pistol made from i^doublo^barroll shot 
gun by thd wild killer Wilbur Underhills And thoro are dozens 
of other weapons* Gangstors may think thoy could make a good 
haul of guns by robbing this room* Mr* Hoovor has attended to 
all that* Looking down upon them thoy soom to bo ominous 
weapons* But tho underside has boon mangled by an oloctric ^ 
Yielding process* Those guns will never fire bullets again* 

Lot 1 s move just around tho corner to the Communications room* 

(AS MR* COOPER ENTERS - OPEN MIKE FOR COMMUNICATIONS ROOM SOUNDS) 

This is tho narvo center of tho greatest investigating body 
the world has ever known — ' v/iros tied into police departments, 
state agencies, county and city lav/— enforcement bodies, every- 
where* Tho teletype, telegraph, and telephone link into one 
compact body the police of tho world* The instant a crime, 
which falls within the province of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, occurs reports start streaming into this big 
room* It is a room filled with clattering machines, men 
working hurriedly at the switchboards, telegraphs sounding 
with the clattering messages of criminal hunts in a score of 
placos in tho United Statos* (MR* COOPER PAUSES 20 SECONDS) 

(OPEN TELETYPE MACHINES FOR MIKE NOISES) 

MR* COOPER: Listen to those machines as they give thoir staccato messages 
of sorrow, tragedy, and relentless man hunts everywhere* Hero 
in those ceaseless flashing massagos aro the stories of tho 
chase of William Mahan, kidnapper of George Weyerhauser of 
Tacoma* the hunt for Alvin Karpis, murderer and thug, public 
encpiy of the people of tho United Statos* Nor is this ally 



Lot’s go through this door to the big room with the black 
switchboard with its hundreds of flashing lights and buzzers 
that toll tho story of crime in ovory city in the country. 

OPENING OP DOOR - SOUND OF SWITCHBOARD ~ BUZZERS 

OPERATOR: National 7117 ~ Federal Bureau of Investigation. Yes, Mr. 

Tolson? I will ring him, 

SECOND OPERATOR: Fodoral Bureau of Investigation* Mr.- Quinn* Just a 

moment. 

THIRD OPERATOR: National 7117 - Fodoral Bureau of Investigation. Bog 

pardon? You have rocoivod con axtortion note? I will connect 
you with tho Inspector* 

(CONTINUE SOUNDS OF SWITCHBOARD - FADING OVER NATIONAL 7117.) 

COYLE: So it geos on day and night, night and day -V a stroam of 

information which flows into this central agonoy of criminal 
detection and cypprohonsion,- 

OPERATOR; Hello. Yes, National 7117. Yes, Madam f I will connect you.. 

COYLE: The kidnap numbor, the number which should bo listed on the 

memorandum pad of every family in the Unitod States, National 
7117, The number to call when a child is kidnapped, when an' 
extortion nobo is received, when the great arm of tho lav/ is 
needed to savo a family. Don? t forget it, Tho Federal 
Bureau of Investigation i- Washington, D. C, , National 7117, 

OPERATOR; (FADING) (GENERAL SWITCHBOARD SOUND - "THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION ) 


\ 


(SOUND OF DOOR CLOSING) 


COYLE: 


This is a vast building. The crime hunt goes on from many 
floors* We aro now on tho fifty floor. Mr. Cooper has just 
gone into a waiting elevator f and in a moment he will talk 
to you from the big room on tho seventh floor housing more 
than five million finger prints of tho known criminals of 
tho world. Erom that room he will tell you the great drama 
of the "ten tiny policemen!! that watch through life to prove — 
"Crime does not pay* " He will tell you how 3500 finger 
prints come every day to tho Division from all parts of the 
world. Finger prints «• yos, and oven foot prints from far off 
India and Africa. 

Every police Chiof doponds upon those prints to catch his 
maTi — ; ovon when all othor moans havo failed. Groat filing 
casos houso tho criminal historios of mon who may lio, squirm, 
twist and rivo in tho clutchos of tho law, only to be trapped 
by something which thoy nevor can elude — their finger prints,, 
How, to tho seventh floor* Arc you up thoro, Mr. Coopor? 

COOPER: Yes, I am horo, Mr. Coylo, Look at theso long rows of file 

casos. Tho so finger prints, those millions of cards with thoir 
black smudges* Thoy aro protection for all of us who wish to 
obey tho law. Hero aro white coatod mon classifying and filing. 
There’s ona of the experts now. lot’s seo what he is doing. 

(SOUND OF SHUFFLING OF CARDS r BANGING OF DRAWER) 

COOPER: I’m going to take tho microphone over to tho desk of Inspector 

Clegg-.: and soqci£ wo* can trace a finger print card right from 
the Police Department which sont it hore to Washington. 

What! s tho story of that^card Mr, plogg. 


MR, CLEGG; 
COOPER; 
QIEGGi- *4 


% - 5-A - % 

It is a finger print card sont in from San Bornadino 
V/hat’s th.o name on it? 

Well, names mean nothing to us, but this ono happens 
Robort Barrett, 


California, 


to bo 




~ 7 ~ 


: Yes. Just a minute now., 

'(OPENING OF DRAWER 0-- RUFFLING OF CARDS) 

You see this ‘bunch' of cards with holes punched in them. 


3CG; They correspond to the finger prints in the other files. . The 

machine is set to pick out Robert Barrett’s finger prints. How 
watch it. We put into it 100 cards among which is Barrett’s. 
(MACHINE CLICK - ROTS ABOUT 10 SEC) . 


CLEGG: 

COOPER: 

CLEGG: 


See those cards falling on the right there in that slot. 


CLEGG: Those are cast offs but sooner or later *— this searching machine- 

THIRD VOICE: (excited) Look - one fell into the. pocket marked identification. , 
CLEGG: That’s the card we want. Oh -“Mr. Lucas, will you get the 

corresponding finger print card for this. 

LUCAS: Certainly. (SLAMS FILE DRAWERS - RUFFLING OF PAPER) Here it is, 


COOPER: 


COOPER: 


But this doesn’t have the same name, and the pictiires^ too^ look 


different; 


CLEGG: Certainly, they were taken several years apart. I told you we 

paid no attention to names. But look at this finger print under 
the microscope. 

COOPER: Hummn - they are exactly the same. 

CLEGG: (chuckles) Yes - the machine told me that. Lucas, take a wire. 

•’’Sheriff, San Bernardino, Cal. Finger print classification 
Robert Barrett No* 29991 identical with that of Manuel Consumo 
wanted Sheriff Shay Victorville, Cal. Charges robbery grand 


theft. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation” 


COOPER,; 

CLEGG;. 


COOPER} 

CLEGG} 


COYLE: 

CLEGG; 

CQOPER}; 

CLEGG: 

COOPER: 


L 




Will you explain that? 

Well, you see a man may adopt a number of aliases. In fact, in 
our records you can find case after case where criminals have 
used from forty to fifty assumed names, hoping to cheat the law. 

So we ignore the names all together. All we care about are. the 
deltas, whorls, ridges and other markings of his ten fingers. 

• That is infallible? 

Infallible? (chuckle) These marks form on the finger three 

months before birth, and they never changei Even mutilation 

cannot blot out this means of identification. John Dillinger, 

for instance. He had his finger tips burned with acid and he 

paid five thousand dollars for the job. Other criminals have 

paid crooked doctors large sums to alter their finger tips, and 

perform face lifting operations in a desperate effort to evade 

capture. But once we _ get those finger prints we care nothing 

about the rest — we've got our man. 

There was a good example of that in the. papers today. 

Yes. William E. Meade was arrested in Northampton, Mass. His 

fingers had been cut deeply, stitched and an attempt m^de to even 
, * 

change his ridges. But even then we identified him. 

That's marvelous. But what about Robert Barrett's card? 

Well, let's chase him down. There are a lot of fingerprints in 
his general classification so we will have to use the mechanical 
searching machine on this fellow* 

You mean this queer looking device to our left with those studded 
cylinders. 


LUCAS: Yos 8 

LOCATION: (COOPER - ON COASTER TO PRpT SHOP) 


COYLE: 


COOPER: 


COYLE: 


COOPER; 


COYLE: 


Nowj sypposo vm tako a look at tho indox filos* Thero are 
sovon million names in thorn — all of criminals and thoir 
aliasos. 

Good. But whilo wc*ro on tho way. how about those long rows 
of filing cases on tho right? 

Now you* vo struck something —** tho single fingor print file. 

Of coin' so. I romombor that Mr® Hoovor was tolling mo that 
thoy contain the single fingor prints of twelve thousand arch 
criminals 1 , all public enemies No® 1, of racketeers, extortionists,- 
gangstors, kidnappers, murderers, bank robbors, — ovoryono 
markod for approhonsion or extinction bocauso thoy are 
criminals who will kill on sight® It is surprising to learn 
that this single fingor print file has trapped some of America's 
biggest gangs® For instance when John Dillingor shot his way 
out of an apartment in St. Paul, spocial agonts determined his 
identity by the fact that a power box carriod tho print of 
Evolyn Frochctte, his female companion® 

Then there v/as the gasoline can which was thrown aside by the 
kidnappers of Edward G® Bremer, a mid west bankor as they 
carried him away. This can was examined and found to boar one 
fingor print® It was chocked against the record in tho so 
files and found to bo tho identifying mark of America* s most 


dangerous criminal 


Mvin Karp4c.« 


An amazing place J Mr. Hoover tolls mo it led to the tracking 
down and killing of Protty Boy Floyd because a singlo fingor 
print on a. boor bottle found in Kansas City proved to bo that 
of Adam Richotti® Richetti and Floyd, were constant crime 


companions. Tho hunt which followod ondod in the death of 
Floyd an Ohio and Richotti, now faces execution in Missouri 
for tho murdor of Fodoral Special Agents and City policemen 
in what is known as the Kansas City Massacre, 

COOPER: This fingor print division does more than catch criminals. They 

havo found by studying tho records that ninetoon year old boys 
are tho most persistent offenders those days. Crime seems to 
truly start with tho malo at 18. He robs more from 18 to 23 
than at any othor age 0 The high points of murdor are between 
tho agos of 20 and 24. 

Women stoal moro at 19© But 22 sooms to bo their worst ago 
for criminal of fonso s, ’ except for such things as murder. Women 
got mixed up in homicides mostly at tho age of 24, 

Then thore is tho dead file with it*s list of tragic records of 
criminals who havo diod in prison, who have fallen in battle 
with law-onforcoment officers, who havo walked along tho last 
mile in thirteen stops to the scaffold or gono through tho little 


COOPER: 


door to tho execution chamgor. 
(OFF MIKE) Oh, Bill, hurry along. 


COYLE: 


What havo you found now? 


COOPER: (COMING IN) It* s a big laugh, Bill. Tho moniker file - nicknames - 
five millions of them, and what nicknames — Box Car Annie; 

Slue Foot Poto; Razzlo Daz z lo Joe; Cotton Patch Mollio; Asbostos 
that* s a hot one - and listen to this one — The American Bum; 

Am I Bluo; Chicken Bonos; Carlina Moon; Charlio from tho River; 
Cigar Kato; Poaches Platinum Blonde; .Picoolo Pete; Pick Handle 


Slim; Pop Eye Lil; Pork Chops — dozens of Pork Chops, and Queen 
Elizabeth* 


1 
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COYLSj' Lot rao in on this*- Ghoso Calco Johnnie; Goo Goo; Fir o Alarm Brown; 

• Flop Ears; Fat Syo Joo; Mattross Mouth; Solf Starter; Slim Whiskers; 
Slam Bang; Spaghetti Kid; Suitcaso Simpson; Dog Faco Kid. Say 
Mr* Cooper v/hat do you think thoso names moan. 



~7 


COOPER: 


(OPM 

COOPER: 

tam: 


COOPER: 



*• XO *» 



This is file funny part of it , Bill* A man may change Ms alias 
fifty times, "but if you remember when you were a kid, you know 
that a fellow never changes his nickname* Get it? So they 
chase the nickname instead of the alias. * • 

How, while Mr* Coyle hurries on a special mission, I will take 
the radio audience over to the Print Shop* You know a print 
shop is usually a pretty ordinary affair, hut this, one is loaded 
with romance and drama. It is the fastest of its kind in the 
world. Why, in the Urschell kidnapping case where they sent 
Karvey Bailey and Machine Gun Kelly to Alcatraz Prison, they did 
a job in one night, that would have taken the ordinary printing 
establishment three solid weeks. Let's open the door and listen 
to the machines. 

DOOR — ROAD OF MACHINES ) 

What are you turning out now, Inspector Tam? 

Identification cards on George Mahan, the kidnapper of George 
Weyerhaeuser* Thousands of them a day, and they will catch that 
fellow. Those cards you see in Post Offices, banks, hotel 
lobbys and grocery stores are puting a wall of publicity around 
that fellow and he can't escape. 

In other words, it is a matter of hever-ending efficiency* Mr. 
Coyle, as I said, is hurrying a distance of an eighth of a mile 
in this tremendous building to personally tell you how special 
agents get that efficiency. He is heading for what is known as 


COYLE: 


COOPER: 



«* 11 «* 



"Oscar’s Room 11 and now Bill, if you’re there with your short 
wave pack set, tell us what you’ve discovered. 

As I went down the "broad halls of this great "building of marble, 
stainless steel and modernistic decoration I suddenly came to a 
aoor parked "Ho Admittance". There is a reason for that sign 
because recently a new watchman opened this door in the dead of 
night and rushed to an alarm box that he might flash the warning 
that a murder had been committed within the very building of the 
Department of Justice. I now cbpen this door. Here we are in 
a dingy room with slatternly furniture, tin dishes, an old cot 
in a corner and a ragged blanket. There is a broken desk and 
scattered papers and in the center of the floor there lies, face 

• 'i .• , _ 

downward, that thing which so frightened the watchman the wax 
figure of a dead man.. A gun lies beside him, one cartridge 
fired. There is blood on his hands. Evidently he has committed 
suicide. "What all this means I am frank to say I do not know 
and I am going to turn the microphone back to Mr, Cdojjdtf in' the 
Crime Laboratory and let him explain, 

I will do my best, Mr. Coyle. Perception, ingenuity and the 
ability to run down every possible clue forms the background of / a 
good special agent. "Oscar’s Room" is not merely an exhibit* 

It is a book of crime which can be read by the alert investigator 
almost as quickly as though it were print on a page. In Oscar’s 
Room are some 200 clues. A cigeratte., perhaps a finger print 








COOPER: 

(cont) 


on one of those old tin pans or a hand writing specimen on a 


piece of crumpled paper. By following down every one of these 
200 clues the special agent in training learns that Oscar was 
not a suicide hut a member of a kidnapping hand who was killed 
outside this room hy fellow gangsters and carried in here to 
make the crime appear a .mere suicide. The running down of 
these clues includes work in every part of the Bureau and 
especially in the crime laboratory where I now am. And I sec , 
Mr. Coyle has also arrived and is terribly interested in some- 
thing. What*s it all about* Mr. Coyle? 

COYLE: Somebody* s taking pictures of a soldier* s coat. Mow why? 

COOPER: 1*11 find out for you. What*s happening here, Mr. Quinn. 

QUIRE: A soldier was murdered on a government reservation. They sent 

his coat here for us to identify the powder burns left by the 
bullets. You see science can show exactly how far away the 
murderer stood when he fired the four shots. If you will come 
with me I will show you a few of the things that science is 
doing to solve crime these days. 

.VOICE: (EADIEG IE) I think, Mr. Marks, we had better find another shot to 
test these bullets. , 0-.K. 


(EIRIEG 0E THREE SHOTS) 


QUIRE; You see they fired what they believe is the murderers weapon 

into a box of waste cotton. Row they take out one of those 

bullets and put it under a," double projection microscope to 
compare it with the bullet which actually killed the man. Here, 


QfflHNj 

( cont) 
COOPER: 
Q][JIM: 


COC3PER: 

QUIM: 


COYLE; 

QUIM: 

COOPER: 

'QUIM: 


COOPER: 


you Look at. it*- 

It all looks like one "bullet* 

Yes, tut you can see there are two and they are exactly alike. 

A gun finger prints it's "bullets just the sane as a nan nay 
leave identification "behind at the scene of a crine in the forn 
of fingerprints. 

What is that over there? 

That is a flueroscope. It is like an X-ray machine and looks 
right through boxes, bundles, suitcases, anything. For instance, 
sonetine ago, a high government official received an oblong box 
in the nails. It looked like a bonb. The box was sent to the 
crine laboratory here. We placed it under the flueroscope. 

And found a bonb? 

It was just a gavel that had been loosely packed — but you never 
know. 

And that green light shining over to the right? 

Violet rays to bring out invisible writings, such as convicts 
send out fron prison when they are arranging a break. Just a 
nonent. I will shut off the light. It is an ordinary 
letter, isn*t it? 

Yes, it’s an ordinary letter-. ’"Dear Sister: You chccrcd me 

up so much by your visit. Thank you for the bi'ole. I read it 
every night after I get into ny cell-. Wo one knows how much I 
want to reform and go out into the world again a good man, and 
rake up for this terrible crime. 


QUINN: I guoss that is enough. _ Nov/ I will turn on tho Ultra-Violet 

ray. 


(CLICK OF BUTTON) 


QUINN: - 

COOPER: 

QUINN: 


COOPER: 

QUINN: 


COOPER: 

QUINN: 


Now what do you see . 

The first letter is gono. 

Yes, b.ut thoro* s another ono and that was written between tho 
lines. 

Doar Bill: 

I got guns you smuggled in, will make broak tomorrow night 

at 10:00 _p.m. — — — 

How could that be done. 

Easily. A convict could write it with dissolved quinine that 

he had gotten from the prison hospital by playing sick. 

What would happen if this were actually a Federal case. 

We would first notify tho prison authorities. Then, of course, 

v/e would proparo for action. Wo must always bo ready# 

You Ionov/, for instanco, that everyone of tho 624 agents who 

are stationed about tho Unitod States has gono through a long 

period of training and especially on tho rifle range. These 

men arc not triggor men or gun— totors but v/hon a fight is 

necossary thoy are equipped for any omorgoncy. For instanco, 

everyone of them is an oxpert with tho automatic shot gun. 

Everyone is a marksman with the automatic or repeating riflo 

as well as with tho revolver and- automatic pistol. As for the 

gangster* s own weapon, tho sub machino gun, supposo you switch 

to the microphone down in the riflo range in tho basement and 
lot tho radio audionco judge for itsolf# < 
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5 PISTOL SHOTS 
5 RIFLE SHOTS 

MACHINE GUN - SLOW - THEN RAPID -r*- 

(MIX TO COMMUNICATIONS ROOM) BUZZER AND TELETYPE 

OPERATOR: National 7117 •* Fodoral Buroau of Investigation. 

SECOND OPERATOR: National "7117 - Fodoral Buroau of Investigation, 
THIRD OPERATOR: National 7117 - Fodoral Buroau of Investigation, 

(FADE OUT) 


(CLOSING) 


COYLE: 


From tho Department of Justioo Building in Washington, D. C,., 
tho National Broadcasting Company concludes tho first radio 
tour ovor mado of tho Fodoral Buroau of Investigation, through 
tho courtesy of tho Hon. .Honor Cummings, Attorney-General of 
the United States, and* J» Edgar Hoover, Director. The 
National Broadcasting Company has boon privilogod to present 
a first hand broadcast of tho inner workings of 'the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. The narrator was Courtnoy Ryley 
Cooper. Wn. Coyle speaking. This is tho National Broadcasting 

Company. 
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'•Bzpnvimznt nf 2(usi iaz 
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July 17 , 1935 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


M r. Nathaa 
Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Baughmaa 
CMo? Clerk.... 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey. — 
Mr. Edwartis ... 

Mr. Egon 

Mr. Bterbo 
Mr. Keith 
Mr. 7. egtor.. .yf 
Mr. Quism. 

Mr. Scheldt 
Mr. SoMltte... 

Mr. Smith 

• Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Mias 








a •■•*> 
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! 




In regard to the representatives of the National Broad- 
casting Company placing their equipment on the seventh floor this 
morning, the first information which I received about these men 
being on the seventh floor was when I went to ,the fingerprint search- 
ing machine and discovered that they had assembled all of their 
equipment which they intended to use for the broadcast tonight. I 
assumed that these men had obtained permission on the fifth floor 
to place this equipment and did not question- them as to whether 
they had consulted any one about doing so. 

Mr. Brumbaugh, the clerk at the information desk on the 
seventh floor, reported to Mrs. Searles this morning that several 
gentlemen had gone down the corridor toward the fingerprint searching 
machine with certain equipment which he thought to be photographic 
equipment and that he had been unable to stop them. I was out of 
the office at the time and while Mrs . Searles was trying to locate me 
to give me this information Mr. Brumbaugh returned to the office ana'- 
stated that he had .j-ust "seen me with the gentlemen and he assumed 
that everything was all right. 
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' V/ - >p&og£'you i^jpy much indeed fo? yota? 

■*X *£^** '*« - 1 >. \ \ v*- : ■ - ,v * , r - ; ^ 

■iXyi.PM^ telo^a^.oojieQj^ng th^ broadcast ’p£ ^iove'.xtt w*’ * 

/: '•" v «sV \j <•'■>■-' V\V • ' . 
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THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 




STANDARD TIME 
INDICATED ON THIS MESSAGE 


Commercial 

Cables 


ttlackav 



CM Clnurica 
Cabhs 




This (s a full rate Telegram, Cablegran 
Radiogram unless otherwise Indicated 
signal In the check or In tho address. 



1 wi g 15 GOVT COLLECT=DY STPAUL MINN 17 919 P 

■; Dl RECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIGATION=;NORTHWEST j 
^UB DEPT OF JUSTICE PENNSYLVANIA AVE AT NINTH ST ' 

fc-E-t ~ 

■JjjRADIO TOUR OF BUR EAU DISTINCT S l| CC^l^ j y[c §g,Tj USN GOOD J 

■J £ AND PROGRAM VERY INTERESTING AN^ INSTRUCTIVE^ „ 

eft ' BBotmsrj - • - f=-r — 1 - u 

. >Zu _ INDunruna ^ \ ‘ ' *nar — J& 


3VIr. Nathan -M 

Mr. Tolson-k^J 
i Mr. Baughman . J 


Chief Clerk. 
Mr. Clegg — 


, A INDEZEO .AND^RSTEHr ' ^ & 

^ /^)JUL281935 -oftHlNFORMmONtONTAIfil 
rll/ ’’ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

t ,/ . DATE fra3M R y gftMiW/ 

// Telephone Your Telegrams to IvStdl T&Ugptfp 


Mr. Coffey — .... 

! Mr. Edwards — 

Mr. Egan -<4 

Mr. Earbo „Z.5 

j Mr. Keith 

: Mr. Lester — v -« . 

• m*. Quinn 

Mr. Scheldt 


Mr. Schilder . 
Sir. Smith — 
Mr. T amm — 
Mr. Tracy ^ 
r Miss Gandy i 


8 1935 x oAEt INFORMATION tONTAJI^B^ 
* HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


> July 20, 1935. 




Jr. Courtney :' : ' ‘V •>.'*>? f 

The .'Penthouse* U1 ; ; '-'i . \ /■ ■ % -- ■; ■ 'J'r. S 

i£Lg > v v . x V ;*••.; J •' 

Mew York .City. /• y^ v * .. 'U\ . 

Dear Ryley:-';''* ! .\ ‘;*V •!;’ •;^“v 4*' -V ? V' : -' V: - 

.v '7 '\I- have' ■ £ ;iti&ii^'had. ; an. 

i/he .script 'whifeh. .you /sent, .tb ^Clyde. ; an v .Sunday:;. Und 'i b ?.*>• 
wanted', you .td. 'knqw that' I’ ; thof ,Q\#&y ett^dyed/ reading.:- i- 
it.. ' j ~ belly e : would . coyer a most' * ' i; 

intere.i- tingl-bro^dlcast .of > the Bureau ’s work. , ahd ‘-that -? * v 
if -’is •• prepared , not; ’oialy./lii eu- Interesting ; banner but 1- 
that ' it portrfays. yfche Iwbrjsvbf IthcAn?#^ 

bi^lpbo^^'^aiaier 1 ■ }« :?v.' 


•jv : Edgar .-Hfc>over-i ! -* f '’< 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 

Sunday • 

My Dear Clyde: 

Herewith. I am enclosing the script of 

first 

the proposed Department of Justice series for yizz 


I suggest 

1 — o^P^i^he Walter of names, and^iie 'o^lrer ^ 




;!'VJ 






Mr | Hoover's OK or disapproval. 

There -are two ^oin^s^' to 

.mi 9.fi ms 

attention 

is that of using a syjfcene from the 

Y 0 u will note that I have used onl fr the first names 
of the various cohvicts involved in the Prank Hash 
matter, while the Director is not called by name 

I do not know what thsz policy has been determined 
upon regarding names and took the avenue of using first 
names only as the easiest way until something was settled 
If the Director part is objectionable, of course, 
that easily could be changed to an Inspector. 

All this, of course, is contingent upon the 
continuance of permission by the Department to use 
D of J stuff in broadcasts f as per the intrduction to 
this script . However, I just thought I would send this 
down to you so that , in the event that things did continue 
and that there was a sponsor for my show, you would 
have had an opportunity to look over the script in plenty 

t v „ ALUff ORMATION CONTAINED' 

°f time to make changes . I? UNCLASSIFIED 

f 3 / P 
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Samezever Qj 
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OT(MG;;' ; .. :-V‘ duly -23,^935^ • 


/Hr. Wilii80^oyX#>' ■ ’ ' 

- * r . ^ ir a ^ ^ -j-i' 


V -, ; ' j^r* 


.Hational fress Building, 
Washington, iU-.P*-’’ •. ‘ 


Dear Hr 7 Coyle* ' 


- . . , ,7 X, panted you to know Bow muehrf appreciate 5 ,; 

your assistance and participation in the broadcast- ; 
-tour through the offices of the Federal Bureau of \ 
Investigation on the evening of Inly 17. / 


* ‘ „« ’ ’ * --- ~ > ^ - * . ■ , , 

* / 6 - ' Reports have -been received from various- .'.'••••••: 

”... '-•■/ - parts of the" coimtry, indicating that much interest ;, 

pas'. taken in this broadcast, and ■£ ,kno\? that your peer' 
- . sonal participation in' the program aided a geeat deal 
’ l\ ; - in- its ultimate success. ' . . ; .• 


-\} : J With ’ey best, regard's, X am. ' . - : 

»* r *■ ' '* - V;',' ■* " ^ ' "» - . ^ ' ' - ' „ 

i - ,, , ' - m \ ’ 4 k 

- Sincerely yours,: /-V ’7r*'V ;■ 


' ' --- **MQ 1 


' DATEJ 


hir»-ifethan. T l'.--f . 4 ; '■ 




n 


. Mr. ToisoVx v »*** 
Mr. ^anirfa htan •> | 
ChlW CW£ ; 

Mtv - 

Mr. feof j6y* 

Mr* ;E<3wan3s 

Mr/Hafbo.-t 
[, Itfrv Keith 

Xvlr. 


» , * 




H>\ : •- .\--V 


1 y. * , ' 

/ L „ *> * 
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Chief 

M n 01 ©^77.7,7,^ 
Mr; Cbff.ey 
Mr/. Ed wa roe . 
MryBgun 

Mr, Harlpo . 

* iVlK Ulster 

Hr, — 

Mr* Soheidt.^-— 

' Mr, Schllder,-.-^ 
v MK, Smith' 

Mr, TarhiA^-,-^ 
Mr* 

-r 1 Ml so Gandy, 


' ’. REGOEBBD &INDBX3SB:, 


’• 7^1 r./- 7- , ■ r—** 



77s7' . , /. 

■ ’ r:0k 

uE^li^'7:7 


i . 


i ^ p ; v ^ 


. /• \- f ? 7“7,-v/'7 *' , /*‘ ** ' ' HJ ^7-/V'- 7'7 '* ' *'•* . .*'* X.' ' * 

% .. \'77 ^7-7 J3^ r y7777 7 -*7 ; 7 : . - . , ' 

7- ,7'7 ; '<{} : - . ’ 7 -7/7%; 7^^7777^-’ c -•‘7V- 

f ■ • 7 5 V 7 - .*■•« ^7 '77. ■; ■;• 77 , vr ^ 7 . •*•*’ - 7 *-•- ; . : 7 

If > SWsSKfK Br 8rt£SPfi»,'^-‘. " i.7 - C : ' ■ 1 ' 


■ *■ mm . 11 ■ . • 





7 7 ^/ 7577 /-. 7 7 HEBEI N IS UMCLfiSSiFIED 

mEjMm ~ 


in 



'^ 77 v 













{ : r 'C ; ft: ft >’ ; ; 

, * * ,,f 4 * . / . ' ^‘ 4 ( J> f ' ■ '** A, 45 


• >-.‘ J l, ft/.' 7;.~:‘ ' . h * > : "' *V .'lift 

V>\-:V ; 7 ? ’ 


V^'->'.:;vv ,-vv,/: ‘ V./ ' £<•'.'• 




ftftft 




, - Jl \ * 


A-fft-vP ft ftftftSftftft ft' ;# 

ft V; ^ ft ftftft 

ftft$ V/ <.. ; 6 oq|>^ 

v/:> # f : v '-| 23 B'«^^;x • %V; »-V. ■ :•'■■> . ’/ ¥ ' ;:.f . r t : "'■ Vi >:?? * • •;// i^-v 

, / ft ' ft ^ k ;* ^ v , .ft * v. ft \ ? v % -*V*^v. , t / ? u *« > % %* * r : 1 'ft - *" * V\*- ftv ft r A ft 

v ^ 4 * < 4 a , ^ „ . iv , * * * s ' * ■* ft V <| *• ^ * > V* * v v ^ f , < At - ** , v . % * ^ N t * ^ ^ \ * .ft *y **£* £ *;*„ 3 -t -i ^ y,j'.‘ x , "i , *< * K -•* * :. * 


V./ r ^ 


: } ‘" K- V -i V : * .-’■' . citisen^ . q$ : ;$3&-' *oua.t?!y . • .^7" </> ;;>’, v VAr^"r ;. , : •; 'V.-/ > 7 


l**''i^tV-;» v^'/^ 5:v%i^::^#t^|iOi:xsa.-. ;./ U^f ?5^ V*-'-^' X K<* '= 

;. :; :> C?*VY v-^-v : ^'W 

f'Vvs'^’^ (7 -:.- 7'- :.!/• ..':a »•'.;■ '7 •*='-' •,^ -. ^ : ' : ,'v\,v « ? .: '-'-V^ ; 7 *7;'^7"s ; fTV^ 

:^.v !v } V^V i <C' % V *ftv j v - ft rftv \ ,<* s £.z ] \+ )vV ' ^ V V'' '-** >; t '/ ' ’1" * :~i *.:'t * > /' 

■ Kiisg' 

'. K tef® %-tt; ? 4 tk: V^-^-: : ' : .^r *f. ?• v.: 1 .: I 

. ’ * 'kV' «.Ti .,7 / ,;.- ,:. » >A, ^ .w Jt/i . s.‘ ■• ' V J-' '***J ♦ 'i* ' ^ . x{^. ,: \ '■' C - " ‘ . • 7' 'V>~\.- '*. 1 ** * •»/. - . f ■ 


V'»<»<;isi + —t- '"’7 i * ',. * . * > , '- ; '- > , . , VnV;> ' •«f ' , > ^ 7>- »' •& *? ^ ‘ Sl , * : 'v.* - . >"/ * • -' v \ - ~ v ,*vi 

; ' i^;* ■-. ^-:' 5" ; ;; > :*- f ' : .• ^ ^?; . 7 \ - **;'"» .-;. 7 . 

; : ? ; r .ry 3'- 

-, . ■ i ; :My«- ii^t©^ .‘wCV 1 :’ v y/’l'Z'&’i 

‘ ‘ . ft ^-5 "'ft * !•%, ft ftil /- * .% Aft V?3ft 5? '<*’:/- ft* v/ft 

■ >•■■ |^53 aes= ;f 7 i 4 


l^-'fT.^r^'- -;H:> 'A ^*r* ; :■■■ A ' A- ^j|j 

vh^Hf^yrtyTT .... ' -7_^— — 


V,; «|U8S^f y 

mmimm -,m& Mi*. ifeoij 


•-'r 1 ‘i"'*»- ^^ep- :; “- : t ; f^r; i*" -> ; - >: '%. ' f 

.. ->v, .;*,■: , : \y*\\* tA l r -<,Vv .•>/*./ v *:\ ;‘*v/v?k r '* *~.; 

:!; * r ;. ,'; A r * v 7- ^V;« '7^7' 7 74%r= * / V’’ * » ’. •* •%' # ^'>C77 77 7^7 v 777 7''77f 7 : 

~? V > T *?'£ U* x \ V ■< "a *' ;V *'„«•' •’* ’V - 5 .:' r‘- ,; \' : *' ..s;> f *- ,: . * ** ’ , ^i.'./;«‘--'/'.o 7 ,: •<> : ; tv,:. * ^ 

1 \* A-v .- &,'i///' ,v* . V .- l ' > « . *,:' . ’'‘**Ui r J .'-: r-*V. .*;&?' '..*.%»* J ' ’**. \ 'i/iV.* ?v\ TiV a. 1 .’, *»«vv. *~v X 


V*. ^ 


4% gS?*' §k$$a&i 




•V. ' ? - ^- < ''“ d.'j'v ' 1 a - : lv . i, ..‘‘X ;' v - ;. ' • ’-i’ a -■ /, 'V J .' . .'■ * . ,».** .': • »’A \V '- -' ., ' A-: A f A‘.' ^ v -' . '/ -*X.* 

••?.„-;< 'y-:^-'\- <yyyCC yjy^v.’ .•?>>>*>'’•■.• y .y^.- 


^*^U;i.X:. ■ ^vi\- •.•<%•■ XvW^ ^ 

SPPS£;:X^ 

: ”< *# # -i y tKvv ’? ! 2 -O^? X: 

^r.Quj^; e .A-...y ; , v*.i Ov a : ; ^ v w- X; a J-' % Z 

S^ys^er^.-v,-.' ' ,; y- ' ■ -•■ Y. 4 .vi •• -:* •' y.; : y ’’ ; ' T. ;•/;? '^rt'J'?, y '££..j. Ay !.•'•' - 4 - t ^ 5 ? 

:’’ f *';* y- r ' ‘Xy. *f .? -cv .•?:‘^.A' • ' }’^;-^^: 4 -. I./,?-'-- '^- 

S^Tr ; fe :: X-XVXjf xKx \ y ?r?:^ J 

vK- ^ :$y /;XX;^Vyr ; 'i'-»X ,^-: r &:.£ - > XXlX^'r y ' • : - : * :; 
iifim Ganky'lyJ.-. . >' '.'V, : r ,.' ;. .’.'Iva^'? A T>.s''- .V-..? ' S-- ? v-&’.^' : '%i : i*y’"'‘&'~.*‘ > ,• • ’’ 'ti-X,'^ - >*-: *' 'r.' 1, '" -\; 







TlA^A 


. ; Juljr 23 , 1935 . J 




Captain o£> the Guards* ;, r ., - 
Department of Justice/-,;. ' . .-■. 
Washington/ .D; 0. 

„ * f *• > - '*■ ' ' ’ 

" > ‘ < - **'"*■ ,, ^ v V* , r ^ - 

Dear Captain* -j -/ > : •; : • ; v 


... .X’Want to 't&fce tHia opportxm^y to.: v 
express my sincere, thanks &M ajppreciatl^i'for: ‘ 
the most efficient manner in which thgA^uards 
under your supervision cooperated on i&dneaday 
night , , July X? , during the natioa-vd.de broadcast 
which, was made of the functions of this Bureau, . 

. .'*• - She guards were extremely courteous 

and -helpful and to you and - through you to yohr 
entire” force I want f- to- egress, my thanks and. V' 
commendation for their assistance. v v 

* «* , V ‘ - .* *, ' - ** ^ ' * . / , \ ’ 







- ' t OT:MC . . 

v /- . tffly 23* X9$5 


■tin ■-.• •; -. ■. - 

V- Hntional Broadcasting Cojap5my> Incorporated, 
v 30. Eocbefoller pjy&aa, . * ■ ' ' / . • . 

Scsi 2ork City* . • •. \ .. 


\ Dear Br,. LtmdsJ.3.8 ' ' ' : •; 

: -\ \ . V to :tdke. thi 0 op^drt^t? to sprees , ' 

", ; • / to you toy ' appreciation 1 for the stumor in •uhieh you ••' . 

' : : and the other . representatives at the national hroad~ ; u ‘ 

easting: Company handled the broadcast tour through the : 
offices of the .Federal Bureau of Investigation, here- * 

.- '..in the ero peportmeat of dhsttee Bt&lding, Wednesday ' - 

, evening#.' -• * ■ n; 

./. , ' . 4 t ’ feci that. the tour v/as-j quite successful d 

. V frna every standpoint and that it. use psrtictfLarly ; ‘» -; /*/- ' 
successful in acquainting the d^tisane of the :opdnts?3r 
... trf.th the Banner "in uMch tMn 'Organlsatioa operates.:. V 
•, " •:* • in handling, the set under, its jurisdiction.# , ,* ^ * 


;■ >_ "■ - ■ -■ •/; s )*|h 5 iO® that your personal participation .in ‘ O.-- 

- . . y V the broadcast assured its. success* endX muted you td/-.- -,. 

■ 7 haOn hdsr mch I personally appreciate the Banner ia 

, uhich the tour, was 'Carried ’.out *; - , .. ; v - , ■/"■.t.u 


; TMK4dathar*. v , • 
Mrv T^a'epn % *.> ,%*- . 

; ivir. Ba>jghm^rt u 
; CtUef Gi^rk^-w' ■] : /; - 

■ m r* Cftes'tf . 1 J' - ■ 

: WIr, Coffey # ; 

Mr* E4w3ard« — ►*.* . 
M r> Ey'an / 
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Record of-Telephone Call or Visitorl 
, 7-18- 1935. 

Time 3t00 p.m. 



Name M-r. Mm-i t.h . nrc. tele. 
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Mr. Nathan 
Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Baughman 
Chief Clerk 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey ... 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egen 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Scheldt 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. S mith 



Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 


Referred to 




Details : . , 

W 

Stated they mad^ a, transcription of 
the broadcast last night, and are send- 
ing the same sreep' to Mi/., Hoover (Mr .Hoover 
may keep .the^rahscrijrbion) . Mr. Smith 
asks that I Explain \1ro Mr. Hoover that 
it is not a perfec -Recording, but it is 
the best they could do in the short time 
they had to make arrangements. 


Mr. Smith wad thanked for this courtesy 
and his thoughtfulness. 
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303-7 MUNSEY BLDG., WASHINGTON, D. C, 

NATIONAL 4910-4911 

July 29 
19 3 5 


OFFICE OF 
BRANCH MANAGER 


E. J. SP1TZER 

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


i 


Agreeable with your request of July 26, I am 
sending you, herewith, the cylinders containing the program emanat- 
ing from the Federal Bureau of Investigation on the night of July 
17, which I am asking you to accept 'with my compliments. 


EJS:b 


(Vj 



brfely yours. 


Gpvernmei 


isentative- 
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Mr. Nathan ! 

Mr. Tolson -- 

|V/Ir. Baughman/: 

[chief Clerl^L/ 

rWc^Clegg.' .. X — 

j/clr. Coffey 

| Mr. Edwards 

I Mr. Egan 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

July 26, 1935 


t Mr. Harbo 

j Mr. Keith 

\ Mr. Lester 

! Mr. Quinn 

| Mr. Scheldt 

[ Mr. Schllder 

Mr. Smith . — 

Mr. Tamm 

i Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Your THnd letter was received this morning with a 
great deal of appreciation. I have watched with a dmir ation 
and satisfaction the growth of the Bureau of Investigation 
and together with the great majority of American citizens 
have come to regard it as one of the most salutary forces 
at work in our economy today. It is therefor© gratifying to 
know that one has had. a small share in promoting its interest. 

In retrospect I think I grasp the significance of the remark 
you made last Wednesday evening about "The man behind the 
scenes". 

May I be privileged to say that I foresee the day 
when radio communication in all its phases will play an in- 
creasingly important part in your work and that I as an 
individual stand ready to assist you in any way possible in 
expanding this phase. Although I cannot speak officially. 

I am sure that the "Engineering Department" of the National 
Broadcasting Company is equally prepared to lend you the 
benefit of the vast experience with sound and radio communica- 
tion problems we have acquired in our long years of experimental 
research on them. 

With my best personal regards, I am 


Sincerely yours. 
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E Baughman 
ef Clerk.... 
Clegg.. _f£ 

Mr. Coffey 

\Mr. Edwards 

MK Egan 

Mr. Fpxworth 

Mr. Harbo 

j Mr. Joseph 


fair. Lester . 


| Mr. Qu inn ¥ 

j Mr. Scheldt i 

Mr. Schilder _.J 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy ... 

| Miss Gandy.....! 


Mr J Edgar Hoover Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington D C 

My dear Mr Hoover: 


Having just returned from what* some people 
call a vacation, I want now very sincerely to thank you 
for the superb co-operation you afforded the National 
Broadeasting Company in its broadcast from the Bureau on 
the evening of July 16th. 

May I, through you, also extend our thanks 
to Mr Tolson, Mr Suydam, Inspectors Quinn and Clegg and 
to the other members of the Department who contributed so 
much to make our broadcast an unusual success. 

It was very pleasant to renevtr our acquaint- 
ance begun at Atlantic City and I hope that wex..may again 
in the near future work on some project of interest and 
value to us both. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
DATE 8'k3M BY M6M3M 


Cordially yours 


Director / 

Special Events Division 
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Observation 


(DENVER ROCKY MT. NEWS 
Denver, Colo. 
7/25/55 




— BY LEE TAYLOR CASEY— ? 
scenario write r — Gene Fowler prefer- 
ably — should do a burlesque on the G Men 
These federal agents have had things their 
own way so long there is danger they will be- 
gin to believe they are half as good as some 
people think they are. Therefore, for their’ 
own welfare^ as well as for that of the nation, 

« a s modern Aristophanes should give them at- | 
tention. t 

A burlesque of the G men should be eas^ 
to do— so easy indeed I may do the job myself 
in spare time. The movie should follow the 
Mines >• of s Mark Twain's “Stolen White Ele- 
phant." ^Hollywood is lifting' most of its plots 
•anyway; and it is possible 
the Clemens copyright has 
run out If not,, the pro- 
ducer could twist it a- littld 
so as to . make it unrecog-, 
f nizable to.. those, plain and> 
honest people who,form; s the 
/•majority of m ov i e ; ; audi-, 
. ences, , whn elects our! presi^ 
v- d e'n t s and 'congressmen, 




, . r ; moying' tlieirdips. 

K The', t li'em e has-been 


force, b£. delightful memory;' has, been revived, 
Chester ; Conklin , he of the extended mustach- 
ios, should^be able to do full justice 'to .’an im- ; 
personation of «3V Edgar Hoover, and -perhaps 
Mack Sennett could be persuaded appear iii 
the role of' lhe‘ ; Rt. Hon. Attorney^ General, 
Homer. Cummings. - * ' • ' 

The G men have been inflated enough, 
Some deflation has become essential. 

*• ‘ s # * # 

Those Success Stories 
' ' With' Courtney,’' Ryley Cooper as their 
mouthpiece, the G\men. have been their own 
best, character witnesses. . Their testimonials 
to their own worth make it difficult to believe 
that crime, in any form survives their per- 
sistent *and scientific onslaughts. 

’ But C the evidence -submitted thus far has 
, been extremely one-sided., We are told at least j 
four times of the crimes they have solved and 
the criminals they, have apprehended. We 
are hot told of the occasions on which they 
miss fire. . 

•' They got Dillinger, and they, deserve credit 
| "for that. So* do their helpers. For they got 
Dillinger^only thru the aid of a stool pigeon 
and a woman. When they gotJiinuthey had 
him surrounded and 15 of them poured bullets 
into him when he wasn't looking. Then they 1 
said* He was reaching' for a gun. ' Dillinger’ s 
snuffing out was well received — but. I am not 
ready to fall down and worship the heroism bf 
his lS^ss&skns, 




An Unsolved Denver Crime „ 

G men, when ^WelxiTrg» up on 
their own exploits, mention the Denver mint 


robber y — or, in official parlance, the robbery 


of a reserve bank truck in front of the mint? 

That job was done in December, 1924, and 
was an almost perfect performance of its kind. 

I was covering the statehouse for The News 
at the time and was among the first on the 
scene. The meh on the Express got there even 
earlier and were very proud of that fact, but 
unjustly. For the robbery after all was almost 
in their back yard. 

You may remember the affair. The robbers; 
must have had inside- information, because 
they timed their actions perfectly.. They l£t‘| 
,the^ truck alone until the day it carried $200,000 1 
in $5 bills. Then they knocked it off and 
killed a mint guard while so doing. One of the' 
.four [robbers was killed by a stray bullet;. The 
other' three got = away • and -left the 'robbery car’ 
,and his bddy in" a garage. / .'V' V )A ; 

; , It was * a month before the body was dis- 
covered, and. in* the meantime, some of; the 
stolen $5 bills began appearing -in Denver. 
McVittie got the first one and exhibited it in» 
his restaurant window. ; 

, But not an arrest was' made. Federal agents 
and police together did not so .much as find 
the four women who Had accompanied the 
bandits to Denver. 

The Gmen are very effective in tracing 
criminals — when a stool pigeon tells them just 
where to go. They all have college degrees, 
which may or ‘ may mot be guarantees of 
super-intelligence. But until, they do some- 
thing or other about the mint robbery, other 
than to suggest the bandits must have killed 
each other by this time, I believe; I'll, be able 
to keep my enthusiasm abo men 
withirTTeasorfable bounds.' 


Mr. KaUksas - 

Mr. Toitecr*... 

Mr. Baugbnusa — 

Chief Clerk 

Sir. Ctegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egon 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Keith 

Ms. 

Mxj 
Mr! 

Mr. 

Mr! 


Lestes 

Qiinul 


A... 


Scheldt! 

Sc. lilder 
Sn ifch . \ 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy . 
bliss Gendy_..£ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEJ 

4 2 .— Z/Sslb'* ‘z.z-.S 




*. * , V” v 'fc-'* V' *Cy# x ,*?*' Y^V . '^,V- .?* ' • y \, s/\j\ * y, ** V V v " ■ *.V, ; <f';y--> *. - *• ;* 

JyT ’ - ' )\f; v ** *■ ' ■/;>' »yY<!V “*' , Y ; v <• ', . '■*’ " 'yv V “ { tf * vy y - ^7 ' f.V '- 1 '“,* 

■*, "V * ' k •' • * •* * >' ,L . i’*j'V^ V ‘', . 4 r- .’''V., ' '< . "-'■vy ’ y V, 7 Vy r : '*'’>■■ : s f • t' i ' f . ,V' r /' i'< f 

Vy V.** **:* ** * ; y, j/V 'V ;.vf ' *// 'y' \ - - f: y\* ' .,Y* 7 ’* ^r! vl *'' 

y/‘ Cv * X ^ ’y- ; J -' < ^ '3 - ■' ■ TYY-*. 

Yy>'Y \ ■’. YV -!;p.ep^ep^ Jo^lov^Oi >y- ; y..*/ -'; . 7 i{~ 7 ! ' ; i Y., YyiY y .-.- 

v:* '• •'; - v -•'■-• Baer :" .'; .fry - j --^ y y y> “- ' X- S: Y? ' y Y ' v y y 

'£’■’• .'"■•,7 »v -7'. ’.'^'S: v-y^,;’'-. >l vt l" iV 'V *$' •‘si v • i'jU.4«r 7 i'* '-if v • *' 


V- -W: :m ^;>^-r=K£: 

y? : M r |p:iy I® i*i?y y IpH^ 






7 fi v# r ? ■ 

7, .’’ **. x «'■»>» - *V\ »t* '? JjtTnVli'. "Jf <S*.“ vWnVIVI* w « W ^4 M ^ W A*{ ■» 1^4 >* K^wk r*i *1"¥ "7 >3 ' .11 r.'V’ J ". . ' ' ' ^ 


,r,? *t 

; ;f * *'* w 


^ JwJ r >lx> >»* 


\ . > -., *. :? v.i, 

V^ ; , *1S> 


’i.V >'4 . -;. j‘ s?*,,v >»“ s 'f,^ "’r 1 /j>v . -, ' ,;\ y .-j»/ w : - p' 1? 'a *. y * ' Jr V t ,* yy- v'CvV- ' J'-'V; ^’.'v*,;, w-; { , 

•'. 7' - y ^‘-1 ;. -• r"7 ‘-.y •'• %$$$ %tibw& $&#'#. &foer&f!k; '&£$£&&&&&& tp v . f ^ ><-.' ,-.* 

K 5 ;:y "i?yy 
’I hhu:'> ••' : 

> ^ T:; r il /, v" ^ ,v ^’ v i>' ‘y-. ».; ,r * 

v ^ i^y ;> 'v- ^ ^ '.y ^ ^ y • -y >>•••• 

vs v "'^ 1 * '.’* r ' .,- .? . ' «': 2/V'w" - 1 *- ^““; #3i '- «- yi - ' ’ N : ; 4f ',-‘ -r > ^ ; -^a^V' , '* 1 " ’.yji ^ v\v^V *'> % ;.«*‘ ;\ 

.-y, • '»7';; ^ ^ -v'^ty « # f . * y'v,y ^ .'<* ^ '* ‘,y,y *>* * ^ -i ^ # ■«/ y y^k-,*' ;**> v i * r ~* .. ? ■ -I *V ,>^t» 4 ^5*»;*\^/-'/y*v^' Vt' '* ’■'* * '>'■ 

.^v; : ^ v > yi * . « ^ s' * v, j y ;\.*o v ‘.n,y '*'**-•&' 5 / 1 v‘V' /’‘ ’; ^.T„’ A* .'t'*'-^'* 1 - y T y, ■,:• v ./'^ lV / T ’' / *’ •* 

■; ;> : ;y 7’7 7 >y y y ^ ■ ■ -■ *" 7 ■' 

;.’:» > 'Hr ;v ; y V *i : -v '■ ; .^©sjet|i,, : |itopagMp : %•& ’’A*^ '. ,'V; - 

V:'-’i*^-^ ^ A : W-« *££•-$>%$ . 7 ' •'V.v-4^'^>y. C.^f M 



•.agents^ a^l ; have mentioned here. before^ IS that, itis bagedVon a false premise 


/and is.whoULy tuhrehllstib*: ■_. \ ; “V , r . ” y v . . 

^ >* ?•- ’*' 'lawlessness hy 'ghyerm^tairagents.^ promotes ■' 

' as under prohibl tion. Bus hwMcking Dillinger . did not affects the, .ehuSe that fade . ' 
. .’Diliiuger what he 'pas*,. ' "V" ' " *. • '/y.'"' f\"\ . •'* 

Iheltederal /Department : o£ Justice is trylng to perauade' the nation r v ■ /'. 
v . ; that; they should be permitted ’to' shoot a suspect on sight and that the parole 
: •'/' system Shouldhe abolished*/ 'Xhese'..thit#>/\tU;.my 'jimlgmenty^ f ‘ 

V. ’;xa^ae •' f • * v 'V. v* \ ’> ‘.- r.' 

' - Over-toamatization of the ^war on crime' 1 appeals to .chiitoed .and movie .V ; 

/; ^directors,. buthas no beneficial effect. -"We must treat crime as we /treat, an^r >.*’ 

control.'- <r» -Pi 




'££M& '; ; ; ®»; : thQ : 3 ' : %^‘ lia^iton^ tliei* - Wijf ‘ : 


' '?%*'' »>^* A V'VV*-' •• 1 ' .' ’ '\‘‘-t*-jy‘‘ *-' i*'*"‘* ; ,A«c'^ fO'*'" '<,:* ,; -C-T^'r . - -V’A A-f ’ '.:*'’ '>**•*’ \ *;* ',; c^Y^v.v * * • '**- A V '.S’ <^VY‘‘’X '\ , 

'".?‘- i * ,: .v- ;:";';>-«o •; the' 7 a-' •.^hk-r3ft^«/.^fcrt»Wvi' miIaW. 


■ ; V?- ' :%»/ d^Ea^. - -C -5* 'sH* ' ^ 




' l -; /’•? 'f,‘ '5'«'<i‘ f ,t-‘ %, ’j*, •' ,^**^>7** . )%rv* ; • .''{■*** ’\ - f ' *:„- ^ r *’- 1 ' '^-f-,-'^ ''* / ,y/» >v * | ? >■ ' * “ >~ -> ~ » *1 V. 

\ '<• : x \ • "; .vi ■; >*’: ^ ■>; >%, £ * >> '7\ ? >- v '*> M) y X>\:&t . -v Vi* : v t; * ^ -'* ’. v ~, 

;— r .,v 5.i ^:*-**> v - --' *; •>;* „y-'->'v ir,v ^v,'^V‘V .; ->y ;;a*'K .; ; ^ 

^*vg> ;V^\y ^ ?I;v T^ Af A.li‘ 


“ / ;•* s Sttcc^ega *.3 v; * >: - ,- : V a n c% 'j '• V %?y. >}yi;k\ J yyy *f ■XXx ,1? r ^ 0f?$$\ aV ; : 

/ ;V * V/; ^ ; * ;r *;{/> ?; : vA^v-^V >! *J‘ ; '* : :’^ -^c 1 ^ f*- ; -;’>v % f'i • 1 ;>;"*♦ J'" 

Irtesy^baial^ . 1 - 


w ;:.:v v / :»-; ./•- X*'-" ;i: ^ t r/ - Vf'-S* , , c‘i i -c^'^'vj ’v? 


S 2 i$g> :$.■& %■' awL ., ; 


? ,V „ - -5, - .'^ 


N' - r* ^ ' ’ '*'* •//*', 7 % *“ • > '^’ -f *' »■ - ^s'% ,< /V^'' >v *‘ « / >•',’ ; V •* * *,-., . v ' •' >u *i' , * - v '■ > '•* »'* * **/‘ 'V « 

* , "S' J >■* . * v ' -■ * J , * ' j; ' V . ; ,-*L . 4 '' t: -' 1 *' > ' '■• » \ , „• v *• , r^vT? 1 ' * ‘ ' ’■' " i.v^t ^ .* ' „ «. 'J. -% -S > ’* * 

i Jr VI ALJ& ^ v w « >*~ . -_iv4 ^ .«* .x.i *i ry^.V'. l « ' «VjL' . / * 


^'«ocaj 840 ^/bk,i^^ r i&©$r, plaa ;\V ? *- 

*S‘W- '■': x'^i Kp ff ' v'-Vv' ’’ 






ho' -Ws : ^BUpbS^:'£0id, k). : •; >• 




;-^ ,vv,fVI 5 ^.^j'^;^vS' 'f£VV<r.^n?/w:* 

•bat^ v iwclt;;iac&eiat. of. ^v : ?.s = ,% • : , v'.VCr : $&%£«%&? h*\ H‘ : M^: Vi 

;;v y^ i *'i^>;‘V* ; -. \ - 1 J;:'V; , ,y <r 

,. '? '. .' £ - '*& <£ - Sm? ^ ’ *4 iv T<b^/ T W ' v Vm ‘'TsV^rt « 4t^ '4* a* ' ■ c 






ttf -’ ftil 03 ?a t&il'e'' eo- doimsii^OaQ’.'of 1 ••■'fclia.^Qtto* rob'fe bmv ma; - iia,^;^ . by j$ - 


a-ttiat'- giio 3 ?a t ]&&&$& |&ii^g«;:?Qjp(.d 

‘ '^Kvt-ji -v>‘^ D; 4 - r 1 vA-^ •'.*,-■'•■ /■ i-'rv\V-?i ;; 



,v 




** '*‘f 'V V’,/ f, ’v ^'V,/; ^ \ * s .. '" l y- \ ', * - %- a-*- '3 ;j> v* V* *r s.r* . * “'v’'*; 






'• ; ..- ; y;;>v.:, .'ijvjt?. 
,V" i -' '■' '. r • * v , " 


f ‘V”>v > ;' >* 


.«.>. V' n* 




, r . 4/V,;.r ; - '■%• : ; .gut, ^ (m;crrecit ■ ■ 






V - •- - \ . .% v * 'A 1 '■' ^ 

V’% ' • *_' y.''* 


3# ifeis - : . 


^.j^: yt^i-sa f/. < ;.., .; 


■. ; * 

^••4i irS j-v ** 






:.Tt&<©riL 




' 

- ■ < - V »•'* * * . 

Jr- 

Sr. 

ffit* ^h^smxt'k i; mf Ji 
&+_&*%& 

&y 

L^.litzih jX 

.■ ' > ^-7 > ' 0 » 7 V 

£eV^ 2^~~~ 

Sc- 

to 

3*? 


\ #10 : ;^ol^tlofo ^rTWfaW v ‘ * *X " i v: 

r : '.V 

y .;<^ia.«si lntey^tixi^ ,ra$efei|£r S£ .awS" : £&n<fc? '7;v ( 7 '; 
*■ , & a ?,| G t' . ■fe^so'4 ; #A''.4»;. a-. ; sgste^ rJ- 777 £ :• ' v j ; ■>■; ;; j 


i~~:~ 


y- v/7 


k v’2'-' ^^4, Hi* * * >• ., iv . . •> 1 '•■ tv v 7 . ~ *' . V A - ."^ ^ *<*■ *7. *» -■ V 

"‘j ’“^ ■■ 98®&^is: "frbn Mss " ^.V*7‘ ' 'C ; 

7 ' “-': BeSpSeti^lyV'. •■-•$': '- Xu'^’-^-'-M '* ^ ‘li'lS-.h’- 

v>'->-vif ; 'v n>;.v v-; ;\ 7v7 : v 77V 

-f .: x -*}77 Vg .777 r7V^'77;.:;VV 7t n 7 ^ : ' '^ ^ ^ 

:1 :fe:^S£ISS£ Vi i •iv : ^«#^* ’ '■■& 

i- ■^M;iNro!^iO^MSP‘V--v.V 
; pMMsSpIlyViV^I 

y|7777v : 7V'i;7igg- 

; ,4 ■ •■ V r< 7 V- * ’7.' 7; - ' 7v V 7'7* t ' '* f" ,' ^ e ^ V**' '* 7 . V.‘o7 ,,-' * *'X; ^ - ^ 7 -,;*'* - * ‘7 i, < >"’-j 


t 


% 




■WESTERN UNION 
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NHC NEWYORK NY AUG 20 1935 
J EDGAR HOOVER - ' 

DIRECTOR 

DEAR EDGAR HAVE BEEN ASKED BY LEADING MAGAZINE TO OBTAIN . 
SERIES OF INTERVIEWS WITH YOU UPON. BUREAU AND DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE WORK STOP ONE ARTICLE IN PARTICULAR IS TO SHOW 
COORDINATION OF ALL PARTS DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SHOWING 
HOW CASE IS FOLLOWED .THROUGH TO COURTS ETC STOP SERIES WILL 
GIVE GREAT CHANCE TO REALLY GIVE CREDIT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOR FORESIGHT AND COURAGE IN CONCEIVING AND BUILDING UP OF 
FIRST ADEQUATE LEADERSHIP IN FIGHT AGAINST CRIME AS WELL 
AS GOING INTO IDEAS FOR CRIME PREVENTION ETC STOP MAGAZINE 
PLANNING ITS SCHEDULE NOW AND IT IS HIGHLY NECESSARY THAT 
OKAY BE GIVEN AT ONCE IF FINAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE TO BE MADE 
STOP CANNOT EMPHASIZE TOO STRONGLY THAT YOU RUSH DECISION 
TO ME ON THIS MATTER STOP. IF YOU OKAY THE IDEA WILL YOU 
PLEASE DO UTMOST TO TAKE MATTER UP WITH ATTORNEY . . 
GENERALS OFFICE BEFORE MR CUMMINGS DEPARTURE FOR EUROPE 
STOP MAY I SUGGEST THAT IN VIEW OF MUCH 'UNDESIRABLE 
PUBLICITY FORTHCOMING IN MAGAZINES FOR VARIOUS PHASES OF 
PRESENT ADMINISTRATION THAT HERE IS OPPORTUNITY EOR, HIGHLY 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


I am attaching hereto a copy of a telegram which I have 
just received from Mr. Cour tney R-ylev^o oner . and which advises 
that he would like to obtaih a series of int erviews with me un on 
the gener aj. work of ±ha Bureau an d how it fits into the Dep art 
ment 1 s operations,. -The telegram is self-explanatory, and l would 
appreciate receiving from you an indication of what your wishes may 
be in this matter. 
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About a month or six weeks ago, Mr. Cooper informally 
discussed the matter with me, stating that he believed there was 
material, particularly in connection with the Identification 
Division, Crime Laboratory, and some of the Training School work 
which could be presented in a series of interesting articles, and 
that he felt also that the angle of portraying exactly how the 
cases are developed, and then brought through to ultimate trial 
and conviction, would likewise be an interesting aspect. At that 
time there was nothing very definite about the matter, and he said 
he would let me hear’ from him when the plan reached a point where 
it could be presented to you. The attached telegram, therefore, 
is the outcome of this previous discussion. 

There have been some new developments in the Bureau’s 
operations, such as the gymnasium work with training in jiu jitsu; 
the new phases of the Crime Laboratory, dealing with the chemical 
analysis of material in the solution of crimes; and the Training 
School work, particularly the new Police Training School, which 
would make interesting material if properly presented, and I know 
of no one who can present these data in a more dignified and 
intelligent manner than Mr. Cooper, judging from his past articles. 
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April 30, 1935- 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, . • - • - 

The Raleigh Hotel, ’ - ' . V • =V- ’ 

-Washington, D. C. • - / 

Dear Mr.- Cooper: ' . . • ' / •. . -y! - . . ;■ . 

Reference is made to yot«r. recent conference . concerning 
radio broadcasting of dramatizations or monologues based . >;5^. 
interesting cases furnished by the Federal ‘Bureau of -.Investigationi r^v-^ 

y V ; You. .are hereby granted permission, subject to . 
at any time by the Department, to ;piesent over the radio^ 
dramatized or monologue form, stories based iapon'. ,data.;fi^iShed!;!%: : ^^ 

“by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The plan for! such" ’brpad~'lv£'^%; 
“casts and the completed scripts r of the ‘'df&mti^tions! br^onblbgaes 
are to be read and approved by Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, ; .lit'reCt6r{ of 
'the Federal Bureau of Investigation, prior : ^to- presentation^ 
lair..; - . : It- will be necessary .'that , the • completed! script- id rbe'C'b^ad^^^^^l 
;cast in each case be submitted to ' the Federal 

: ti on for final approval at ; leas t two • weeks; prior . ' t6 ; ; the;. ^cjual-^g^ t <i^f, 1 |^| 
presentation of .each Such. case. . ; v < ; ; - 

- ; It. is my desire that these broadcast '^presentations,! deali^g;^^|^.^;' 

with the activities of the Federal Bureau of ;31)ivestigatiort i^djjp^: 
the Department, - should be., presented -in . a most dignifi^lma^er^^f^^S^! 


Very, truly, yours, :: 





Attorney : Generali . 
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' . Mr . Douglas 

Miss Gandy 

Mr. Tracy 

; Mr. Renneherger 

Mr. Scheidt 

Personnel Files Section 

^ Files Section 

Communications Section ' 

Miss Sheaffer 


See Me . For Appropriate Action 

Send File . Note and Return 



Clyde Tolson , 







' . 






April 30, 1935- 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, • ' ' 7 y r : **'77 y-'l '- '£' ' ’ ? •. " ‘ ; 

The Raleigh Hotel, . - \V ;; : !* , 

Washirigton, D. C. • - . ' /* . V"'"'. 

"Dear- Mr. Cooper: . ■ 

Reference is made to yotir recent: Conference . concerning the 
radio broadcasting of dramatizations: or monologues based upon. 
"interesting cases furnished by the Federal 'Bureau of Investigation. 

You are hereby granted permission;^ ^subject to cancellation ji 
at any time by the ‘Department, to present over the -radio in J f :7 
dramatized or monologue form, stories based upon, data furnished .. 
by the Federal Bureau, of Investigation,; . The plan for. such broad- ; 
feasts , and ' the completed scripts -of the^draniatizations ; or monologues 7 
are to be read and approved by *Mr .. J : Edgar Hoover , Director of J. 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, - prior to presentation on the 
air. ■ It will be necessary that the completed script- to be broad- re- 
cast in each case be submitted to the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion for final approval at least two weeks prior to the actual 
presentation of each such case. ; 

:, r ;5 It Is my desire that these broadcast presentations, dealing 
with the activities of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and of 
the Department, should be presented in a most dignified manner. 


Very truly yours, 





Attorney General , 








if.tA **v. 
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Post Office Bor 4907, 
Jacksonville, Florida 
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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


Mr* J. Edgar- Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

U. S* Department of Justice, 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th. Street, H. 
Y/ashington, D* C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr, Nathan. 

Mr. Tola on > 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Sir. Clegg 

September 16, 193fMr. Coffey 

Sir. Edwards 

Mr. Egan____ 

Mr* Foxworth _ ... 

Mr* Harho 

Mr. Joseph ... 

Mr. Keith 

Mr*. Lester ^ 

Sir. Quinn 

Mr. Scheldt.....' 

Sir. SeMIder.^ .... 

Sir. .Tamm 

Mr. Trapy — '1 

Miss' Gandy., 


n 


By local telephone today Me* Courtna y _ Riley. s ; 

^Cooper, tlie author-, called the Jacksonville ^ffice, afivising 
tEatlie had Just arrived in the city from ^outh. central Florida 
and was en route to Lake Weir, w here Kate /and Frec0Barker were 
killed dur ing an investigation to~appreHend them on January 16, 
1935. 

Me,. Cooper inquired where the bodies of these 
persons were presently located, and whether the photographer who 
took pictures of the house in which they were ki lled was located 
at Leesburg or Ocala, and whether the house in which they resided 
until January 16, 1935, was still being exhibited by Carson 
Bradford, the owner; The requested information was furnished 
Mr. Cooper. 

v I regret that Mr. Cooper was unable to call at 

the office personally. Bad there been another Agent in the head- 
quarters city at the time of the ca ll X would have requested 
Bureau authority for sufficient leave to take Mr » Cooper in my 
personal car to Ocala and. Lake Weir, Florida. 


to this office. 


I am sure you will he interested in his call 


Ter; 


ALL If 
HEREIN 
DATE 


NATION CONTAINED 




.y yours, RECORDED & BU2EXSD 


Special Agent in Change 


SEP 2 5 193 ! 
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FILE 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


GT:BN 


^sfrsntl ^wcmu of ^v&e&iigztwn 

<?&. ^epsxhtvmi of Stasitce * 

ptasfjmgtmt, ^ 3 . <E. 

September 23, 1935. 


'X 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Foi/purposesf of record, there is attached 
hereto a copy of the^Maturday Evening Post of September^ 
14, 1935,. jniich contains - on pages 23 and 50 a story *’ „ 
6nt^lec^fRise and Receive Sentence", consisting of '1 
anmntervlew with theMttorney General by Mr. Courtney “ 
R^evQjooper. v‘\ — 




Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 


fJJL liov {\SSff ® a! 

OK 




' ur / 

^ r 1 3J \S 2 m 


1 W 

1 «/»# „(K 


Lq^x>s~x 


FtOfcRAL Bl.rer*" OF l^W^SrilaAl It-fJ 

, SEP. 88 1935 .a. 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 


My Dear Edgar: 


m \ |MFop^«ATlW^TAlNED 

RiA. 1M «/-> ACCUriFH September 25 

®N 1$ SJ^^SSirtD 




DATE-i 


43 



BY .MM 


Mr, Nathan - 
Mr, Tolson.. 

Mr. Baughman. 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr, Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan... 

Mr. Fo:rworth . , 

Mr, Harbo 

Mr. Joseph 
Mr. Keith...... 


t t i 

The letter from Mexico concerning Mrs. Lqe Mr,Le8ter - 

Mr. Quinn.. 


Scheldt .. 
Schilder . 
Mr. Tamm ... 
Mr. Tracy .... 
3 Miss Gandy.. 


a 




' 

i-' j 

? 

- >v s’* 

<S> % 




— * \ 


Taylorv/lasey is most interesting* It, in fact, explain sP* Schei 

*\ 5 Mr. Schil< 

much of Lee's attitude. 

I am particularly struck by the reference] 
to "two good friends in Leavenworth for dope." I wondelr": 
if it would be possible to learn who these convicts are, 
wte through an investigation at Leavenworth to determine 
whether or not either Mrs. Casey or Casey himself is^c^^y/ 
listed on the records of these men as corresponding (/\xv/ 
friends. ’ 

It is within the realms of possibility that 
either one or both of the Caseys are users af narcotics, 

-and I believe it would be very valuable information 
for the Bureau to possess if such is true. 

Mrs . Casey's maiden name was Jerry^Crof t . Her 


first marriage was to a man named^Drihkwater . Her second 




i 

"V 


/marriage was to a man, named). 



-X^De^Remer . Casey is her 
third husband, receiving, I might say, a very wet deck. 

If it is possible to learn the names of these convicts, 
I am sure that a little interrogation would result in a 
grea t, deal of information valuabl e to / y6u^cgkcerning this 

,M - IJJlX C- &Z 9JT 


pairj._ 


j f - ' ,f ' Of I* VfsriuAl 

uUlM 2 1936 a.m. 

It also 5 is- -po sslb-le Ui'h'altTIHarry 


, RE P9* 

^Sam $z§fr€r 


juIT xed 


give yO'u~'some^nf , oTmartri-o-n-.— 0r— gejt it for you 


lslinger might be able to 


TOLSQK 
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{JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

i EAT:CDW 
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^zhzml ^mmn #£ ^x&z%tx$dimi 

5S- Ji. ^Bepartmeni of ^Justice 
piasljmgfott, |R, GL 
October 3,. 1935. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


r , ‘.| -- J .» 

Mr. Nathan . ~ 

Mr. Yoieon 
Mr. Bcughsntm .... 

Chin? Clerk 

Mr. Cle^gf 

Mr. Coffey — 

Hr. Bdvrardn — . 

Mr. B^an - 

Ir&r. Fc;u’.v6rtk — 
BXr. Hrtoo ......... 

1 Mr. Joseph 

j Mr.. Keith — 

I Mr. tester 

> 

fiit. Quiaii 
Mr. Scbildci* 

■j BIr- Ttnam ... 

Mr. Tr&cy.,.. 

MZos Gaudy. 



Pursuant to your instructions, r telephoned Sp|ei ai:'Ag ent;~ ’ 
in Charge J. E. P. Dunn at the Los Angeles Office and informed him 
that COURTNEY RYLEY$C00PER and his wife are due to arrive in Los 
Angeles on Saturday afternoon at 3:00 o’clock, via the Santa Fe 
"Chief", occupying Drawing Room "B", Car 171. 


I told Mr. Dunn it was your desire that he have a Bureau car 
to meet Mr. Cooper and his wife at the train and take them wherever 
they want to go, and to extend to them what courtesies are possible 
under the circumstaa ces . 


Mr. Dunn assured me this would be taken care of. 

Respectfully, 

E." A.. TAMM.-' 





& 


& 

Jj©HTM 

'4 


£dgar hoover 

DIRECTOR 

BAT: C3OT 



^imun of ^nb&sixgixiimx 

Jbpmfjttetti of Efusiice 
piasljm.gteit, JL C, 

October 4 , 1935* 



iVathan , 

' y ' /. Tots cm 
j Bimghtoan 
Chief Clerk 



S X”*A « 

*/E 




Mr. Cleg# 

^ Mr. Coffey — 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr, Egan..' ,, 

Mr. Foxworth 

Karoo 
Joseph 1 

Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester ... 

Mr. Quinn .r.\ 
air. SchifCer . 


arth 


">b, 

***>h 


.r Mr. Taxiin'. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


s 


i' i: 


. Tracy.... 

Ui Gandy > 



After reviewing the files listed hereinafter, jl made 

their contents available to COURTNEY RYLEY^CQOPER for hi's'infor-’ 
nation in connection wit)i his interest in ’Jinnee s" . 

JACK EJ/KERTZ, et alj 
Theft from Interstate. Shipment, 

Probation Violation. 

Bureau file A5-2744 • 

MORTON P^WOSKOIITZ, et alj 
Theft of government Property. 

Bureau file 52-5792* 

HOMER D BLACKWELDER , with aliases, et alj 
Theft off Government Property. 

Bureau /file 52-5767* 

LOUISJROSEN alias LOUIEiMoSENj . 

Application to Restore qivil Rights. 

Bureau^ fp-le 73-4081. - 

M0RRIS#tAUSCH, with alias, et alj 
Theft from Interstate Shipment, 

Interstate Transportation of Stolen Property. 
Bureau £ile 15-3330. 


' SAMUEEllNEUHOFF, et alj 
NatioMpj Stolen Property Act. 
Bureau file S7-17. 

CHARLE^ HUDSON, with aliasesj 
Theft %om' interstate Shipment,. 



RECORDED 

& 


Bureau |f ile 15-2735 

EDWARDUDOLL, with aliases;' 
NatioxJffL Motor Vehicle Theft 
Bureau file 26-22430. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED' 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ... 
DATE_2feM_,BY 


tL} & & h 


^ederal bureau of investigation 
JB.CIT i§3§ A . M , 


U. S. DEPARTMENT of justice 






fir* 



Memo for the Director 


- 2 - 


AAROI^REENFIELD, et alj 
National Stolen Property Act. 
Bur eau\ file 87-26. 


10/4/35 



E. A. TAMM 


§ 


^uraut of ^afresitgafum 

J&. ^Bepnrinieitf of SJnsttrc 

Los Angeles, California 
October 10, 1935 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, U.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


r 


::;zd 


Mr, Nathan . 

Mr. Toloon., 

Mr. Baughman ...... 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr, Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr, “Egan 

Mr, Foxworth 

Mr, JSarfcj? 

Mr, Joseph — 

| Mr. „ 

| Mr. tester 

i Mr. ^szraa-. 

' Mru Se5iMeg 

j Mr«,Ta:rgs&. — - 

| Mr,. Tracy — ~ 

Misa GandCy^—y 




- r 


Dear Sir : 

I am enclosing herewith a nev/spapei^rticle which 
'.appeared in the O ctober 6, 1935 issue of the^Los Angeles 
Times, entitled^ "Cody Aide Arrives for Film Work". 


Very truly yours , 







A 


***5 



CODY AIDE 
ARRIVES FOR 
FILMWORK 

| Courtney Ryley Cooper in 
Los Angeles to Assist on 
I B uff alo Bill Picture 


} In the vanguard of a world 
(round-up of the cronies and asso- 
ciates of Buffalo Bill Cody, Court- 
ney Ryley^Qooper, author antffor- 
mer presTTgehf of the scout'. and 
Indian fighter, arrived in Los An- 
geles yesterday aboard the Santa 
Fe Chief. 

Cooper returned to Los Angeles 
after ah absence of twelve years? 
his last visit having been made to 
complete the scenario for d film 
called “The Last Frontier,” begun 
{by Thomas H. Ince, and finished 
, by Cecil B. De Mille. He will Work 
jfor De Mille again during his pres- 
Sent sojourn on the script of the' 
forthcoming De Mille picture based 
on the life of Buffalo Bill. 

“The difficulty in writing the ad- 
ventures of Col. Cody,” said Coop- 
er, /“consists in . pruning the vast 
bulk of the material , produced by 
his amazing career on the plains, 
!in the theater, in the legislature 
and at home and abroad” 

Cooper was accompanied on the 
journey .from New York to Los An- 
geles by his wife. 


Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Tolsoxs . , 

Mr. Baugksaoa „ . 
Chief Clerk.,.,, 

Mr. Cleggs. #J 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Edwards , .. w< 
Mr. Egan. 


I Mr* F . 

$ 

$ Mr. Hc-orbo 
Mr. Joseph . * 
* Mr. Feith. 

. Mr. Letter 
Mr. Qulan «... 
Mr. .... 

Mr. Ta rro __ 

Silsi, Gandy.,.. 


i r) l , ^ jj 


i 






POSTAL ■ 
OCT lg K>3S 

W1 79 NL 

BL BEVERLYHILLS CALIF U 
CLYDE TOLSON 


Mr. Baughaum. 

’ Chavt Clerk 

r Mr* Clegg 


Mr- CoCey 

. Mr- E3war4a _ 

Mr- Egmn 

Mr- Fox^rortti ^ 

Me. Hjtxjbo 


; feS&fe-.--, 



ASST DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 

WASHNNDC 

DEAR CLYDE PLEASE RUSH ME AIR MAIL BEVERLYHILLS BEVERLYWILSHIRE HOTEL 

C ° PY STOP THIS FOR FICTIONAL 

PICTURE BACK GROUND WHOLLY AND WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH OTHER 

PLANS DISCUSSED FOR SCAFFA MATERIAL STOP NEED IT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
STOP UNDERSTAND EDGAR IN CHICAGO STOP WHEN YOU TALK TO HIM 
PLEASE EMPHASIZE THAT THERE IS MUCH INTEREST HERE REGARDING , 

MATTERS W.E HAVE DISCUSSED AND THAT A TRIP WEST WOULD BE OF 
GREAT VALUE BEST REGARDS 


SENT 1W 


V/ \ ■ 

ALL INFORMATION CO 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
p&T F ’Sjedfff 


COURTNEY RYLER CODPER. 

a 

RECORDER, 
& $ 
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Mr, Nathan 
Mr. T^ls^u ,/ 


iZT. 


Mr. Baughman 


Chief Clerk , 

Mr, Clegg , 

Mr. Coffey ...» 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr, Egan...... 

Mr, Foxworth 

Mr. liar bo 

Mr. Joseph 

Mr. Keith 

Mr. tester 

Mr, Quinn 

Mr, Schiider -~ 

I 

j Mr. Tavcax 

S Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 



m i f* 
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: Al L INFORMATION COW 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIH 


mlit IjiUs, Qltdtftmtta 


DATE_i|M[ii-^B Y ijm mm ? 

Dear Clyde: When 1 wrote to Edgar the other day 

^ 1 had every intention of telling him (and 1 
wanted him to pass it on to you too) that the 


FBI men out here have done everything that you 


„ asked them to do perfectly. 

Vj^Mr . Dunn met us on arrival and </ man by the name 

' ^ V 

of Myers on— Murryy Myers on 1 believe his full 
^ name is. They dr&ve us out here tho f Ryley^s 


agents as well as the Studio had made arrange- 
Xo 


ments to transport us if we wanted to follow 


K hei 


their tentative plans, 


* • 


1 -yfl *. 


0 on Sunday, a week ago to-day Mr. White called 
for us and took us over ^o Holiy~wood to get 


a car at a Rent Car agency and to do a few other 
errands. x hey were very ha|pful, your men here. 


and we do appreciate it a lot. 


The Cecil de MillepCRC production is getting 


much favorable publicity out here and 1 am sure 


4 


« t ■ 

Cody will be the real hero he should be after 
this picture is made. De Mille of course will 
make a magnified! ent film and we are in hopes 
Gary Cooper will play the Buffalo Bill part. 

1 hope you children are keeping interested in 
Christian Science — It has so much to give you 
because you have so much to give to it. At 


church this morning 1 saw the finSest class of 
men and women 1 have seen anywhere — -ever . 

These California days are most enjoyable but the! 


nights are very cold — If you do come out be 


sure to bring more than just a light weight j 
coat. Of course you may not have been cold thatJ 

. . „ . i 

night at the fights in Washington — If you werenvj 
1 need not tell you about heavy -clothing ~f or 

you could stand the Arctic at Christmas! ! 

J 

Our best to you both and thanks for having so 



J 
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OFFICES OF 

VERNE PORTER' 

INCORPORATED 
ON THE SECOND FLOOR 
OF THE HOTEL ALGONQUIN 
NEW YORK 

October 16, 1935. 



Bear Clyde Sols on: 


Ihe'ffiaramount people, in New York, keep after me to 
know something as to the exact date Mr. Hoover will 
be in Los Angeles. Ihey are, evi dent ly , planning a 
large luncheon or dinner. 

By ley Cooper has undoubtedly been in touch with you 
about this from the Coast. 

I am, however, eager to keep the new York office 
posted. 

I had a long letter from Byley yesterday* He is very 
happy at the paramount studio o She only flaw is that 

he says he is getting his story done too quickly* 


Yours, 


j Mr. Nathan 


2 Mr. T41soa. w -j!™- 

P>Ir. Baughman 


Chief Clerk 


Mr. Clegg 

i 

Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Edwards 

j 

Mi*. Egan 

i 

Mr. Foxworth . . 


Mr. Harho 

t 

t 

Mr. Joseph 


Mr. Keith 

...... ! 

Mr. Lector, 

1 

( 

Mr. Quinn 

✓ 

Mr. SchUder .... 


Mr. Tamm 


Air. Tracy 


MUa dandy 



• : ji 


^ nj 




'/H A i 

Clyde lolson, %jr 
Assistant Director, 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C* 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
. HEREIN 18 UvCLftSSiFIED 
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FuDlRAL BBREA 1 * OF If-iVES riUAFlOM 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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TELEPHONE : MURRAY HILL 2'7373 


Los Angeles ^aminer 
October 13, 1935 
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^ho; unwittingly^ parted v .the^ 

/ cycle,'; ^PeopIe haveiVt tired of 
^ reading r gootl detectlve stories; 
or exciting mystery ^ thrillers, i 
Holly wood hasn't scratched the 
i Surface' ofpdssibilities , of 'G- 
‘ ( man^stori§sy^ ; V^ ; W;. /c "■ ; V { ^: 1 
• Courtney? ^Riley^y C ( *cj op er/; 
^doesn't ^take credit for having^ 
V js£afted the :, greatest 1 vogue’ . in, ' 
i t faotion pictures, ;.;^ was/Ahqw- 
tveyery a series of ^articles, By,; him f ? 
K lit a‘ ? national- * weekly Which; 1 
i>fihst -.glorified; the f-!depai^^en^ 
: of>y justice and. , itsA method ^/ ’? 
'whach-;; first ^ made^Holl ywoo&ft 
' ' ? ' conscious, £S ? ;VV;^ 

y ;y^I^ justjhad something ^ ? 

f* chest and spilied it,^?is ^the wayr 
f lie'^exp^ 
to? irfeSjC^ 
r^CoL^Biiidod^ 

[ • f6i\iy^rsyamved:in;-Hollyw 


|yto i make- with ^ary ; Copper. < ^ 

i ; y9^*^irst/W 

Woots of Cr ime ,^ v 
W^ h ji -EdgarHo oye*$f he ; ex^ 
panded.at my^prompti ngClt; deA 
thatldooper,' lias ’ 

' ov' , Un'tnciV« XlA’rttfQl*^ 


M 


s cc. 


t ^the ^Department -of JJus'^ 

■ ^ gejf iriy estig afe * st df i 


f bn-^ yj 

|;s& r f sunding^ ' suspects? -'and;; j 
pother * scientific* -angles y were;; y 
^eciired ;from ;the V- D^epart^ * , * 
VMehtAanflV scenarists ^ were, 




"Justice^head:)!: 



worried.:- 'Then, he was rather-^ 



i.. Mill *it* v 

- V .1 r -1 LA'’ 


Mr. Nathsm.,.. | 

Mr. ToJeon | 

Mr. Baughman | 

Chief Ci^rk ~ | 

I Mr. -- | 

| Mr. OoStey « . - | 
1 Mr. Edwards - ; 

yir. E^ajs. . . 

M r. ojrw orth , . 

Mr. Sl&rho'.. ... 

| Mv. J«5^'f-,pb ...... 

| Mr. tv* *t'i 

Jr. | j* .iter 

Mr. Quoia, -- 
Mr. Sciuhlfiir 
Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Mi/itf Gamiy 
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Office of Director 

DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

November 8 , 1935 * 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


KRM:CJ 


* * c 

y&uxtm of <3fofbsit gnium 

|eL J§. Jtajntcintetti nf ^fusitcc 
pSLisIjmgimt, <8* 




November 13, 1935. • 

arf 


Time - 10:30 A. 
(11/12/35) 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM. 


M. 


RE: MR'S. WILLIAM D 
JR. 


.^WHITMORE, 


t* 


Mr, Nathan 

JV 5 jr. 'Toloon.^r. 

Mr. Baughman — . 

Chief Cleric 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan... 

Mr. Eorworth 

Mr. Harbo 

I Mr- Jdseph 

Mr* Ktilill ...... .y 

Mr. Lester.. _y 
Air. Quimi- 
r Mr. Bchilder . 

| Mr. Tamm — 

Mr. Tracy — 

Mis 3 Candy.. 


Mrs. William D. Whitmore, Jr., Post Office Box 1516, Wash- 
ington, D. C., appeared in my office and advised that she is a free- 
lance writerj that she formerly wrote articles for the Morning 
Press of Santa Barbara, California and many other newspapers ini 
California. 

_ she was eager to learn the present location of Courtney 
Riley^Cooper. I courteously advised her that I did not know ^ the 
location of Mr. Cooper but suggested that she might secure his ad- 
dress through the Saturday Evening Post for which magazine he is a ' 
rather current contributor. 



She advised that she had ascertained he has permanent 
headquarters in New York. I told her that if she were going to 
New York she might then personally make inquiries at his address 
concerning his present location. 
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DEC 2 1935 

c-o-p-y 


Mr. Nathan 

Mr. To! son 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg— **.—.* 

Mr. Cofiey 

Mr. Edwards ........ 

I^Mr. Egon *..**. 

Mr. Faxworth ****... 

' l&vH&rbo 
Mr.. Joseph. 

Sir. Keith-* 

\: Mr. Lester •»*•***»««<•* 
Mr/^uinh. :.***j** t *c *• 

( Mr; 5 ^chH 

4 SGCSSGi:*'** 

lillV aescfeci,**** 

'sms*; 

ISHKCcceccffcctfc 


sassBi 



WM2 95 NL 

CHICAGO ILL 1 
J EDGAR HOOVER 


ML INFORMATION CWUW® 


date 

DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION US 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WASH DC 

DEAR EDGAR AH SPEAKING BEFORE QUITE LARGE AUDIENCE KANSAS CITY TUESDAY 
NIGH 1 1 ARRIVING THERE FROM OMAHA ON BURLINGTON ZEPHYR ONE, OCLOCK TOESDAY 
AFTERNOON STOP WOULD LIKE TO DEVOTE MUCH TIME TO JIMMy¥lACAPRA BUT AM 
DOUBTFUL ABOUT HOW FAR I SHOULD GO STOP WILL YOU PLEASE INSTRUCT ME VIA 
SAC KANSAS CITY WHETHER TO USE SOFT OR LOUD PEDAL STOP WOULD LIKE TO TELL 
THOSE MUGS THEY CANNOT KILL A FEDERAL INFORMER AND GET AWAY WITH IT BUT 
OF COURSE DO NOT KNOW IF THIS AGREES WITH YOUR POLICY STOP ANY SUGGESTIONS 

recorded 

WILL BE APPRECIATED BEST REGARDS * 


11^ 


V ft 



COURTNEY HYLSY COOPER 




\ 2* — / S' A Ijo 

j FLDthiA CL'J ,<» 

1217AM 

- 

M> OF S 'VlSTIGAi ION t 
3 s.m. 

UalNT OF JUSTICE 


\ file 


£C, 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 


EAT: TAM 
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^umro of ^xtftz&ftgxtwn 

P- <^. department of Sfostice 
piasfjmgtott, d- 01. 

December 2, 1935 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


oHs* 




Mr. Nathan. — . 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Baughman _ 

^Chisf Clerk 

Mr. Clegg— 

Mr. Coftey . 

Mr. Edwards ... 

Mr. Egan . 

Mr. Foxwortk.. 

Mr. Harbo 

Sir. JG3epk>..— 

I Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn. . 

Sir. SchHder J 

am m ........ 


With reference to the request of Courtney Ryley Cooped 


\ Mr. 'J'racy.. — 

Mis3 Gandy 


or permission to refer to Bureau’s intention of vigorously inve|ti-_ 
;ating and prosecuting the perpetrators of the murder of Jimmy 


^ -LaCapra . I do not believe it would be desirable to refer to this 
matter in any public address at this time, primarily because the 
case is still the subject of an active investigation and publicity 
concerning the Bureau’s intent to leave no stone unturned in 
solving this case might result in a destruction of any evidence or 
investigative leads which are still in existence. I believe that 
the time to talk about a case of this kind is after the identity of 
the subjects has been ascertained. I might point out further that 
the Bureau had no interest in LaCapra at the time of his murder, and 
in fact we had discontinued all of our relations with him some time 
prior to the murder. I believe that any kind of publicity at any 
time concerning the identity of informers is undesirable, and con- 
sequently, believe that the less said about LaCapra as an informer 
the better. A suggested response to Mr. Cooper’s inquiry addressed 
to the Agent in Charge at Kansas City is attached hereto. 


/< 


Respectfully , 

% 

L. A. Tamm 
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P- ^Epnrhnctti of Ifusitcc 
1616 FEDERAL RESERVE BANK BUI ID BIG' 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 
DECEMBER 4, 1935* 



f. Nathan - 
VSr.^Tolson.. 
Mr. Baughman 
Chief Clerkt... 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 2-. 

Mr. Foxworth . 


| Mr. Harbo 
; Mr. Joseph 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W* 
Washington, D.C* 

Dear Sir: 


! Mr. Eelth. ... 
1 Mr. Lester ... 
| Mr. Quinn... 
! Mr. SoLilder 
I Mr. Term ... 
i IV. Tracy..., 
I.Iij3 Gendy., 


11/ v 

Courtney Ryley Cooper telephoned me on the afternoon 
of December 3> 1935 » after he had arrived in Kansas Gaty inquir- 
ing as to whether any message had "been received front the Director 
relative to his mentioning the shooting of J imirn^jimCapra in 
his speech to be given at Kansas City on the nighfl of December 

3* 1935. 


I advised Mr. Cooper, as instructed in Bureau teletype 
dated December 3 1 1935 » that the Director did not believe it 
desirable at this time to refer to the LaCapra case since the 
matter was still under active investigation. Mr. Cooper stated 
that he thought that that would be the attitude of the Director 
and that is the reason he requested advice from the Director 
before mentioning this subject. He stated he, accordingly, would 
not mention this particular case during his speech. 

I advised Mr. Cooper ’that in the event there was any 
way in which this office could be of any assistance to him while 
he was in Kansas City not to hesitate to call upon us, and he 
stated that he knew of no other matter in which the office 
could assist him, but in the event he needed any assistance 
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Jjlefceral of 

*-.' !P- ^ejraxhttetti of justice 




629 Eirst National Bank Building, 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

December 4,1935. 
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tlx* <Mce a*/^wv* 
Mr Sai^lanaa 16M88 

CMsJC2c?k„ 4*BCOSS3* 
Riff, <G2cag aianSSU OfSHetffS 
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I'J.-.-t’of&.sr 






KSr S 3u^rar&j •aa^ostssw 
Mr 3Saco.--.si.*. '"arvoa 


Jfr jrA Sfe* 3?OSK7Si^ «or-»wan 

/n r*. fqsSso'6/ 




/ ■ * '*& l *»»<.<> *vrwi-cjn* <*zs/i» art*:*** 

/j i jp'&lff, C^CCSpti* s^yrr^eiPSE* 

^ rf| r,fe ’ £< lt5s J 


PERSONAL 


J to. XiCXv? , ott-'S §\X*3 
), ’’ -fo'< Q,ui.ii^ 3 .aanU^i^SS^ 
?f'?» EGll^^Oj^ijJlfacOirCl'iJ 
i *''2®i taams «re»#LMW 

| £j>, -Ve&q? 0 ttmcao P^\ wi* 

I »Soo Gaatiy,..,^-' - 


v Director, 

• Eederal Bureau of Investigation, 

U. S. Department of Justice,* 
Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N.W. , 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 


Adverting further tp my letter to you of 
December 3rd, <^9fe5, concerning atf/Address made by Mr. 

Oourtnof Byley . Cooper before tha Md-Sell Leag ue at Omaha,, 

_Nebra^ar^n theni^t of December 2nd, 1935, permit me 
T^at/fach , hereto, for your information, an item taken from 
theftjwnaha, Nebraska,. Bee-News, issue of December 3rd, 1935. 


Very truly yours , 


JAD/REM 
Enc. 
80-1 


\ JOHN A. DOWD, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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Omaha, Nebraska, Bee-News; 12- 5-55 
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UuristsK * C ha r g e Cooper’s 
Accusation / Not Justified/ 
O m a.H. a “Courts Defended 


Critical remarks by ‘Courtney 
Ryley Cooper, -author and lecturer, 
before the Ad-SelL league Monday 
night regarding Omaha ju Iges 
drew ; sharp 4 retorts *from ittie 
judges* themselves "Monday. | 

; Cooper was described by it he 
judges variously' asVa/, “half-baked 
publicist,” arid as* a 1 “man w hb. 
doesn't^know* wbat he * is 1 talking 
‘about.* 1 1 * * ’M iv z ; ; 


PRAISED POLICE \ * *; ^ 
- The disputed remarks/ by^ Coopr 
er follow: ’ ‘ *.\ * . / > " * ’ 

• -“Omaha's p'olice t department is 
a very ; fine one/ and ,L have iways 
and* irieans^of knbwlrig. X'm sorry 
cannot say/ as Jnuch of :itS' ju^ 

’iciarK”,r t / , > 'J* 

l Cooper refused* to ^amplify .this 
jtatement, : beyond adding: - “The 
fudges and the people know which 
ones? I mean/* *..** - - * .*} 


ones 

YEAGER ASSAltS.COdPER I 
• Said ‘juige-.Joiin W.'/YeagerJ 
1 presiding, judge ’ of the, district | 
court ^ v’ <* v ’ l ' 

“Hefds /just; another "half-bjftked 
rpublicirit^ trilStag* iatf hut* something 
he » kriowsmotbing "about. ' The>fe iri 
•np^doubtjhuly that "there is sljme-, 

2(^rrt jfo^^ge^ ^2 f !C^Ianin 1) \ 


^1-femTriimed Prom 
thing to what he said.. However, 
the riame thing can be said of any 
city in the United Statris of any 
size; He mightbave "said that po-, 
litical corruption^ exists ip Oma- 
ha and let it go at, .that.” v 
District Judge" Charles Leslie: 
•‘I thlfilc Mr. 06oper should have 
specified which riieiribers of {he 
judiciary he hiriaflt.’* 


HASTINGS DEFENDS COURTS 
' Distrifet judge W. G. Hastings: 
**lt\ doesn't? matter whether h< 


sS 4*^4/ 


V * 


* I 1 

* 

' S'' 


aoesnir mauci 

spoke of the municipal or* district 
, court; He doesn't know/ what he 


talking about. * , 

/ District Judge James . Fitz- 
gerald:. “He must have been; wised 
up ^by someone locally. \ I debt 
think It is g6od citizenship* how- 
ever^ fori a man who doesn't kno^y 
all the facts to criticize the courts.- 
In the very nature of things, Mr. 
Cooper couldn’t knoyr that.'' 

CHmF IS SILENT ‘ ^ 

qaief of Police Robert Samar-, 
dick? who: was given , a clean, bill ; ■ 

of health by the speakCr, declined, : 
comment. “ 4 : ' .V, / ; 4 * : . ' ' , 

«* — * - 'Municipal Judge Lester palmer, * ~ 

who is. presiding , over police court 
• this month, said* he ^considerefe 
that Cooper was coirimenting oirr 
general crime conditions rind cburu; 
haridlirig of felony cases, ovel|. 
which '/municipal courts have \ . 
jurisdiction. > . L * : \ : 

‘(From that viewpoint J do not- 
“believe riiuriidij^dl judges ,are in- ' 
yolyed in His remarks,” he .said. ; 


* T V QUy; Vrosecritor/ Robert" Smithy 
i said he concurred/ in the 


comment- 


o£ Judge, .Palmer. . , ^ 

aid . Municipal. Judge ; George-, 

f*' i , ' ' ", i i . 

Ns? / . ^ 




Hollries? / . > ' . / •* ;v*..v 

criticism ,of the courts too** 
oftaa is based on lack of kriowl- ? 
edglf of the . difficulties faced/ by^. 
Judges, iV attempting; to mete ouU 
I justice . ' persons -unfamiliar w’itm! 

1 all of the details of a case .cannot^ 
know "the circumstanced .which/' 
may have resulted in judicial 
i leniency. , ^ \ .i 

/‘CRiTidis^f t 66 br b&b 4 t;i t 

“ForVinsfririce, I believe that as c 
a general ru^a^person^on^ 
of drunken ‘driving ^ should b e.| 

' compelled- to ? serve at ue5SnThe| 
xulnfmuiri' jail sentence * of f ive | 


[ ’V'Xv v : ; * ‘ •-* * - 

; ; ; C; '\ r %‘c y j '■/*'- « v “* . 

[5 ~ r/j i jt '.v/a tvL ^ ^ , 





* 


ff 




* *?.% • ^ * 


daysr,bul~m specific prises there 
might he circumstances . under 
which a judge would feel hf was 
hot performing his duty to society 
if he did not suspend sentence.” 

“Mr. Cooper's criticism of the 
‘courts' was far too broad and iri- 
f elusive,” said Municipal Judge 
John Battin. “There are isolated 
! instances of judicial errors,, hut 
as a whole the courts are perform- 
ing efficiently to uphold the laws. 

I agree with Mr. Gooper that we 
have an excellent police depart- 
ment in Omaha;” ^ ‘ 

:>EBLB COSllVfENTS 

Municipal Jridge Soi>hus Neble: 
/Mr. .Cooper did not* refer to the 
municipal court. . The matters hd 
discusseddo not come: unde'r the; 
municipal court jurisdiction.” 

Crackling in phrases,- Cooper 
attacked police departments of 
some American cities? but said of 
the local force: ' 

“Omaha’s police department is 
excepted. It is a very fine one 
, arid'* I have ways, and means .of 
* knowing.”. He added: ‘Tm sorry 
I cannot say, as much of its ju-, 
"(Jiciary.” V . * / ‘ A v r, j r / / ' \ * V/; -i 
« Asked later to amplify his.sfate/ 
|&ients, Cooper refused, then sriidt 
I “The judges * and the people 
AhoW which ones I'm Pan.” " * 

thASks sMakbK " ‘ 

Mayor Roy N. Tdwl was .intro- 
duced to Choper? ‘ 

Said he: “1 ivant to. thank you 
for what you said about oimpdlice 
department. You know I used* to 
be a policeman.*” v i,/,/ . * } 

° “Well, you have a- ve'ry . fine 
force;” replied Gooper? *“Arid\ I 
kiiow your chiefs. He is splendid;” 

, t Iri his speech, Goopdr proceeded 
| o ; sack* verbally the forces' -that 
* 'rPrnote crime as a hug£ business:- 
Hie- spirit ; of larceny .in ail of 
us ; ”/ Sbb-sister judges ? ' shyster 
lawyers ; v outmoded police raPth-, 
ods; crooked political machine^; 

£ American disrespect- for 4 a w, and 
i the abuses; of the parole sysfeehi? 
i' He; said Ai^efi 6 ans , afp £t>o 
maudlin : —“They;* dramatize the 
> 4 criminal’s’ situation, and .forget 
i ap 6 iit‘ the J> 6 or , giiy whosd hPad 
I was bashed in , ; wK 6 N se iung^iveie 
\ kicked, duf, aridiritb whhsP ChPst 

j If mm§ wPfP Mr&ved 
: u 6 o r ^aanJh oy jfrhff nf the defense 


attorney tells us we should Send 
home to his.mdther C^bd doesn't ? 
exist) by CliristmaPi ” , /. : 

Criminals bargain { 

“ Copper’s / rittrick on ''copping ; 
pi easy ' of “dickering with judges’ 
and prosecuting * attorneys” X was 
particularly fierce. , t ^ 

“Seventy per cent of allt.mjr- 
sons , are there for lesser. chaTifes, 
than the crimes they committed fe / 
because they; bargained /' he sd fd/ 
.He cited tlie case of* the criminal 
who commits murder,/ vBdfgaihP, 
“Pops, a plea- of manslaughter 
an d is -'sent up”' for, six years? ; . ; 
/ /*'Ah,” he * quoted ) the; gullible 
public as say in g, ' “ th ere’s • some , 
justice— that man will, have : to < 
serve d six-year term I ” / /„ ; 

*«• * “Blit he won’t 1 V asserted Coopf, 
er. ^ “l/nder , our ; parole ; system? 
He’ll Be ip ut/ in two * ” ; ? v~ : Jfjf*'; ' . , 

gkEtffs y 

'/Crime, / hd '/saidy^is/ cheating l 
every ./American/ who ;! can pay/ , 
dut o f at 'least $12" 6 a/yddf./yx ,J> 

traced.., methods of the }/- 
men” in/ tracking down cfimiiialPJI 
-and -paid /high ‘ tribute/ to-J r-Ed-jj -• 
grir Hpov er, their chief. / // : If ; 

Gooper suggested a feyisiori iijjj 
penitentiary systdms^tq/ separate 
the hardened criiuinai < fr om the 
casrial crimi pal c ; arid thus check ; 
the dxpan sion of schopls of crime/ >; 

! He declared police. /departments 
are “iOO*ypars behind timed/’ arid / 
predicted that, futiire pdlice/ sys-: 
terns would he . patterned 'after /; 
the department.of jristied bufeau. 
of ^investigation. •* /'"/ :: /-//^ > 
’ v Ford Bates was chairman of 11x4 


■ r : ‘ -*■ ; 1 M 6 b 

dold Pilled * ■*, : : J A ’j&m ' p- 
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P~ j§. ^mj^huerti uf ^Jusitcc 
629 First National Bank. Building,. 
Omaha, Nebraska. 

December 3, 1955. 


oAJ 


h( 


EERS QNAL 


I Mi?. 

I Mr. ^Tolsois.|..»«.V^n»M 

Mr, Bs^c^toSQ 

CMof CIe^. IMaMr , v 

t Mr. 

Mr. Coffey „..„ aBBa , 3 
Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan... 

jj Mr, Foreword ....... 

Ms?. Harb© 

Mr* ^esopb . JdC**.. 
Mr. Keftk <?««•{* VM9ft» 
Mr. tester — 

| Mr. Qatea..-„ w ««,Mrt.- 
| Mr. EobGdor „••«••••„ ' 

jj ^2ro Tamm ........... 

i Mr. Traoy ... 

| Mias Gandy.......... 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

U» S. Department of Justice* 

Pennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N*W* , 
Washington, D. 0. 


Dear Sir: 


^ I have to inform you that Mr. Courtney Byley 

'-'Cooper called upon me at this office yesterday, and paid: 


his respects. 


Mr. CQpper addressed thei&d-Sell League, Omaha, 
is nisht of December 2nd.J1955. and attached. 


Nebraska, on the night of December 2nd ^*1955, and attached, 
Ifebeto, you will find newspaper clipping, taken from the 


>mah a ^Nebraska, World Herald., issue of December 3rd, 1935, 


‘wht^E* relates to his address. 


Very truly yours, 


TfflW A 


^ JOHN A, POWD, 

Special Agent in Charge. 


JAD/EMW 
Enc. l/* 
80-1 ^ 
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FEDERAL BURFAU OF JNYf STIGATION 


DEC 
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r 


( 




Jry*' y* 4 ?*-* *,< * : *$, 

Kapajudges 


M 'Vt*'-; .J* - 


..j* ' *’V *f t ;' f^'fV 


i • *•.- y— ja*x -*• \_/ ,v,V 

?:|Whibh’J^S;^igiS 

f / ~ * 1 ' ' * ’ *> V 



<;v Commenting^ on the f “inef f iciency^ 
ofr^merican police ' departments^ in 
general,!^ <■ Cooper, v said : ; ; r-\ *« CM) C 
:\ #The 4 Omaha:;‘police; departnumt,' 
-I jmi- proud, tbjsay, (> has an,* ex4ei- 
Ibnx standing.”, C;* / . V‘ <T 

* vf^eni , ^aciJicanyV^in Vthe ;'s4me 
breath,; he; a dded: 




pcamiot say as .muclCfo; 

I judi|iary£; \^' 0 ) v.,y- 

/ tCfloper, < famous, / 's hp^r't^^^p^ 

I .writer’ whose;>v recent particles ;;pii 
crim^.\arid^the/ : critnih^l^ay a^atf 
tracted ^wide '/attention, : amplified 

T,i« i V(Lt- 2.V 


x > t ) , , < ; v* ; > rT %? V 

; v /|The> p eppl^^her e‘ ^;knoyr/ ^hicli; 

indp'^s t a’ffi .vripditA ;a.n n^.Wro 


k /He * made/at* plain ‘d however,^ that 
mev-was: referring Ito^oniy^some/fof 
J&e^jud£e§’^ 

jline v between'jmunicipai and - disMdt 
hour t* judges;' ^when^press^'ohvt iat’ 
'^Qint, paying /that/4e/ referred ltd 

P.rtfl m n^J ",+Vva' N*Y»arilj* ' ov*^.'K’pl 



. sbeakers^ fable 'at', conclusion of /the 
.program < thank' • Cooper u for^the 








the.-personnel <aild ; methods /of j the) 
department * ;ojt; ^‘iistice^^'smd^^r^ 
die t ed/that .eventually ^ > 


. /? Flays, Archaic, Methods.Cm 
, He >flayed^archaic. ; police *” methk 
ods,\ sentimentalists; and /“sob -sis-" 
eters/;</\veak %hd/c6rrupt /prbsecu-' 
ftors ;;and judtes’;.s]fiyster^la^OTs; 
,and^ other- agencies -whicfrCnable* 
{Criminals *to^h^ve:CC^ * 
',^¥/Qbe;;Xbht ; /'of^eyery^* 

* makes business £ of *v'nr i hi 








Ct w ays, yWl tn'Cl c.y ' . ' 

,01 US. .PrAU1 H b d ro -KJi t ik *1-2.’ ; 
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Omaiia, Nebraska, 

World Herald; 12-3-35. 
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$H>. ^eporbn&d vt Slushes 
Post Office Box 812 
Chicago , Illinois 



December 7th, 1955 


Mr- Nathim...~^K** 
Mr- Tolson.^uX . 
Mr- Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr- CleffgT 

Mr, Coffey 

Mr- Edwards ... 

Mr- Egan. 

Mr- Eoxworth 

Mr- Iferho 

M*v Joseph 
Mr. Keith 

Mr- Lester 

Mrv Quinn 

Mr- Schilder — 
l Air- Tftnma. — 

Mr. Tracy 

Misa Gandy — 



Personal and 
Confi denti al 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice QjViW 
Pennsylvania A ve. at 9th St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


ML INFORMATION CONTAIN© 


Dear Sir: 

Please be advised that on December 6th, 1955, Mr. Courtney 
Riley^Cooper called at the. Chicago Bureau’ Office for the 
purpose of paying a visit. Mr. Cooper was enroute to Hew 
York from Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he had been on a 
speaking torn?. 

The writer had lunch with Mr. Cooper and at that time advised 
him of Mr. C. A. Tolson’s present illness and he indicated 
that he would drop a line to Mr. Tolson immediately. 

I desired to advise you. of the visit of Mr. Cooper to- the 
Chicago Bureau Office. 


Yery truly yours, 












' / f. 


■. K/. .VojBjy EDGAR TIOOVER ‘ ; ’ 


‘DIRECTOR 
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# 
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE-NEW YORK NEWS SYNDICATE 


NDIC 


INC 


NEWS BUILDING 
220 EAST FORTY-SECOND STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Deo. 31, 1935* 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
Raleigh. Hotel, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ryleys 


A letter from the Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation about ’’Special Squad” would 
be exceedingly valuable promotion material for the 
serial. 


A few lines saying that you have been 
closely connected with the Bureau, that you are 
eminently qualified to be its historian beoause you 
know its methods, achievements and ideals and that 
you have written hundreds of thousands of words 
about it, would be greatly appreciated. 


I am delighted with the' story which we 
hope to start on February 24th, to run eight weeks 
in the daily papers. I am sure it will be a great 
success with us and as a book. 




IffX -2-/ $X 6> 


TO 

FROM 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA l-PMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



: Mr. 
, W. 


McDermot 



L. Bailey 



date: 




SUBJECT 


d 


COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
(BUFILE 94-3-4-20) 



During a survey conducted of all file material in 
the Filing Unit to establish a data base for the proposed File 
Automated Control System (FACS), an extensive number of enclosures 
behind file which bore no serial number were detected. Most of 
this material is very old and some may possibly be destroyed t 
when time permits a review of these enclosures by the appropriate 
substantive desk supervisors. However, the immediate objective 
is to record this material in the da'ta base now being prepared. 

A serial number is necessary to provide a means of entry and 
recall of such enclosures in the proposed automated file request 
system. Attached is one of these enclosure behind file envelopes 
which should be assigned the same serial number that is given to 
this cover memorandum to be placed on record in above- captioned 
case. It is to be noted this form is for internal use only within 
the Records Section and is to be filed without further routing 
after being placed on record and the enclosure detached. When 
the enclosure is detached for appropriate filing, this action 
should be clearly noted under the word "Enclosure." 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That this cover memorandum be placed on record as a 
not recorded "green" serial in above-captioned case in order to 
assign a serial number to the attached enclosure as indicated 
above . 


.closure 


/-ENC. BEHIND RLE 


$4-3-4-20- 24&XI 



N °T RECORDED 
2S JUL 241975 






20 JUL 2 $$78 -S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Flan 


5010-108 



Mr. Nathan ( ) 

i'Mr. Tolson . ( ) 

Mr. Clegg ( ) 

Mr. Appel ( ) 

Mr. Baughman ■_ ( ) 

Mr. Coffey ( ) 

Mr. Edwards ' '( ) 

Mr. Egan : ( ) 

Mr. Foxworth ^ ( ) 

Mr. Glavin . ^ ^ 

Mr. Harho ( ) 

Mr. Joseph 

Mr. Keith ~ ( ) V V 

Mr. Lester ( ) 

Mr. Quinn (. ) 

Mr. Schilder ( ) 

Mr. Tamm ( ) 

Mr. Tracy ( ) 

Secretary ( ) 


See Me * . 

- ( 

) 

Prepare Reply 


) 

For Your Information 

( 

) 

Note and Return __ 

( 

) 

File 


) 


Re: Sumner Blossom 


Very cordial reply. It was a pleasure to 


Remarks : 





/'“'N 







This is just a note to tell you how much I 
enjoyed your hospitality in Washington the other day and 
how much impressed X was with the developments in the 
Bureau and the scope of its work* I am more than ever 
convinced that the solution of much of the crime problem 
in America lies in the establishment of a Federal police 
force based on your Division* 

I /Carefully refrained from explaining to my 
young son that the target which I brought home was struck 
with machine gun bullets* He assumed that X did it with 
a rifle or revolver and, wishing to keep his good esteem, 

I haven’t told him otherwise. The pictures which you 
sent me further serve to build, me up„ in his opinion* 

You see my sedentary habits do not do very much to interest 
an active young man of fourteen* I am most grateful to 
you for the photographs. 

I hope to see you the next time you come to 








John: 


Mr. Seyfarth said 
this would have to be 
recorded and put in 
Courtney Riley iCooper’s 
file. 0 


RECEIPT FOR GOVERNMENT PROPERTY 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




I certify that I have received the- following 
Government Property for my official vise: 

1936 Building Pass # b ^ 


Returning 1935 Building Pass #. 



records® 


JAN 8 - I 93 g 


Fchi-RA BlT.'l/' , OF lU'teuJWON 

tJAfti <3 IbouA.M. 

U. S. D£Pftirii..wNi OF JUSTICE 



" 80 * 


< - 0 * 


& 


FILE 


Very truly yours, 





y v ;* 


* - • y'f ** *» . '»'*• 

J y . **(■.#** „ 
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I01NSA3 GITT TIMES DECEMBER 4, 1935 




[§P 9 1 itiqai^ i h es i x A pc f.; A ss ti i Ic dj 

** • r'amd^ Massa/-‘ ,v ' 


Lj'ec^^cri3^fe^i^j5^ii<a^^cr-fxxxe\\ /a\ .great* 
H|bany v year^ 

Ker-§pehi§i^a^6]iQeT Reporter. 1 , Since 
rhat/time/^ 

and^alV'Qt tHe; I 




if* \“*WlTy \ ^ 
,man^ ::guil$^^ 

lawyer ; ; /you > can 'go' back ovebiteyery 
bib : of/ the,, brim e;< -step by>/stept''Y^o^| 
‘know /exactly; what; /the/jpr^ 

5 Will ' nffpiv vm^rlo ^vorVo-i.a^!. » i+.T-i^Vr Ai ir . ? 


' ' ' 


^kk r- 


“ ’ ■ ‘ ^ ft-S £ ' ■•'■ ***<■** v < k . ’ ■ - 




-x : As' a^lecturer^^ /Co^p* 

' er ^ ^ppssessea^’ one/, diverting', /aripnlaly.: 




;smile/as^pld . sttif £* jn^;g£ tough, .world 
^he^fijo^ h % vwap‘ts v 

■crk'mo'M'virir/w/l/'m a' n Vi/viift l ' v, ' , *’«. / ’* ; 



[^yitn’esses --you t .might* attempt: -toSbuyi 
fof fv other 7 ; wbr dsi; y on * are^'sp^ v ^v^ 

V/*"No l t tf arid- the^judi^ 
clean? ;^I\gxaM,the %reafc* ma jority|?o^ 
' our ' judges ''are; ’ ' ! Bu(K ,whenk^ iudlge| 
must ' ‘kow-tow *to \ political: macbirie. 
-every few tyears. for re-electionkwhen' 
e; must: ; kiss * h abi es',; ask tover^ 
g^knows' -to' vote’ for- .'him-, /then: there- 



-/‘Tiiev ,' 'political' ' machine - . 'systerir 
itself' ;is v a great ./-contributing: /f acfhr i 
ItVlevies tribute Unfits employees:/ >it 
cuts v their,, salariesi/lmakes^ 
sometimes starving^mbn, ^willing \tofdh 6 
things . ;they or dinarily would not^db/ 
“Here in-* Kansas 'Cityf/only Iwo/dr 
three //years;;; -ago, ', imbrex v thah^300* 
j:'crimmals;>,were lodged; ;in ' toe>fol^| 
l Jackson^ County jail. , There v werekslx:‘ 
jailers-4)nly ? 5 six; 'jailers— for \a'n~/en| ; 
tire’ "24-hour 'shift./ Those /neh^wefVI 
making $60 ,,;a /month. /;&ekrest/fef’: 
their', salaries ' 1 went <ihto\ 'the/pot/f#; 
/the /-political: ^science. }m ethod/ ! as;/t |e; 
eollege/prof essor s:uai ghfr? cal i/it/ / !yl ft/ 



/f cut r f iye/^ \ up/Jto/f if\eem- times/ 

Parol e^exercised -in/ that |f ashibn/is/’a, 
;graft.p Continuances- /in aU criminal; 
: .cape;/ v ti^ /(and,/ T/’haye/ 

■?known?^ / wou Id • 

<be J ";a's/m'aBX J as ktbirty/- co 
hefore-^the/flc^ses^/ are : 

:the 5 yy or^^^ ^la wy v et on J t 

S <^< t/ of^shyste|klay^r/^h fol d; : We , - 

■^^rL : thaC-:hC/ney ep a 1 : 


at hhce:\ , ; 

'• •; /'KH&FOIAck' WORK, BACKW Alhk V ^ 

‘ “So: ■tliU /pblic.e/'; ‘ Mr; vCooper /.conkj 
itihued’, ' ‘ ‘arres t^per sohs :ori: euspicion^ 

1 They'-work/ at/t^e'pase; -b'dcfewardjl^n/; 
^stead/'of^gettxhgk cities,/ ‘W'drking/t§bm I 
’Out/ , ha t vmg' the ■ - ca se/readjj ^hbnfihe’ 1 
Arrest; li& • made , /: t^ey! >ta1ce;J suspebted’; 
:men/ihto ^custody ,'^e^mbiii^plepe^^ 
/baired!:?ih/by^ >the /gdngster/ ^hez/ma^ 



Cluof.Clork 
Mr. CJegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr, Edwards 

$p ; yGgan,,_ T ^ 
iir. Fcxwortlt i 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Joseph . 

! Mr. Keith . 

i Mr. X^st^r 

Mr. Quinn. 

^r. Sphild^ 

Mr. Tracy 
r Mieo Gandy; 
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cent average; for 'Convictions v'on^alh] 
the oases^ti'ied-has^a'gcod'.'record. In;.- 

tKi^h st ? ,te . Fi? ori C .?Q -per/cerit of-j 
that 30, per, 4 cent.;,are not' in .for/the’ 1 
W me ' committed;/ • The- 70' per cent 
\ ve -.i “PPed’ pleas.; .'That ' means if 
mesj the; multiple, killer. ■ had enouife. 


flbnomuances ^piill^d^by t his * Mysil. 
U&wyer.vthe^lawyer, ^coiild^ talk 
.P^PQPferxinto-redXcingthe'first^ 
;s^ e -; m >? r d.er , charge j'.downv to ‘*sec< 

[ Jones- thirty years. ’ ’v 1% \t 



‘little" event’.-/, Think .of ^that—two^eats: 
'fdr; ‘lefcting ; :out';a wantoh killer ;afe 
abductor-like; Bailey;/ ' Enough 1 /tb/ljjfo 
suit ; amaudlin^people; ‘ 

// anex-c^ -v • « 

; * Mr. * Coop er/-r ecalled •the ‘ late^> John 
Lazia ^nfereritiall^ iat^hisjpoint, : * 3 B£' 
tecallediv he ' ‘said;/ that; ;he^;'wa^. ah; 
ex-convict with Hhe^power. to name; 
men to; the 'pblipeVd^pdrtment.v : Theij" 
was *.the2 time.N^efnd'; filler ^wanted/ 
t\yo: good''men,vMrv. ; C : 

to v help deliver a> prisoner at^he union; 

cfa+.ion.^' ' ■ * • >** ' V.' 1 . 1 ‘v . < ’ .li , * 




l ;;;Mr .^Cooper . has fofrienfonamed;:Gus 
{J 6 nes^wtio%is ; an;. enforcer^ 

,Mh v : J ones, ’Cooper' 'knows* hates 

icrimirials* 

‘Bailey, ^was.xapt^^^^ 
farifohear;Ba^ 

r the; f teschelv^abductiori; i;it4 J was/ r Mr,; 
j? Jones whd w.ent'ahtp 4heVroom,Vpush-" 
frig^a? ^machine -gun F %head^of rhim.A^ 
fe‘? Gus ' told me;' B ail,ey \v/asf s tr etch^^ d 
‘6ut* r a Buger ;by* his>right^hand;;^Mrr 
Cooperfosaid^^ ,/ 'stfek* 

hfs/machinfo^ 

r^mplevhbse-^ahd^difted^is- 
Wards .: i *Harj$%luck V' v Har ye;’;^f Gus^ 
yelled; :? And 'When ,: lie^told 4 meiabout 
’it; vhe said] 5 ^pu' A knbw>?that hlankety?; 
blank-blahV wouldrifo reach^ for V^that 
XiUger^* at;*all.^ ,T; 4 

^tJic ;> \ *’ 
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COURTNEY RY 


Dear 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
^HEREIN gum 

r> n Tr 


Wednesday. 


/ \ '- A. 



•>'h~ Ma. / lBkrk§r f and I am not quite 
sure just how you can go about checking it in your bureau. 

Much of the information was furnished, it is true,^ 1 
by the Bureau of Investigation. On the other hand, however, 
there were numerous things which came from my own sources; 
namely a man whom In have been able to trust for years and 
who I had working oiaxaxz a couple of weeks down there. He 
got George^Barker' s confidence, for instance, where it 
was not possible for other persons to get it. 5g 

Incidentally, he m a kes two assertions for correction 
in the Bureau, and proves them by copies of letters 
from Ma- Barker which he dug up from a source which I have 
not seen in Bureau files, namely Q.P. McGhee, an attorney 
at Miami#, Oklahoma, who once acted as attorney for the boys 
and who kept up Herman's grave for some time. 

One correction is that Arthur’s correct nickname is 

I 

DOCK not Doc. The other is that the old man s name is 

O 

George B. Barker, and not George K. Barker. 

In case you should want this letter for the files, 

although I can see no use in it, I wifi copy it herewith: 

"Dear Mr . McGhee}: / n A ) 

HCORDED & INDEXED, tsb 


RECORDED 

JAN 20 i936 

to tell you some more* of my 1^$&b&eeiy3i£r . McGhee • 


This [is f.Mrs. Barker- riting.-I . .am going 

< 2 ? 


. * 


t; -".c 


today they have been puni shing Dqck.^gain„someAhing affel. 


I heard they did have him chs 


7 


and tlie^rats 


I heard 


* 




had nawed on 
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him and there was some boy got asaxz out down there and he went 
up and told the govner and he went down there • I just wondered 
if you would rite down there to that party you no and 
find out if it is true are not* 

My sister heard this from a boy that knows Dock # . 

I seems like they could be something done. X haven't any 

money to. do anything with. I haven't heard from Freddie since 

before the 4th of July. Haven you heard from him? Mr, Barker is 

having the ruijiitism affel bad I heard today It seems like I 

sure do have my share of* trouble Mr . McGhee . Do you think 

ther is any chance to get Freddie out? (NOTE: Freddie was in 

Lansing, .Dock in McAlester) It does seem like 

they has got to be something done as Mr. Barker hant able 

to work and I have worked myself dearly to death this 

summer to try to make ends meet. We do kneed Freddie home so bad to 

help us. We are right up against the real thing in a finiancle 

way. Mr. Barker said you did take care of Bert's (Herman' s? 

grave. I sure do thank you for it Mr. McGhee. How is Mrs* 

McGhee and the boys. Tell them hello for me. Let me hear from 
you soon .As ever , Mrs. G. ^Barker. 

Blossom is in a fereat rush for the storybas always, 
and as I am leaving next Monday on my lecture tour it will 
be. necessary for me to get an O.E. on it before that time 
as if there are any changes to be made, they will have to go 
through before I leave, as the magazine is being made up 
now and the story is announced in the March issue which already 


* V 
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is printing. So R U S H 'er, will you? 

I had. a wire from E.E. Kirkpatrick (of the 
Urschel case) yesterday. Among other things it said: 

H Ou.r good friend J .Edgar Hoover was here 
yesterday and took this town by storm.” 

D 0 hope that everything went well there f and shall be 
glad to hear what happened* I speak there January 28 and 
figure I've got a tough guy to fallow in this fellow H 0 over. 
Will have to start getting out injunctions against him 
if he is going to run much more opposition as a speaking 
attraction. 


Will be away Friday (providing E3s££ .z Governor 
Hoffman)doesn' t begin throwing monkey wrenches before 
that time) as I am slated to cover the burning of Mr* 
Hauptmann for Mr. Hoist. There probably will be a last 
minute reprieve, but it should be an exciting day in 
any event. 

Rush me word on the 
is big business, you know* 




^OjlN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


LBN-.GC 




Jjgiteral ^itrntu: of (Stt&esitgcrftmr 

PL pcparimeni of Ifusiice 
Pasljmafott, p. C 


Kl-V 
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anuary 16, 1936. 


MEMORAHDUM FOR MR. TQLSON 


'"Mother of Murder” by J. EdgarVHoover, 


Director, with Courtney Ryley. Cooper 


The above story has been reviewed in this Section and 
the fol lowing suggestions are respectfully made: 


Page 1, Paragraph 1, Line 6 : Psychology, which is the 

science of the mind and its operations, does . not appear to be in 
proper usage here. It is suggested that the third sentence in 
this paragraph be changed to read: "All too often through the 
study of this psychology we find the ardent 1 'good citizen* of to- 
day may be the menace of tomorrow." 


Page 1, Paragraph 3, Line 2: It. is suggested that the 

word "criminals" be substituted for "hell." 



__ _ ^ Page 2, Paragraph 2, Line 6 : It is suggested that the 

words' "tB§ -lawless road” be substituted for a " she-wolf . 11 There 
is no question but .what this is true, but it is believed that this 
reference should be a little more refined. 


Page 4, Paragraph 1, Line 6 should be changed to read: 
"There her sons arrived, Herman, Lloyd, Freddie and Arthur, her 
favorite.” This is in accordance with a memorandum prepared by 
Mr. Rosen regarding Kate Barker’s background. 


Page 11, Paragraph 2: It is suggested that. Dock Barker 

be referred to as "Doc" despite the fact that this spelling does 
appear in his criminal records. Heretofore, Arthur Barker has 
only been referred to as "Doc” and it is suggested that considera- 
tion be given td the advisability of continuing this practice in 
the interest of not causing any confusion. 


Page 11, Paragraph 3, Line 3- It is suggested that 
"the Kansas State Penitentiary, Lansing, Kansas," be subs tit ut ed 

for "Kansas State . ” j L 1 ~jh: / 5~< X 4 ~ Zfe 

Page 12, Lines 3 and 4 should rbad.: ~ "the event 
4 *n-v>vior? iri g mn'h'h pt to pl veritable beast of! orey" insuend of "tne / 


rage jl <,y juxiieo c uiu. OUUUJ.U ^ v r ^ i pT? r; 1 7 \ " ' 

turned his mother to a veritable beast ofj prey 1 * instead of ^tne^/ 
event which turned his mother from an animal motheij / pf^ 
u 4 type to a veritable beast of / / m ri* 

^ , fu 
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Page 13, Paragraph 2, Line 2: I't is suggested that 

’’Lansing Prison” be changed to read: "the Kansas State Penitentiary, 

Lansing, Kansas." ‘ 84533 


Page 17, Paragraph 1, Lines 7 and 8, beginning with "There" 
should be changed to read: "It has always been believed that he was 
murdered by Freddie and Alvin." 


Page 17, Paragraph 2: It is assumed that the pencil inter- 

lineation "her graying hair dyed dark red, her clothing fashionable 
if ill-fitting" was intended to be inserted in Line 9 instead of 
Line 8 of this paragraph. 

• Page 18: The last sentence on the page ."It followed murder" 

does not seem logical as murder in reality followed the gang’s com- 
mission of a Federal offense, and it is suggested that the following 
be substituted: "Murder was to follow." 

Page 19, Paragraph 2: It is suggested that the second sen- 
tence should be changed to read: "Many persons were involved in all 

angles of this kidnaping; one by one they began to feel the power of 
4eral Bureau of Investigation." 

Page 20: 'The first sentence should be changed to read: 

"The FBI in hunting fugitives seeks all available information concern- 
ing them." 

Page 21: It is suggested that the following be added to the 

first sentence appearing on this page, ending with "of approaching 
capture:" "of approaching forces of Special Agents of the FBI." 

Page 21: The last line on this page should be changed to 

read: "guns, and automatic pistols, together with the placing of ♦ . . 

In this connection it may be stated that automatic pistols 
are’ already assembled. 

t 

Page 24, Line 5: It is suggested that this line should be 

changed to read: "as though this were a circus instead of a tragedy 

of mis-used lives." 


This article is very well written and outside of the suggestions 
made herein, it is believed to be entirely correct and accurate. The 
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story should he very popular because of the subject matter and 
the excellent manner in which it has been presented. , 


Respectfully, 



FEDEgA& BUREAU OF INVES^kTION 
Room 5744 v\n» > 1936. 


To: 


>hht 


%^ZL 


.Directori /A>^ 

_Mr. Nathan 'fag**’™' 

_Mr. Cleg;; 

_Mr . Tamm 
_Mr. Edwai 
_Mr. Egan 
.Mr . Quinn 
.Mr . Glavin 
.Mr . Doug 
.Miss Gand; 

Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Renneherger 
Mr. Joseph 

Personnel Piles Section 
Piles Section . . 

Communications Section 
Miss Sheaffer 
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See Me 


For Appropriate Action 


Send File 


Note and Return 
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! Mr, Tolsonh^i. 
| I*Xr. Baughman . 

j Chief Clerk 

j Mr- Clegg. 

! Mr* Coffey 
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^■7 . 

Ddar Edgar: 


DATEiM 


***** 

q Mr, ^ox^orth . 

1 Mr, Harho — : ;J 

I V 

MY r Joseph' . 


Glad you liked Ma Barker* I have just forwarded' Mr* Keith..,., 

Mr. Lester -i. — • 
Mr. Qitfnzu — — i 
Mr* Schilder-.— . 


Mr. Tamm — 
Mr. Ts’aey... 
Miss Gandy., 


Clyde for checking the story on Doc , Moran which I think 
should do more to wake up the doctors of this country 
to the renegades of their profession thah anything that 
has happened in a long time. Ba$, this siries is turning 
out to he something more than we planned — a real avenue 
of putting over propaganda ika ±z f 0 r better law enforcement. 

For the Doc Moran story will you please havp sent me 
the following pictures: 

*^A11 possible n/etures of Dr. Joseph P^Ioran. 

^ Same for Joh^Samilton. ' 

U^axae for the gravel pit where he was' found and the 
opened grave if possible . / I s 

tJ^rl Same for X^selMibson, Pg^herringtodMillinger^ 
andb’rechette and Tommyfeouhy and Two Gun LouiejLlterie 
if you have them. . ft0 ^ fi °^ Rl)E3D ’ f ^ • t sr A / -S ^/) 

T JAN 30 ‘ 93 ^^* UxL^JUA 

Leaving for St. =,+>1,, „ ,« r or.T7 



nis afternoon, to'-mhlfe ISt^TLouiis 1 , 
Chicago, Cleveland, Wichita, Tulsa and then W&tSEl >St *“• 

Boston is sure a bloodthirsty joint? 'this is the .third 
time I have lectured there in three months^ 0 v^^ 0 ^^' 

Gen wires this morning from Florida that thsz&fc 
THE HIDEOUT looks swell to her. She is starting the 
contractors to work and by about June we should have a 
^plaee to lure the Gstring men for- some feeshin’ . 

^ ^ Samezever/^ 

Be home again ‘Feb. 1 — 
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Dear Clyde: 


ALL INFORMATION G$sff$ 
.HEREIN IS/JNCLASSIFIED 


D January 21-36 




wtm 


Herewith^ f Gang Doctor” for 1 correction. This article 
. on the following, reports--; ✓ 


based on the following, reports--; 
£_7-576-7691 statement of Edna Murray etc. 


/ 7-576-6328 statement of 

J L T 


(This is, a confidential 


statement, so I switched matters, in the article in. a manner 
.. to protect this confidence) / . /•’ •- ■ 

* 5* 

v*- / St atement of Clara Gibson to Special Agent E .P .McIntyre.' » '%=>' 

? ’ s v - . ---r f y > 

dated Chicago, January 13-1935 ( I ! .do -not 'knowf i-l'e^N^Q 

~ J t St atement of Patricia Young (John Dill inge'r^f ile.) a Joint ' 

# •• ' 

statement to various agents andfollows one. on same report & 

\A by Pat Reilly. Rather this, is a ^memoranduijj- submitted by Special J. 
Agent John L. Madala and bears sub-head 2&s&4xz Re 26-2434. ( r. 


2a&gz ( 7-5 76-2742 statements of Oilie Berg and Johnny Do If* 
l 7-5 76-714o statement of also confidential and 


also twisted about by me to coven 


There is one point of importance in tJ^grjaC^^^U^I-^STIGATION 
may be questioned by the Bureau, but upon, whifchv.l -believe f f j 

*■ ' l - 

I stand on 'firm ground. That is my statement ^Sa^f©Scf- ! !Mol’§i5iJ , -'? T lCf 


was the original doctor who treated John Hamilton. The following 

«... RSuOiiUEu * L„ - 


are my reasons; 


<$P' 




\ ~ .In the statement of Johnny Dolf , 7-576-2742, he says 
that Moran had treated Dillinger but that this information 
was hearsay and approximately two and a half months old. He 
says , as follows: “that when Dillinger was taken to the Irving 
<£5^.. Hotel he was shot in both shoulders and it was impossible for him 
to raise either arm. but just be before he, Dolf, was 
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arrested he understood that Dillinger could raise both arms 
shoulder high but was unable to use a machine gun. D^lf states 
that he never saw Dillinger, but knows from underworld 
connections that Dillinger was there." 

He bases t is on the fact that he tried to sell Doc 
Moran some stolen instruments and that Doc said over the 
phone they were for "J.D." 

I believe that this man was Hamilton and that the time 
was vastly different- — underworld gossip isz has a habit of 
being off on its time. My basis is the following: 

■ The statement of Patricia Young who found the doctor 
for Hamilton and nursed him after the Bast Chicago shooting, 
is as follows: 

"In this connecvion, Eami&xz Pat stated that Hamilton 
was shot seven times, six of the bullets entering HIS SHOULDERS 
and left arm and one going through his body just above the 
pelvic bone; that the wound in his left shoulder 
and arm practically made that limb useless and in this 
connection stated that he is unable to RAISE IT ABOVE SHOULDER 
LEVEL; also that he is Enable to straighten it to its 
full length." 

This, it would seem to me would Mzdbaz indicate that 
Pat and Dolf were talking about the same person. Also, on 


Page 36 of this report, pSt states that the mob ditched the 

J. 

doctor because his attendance worried the mob. 

This dovetails with the I 


statement that 


Moran was sore on the Dillinger mob and therefore would not 
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treat Hamilton when he had been wounded at Little Bohemia/ 
and leads to the conclusion that it was MEE&nxan&xE uafcx@±ifcx 
Hamilton and not Dillinger whom "^aurtSlun f 

Same^ever 


Qmm 
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’ MEMORANDA FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr. Mclntire has examined the attached article 
entitled "Gang Doctor" ty Courtney Ryley Cooper, and invites 
attention to Page 7 thereof and subsequent refere^kes there- 
after, in which a reference is made to the "nephew" of Doc 
Moran. The individual referred to is James JUfiWilson and Mr. 
Mclntire advised that the Agents' reports customarily referred 
to Wilson as Moran's nephew in the absence of a better term to 
describe him. As a matter of fact, Wilson is the son of a 
sister of the wife of Dr.- James Moran, who is the brother of 
Dr. Joseph Moran, the subject of this article. 

Relative to that section of Page 9 which refers to 
the fact that the patients of Dr. Moran were treated at the 
homes of "relatives of Ollie's", Mr. Mclntire states that 
the Bureau's files establish that Fred Barker and Alvin Karpis 
were treated in the home where Ollie Berg himself resided. 
Information concerning .the treatment of other gangsters is not 
contained in the Bureau files . - The house in which- Berg resided 
was owned jointly by himself and his sister and consequently, 

T do not believe that the statement in Mr. Cooper's article i\ 
erroneous . * 





JGtyFfEOGAR HOOVER 

•DIRECTOR 


EAT: TAM 
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January 23, 1936 




[ORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


/ 





I have checked the attached article entitled^Gang Doctor" 
by Courtney Ryley^Cooper , and itfvxte your attention particularly to Page 
2 where it is stated that Doc iMeran 'sold dope. From a hurried check 
of the files I am unable to risM anything to substantiate this. 

On Page, 3' it is stated that Ollie&Berg was supposed to be 
serving a life sentence at Joliet Penitentiary . Ollie Berg’s criminal 
record shows that he was serving a sentence of from 10 years to. life. 

On Page 4, it is stated that Doc Moran served a year and three 
months in the Joliet Penitentiary. The Bure^’i Criminal records show 
that Moran, was received at the Penitentiary oUv'??ayem^er ^ 17 , 1928 and 
was paroled on April 7 , 1930* He served, therefore, slightly more than 
a year and 4 months. 



error of his ways and reversed his decision" . X don’ t believe we should 
by innuendo attack the reversal of a judicial opinion or other ^ judicial 
action, without some very positive indication of irregularity and conse— ^ 
quently feel that this sentence, since it is to be published aS a quotation 
of the Director, should be reworded. , 

On Page 10, the statement is made that RusseU^ttbson bought 
dope from Doc Moran. 

Bureau files. 


I can’t prove this by a hurried examination of the 


On Page 11 the statement is made that the^aid upo^^i ttl§J3phemia 
has been "incorrectly called an unsuccessful raid" V 4 T^le . . to us this is 
a logical statement, I believe that the Bureau’s criticsrtill seize such a 
statement, ridicule it and hold it out as indicating that-ithe Bureau is un- 
willing to admit ary mistakes. Regardless of the merit of the jstatement, 

I believe that this sentence should be reworded. 

On Page 14, the statement is made that "It was Samj^owl^ey, -in 
charge of the special squad, who deserved the credit for the ki lli ng -of 
Dillinger" . I believe that it would be well, primarily for the morale bf 
the service to reword this sentence in some manner to the’. effect that 
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it was Sam Cowley in charge of the special squad who deserved the 
credit for perfecting the arrangements which resulted in the location 
and killing of Dillinger. 

Very truly yours 



E. A. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ^UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE iMM. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


NJLP :PED 


Jktmut xrf ^nbe&ixQcxiwn 

PL pepartetent of Ifusitcc 
^asfgmgfam, OL 
January 22, 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


RE: ARTICLE ENTITLED "GANG *A 

DOCTOR" BY COURTNEY 
RYLEY COOPER. 



The attached draft of this article by Mr. Cooper has been checked 
against the references given by Mr. Cooper in his letter of January 21, 

1936. Certain points of detail are questioned, which may be easily 
answered by Mr. Tamm who is more thoroughly familiar with this volumin- 
ous file. The items other than those noted hereafter have been checked. 

Page 2, Paragraph 3: With reference to Dr. Moran’s background, I 

have been unable to check the facts as to an indictment for the original 
abortion conviction of Dr. Moran, or the statement that persons felt 
sorry for the young doctor, excusing his actions on the basis that he was 
being a good fellow. 

Page 7, Paragraph 1: I have been unable to check whether the state- 

ment of Dr. Moran in quotes was actually made by him, or whether this is 
merely Mr. Cooper’s manner of portraying these particular facts. 

Page 8-9: I have been unable to check the modus operandi of Dr. 

Moran in turning in wounded rival gangsters. 

Page 10, Paragraph 1: I have been unable to determine whether or 

not the statement that Gibson was a dope fiend is accurate. 

Page 10, Paragraph 2: Reference is made to the fact that John 

Hamilton was the true brains of the Dillinger gang. I call your at- 
tention to this statement so that you may decide whether or not we 
want to go on record as contending that this is true. 

Page 14, Paragraph 1, and Page 21, Paragraph 2: Reference is made 

to a special squad. The question is raised w-bpJ-.bp-p .wp> wan,t, to go on 
record as stating that we have special squadsi. / s % J ^ . 

RECORDED — aLLg j 

Page 14, Paragraph 4: Reference is made to [^q^edpheing ^Jathprad 

with money, and there follows on the next page an account of Dr. Moran" sr * *’ 
participation in dealing with hot money. The inferencqi^^i>3th44^§-T' e . M, 
the facts can be drawn from Ollie Berg's statement, but .the details dis- 
closed have not been located in the files. 6F JUSTICE 
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Respectfully submitted, 


R. E. Joseph. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 


ZJL 



::J 


jt? «... . 


U>i^ Mr* Coiortney Ryley ^ OoQBfiy called from New York stating tM*t — 

Mrs.Meloney had communicated with him with further reference to, the — 

invipation to you to appear at a special meeting in New York. He - _ 1 

indicated he understood you were not to be in New York at the time of 
the meeting. Mrs* Meloney spoke to him concerning two or three articles 
on parole and he was planning ito write these articles for her magazine. 

He also stated that Miss Mary rKingf of Chicago has ordered him to write 
another fictional s erial*^o nTcfe* rhlhg Special Agents of the Bureau blit jin _ 
view of the amount of work he ,has before him, the best he could- 'do was -.to 
promise delivery of this article some time next year. ~ He stated that Mr. 
Max Annenberg was very enthusiastic about his previous yStory which is to 
be syndicated throughout a series of newspapers. MaxMnnenberg is the 
brother of MogMnneri berg . i 

Mr. Cooper is planning to leave with Mrs;_ Cooper for Florida on 
Sunday and will be in care of Rex Beach at Sebfing, Florida. He asked 
that you wire him when you are leaving for Florida. 

Respectfully, 


•T> 


Clyde Tolson. 
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^PyHJS.DGAR HOOVER f) 

» ^ JDIRECTOR Wrn^ ISrtkoa » CTOc a » - ^ jj 

*^*‘*'' J^eral'Pwmtu: of (Sn&esiigatlctt <^2^. '’ 
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pUasfjmgioit, ^EL <E* __ !tNC-:’X 

February 15, 1936. ^^6^^ |rl-.E, •«],'' ,1 , 

,-• . M/ Lti'^ 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON * j ».rc\h.. 

O JTklMtJ .... ^ 

RE; American Magazine , March, 

1936, of interest to the 
Bureau. 

aU' 

Page 2 : Advises that next month a dramatic series of untold"" 9 

stories will begin of the Government's battle against" ~ * 

public enemies. "Vivid behind-the-scenes pictures of the Feder al, ", — J ~-*- a 
Bureau of Investigation's activities. The *G' men in their war 
on criminals as seen by their chief, J. Edgar Hoover." 



Page 3& : "Hands Off I" by James W. Booth recites the activities 

of the United States Post Office Inspection Service 
who devote only 20 per cent of their time to criminal investi- 
gations, but yet arrested 3,724 criminals in the last fiscal year, 
securing convictions in 93 per cent of their cases. The story re- 
cites several old cases handled by the Post Office inspectors. 


Page 120 : "It's the Law" a cartoon depicting the absurdities of 

some laws. 
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P* ^bpmrhttetti of ^Justice 

Washington Field Office, Room 5852, 
Washington, D. 0* 

March 6, 1936* 




Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington ■, D. C» 


Ret UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

Miscellaneous - Theft of ^ from 
Mr . Courtney Rile?Pbooper ; j .eigh 
Hotel, Washington, Di C. 
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Dear Sir: 

fit is respectfully requested that the tan bill fold attached to 
this letter be processed for latent fingerprints, as well as the contents 
of thi&ffl> ill fold w hich consist of the following t 

Western Union credit card, $5203 

Honorary membership card - International Association of Chiefs of 
Police, #769 - 

Department of Justice building pass, #638 

Credit card from Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City, Missouri, #6361-M 

Hotel credit card from the Mayfair, Kings-Way and Lennox Hotels, 

St. Louis, Missouri, #3916 

Calling card bearing the name - Harry A • Atwell 

Celluloid memorandum pad with notations thereon. 

At this writing, it has been impossible to obtain a set of the 
fingerprints of Mr* Cooper, nor has it been possible to obtain a set of the 
fingerprints of the individual who found instant bill fold, but these 
fingerprints will be obtained and forwarded to the Technical Laboratory as 
soon as possible in order that a suitable comparison might be made of any 
latent fingerprints developed on this bill fold. 




I, 


It is respectfully requested that the examination by the Technical^*! 
Laboratory of this wallet be expedited in order that this wallet might be ^ 
returned to Mr. Cooper at an early date. 

Upon the completion of the examination by the Laboratory, it is 
respectfully requested that this office be advis ed if any latent fingerprints 
are secured . _ 11 L " , " L1 "' 

bboordsd&ji mam * 

■ mar Q QOft ;■ -VM 
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mNjEcsAi , iwmRPMTlON CONTAINED j . m. keithV v^.tice 

62-3324r\LL ml . „^ ir -ir-r\ Special 'Agenirltr-.Charge*.^ 
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EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOESON 


r^t, i m** - 

^ N V 3 Mr. Tolso^r 

f,?r, ?hnaa«i.^. 

. Chiot Oterk — 

t !,>. - — - 


n 

r 

» 

V 

l 


/ 




^ajjAt evening Mr. Crowl in the .Chief Clerk’s 
Office telephoned/and stated that a yffir .-\Cook at Metropolitan 
6488 had found ^ wallet containi re building p ass £638_ made out 
to Mr. C. Rx Cooper! I immediately teSpNdneBTMr . Cook and he 
stated that ne had the card case injure possession and that it 
also contained a card issued by thqain ternational Association 
of Chiefs of Police to Mr. C. R. Cooper! Mr .'""Cook^^tated that 
he was cormec^ed^mth the Washington Garage located at 1212 E 
Street; Northwest, and on duty from twelv^ noon to twelve midnight. 

I requested -Mr. Cook to hold these in his 
possession and advised him that he would be contacted after 
twelve o’clock today at the garage in order that they might be 
secured for Mr. Cooper, which he stated he would do. No 
further conversation was carried on with Mr. Cook, inasmuch as 
from his conversation he was not attaching any importance to 
the finding of the card case and indicated he merely wanted to 
return it to its proper owner. 

Respectfully, 








T. D. QUINN. 
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Jjecimtl ^Sttranx of ^iifresitgattmi 

d- jS. department n£ justice 
3®aslpwjg ion, d- ®. 

March 7, 1936. 



MEMORANDUM FOR HR. EDWARDS. 


Re: Unknown Subjects) 

Miscellaneous Theft of 1225.00 
from Mr. Courtney RilejrCooper. 


Reference is made to my previous memorandum dated 
March 6, 1936, in connection with the above-entitled case. 

The six identification cards v/hich were contained 
in the billfold submitted by the Washington Field, Office were 
returned to the Laboratory this morning by Mr. Foxworth with 
the request that they be processed for fingerprints. This 
examination has been made but no latent fingerprints could be 
developed and Mr. Tamils Office was advised accordingly by 
telephone. 


The six identification cards have been returned to 
Mr. Foxworth by special messenger. 
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Mr. Nathan . 
iSfr. Tolsosu. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
* DIRECTOR 
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pfastjiogton, JL 

March 5> 1936 

MEMORANDUM BOR THE DIRECTOR 


I have reviewed the attached-article entitle 
i . ' . rx j o-rri and agre 


Mr* Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards — 

JMr. Egan. 

Mr. FoKWorth. - 


Mr. Harbo . 
Mr. Joseph . 


Mr. Lester .... 

Mr. Quinn 

Sir. Schilder- 

'Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy— 


=«=■ 

in pencil. 

l f w-iiih reference to the statement appearing o** 
Page 16, Indicating that Pretty “y^ chool ioase , I 
Dillinger, Van Meter and ot since subsequent in- 

believe this ^ f Bureau indicated conclusively 

St^Sf m to he Plopd « to 

fact Jack Perkins. 1' , 

Respectfully > / 


A. Tamm 
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ffi&eml tfjktve&u of ^n&esitgixtwn 

<^* ^eparitueiti of Rustics 

^Sasljmgimt, ^ 0 . (&, 

/^)V^ 

^jmomnm for m, m. ^ ) 


I;!?* ®6l6J£2j.*s***8i-«,wt«r 

Mr. Bcrtrgfes&asa ti'*‘4S.»* 

dilnf dsrXj *«,«» tfflUSJi. 

Mr* 03e££{ <i«^^t;ciw>i<' 

Mr. Coffey 
Xir. Edvnurcto 


March 2 , 1)9365^ 

^ Mr. For^OTth.-^. 


/ 

( S^ot C aT“^°^ S °“^" Cbi 2 r^ilV 11 " 00401 ” 3 si «“^ 

l items noted for your attention? * r871QfWQd *“ d the following 1 

N/ 9^ *. - f 


Mr. Barba 
Mr. Joseph ... 
;lr. Keith, _ 
Ivlr. Lester ... 

Mr, Quimi. 

Mr. ScHlkor^ 
|| Mr\Taaara ... 
&c.zy — . 



^ 2 * '!?£&£" U “*> - a tan individual, *iir 

3 . paraeraph^l, jft is hero ww 

, ^e effect that he 1 af HX ^ Chase ’ s statement ms to 

^ployment and not, as this paragraph iJdicS^ becaUse of »> further 

/“T; wsrash Avs - 

aotor° r ^xt Chase ►*><** 

^act. « “ ****— *- *1. =2 !T 5 MS« ' 

P i* "not^ppIStad Vhta‘ > as' t^rfsSsfnel iS ^ 59 “ d / 

that P Chf; e fsfSr^i^is 2aoourT SSer “* ^ at titude \ 

- - wr ; 

tfoned Md has °J* ase ™ d Hegri is ques- 

files. ” Ceen * le to *» substantiated from tS 

/“ *■ '“s:s, s L £.“££S.*“ —•• ».««., 


Page 9 , .paragraph 2: The impression is left that a v 

Ballinger Gang -mas Mllari Q + r * 1 ^ th t a m9mbe ** of the 
fast. S Wtallei at tattle Bohemia, . * lo h is not a 
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Memorandum for Mr*Trolson. 

I > 


^~ 2 ~ \ 



Maroh 2, 1936, 


Page 10, paragraph I 4 .: It is doubtful -whether Chase saw fame in being 

"hot" and that he was compensated in overlording Fatso* 

Page 11, paragraph l+t Reference is made to Chase becoming hysterical* 

It is doubtful whether Chase’ s emotions could ever have been 
worked up to such a pitch at any time, being the type of 
individual that he was* 

' - 1 

Page II 4 , - paragraph 2s This statement of God saving Nelson’s life at- i/ 
tributed to Chase is doubted* 


Page 15 > paragraph 3* The fact that Chase sent Fatso by plane to 

San Francisco to see if Chase’ s girl* s~-love still burned 
true is questioned* 

paragraph 2t Chase did not stop in at6[ia£a3£^^^ to inform / 
the. owner that his friend would stop in within a few days* V 

paragraph J+: TUhen the gun battle between Ryan and. MeDade took 
place. Chase and Nelson were driving from the resort v/ 

not to the resort* 

paragraph It The gun that Chase used was not a machine gun, but 
an automatic rifle* >»J 



paragraph 2 t Chase was instructed by Nelson to fire rather than 
being eager himself to get into a gun fight* 

'Page 20, paragraph 3* The Nelson car was not a coupe, but a sedan* 

\^Page 20, paragraph I 4 .: These facts are garbled and do not accurately 

describe the gun fight between Nelson, Chase, Cowley, and 
Hollis* 

paragraph Is Nelson did not lay on a running board loading 
for Chase* Chase was handing loaded weapons to Nelson* 

paragraph l+t It was Nelson who is purported to have shot the 
prostrate body of Hollis* 

paragraph i).: Nelson drove the Bureau Hudson back to where Chase 

was instead of Chase running to the Bureau car* ^ ^ J - 
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EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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There are attached, drafts of the two articles which have 
been submitted by Mr* Courtney Ryley Cooper for publication in the 
American Magazine . The titles of the articles follow: - 

(1) ^MOTHER OF MURDER", dealing with the Barker-Karpis mob. 

(2) s/<jAHG DOCTOR", dealing with Doc Moran. 

In the attached file, serial 62-21526-252 is a copy of a letter 
addressed to Mr. Cooper on January 18, 1936, making suggestions with 
respect to the "Mother of Murder" article. 

Serial 62-21526-255 is a copy of a letter dated January 29, 1936, 
making suggestions with respect to the "Gang Doctor" article. 


Respectfully, 



Clyde Tolson 
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FEDERAL BUMAU 
OF W 

INVESTIGATION 


From: Laboratory and Single .Fingerprint Unit 

Date 'W 7 _ ' 193 0 


Mr. 

Edwards 

Mr. McCarthy 

: Mr. 

Appel 

Mr. McClintock 

Mr. 

Baughman 

' ' Mr. McSwain 

Mr. 

Blackburn 

Mr. Miller 

Mr. 

Boardman 

Mr. Parsons 

. Mr. 

Burgess 

Mr. Pfafman 

Mr. 

H. M. Clegg 

Mr. Pickering 

Mr. 

Clark 

- Mr. Rennebereei 

Mr. 

Conrad 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. 

Dingle 

Mr. Q. Tamm > 

Mr. 

Donaldson 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. 

Gunsser 

- Files - 

Mr. 

Kroeger • 

' ‘ Stenographer ' 

Mr. 

Lovfett' ' : 

‘ ’ S.F.P. Unit 

Mr. 

* Mr . ' 

Maj or 

Messenger 








JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Jjjghmtl ^vxsm id <3fn&Esi 

^3- J5. Jbpnrhnetti of Sfusiu 
pjaslpngfam, jS- <11. 


Pear' Sir; 

In a number of instances cdr’respondenc 
crime reports has indicated that complaints hav 
the charge on which the individual arrested was 
the offense of which he was found guilty. In t: 
■to point out that complaints of criminal violat 
on monthly return A' should in all instances be 
of the facts disclosed by the police investigat 
or more of a variety of reasons, the offender \v. 
prosecuted for a less serious offense than was 
he may be found guilty of a less serious offens 
the police or he may be acquitted. It is impor 
of uniform crime reporting relates to the colle 
the facts to be disclosed by the monthly return 
known to have been committed, and the number of 
arrest of one or more offenders. 

To illustrate, assume that a person co 
robbery. The offender is arrested and charged 
ever, for reasons beyond the control of the pol 
guilty of larceny. Nevertheless, the offense r< 
fense and one cleared case of robbery, and the . 
show one person arrested and held for prosecute 
returns A, B, and C employed in connection with 
be compiled in terms of the criminal acts commi 
against- offenders by the police without referen. 
It may be noted that judicial statistics should 
disposition by the c^tts of the individuals ar 
prosecution. Wl - 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
* DIRECTOR 
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EATjRLG 


'tbvcnl of ^ttbeziigcdxmx 

P- JP. ■pepariureni of Sfueitce 
Plaolpngtat, JL <fL 

March 9, 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 






Mr. Jfuthon. 

Mr. *T Icon.. 

Mr. J^uskxaan.... 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Close 

Mr* Cvfitoar 

Mr. Edward® 

Mr. Ejaa 

Mr. r rrroi’ih — 

to. IV -o 

Mr. «T . )::h 

f. Ms. I. U 

,iXr. Cjvu«iAv.»*— • *" 

to. C .Vidor- 

to. 

Mr. Tracy 

Miac Qsxtdy-. 



The varj^us iden Aifi cation cards which were contained^.. 

in Courtney Ryley Cooper ’ ^billfold at the time it was stolen! _ 

from his room in the Raleigh Hotel have been treated foffi lateM l w ^ 

fingerprint s but none were developed thereon. These identifica- 
tion cards will serve no further purpose in connection with the 
Bureau’s investigation and, accordingly, I am attaching hereto 
a letter returning these cards to Mr. Cooper. 

Respectfully, 



E. A. Tamm. 




FEDERAL BUREAl 
FROM: DIVISION 


3F INVESTIGATION 
91 & DIVISION #2 


.Director 
_Mr. Nathan 
_Mr. To Is on 
.Mr. Edwards 
_Mr. Quinn 
_Mr. Clegg 
Division Three 


.Files Section 

.Personnel Files 

.Mechanical Section . J 
.Chief Clerk's Office 

SUPERVISORS 


.Identification Division 
statistical Section 
.Technical. Laboratory 


Mr. 

Lindquist 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. 

Smith 

Mr. Chambers 

Mr. 

Rosen 

Mr. Hood 

Mr. 

Weeks 

Mr. Vincent 

Mr. 

GrimsdellXS, 

Mr. Emrich 


mss Gandy 
Miss McCarthy 
Miss Conlon 
Mr. Ward 

M . 

Correct 

Re-write 

Re-date 

See me 

Send File 

Note and Return 

Please call me concerning this 
Search, serialize and route / 




fa, serialize and route jr 



.A. Tamm - 5742. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
► DIRECTOR 


JEM: JM 


<3 } tbzml ^Buvwu uf ^nbz&nQvdwn 

P’- Js>. JbparfntEui of 3Jusit.CE 

pJasIjmgicu/^gL <JL 
March 6, 1956 


MMORAHDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS. 


Unknown Subjects; Miscellaneous 
Theft of $225 from Mr. Courtney 
Riley Cooper, ’Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, D. C. 


fj £2?. . 

A Chlod Glovs. - 


Mr. 

Me, JEdStards 
Mr. 

Mr. Fos^o&Zi-u'.a.w.. 
i Mr.J2orlw> 


BEr« Jo30pl2 „ 


, pi Mr. EsrlCSi 

jl -Mr. Lostei* . 

«l i 

$ Hr. Quinn . 


Reference is made to the letter from the Washington!} e*. j 
Field Office of the Bureau of March 6, 1936 transmitting a tanicr. ■a-ccy— 
billfold containing six identification cards and a celluloid | r-a=oGiaiCy. 
memorandum pad for fingerprint examination in connection with! — — 
the above entitled case’. ‘ i 


The billfold and celluloid pad have been examined but 
no latent fingerprints of value could be developed. The six 
identification cards were not treated for development of finger- 
prints due to the possibility of staining by the chemicals. 

The billfold, with the memorandum pad, is returned 
herewith as well as the identification cards which are contained 
in a separate envelope for transmission to Mr. Tamm’s office. 

Respectfully, 


Aff S. P. Coffey?® 

MAR 11 1338. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

£ DIRECTOR 

V 


CT:M 


5 o/-:-.f ci:-rf- 


geteal f!utem of ^nfesfiga&nt 

w ^cparintent of Kuaitce 

PtasSjwijioix, <P» 

March 9* 1936 


5 TSr* .. 


/Hi 


I Mr. Uotcz\y:- 
Mr. QuisuL.K\..» 
t rfc Sc&ilctar-,.— 

’ 55r. r ita 


MEMOEAMDUM FOB THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Courtney Byle/’cooper ^ 

that he had again f f ^^Ln^ently. ®s 

it is now planned to take °J ts ^ d ^|£ ffi Jteoadcast. Mr. Suydam 
the Bureau* s work and use the ® ^ was to be sponsored 

also inquired of Mr . was purely a broad- 
ly any commercial agency* an 
casting company project. 

Mr. Suydam e^SenL^S/Ste^r^rfelt 

Respectfully * 


Clyde Tolson. -.j 

herein I s '$? 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ThisIcase ORIGINATED AT , 


. REPORT MADE AT J , 1 ^ V* ' 

S \L 


UHENOM 'SUBJECTS 


DATE WHEN MADE: | PERIOD FOR 

WHICH 'MADE ’ 


3/$&,V/36: 


. / i vt FiLEHd. " y 6 2^5324 



\CHARACTEROF CASE-' ; 




MISCELLANEOUS' <* Theft §28§i > 
from, Mr* Courtney.; BFley-'Gooperj. 
vReCCeigiL Hotel|- 'Washin^ohjV'ijii.Ci 




v"' ^“c, A»/'iU'March 

: :'. -• ■ i ‘ ' ■■' -\v '•-■■■■ Y'fetehnian. !'hs : ndSkibiv.-beinhrimnlie'aVeS, ■•ih v i fis ’t'aftt'-v-;-' 


; VYxV : ? Nuimerons *-di£jLs’. ItWpfn *'-. 

fyt'- ■: V‘f W : ‘ J ; \-Y .olobk -Ion, 1 that tile 


>P ; " r '» • $ ; ., t \ ? : ; Y ■';. .0 that-Babbington was not; a .'guest' of >the 


'V* . K , / f ^ Y< ; a, ;*'** ' 


' ■■ J .>** ,-’4 

^>V'i 


]■-•’• v ^e ; jebul;d ;bg? : impl abated ;1». instant' base > • -vf - '■>;■ 







,>;L ■' * r v v copras oktHisreportv, 7** • *<v ,?•% ■ . vrv* V • ' ; * ' '* V “ * ' **»' ♦ 

«7 c-< W; «.> / V ; vy \ 'x V’A 'i- 

l) ; B1ipeati' ; / ; ]*C *$;'U ; ji // 

f7 * TTT« 4 ^ ^*4- Tn'-t ,3 . * *^**Jt* ' £ ~\S 9 ' ’* * - * .vl'vC^OlI ^ 


5‘ Washington Field . 


. *V« 



. • t ii iLjdL " r ^ .. . 

r ^ r T ”7 ~^ av 

'V - tr^S, GOVtRNMEfir PF\(KTiNG OFFlffE ?.\7r~203i * ^ 








/* 

•v v '^ : . 

* *</>«■ ,rv^. 


? O' %•> :• -Hy ;;^: ;" - -^Vv^; v - 

X »,• k>£? XA/Xv £ ■&’ c*:*'* ' \ ,-; J "*'• ^ V', ■'- '•' i? ‘••^••‘*.. 1 * r r - ; - 

/'’ wVv--'ij".V'’.y‘! /. ’V ; investigation . i-& /tfris.caseSis prddicatad njponXXf ''■$”■• >•? ’ 

.''''•* r‘v ~ Y •..>•« ?*; jl'nf amaM'on-’fu^ t'his office by '..Mrie Clyde toIs on. 'of*, the B^^ad- ’ ’ A'? ’ V a’/ ': 

v ■<“ * x J ^ s > * ’ , * t S « *> S * i > Y , f * £* ~ * v ^ ^ I, */ ^ ^ ^ { »*/ s * ** * i / ^ , fi u * £ ' 1 ✓ t > ,, * ■*! \ | ^ I A ^ T ^ ^ ^ 

\. ■ y “ • ", - .' 'VTA +V>‘o :'i!>.'P 1 f v aA+ ,4*1-1 o+'-’TOfn / f* A 1 1 vi «tr TSlfl 'Ckir r* Anrs /-w* Wo^, Vi A \ WAVk ^ , 'A'l, v \ ' * -J ? 


0 ” -* 0 a '> C 9 dpefc 0 a?;\dn^:rvi§tfed^ 

a i:>: :^V s hV^t?*Eef' March .4^71956' at ‘appitoximateiy;. ' % : i - YX : 

'ivine in Washington YD* <Q* frattTTew. Tort citv- '%'?+/* vv >•! ’*■'& Y 4 ‘ 



: .. ' V'' 0 ^ 0 , '.' S °B^-S ‘ t'd' J>e ‘-setfe. Ito^is.room ; ar*#; da, ab ont \ • ;' Yt- : '-.Ui Y y; \ 

yO'y’O'O - - knocked .on, the' d oor . *end ; '^ • ♦ 0 , »' J ';w‘'. ! '' 

'• •'■''/•'Vv. : -'“ iv;'*.bell'bo'v' 'and-tKer dr-infcs. were nlaced in’ m«:vbedr,ocm. .©fS W^''Ciabti&r-i s’ £ - ?M.V- ■"' '. 



?, ’’’•'* • '" t ,pl»ed : ;;tffe : xi; ' 3 .^%.^' .«&©<•))%§ '-‘l^ • $•) :,; f 

OOO-'^Or';. ‘v 

'?' < : ’^-:..;->'.X'- V: : iri. wheii .^eritpos'e :'the' 'ix^xb^idiok: 2 :’• 


e;t^ \aixd\updfl,' -ttkev.' .’ > : ~t ''. r< * • 


■•'■: *. • •’ ■-' ' • .’coridiusiaii of./thdifc. searcti they ’bad ‘failed, -to 'f ind::"$hd,' middihg ;iijaile*,tir ; * >>: „. ’- 

.'% V -v. ;..•; '■ ’> ■. '/t, *'/-'• ', t 'V.- :■ '.i , t ';. ..' '\y-: v«v, * v ,'"v - : ;!j « ' * ’ aS" ' ^ V. ‘.C’ . ./-X-f-r ■• ■ 

.-; i 1: •i'lf'tr. 0 : - 0 v: A\W : 000 ^'a'': 0 ' 00 .0 v;; f: .Vv-. ; -V. ; .“ 7 ! w'- "rv^OOyO ^ : V'.,i/.- iO. 

-■■■'/, v*v* v ‘ A-' !'-'\ ; 7 ,v v;\ . * 'O' ; f -• 1 *^' ;4 -’'‘.'''. .‘-A ! ;;-V ■■:’!’ ^.v „^: 





X W , - 




v )l, :y r A y- 4i- /tMs • point' $5$ . '^iter: 'mailed a^ttut-b » ex^nifi^bt ^; : ; jq£ t he. ^*v ;V; 

'bj> Mr^ ,the ^ooi*: hnd ^%/3yock'^pi^;%:j;t ^ ! 
$he /outside iSf ; ’tie dob^ '-and' it>pas ; '<fete;^4®&. that/the 
in the lock 'from the. ifiside''e c«id jiot be/ removed 'from-the door without ;/' 
first; unioskih^- s'amet •’’ (jogger -$poiy$aking : the saine ’exam’ittatdbh. ■< 

'with re^ateS. ^that^iiV'evi^ tiii^C^ia^Ly.i' hy. ; .Vy ; 

tml /v/vVa/? , +.Via -' b/Sw ‘+ A/st^ 4*'Vx& bri^ bnal^ bonrW^ilSAn' o ,orHD 11 * 


&■ $.£*;*** ; j The ; -Wi^br^ahd ' conducted a tery thbrough , 4^^,oh' ? ‘pf>' 

ypheh thb search. was preVipusIy ; made by the housekeeper .ahd the • maf d j ?'£C 
.. but the . search ..failed to ; produce' the. miss ing. wallet ». -phe two windows. ‘ 

•>' f n fh e -Tied room anfltViR . two -.windows In the , ; iiVihe;.r bdm ,were.» closely '? • >• “ 


:impobs iblli^ jj&ft ’; huite^ ^^ throu^sthese ylr^^'iy 

■■!' windows ;pithphtl'^ ^distiirbihg.-.^ the vdust'^/ ;^^e^ bf ' the - two doors 


;* this suite : obse z*ve d two {the , flpb^ tog v>/ ; ", * * 

■ ‘ inside ; the small, entrance’ vahd'-^e;; alripst-vd^ectly - y 

: ;i'n- the doorway «@?ing into : the : ’.bed^-^ 

#$h bab ^hai^in^^re"''^ very tbibj^e^yy^ 

l^thgtthfe^-wepe';^^ • yvy Vy/^y” l«V'y‘ ?'«v 


; hpy ihg/i lbwer s .apd iqthW -it - ; .; \ 

>as'nQt,'.iie.6 esspiy "ixtsT the-^^bf.cr^ * 


4p^^n‘at ion; whibh -re suited" ip^the ,iK>y in'^ ^ ® ‘.\‘] 

' in' this* auitew'' :, '-y':’-i'. ''-'ll'i*:';--: j’.yy ‘■'"'■\) ""tv ' i - ; »^v‘ '•■';^/-*r;.V5*r i ''^ »= : 


>■'. 5 ‘v>'v; 
L V?-/ * : 

■ i>iX 








>.V xiqtiped a man lyiae- in' bn.e of - the beds* ^e rthea^ef t ■:^d;,.c ont^iiuedi $**.!■ Y- 
V/^'Vr ;vha^'Othdr^iiti!e»*tmtti^^T6n4’ the*- hhttsekeepe^ * .*• X V'** 
t: •/ . : : /*'*'■'’$ V'V’K 
,••/'■,’ * ‘ ia regard tQ .;ihe\’^'a‘|iiag wallet* . Bertha advised that - she ; haa wdricod .'■. - y ; . f I’l'i-i: 

d'\ 7a ''v v ];.y' ,-for the Halei^^Hbtel ; fbh approximate!^ thirteen years and;thht. she . ; 

1 %: ‘ ^ V ! x ii*. i 1 *V *. ^/v A *C* 

• >r A . / ••:•' SR* •■ miss ins in ' the hotel since her' embiovment,‘by : 'this' c oncerh4 -Bertha*. ,V •'- SkA'r- 


writer C- : * 

yy \‘a V vs v'- r :inal$ .on the,;thirdA,flopr : ‘ ’’■O'’:. 

V 7 V ’' - 4 * *.'■ tA ., 1 s'fcate3 shfifl'p'riVfid orr riirhv ^hnii*h *7*45 iilrikiiJ aha *' £ * . 



- {kl i. ^?OT^th§:r.ooms^ 'r-^a^.^r^ihg.andyf^ied to f ln,d ; ; $he. ,1 ^a|Jet^;'''Mrhi ( ' ; sch 

.'•• >'y' ;iH8:^4^8W4; t p ^nsthuct > all 1 . hor *‘subo,r^ ^Oe^Chip^: -v * w y 

■•’■■, -v '•*>'.-/ 'i'.'r s .search': and 'wdtch: for : -the< 'missing .p^ent- that.-;l!# '•ttfej?/'- *-.'.• 

' . .V '• ’ •: anv o’f..its Contents' were', discovered* to immediately not if v~ the ananaseri ;•>. -' At' •; 


•a a--'- '• ' ;J any ;of cits Cc 
' ;■ •’ . •■• ; ; v,-. . . ;> - s Mr* - Owen* * •" ‘ " 


Contents ^e^;^di^q'^ea^ay..t'p, i'med'iatehy •notif^ .the;;n^^eri'^ .; /yy; 




7. ^ ;'. f %>* - 7 >V*‘ v’ - v .• t/^.v «;V* v y ; s<i : x,/ 

’ >*• 4 ^ /' f ' K .- r # X ? ' - ; / ‘ ,* ^ / V *'»•’' •'? '' fcl ^ vjv /«* ; \ ■’ *, **' 1 ' '“*• <■ ■ > ' , ij’ /»'-*' ski ^ v V y*> u . _* ,*<’,< , ’ y 



: f.?V; : . ’ f -V, '‘vJ- r V v y k- V& 

: •/ ;,».y ; a's 

/ifiertha 1 ‘ ;slie;;&. 6 ^sidere^ J 3 ertha £|.j: v 

." Ovary ofes^'difrjiVt)*^ v 4 **-'V.^V’feV 

"in to her',, ^j^d^y^lLeir and .Myse '^miai'ae Stated s. /■ •< .,' 

that' she • had; ho re asontp suspec t Bertha inVpoimeetioh with this •'• •'/ ,' J, ’: j- 

^theft^ 3 h.or ? ahy:df. ;the other lacojess’^o/an^o^-.;',:' Jt'/v -V' I- 


Bpph-hhd %'ohplusiph' pf ‘the;/ seafch^iaaiip - T3^, ; Mrs*\,§P^^ 

>V> « ! o r} ciwb'lri’ : + o 1 IrQ^^+ wVM-n ^ A nri’ftaw I'wli A *a rWr ^ dor) - "h'h o+:* V) o rl A rl "n rvfc " xri !<ah » -s' ^ > '» 


v the -past, and:the : writer >was advisedthat' thi;s: ;was the sixth}hupgiary 
• ^occurring' since the first of -19.36* , 'Mri- Owen -at-jthi^ypo ,vl 

; r'his /recoMaVfrga. 'whlchf -.%l^i'i^b£XbwLiEiS‘ *'^of ifaeJaaBcfca:^^'; 'waB'ioht‘aihedV^,r, .4 

■ v.N V A ,.;’ ■• ;;. vV. 'tV'k' . 'V V '4. "•» -y>:y... ."S V>rY ; '.-$~S 

•■Vv .•' '. -• ":, „'•>• '3,*? ■•'•** * -,jr V •'■<•;« ?: 3>. 

v ••. fSi ?#- 'It! Biphard Eir;,Beiihi‘gan y atlat*y 
f; sdur j£ -rp^ppTfead -’ rpaak t 5Q& :t?as:- ;hi^i?^.ize!d. "'$;« 


f ^ i ; _• 


;advks^.,dt;the . "'§►£ 1 iTtJ.j?^"b £ r ; jElisa^ .iie;..^d\.;§r^ '•■?}' &. 

^unlQc^d,'&s. •^‘a^'.hi^'-ii&u^ ', 5 ;'..' . t .:-«'^’ f\ 


v : ' ’• : >v, : t' : : : 0h^.;Fehruari^'5 | -^ 19&-'Mr& Bt, Ti ?HahL Qf Bew ..yor,k-: City^ x repp^tpd';;, 
/room: 1036 hurgi&i ^ed.af ter I'rOO, m'd;'#7pVpO hash/'&tolen*. ^••'1 y;;:';t''t.,f;v 

V •; ‘ii % I,/*:'. v v'!-V, : > : ; f- : ' ; ,;'• ’•;'-.>> > /“>' v, 

r::- ::c ^ >iTr\ V : sr -"&\ TA^/- - 


c ^ 1 '*.- ^ * *■' ."t . - > 


, - * *, / 




-V-" y >*,'< 


^fcfcjgsfc# * ?•.' 

’,&> V. ’*' *7 He li^Iiireil: ’fc&c^e -BiiSP? •*; v ;^rr.:-.l-f»\ ■?. 

‘•/•Defeatiy6.s : -wK In tke liotfelr'as, guests,paitd. tli4i1£ 

• ao one other thaa himseir was. aware ofHM’S};;i^i^h)3se' men. irev$J ■,'' ;.”•- <:' : 

( v.;^'3;,'tft^e fcotfel for, fpttr days' and . Pf \‘. 

” February,- 1936 and'during/ their .stay no burglaries ppeurredj'' ...•//£ '•,> ."; 

■’■■'. V./‘; :..N^fria%^hey>.were c ioi.sueedssfuiy in; Apprehending^ -l\ v ' ■"'•'■ }-'■’ ■ "'■ ; * «" 


/ O. : Ck £'$¥: '; >VK'fiel?e6i'iy Bdmfd &•■ :$i\ ^p^si^^vtfjr .'i^drmaUio^' 

5.V y.r»‘s.* '^fpx ;;disnit^ ’ess^if$p^ 

■,I'j -‘J ..' y |.]'.^V‘-': r , $} : ' : .'S .Mri‘-'."Q'wen; was; queafiana'd .as tQXwfc3r>.tin'r^ •: - »■* ' '>'' 

V . - ' . ‘ / v */. ■' ' ‘ ; h«A4i ’4 m* © rnornh or* ^tvirrh rrrMlTfli VT3?i.*fc©2^’>‘feO ' J ' ^ "•- * < * 


• ' ? • , ,y I’ o w;vimnuiiu.c; u. juy d ; h « f y ’Kjtt * y. ? ’ *>- ~ ■ ** n ,-» ^ *\ ;* -» * . *-\* . «■ 

^ ■!'..• gy V.x'v {■.• had!;siaoV susp icioned ii^liPP"^ e ,d : in ^ isoWe. iria n h ^y ;: yi-,'% 

y V y V . ,y-. *';*'{ r* ' .. “^e* of f : . Sr «;/%5-;53C *L'y5§n T 


**<r^ ' r . * ' ' ,* '- * 5 WiiJ?l.u c l auj.o. f ^ y, v.w-h ( ^ f <• — - -,v .* v , ■ . •.> :, v. -•* *. ‘ ' '*** «v. 

3$5vafid »*•>& 

yight: : ¥ryyd6per » 3' ; ‘^\. ^.‘Cd 

y-V ’" v >y/ - "v " » v 'A’' 1 '* A' * vV;‘ !T£i **.< v **> •*«.'+ /* \N, a ‘•V.i / V*x '■•’ * ‘Vy y •'.> >>y * 'V; '4.V; ' 

y y : * ^ j v |*, , * • y ' ^‘', **^ s ;; ^ ^ '??'■' ’ p ^ ^ '* f^''‘ * "' ^ * ,r '' ** ' ^ *' ■ •'*</ ' <' ,_y * ^ r *; w L * ' V' 

^/,*4 * *,,’^,5, . V' "• 1 V* >. / V ‘‘ i* k"’ r ? 'K‘" “i.v^ V* /'2 V •,.-**•;/,*/ '? *” f : ' - % ] ■ •', ^' v y /. \ 'V« . : V ’****. r «- * > ‘ -\' 

j* j * v, „ ,*'<• ' ^ ’’*’ ‘ ~'j > * *” , ' r* 1 * t “<■ ■ f " ,, » x. - * ' l *<' *’ 'J* - - ', l,, r-‘‘ v 1 * ( > “*j • , \ 5 ‘ *■' . * * '►it ’’" *y * ' Vr v 1 ", « - **' / . '» vv* < « ' ’*f^ * ■ - ** r ’ *' ■ ' . ^ ' “• 1 --' v ' . .' * 4 ,‘ 1 . * w 

-> "’ . ’’ ‘ . ' X „ , i ** > yi ./"•'•>,*’ w ;j^c"/' « v /< '•'. % V !:-,*> ''■*•• ' 5-VV'e^ ' s* ?' ’. ' J ' . ^ ''i. •%>■.*> '► ,*v ^ ‘ s ?’>'*'> ,w* ^ ,' V',- V’'\" 7 s 

t V'" r >-'’.\ ' ‘ *' ?> V?v'V'< v *-'^".' ' - J,/ ' *' '*//<' ' p '*‘’’ - 'V<*S '; v> .- »>';!■ - ' 5 ’ , • ’^ • ' t*, v ' ; . ’V % :V.' , V'' ; i'- 4 ’* ■ <; ■’ ;*• V. ' -*'* v,t- 

* K ?** V **\ V -f € * ' ' V 4'- ' Ir .‘£ v \V y? ' / '!.">;'• ,V '' j ; •**.!/ ;*“«v,^*'-"/ ,; ' ‘V; 

V.,'c, ^ ^ ; J't -*v’-. :*;• r .r tr rt " ■< / , -, 'x ’, 4 ^ 

c-; x v ' % r > *v».? - ; »■*-, '. x /i v * : +. «’ 'ri : ;.vo^' \ ; ^ ' - > > . ► wfVt. ** , >. -4 ', . ,- V .* :V \'*V ' r ^ 1 »/ •*:,. 


,y .* v/ j 

* * S' 'V 


V* ? J 




1 '>* ' ' » 
v, \ A‘i’ 


/ ' 1 


,N»; \ .* 

.- t ’ 


‘ . i v- 
‘ V ” '* 


.V 


\ ! ‘'V< ’■ -X- ■ Bet;ween il: 05 ‘ .a ^pse’.ofi ' *•:.'••; -fi •£,•'.;/ m-XX 

■ J ■ • fiye^minutes*; , Tht's. lapse '^curred- be tween r Rations 8: ,^d/9» v; V - / V-'v;'.{ \ •:/ 

Another lapse of tliie vras; rLoted be.tT7een 12:10 and -12;15 • ;; * 

,~ t J This lapse of ’’ time \depur^9 ' dnd;<9i.;: Bebwe v e$ : y.v -• ■' 

' *•,’/ ' Ht A k> > if 1 »- f -1n -w r2 1 O , 1 ft * ' Tiff ' ' n ft 1 . /s*f* - 4 /jU'4* ' Vi «<!4n ’ V'/, 



: '<■/ •' J %o -Mr.i Owehv^elati'n'g^iih'at: the.inan in-' room r 633. : had heaid./'S6meQne'f/'<. ?: : Y;: 

* * - v ' , » , ‘ .' • ' • 4 ' *■ **, 7. i * t ^ ' ij- "• > ' * *4 »* ; , 1 *,^ *. ,J 1 * , ^ ■ * *’ «/‘ 4 > > 4 * <■ . \? ** '■* ~ *** • -v 



■ ' ' ,’- • If; /.■ .-I was, Working- dt. the 'tip tel.. Shortly l>:ef o^;^ae.a2:ey '«a|' ;$pfeloys§vV •; •’'? •/.•••:;%* 

; X 1^'^’ * .'‘X 4 v -*«■ * * j»- ,*'• <■’«.; X.\ ■* '> V-- >■ • V „ *. * v * - - - *' v X- 1 , ' '< •' ' X . , v -i ' ' J l ■*, - ► X J * * • - 

S''X X ' *4***- ■* 1 j 11 »* ’/.>>“> . , tz : ~ ' i •* ^ j * p ; ’•***, 7 ? . *• , ^ ‘-‘i. " - ' ‘ .* '\~ t ' *-; ^ v 1 * **, 

: .v •'.> ; Five : paper' dial's.; as- used, in tbeXime ciQC&74S^r , ted*>'6«y »'•••.-;'•,■ v 

,«■ , ‘ , A / 1^/ ^ f ' ’* . ' /' ''*■* ‘ " ''' * * 7-» , ' ■s * ’ ' ,' ** ^ i 1.*^. ' <1^ 1 ,* * ^ * /■ , - v ,, ”► <•> J , » ,%!l ^ * 

' * h V-: -h*» b>V»-h*' ‘hm^rr .oir / ^ ‘ -J n/y >fc/h 4 . 



V‘ ; ' ; ; >1 , " ddor : to ,t his ‘ su it e and tlx at h,e d i 3 i;iiic tly r ^memb e r s; hear ing a key ' : v ♦/*•}> 

P ~ V '. v*C« ; V '> *- :*'-■>* v\- — 

/V..V ' -;x * * *■ - i* ; 4 *’r f ; t*:? * ^ t r 

’* ‘ ;*»' '/• // r V’*,/ '* r . ^ :‘ -'V ; Vs X •* V ^ V**X' v "^v;, 

v ;*V ^ : ’X,^; - 4^?:^ - vy'" -• ' i;%* : **l ’l V ? ; 

?* V* ^ ','‘ 1 jt * ’ ''-ivV'* ‘n ( 8 •/- *.»■ V, o;* : ' s 

/»X N >. v > **», *v^’ v *^ v '>^‘.VV v ‘V ;* xrXV'V^;**’ f„\* ‘ ^ ■ i *. V ' u; ' \! r / 





• ' ,VT'< ,, ^ , ; . 

i n_x- i i^'sLax ’a - v_'!"VX.-JL - " 


. : .Hword&jUtfral, l&Jtoe&x^e'WaA. 5 th#t' ; this' s&i^e^agpeaired .'Jio’\b 0 /.itt*'\V'-, •*:.v •'...' 

i^%A;&y 3 ' '•: h’ ■> -'TfXX: • > v> 

,<••.,*..» i„. j ■•‘-?? w '\v>: *%.' .-!? ' ■■>.>.•: .:• * ,;.«vy*v ■ • .-•■ -y-vV: >•>• . .* ii' ^ '.;Av>; 

>•'’<■ -:-*■ . ••^/ , ••’;(■ -X;^'>;. ; ■? v r-V/i/ \ v: -•■ ■■' 

■ ^VwViVvn. X'' 4 Vrara 0 r 4 .ted^^^ 5 ' * » . a^*'*''' 


f v ; 'vv .-rv;. :■:■:■ :r. s rvviast.; jaragp^pji •. oft fcjiej. de£^l$*v 4 f^-&xs^c$g^j$ *•’ ,>\w^ r \ *•* . v • * '•*' '*•' - ■ • 

>#;■• ,\.-s .***• .Fv-* \&^v J..**' '!■£,. -T-fc. •' '•■'V s ‘ •'■' : jrOs <¥**.*• '.*- •;: <j.‘ 
-jV;.', ';. ,. .; ‘i- '» N'j * „■ t,;';;;';'; •,/; v <.> >; . v '-‘.....r-> '.: • ' '.,V:- - ... vv v W' ,... ! Ji : .r'' r >V l j'‘‘> & >■' -=»' • '•-■••■ . :. j, r.' *. 

? T, ■ A A. •: ■»-. oweit 'st4£ed*1&£^^ ’ dntireil£:\ >\ s»-iA^ 


;' v\'-?X;£ y i.ij-A'-'s %W' '-■■%> ’• V* •?■ . ■ ' '/.-‘i .'■■•(/’' ■■' *.-.. J , X %£;■ V ?•'■ k> ■? 

t-X ;sV"-\ «‘i. -:.' '•fj'.t-? \ *.$?£ Xije%e&$lhre> ;XvV ii Edwards' was . next* ; .k. X^.-c JS-* *:i: 


;S; A>XCXV>'‘. doWp' tKft ;f 3 ,:Qor .'ap' ; ^e;-desceH^ed:;=|^ 

;;*:^ >: V^'~ X Sad not. ‘noted * the ^aXa*:' :XS; \\ 

,/k i*' '!. -;, -* ^ Iv ' ' Xv V 4 WVrt 'D^T^’Vn rvn r\-P a 1 nKYrQ ’ TT>v< r^W-t- o V'tT^rvn* Irit A ' - v ^X;i :•' - 


: ; ' M'l . :‘; 5 ' ;{/’ : . Babd'iri’gtdn iJito «u3to(iy» r : 39BLblji ! xi^:'e.ot^^ ^ ''ni : /{ :f lt VfT’-C & 
;{'!’> " ‘.ir ' - .*' ’wS'^V’Vv'hei fl' Srr i n il n-h PTpWfrirlt ' Jft ntn=ir» rri'flht prnd 'rHie •irn -.'h'hfi - f act that ■-'#: "' : ' ^ :'S ?•'' ? 




••• rr 


Detective Edwards, stated that Babb ingt oh ga^^as-';'lid4 reasoiifar •$* 

. entering, this" room on the. 6 th* floor that* about,. an- hear, .and a half ■ ;•*- 
.bej&ore -he ; was' ^ aan^t -cpi^ns cu t of Qb 6c^I^e , :Iia& . si^.. a., gihl v 

- intp ’tlils room and tiiat when she had not' .come ;out- ne had^enteited , - 
'Misrooi!}tQ.'s^ st ill InvHder^ 

.•'that the ? rpctt .Eabi}%tigton entered- was occnpied,but that the.. guests 

i-wene> hot^th 'uth$ : r'oqn/a^^ .:J: ^ ..£&■ 

1*1 ' v :!• , •- A A-A-A’ v- A;, 

' -v,. - At.-Police Headquarters . in thetqffice* Of- superintendent 

.-Larsen of the Bureau of aidant if ieaitpK^.a^ ^-qheek, waa/tthde'of. t he. ^,A ; . 
.ihdex-’files. whieh reflected k frilliam :Bernard Babb;ingfcon> : Washington,;.; 

Police Eo*; ’-.1444.6* - /A photograph . of .this ^ .individual ^ trps.. obtained 
and subse quehtiy shown to Detective Edwards ,whb advised, that this-. . 
nhn 'not the ind ividual that he! had e aughh'c.ptdng, fr era the r;qom/cn^ ; :? : .-.*; 


r£heri<fe& : ty ^Detective Edward r ; § e t^Out £ : last ; par^^pu ^ 

of ; the details ;of this report*- V . / r '■■■■ -‘ - Vl >! A 

l'-V ; *v‘ instruct ions ,4f*^ ' 

s . • %t: th$‘. to'thfS; poi ht . was -i$,9 i 

: ofAtha Bureau 'orally and^p^'^er dmplusidjd. of '"the ;§dnVpr;ss 
•Mr A,TafflBil' he huggested that ia chedfc, be made" at th.e^jwba's;sadqr hotel j , 
: '%4h&, £nd' EA StJje e thl^jji" ■# ' iu/ah .attemptf't'o. det.eimi^fl ’ .* 

'Jprer ^he'enjapp.fehehded- ih : >egard :to nhme4pus hdtel- hnngldries; whieh-. 

. ’• n4> T^D+iwftonf -fl tTittflTT' SLtld! fl j V©8,3TS . % **< 


't>u?glaries^ "%6iia©ci't©d\^i^r^^;‘: inS^anl/ 1 casaij.^ > / - ;*f' ,v * %?/' , V ,v *%• 

S'i r > 't Tj ^ ^ 1 ^ * *_ t ♦ -♦ v *, ^ y * **» ^ > L ^ ^ * V* , y ^ ^ ^ ^ V ^ ^ J "* V > * rf* '% ^ \ ^ fc 1 ' it* v-V^ ^ ' V t A ^ *** * 

•*•*''0 '.,/' * U ' '-mV d^-iH oAfi^hplt tn h i a , knowle dere . 


pccurred at .the Ambassador Hotel*. .Copn 'Cpuld give nq.iiqfo_ro^t^ ion. 

, of^.vhlue '• in this i.r^gaid#' ■■>*: A V-= : ,: Ai( -’’7/'- ‘•'(f,‘ v -*• : ., .?^7 Kh« >;'*A i ! \ ;. 

of '.the. washingt..ani : D* Cc Polio i; Departfflent* ;jitf^;xarsen was -questioxied . 

-vw rvltol t^T^rtxa^Ar*.^ %h.o ^’eV© JSiC'fifSSIltly'' ' « * v 7 


xraae a,u wi« .>ux*> x ^ w y**; -v , r— 7- *. ' Z * 1 1 * ' -1*1 ; a - ;^x :< * *.; 

to the writer hi s - f ile' ' of ■known hotei; prowlers, whp had in;- thecas t - ;,. r . 
: wp>ked. various -hotels in the Dfstr lct of -'colmnbia and- out of thi.s- 
' number' l&»; Larsen . ' furnished the ' following infoiwa; t ion* •. - v ; . .. - ; *: ' ; 


* yi 


VJ-:-.’‘--v^ -:, T , 


“f VlO •>• 




•'<* i r" *■** . *'» ^ * *'■* * ■ l '-' ''»■* > \ < * * ' \,* • ~^ 4 ' > ", x 

■ 'v : \ ; • ^,-Vy ’V- v:> *v* ;•;. . . * r'}rr ^<\K 

v - ■> v v; V * V-V' yv, 


■•*Vf •; 4. rj*/'. 


p '* v Mary' Franc. e a^oneycutt^ Washingt qAj Id ^ ‘pp^~ ‘ ■ vv /‘S .' -•'' v. t '■• -•/ ' . 'j* V : ' r? 

!j>- < v'' v 'V 4! ,.'C >':',.<■'■■'■*• ••,£> .V l Ct ,.* » S' '•' v. ,',£ ’V.n rjr>c r»' •'"»•■ i. . • .‘"--v. •.»?-*-*-,• . ... , . V- •' \ :,/ ••.-»;,* -(.Vr- i 

iV- ■' :>••■'' ■ .y, . y.,. •.». ; ,. ,'■: * *•■?, • •,•*•'■ .*? ‘>^y > " v .. •> ' 

it ? 3 33^;c^. *. /- t! v ; 

yr # . '"I-: : u < **; * *5'**v - v?« v - ?** : u i v * .*--3 f* '-V/. % y,t *;• ' ^v/***- */+ -. **■>.. : 

y\' \, 4 V 'J >' >: :*■- ", r v \ 4 * I,? \y» f <;V t ; , >• l f r ^ V* a-‘ ^* v 7, J;^rV ' V«‘ ^0.’^ . ,« V I 1 ' ? 

$■!$ \ ^af iai|^,pc)Ss.l^y 


:■: ■’ ■ ! \£a^Iftrig$ oa m o^ia^e.'asJ 

' ?*' iJ>nrir\ * rs-n ‘ho^ ttnflb'owaifl Htn' Ml 'fth" A' Jl»A PI- P 


■:; ; - far ,'j^ ' “ ; , -ixo one naa appearea, w.4Bxac^^n^jg^a- . agaMsp^ix ^xain 4 y ;^ ; .n 

^ !&ail : tre : ;i»d : b^an;T«le«sedy^;-^^^ ^^e;.imfure ^ 

£•’>•> '^f ^' "against Babbiagtoii at it’be^bitab .'of' bis arrest -was- givba rinyesbiga^ ; 

■ *j| : h:*‘\i-'£y-'y£y‘^-u-->Y &•••:•,..*.• '.■-•■ ' • •■ - : \r.’‘'' V., -'• -V'’; .i-- ’v! : >-v4' / ' 1 v';''* ;5 • /\ v '' ; : v";. : V,-':'-' : .‘‘ ; ; ','v. ; " 'v /‘I 


’i. * '* ‘ i- ', * V "?• ’ -» Wi * ■, v * 


'■ , :?■/■' linst' iabtioiis^ Spebi^.jAgbnts' 

^,;{finorai,ag; !o£,ji^©^ v '6y*-i^56;' pba® 3 ^ 




^32arc^. 1 £yvi'9‘36: / pljj^^acsred; ' ; < '?:': ■■S#?* t--*J . 

/.•;\WoMV^'‘’^-.3treetV afld'btfenMbl^ $ 


,w^ wM--, f s “vr*7 *- - J ; 'v-'** ^v.jV*’ '* • ,-■ 

t:.'^ierid®g':^^iay.^gaib 

!aiid raSrited' Y \?s. 


-T.-y - fc,4 ;..*' r s - ;.' ;k ;* V u* v *a- 

*'*•*'* ' -',%' '^: ^ fc v:u!v % ;. : v . * /y Zr *-'-'; ' -, •' .;/' ><< ' ;- v •„*.* 

v y*. '{^ i**V* " C; ; VV‘ ■ j ^ v' i' f,;' f* ‘AiV’y* v?? w! v-'/ J- *>;'/;£ X’C ^ 

*• _ %7--' ',^^5 ..-.p y/: •,' !,l7- , t v'.v \ ' . • - ■.' ' • ' ' ■•.)/' - ;' f ,'''''^*^''' ' ’' ' " 



■■ Oh'fhe rorhing •$*%*' •» ' 

giving; his name ,as G* ^4 Cooke of > tk^v ?■;'•. . . :>•;. 

>:/■? P.£ts 3 that he had -round:, ;-. • ,-• 


1 V*;’-A« •'■ 


•-; ' j‘ : 'j'‘ •"' V\;. ipj^Q- if?ri ter imrced lately. proceeded to,; th e W aph in gt on :• Garage, ^ ' 

*;3&?l£- ; sire'et c^ere'/CU. ' J* ; ;C^9Ra- or . 604, Nr • ,'v;' 

'.' •‘a'Airi Aftfl that/.heVhaa.’ a brown wdIXet; dntitl s VposBessthff '.vfcich.^hejhaa --■ 

‘ ... ”ois ta in’ed '%f doi; ferahkliHa^ 'etmloySe ...Of {the: .standard. #i*¥¥fS . *% 


;v r ibqated.ne ; xtv dqpr , t,o . tne ^asnxng^on,. Manage.? «vax« XTTr •-■■••• 
^’’Xqeate’d on' stheetff ,HV_-ir^' ; •/*£ 

:3{timaGook6 -(klaiHiiie'dJltdVM^^a^^r 'a brown heather, wallet ^ ich upon ;*; * •' 


’/dnty^at^ the '& $lin^; ; ;s-te^ $* 9 &;?a $*?;*%]%■>'• 

Frank 5^1*.. 314 &- Streei^ : ll^-W^;-;pkqae^ Me txo polity vedSS,^ .'•;-' ,. y-'x 
was interviewed "in regard 'tq ; the,-f afehs ••surrQnndins the finding^pf: , 7, : - . ' J,/:* 

roo np.t: ^t.whfdh- time Hail' stated that on :the morning, of. March!- 


;.: in c onversat ion , w rcn , one; or TT*y r S^‘27^2 v.. : -. ;.* ;; , 

Y&anoefc • • down-’ at*the str eet .and observed ®JJ; : , ;••;• ;;v ; • ; V : 

3 inch 'Of nater'.'iii the. gutter, rwhereuponih-e^ immediately recovered _this v - ;■: 

■; infill etanddriecL- saice off and remoted ; ,ihe .oontenta among ^iah h© : , -v - : ^-V 


v ‘’-arpttosea*; 3 , 0 ^ ^ . * 

J^alLt ; 'md;'Hs .cqatents <hrcing7thd{c;QdhS e ^ 

eventually “cbokehad^eome^cvh^ ^8*102:^^6 831 ^,.;. 

J:': -j > • k '•• *, aw ofl'hients of .tlxe 1 stated tlx^te.r ^ :;- 


3t^^^ehts^e^::^nd^ %o . i'e W toll^ja^,; p* K ff; ^ .; Hr : ,- •; ; ^ : '.- $?/. > .' ^ ^ 3 .' 

J =v f"' ' '-■> . • 7 ". .',: .'. 7 -/> ■:”>. :.-V« 



'V ' 




■> . *■ ,»* - '■ * * * -"• v*. t. v'V * .i* . ’ - * ; «« - »» >*> , , > U,/,' - 
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RECORDED 



AT" 


% ; V S5863 ' ? 

u.:ir H - 3 


SgadlaX 4-gont im 0h$rg% 
T'ashingics.,, 04 OV 


S&* mmcm s mmtB #•• 

■ : fhoffc f)£33 "rC'is $rv Coerfetey 

%3t©^ C&opcr* B&tol* 

0* 


Soar Sir s 


in- ropXy ite ^ctsft oosaii^nicatioit datM $&*«& . 

X0* 1936* reeling affir 1* $|£Jtl$$£ - 

£oXiee T&fmhsm% C44 BSEBY. jggo ,. ; - 

UcVSCKlOBg $** *'•’ 

ana sKiup axBBRf px&eK*, m& 5 &» ":V • 

S# C«* % 7 as» 1 fo&^ .'/ -. 

6 ? 1 M& &% f#o6td^ t 4$3cj8i^ti&n$’'ais4-fe5 copies of^fccK 7 
pfeCtograpBe /5S 1 cask ts£ ;3&&iifXduaXg -ea #s^Se^d'-- ' J .-: . 

%r t&& flag 4ppe$tt£it&f $?-$$ i& f^Ssral Bureau, s£ ~. <•; '/„ g * 

’■-- . r .---;— • .._• . ■ ' 

Vferjr truly- ymg 3 e 


yfe* Ksthan — I 
’ ^fe.’TeW _ 1 

JSx. I^apgh romt ,.__ x „ | 

Chief CIeyk^_. w I 

3£s% CIer*~ | 

IiAjv Coffey I 

££ev Edwards j! 

Z 1 x. r-an I 


;j «0fc Earbo j) / 

4 r^^ic^pjs * /- £ 

« $ * ?z 

jj t£sr. S-7l£h^.^ '! ^ 

if $&% Sector**.,, l -v 

* j? 

, I ?r., J,. ’’ 

. t * •; 

■ &* -* 

1 &&. rcn54n.*^., WJ1> i/ - 


gdm sagas* nooir©s» s 

director#- -’■’ 


SneXofinro 


'*4 / ; . 


HERti w V* ^ 


SCfclv* 




>L/T 


>*• --X 

. -•*- - if I s - 


ij ,; 


■"'*■*' ■. • J •- 


,V • ■ ft 

L-= WU 


•/«/r 55 ’. -- 1 

|U /U , I 

w , I . - a: CF ,f 

4Aja-~ . ; • - .' i 




CONTBIBUTOE OF 
FINQEEPEINTS 


m, $&&&+■ 


ht £sj *f • £ * '• t , 
umhiti&on, b, 0. 


W f uvMXin^ton,' B» 0 


•./• • " , 

jmsry mm<$m 


AEBESTED'OR 

RECEIVED;. 


' ' , 


mrg Wov^in ' ; 

'bile© 

dm* f 

^KonqycutS, 

£u03&, ' „ : - . • 

Kfessr Fmcip * 


ays* F» H 


-8^19-33. ■ - . XkXQO&y . •;• 


l'XO-17-03 


16V. ' * P,&* .' 
{Hois?!- saoafe . 
. tfcloi* «&< 
ja-ostltut©.} : 


DISPOSITION 


A* v») ' 


Weehingtott, B«.04 


?»* yeckscMvilia^ : 
IXe,* ._■ \ ’ ' v 

PP> Syl£3W, 'tOTa>.. 


Jferjr?* lo-so-ss 

slAaat .fSMjSsf-;’ - : ■'*' ,: * l ; ; :/ t -' 

^rsn^b^osesrjsutt, ' 

. 

2* S* ■ :- ' .o' 

eliss 

feys* FsarXi -, ' 


larsoayf ■ /" '> -.'sO' .^aFa* 




ysi » n^S“S4 « 


?O2ig0&? Sf. i%0<5liS I' -. ■, ' 


Pl>» win&^a^sX^a, ' .' 


Honeycutt,' 


S~E—SS 


60B^V ; SO eeyg- 
srasp, 3e»&* .. 
S‘^g» ■' v: >•; ' 


Jlopresont^ jiQtatioiis Unsupported % fingerprints. 1 ‘ 

For completion of our records, please supply\dispositions to this Bureau in any of the foregoing cases where they do not appear. 


oro 7 : — 211 j 7 










rr 




4 JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR ' , . . 



* 


&V&vK$$tt of 

'51. H>. Department of HustiEce 

•‘ • (MasifjtngtotT, 23. C. 


Form <i " 


I&roii iij XSSS. ‘ • 

^ ( - ✓ ' 

' i, ‘ ^ " ' ' 1 ^ ^ ' / \ ^ - ? t 

Tile following is a "transcript of the record, including tlie most, recently reported. data, as sliown in tlio files of 
the Federal Bureauof Investigation concerning' our number •' ■ / . h‘ : 


CONTRIBUTOR OP 
FINGERPRINTS 


W t XadieaapoXia, 

, 3MV . ‘ • • . • 


■Sfr., Hieftigaa Oltjr, 


H>» T&eft., S. 0 * • 



4 «■ 

Saaft.. p* c* 


HyGyBef* y ' 
' FH, ftetmitr* Hi eft. 


tJSP> Atlanta* Oft,- 




NA*£E AND^IJMBER 


- - J$' -iv •;• 

■iffiti. ifier,. : 

$fl69 Barry, , •-- 

JfixoiQ, 

Ho¥iek<->?s » ■ 

’ a/ .’BaSMEy . 
lcV|eke* 3 ». 
Iriller,.. 

-bpv ; ■ : y . 

' j^usey’-Eftep 
jffs¥ic&e£ v^liiaeep ? 
Harry S^€c.Ticl:er s 
Mm* WLlm, 

-• y, 

: Barry HoTiekore,- . ’ ■ 
, alias Barry ’B.’ : 
■f'cVictor, £7802, > 

•- Barry Bsc©/.;/' ’•* ■. 

MoViefeer* 



Allay Gao, . 


.Barryis, LlftVioftsrs 
, aUaE^i Horry : . 
;:Ha 0 C^^%ieibr 0 i > 
■Si* f* 1 


#mh, k. ■; 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


0 - 13 -^' 


6 ^ 26 - 23 ' - . 


S~ 23-20 - 






xa-se-so 


2-24-26 . 
4 *t troas 
cs os 

' GSOQp.O 
iron D.O 
8 ftf 

Barton, 


£c, . -'*& 4 reH©“^e>u - 

. : J. 32-. Hoover, Director , . ' -- j|| 


CHARGE 


g.l.; 




G.X.. ’ 


' ftouseftrsaliiftg; ; 


ftftufteftreakin® j, •• -, 


H, Ci E, fcotol \ 
roosao ;i 

bottsfe’bjffta&iijgi"' 



DISPOSITION 


.>\ 3 r.fcq X&'yrs, ' 
parol© violator 
notified. •' " 


'4 yrpifi trans*. to: , 
B*Q. Hof* 9 iorttm^ 
¥&>.»; 8 ^ 25 . ';/ .. 

: 4 yrsri- 6 -S-Sg;- 


'4 yrs, '- .'7-18-89. 

rel, .. 


’* Represents notatidns tmsupporfed by fingerprints, 
for compIetiDii of pur records, please supply dispositions to this : Bureau m any of the ioregoing cases where they do not appear. 


or o 7—2167 


*. /■ 
•'-/'I 


Page Zy our file 


mm jjyt jgy fr 


j#v^ 


>;,. °f^g|r?k?nts 3? j name and number 


S&O followin'* 'ip: 'th$ 
oa psttitf 


Color* e-3K, 

birthplace, -tltwliosei' 
03©* 23 years; heigjjr 
hair* brown; traj^ii 


IfeaoifV 2*sdi&©Rcp, liuRbogeo, Oi 
Rationality* iaaorloas 

inebsoj. .coaplc^ioa, 

of‘ eyas* binos. builo 


‘ ' P ■ * - / ' 


> 1 j „ 




J?orm <>a . 


ARRESTED OR, 
.-RECEIVED ; 


feo^siptiOR ' oftMa iMivitaejx . appearing; 
' JJ« o.t 


J ViiAUt. f 

b 5 feat 

3J2Q -paasicti 




a? 

CHARGE , 


'Mia 


X>ISP OSXTIOK * 




fair I 
,.seataa. 


••• i 


♦-Represents natations unsupported 'by Anger prints. 


cases where they, do not appear* - i 

, Ann ' -*r. l>1 K7 1 * * ~ 


IPO 7—2157"" 


• j k . J * * • ’ . t , : 

•' "page ’ ' B, our ’file- < y : V _ 

, i!ereh: 11 * 19S6*. 

A 

it " ' 

OONTIlIB'aTOit 0> * P . 
* y; iTINOEKPRlNTS/ 

7 HAXm AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED ' 

•V , . " ^ J 

.CHARGE 



?£,' mia» *-■?**. 


m f Albany, K*Y# 


Glncizmbi',. 

Ohio- 


Harry B* 

Mfeto,, 1 • • 
diaseo: B*. R. 
Killer, Barry 
Z' jmm&r, " r , ■. 
#ioi?i s, 

y . . 

Bayr^ E. XfolflLf&Qn, 
oM&mj Jfe^rsc- ; 

A, ' 

$¥&y/ > 

j Tfei^enieok, ■ Barry' 
n’radoBliy,' ' '. . • 

#3640.4,' ;. • 

A «• Barry , 

XV f , , frost Albany j 
attempt to: .©©asslt 1? 

Barry SOViefera, . 
ali&o* - Barry E. ■ • 
lToVi<&sr, $S&4?5, 


1*8 -so ' - ett#p* - larceny - 
R fc S*G. ,-' - 


3*8-35 Gtt, burglary 

..;■ “' , ; 8r& deg*.;. . 


c©ab, tp Co. B3&. 7 r 


fxm&i reioired 13-8-3? Albany Go. S?fm. , 
3$,, to cataro & tQSti.of X-’yeor ©a , ok&rgo Of .' 
ygiary Syil Sea. ; ;rol. by esjv of coat*. '• 


12-5-31 : cusp* ■ paraoa ** :• 

fe'ioss?*- 
of bur&Lar*© * 

'•• ;' ' ; tools 5 - ,. •;;- - , '■ 


plead, guiXtyV ©eat. 
to SP>. .Coltabuo, 
Ohio - east. Euop, 

- & plaoa&oA prpb, . - 
6"gS— 38 vio p yyob* 

V spat.- &r4eroi , .’ 
into ‘ e&oeUfciosu . ' 


# • . f - _ - 

Hi, Goitr&fcus, Ohio •• , , ■ Barry KoTiokens, : 

. nliasi Harry S. 

• ; ../'•• 

■BP't Colmbm, Ohio Earryi. rioyicHoyo, 

."v '’ ;* y ■ // . -«£$&$$&:. Barry ' 

".‘''J -.- Boon Ketioisoro,. " ;/■ 

■ 7. ■ **.* "• \ ■ Mmsr ®3e$. ' - ' • ■•, ; 

.y ^Hekora-,- ,G©o. . 

■ ;' . * : ■' :y y- Mb ffo&tikcari Bon •’ 

: y . '■■ ■ ■ • .' . •:";•/ #63664,, .': ., 

- Bittoburghjf,' SW ••-Barry poco 

' r r . ' fcoTiekero;, B* R, - 
,y '- ;. " Billon*’ ’Barry -•. . 

•’■’■ , - p- y "’ Soco Bcyiekor, ’yy 

y V •. , -'ihrxy ,-p; ; 


6-4-3.°. - Burglary ?Bol4 iaizm -t? Cinoiisati, 

for Oisciimati, Ohio , .6-0-36.' 

. . ’ OBio); - ... •’ ' 

-6-23*30' 'pO#». l)»s»^Ley?|r-.- - ' . 1 - to' 5 - 3 ^ 3 ,' «•* ••-•-. 
• ■ • -faErissi ■ ■ ?*18^3S parolo^ 


■ 0-B-I® , ' JiateX -saeak- thief . 



/ ) _ A 

./Page 3 , <ra* file - ■ 


JSwJjfc 11 , 1936 . 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


' NAME AND NUMBER 



ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED • 





.DISPOSITION 


terglasy anS 
lejKjcajr- . ■- 


k dosoripvlon of tBif? individual appeas’ia^ on 
iioeimatl. . Ohlos , 

stale $ age, 48 years; 'bulla* well} 
acted > cofiplexioo, tork'j hate, d£3& 

DO poaoaej . ey©a* cheateuli; v&d<x®nm t / 

plo.co, Bs{forfl, Pe, ; Scare duo marks* • .‘ ' 
i te&es? ie|f% eje «. male op sigifti ckeaiy. 



♦ jRepfesent&notationSimsupported by fingerprints. V 


For cQmpletiori bf our records, please supply dispositions, to this Bureau in any of tlie forego ing. cases 'where tliey do hot appear, 


G1‘ o • 7—215/ 






J&HN EDGAR HOOVER 

, » DIRECTOR 


V A 

! X r . 


J^ral bateau of SnSeotiaatW. 

department of Suffice 


©Slassfimgton, 53. c. 


rtl • -Satin S”? 18 ? transcnpfc,oj; the record, _|iidudidg : the most, recently Reported data, as' shorvn.in the files of 
the federal Bureau of Investigation concerning ou? 1 iixanl^err „ ' * t ' ' ; 'v . ~ ’ 


• V' 




CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGKRFRINTS , 




*■ 1 


ISOM 


CHAR OR 


J. E. IIoover, Director. 


■' DISPOSITION 


PB. Dfiteoit, mch« 


SF», ITadliaoK, t&efe 


?ao», w* 


a5tpa.a% 


Bl, lT©tr-Orlea|Ki| 

la* 


aafi warded 


.H?» /atgojea.' 

Calif. - 




B>* San Erar t cisQ0 t | 
Calif* . 


m l? 


FBV'Biiytoaj, 


*»•. $** louis, m 


Aartta x&.33$nt r / 

§WU^l.-/ - 

alias os i&a 

Isftsa.t J?q1> 

i^pas-lo , 


r*TnT*i 


[•)«»*)«*] 















*• *0$*% if 


S&'./SW 


iw.mts. m.‘ 
StejRF - . . ' . 





; - 'XZ/IZ/W te*' . 


"■ -$ 2 S': 

. ’. ., .-'_■ , ... - ••£§S 7 » 


', A, . ' **'*.♦• ,V i ■ ' - * a < *• - . *, Represents notations unsuppof ted by fingerprint. y4 *. ? . ' \ ^ ^ 

‘ ‘ ~ ; -For completion of our records, please supply .dispositions to this Bureau in any o^the ioxOgoing^ ckse^Vhm they do not appear 

' - - ' " ' '*• - ‘ ' ’ *•' * r> ' ■' ’ '' • -V >"F 'L ‘ ■. * *'> ' ' - ‘ *jt* • < T-^1S7 




















;Page 


KOrm, 6a 


contributor of 

E$TGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 




b.S. ' 


I ?S* Bod tost, Hass. 


PD*. <Uay6Xaija, . 
OMo 


" PD».SiBSii'%aDD, 
Pla* • 


PC,; Stoev^osrt, 

IS s J 

- •* ■ ■ .. - • - - . : 



' . % ' 1 , *' * - * Represents no tatibn^Wsupported.by ffngerprlntsi * . / . ‘ , H \ ’ ' ' - 

For completion of our records, please supply dispositions to this Bureau in Any of the foregoing Cases tvhele they do not appear. 

< ^ ’* ;; ’ . ' ; / -•.? *. ! ’ ~V f - ... * ' V v . *• - 'y ^ v *v° ' * 7—216? 








Mghvmi Itermt of Jutregtiplton 

M. 0. Steparintent nf Uuatirr 

Waihingtoa Field Office, Room 5252 
Washington, D. 0. 

March 10$ 1926 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U. S.- Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


He: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS - MISCELLANEOUS - ^ 

- The ft of §225 from Mr. Courtney RffLey 
^Cooper, Raleigh Hotel, wash., D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Kindly furnish the known criminal record of the following: 

Approximate date Fin- 

• City, Police ger prin ts forwarded Fingerprint 

' Arrest •, or Other Federal Bureau of In- Classifica- 

Name (inc, aliases) Number » vestigatioii. tion. 


Mary Frances 
■ Honeycutt 


Wash. PD 46141 




Harry Eseo McVicker Wash. PD 17967 
Edward Albert Black Wash. PD 440.^6 >0" ^ 

a , 

RECORDED* 


i JJr. & j S'A 


Please furnish the photographs and descriptions of the above ’ ' *''' 
individuals. Expedited ! . ^ 

Wtkt — 


f»\£ 

'j 





ImuE 


Very truly yours, 



IEN:DT Agent in Charge,’ 

63-3324 u ER £|' ( .J jS UNCLAS - 

DAI 





X ik&jght y&vt b& 4ntep.00tM tn the enclosed 
clipping concerning the leas of a. £2600 mezmoft %>J Senates? 
Glass' at the EaXeigh Hotel* - ■ 



r< % 7 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


March 9-36 


Dear Clyde: 


Will you be good enough to ask Ed Tamm to get the following 
information air mail from Tommy Sisk: 

.h Any and all person reminiscences about the smoothness 
i /-and cleverness 'of Bla Bla the Bl ackman o therwise 
igoretti-v - - -- ■ 1 

A description of the scene in police headquarters 
New York when Bla Bla, upon the arrest of some minor 
f figures in automobile thievery, dilated upon how the m 

Federal forces were working without result how they p 

were catching the small fry but had missed the brains c 

of the crowd and how they should go after the highers-up. S 

fe 

Any interesting incidents of the long chase for 
him and anything interesting about how he covered his £ 

activity. £ 


Did he have political pull? Was he hooked up with 
.gang elements? 

In other words, I would like as good a personal picture 
with any idiosyncracies or -characteristics that Sisk 
could give me. _ 




Sameae/er 


ftUlWOR^TJCN COINED 


m IS imCLftSSIHED 

• J— i ^ 1 i v » r\\/A »ii f 


DATE-i^ 




i ’ ’ 


RECORDED & INDEXED 


MAR 2 1 1936 


FEDERAL BURFAU OF \4 ?TIG*i iCH 
MhH IS 1936 i 9 -**. 
i^S. Differ Mj/l Uf ,«UST»CE 









is r* rw 


g&isttm n£ ^nfesiujitfintt 

p. £. -Separtateni of 3«sit« 

P. 0. Box #64 
Buffalo, New York 


] Hiv ko.3:3,.K;.« 
* !,'*♦ r?' :‘;L'Ya3n 
CS/cC C2e£tx* — 

L/i. i - »»«»..» 

t>. cv 

«... 

12s?* Io.t,’«K3Su 


i 


;• 2fo» 


March 16th, 19S6 || L ^^ 


j! ZZr. tousa 

ij KSr* ^srauy-... 

ji iiilc-D i&jatly*, 
n 

3 -M. 


Director . . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


yn i ' 

• X am. enclosing herewith clippi 
which I believe Ly be of prrtic^ar mteresi to «• Bureeu. 

Ercerpt from t^jjfflsase^^^»^ y^{^ S6 
end SAW.» regarding speech given ^ <t fe S ^f^^ J . S M on. 

°«/U/bf -?1 e^g^ rS-Sy^-oper. 

Escerpt from aspect 

and the Rochester fe iony to feign kidnapping, 

+o a -nronosed law making it a xeiony 
refeS particularly to the Milne case. 

Very truly yours 



? 



' ,|B. 3. Sackett 
Spe'cial Agent in Charge 


/ 


- ^ 


a 


k a«W'S 0 ?4S W ®r^ 




,ED L2 zM&£z 2 jM . a 

m FLDE.BAL ElhiFA*’ OF 1HV S I*- At H 


RECORDED 

& 

1 FtDEHAt 


MAR 20133? 


U. s. u J j 


Tgr 


* /*" 

/v ?„ / 
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SYRACUSE (N.Y.) HERALD 
3/12/36 


t ormerbr-Man 
To Give Talk 
On Thursday 


| Courtney Ryley Cooper to 
f Speak in Temple Society 
, of Concord 

COurtney Ryley cooped, attthor, lec- 
turer and former Federal Investigator, 
will spe^k in Temple Society 6 f Con- 
cord, at University Avenue tnd Madi- 
son Street, next Thursday night at 8 
o’clock. 4 

Mr. cooper is the “second speaker 
In a series of lectures sponsored by 
the synagogue. The first was ' Dr. 
Morris Fishbein. Rabbi BenJ&mln 
Friedman will introduce the speaker; 

M Xn his lecture/’ said Rabbi Fried- 
man, "Mr. Cooper gives excerpts from 
his .personal experience during a 
period of 25 years in which he has 
studied crime. He has not only 
worked in close connection with J. 
Edgar Hoover bn many important 
cases, but is also a personal friend 
of Mr. Hoover’s and haS ah intimate 



COURTNE? RYLEY COOPER 


knowledge of his methods of com- 
bating erime.. 

'"Mr. Cooper, having had a great 
deal of experience with the workings 
of the criminal mind, gives a very 
interesting discourse on the under- 
ground railroad used by criminals; 
the causes of crirfie and the remedy 
for the situation which now exists; 
the necessity of changing the present 
methods of dealing with criminals 
and why police methods fail, and the 
inside story of the workings of G- r7 
men." !£- 




SYRACUSE CN.Y.) HERALD 
S/lS/36 


Crime Increase Is Blamed 
On Political Greediness 




(J 

Politics is chiefly responsible for 
the increase of crime in the United 
States, in the opinion of Courtney 
Ryley Cooper, noted author. 

Mr. Cooper, who spoke Thursday 
night at the Temple Society of Con- 
cord on “G-Men and 10.000 Public 
Enemies,” declared, ^'tbe best friend 
of the criminal is always the legis- 
lator.” 

“There is only one possible solu- 
tion,” he said, “and that is for the 
average citizen to wake up to the fact 
that he is a sucker. The criminal in- 
sists on getting paid for his votes. 
He offers a block of three or four 
thousand votes if the politician will 


dp what he can to obtain a parole for 
one of his friends. 

“The average citizen must insist on 
getting paid for his vote. He must get 
the price of decency. When the voters 
begin to howl, things happen.” 

Another contributing factor' to 
crime, he said is. the ease with which 
criminals obtain firearms.^ Hundreds 
of weapons are stolen* from National 
Guard armories, he asserted. 

“Sixty-five per cent of the persons 
killed in the United States last year 
were killed with United States Army 
.45 caliber automatics. The govern- 
ment automatic is the criminal’s fa- 
vorite weapon.” 




# * 

Jfcbml Ifomut of Jmwisttgatimt 

. 1. 0. apartment nf Suaito 
Washington Field Office, Em. 5252, 
Washington , D . C . 


March 14 , 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR.TOLSON 


EE: THEODORE W; KIDDER 



In keeping with your request, I have reviewed 
the filling er case and the only information obtainable 
with regard to Theodore Kidder is furnished herewith 
in the attached memorandum. 






'RECORDED COPY FILED ffl is * pi r /77 


According to the files in the Dillinger case, Theodore • / 

W. Kidder was also known as Tom Kidder, who resided in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He was a paint and ammunition salesman. There is nothing 
in the file to show any direct connection between Lester Joseph Gillis, 
John Paul Chase and Kidder* It is shown, however, that in February,1934 
Helen Gillis was very ill in a hospital in San Francisco, Calif orniaj 
that after recovering from this illness, during the latter part of Feb- 
ruary, 1934, Helen Gillis and Lester Gillis proceeded to St. Paul in an 
Essex Terroplane Sedan. They wer# followed by John Paul Chase, Mary*- 
Gillis, who is the sister of Lester. Gillis and Ronald Gillis, who is the 
son of Lester Gillis. They first took lodging at the Commodore Hotel 
in Minneapolis and then the said parties moved to Apartment #106, at 
1325 West 27th Street, Minneapolis,Minnesota. 

* ¥ 

The murder of Theodore W. Kidder occurred at Excelsior and 
Broadway Avenues, Minneapolis at 10:40 P.M.March 4> 1934* 

It is significant to note that the Essex Sedan, bearing 
California license plates, 6-H-475 was driven away from the scene by 
individuals who committed the murder of Kidder. 

It is also to be noted that 1934 California license plates 
6-H-475 were issued to James Rogers of San Francisco, California. James 
Rogers is known to be an alias of Lester Gillis. These plates were issued 
for a 1934 Hudson Sedan, motor #30300 which automobile was purchased by 
Lester Gillis in San Francisco, California* The car was . pur chased with ' 
the assistance -of John Paul Chase. • ; 

It is also interesting to note that Lester Gillis and John 
Paul Chase abandoned tEeir apartment at 1325 West 27th Street, Minneapolis 
at 2:00 A.M., March 5, 1934> which was only shortly after the murder of 
Kidder; 






(JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Jfefrmdl ^vtvem of ^nfresftgaftmr 

33. M. ©eparimcid of justice 
AR:AM ^ r 

piasljmgiott, C. 

March 14, 1936. 


Mr. Nathnn 

Mr. To] son 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Sir. Coffey ... 

Sir. Edwards 

Sir. Egan 

j Mr. Foacworth.- 
t Sir. Harbo 


Mr. Joseph . 
Mr. Keith 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAKMy j 

A search of the files of this Bureau wiii^reference to the eirc 
stances surrounding the murder of T heodore W. -Kidder failed to disclose 1 
actual facts. Therefore, I obtained from the Congressional Library the i 
stance of the killing, as reflected in the "Minneapolis Tribune" of Marcl 
1934- ' 


f Mr. tester 

[ Sir. Quinn 

1 Mr. Schilder. 
* < ‘lirTamm ... 

*i Tracy 

i UbcrE Gandy.. 

:ft -5-, 


The newspaper item indicates that a gang trailed Kidder from the time 
that he left the residence of T. H. Comfort, 2917 Forty-third Avenue, Minne- 
apolis, where he arrived earlier in the day, at 5:00 P. M., to attend a birth- 
day party. He departed from the Comfort home at 10:20 P. M., accompanied by 
Mrs. Kidder and her mother, Mrs. Effie Duxbury. Mrs. Duxbury stated that she 
saw a car following Mr. Kidder immediately after they departed from this 
residence and that this car had California license plates on it; that as she 
was sitting in the back of the Kidder car, she looked through the rear window, 
between Lyndal and Hennepin Avenues on Lake Street, and noticed the car, con- 
taining five men. Immediately thereafter this automobile swung alongside 
Kidder's car and attempted to force Mr. Kidder to run the car into the curb. 
However, the cars did not touch and Mr. Kidder continued on, after maneuvering 
out of this attempted collision. He proceeded west along Lake Street to 
Excelsior Boulevard. The car containing the five men followed behind. Kidder 
resided at 4355 Alabama Avenue and inasmuch as these men were following him, 
he drove around the block and stopped at a cafe at the intersection of 
Brookside Avenue and Excelsior Boulevard. He parked his car alongside the 
curb, got out of it, and talked to the men in the car which had followed and 
which had come to a stop directly behind his car. Mrs. Kidder and Mrs. 

Duxbury got out of the car also and followed Mr. Kidder. Mrs. Duxbury 
noticed a weapon poked through one of the open windows of the gangsters’ 
car and immediately thereafter three shots were fired in rapid succession. 

Two of them hit Kidder in the abdomen. The women screamed and shouted at 
the men, "What have you done?"' One of the men replied, "Keep your damn 
mouth shut or I’ll let you have it too." The gangsters’ car was put in 


reverse, backed up a few feet, and then sped away in the direction of 
Minneapolis. Kidder was picked up by a man who was iri-l'hft- irm._,and was 
carried away from the scene. , re00 RDED ' / f ^ — — 5" 

This, in .substance, is the information concerning this incident ~~ 


Respectfully , JVI AH 17 1938 


HER® b j pi B Si 


OOSt MW® 

SsW 


19 i 935 



A. Rosen. 


' : > OurJusnCE 


FILE 


recorded copy filed in 4a- a?777 
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Jfeiterai Ikxxtm nf 

HI. 0. S^artwent at Sustm' 
Washington Field Office, Em. 5253, 
Washington, D. 0. 

March 17, 1936. 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. c. 



EE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

TH EFT OF &225 FROM COURTNEY R UBY 
°C00PER, RALEIGH HOTEL, WASHINGTON, 
Dear Sir: D. C. 


In, continuing the investigation in Instant case, it 
has become necessary in order to maintain a proper surveillance 
of the hotel, to have Agents from this office registered in this 
hotel under assumed names for the purpose of properly observing 
the activities of any unknown individuals in this building. 

Accordingly, Special Agent J. H. Heilker Is registered 
in the above hotel using the assumed Aame of J. H^Huff of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. He is registered in iroom 1001. Special Agent 
W. M, Morris is registered as W. M«$Martin from New York City 
and is occupying^room 301. Speciax Agent V/. W. Fisher is regis- 
tered as W.Wowl er of Omaha, Nebraska and is occupying worn 

262. 


It might be stated here that Mr. E. C. Owen, manager of 
the Raleigh Hotel, has advised that upon the completion of the 
surveillance by the above Agents, the expenses of the rooms for 
them will be borne by the Hotel. 

Before these Agents were placed in the above Hotel, this 
matter was discussed with Mr. Tamm of the Bureau by Special 
Agent I. 2J. Nitschke of this office. 


Yery truly yours, 



m^RGi* 


March 18, 19/6. 

• . : ' - •• wr 


FOE ml *mmM* 


> ■ .. 0tth Regard to thffibookS 1 , ordered through ,•/*•'* • 

'the Dopartffie&tj this is to. advice that Ifr* 1 Holland of the' 
Supply Division informs Be th&t the bids were opened 
this afternoon and awarded to the Byme Company, The / ^ , ‘ 
company has already sept out telegrams to the; Boston- and . ■ 

'Hew York companies end there is a likelihood that 24 copi $$■.>-..• 
o£ Mr* Corey* s book will be received It to tomorrow ;ehd Mr*? 
Cooper hook the following day.- ■: A . ‘ '... •; 


-"1,' ; '•• • .Hr# Holland statod that; ^.t , the ..utmost thb books 

till .be here dhd available for the Bureau ’ witliih at least two • • 
days,; . ‘ '. :. . .' \ * . • • - /aa . / ... V-.J; 

; ; • \ Heepectfully^ } .VV '/ a ” - 
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IISggA?, BUREAU OF INVESTlMJlON 


♦ 


«oora 5744 




1936. 


To: 


j^lDirector 

Mr. Nathan 

_Mr. Clegg 

Mr . Tamm 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Douglas 

Miss Gandy 

Mr . Tracy 

Mr . Renneherge 

_Mr. Joseph 

Personnel File 

Files Section 

Communications 

Miss Sheaf fer 



Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Baughman . 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards .... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . . 

Mr. Bar bo 

Mr. Joseph 
Mr, Keith,, 

Mr. Lesl 
Mr, 


See Me 



For Appropriate Action 


Send File Note and Return 
of Mr. Coopers typewriter etc. 



Clyde 'Tolson 


’ v * ; ' / - v* ; ' k* i »' /' A J 
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CHARACTER OR CASE. 
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March 20, 1936. 



-MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T0LS0N 


The article prepared by C ourtney Ryley hooper entitled 
‘ Crim e" . has been reviewed by Special Agent K. R. Mclntire, 
who is familiar with all the facts of this case, and the only 
correction suggested, in addition to those suggested by Mr. Joseph’s 
Office, is on page 1 % paragraph 6, which reads "Here she comes, 
answered the agent;" It is suggested that this sentence be changed 
to read "Here she comes, answered Nelson’s Sgent" . 

It is thought that some of the readers of this article 
might become confused by the present wording and feel that one of 
the Agents of the Bureau was in some way involved in this matter. 

This suggestion is made only to clarify a statement which might 
otherwise lead to confusion. 




Respectfully, 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 
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Jjeirmtl y&vxzmx xsi ^ttfesdtgairmt 

pL £§>. ^Eparintcni of ^Justice 

piasljmgfan, <E. 

March 17, 1936. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 
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The article "Agent for Crime" prepared by 
Courtney Ryley Cooper, has been reviewed, and it is note- 
worthy that this draft is far superior to the one submitted | . 

previously. There are several points, however, which are 
questioned and noted as follows: 

Page 6, paragraph 2 — It is questioned whether or 
not it can be definitely said. that Nelson killed Theodore W 
Kidder. He was suspected of having committed this murder. 

Page 8, paragraph 3 — Reference- is made to the 
bloody upholstering in the automobile which was used for 
the disposal of the body of Frisch, and the disposing of 
the car in that condition is questioned. 

Page 16, paragraph 4 — "This, if you must know, 
is one of the secrets of success in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation." The tone of this sentence may be a bit 
offensive to someone that might just be looking for an 
opportunity to make derogatory remarks against the Director. 

Page 16, paragraph 7 — The explanation of the 
manner in which the agents developed the lead to place a 
plant at the Herman son’s at Lake Geneva, perhaps is the 
best way of bringing out the fact that there was a plant 
at Lake Geneva, since Sally Bachman, the person through 
whom it was developed that there might be a chance that 
Nelson would show up at this place, is at liberty at this 
time. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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p mmn of 
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March 25, 1936. 


Time - 10:10 A.M. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


5 “ ' 


Re: Theft of $200 from Courtney. 

Ryle^Cooger^ at Raleigh Hotel. 


I Mr. Nathan 

| Mr. Tolson. k?. 
Air. Baughman _ 
Chief Clerk 


j Mr. Tamm 
| Air. Tracy..., 
Alioa Gandy., 


During a telephonic conversation which I had -with Special 
Agent Guy Hot tel at the Washington Field Office, I inquired as to the 
status of the above entitled matter. 


Mr. Clegg ] 

Air. Coffey ... 1 

Air. Edwards j 

Air. Egan j 

Air.' Foxworth . j 

Air. Harbo j 

. Air. Joseph 

Air. Keith ! 

&j Air. XtOBter : 

V Air. Q mrrp _____ j 

t Air, Schilder.. s 


Mr. Hottel said that there have been no developments, and 
the plant which was being maintained has been discontinued. He said 
that they have had their Agents tied up on so many specials that 
they had just been unable to assign anyone to this matter to work 
actively on it. 

I pointed out to Mr. Hottel that it would appear under the 
circumstances that the only way in which we are going to solve this 
matter is through the means of the plant; that, at least, this 
possibility exists, and we should by all means exhaust the possibilities 
which exist in the case before dropping the investigation. 

Mr. Hottel said that this would he borne in mind, and when 
they get their special work up to date, this plant will be installed 
again and further investigation conducted. 


Respectfully, 






THE EDITOR’S bFFICE 
THE^AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
NEW YORK 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 


March 23, 1936 



Indeed, it was nice of you to send me the 
photostatic copies of articles from the Milwaukee Journal 
and the Kansas City Journal relative to the first article 
in the series. I have read them with interest. 

I am glad that you are pleased with the response 
to this first one. And I am sure that our readers are go ing s to 
find the subsequent pieces equally as interesting. 
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Naturally I am pleased that you liked the little description 
of my trip through the Bureau, which I used as a radio talk, I make four 
records each month for use by some 200 small radio stations throughout 
the country, and the script which you saw was used for one of these 
programs. Of course there is no way of estimating the number of people 
who hear any given program, but from past experience I should say it is 
very large. 
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The responses to the first article in your series, that on 
"Ma" Barker, are just beginning to come in, and I am sure you will be glad 
to hear they are very pleasing, I think Coop told you after I left you 
that we decided the thing to do in those series was not to handle criminals 
who are already widely exploited in newspapers, hut to take single figures; 
persons behind the guns of crime without whom the twigger men could not 
operate, and without whom there could be no such thing as organized crime* 
"Ma" Barker and Moran, of course, are excellent examples. And I have every 
hope that the subsequent figures in the series will be equally impressive* 


You will remember that last year I asked you to be my guest 
at the Annual Dinner and Show at the Dutch Treat Club, which is to New York 
what the Gridiron Spring Dinner is to Washington* At that time you were 
pretty well tied up* I hope this year you will be free and can be with 
us. The dinner is to be given on Friday, April 3, and unless I hear from 

you to the contrary I shall reserve a seat for you at mv table. If „ 

Mr. Tolson can come also, I shall be delighted* 


RSeORDED & JNEElgM 


Ij5 l 3. / Iff 


Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of. Investigation 
U* S* Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C* 


Since 


:ral bureau if investigation 




'Sumner Blossom\ 


P. M. 
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Mr. Nathar 
Mr. Tolson 
^Mr. Baagm 
Chief Clerb 
Mr. Clegg.. 
Mr. Coffey . 
Mr. Edwardl 
Mr. Egan.., 



Thermopolis , Wyoming 
April 2, 1936 


J Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of investigation 
Washington, I ) C (R 

Bear Mr. Hoover: (j 

Recently at the request of) Judge Percy W.ilMetz of thiss ju- 
dicial district I read Mr.<>Cooper’s AT en Thou sand Pub lie 
■Enemies." When the gangsters are hunched up under a single 
cover it looks like a joh hig enough for the army and navy. 
Our ¥yoming people ^appreciate the* neatness and. dispatcli witn 
which you clean up these pests when the legal shakles are 
removed. 

One old timer here, taking the mineral water treatments, 
wouldn’t think of hanging a cattle rustler 'himself , hut 
who can recall the dates and incidents of many such events, 
is so enthusiastic over the work of your department that 
he refers to it as the cleanest of the federal goverijment. 

Judge Metz has requested the sheriffs and other law enforce- 
ment officers of his district to read Mr. 'Cooper's hook. 

I know nothing at all about your work, hut it seems to me 
that you are doing a mighty good joh of it. Out here we 
are wishing more power to you. 



Mr. Foxwor| 
Mr. Harbo 
Joseph. » 
Mr. Keith. ... 
Mr. Lester.. 
Mr. Quinn... 
Mr. Schilder| 
Mr. Tamm. 
Mr. Tracy.. 
Miss Gandy J 






Respect fully^ours , 

Chas. jfjBangefrt 
Thermopolis, Wyoming 
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literal 'Euram of 

p, 0 $. ^bpariraeni of justice 

Washington Field Office, Boom 5252 
Washington, D. C* 

April 10, 1936. 




Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. G. 



Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 

Thef* 0 of~$2^5_fromJtr._Courtney 
.Raleigh Hotel, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the reports of Special Agent I. E. Nitschke, 
Washington, D. C., dated March 19, 1936 and March 31, 1936. 

Of recent date, Mr. Tamm of , the Bureau- requested that a continua- 
tion of the surveillance at the Raleigh Hotel, Washington',.. D. C., be main- 
tained for the purpose of observingany. individual who might be responsible 
for the theft in instant ease. At the time Mr. Tamm made this request, he 
suggested that Special Agents M. E. Guinea, of the Bureau, and R. P. Burruss, 
of this office, be used in maintaining this surveillance, and that an addi- 
tional agent from this office assist them. 

Due to the fact- that Special Agent Gumea was not in Washington, 
having been called as a witness in court, and the fact that Special Agent 
Burruss was on a special assignment, it has been impossible to date to comply 
with Mr. Tamm , s request, The extreme shortage of agents in this office has 
made it impossible to substitute other agents for those mentioned above. 

To date, apparently all investigative leads have been exhausted 
with the exception of the possible interview with night watchman Smedley of 
the Raleigh Hotel. Night watchman Smedley has not been interviewed and will 
not be interviewed until an expression can be obtained from the Bureau in 
this respect. 




It has been 
of the Raleigh Hotel, 
date. 



IEN:CS 

62-3324 


ascertained in the office of Mr. E. 0. Owen, manager 
that no thefts have occurred in the hotel of- recent 
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^Sttmnt of ^ntesixgdtvaxi 

^jBepteiment of Uusitcc 

Washington Field Office, Room 5252., 
Washington, D. C. 

April 15, 1936. 


PA 


Mr. Kathan 

Xvlr. Tola on.. ... 

Mr. BaaghrA&J 
Chief Clerk {O 
Sir, Clegg J 
Sir. Coffey | 

Sir. Edwards J 

Sir. Egan. 

Mr. Fosworth . 

Sir. Harbo 

Sir. Jc3Gph — 

Mr. Keith 

Sir. Eester, 

Sir. 





l£3l! 

fI2r. Tracy. 

I Miss Gaudy.. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL . 

Re ; UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

COURTNEY RYLE yQcOOPE R. 
BfiLBIGH HOTEL, WASHINGTON, 

D. C. 


Dear Sir? 


PBease he advised that in continuing the 
surveillance at the Raleigh Hotel in the above captioned 
case, the room number of Special Agent. Gurnea is now 207, 
and he is continuing to be registered under the name of 
Willard C.^fForsyth of San Francisco. 

Very truly yours, 



M. KEITH, 

Special Agent in Charge e 


GHjAM 

62-3324 


declassified by |^-^' 
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. P» ^eparlntetti of justice 

Yfeshington Field Office, Room 52521, 
Washington, D. C. 

April 13, 1936. 




Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington , D.-C. 




Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Baughman. 
Chief Clark. 

* 

'• Edwards . 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Fosworth.. 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Joaapii 

Mr. Koith 

£r. Lester. 

Mr. Quinn,, 

Mr. Ec 

Tamm J 
Mr. Tracy... 
MIco Candy. 

PERSONAL AMD CQNF^EMTI.AL 

Re: Unknown Subjects; 

Theft of #225 from. Mr. Courtney 

^^sST’^SKi^'Hbtel, 

Yfashington, D. C. 


Dear Sir; 

In continuing the investigation in instant case and for the 
purpose of maintaining a surveillance at the Raleigh Hotel, Washington, 
D. C., please be advised that Special Agent M. E. Gurnea of the Bureau 
and Special Agent R. P. Burruss of the Washing! on Field Office have 
registered in the above hotel on this date under the following assumed 

'g.e-'-l 

j Special Agent Gurnea is registered in room 925 as W. C. 

orsyth of San Francisco, California. 


Special Agent Burruss is registered in room 429 as C. W. 
'^Pannill of Norfolk, Virginia. 

Very truly yours. 


IEN:ECS 

62-3324 



r. M. KEITH, 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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Jeb&cal of ( 3 n 6 estt^afum 

51 * JP. ^bparhuetti o£ justice 

Washington Field Office, Room 5252, 
Washington, D. C. 

April 16, 1936. 


Mr. Nathxm ...?C JL_. 
Sir. Toloon.. 


Mr. Baushroa 
Chief Clerk.. 


Mr. Cle££_ — 
Sir. Coffey .... 
‘ Hr, Edwards . 


I Hr. Forworth . 
I Sir. Harho 


> E2r. Joseph 

! ISr. Keith ^ 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


j Mr. Lsster-^Z 

} | Sir* Q ni 


Sir. Ocfc# 


ji Mj/^Eraey 

I^Hso Gandy — 


PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


UNKNOWN .SUBJECTS ; 


Theff_Ojf _02^5_fr.gm _ 0 our tney 
R ylev^Coo.ne r . Rale i gh Hotel, 
Washington, D. 0. 


Dear Sir: 

hjj This is to advise you that Special Agent R. P. Burruss who has 

^ been stopping at the Raleigh Hotel, Washington,.D. C. , under the assumed 
«| nam e of C. W. Pannill of Norfolk, Virginia, has been withdrawn from that 
jR hotel. I 

bv Special Agent H. R. Duffy of this office is now registered in 

Sk room 429 at the Raleigh Hotel under the assumed name of George L^Hopkins 
of Chicago, Illinois. 

I Please be advised that Special Agent M. E. Gurnea of the Bureau 

who is stopping at the Raleigh Hotel, Washington, D. C., under the assumed 
*} name of W. C. Forsyth of San Francisco, California, is now in room 207, 
having moved to this room from room 925. 


. M „, e „ sy 




Very truly yours. 


IEN:ECS 

62-3324 


-'V ' Vi y^dch 

U M. KEITH, • 

'Special Agent in Charge. 
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THE PENTHOUSE 
TWELVE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 


Sunday- 


Dear Clyde : 


/ I have just received notification that 

the^M xhibit st uff for the cruise is on the way to me . 

It occurs to me that a few examples of moulage 

work would be much appreciated and of great interest 

something about which a story could be told. I can pipe 
up a good story about an apple with a bite taken out of it . 
Any kind of a gun can be Dillinger's gun, and so forth and 


so on. 


I will leave it up to you as to wh at t o send. But inasmuch 


as this stuff is so unheard of with/the general public, 


I am sure it will make a great hi 


Same 



Am hoping to get at your speech tonight. My desk is 
5 stacked pretty high after a hectic week in Trenton. 


REOOJRDED 

& 

APR 22 1 936 
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FcDlrai ~mr::au of investigation 

! .APR 21 1936a.m. 
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With reference to the letter from Mr. Courtney Byley Cooper 
dated April 17, 1936, and the news story relative to the above named 
subject written by him, the following comments are made: 



K 


Charles McNally was Vice President and General Manager of the 
F. A. Russo and Company, Incorporated, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York City; 
this is a photostating and printing firm. 



An examination of the Bureau files discloses that at the McNal l y 
trial it was brought out that he was the treasurer of a businessmen’s 
luncheon club, and that he was an officer in an American Legion Post. The 
names of the club and veteran’s association are not contained in the files. 



With reference to the car belonging to a member of the family 
of James Walker, former mayor of New York City, concerning which Mr. Cooper 
inquires in his letter and to which reference is made on page 13, line 8 
of his article, it has been impossible to ascertain definitely any infor- 
mation relative to this car from the Bureau files in the absence of more 
definite information regarding the make of car and the name of the owner. 

In the memorandum of March lCs>', 1936, submitted by Special Agent T. H. Sisk 
it is stated that one of the victims of Vigorito’s salesmen was ex-Mayor 
Jimmy Walker’s sister from whom a $3,000 sedan was recovered. Mr. Cooper 
states that this car was stolen and shipped to Norway. If the information 
furnished by Agent Sisk is correct, the car was not, of course, shipped 
out of the country. 


y 


X 


Mr. Cooper asks the nature of the relationship between the Franzo 
brothers and Gabriel Vigorito. An examination of the Bureau files fails 
to indicate any relationship. However, Mr. William N. Havens of the Automobile 
Underwriters Detective Bureau, 1 Liberty Street, New York City, in a memo- 
randum to the Director dated November 2, 1934 y advises— fha^^-A/^Igorito-l-s— a j 

brother-in-law to Joseph and Henry Franzo. • ^ ^ ^ 

RECORDED < H- !. r r 7?’ 


J£ SSHCL> 



MAR 31 



FILE 


Mi*. Tamm 
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April 20, 1936. 


On page 9 of Mr. Cooper’s manuscript the statement is made at 
line 8 that Vigorito employed gangsters as spies in the motor agencies of 
New York and Brooklyn. The files do not show that any known gangsters 
were so employed. However, in Agent Sisk’s memorandum of March 16, 1936, 
the statement is made that Vigorito did have contacts with certain 
individuals in these concerns which were invaluable for the use made of 
them by Vigorito. 


On page 10 of the manuscript, Mr. Cooper states that the story 
offered by salesmen in disposing. of stolen cars was to the effect that a 
big motor company was in financial difficulty and possessed a number of 
high-priced cars which had hardly been off the floor; the entire stock 
had to be sold at a great sacrifice because it needed money so badly. The 
/ji\ files disclose that the story was to the effect that certain European 
' M ] concerns had canceled contracts with the motor company because of the 
\J depression, and also because of the depression the company could not dispose 
of them as new cars so the factories permitted the sale as used cars, and 
in order to make the cars appear used approximately 1,000 miles would be 
placed on them before the sale. 


On page 13, line 6, it is stated that a stolen car was shipped 
jL -fes the Amt or g Trading Company of Soviet Russia. According to the summary 
/ Kjj report in the case, the shipment was made by the AwJ&. Derutra Corporation, 
\J 261 Fifth Avenue, New York City; this concern is a subsidiary of the 
Amtorg Corporation. On page 13, line 7 Urumaehi should be Urumchi. 



On page 15 > line 18, it is stated that large numbers (of stolen 
cars) had been shipped through the Amtorg Trading Company to the Soviet 
Government. The files disclose that the only information indicating that any 
car stolen by the Vigorito crowd which was sold to the Russian Government 
thro ugh the Amtorg Trading Company, was furnished by Herman Goldstein, who 
advised that Jack (Joseph Franzo) , told him they had sold cars to the Russian 
Government through the above named company. 


On page 18, line 5, it is said that Oscar Neilson came to see 
Goldstein and made a legitimate deal with him. The files disclose that 
Goldstein states that Jack (Joseph Franzo) first approached him in this 
connection and then brought Oscar Neilson to see him. It is correct, however, 
that the deal was made with Neilson. 


There are enclosed herewith four photographs of Gabriel 

Vigorito. 


Respectfully, 



R. B. Hood 


r 

* 




THE PENTHOUSE 
TWEUyE TWELVE FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 



April 17-56 

My Dear Clyde : 

Here is the Bla Bla the Black Man yarn -in which 
I told you I was going to reverse the usual process of sending 
to the magazine first. 


Hot that I believe anything wrong with it, but, 
owing to the fact that other enforcement bodies are engaged 
in it and as I had to get a lot of the personal stuff about 
Bla Bla from Detectives Goubeaud and Rokee, I just want to 
be sure that my cases are straight as regarding the Bureau . 


I I would particularly like some information concerning 
McNally about whom I am sureBiossom will ask me. 

. What was the name of his phototstat and printing 

a I firm. 


^ ^ Of what club was he secretary. 

* \ What legion post did he command?. . IMPORTATION CONTAJNtO 


Also concerning other features: 



Was it Mrs. Jimmy Walker or a lister of Jimmy Walker 
from whom a car was stolen and where was it shipped? I 
simply filled in Norway without being sure. 

\ What relationship were the F r anzd Brothers to, Gabriel 

l vigorito? 

V- Thomas 

I have predicated this story mainTy^upon Item m Fisk’s 
letter memorandum written for this purpose^ which , in turn 
was checked with Detectives Goubeaud and Rokee as Mr. Fisk 
stated that much of it had been done from memory and that 
certain things might not be accnaate for that reason. 

After interviewing Goubeaud and Rokee, I changed thing to fit 
their version as their stuff was from the records. 

Also i have used reports on Gab riel Vigorito.^ 

al^ as follows: ,***0*0 j 

^XCriminal records, forwarded by Mr . ^Foxworth r-vtSTluATlOrl 
vO*j^&ports by John L. Geraghty .date, 

at New York 11/35.33 on 


Oscar Neilson, He 


t /al'.'b 


, «o: 

Report by Geraghty File 36-3693 on Joseph F r anzo , da/t^p, / 
Sept. 8-34 '* — 

; * 9 ' 




2 


% 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

Report by Geraghty New York, 11/28-32 Oscar Neilson et al, ■ 
same file. 

Report by same 12/14-32 same file . 

Report by same 1/10/33 same file. 

Report by O.G. Hall 3/11/33 New York, Oscar Neilson et al . 
same file. 


Report by Geraghty 4/7.33 same file. 

Report by T.H. S^sk New York 4/20/30 Francis B. Murray, Howard. 
Corbett etc al . 


Will you please ask whoever checks this to report to you 
where there are any glaring errors that are prominent. If not, 

I intend, to turn the article into Bios some time Monday afternoon. 
What I want to avoid, doing is turning in something that is 
all cockeyed and having to pull it back/for a .rewrite!' I 
amd perfectly certain the yarn is all right, but in this case 
I would just rather have it checked beforehand. 


It makes a swell colorful yarn and here is hoping 
I've got the straight angle on it. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

EATjCDW 


« * 

Jeitteral ^ureau of ^xibzziigatton 

% & of Susitte 

plaslfingion, ffl- 

April 15 } 1936. 


/ 


-Qf> 


Tim© — 10*30 A.M* 


MKMQRARrM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Nathan 
Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg. ..... 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edward* ... 

Mr* Egan 

Mr. Foxworth. 

Mr. Garbo 

' Mr. Joseph .... 

' Mr. Keith 

*j Mr. Lester 

Mr. Quinn 

j Mr. Schildor 

’ Mr. Tamm 

! 

Mr. Tracy 

Miaa G*mdy , 



I telephoned Ifr.Aottel it toe ! Sees toTto . 

pointed out to h& an ^fS^L^oS Oitf «S robbed of about 

indicates that 2ne Lov^eltoertS : «* »< 9 * *?f Mr. Hottel that 

$100.00 at thjfaaleigh^tel the more ridiculous 

the more theSifrobberie; I go on rxght under bur nose^ 

LS ^sti^the Court^I 

S^der “? SSEJf rtST*- accomplished in this investigation 
mtbout further delay. 


Resentfully,/ 


E. A. TAMM. 

00*8$^ 
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FtDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


EATsCDW 


4 » 

^sfceiral ‘J&nxmu of ^xtfre&itgaimtt 

P- ^cpartmeni of ^jixsix tt 
piasIjtttgioK, ^EL <3L 

April 20, 1936. 


Time - 12:00 noon 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Nathan . 


i Mr, Harbo .. 
Mr, Joseph . 
Mr. Keith-.. 


| Mr. Lester... 

' Mr. Quinn 

| Mr, Schilder. 


[ Mr. Tamm 

f 

Mr. Tracy... 
Miss Gandy. 


Courtney Ryley Cooper telephoned me from New York with refer- 
ence to his story abouW* Bla Bla the Blackm an", stating that on this 
story he reversed his~u!sual procedore^of s ending the copy to the “ 
magazine first and then to the Bureau for correction, and he was just 
wondering at this time if there were any "blaring™ errors which are 
going to have to be corrected in the copy. 


I told him that I had looked this copy over, and while there 
had been found the usual small things which have to be changed, cer- 
tainly no "blaring" errors of procedure or otherwise were found which 
would require a drastic change of any material parts of the work. 
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%mtm of Stmz&ity&txm 

II. S>. HrjmrtntrHt nf Husttri' 

Washington Field Office, Room 5252, 
Washington, D.C. 




April 20, 1936. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau. of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Mr. ^c’soa.K 
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j I2r, C^U&y 

I Kr.CkTerda 

i rs% Ec?c»- 

Mr. F^OTOTth,— 

1 r lEtcE'lho ».»•»*•••.- 
j; IZr. $<KCVh 
* — - 


; :jx V 



MLsj Ccady — - — 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

THEFT OF $225.00 FROM 
M R. COURTNEY, RYLElffCO OPER, 

r^leigh^hotSj^ ashington ,d ,c . 




Dear Sir: ' ‘ ' 

This is to advise you that Special Agent R. H. 
Winton is taking the place of Special Agent I. E. Nitschke 
in the above entitled case. He will register this evening 
at the Ralei gh Hotel as Robert Winters of Waco, Texas. 

Very truly yours, 

J. M. KEITH, ^ vCl 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Mr. Schilder 

Sir. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy — 

I TvXios Gandy. ^ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U« S. Department of Justice'; 
Washington, D* G. 

Dear Mr. Hoover : 


- Thanks a lot for the photostatic copies of comments 

on the first article in the series. 



We, too, have been gratified with the response. And 
I’m anticipating an equal interest in the articles which will follow. 

.1 had hoped to see you on Friday night at the Gridiron 
dinner, but I am assuming that the developments which filled the 
newspapers kept you away. However, better luck mpxt time. 
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PERSONAL AND. CONFIDENTIAL 


Director, - . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation^ 
Washington, D. C. , ' • 


j Mr. 

Mr* Tolsoa..^««.*< 
T«2r, 


; CbSof dc-fc jp>J 

1 Mr. 

Hr. CoEey „y£<L~ 

Mr. +-L v ... 

M?« 

.JSS&f* Fcsss’osr^i r «.-«-« 1 
EBp. Has&s> £70*9** V* ft 

Mr. (Josepl* 

f*2s?« EqKSL»«e=ffw«,^5 
ButSV » 

Tv&o 

Ms?* 

j tTCM«ir,w;#OS.S* 

Miss I 


RE: UNKNOWN- SUBJECTS ;- 
TfiEFT OF $225*00 FROM 
.MR. COURTNEY RXLEYOCOOPER, 
ffiALEIGH HOTEL , WASHINGTON , D . C . 


Dear Sir: 


This is to advise tjhat Special Agent J. B.Shiley 
t is presently registered at the Raleigh Hotel, Room 468 
! under the name of James K. ^Bradford of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 


Agent Shiley is /taking the place of Special Agent 
M. E. Gurnea who has withdrawn due to his other duties in the 
Bureau requiring his presence at the pistol range. 


f^ ppn PRlATS 

k ‘ f ?TT) fi??y 
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Mm < 



Very truly yours, 

AdlCt&rs 

. J. M. KEITH, 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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S . HE/began with;" a /hymn book: ; 
in/her hand; she died clutch- “/ 
-a machine ;!gun.-- That -was y f 
V Barker, mother of four 

Outla^r sons/, whom’. J. Edgar Hoover,' 

' ; chief^^^ r bureau of inves- ' / 

>figation/ : department ' o£ / j ustice,/ de- 
■scMes'ln 'the' April issue of ‘the Ameri-’ \/ v: 
. 'the!£^ 


war. I ‘ 


fa&W> 4S \i.V:y ' ;«>>; ft #.?F>;'S?nttemen; ;but£s.ehd. Miina * baScl 


I ; Mr.' Nathan 

^ sir.- Tolson «. 

Mr. Banghman * / 

Chiof Clerk L 

| Mr.; Clegg il 

•Mr. Coffey ---/ 

Mr. Edwards 

I Mr* Egan * S 

Mr. Fokworth . 

"Mr.'Harba | 

j Mr* Joseph vJi; 


: - f, ^rr ^ f.-r vAK/ ; .. uub/sena f nim - oacK 

•y-Kate:; Bar^er^to” '>as^she/vwas [ $9^ 

^ 1'}W\ 'criminal^ associates-^ r (ah%¥red|a nd; that /yp u , pan - assu^S/her 
/ ‘lbmins ,, > - of 'Hh^f^ofofibus ; ; that ;Jyou ^knowM /a / God" in 

Barker-Karpifc gang— kidnapers, . bank ’ \ hea 1 ” -* A ‘ /W' 
trophersVand .murderers: And- she. -1 ' t 


' [-^vdevefsl ‘ And- she 

tTmosfr /criminals /wanted/ by* 
jtlieyiederah government po-^-under - a 
Rail ^;bullets r f rom; : the "Gt men. 

b Perliahs there fli’A^cAivio it-. TTnnrb 


^City ;who ;may remember^ “Jjfa” Bar-! 
the . earil ei% days , of . -hex/ career.; 
i i i 6 ;i L i' Accor 3 1 n {?*: fh . nnurfh^TT TDTrW, 


1 expertyat'Shat 

! "?? x ^ '°? - .. Her -.hoys ' 3vere >heyer" 

j : ; And/’/ho 

• . niatte v; w hat 4*t he - f ch ar g e /might! be/ 

■ against r4hem% :< thev were v np.enrdirio* I 


some ^ in Kansas I ! -^gafnajy^Hem^’they )vere//’according 
pity /who may remember •b , Ma ,, < Bar- I 'to 'her ^ court attitude t merelv vietirnc 


fPyrteryor/Tne, star., as-; 
0 W ar ter sy wli o/l as 

^' : ;starfclihg -book bon 


;to "her/bouft ; attitude/ -merely yicEims 
bi/poHce!lpsrs^ 

b.a pk fa r bit my our ^tbry. Let!s ;cori/ 3 
iiddiv/the : -. 4 of /; ^Ma^Bkrker trom 
the /timf tof/fh e>’ God;/b e' th^ you 

^ctmties Jin'4 Kans as ^Pi ty un til/ her| 

% t i ng /^f es ti//'i n^A/ 
“-hi d e - n wo t>’ nAf'fa ce&f o f owoKk b ttii « i 


»ffeH(wyer; *Mf” T: Bar^er^began/.heiy 
Kansas^ (Sity. -abou^ 

1 In/either/an;>ttitude 

i ihS" 

; }^4&t°f;/a ; "smS 
zealotaMo 'iisedb-t obhold" meetings : in 
j ;the/ /streets '' near! /the : '-city- v hall.'. "Mr . 
j - vi|d ^ e ven , them her! -/piety/ 

j ^fHis/;lebtu^e/-here 'last- 

De&mbertlie referred' 1 ' to/her 'as "a' 
J‘^1 ory- be-tp|Godber ’^--because when* 
.any oiie/'drbpped, a dime 1 , or . a quarter 
in^^/hat; sheUpassed around for; 
•'A^^utlgns;/ $l4^^aloud: - t^Glor y - 


fh« y 


about/ a,/ wiit! 6f ^HefiV 

t tude |Pf/her/ : fbur ; sbnsf'one tvas/a 'liiail' rbb - : 
s the' r^' and- t&e;' 

gibus/ ^emainih/g ^paih - h^g Wayrpm/' kidnap-; 
igs ' in Pi rs /^nd'y\vantoh /murderers; '//To" fa : 

^Mr . greatyyextent ^/their f criminal ■ > careers/ 

/piety/ ^^4^^^^eable; %o their moth- 
l iast- ? r - : ;1 To; her/they . looked /for/ guidance * 
"as "a" > ^ nd ’ ^ or/ ‘daring: . r esmir cef ulness . /They! 
when 'ier'^mplicatly. - So ) /;tbo/-Mid/ 

lar ter the t'other/ members^ of ' ’the Barker- ' 

3 s 'for Kar.pis^gang; .of yhbpdlums// highway- 

* ' M " menyy^kidnapers, ; //and;/ murderers 
H lory !} |wHich?shV headed/ - ^ V- »’ i% r ' //! bi 

U ,i>'& f-;;'. -vv- - . ^ ""£0* - A '<i . V '/-v ''4 

; |/bFAftm%(ai.rI 

/f//With /the. calm/ of/a* -pe/s onV;df der -/ 
ing;a; meal : ‘;Ma^B arket; brought; about'! 
.bank^'tobfeeries; -- hpidups. /or kidnap!- 
mgs .and; boihinanded,; the;, slayipg/' of, 

'■ 0 £> persons; /sbme 'p'f !; wKdm-;>bnly shorty 

;|imfe/ybefore%^ yyhkf/th'by : 

thought/^i^ /hex/ -fr/bndsHip/ ^ y^t/she' 
lik§d|to/hum hymns/; anq/a^ orib/tinib^ 

iiV tier/ lifej-.-'at; 4 ^^^^ /deeply/ 

>; ^ ..->s - 


^v^rijseli ;<Sy m'p aPiy /'A /RacKt; J S® 1 
;//Then;%iiene^ 

was >/arr^ ' ;:picking ^.pockets) aar/Qui 

ya^anclvi'str^ oiy;ca'sual| 

mis/demeanors/ ^she w^ould .;g\^ .before 
the ^pbiice/ judge,’" shed! tears /and; cl^|rh 
she' albne;;wa s /’lbf t ’ ;ih^ the : ^vbrld !tcj 
befriend/the ^pbof defendant;’ Sonie-j ^ 
.timest'Ker;a^ thqcpuft/tc 

free /the'prispner/ “ In most cases the V v^;\ 
: def endanf >-;Tyent ;. back to more/ 1 :ahdL ^ku** 
/biggbrivhrimeg /and/' /Ma’! , Barker's ^ 
friendliness /and /slight , •- ability ;/ as • a; ' f . 
defense withess ^soonhecam e ' a, racket:^ 
;//^hen, /’years /were/tp/ be. 'vt/r^ 

!def ended form or crime s-r^eyeh/kid - - r^/>/ 
^pin||a§dmurd /c/< s ' 

/c boper;H/M^/4 ! or //somebody" / ./ v 

3ikk/;he0^bu^^ ;ef- '-!:/" 

festively /|Si/gh^ ;! as//wh!at : ‘ ; - ra'cketn ' /« /, s- 
ben^/(ibfense/l2/wj;ers^w 

*popf/boy/s^h^^^ ; Ahd >/'t - 

many/S/prbieb^ kho.wT , : / v .: 

’ tiie/ ef fect;./upon/ ^an/ ordinary ■ Jjnyviof c / / _ ; 
the//delenla ; h mo their "in. ihe/ycpu^ v 

rbbm/^hem^he the’defen|e v ; ,yV ' f 

pleads/^ith the/jurqrs^ . , !{■?// - : // 

.///‘Npw; /gbntlemenV yoif /in, flie _. f /v J 

I aiame//of t !ius t ic elpn-/ the v name; /of 
'iuercy^tb^sb^ ^ / CA 








I ^er^kp/pes/piT^ -/!>.-/- ■/ - 

^yay^arE^bn;^ ” 

jsKe^has/afwpys^ C // V :/: 

tiembn/bf/thb/^ /.'/!// ' 

///ty f ( 

iriighteglbw ' ub a strong/ f :g ; ood; > 



VnnSl^' 18 ^ ^ -they ' 

I could , do no -wrong^y^ C ; \/ , \i: 

tin?*? 7 ' '■•^ e ^ t0 ;' 'Tulsaf- oicvf' and 
%went ■ to school ^thereiVbut' 
i ' 7" r ®~®^. u .°?t§d themselves' an ‘the 
,i c ? tI1 ? an y of ' the' .‘Centr'al.Park '«*5» • 



• H ,„ . - - --. pia-yeaaDoufc 

S SrHV a f " da ytime S „ then tfent 
r? ;- h 7° ni Sht: robberies. . Here were 
' ln the . making;", the ‘ 

Baa kei ho.use, : .\ was" <’ their. -’'‘meeting 
place. .There ...they- could ’.'tailed 'of 

cr|ae,^l e M6tKerB a rter:;sat';:a^ 
■,hsj|ned,-% )r offerjng -..diere^and , 









C^K' rtteadqu ar t e vp ;f or^O f. o oks/ r '<’ 

j^*PinaiiyS .‘woMf^ ~.#orri 

rV>f?in 1 r’’£a ;/»rn rtlr ''!■>» eft: f.YYAro *Wa c., a ' > ?rV1 a f»o 


;po uldVge b u t;s%e w d- ad - 

^yJcefC grew? fatter s shte\^dei^anci 


^prospered. 


r needed; a\new partner ipr-fa job,;Ma 
f Barker, , could ‘-put; him. in; touch' . with’ 



7&dj2^ t bmen^ 

*&rink^ 

f sooner, ‘or plater ^eyM : ;pufet^e' lawmi 
'him. /- Meanwhile j-her.boys ‘ took part 
^in ".robbery^ ./ //..* 

! t? mt ‘Ma'iifed Hn luxury ; cTo^eehmorie^ 
\ sfcr’ea m ^through' her tinkers;' to know- 
j it/could;bu^ 

j prderrextrav^ random^ 

1 all these ' : iwere ; ; ’^ ; eat solaces' tb'^Ma 
i Barker; ' ; In* alL-her lif e^she' f was ; : not 
;;.oncV‘ arresfcedf** 'She ^ was: ^officially 1 : 
charged%itli "only • one ten me;. m;spi te 
; of Plater f revelations. '»Vvri 

.‘‘Her ^ambition . grew,;: demanding 
bigger, ; more 1 ucratiye £ jdr ins of >law-. 
: lessness;:. >A*lddnapii^ 
the "'front '^pages' - of Hire v ne^spapei's 
.and Ma' took heir .cue/ ' Soon Vaf terward 
; the. ^nation learned , that . Edward ~G. 
Bremer;.* of Bfc.lPaul ..had J been ./kid- 



; kidnaping? t v;Wien. thefnefc, gradually] 
.closed she .flecU^to Fionda,' i^yiri^in; a^l 
luxuriously : f u rri ished;^ J;exp enslyely 
built establishment ’onxthb ■ * shpres ' o£ 
i £ake>,Weir 1 with her / son Fred'.? /The 


'shotguns^ ttHr ee; automatic pistols^ car-, 
itoris ;of ;! ammuhitidn r - % rifle aif&'fiye 
'bullet-proof .vests. A ' 

cial 

founded' 



^rhoi^fe^re^ Iciliedi^y; 

. Recr ui r Ad a 'C^pone Gangster. - I 
';'In^h%' book, : lylr. ;C6;pperreS 
MltJie;accpUnt ,> v ?5f>^ AV^: 

, ''“Sridt^ wassdef m 

\n\my, alighed ^with ^ t lie ; Barkef-K^p ik 







•r ) 






ireiigious • and«=sfr s s^siar 'church '/at-/ 
pendant. ' % */ 

lf> “Crime ^travels into /strange ^places 
if or its , recruits.", / v ’ Ipr_ 'Ma’ ,/ Barker 
‘ it reached into a farmhouse iri' apbc- 
,ket ,of rthe ^Ozar ^Mountains, „ eighteen , 
:mil<^frpm’ Springf^ 
dark-haired -girl reached the;. age. -of: 
marria'ge in/ the middle<(90s. ; ’Friends; 



;-tha£; of ;an< ordinal Missouri - farm—;, 
!chm^ c ;Sunday; school^ picnics? {hay-| 
bides, candy , piills^and^the; little-fed 

LS^hririlliAnca v - G awi ■ 'ni* i’”it J 



"was bircumspecr and /remained ‘ so; Vt 
i\0£f young -/farm / ; laborer; /name}]: j 
/George. /.Barker -/came * 

/-y *- ■ > ti, 4 V • °>y «<> 





»**».•« •. > 5 ;^. ^ ; *»• - »•/ .fv r-:'v ; 


fc* „ 


f'-V' T'/f'o* *A; A _ v- 

’ X ' /^Vr^ . fejssMy V t 



' ' w r*-^ 2 sr 

.were-; m ar r ie d$a t-^ Ayr or a^<Mo r, where' 
,Kate ,Barker ; ^as^a/ good; 

‘’wife/ devb'CeSr^b . the - 'Fresfey relcian/ 

> j <■ *;* - i , 1 ' wr- /« ' i -j j j - '*..' • r 

rcHux tin, : a ’faiivhousekeeper/'aiTd - a vfer se r 
ito back-le«Lce?:go_ssip? f Thera her .sons 
/arriy id/ : Hpr m£n/; ;| 



* -S 


^ tempted/’ to assume^the^gumance; .of * 
his rgrowmg^boys.v .There^was , ;a fe-.; 

Kate/s/ determ}-;; 
'nation- that mo /one but^rseli should/l 



Rowdies Even asBbys 
"The) '.neighborhood/ knew/her chil-jj 
j:dren.;f irst . as- rowdy ? youngsters, , win -1 
dow’-br^aker s/v and ' , ; p e ttyr^d i If er e r s ;< 
C omplain ts:- to/the } at her }>r ou ght .t h,|;i 
infprmatipri/that; -they’d /have to. talk 
to' Mo ther—she -handled /the boys Re/; 
course/'t o^ KateJ DB ar ker- : ;.r;e suite d - in 
tirades against/their accusers . ; ® c 
\ '/By 1910 'every One/ of ^the>fopr sons| 
had " been accused ;/of - brea-king^ ’some. 
!s tatela w; "/It fwas'not >uht/ir/l 9 34 ;; lio w/ ; 
ever, "that / t 6 e; /-B., X./|received; in-:^ 

formation/thd gaiig/had;^^^^ 

laws /under • itsj^ 

instance*'; of/ those, state /'offenses /the: 
procedure' :ol -d^ther/^ 
had/noWf/fcecpme/ 
the;/ : sam e.///^Firs^ 

'sfcprmmg//denunciat 
Complained /iyas ' a -^udipd/’bam 


mg'bhthtsVtirade,.;sK 
b|g : %or/^l^incy; . 7 ' ’!&&%* v ‘ ? 

/ /‘Homd ^ /agaih;withy;d^ off- 

I spring ther el would bhhittb 
ing^for the ; cldinslness; p 
had/lM 

xeahkrigVlt^lie'/^s 

{ Ipssons/ which - wre/ tPV.make: - hbhthe/| 
mristWruthless bahd/^daf me/' c’r imin al: 





1 ~y-U/ 
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vvV* f / , ‘rv^l -y* , ,?, 

$?£!**?£• • ^er all, W bloody 4e : , 
fS 1 ^. robbery, murder ar 

Kidnaping, does not;. 6len'd :%ith ! ’ tt 

lYy^V^ - v*f ; y oung man, /vvho grac 
S e t'V® ;the erigineer W school’ c 

itt-does not.fifc.into fche heroic blaz 

- [Of ;the "World War^riY'fw ' - 

f ^ ' l v ar #?A the ;patrioti 

existed ,avia£6r.S Bu 

^£ll^ a ™ embe r T^AICapon 

j ^inkier, '-Murray. 'Hum 


-George ' t 

-¥ - • Hc . ?«» sit aj 

. b ?'“, ; t0 . ; her- : talkrfabout.>er Hbo- 
I "^ rfc r ^'featured; '-fafctish/ ' ,h 
^^ n ^^al|a S :^llg^orried/h 
I y ® c ?K. a ; ricl remorseless, yet, with; 
queeHy./abi^ toVpreseht' the atoea 
'^ld^d^ady^this Iworria 

,Jpfc8SS^i*7?! 

u«er 4 , Then & there •rioTw- £.; 


'Cteeptf^; 

WVpm&crjyhei UhiorL- SMtirfn *W a i 


. ^ , ^ „*****■■**_ -j ^»,tX — 3T'“ *» 

! >';V Wept as;: Her S on s Robbedir 
! ,-r ^These /members i,of T the y/B'arker- 
, Karpis gan^^lxcepc^ld , Creepy, had, 
come* from^Tulsar by , way, pf -Neosho, > 
-Ho.,, where the,, boys' were > born, '"and; 

; Joplin, .whereTthey; later,, lived . Ka tel 
Barker ’ 'and '''Shotgun George often, 
conf err ed— the^ .were the ' brains r of 
the gang .//Of ten /when ' the ‘ boys were 
Y away-/ on pa l;bank\ robbery,i nsualiy 
| planned in every detail by the* mother, 

1 George > ou)d ..drop over. -to 
, apartment v and A - sit^with'kher //while 
she .wept ( py.er4b e ~ ..probablqr -fate of 
her beloVed/children : - - The^bpys'prom- 
i ' ised'^to-telepho Rafter 

\ every iwe^ safely 

» away ; .*• not: nny c ei v ecfith aV* call. 

* /didder 

'pathetl^;ges|ifr ;fpaiT r v 

i howeyer^/f ihanyKaroused^'Kate /B ar~ 

' ;# ^Geo^f 

; Jboid 'hfr';b^ had'/a^dic^. 

' tograpn 5 in : ; this/ ‘'apartment V They -d 
f Team 'about ievery thing /from/The St. 

> Valentine’s ?/:ipayV r ;massacre/ /To: ‘"the; 

, Hamm .^kidnapping/H^Sf , < J /f 
, T“The Moys’^took. "the /hint.,, , One 
night- ' a;; telephoInLe^Kcall |icame>'f or 
^George Vasl^ih^ ?him ' 'tor / cdll ' at * the' 
home of -a;; friend.' As ,he left,, the 
. house, the^ /of ^qxplp-' 

sionsi t; 5 Shb tgiin " ;G eor ge ./Vhnipei, ;to> . 
the .pay ement,^ jiever^o" * talk: again^: j 

^pnlyroiib^ cbmment .%as v eyer’.tfadet i 
by| the ; ‘nice; old Tady^;of Sthe killing* \ 
Someone', ^ lateV:£meritiohecLV Geor ge/s j 
• ( name; 4 -Her" lips f;tightened/> ' ‘To hell j 
'■ wl% --George;: Zeigler.l'she'/exclaimed. ! 
After That, The subj ect was barred^ r r 
After A.tlie ; .Bremer-*! kidnaping, The* 
j ‘heat, from the federal: operatives" be-' 

5 came so Tntense. the .gahg :had v to split j 
upland'-; f lee.p ! Fred ' and^his /mother ; 
j went /south^r-to*; Florida— seeking iso- . 
iation. v .,uhdef}Jth^ name' of J., C. j 
Blackburn^PTed \ Tented a -big ’white i 
! 'house*' which, - stood ine ar Lake V^eir, , 
t at; Oklawaha, /a' small ;r esor t> ninety 
'milesTihland!. J - Old , jKat,p;pial^V6^ 

; best ! manners ; / neighbors' looked' 

■ Tupon, •her/ .as' a;, quiets nicb "ibid lady,: 

■ Thb'roie ^which ;had*' sd -greatly/, amused 

; -the! ill-f ate'd : - Shotgun George,' ; She; ' 
wbuld^sit /by /d/^indbw,. ‘flowers ^phT'a 
; liearb^ tabl e/ ' -knit ting T in ' Tier/: Tap.* 
'But at ‘ her , f eet'/alyr’a#; wasy a/mar 
chi n p f guh; ' Teady; If of* r'actidri. And t 

: home; in - factv%as/tah arsenal:: / ^ j L 


4 




■ ; OVertalven 1 

v Sent— Karpisi 
/Fred jVplney, - / their ! * women— and * a; 
/month went . by /in peace. 'TheriVbhe^' 
^9®Wg,r\ c ame Xthe'Vnews VederaL 
:< agents had Surrounded the. Chicago^ 

; hideput ? .pfi the members ^ of ' the>;gang 
5 still .-remaining Jn\Thi;'Windy>Ci^ 

. fWhat the pewspapers didn^t say, how^ 

{ ever , 4 Avas;;that * ^hur^B^r^^eip^ 
Ifured,; had;Tried to^say'e his 'owm skid 
, by revealing The hiding place, o£;hfir 
another "and brother./ .ThdT'big white/ 
/hquse -at/ Oklawaha/ 6ame’ .under/ surf/- 
velllance/ 'bne morning - carhe a' knock 
at theJdoorJV;// /; ' * : % ; }<: * : V/ T ; >. < 
? TMa./ .Barker rbperiedV The/ 'door~ / 
jpuaerglyira/crack. >\/ * ^"/T* ':}y i]% 

L jWeiy^'Shb demanded. . ‘/V * 
;T “ ^We’re federal agents/ the yisitbr- 
:sai(^^if.?youTl : come out ;one ;by -ohe,; - 
theredb/bq/no ' trouble./; T ; l /. - J r? 

T*' “The/eyes of the old woman gleamed/^ 

* maliciously.^ 2>* * ’* V'-' iv*' * ‘ -/T; ; - TT/ 

;/ ,‘‘/To v tieli with/ you— let 5The> Feds ’ - 
i have * f:; 

, ■*, “Then '/the; rshooto ;.fiAeeh:; ‘ ' 

: federal- /r%§’ e ht^ * ansYeting ,, machine; 

1 gun" burst '’for Machine / gun. hursfe 
; Finally V after /about * six Mours^Those 1 , 
within the* house wyere ’silenced.; r And- 
. when rthe officers finally* centered, ■ 
Th/ey^f ound/^Fred : Barker/' ' arid : 'fifa** 
mother There /aloney ho th ' dead.g ; An‘V / 
iri The.- r ;67 -yeaivold ’ woman’s /;hahdT : / 
.was/ /a ./machine /-gun/ . The/,: ■ cartr idfb; / 
drum yaH/buTV^Ptie^ Su.'tV/ * 

/Thus, /came/ the/'en d To; the /‘br/^iris’X^ - 
of /the , BMkef ^Karpi s^ gan g,-The^^^ - 

an .whb /once/sang hymns /qn Kahsas:;’. 
City/s ;NorfcH/;Side:- ] • Engineer -/of? The. * 
Bremer /kihdnapmgTThe; ruthfessT old’ / 
woman / met the;same*;;death ■she/;h : 'ad ' 
ordered; for/; Shotgurr GebrgbfT/aml 
others, ^wiith/; a .bulletT tfirbu’gh^Her ; 
heart. ,f Of her sons,/ twb}TareT dea*d, v 
the; others '/iri f ' prison., x 'Her - husband/ 1 
left . her many. years ago; preferfihg!%:' ■ 

[ live/ the r ;hqnest: if; driexciting life -bf/a ! 
Tilling /station - oper atof ./"He "huried; ' 
r‘‘Ma//arid ^fjed. % / yv‘ ' W- ^ • 

!:^ ; yWhenTh^ 

/good bqys^/'is^ lie ; 
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A WOMAN ‘REAL ENEMY NO. 1’ 

According to J. Edgar Hoover, director of 
the Govb^inent’s G-men, Public EheAv No. 1 
was not Dillinger, but a woman. ’ In t% first 
of a series of articles written for the American 
Magazine 'dealing with the moat famous cases 
in the history of his bureau he asserts that the 
woman called “Mother Barker’ 1 by scores of 
! satellites was the most vicious, dangerous, and 
i resourceful criminal that America has produced 
for a generation. 

Of her four sons, one was a mail robber, an- 
other a holdup man, and the,, remaining pair 
highwaymen, kidnapers, and wanton murderers. 

To a great extent*” asserts Mr. Hoover, 
.“theirs criminal careers were directly traceable 
to their; mothcr^To her they looked for. guid- 
ance and for daring resourcefulness.^ They 
obeyed her implicitly. So too did the other mem- 
bers of 1 the Barker-Karpls gang of hoodlums,, 
highwaymen, kidnapers and murderers which 
,‘she^headed. * 

; r /,“With the calm of a person ordering \meal 
Mother Barker brought about hank robberies, 
holdups, or kidnapings and commanded the 
slaying, of persons, some of whom only a short 
time before had enjoyed what they thought was 
her friendship,^ Yet she liked to hum, hymns, 
and at one time in her life, at least, she was 
deeply religious and a regular church attendant.* 
The woman who became so notorious was 
feared in a farm house in the Ozark Mountains, 
of an excellent family. She married a young 
farm laborer named George Barker and was 
known as a good wife, for some time a devoted 
church' member, and carried her children to j 
Sunday school. ' 

The husband is described as a mild, inof- 
fensive man who seemed somewhat bewildered 
by his' dominating wife. This was especially 
true when he attempted to assume the guidance 
of the 4 growing boys.*' It is said that there was 
& “feline intensity” about the mother’s deter- 
mination that;no one but herself should be their 
mentor; and in her eyes they could do no wrong. 

The neighborhood cape 'to know tho chil: f 
dren ’first as rowdy youngsters,, pnd when com- 
pliant was mWde, to the mother she replied ip 
tirades agatet -their accusers. It wa* not Jong, 
before the boys, ond after another, felt the arm 
of the law. Eyery-iarrest was met with storming 
denunciaJoh bf J&at she complained was a 
l stuped camppgn^pf persecution-. ' 

“Without realizing it,” observes Mr. Hoover, 
“she was teaching herself as well as her sons, 
and learning the lessons which were to make 
her the most ruthless and daring criminal lcad- 
1 er of hen times. Not once, ^apparently, did it 
enter her head to' punish her boys for wrong- 
doing/ Laws counted little against her belief 
tha,t they could do no wrong/* - » 

V ipjjQ family moved to Tulsa* Okla., and the s 
youths became.promineht figures in a notorious, 
gang of robbers and racketeers. The Barker^ 
house was their meeting place. Crlntoals from 
i a dozwi penitentiaries sought her out V * ‘ 
MrA&oover thus describes the climax of the 
career of* the woman who he declared was more, 
* dangerous to society than Baby Face .Nelson or 
Dillinger. , „ 


*Tf a criminal needed a new partner for a Job 
Ma Barker could put him in touch with t^e best 
man available. Only two things were lacking* 
at Ma’s—Hqu^i and. women. A man was a 
to drink, she said. Likewise, he was a fool tjv 
run around with Women; sooner or later thoyfe 
put the law on him; Meanwhile, her boys took 
part in robbery after robbery. 

“Her ambition grewi demanding bigger, more 
lucrative forms of lawlessness. A kidnaping 
flashed across the front pages of the newspapers 
and Ma took her cue; Soon afterward the na- 
tion learned that Edward G. Bremer of St. 
r Paul, had been kidnaped, finally to be released 
on payment of $200*000 ransom. 

“Ma was the hub of the Bremer kidnaping. 
When the net . gradually closed, she fled to 
Florida, living iri'a luxuriously furnished, expen- 
sively built establishment, on the shores of Lake 
Weir, with her son, Fred. The beautiful white 
house was an arsenal. Ip it were twa machine 
guns, twap botguns, three automatic pmols, car- 
tons of ammunition, a rifle* and five billet-proof 
vests. J J 

“In the darkness of night the Special Squad 
surrounded the place. When the inmates re^ 
fused to surrender, firing started, and eventual- 
ly Fred and his mother were killed.” 


Banner 

Nashville, Tennessee 
March 16 , 1936 . 
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Dangerous In 
; Crime Gang 

Mother .Barker Raised 
" Murderers; Directed. 
Entire Mob of. Robbers! 
and Killers ^ 

Hoover Tells Of 
HerCrimjmal Life 




Calk Her Most Evil Gen-j 
‘ ius Encountered in His; 
Entire Career as Offi-J 
cer ~ . ? 


/'• ' . - i 

, The most vicious, dangerous and^ 
resourceful criminal . brain thatf 
America has produced in the past! 
generation belonged to. a woman?! 
declares J. Edgar Hoover, director; 
of the Government’s G-men# in the! 
first of a series of ^articles written^ 
for the ‘American Magazine * and; < 
dealing with the most famous casesf 
, In the history of his bureau. ' 

“She Was the most dangerous law- j 
breaker in my experience ” he says." 
“More so tlaa jDillinger or Baby 
Pace kelson] or ' any of the rest of 
our so-calledi No. 1 public enemies. 

“She was A woman called ‘Mother 
Barker’ by (pores of satellites, In^ 
her sixty years she reared a spatfn 
of hell. Of her fpur .sons, one was a 
mail robber, another a hold up,man, 
and remaining pair highwaymen, * 
kidnappers and wanton murderers. 

* , - Slayers Obeyed Her, 


Courant 

Hartford, Connecticut 
March 17, 1936. 


her hei^Ho punish hex* boys for 
wrongdorS? Laws oaynted little 
against her belief thatiivctv could 
do no wrong. 4 ' ,8, 

“They moved to Tulsa, Okla., and 
the boys went to school there, but 
they reeducated themselves in „ the 
company of the Central Park Gang, 
a crew of youngsters who played 
about the park in ^ the daytimes, 
then, went forth' to night robberies. 
Here were vicious criminals in the 
making; the. Barker house was their 
meeting place. There they could 
talk of crime, while Mother Barker 
sat and listened, offering here and. 
there uncanny suggestions on ways 
•to outwit the law. " : - — - 
Became A Teacher. 

“Finally the word passed from 
crook to crook that there was a 
place in Tulsa' where a criminal 
not only could get protection, but 
shrewd advice. Ma grew fatter, 
shrewder — and prospered. 

“Criminals from a dozen pene- 
tentiarles sought her out. If a crim- 
inal needed a new* partner for a job 
Ma Barker could put him in touch 
with the best man available. Only 
two things were, lacking at.Ma’s— 
liquor and women.. A man was a 
fool to- drink, she said. Likewise, he 
was a fool to run around with 
women; sooner or later they’d put 
the. law on him. Meanwhile, her 
boys took part, in robbery, after 
robbery. , ’ , 

• “Ma lived in : luxury. , . To feel 
money stream through her fingers, 
to know it could buy whatever she 
desired, to order extravagantly and 
at random — all these were., great 
solaces to ; Ma Barker. In all her 
life "she was not once arrested. She 
ws^ officially charged l with only 
one crime,, in spite of later revela 
tions. J . 1 ‘ 4 • «’ 

Took Up Kidnaping. ; \ 

“Her ambition grew, demanding 
bigger, more lucrative forms of law- 
lessness. A kidnaping flashed across 
the front pages of the newspapers 
and Ma took her cue. Soon after- 
ward the nation learned that Ed- 
ward G. Bremer, of St. Paul, had 
been kidnapped, finally to be re- 
leased on payment of $200,000 ran- 
som. * « « ^ ■- - ' 

“Ma' was the hub of the Bremer 
kidnapping. When the net gradual- 
ly closed, she fled to Florida, hying 
in £ luxuriously 'furnished,, expen- 
sively built establishment on .the 
shores 'of, Lake. Weir, with her son. 
The beautiful white house was an 
arsenal. "In it .were two machine 
guns, two. shotguns, three automatic 
pistols, cartons of ammunition, a 
rifle,, and .five bullet-proof vegts.- 

, “In the darkness of xilmtr the 
Special Squad surrounded the place. 
When the inmates refused to sur- f 
render; firing started, and eventually 
Fred and his mother; were killed.” < 


“To a great extent tlieir crimumV 

* careers were directly traceable to 
their motto. To her they looked fox- 
Riddance sttre^^aring resourceful- 
ness. They obeyed her implicity. So 
tcA did the other members of the 
Barker-Karpis gang of hoodlums, 

* highwaymen, kidnappers and mur- 
derers which she headed. 

“With the calm of a person order- 
ring a meal Mother Barker brought 
about bank robberies, holdups, dr 
‘kidnappings- and commanded tlie ] 
slaying of persons, some of whomi 
only ' a short time before had en-! 

Joved what they thought was her 
, friendship. Yet she liked* to hum 
hrmns, and at one, time in her life, 
least, she was deeply religious 
rand, a .regular church attendants “ 

) “Crime travels into strange places 
j for its recruits. For Mother Barke 

* it reached, into "a farmhouse in a 
’pocket' of the Ozark Mountains 18 

mines from *Snringfield, Mo., where 
va darh-haired girl reached the; age 
7 of marriage in the middle ’90s. 
t Friends, knew her as ‘Arrie’ Clark, 
n Started Out Well. 1 

s “The life of* ’her childhood ‘had 
been that of an ordinary Missouri 
'farm — church, Sunday school, pic- 
4 hies, hayrides, candy pulls, and the 

* little red schoolhouse. Somewhere 
7 she gained the nickname of Kate. 

^ Her family was circumspect and re- 

* mained so. 

2 “A young farm laborer named 
i George Baxter, came along. They 
l were married at Aurora, Mo., where 
{•Kate Barker, was known as a good 

> wife, devoted to the Presbyterian 
4 *church* p, fair, housekeeper, and 
reverse £o hack-fence gossip. There 
g her sons arrived, : Herman,- JLloyd, 

* Arthur. and the’ favorite,, whom spe 

L called -Freddie. ■ ; 

. ‘ “She went to church and Sunday 
1 school, dragging her brood with her, 
vto sing the hymns with the same 

> lustiness as the test of the congre- 

* gation. With her went George her 
v husband, h mild, inoffensive^ ;quiet 

* man* who' seemed somewhat be wild - 
•^ered' by his dominating wife. This 

* was especially true when he at- 
l tempted to assume the guidance pf 
v his growing boys. . There was : a 
v feline intensity about Kate’s deter- 
mination that no i one, but herself 
should be their mentor; and in her. 
eyes they could do no wrong, 

' r How She * Began. . 

“The-* neighborhood knew her. 

\ children* first as rowdy youngsters, 
v ^window breakers and petty pilferers. 

"Complaints' to the father brought, 

* - the information that “theyld have to 

talk to Mother— she handled - the 
i boysS Recourse to Ka,te Barker 
* resulted in -tirades against their ac^- 
cusers. ' ' 

“By 1910 every one of the tour 
\ sons had been- accused of breaking 
, some state law. It was not until 
1 1934, however, that the FBI re- 
i celved information that the gang 
; had. broken laws tinder its Jurisdic- 
i tion. In/ every instance of, tho?gii 
: state offenses- the. procedure. of>; 

, Mother Barker, as she Rad now be-J. 

, come known, was exactly the sarnes 1 - 
J First argument; the.ri storming do* f 
j nunciation of what she . complained * 

’ was a studied campaigivof-per-secu- 

fS UNCLASSIFIED 

, en, beg for r-'emency.. * 

- BefTgvea JTn ‘Boys.*. „ 

“Home again with her guilty off- 
-there -would be > bitter up 


JjALL information contain® • 
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braidfng for the clumsiness df flight 
which had led to" their capture. 
Without realizing it, she was teach- 
1 j n g herself as well as her sons, and 
: learning the lessons 'which were to 
make her the most ruthless 4 . and 
daring criminal leader of her time. 
Not once, apparently, did it enter 
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Ma Barker 


RatedHighl 
In Gangdorm 

Most Resourceful ' C r i m-1 
inal :Brain, Says' i j 
G-Man Hoover ' v 


rpHE MOST resourceful criminal 
- . brain that America has produced 
in the past generation belong to; 
“Ma” Barker, who started her four 
children on the path of lawlessness! 
in Tulsa and lived long enough to 
be killed with ,one of her sons in J 
a machine gun Rattle with G-men. 

That was the opinion expressed 
by J. Edgar Hoover, director of the. 
federal bureau oft investigation, in 
the first of a series of articles which 
he has written for The- American 
Magazine} ’ 

The department of justice .chief 
writes: 

“She $vas the most dangerous law- 
breaker in my experience. More so 
than Dillinger or “Baby Face” Nel- 
son or any of the rest of our so- 
called No. 1 public enemies. In her 
■60 years she reared a spawn of hell. 
Of her four sons, one was a mail 1 
robber, another a holdup man, and 
remaining pair highwaymen, kid- 
napers and wanton murders. 

“To a grfeat extent their ‘criminal* 
careers were directly traceable to 
their mother. To her they looked 
for guidance and' tor daring re- 
sourcefulness:' -They obeyed her 
implicitly. So too did the other 
members of the Barker-Karpis gang: 
of hoodlums, highwaymen, kid- > 
napers and murderers which she! 
headed. \ 

. “With the calm of a person order- \ 
a meal Mother Barker brought! 
about bank robberies, holdups, or ) 
kidnapings and commanded the j 
slaying of persons, some of whom! 
pnly a short time before had en-; 
joyed "what they thought was her 
friendship. Yet she liked to hum* 
hymns, and at one time in her life,] 
at least, she was deeply religious! 
and a regular church * attendant. 


*<p<RlME travels into strange places 
, v - y for^its recruits. For Mother 
Barker it reached into a farmhouse 
in a pocket of the Ozark mountains 
18 miles from Springfield, Mp., 
where a dark-haired girl reached 
the age of marriage in the middle 
’90s. Friends knew her as ‘Arrie’ 
Clark. 5 

n “A young farm ‘laborer named 
George Barker came along. ;They 
were married at Aurora, Mo., where 
Kate, Barker was kndwn as a good! 
wife, devoted to the Presbyterian ; 
church, a fair housekeeper, and 1 
averse- to back-fence gossip. There 
her sons arrived, Herman, Lloyd, Ar- ; 
thur, and, the favorite whom sh'e 5 
called Freddie. 

“She went to church and Sunday 
school, dragging her brood with her, 
to sing the hymns with the same 
dustiness as the rest of the congrega- 
tion. With her went George, her hus- 
band, a mild, inoffensive, quiet man 
who seemed somewhat bewildered 
by his dominating wife. This was 
especially true when he attempted 
to : assume the guidance of his grow- 
ing boys. There was a feline inten- 
sity about Kate’s .determination that 
no one but herself should .be their 
mentor; and in her eyes they could j 
do no wrong. i 

“Th.e neighborhood knew her chil- 
dren iirst as rowdy youngsters, win-i 
dow breakers, and petty pilferers.? 
Complaints to the father brought the^ 
information that ‘they'd have to talk* 
to s mother— she handled the boys.’ 
Recourse to Kate Barker resulted! 
in tirades against their accusers.' 


1910 every one of the four 
. sons had been accused of 
breaking some state law.. It was not 
until 1934, however, that the F. B. I. 
received information 'that the gang 
had broken laws under its juvisdic- 
i tion. In every instance oLthose state 
f offenses the procedure of Mother 
Barker, as she had now become 
known, .was exactly the same. First 
argument; then storming denuncia- 
tion of what she complained was a 
studied campaign of persecution. : 
Hers were good boys, she insisted,! 
the best in town. Failing in "this ! 
tirade, she would weaken, beg for ! 
clemency. ' ! 

f “They moved to Tulsa and the 
{ boys went to school there, but they ' 
j re-educated themselves in the com-j 


;pany'6f "the Central park gang, an 
crew' of youngsters who played ( 
about the park in the daytimes, then 
went forth to night robberies. Here 
Were vicious criminals in the mak- 
ing; the Barker house was their 
meeting place. There they 'could 
talk of crime, 'while Mother Barker 
sat and listened, offering here and 
there canny suggestions on ways to 
outwit the law. 

- 1 “Finally the word passed from 
crook to crook that there was a place 
in Tulsa where a criminal not only 
could get .protection, but shrewd ad- 
vice; grew fatter, shrewder — 

and prospered. * * 

, “Criminals from a dozen peniten- 
tiaries sought. her out. If a criminal 
needed a new partner for a job, Ma 
Barker could put him in touch with 
the best man available. Only two 
things were lacking at Ma’s — liquor 
and women. A man was a fool to 
drink, she said. Likewise, he was a 
fool to run around with women; 
sooner or later they’d put the law 
on him. Meanwhile, her boys took 
part in robbery after robbery. 

* * * 

<qyrA LIVED in luxury. To feel 
money stream through her 
fingers, to know it could buy what- 
ever she desired, to order extrava- 
gantly and at random — all these 
were great solaces to Ma Barker. In 
all. her life she was not , once^ar- 
rested. She was officially charged 
with only one crime, in spite of later 
revelations. ' 

“Her ambition grew, demanding 
bigger, more lucrative forms of law- 
lessness. A kidnaping flashed across j 
■the front pages of the newspapers 
and Ma took her cue. Soon after- , 
ward the nation learned that Ed- ; 
ward G. Bremer of St. Paul, had 1 
been kidnaped, finally to be released 
on payment bf $200, 00(h ransom. 

“Ma w as th e . hut) o£ 1*he Brem er_ 

kidnaping. When the t net gradually 
closed, she fled to Florida, living in 
a luxuriously furnished, expensively 
built establishment on the shores J 'of 
Lake YTeir, with her son, Fred. The 
beautiful white house was an ar- 
senal. In it were two machine guns, 

' two shotguns, three automatic pis- 
i tols, cartons of ammunition, a rifle 
? and five bullet-proof vests. 

\ “In, the darkness of night ^ the 
Especial squad surrounded, the place. 
\When the inmates refused to sur- 
render, firing started, and eventually 
Fred and his mother were killed.” 
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Most ‘ Da ngerous ; TJ* ;§/■ aiyk ,/ . 

' I Was A Woman, Says O^an; 


Ma Barker Started Life as a Hymn^Singing-. Churchy 
Girl, but Ended It as Director of Vicious Gang; 
of Hoodlums, Hoover Says. , 




HK, MaFSfi 13^-Tlie i 
:ious. dangerous and re- ! 
criminal brain that Amer- ' 
produced in the pasfe^gener- 
longed to a woman, declares 
ar Hopver, director of the ’ 
iment's G-men, in the first of 
•ies of articles written for the 
terican magazine and dealing 
frith the most famous cases in the 
history of his bureau. 

"She was the most dangerous law 
breaker in my experience,” he says. 
"Move so than Dillinger or Baby 
Face Nelson or any of the rest of 
Our so-called No. 1 public enemies. 

M £he was a woman called ‘Mother 
Baiker by scores of satellites, In : 
her V GQ years she reared a spawn of S 
hell. Of her four sons, one yvas a j 
hinil robber, another a hdldupman, j 
and the remaining pair highway- 
men, kidnapers and wanton n\ur- 

defers, A 

a great, extent their s crimit\il 
Careers were directly traceable ’ko 
l ^^fJP pther. To her they looked for . 
guidance and for daring resource* 
fulness. They obeyed her Implicitl: . 
So, J too did the other members 
ihjl Barkei^KaipiS ■ gang ; pf/bbo< - \ 

' luinS, highwaymen, kidnapers and 

• murderers which she headed,, j 

{‘With cairn of a person ordering I 
a meal Mother Barker ' brought 
about i bank robberies, holdups, or 
kidnapings and commanded the; 
slaying of persons, some {of whom 
only a short' time before had en- 
joyed what they thought was. her, 
friendship. Yet she; liked to- hum 
hymns, and at one time in her life, j 
at least, she was , deeply religious 1 
.and angular church'atlendant. v / j 
; *‘Crlme travels into strahge /plac- 1 
es fpr its recruiter For Mother. Bar* ’ 
ker it reached into k farmhouse in 
a pocket pf {tHe 'Ozark . mountains - 
1 18 miles from Springfield v Mo{, 
where a dark haired, girl - reached 
the age of marriage in,''' the middle' 

* ’9 Os, Friends knew {her a§ . ‘Arrie' 

Iciark,/' Y V’ '* 

1 if T|ip ; jifeYoL her - chi 1 dh ood{;ha d 
beeri ’ thaf of ah, ordinary Missouri 
farm— church/Sunday school/ pic* 
nicsj fhayridesi candy. pul Is, And- the"; 
little red ^ school house. - Somewhere,, 
she , gained {the ‘nickname., of Kate. 1 
Her / family T was / clrc u h i sp e U : ' n d 1 
remairied ( so7 : ^ / "51 


t y "a\ youn g of arm laborer . named 
Geprgq f '^|i^efV%came •aiuiig . : < ’tThey , 
were marked at Aurora* Mo., where j 
Kate' Barker N was known" as. a. good'; 

! wife, ...devoted y;to > the; Presbyterian ' 
church, / a fair . hpupekeeper, y and j 
averse/ to back fence gossip. There \ 
hep sons ‘arrived,;; , Herman^ Arthur*, \ 
Lloyd, andy the ' favorite whom t she y 
called Freddie. \<\ / ' 5 j 

" "She went to church and- Sunday • 
School,; 

her, to,; sing /the/; hy mnS with - the\ 
same lustiness; as tthe^/resfc/ oLthe 4 
Xcongjf egaiipn.^- ;With * / £er v/ 5 -fiWenV % 
.George, iier .husband,' ''aflmild,;’ ihof - 1 
fens ive ’quiety;mah /\yho v ' ,seemed ? 
{somewhat bewildered/ hy/his; domim 
i a ting wife --This was /especially/ jaw* 
’when , he attempted to ‘assume/the 
* guidance \ of his growing boys/Thefe 
‘ .was ' a/feljiiedhtehsity yabofit ; Kate^s{ 
determination 'that/ no one but" her- 
self * should b e y theif :;ment or ;'A and ! 
iiv hep eypV 4 hey; coulddo ;no/%r p,pg|; 

neighborhood knew/her;/chil 5 
dyen firsfc.a.s/fQwd^ young^tefs/w|n^ 

' dpw ' breakers ^/drid pettwC pilferers/ 
Complaints/ the /father : brought^ 
the y information/ that/ / tliey ? d / hay e I 
: tp- talk/:tp Mother //^ ^ she, handled | 
the, boy^/ -Itecpuf c^^^ Kate{Barjker| 


^•p^Byf'/tpiOfeyery;/ 
sons} had/beeri accused of breaking^ 
somey . state y’la^//S t ^wa s not t -until" 
193 4 ^ /{ h owevei;^/ thak ;/the;;{ : F/J;B ./yl- 
t , received/information /that/ tjae/ gang ; 

{ had - br oken/Vlay/s* -under •' its/ .juris -1 
^ictio//y I - 

' ; y ery ; dristanoe^f /thod^ . 

/ offenses; the : procedure{ pf Mother j 
>* Barker, > as i she j had/fpow/ become \ 
l knowh,/Wa^ {bxactiy/the/sam 
^ argument; then js tor ming 'denuncia-'i 
/tioiv of what she; complained; , was ei 
^ studied .pgmpaigh ; 6 ^^ 5 ersecutioh.‘ 
/Hers ?; ;v)bre‘' gb 6 d{;bbys{/sh^ /ln^ist^d;- 
/ the' beSt in town/yFaiiing/ in^ this ^ ti- 
Jrade, (she k £ wpUld ' weaken, .beg {fop 
■iciepaeh%//i;®/'/ )££ ' 

i ;/ h Home again with, her guilty 'off- 
jl spr ing/ ; there / Would ' be^ bitter/ up- 
{braiding for {the clumsiness of yf light; 
which;/had iecl/to'/;their capture.^ 
/ Without ’realizing itj she was teach - 1 
$ ng {herself ' as{ well { as^ her sons, ^arid 
^{learning t h e -lessons/; \yhi ch/were , td\ 
{/make her, the most, ruthless ^and 

/y-* - . (>/ ; >mt -' --.V u ■. . " / 

*> * ; - ^ ' / , 


m 

Stari ng-, crimin al leader of her time, 
fjpt once, apparently, n did. ip /fenter 
he;* head . ter pUhi&p her boys. ' for, 
^rorigdbipg, '■> 'Baws Jcoim ted little 
against.herbeUef. that they could 
| do ho wrdrilfr ■*. 4 \ : : J 

{ They moved to Tulsa, Okla., and 
i the boys We>;fc to, school there, but 
, they reeducated themselves in the 
J company of the Central Park gang, 

, a crew of youngsters who played 
| about the park in the daytimes, 

I then went forth to night robberies. 
•‘Here were Vicious criminals in the! 

I maklrigf (he Baf feer no use whs their | 
t meeting place. There they could f 
talk of crime, while Mother Barker 
sat and listened, offering here and 
.outwit the law, 

I “Finally the word passed from 
i crook to crook that there was ‘a 
j place ip. Tulsa where a criminal 
| not only could get protection, but 
: shrewd advice. Ma grew fatter, 

* shrewder— -and prospered. 

'‘Criminals from a dozen peniten- 
tiaries sought her out. If a crim- 
inal needed a new partner for a job 
Ma Barker could put him in touch 
•'with the best man available. Only 
two things were lacking at Ma’s— 

« liquor and women. A man was $ 
j fool to drink, she said. Likewise he 
} was a fool to run around with wo- 
(men; sooner or later they’d put the 
' law on him. Meanwhile, her boys l 
[ took part in robbery after robbery, f 
j “Ma lived in luxury. To feel 
‘ money stream through her fingers, 
to know it could buy whatever she 
‘desired, to order extravagantly and 
;at random — all these were great so- 
. laces to Ma Barker. In all her life 
she was hot once arrested. She was 
cJLJciaUy charged with onLy one 
crime, in spite of later revelations. 

« “Her ambition grew, demanding 

• bigger, more lucrative forms of law- 
lessness. A kidnaping flashed across * 
the front pages of the newspapers 
and Ma took her cue. Soon after- 
ward the nation learned that Ed- 
ward G. Bremer, of St. Poul, had 

‘been kidnaped, finally to be releas- 
i cd on payment of $200,000 ransom. 

I “Ma was the hub of the Bremer 
j kidnaping. When the net gradual* 

■ ly closed, she fled to Florida, living 
I in a luxuriously furnished, expen- 
sively built establishment on the 
Inheres of Lake Weir, with her son, 
Fred. The beautiful white house was 

* an arsenal. In it were two machine 
j guns, two shotguns, three automatic 

pistols, cartons of ammunition, a 
rifle, and five bullet-proof vests. 

“In the darknes of night the 
special squad surrounded the place. 
When the inmates refused to sur- 
rend er. firing started, an d eventua l- 
I ly Fred and his mother were killed. « 


Criminal Palm 
•to ‘Ma’ Barker! 


Chief of ‘G’. Men Calls Her . 
Most Dangerous Lav/ 
Breaker of Generation 

New York, N. V. The most vi- 
cious, dungiions and resourceful 
criminal hram 1 hat America has pro- ! 
dnccd in tin L> ^ t gi ner.it ton belonged 
to a \vrnt* in, & t lares J. tedgur I loo- 1 
ver. »lit et'ior of the government’s \ 
“< i" hi< n, in an aiticle v.ritl< k n for 
the \nun< in iwga/sno ml d< ilmtt 
vith the moA f*tmoih eases in the 
I istory of his bureau 

“She was the most dangerous law- 


break-’ 

r in my 

experience.” ho ; 

says. 

"More 

so than 

Joha I hlling-r. “I 

hits' 

Karo” 

Nelson 

or any of the re> 
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'o 1 public ei mi* 


•She 

u a . a 

woman called 

•Mu’ 

R.arta i 

r by >‘cr 

ires of satellites 
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h«T Hu 
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hrll Of hi r four . ons. out win a 
mail robber anotlvr ri hold-up man, 
and tlie remaining pair highwaymen 
and wanton murderers. 

“To a great extent their criminal 
careers were directly traceable to 
their mother. To her they looked, 
or guidance and for daring re- j 
aourccfulress. They obeyed her ini-j 
ilieiUv So too did the other mem-] 
-hers of the R u*ker-K*irpis gang of j 
hoodlums, highwaymen, kidnapers, 
and murders which she headed, j 

Once Deeply Religious 
“With the calm of a person order- 
ing a meal ‘Mu’ Darker brougit 
about bank robberies, hold-ups or 
kidnapings and commanded tine 
slaying of persons, 5 onto of whom 
oniv a short time before had enjoyed 
what they thought w is her friend- 
ship. Yet she hin d to hum hymns, 
and at one time ta her life, .a least, 
she was dot ply i<h„**us and a r*R' 
itkir c, lurch nlR rd i d 

“(Time travels i do 'dripge places 
* or its recruits. Kor ‘Mu’ Darker it 
i c idled into a farmhouse in a pocket 
of the (Dark mountain; is miles 
from Springfiel l, Mo, \\ho»v i dirk 
haired girl reached the ige of m:i‘- 
t iage in the middle ninetn Frien< s 
knew her a* *Arn'* (* ! rk 

‘ The life of her « h:’d*i ■* >d a id bet 'a 
(hr td i" ordinarv M *. in : irm- 


i \\ r i ' d *h. Id 

V,!,- vhe 
- 'i. ^ c. <te I !*' r ' 

; • i i rem a na 

Dominated tier Sons 


fimil> 
■d so. 


** \ \ O'-c.; *\u • - 

* >' < 'i*ge 1 ' \rker * • *, 
<v< re m m ned at \ a* 
.< t'e Marker wi> Y 
\vif*\ devottd to * ; 
charrh," ~a fur h* 


vir./iarrF 

MaRCH ic. 
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'!• H *T 


Public Enemy 







Mrs. KaR» <Mai l^u'kcr, killed 
by federal agents in Florida along^ 
with her son, Fred, is 1 'atcd the 
mo*t vicious criminal of the last 
generation by G. Edgar Hoover, 
chief of the “G” men. • 


averse to back fence gossip. There 
her .sons arrived, Herman, Lloyd, 
Arthur and the favorite, whom she, 
r 3 )h d Freddie. 

’She went to church and Sunday 
sjhoul, dragging her brood with her 
t l o Slug the hymns with the samo 
lustiness as the rest of the congre- 
gation. With her went George her 
husband, a mild, inoffensive, quiet 
man who seemed somewhat bewiH 
dorod by h.s dominating wife. This 
was especially true when he at- 
tempted to assume the guidance of 
h lo growing boys. There was a fe- 
!*jie intensity about Ivates deter*. 
. )i/vtl‘on that no one but herself 
ImuM bo their mentor; and in her 
they could do no wrong. 

The neighborhood . Upew . het 


Tititraren first as rowdy irtnmgsfceYs, 
window breakers and petty pilferers. 
Complaints to the father brought the 
information that ‘they'd have to tall! 
to ma -she handled the boys/ Re* 
course to Kate Barker resulted i t 
tirades against their accusers. , 

Boys Get Into. Trouble 
“By 1910 every one of the four 
sons had been accused of breaking 
some state law. It was not until 
1934, however, that the “G" men re- 
ceived information that the gang 
had broken laws under its jurisdic- 
tion. In every instance of those 
state offenses the procedure of ‘Ma' , 
Barker, as she had now become . 
known, was exactly the same. Fir.-t, 
argument; then storming denuncia- 
tion of .what she complained was a 
studied campaign of persecution. 
Hers were good boys, she insisted, 
the best in town. Failing in this 
tirade, she would weaken, beg for 
clemency. 

“Home again with her guilty off- 
spring there would be bitter up- 
brriding for the clumsiness of flight 
which had led to their capture. With- 
out realizing it, she was teaching 
herself as well as her sons, and 
learning the lessons which wore to 
make her the most ruthless and dar- 
ing criminal leader of her time. Not 
once, apparently, did it enter h«»r 
head to punish her boys for wrong 
doing. Laws counted little against 
her belief that they could do no 
wrong. 

“They moved to Tuffca, Okla., and 
’ t bc-bor-?— e n t to school there, b ut 
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thov re-educated themselves m'the r 

ompauy of the CVnt ™ ! r>nrk - an *' 4 

» < row* of wmrigsters who played f 
ajbmit the park in the daytime, lluu f 
iv^ent forth to night robberies. Here , 
*vere vinous criminals in the mak- ^ 
jmr. the Barker house was their ‘ 
! meeting place There they could ( 
I tuik of crime, while ‘Ma’ Barker sat « 
and listened, offering here and there 
canny suggestions on ways to outwit 
the law. 

“Finally the word passed from 
crook to crook that there was a 
place in Tulsa where a criminal not 
caly would get protection, but 
s&rewd advice. ‘Ma' grew fatter, 
shrewder— and prospered. 

Reveled in Luxury 

“Criminal/; from a dozen peniten- 
tiaries sought her out If a criminal’ 
needed a new partner for a job ‘Ma’’ 
Barker could put him in touch with 
the best man available. Only two 
things were lacking at ‘Ma’s’ — liquor 
and women. A man was a fool to 
drink, she said. Likewise, he was 
a fool to run around with women;, 
sooner or later they'd put the law on 
him. Meanwhile, her boys took part 
h\ robbery after robbery. , 

“ ‘Ma’ lived in luxury. To .feel 


through ^aks, firing mtuted and pventt.«»«r 

•**•“**• 

desired, to order extravagantly and 
at random— all these were great sol- 
aces to ‘Ma’ Barker. In all her life 
she was not once arrested. She wa s 1 
officially charged with only one 
crime, in spite of later revelations). 

“Her ambition grew, demanding 
bigger, more lucrative forms of law- 
lessness. A kidnaping flashed across 
the front pages of the newspapers , 
and ‘Ma’ took her cue. Soon after- 
ward the nation learned that Ed- 
ward G. Bremer of St. Paul had 
been kidnaped, finally to be released 1 
on payment of $200,000 ransom. 

“ ‘Ma' was the hub of the Bremer 
kidnaping. When the net gradual- 
ly closed, she fled to Florida, living MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 

in a luxuriously furnished, expend MARCH 13 1936. 

sively built establishment on the 
shores of Lake Weir, with her son, 

Fred. The beautiful white house 
was an arsenal. In it were two j 
machine guns, two shotguns, three I 
1 automatic pistols, cartons of am- » 
m munition, a rifle and five bullet*- 
i proof vests. 

t “In the darkness of night a special 
squad surrounded the place. Whe|i 
i the inmat.es refused to^ surrender, i 
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J. Edgar Hoover Says ‘Mother 
Barker' Was More Dan- 
gerous Than Dillinger 


Rpccial to the flvcnina Lrdfjer 

New ifork, March 13. — The most 
vicious, dangerous and resourceful 
criminal brain that America has 
produced In the last generation be- 
longed to a woman, declares J. Ed- 
gar Hoover, director of the Govern- 
ment’s G men, in the first of a 
series of articles written for the 
American Magazine^nd dealing 
with the most famous cases Jn the 
history of his bureau. f 
“She was the most' ' dangerous 
lawbreaker m my experience,” he 
says. “More so than Dillinger or 
"Baby Pace’ Nelson or any of the 
rest of our so-called No. 1 public 
enemies. 

“She was a woman called ‘Mother 
Barker’ by scores of satellites. In 
her sixty years she reared a spawn 
of hell. Of her four sons, one was 
a mail robber, -another a hold-up 
man, and remaining pair highway- 
men, kidnappers and wanton mur- 
derers. 

“To a great extent their criminal 
careers were directly traceable to 
their mother. To her they looked 
for guidance and for daring re- 
sourcefulness. They obeyed her im- 
plicitly. So, too did the other mem- 
bers of the Barker- Karpis gang of 
hoodlums, highwaymen, kidnappers 
and murderers which she headed. 

Fond of Hymns 

“With the calm of a person or- 
dering a meal Mother Barkei 
brought about bank robberies, hold- 
ups or kidnappings and commanded 
I the slaying of persons, some ol 
’ whom only a short time before had 
enjoyed what they thought was her 
friendship. Yet she liked to hum 
hymns, and at one time in her life, 
at least, she was deeply religious 
and a regular church attendant. 

“Crime travels into strange places 
for its recruits. For Mother Barker 
it reached into a farmhouse in a 
pocket of the Ozark Mountains 
eighteen miles from Springfield. 
Mo., where a dark-haired girl 
reached the age of marriage in the 
, middle nineties. Friends knew her 
, as ‘Arne’ Clark. 

1 “The life of her childhood had 
been that of an ordinary Missouri 
i farm— church. Sunday school, pic- 
; nics, hay rides, candy pulls and the 
little red schoolhousc. Somewhere 
i she gained the nickname of Kale. 
| Her family was circumspect and re- 
j mained so. 

“A young farm laborer named 
George Barker came along. They 
were married at Aurora, Mo., where 
Kate Barker was known as a good 
wife, devoted to I he Presbyterian 
church, a fair housekeeper and 
averse to back -fence gossip. There 
her, sons arrived — IfteHvwciTr - ' Lloyd. 
Arthur and' the favorite, whom she 
called Freddie. 


« 


Went to Ch. U akj ffi jth Brood *' 

„,®i e i vent y* tfwrch and Sunday 
school, dragging her brood with her 
to sing hymns with the same lus- 
t ness as the rest of the congrega- 
tion With her went George her 
husband, a mild, inoffensive, quiet 
Jnan, who seemed somewhat bcwil 
tiered by his dominating wife r\ s 
was especially true when he at- 
tempted to assume the guidance of 
is growing boys. There was a fc- 

nation^thaf abou( ' Kate ’ s dcter mi- 

shouTd hn fLi on . e but herself 
snouia be their mentor, and in h 

e ^'"ri^ e ^ . c< ?uld do no wrong. 

drpn flra e g lborhood knew her chil- 
dren first as rowdy youngsters win 

dow breakers and petty pi?fe?m 
Complaints to the father brouahl' 

talk ln tn° r Mnn° n Ula1, they’d lmvc to 
bnvv "a Mothei '— she handled the 
! u . , Recol, rse to Kate Barker re 
’ cusers. " tiracles “Schist their ac- 
''By 1910 every one of tin* fn.»r 

some SUf^ e i n acc T Ufi0d of breaking 
state law. It was not untn 
h^er, that the F. B. I 
, ed m formation that tlie gang 

io b Tn°n a ' VS ," nder hs Juri.sdic- 
o,' • In _ every instance of those • 

Mother 0 n° n 'l es thft Procedure of I 
Mothei Barker, ns she had now * 

sam 0 c 1C pi^ 0 ' V '’’ Was exactly the 
same. I* list argument, then storm-. 

h^danunclatlon of what slui com - 

persecution'’ a „ studied campaign of 
{2, uo ? ut on - Hers were good’ bovs 

sbe insisteor* 1 tmr'best in 
filing in this tirade she would 
weaken, beg for clemency." 


* i'. i'*** t.j 

j Mr. ToiH-m 

t Mr. 

] U; s. ; r 4 

j r. t o M 

I Mr. m , fu* „ 

Mr. r’Hfir. 

I T r l'< . wo/ Mt 
j Ah . Pu bo i?- 
■ ; 


i Mr. fieitb 


Mr, h<;J 4 U«r 

.Mi*, Quinn. 

Mr. ScbiMcr 

Mr. Tnirun 

Mr. T'rncv 


Philadelphia Ledger 
f'arch 13 , 1936. 
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, ' Hr* Sooner Blospog, • :.' 

Editor,. ' , *, 

; The American. llagaaine, * '••••• 
250 Park Avenue, ■ ; 

' •Uec Xork City* •,, -, • 

Dear Hr* Blossoms ' , •, .- '., 
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. 193.&* .. ; *. ; •• - 

.*• •• Okattanooga, Tennessee, Hems, - Hareh 1$,. -’. ; . . " /. / 

~ is 36*. '." - . \- •;. \.;. '■ ."■; . "/ -, i( - ’ • 

,y ‘ Pontiac,, pichigen. Press, Hareli 2$, 1936,; - 

.‘.jJBwi Kansas City Star, .IlaTcli .,29^^93$, > •” . •., 
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vrrtxirtixl Sureau nf Jttti^tigaftmt 


1. §>. iteparlmetti of iustla* 

Washington Field Office, Room 5252, 
Washington, D. C. 



April 28,1936. 


PERSONAL AND 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.. C. 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS $ 

THEFT OF &22A.00 EROM- 
MR. COURTNEY RILE1C00PER, 
RALEIGH HOTEL . WASHINGTON »D ♦ C ♦ 


Dear Sir: 


Supplementing letter from this Office dated April 
27,1936 in the above entitled case, this is to inform you that 
Special Agent R. P. Burruss is presently registered at the 
Raleigh Hotel, Room 468 under the name of C. J.Wanill of Norfolk, 
Virginia. v' 


APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 

mi 

SLIP(S) 



EKT:MBL 


Very truly yours, 

J fW \<Stx^r- 

J. M. KEITH , ( 
Special Agent in Chan 
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3Mn‘al Hhirpau of Snurjsiigaftmt 

31. £. Ifepartumtt nf 3Juati« 

Washington Field Office, Em. 5252, 
Washington, D.O . 

April 27,1936. 1 1 

HT"? PERSONAL AND COE 


Mr. Nathan — 

Mr. Tolson.., 

Mr. Batsgfcmau 

CMef Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey ... — — — 

Mr. Sdwords 

Mr. Egon. 

Mr. For^yorth . 

Mr. Harho 

\ Mr. Joseph — — ... 

Mr. EoSth- 

Mr. — 

IDENTIAL!’ 




Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington,D.C. 


\1 f ‘ 

(^vj Mr. Tracy- 


Tracy — 
Mis 3 Gandy-. 



,/ - 


Dear Sir: 


RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

THEFT OF $225.00 FROM 
MR. COURTNEY RYLElPloOPER, 

RALEIGH HOTEL<WASHINGTQN.D;C . < 

appropriate AGENCIES 

AND FJ^t n OFFICES 
ADVIFFD r'.'ijvl 

SS ts > 

DATE 



This is to advise that- Special Agent R. P. Burruss 
is now working , on this case in the place of Special Agent J.B. 

Shiley. * 

Agent Burruss ip/presently registered at the Raleigh 
Hotel under the name of C.JgPanill of Norfolk, Virginia. As soon 
as the room number is ascertained, this information will be furnished 
the Bureau. 

To date no developments have occurred in the investigation 
of this case, however, the plant at the Hotel is being continued by 
two Agents. 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


i 

Federal. Bureau of Investigation 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


April 22, 1936 


O 

Mr. Courtney %ley Cooper,,. 
1212 Fifth Avenue, 

New York City, New York. 





Dear Ryley: 

.i 

There were sent to your office on April 
20, 1936 under Government Bill of Lading #<1-76039 
the following articles: A copy of the death mask 

of Dillinger, a Thompson submachine gun, an auto- 
matic pistol and an'apple core in moulage- for use- 
in your exhibit . 

Enclosed is the original copy of Govern- 
ment Bill of Lading #J-76039. 


Cordially, 





-it. ~ 



America's Best Bead Weekly 


CHANlN BUILDVNG 
12 2 EAST 4 2^P ST. 
M EW YORK CITY 


OFFICE of 
PULTON OU RSLER 
editor in chief 


April 23rd, 1936. 


1 


J 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ,, 


Mr. Nathan - 4 

Mr. ToJson 

Mr. Banglmmn 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards - 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Harho «. ^ 

Mr. Joseph . 

Mr. Keith j 

Mr. looter 

Mr. Qoinn — 

Mr* Schildor - 

Mr. Tcsaxa - 
Mr. Tresy 
Mio 3 QcniyL. 


My dear Mr. Hoover*. 


I have just learned that you have made an arrangement 
articles for the American Magazine- 


writs & series 



Now X have the greatest admirat ion fo ss 01=1 X consider one 

for more than twenty-five years; its edt , Nevertheless I feel 

of the most «2XSL “ « spoSmXSp, hut of considerable 

SS -- Z Xlte and teU yon hj upset I was on learning this news. 


The facts, which no doubt were aXed if I'would 

who represented himself to me as your »«!”*> definite ly and finally yes, 

^XhVlfwouuX at yoS Xioe without haggling. He promised then to get 
£ material^ fX UBsfi/if he got it for anybody, and went away. „• 


% 

r< 


, +i, 4 q maf+pr before me where I could see 

Since that time, I have ke P t a m ®“ % „ in my pocket. We repeatedly asked 

it every day, in a little notebook c J ^ P mterial . H is reply was 

tovelhf KrmterSrSd HMJltet » ^ I— *«» t0 Wi ° a ” 
Magazine without giving us any chance whatsoever. • 




I know - as one of the journalist — n^oftte 

that you do not favor that kind of m y q editor who has actually 

or favors, but I do feel that as the^ly ““ one who has praised your 
helped your department to capture £ lacture platform, that X was 

entitled X^a “tXaf ^ ~ ~ ^ ^ e4 

your k department at all, so far as I can discover. 


j vui uvj/-. ~ — 

I am not sore, Mr. Hoover, but I am shocked and diepinttnde-h^-^to 
-Mti-Vi z=i4-Vi o*n AtlY* flf forts are really worth while. / ** J cy&C v 


I am not sore% mt* nuuvui ? - — .. n _ 

X aia UVL syi ? - c rpallv worth while# 

sometimes whether our efforts are re i y 

- RECORDED & INDEXED 

With best wishes, 1 am 


V ' i w» 

\ (Jl- ZUSTZC-ZZb 

r ** ’ ' rriGATicN 

1936 


Faithfully v^urs. 


FOsW 


MAY 18 ,938 ,-SSLSm^. r< 

4 pV ^ 
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America's Best Read Weekly W 
CHAN1N BUILDING 
122 E A S t *4 2?? ST. 
'NEW YORK CITY 


OFFICE OF 
FULTON OURSLER 
EDITOR IN CHIEF 




^ — | jjto? 

lie. Nathan 
\?&r. ToIaon.-.n^X- 




May 3, 1936. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

U. 8* Department of Justice, 

Washington, D.G. 

My dear Mr. Hoover; 

I was glad indeed to receive your letter of 
the twentieth which set MSeScan 

in X M ?££i« JSSr rtt«5S» in not coamercial- 

itlng onyou^ ^osiWon as hLd of the Government law 
enforcement bureau. ‘ • 

You may be sure that Liberty will continue to 
support you and your worlc whenever opportunity presen s 
itself. 

With every good wish to you, ; 

I 

Faithfully yours, ' - 


miton\P«fsler.; 
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Office of Director (J I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE l 


Record of Telephone Call or Visito 
May 10 ' 1936. 


Time 7:30 pm 

Name tele Mr. C R^Cooper at^ 


Referred to 


Detai Is : 


\Mr. Baughman 

Chief Clerk L\. 

Mr, Clegg J- — \ 

Mr. Coffey A ' 

. Mr. Edwards — 


Mr. Foxworth.. 

Mr. Horbo 

Mr, Joseph — 
Mr>lLeIth M 


\ \ tflr. Quinn^.. 

^ Mr . Schilder. 

iOt' e t^lr. T srsm ... 


Mr. Tracy... 
Miss Gaudy. 


U J 

^ OO v 
eSl cn 

r**» r 


! — cx a show 

5S to com 

S to 80 

U-J LU st 

I rv I — 

S: §®OOBT)BT> 


Informed him that Chauffeur Smith had 
told me of his call for a car; that I was 
holding Smith and another chauffeur with 
two cars to meet the Director and Mr. Tolson 
when they arrive. 

He interrupted me to say"thatiis fine", 
that he had been thinking it over and had 
decided it was not the thing for him to do 
to use a Bureau car to call for a friend. 

He said he had planned oh calling for W- T G. 

(also referred to as "Granny") now playing in 
a show in Baltimore; that "Granny" wanted 
to come to D C tonight, see the FBI in the 
morning and return to Baltimore in time 
to go on , show. , — — 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


At 11 ?L m., May 8, 1936, Mr. Douglas 
^Coulter, of th^Columbia Bro^casting* System, and 
Mr. CourMey\Riley^ooperj^were conducted on a 
specii^g-tfour through the Identification Division, 
the Crime Laboratory, the Pistol Range, the Gym- 
nasium, the Exhibit Room, the Reception Room, 
and the Director’s Office, by Mr. Dawsey of the 
Publications Section. 



In view of the fact that Mr. Coulter 
had only approximately one hour to spend in the 
Bureau he was afforded a rather hurried tour. 



At the conclusion of the tour his finger- 
prints were placed in the Civil Identification files 
and he stated that it was a very interesting tour. 


Respectfully, 
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'* ::■ ’ A "A . • with bbb facts* Stolen by:«-.j»3aber of tMsJaob was recovered' ■ 

:- rneaber p$ the Walker family,' evidently having •; been’ Purchased * ‘ 

A ' 'S' tost- A 

' «?®P»lcbi» Should bs ’’Urniacbi.'t ' ; AA ';•••:•-•> ", vA} « ,_t 

A'. A ' A - A ? pn page ‘.eighteen, it is stated that. oars Valued at .. ' ; ‘ 
VA’ A ‘I ■' . V . v300,000 were recovered in one portion .bf Kurope. ■ In so fhr as .V ; '- 
A A-;A'A -• *'\ \***** approximate; fi'Offi .tW; ‘flies, 'gSOO.Odd vmb - tho valne-*ttf:.to1l"A * ” 
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p* rs identified In Soraay Aras i-appyp^ia^tely, 000* . ;* ' v .' • : . •:. 

thought ttet ;^siba^tb4si dhabg^; -h^d. 4^' &da : . 
in the drafts of tbs. 'Story inasmuch., as apparently i tbey- wefe discussed 
by. you when. ^ou^were in' Wasbihgtohi ; ' .However,/!, wanted’ to oali-,^ tbbW- , 
^.^ttention in the event. the changes were not incorporated ih‘A 
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' * Mr. Keith 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR ( 

Mr. Schilder — 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

‘ ' */ | Miss Gandy 

I have .reviewed the , attached article entitled ^ ’'BlaLBl a^. 

the Black Man” by Courtney Ej^lej^Cooper and find the articlp co rre ct...., 
rrom a' ractual^ackgrouncl, l 'witE^Ke , ^xci§ption of the f ollowir ~ ‘ 1 


On Page 15, the statement that a car was stolen from the 
family of former Mayor Walker of Mew York is not in accord with the 
facts in this case. A car stolen by a member of this mob was re- 
covered from a member of the Walker family, evidently having been 
purchased by the Walker family in good faith. On the same page, the 
word "Urmichi" should be "Urumchi" . 

> • jt 

On Page 18 Mr. Cooper stated that cars valued at $300,000 
were recovered in one portion of Europe. In so far as we can ap- 
proximate from the Bureau files, $300,000 was the value of all cars 
recovered in this investigation, including those shipped interstate 
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May 14, 1936 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



i 


Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. Tolson- 
Mr. Baughman . 
8 Chief Clerk 


Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Edwards 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth*. v 

Mr. Harbo 

; Mr. Joseph 

| Mr. Keith 

*j Mr. Lester 




< t.Sr. Quinn. 

Pursuant to your -instructions in making 
available to Courtney Rvley^ Cooper several serials in 
the Weyerhaeuser case, I informed him that of course 
he should be very careful to thoroughly cover the 
sources of the information used in this case, since 
it would be verv^unde s irable for the Director to be 
dragged into a Jcpntroversy with state officials 
concerning thefe parole o f these subjects. I further 
informed Mr . Cooper of your statement that he must 
take any action in this case on his own responsibility. 



Respectfully, 



E. A. Tamm 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS. 




Res Telephone call of Mr. Courtney 


jtyi^ 22 £§£~' 

j 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, calling by telephone, 
was referred to me from your office. He wanted /to know 
what the all over dimensions of a T hompson Sub m achine.. gun 
were without the shoulder stock. I told him 2 5 3 inches. 


Mr.'SSasca-fe^™.. 

KEr '.Baaj^EU— 
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ffe^SwuSu}' Imwh 
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Mr. Erato- 

"wnM 

_ Eft.IiesjCss-.. 

J QqBSS.mwwmmw* 

' ItTp. fisy^-Wal. 

BSs?.IteE3 
SSr.'ifeeS?. 


Respectfully, 


E. P. Coffey. | 
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Chief Clerk 
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YV NEWYORK NY MAY 15 95 1A 
CLYDE TOLSON ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 




^ 4 ®^ 


DEAR CLYDE MY ADDRESS FOR NEXT THREE WEEKS WILL BE 


SANTAROSA HOTEL SEBRING FLORIDA BEST WISHES 


COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER. 


1012AM. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

MAnX.9j.a36 A. M. 

U. s. DEPART M EFT* «STICE 
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FILE 


Prof. Thos. Timson, Vice-Pres. 
Leicester* England 


OFFICERS 
Geo. J. Gnau, President 
Pres. Detroit Insurance Agency 
J. F. Wright. Secretary 
A. O. McCrae, Treasurer 
Detroit Trust Company 
A. O. Thomas. First Vice-Pres. 
Industrial Engineer 


Lyndon R. Babcock 
Author and Teacher 
Mrs. J. Edgar Finley 
Housewife and Club Woman 
Mrs. Arlo A. Emory 
Housewife and Club Woman 
Mrs. W. R. Alvord 
Housewife and Club Woman 




Vice-Pres 

itzerland 


Prof. Lee Vrooman, 
Smyrna, Turl 




Dr. Philo Rays, Vice-Pres. 
y^ome, Italy 


Established, Year 1914 


Mr J.Edgar 
Federal Bu: 
Washington 


HUMAN ENGINEERS 

("Reading the Price Tags of Life”) 
Invitational — Educational 

James F. Wright, D. C. S., Founder and Chief Executive 
968 HANCOCK AVENUE WEST 
Telephone Temple 2-6987 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN, U. S. A. 
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Dear Mr Hoover-:. UHI 

\.f The first paragraph of your vronderfully inter estiig stdry 

entitled ” Th^ @ ea 1 -Pub llC-JBnemy! 1 . . in the April issue of Ths^Amermcan Magazine,.. 

compels me to write and Briefly tell you of the writers fifty years study of the > 

great human problem, resulting in TWENTY TWO years work with men andtvwomen in ' 

various prisons in America on a plan we have successfully demonstrated as a 
CURATIVE for prisoners, and for fifteen years with pupils in public, private 
and parochial schools as a PREVENTATIVE. * 

A Knowing how busy you must be, we will attach J^st as little reading matter 

I as we think will prove our claims, and our Mr John^jj^-aylor, 1302 Randolph St H.W. 

p Washington D.C, will be happy to make an appointment and explain in detail, 

_ ^ just how we may be able to help you. 

< ^ 3 | We are incorporated under the laws of Michigan to opem te to reach all 

<^jj races and creeds WITHOUT PROFIT, so have no religious, financial or political 

ax to grind. The last fifteen years the late Joseph Boyer, head of the Burroughs 

J Adding Machine Company lived, he spent approximately a quarter of a million 

4 dollars demondtrating our program in verious prisons in America, and in public, 

P private and parochial schools in America as well as Europe. 

With the approval of Church and shhool officials our prohram has been 
> operating in Rome Italy the past ten years, an<i so far as we cab learn ours is the 

IT only outside organization thst has ever been invited or permitted to so into 

Jf\ public, private and parochial schools DURING SCHOOL HOURS to discuss morals, and Q 

'Hr this has been possible simply because we neither <prote the bible nor permit the g", 

discussion of religious subjects from any theological point of view in our 
j classes. 

When called upon to classify our program with religion, we call ours a 
common sense religion of conduct, and leave doctrinal religion entirely with the 
, , . n * .aunday school and church. 

JUN 4 l&s® 

We shall be pleased to hear from you and answer any questions thst may come 
RECORDED to your mind, and hone you j?ullJUc.all upon our Mr Gaylor fer more definite information. 


INDEXED 

Mr" 


,”** A Yours in services 
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Hay 14 . less. 


H*S Jamoo ' f* Wright* 

Founder end Chief Executive »■ 

. Pathfinders of Acterica*. Ino** 
968 Hancock Avenue West* . '■ ;.'. 
Detroit;* Michigan*. , .-• , .'* 


• fcear Hr* Wright v 


; . . X have received your letter dated Hay 6 * 1936 , 
referring to the recent article* prepared ty Courtney Eyley 
Cooper and as,, in the April issue of •the American Magazine* 

:> . I deeply appreciate your writii^.ae and anolos**- 

i*S soiao of your reading matter* X am. always interested 
in projects designed to lessen crime and to learn that . ' 

thought is heing given to this very iraportsnt problem, • - 

' ' '*;•* With.hest wishes and hind regards'* X can . . ; 

•' . ■ vKy •• , ’ Sincerely youro* ; * • v 

\fr/ t'f . .; ■ : > V; • •' ■'■ Ji ;*dga» Hoover - - ' ?•** />, U ' 
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Miss Gandy...^fl 


. John Edgar -Hoover* , 
V Director* v- ' 
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Dear Mr. Wright ; 


>212 Brady Street 
Davenport , IOWA. 


December 5th, 1918*,. 


I am surprised at the tremendous power or influence of the Pathfinders of America 
na-e causes men and women to- change as their letters indicate* I confess it 'is 
a all olear to me, for it seems to me men have been appealed to on all linee 
or ages with about the* same result, until your organization came to them, which 
seems to grip hold of men’s hearts and causes them to "right about face#” Where 
m h , ^ ^ ereilGe ^ rom hundreds of things that have been tried out before? 
t ® men and women have changed by your teachings, but I fail 

Please explain this teaching or philosophy or whatever you 
caj_x it, that has such tremendous influence over the lives of men, < 

HEREIN IS 

As a Pathfinder student in prison, Mr. Wright has a Ske aRfif B 

rt I o-no4*-! am mm 1. 1 trffTtr j i .... . _ . ° 


Dear Mr. Drummond : 


Yours truly, 
*********** 


- aaa aoADU UifcJ UU gXVt? yUU illy 

p ana ion as to WHY the Pathfinder philosophy has made such a great success with 
men and women in prison where so many efforts have failed. 

What no creed, cult or refoim society. has been able to inspire in the type of 
S e ^ d , WOmen Upon wiliGh its efforts have been expended, the teaching of the 
•I!? 1 * 8 America has accomplished. And the answer to this riddle (if 

riddle it be) is so simple that it seems strange it has been neglected so long. 

Failure" as the term is applied to the individual who makes a complete wreck of 
hls ^ 116 is t0 find salvation, the kind of salvation that will make of him 
a MASTER MAW, a success of all the worth while things of life, he must find that, 
salvation WITHIN HIMSELF, NOT IN SOME OUTSIDE POWER; 

***’********* 


The success of the Pathfinder work is due to the fact that it arouses in MAN an 
interest in HUJjfSELF , (not some intangible diety, to whom his life has been a 
stranger, and when he gets bn real intimate terms with himself', gets acquainted 
wi„n all the defects, the weaknesses of .this companion with whom he of necessity 
must constantly associate*, when he begins to THINK and REASON he is then facing 
the light and from then , on he begins the UPWARD CLIMB. 


A man may meet with disappointment, may fail time and time again, may lose in- 
terest} in a God (if that interest caused him to change his method of living) but a — ' 
man no' matter how' despondent, WILL NEVER ENTIRELY LOSE INTEREST IN HIMSELF , - ONCE 
HE FAS HAD THAT INTEREST AROUSED, ONCE HE HAS BEEN UNDER THE PROCESS OF DEVELOP- . • 
MENT, THAT is WHY tbs Pathfinders slow the batting average they cio y WHY they ’ 
number so few ’‘Backsliders" (as "the religious exponents term it). In fact, there, 
is no such thing as complete loss of a single unit. One may fail, he may even 
sink in the mire so deep that the ripples on the surface are lost to sight and 
yet— if he once- had an interest 'in CHARACTER BUILDING, in DEVELOPING HIMSELF— 

HE'LL COME BACK. . . 


Its one of these germs that CANNOT EE DESTROYED, GIVE HIM TIME, he’ll gradually 
force his way back to the light,, and when once a man of that type is established, 
he'll be a STRONGER, MORE ENDURING link in the chain of brotherhood than the. man 
who can count but a single victory to achievement* 

Your question is a natural one, and yet it seems strange that thinking men have • 
not seen it before. It is only a question of time and that fast coming when this 
philosophy .will be universally adopted. Thanking you for your interest and hop** 
ing my humble contribution and those of my fellow members here my prove en- 
lightening, I beg to remain. D.S.J. Pathfinder Inside Council No.. 1 _#1068._ 


T V 




Dear Mr. Drummond: Detroit ; -Mich/ Dec* 15, 1918. 

I have read your letter of 3 the oth , to Mr." ‘Tlfright, asking some questions regarding 
th'e Pathfinder philosophy,;- and by request of 'Mr/ 'Wright will give -you.-my opinion, 
based on over two years .experience. 

"Thought becomes act, "act repeated becomes habit, 

Habit forms character and CHARACTER decides destiny." 

. The above is one .’of the fundamental 4 principles- in the teachings ‘of the 'Pathfinders 
o» --the truth of which pulled me “out of New* York -to Detroit. 

I was seeking certain aid in the ’off ice of> Maud > Ballington Booth,- ’with a view 'of 
, joining ber organization if I was acceptable, ‘--and what I consider a: VjjlRY peculiar 
incident, that a Pathfinder leaflet, was handed mo to read, by a "proxy" Christian, 
and I tumbled bag and baggage into- the Pathfinder "band wagon." • Am there yet ‘and 
have- much to be thankful for in deserting tradition for a new order : of things. 

Of course,?, before the leaflet came my. way I thought the act followed* etc*- and I 
was -"REHEATING" - but. not "ARRIVING'? because I was -not set right. I wanted -God" but 
placed him too far. away and the Pathfinders showed^ me that to know the law and 
obey it, was obeying. God. This pulled me back from despair and T went ° in strong 
for CHAIUCTER, and, in that conquest 1 I have found peace# 

Before I wanted to escape trial and tribulations, but I find that CHARACTER is 
found only thru--by-~ adjusting— LEARN THE* LAW AND' OB>vY. ' 

. I. was .converted and baptized in the usual orthodox v/ay, then I fell ’and went 
through both REFORMATORY and a State Prison, and then, when I was a real sure 

enough criminal iand sinner, the chub ch. -left me -and withdrew the hand “of fellow- 
, snip#; 

I have asked for and experienced forgiveness in my time/ but being' 'forgiven did 
not make me STRONGER. Bad acts were repeated, habits were formed and 'prison 
loomed up again, then I abandoned’ "PROXY" reform and went to work on° MYSELF, BY 
MYSELF and FOR MYSELF , and in due time it was shown 'to me and I realized 'that 
weakness, is CRIMINAL not,, '(ever ) an excuse. 

For more than two. years I -have worked close to drunken, cursing men and I’ refuse 

to go’ to their, level* THE LAW says,"' "George,' it : isn-n s WHERE- you are, it is WHO 
you are". " 


The pond lily grows ‘in the slime and ooze but it has- a rare "fragrance and lives 
its life "and: comes through true to form. I have learned through the -Pathfinders 
that my record-MUST be made through lay own courage and skill* They teach me 
this and more* I am stronger by being -one of them, 

Yours truly, ft v.* SiV/.G* 

® ' * 4 L '* #•-* mm ym mi ° 

The Pathfinders, of America have many equally interesting letters f roM men »nd 
women in vari-ou^ prisons throughout the country, and best of all, ‘we have"- equally 
as interesting letters"' from little children, even' In the 5th grades,’ as “well- as 
high schools* 
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M EX-PRISONER FROM THE SAME PRISON, WRITES SEVENTEEN -^EARSsI^IEER 


Dear Mr. Wright: ... Detroit'/ Michigan, Oct* 1st,. 1935*. 

A brief review of my criminal career will better answer how Pathfinder philosophy 
persuaded me to give up a life of crime and how it works, 

I am fifty years of age, was raised a Catholic, but from the age of 17 to 32 spent 
every Christmas in some prison, having served four terms in Ohio prisons and two 
terms in three Michigan prisons,, having been transferred from one prison in 
Michigan charged with trying to burn the prison down. 

I was serving twenty years in a Michigan .prison where the Pathfinders had an in- 
s e council, but was too busy sawing my way out and was discovered just as I had 
about completed the job, was put in the dungeon for one week, then dressed in 
stripes with an 18 pound iron ball fastened to a three foot chain with the other 
end of the chain riveted to a bracelet around my ankle,, denied all' mail, visiting, 
newspapers and chapel service,- 

* t 4 

V ^ * 

To move about the prison in my work, I picked up the ball and carried it with me. 
•One day in March, 1918, the men in the yard were reading a Pathfinder lesson on 
Price Tags," I asked if I might read it, and after reading several more I went 
to the Deputy Warden and said, "Dep, I, am through,” and he asked’ what I. wanted* 

He understood what I meant,, so I told him I wanted to get rid of the stripes and 
ball,, so I could attend the Pathfinder classes,.. As the rules of the prison pro* 
vided that a man had to wear stripes and carry the ball and chain six months and I 
had only had them three, he had to talk it over with the warden, who consented. 

I recall we studied "Price Tags, ,M, Law,” "Rights vs Duties,” "Inner vs Outer World” 
and "Our Value in Society,” and some others,. but these lessons all impressed me, 
and I started to study life as taught by the Pathfinders, In Angus t , 19 18, 
Canadian Government officials were searching Michigan prisons for Canadian sub 1 * 
jects, asking for their release to join the Canadian forces for war. 

The parole board laughed at the idea of releasing a man of my type who had served 
‘ b H t tv/o years of a twenty year sentence, to let me out on a five day parole to,, go 
' to’ panada and if I passed the physical examination and enlisted, my parole ex-" 
pired, if X failed to pass the examination I was to come back and finish my sen- 
tence, BUt when the Deputy Warden, offered to be responsible .for me,, they paroled 
me to him,, so I was paroled, passed the .examination, enlisted and the war was .over 
in three months, which made me tfc n a free man, 

I returned to Detroit, where I had married a woman of the street as. many profes- 
sional criminals do to have a home when released from; prison, I told her that -I 
was through with that kind of a life and would get a divorce, which I did. Two' 
years later I married a good woman, but not until I had tola .her all about my 
past life. Mr,- Wright, I never knew what life was until I found the Pathfinders 
and .often think what a different life X might have lived, bad I but had the Path* 
finders -in school as a boy. 

Since I was released from prison I have joined two very prominent secret orders 
and have ^ono through the chairs and now have 250 men under me in one of our large 
.automobile factories, I have you and the Pathfinders £o thank for At all, as our 
present prison systems do not reform, men, I only hope you live to see. your 
philosophy taught in every school in the land, for any philosophy that wouldu^raach 
me whore I was will save boys and girls from lives of crime, 

-* . , Yours truly, 

R, L. - Inside Council No, 1 
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HOW MEN IN PRISON REACT TO PATHFINDER LESSONS . 

„ •. • MICHIGAN.' PRISONER ' : 

My dear Mr. Wright: \ ;•••• •* ' . .. ' - ‘ • v 

I -jupt returned to my little cell, arid do you know,, Mr. Wright, that the words 
spoken ^thja evening in our class, has 3©t.'iae- to thinking, a' realization I will never 

forget? ; . ... • ; 

Out of 43 years — ’SO of it spent in prisons— I never was touched as I. was to— 
—a- sneak thief to, a - burglar-r-and just as Mr. our leader, said, we haven’t 


night 

got a cent, more now than when we started, 
tor to play square 


There is nothing' in the game; it is' bet- 
' ' No. 11822 ' 


COLORED PRISONER IN '.ILLINOIS • . , • 

My dear Mr. .Wright;- ' V 

It is my only wish to consecrate my whole life to this - work; as I can !now see 
a brighter day coming. Every-day that breaks, anew upon this new life is brighter 
than the preceding one. - — • ' 

The time is not long before wo will have an opportunity to organize an INSIDE 
Council in this institution, as I am interesting moro. 'meri each 'day i. NbiA-1057 


.IOWA PRISONER 


.:/■ 


r • 



My dear Mr; Wright: ' 

• Before I ; was introduced to you arid your .plan of life, I constantly. blamed 
society in. general and some persons in particular for the. plight I was in. Since I 
have had .the opportunity of reading your lessons and books, I can see how- my scheme 
of living was falsei ’ - y .• - No; 7381 

, ' •* MONTANA. PRISONER ' 

I have come further during the' past , year with your help,; than I ever got '.be- 
fore in all my life* time; the ideals of today are so. far.- ahead -of last year,’ that if 
I had :not kept -track of myself * I would not' knov/J ft was the .same man,- and .when I' 

-00i< forward and see the great possibilities before me,'- can hardly say; enough to ex- 
press my. thanks to the- unseen povversfthat directed the Detroit News - intb my hands, ' 
through which. I learned of tho Pathf inders- of America. J.LvMcD. ' ’• r ■■■ 

caldtoNNia prisoner ; 

I came to this prison to serve tlii’ee', years , and I -want ;to, tell you,. Mr. Wright,, 
that I ..don't regret it at- '.all, for I pfo&ably never would have become -a - . Pathfinder, 
or know anything . about, crime. Sbmetitnes. it is’ necessary to go through' certain chan- 
nels or. roads to find the .right path.. Liberty means much tb'me, but what I have . 

• learn ed * n the 'short time I have been here in my ’.connection -with- the Pathfinders, is 
v/orth more to me than my- three- years of - liberty. .; No. 31736 - 

, - i; ; • <*• ARIZONA .PRISONER (LIFER). : '• • 

Thru you and Mr, — the right kind of' seed has been- planted at this prison and 
it will expand and grow to.be fruitful-, f What, has been done -in my. .case can.be .done ' 
for others and if you only, knew what good -it has .done me, yoif -would never stop this., 
•good work until you. have planted this seed in ;every prison iri the . United States. 

It , is (tp-rie regrotod that sufficient', funds, are not’ available for 'this kind' of* 
work, in Preference : t,o : ' ; n F6reigri Missions.”; ; Mr. 'Wrigh,t|;some day I will- be released ' 
from this -prison, and rest assured .you have :been -the -medium ty which 1 at least one''', 
soul has b.een -made -happier and with a- purpose" to live; - NOT FOR REVEtTOE , - but with a 
determination "To Know the,' Law; and ;, .Live a Life of-' Service to Mankind." D, . Box B.^ ' 

TE'INESSEE PRISONER (Ex-Minister ) 

I am . convinced, that this, movement of the Pathfinders ofV; America will' bring' 
about a. reform in education - and religion equalled; by no; evenf of -the past,-. not even 
that of Wesley -or- Martin Luther., . If only .the jthinkingV people' know conditions that 
ojcis.t, I feel that , there ;,v;ould be a.. wave of reform, swopping over J.our land. -Loader... 

' . v- ;LOT; HiKCEISR/.JN; - t ‘v 

* - f l 1 ?. ^ cou . ld s P ea ^;a ■ wo?d b efore- :tha T t;''.body of noble 'men a nd wromeqy '■ •' ' ‘ 

r^R^sfi^ty^ofr^my being; '■ wifn -all,:, jbhpj .r'eryor-^or, ;afc*<5Qry^if^d’'^Pfpm’ /the f'd^^Ks ’joTf ' “des^ - 
.? a ^ r » .'i'-.’UPUid- cry -Where, moral ' suasion , .-puiiismerit.'v ‘sent imenfaiit y preaching and ; ' 
all other-" external energy^ ^'pf v i^;.have-^i^^ CHARACTER: BUILDING principles of 

the Pathfinders of America .have -faxiriedrithe tspark of Divinity to the desire "To Know'" 
t.hp ; Law, and-Livo a Life pf-,-Servico,to'_Mankind." '"Words are- feeble to oxpress my^^ 
gratitude to, you and . the noble organization. -that has salvaged so many men and-' women 

fr-om the. scrap heaps of society. /• • •• -(Mrs.) C. •' ' 

, * ' , 4 . t< . * , ; ■ - 

•’ . - /■' SING SING PRISONER 

While .,in Sing Sing Prison; I heai’d all the ismsf -cults or new doctrines 'New 
York City had :to, offer the inmates,, but nothing ever- appealed!, -to them or created 
such deep interest . as- yoxir talk .in the: prison. Chapel that Sunday afternoon. -"‘'You -are 
destined for great: tilings, and I am glad you crossed my path*; • You give mo new.' faith 
and inspiration. , u -i.v;Ed-i-tOr2,‘ >sing 

■# 62.6 







I have known of this man Wright for a number of 
years, but know very little about him ; he may be a hero 
or he may be a villain in disguise, but I do know that 
he has accomplished something that has not been accom- 
plished since the time of Christ-4ie has made virtue 
more attractive than vice. — Edwin L. Miller, Assistant 
Supt. of Schools, Detroit, Mich. 




CONVIM 




VIDENC3 OF PUPIL RESPONSE 


A®®hiUSIASM 


Atter four years demonstration work in the public schools of Cleveland* Ohio* the 
Board of Education has officially taken charge of the program, and ordered and paid 
for more than 30,000 Pathfinder lessons this present school year. 


The following letter is a copy of a letter from Pathfinder Council No, 14,. of the 
Alexander Hamilton Junior High School: 


Dear Mr. Wright: April 6, 1936. 

That which we are trying to express is a symbol of oui* respect and admiration 

for a man who we believe has made a large stride towards an ideal existence towards 
something which the world has as yet failed to achieve — Civilization. 

The organization of which you are the head is, in our opinion one of the finest, 
most important organizations of its time. In a world where the seemingly helpless 
are striving for peace, harmony and good citizenship in the true meaning of the word, 
the Pathfinder organization is much like a compass, obscured in some forgotten chest* 
that can guide the tossing ship to a safe and friendly port. If only man would 
realize that he has duties as well as rights; if only he could comprehend the im- 
portance of ’’Knowing the Law;” if only ho would realize that, despite riches or 
talent or powers, each person has as many ’rights’ as the othor, no one need worry 
about people of lower mentality misusing their rights# If everyone is taught to 
use dut y as a check on rights, rrof onlv applying this to persons but to nations. 

How much death, sorrow aiid misery could have been avoided if our great statesmen 
had realized that which the Pathfinders are attempting to do. 

Our main criticism of the organization is that the lessons are too far between. Of 
course, money is essential in carrying out any project. It seems rather queer that 
so much time should be. spent on music# art, etc, all of which are 'very well and 
good; culture must be cultivated and school is the place to begin doing it if it is 
not begun in. the home. However, I believe,, and so do most of my fellow students# 

Pathfinder work is vital and should be given preference o ver subjects of les-. 
ser value. I wonder if this world would hot be a hotter i-mrW -in if p^th- " 

finders would exist in at least fairly large numbers in every Nation? Certainly 
more people would be alert to what is happening on this earth; certainly more than 
one befuddled youth would bo prevented from becoming a criminal, a so-called ’’Public 
enemy.” Several of my classmates have expressed the desire to. continue this work 
throughout their Senior High School, and after graduation. I for one favor this 
plan. 

Sincerely yours, (Signed) Vivian Hurwitz, Sec’y. 

8A Social Science Junior Pathfinder Council No, 14, Alexander Hamilton Junior High 
School, Cleveland, Ohio.#, 

** * * ** * * **** ** *** 

Note: This letter has not been influenced in any way by teachers, and is the honest 

opinion of the class and its secretary * 

(Signed) . Howard V* Matson, Teacher in Social Science. 

Pathfinder Foot Note: When this class had their first Pathfinder lesson on ’’Human 

Engineering,” a year and a half ago, they considered Dillingor an educated man be** 
cause he could outwit the police. A month later their 'second Pathfinder lesson was 
on "Educated vs Graduated,” in which we discuss with thorn the fact that some men are 
graduated but not educated, while others may- be educated but not graduated -«. They 
became so interested they asked permission and -remained an hour after school to dis- 
cuss the lesson. Their opinion as to the qualifications for a Pathfinder instructor 
are as follows: 1, Interest.- 2,. Sincerity# 3.. Personality.. 4. Know Children. 

Psychologist* 6* Sencc of humour 8* Good nctoi*.w> S* Patient.#- 9* Exporionco^ 
10., Good speaker. 11. Broadminded, 12, Well-informed. 13# Large vocabulary. 

14. Quick; thinker. 1L, Grig inality,,. 16. Lessons presented informally# 17 , 

Work should not bo graded. ’-That other organization reaching all races and creeds 
for a period of TWENTY YEARS can show equal or better results? Please tell us. 


^jDT— THE PATHFINDERS OF AMKRT Pja^ 

^ iPP 3y '■ r ° Fr , Pounder 

"some SSna™^ 2 , 110 ^* 118 * C 'T' JS into existenee comi3s int ° the world to meet 
pSSSSTdS T J “T* Tha Pathfinder program is not the product of some 
yeaTstSv of tL J ° a S y aeTC:lo l> e3 .' ^t xs the result of more than fifty 

his oto Jndirtd,^ nZ? PK,i1 !? “ tha part ° f the ""ter in an effort to solve 
probJ^s o? IJhSs. W mr thouellt ' ihterest or concern about the 

he »,f!“ thr0Ug ^ ”° effOTt of "3 own in 1914 it became public information that 

vltaliKed^y^DESXRE^ni'^tnh 2 ^' 1 ^ ? em °?strated in his own life that BILL-POWER 
woTTuT ™ and stabaxized by REASON, had solved his own problems, men ana 

Si S„S S ° nS “T f tbay ^d stua y him, wha? he preierJedT 

can, Human Engineering, or Reading the Price Tags of Life.” 

vefl- r .c ! 5 T»+^ nthS late V? e had correspondents in eight different prisons, and two 
y J % ? W6re reaching 5000 men and women in various prisons , with results that 
sour? ” °S™ ng M ^ ” S ? aM the a * id * aa V’ even ^r the man ^ Mi 
Ite later ' ( 19 f 3 -) in one Detroit public school learned ?f 

to study with us SS f ° r an eXplanation? after vvhich they too asked 

schools^from the 4th S It m tCT T W ® re reachin S 25,000 pupils in Detroit 

The Pathfinders went ONLY where* t£y TevTt^tllt: ^ *"* amaZinS reSUltS * ' 

heard^^JnSi 03 ?^ 2076 ^ he&d ° f the Burroughs Adding Machine Company, 

Wright for he “°° askea for 311 explanation, after which he said ”Mr. 

tilwp^S Y P have contended that we will never solve our human problems un- 

urinciple^that'havc IT “^T 1 laWS “* apply tha 3a ” a scientmc a^SrSg 
ISSSf^iS naterial 3U00ess 30 P r °nounced. We have developed 

mechSL Sh such JSi ?b y stt ?? as f a:Lly op9:rate on the human heart; developed 

ches square and stretch 3 b3r ° f steel four feet lon « and f eur in- 

devolol* > Q +? d st ?etch it into a single wire THIRTEEN , THOUSAND MILES LONG: and 

a f roao f " "«■ =»ch an accurate knowledge of the planets aS SeS re- 
lationship to each other they can tell us years in advance just what vear month 

creeds, j g, a „n , , , t f , * you can reach and interest all races and 
I am -fed TO- on tUs ?nc~ “Tf ”*1°“’ °^r„is e 1 am not interested, as 

others to support *re‘™^ 75 s^cSf t0T EOney by the c °«‘y Fund and 

to use our ^Le^i^t^^eVSaS!^^ 0113 -- « ±S tiMa " 3 la ““ S 

milliOT\oUMj 1 demonstrSinr 1 'the 0yer 11 '" 61 ?’ he SJ,ent approximately a quarter of a 
with never a demonstration +L+- -p ?f°f r f in in various cities in America and Europe, 
approval of church and school 1 Sj 11 ??- t0 meet hlS fondest expectations.- With the 
Rome, Italy Pr ° Sram haS been in Ration in 

America to Zl ^frtTiar 3P f° Tal ° f eaU03t ° rs ln 

States is costing approximately #50. Z^°?- ^ ^ 

our program need not 1 * ar while tne entire cost of 

of tho present budget and curricula yaar pe ^ P upil : and with a slight readjustment 

rur--i“ 

end crime in^easing^tSs^er 1 ^”^^ “ST T MY ‘ 

payers were looking into this problem,, P P . it is high time tax- 

and creSf ^^RTO^SdTTc 64 maer l3,7S ° f M1 ° higan t0 reaoh Ml races 
no funds for™e S io cSSS aled . in Oot ° ber ’ 1930 - ” a ^ had 
information send one dollar to heln -n^n ree P rin ting and, postage. For detailed 
Hancock Avenue, t0 AFRICA, 968 
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Deax^Judge Lacyi 



itfeD MOTOR CSviPAHY- 
Detroit, Michigan 



October 12, 1933*. 


„ - • • Mr. J* Pi Wright, Director of Pathfinders of America, tells me that he has 
applied to you' as Chairman of the’ Trustees' of Horace G-, Rackhsm Estate, to assist 
the Pathfinder educational work in Michigan. • - . 


X feel that the Pathfinder movement is most worthy your careful consideration. 
This work has been known to me for seven or eight years, and for four years Mr. Wright 
conducted classes, in the Trade School* - „ .* 


What appealed to me most strongly was the fact that conduct and habit became 
for the boy not something superimposed - on him by society . and aut horlt y« but rather 
.something for him to regulate, and decide so that, he might secure for .Mfos eVf « graa-fo. 
er success ' in his: environment. J y 1 ' '• <■ ~ " 

I am sure, that as you know more of the movement you will .agree "that it has a 
unique appeal, to. the student. Be comes to realize that ' conduct - i3 , :c Patrolled by our, 
desires * and that ’will power guides its b u t - spasmodi<hlly hhSess -the real wish Is he— 
hind : it* - ' .f ' 7~Z ‘ ‘ 

I believe that the Raekham fund would be doing a great service to "the youth 
of Michigan by making it possible for the Pathfinder philosophy to become widely 
taught throughout: the state.' • •„ 

Yours truly, (Signed) P. E, Searle, Supt. Ford Schools. 

** 4 •* ,++ •** — •* . c * v - * 

The underlining is ours, to call your attention to the masterly manner in 
which Mr«; Searle has expressed the fundamental principles "ia.. ouT philosophy, of TRUE 
EDUCATION.- . ' •• - v . _ # 97 § 
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3.78 Via ‘Taranto, Rome. Italy*. 

■a'J ' A ‘-vI > - ' October 13. 1933 = 

Hon* Arthur J „ Lacy, Chairman * 

Trustees^ Horace. G. Rackham Estate 

Detroit Michigan/ U.S .A. 

Dear Judge Lacy: ' 

+ ‘ t ? a v the Pathfinders of America have petitioned, vour Board of Trus- 

. ' financial , assistance to carry on their most wonderful 'program, r am writ, 

ihg to inform you of our experience with their lessons here in Italy, - • ' * 

r al J* 1 wi ®‘ h to aBS ® 8 V 6il ^a‘f I. do not know Mr, Wright personally, 

at “ *» ^ a »-** * w *> 

mc .+T 1 Aa a:t ^ :LS l , US ' eleS ®- f0!p ffie to sa y much j appreciated it, as being the best 

milted it S f ' based on . SUGh P lain aad sound philosophy;- I sub- 

phUosophers df this' country and they pronounced ,it as in- 

'SrS 1 ' 8 / ?? d;I ?! Te USGd it for tea y 6 ^ 3 '’ ih eyening schools reaching all 

°1? *°W good ' aad tad; illiterate and learned, even in 

high positrons in the state; • - y 

V b t * # , 

, • *- ' a p o m a n Catholic; and with few exceptions all of my pupils are the 
»h, n ; II pariah prists »ith our lossons and. explanation 



* represented. the Pathfinders -of America in the International Con- 
PatM'inLJ'SS Pucation" here in 'Rome, 'where it was unanimously agreed that the- 
1 QPhJf / a teaching, was the "best. - In 1930 I represented them again. 
^ f 3 ® ^oagreps ln Paris, where I had the great satisfaction, of hearing it 

aS S Sfisf °l tb& delegates that; the next Congress should consider'”Char- 
actei Building” instead of ’floral Education.” 

was M^ At T th ? Se ri C0 ?I en ^ i t nS l° ne ° f tllQ most interested in Mr*- Wright’s philosophy 
- ;J\ F ' ^ ould op London, England;, secretary of the "League ' of Nations,” He 

"T I . Wfl ® a man of means I would spend my money' in spreading the Pathf inder 

philosophy to better the entire world." ' 

' .Neither Mr*. Wright; the Pathfinders of America, or the good people of your 
■ city pan imagine how much good these lessons have done -here, and .how much more 1 ' ' 
^ould be done if we had the meads to work among the poor who are thirsting for 

P ra cti^al lessons op correct living^ but lack of funds prevent con- 
tinuing the' work yp carried on for years ' • 

w .•£ ^ aad triist that your committeo will give this wonderful pro- 

gram the investigation its years of- merit justify, 
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(signed). 


Sincerely ypprs; 
Ph. L . Rays. 


' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES 
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Room 5744 


'Hfc™ 


5^/6 


v( 



Tck i<^D irector 

Mr. Nathan 


Mr. Tolson.. 
fe. Baughmsta . 

I V . l J JiZ 




_Mr. Clegg 
_Mr . Tamm 
_Mr. Edwards 
_Mr. Egan 
_Mr . Quinn 
_Mr . Glavin 
_Mr. Douglas 
_Miss Gandy 
_Mr . Tracy 
_Mr. Renneherg 
_M r • Joseph j Miss Gandy....... 

_Personnel Files s ection 
_Files Section 
.Communications W 

Miss Sheaffer 


Mr. Clegg w „ 

Mr. CoCTey .... 
Mr. Edwards . 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . 
Mr. Harbo 



See Me For Appropriate Action 

Send File Note and Return 



Clyde Tolson 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER CARE J EDGAR HOOVER 
US BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
B LACK MAN A FINE REVISION THANKS PLEASE ALSO OFFER MYj 


CONGRATULATIONS ON TOLEDO 
SpNERj^LOSBOM^ ^ 
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, Sear Mr * ; 5 ** ' ; 'j* 
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teen reading the articles concerning the Federal Bur end 
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';: - Vlitli ref crease to your' '^acgtioh’ shoyldti^t 

, ; ^ny la^.eoforeingor er|ja& detecting agency heLollotn#-' 
■.to catch end Xtm&AI *di»1.w 4 iTfi svritr ***>4 A *1 -rvO Mr ' a* 
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7Mkgist. Street 
BMBrck, N. Dafe. 


1936^1 Tilr. Nathan A 


frr. J. B. Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


, Tilr. ToIson.Y.— 

I Mr* Bauirtoen . 


Chief Clerk 

'Tilr. Clatfg ' 

jj Mr. Coffey 

Dear Sir, i Mr. Edwards 

Although I realize that you are a very busy man, I I Mr. Egon 

have a couple of questions to ask you, personally. Mr.Fosworfh 

I have been reading your articles in "The^Ame rica n 11 Mr. nnrbo --f 
^gazine lately and you usually say that you often kffow of % J ° oc e h -*-/ 

criminal and of what he is doing, but that you can do not :'?&• Kcitk *■ 

ing to him because he has not committed any crime against| Mr,Ijectsr 

the Federal Government. How don’t you think that that is k Mr - 

very poor policy on the part of our Federal Government? ~-- 

Why should 'nt any law inforcing or crime detecting agency r,Ir - j 

be allowed to catch and immediately lock up any criminal? , 3tt.5*&ey..~y. 
You, no doubt, know of thousands of criminals who have 

committed crimes but not any against the Federal Gov’t. Vffly; ih;\ 

can t you grab them and prevent them from committint? arty I 

more crime let alone one Federal offence? 

I would like your personal attention given this letter 
ana a persnoal answer if you please. I shall be graduated 
from high school here in June and your answer to this letter 
will be a most pleasing graduation gift. 

Respectfully yours ^ / / ^ 

Albert E.4rhysell V 
722— 21^t. Streep 
Bismarck, N. Dak. 
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Mr. Harbo — J 

Joseph -V- 4*- 
-Mr. Keith 4— S 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVlSTIGAIIOM 

MAY II 1936 P.M. 
u. ^pEPAhTMtNT OF JUSTICE 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
. DIRECTOR 


REP:EG 


Ji 


£jeb&* l ‘j&xxxmx of 

3^- ^epnriitrotf of Ifwsitcc 
Ptesljmjgfon, (E. 

May i&., 1936. 


MEfoDRANDtM-EGR MR. EDWARDS. 

o 

Re: Visit of Mr*. Courtney Ryley Cooper. 


uj • 

» S&.Wafeon 

’ D&fefCfels - 

’ wx-dcm -• ------ 

CcCT&y ----vmiJiu ; 


I Fos t7 CS Clv>«^. 

* ^&.®3SfSo xwmn, 

'■ Sfr.)EG^.v MMMMHb 

u^fear T „ 

, r fe. & slnr> 

_ 

-i Mr. lfa rn-r>. 1 |IM||| 

,? £fig.tk~*S 7 

1 ?a» te^b , 


On Saturday afternoon, May 9, 1936 Mr. Courtney Ryley 
Cooper called attne Laboratory for a seconemmoulage reproduction 
of a Thompson submachine gup. He reported that the one recently 
shipped to him in New York by Railway Express was broken during 
transit. 


Mr. Cooper stated that he wished to carry the 
reproduction back with him on the train and requested Mr. Pfafman 
to pack it for him. He further requested that it' be delivered to 
Mr. Tol son’s office where he would obtain it before leaving. 

The moulage gun was packed as carefully as possible and 
delivered as requested to Mr. Tolson’s office shortly after 1 P, M; 


Respectfully, 



* 


John edgar hoover 

DIRECTOR 




^nvmn of ^nbz&ixQatian 

EAT: W ^ £ P nriltI2lrf nf ^ UBfeE 

piaslfoigimt, ^B* <£* 

if 

May 8, 1936 ' 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr« ^olson inquired of me concerning newspaper 
dispatches indicating that Courtney Ryley^Cooper* s hook 
states Alvin Karpis led the Kansas, City Massacre.. I do 
not recall any such statement in the hook, asked Ryley 
Cooper about it and he denied such a statement in the 
book. A review of the s attached newspaper clipping 
indicates that although the headlines state* "A1 Karpis 
Led Nash Massacre", the body of the articlercontains 
nothing to substantiate the headlines. | 

Respectfully, 


: Mr. Nathan 
fjtr. Tolssm 


; Mr. Baughman - 

! Chief Clerk 

| Mr. Clegg 

j Mr. Coffey . 

Mr. Edwards ... 


Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth, 

Mr. Harbo 

i Mr. Joseph 


Mr. Lester ... 
I Mr. Quinn.... 
» Mr. Schilder- 
Mr. Tamm ... 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy.. 




E. A, Tamm 
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1 - aws^ and bring ab out eyerivgt eat er . 
?fcp tie ^ 5^8 ®#* WpWb 8ne'ss4W. 

^^ashV ■ who, in ^all^her. 
8? ? jiation^with v gangdom ^'everl 
could: QUlte' f Orcrnf'; fVo4.- A-u A- , § t 



i* ana wenti^ Tne.liie:. off tneVUnidn* 
j' -Station* f iowed’ on; all; abduP- them; 
VLoaded^ shotguns:, werfepracad; dh 
; the car. - JGuns/r^ 

* Frank^N ash-started: to geflintd/the 
seat/ 4 They ^oved ^him ; to, y the/ 
front : * h£ 2sat under/ .the awTiap! 


. ;wounde.(f k at vIJhibn*: 

from . • theirr^BBs^y:: taa ;• . escaped 1 
J e . da Mv->P n sonae3 .n#ie‘d,V:Firaii1f; 


s f %tepped1 

l { r _^^yPg^Ag I gjgAg^ 

The- car 'c obtaining .the 'attackers 
had ■ • be en> p arked/qu it e./m ear/ the 
■ par/ o,f a. ^special/ agent* /and - the' 
par containing the ? two> .defectives. 
'The^ bandies/, had -Judden/vthere, 
awaiting the ; time- for , a /get-away/ 

T 1 ClY> . Cnvv / uni / iinA » +h a vCaKaa * 


^ 7 v -V 4 Z± J , v ***^^* ' Acawicu ;XVJ 

•his gun. k Herman s on shbt'ttwice, 
It maddened' Floyd.//: ^k : c^\ 

' . //Give it to /em F* he shbhtet and ' 
the: faithfuh engineers /of / crimes 

IITirlprcrv / YIlfi/J . vailvKo '^ _ i * 
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ana; Keea-weret-jalled 
■ • an^.}V£a'ckey 

W^.woun^edi^ Tfie" j 
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New York Daily Mirror 

v - *■***■ « , 

■-• .. 4 sm 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


director 


LBN: GO 


-lit mm of ^nfasitgdmt 
3^. jBepmdmetti of fusitce 
piasljtnghw, ^§L <E. 

May 16, 1936. 


MEiMORANDDM FOR MR. TQLSON 


C \ | Mr. Keri&aEU-.,... 

| Hr. ToIsosj — / 


Hr. Bangteioa . 

Chief Clerk 

Mr. Cleg# ... 

Hr. Cofc'ey 
Hr. Etoardo ... 


Mr. Kgan 

Mr. Forrvrorth . — 

S-Ir. Bcrbh ... 

j Mr. tTooeph ....... 

5 Mr. Keith 

| Mr. Lester — 
f Mr. Quism..Wj^^r 

fW 

fMr. Tracy.. — 


/I ^ ss Gandy.^f! 

. _ * |? transmitting herewith the June, 1936 I 

issue °f the^merlcap Magazitio »h£ein you will find! — 

« jS’ST Srti0le ^ladlS rrau/Boy 

Respectfully, 



1/ W / Wl_ 

R. E. froseph. 


Enclosure. 
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| Mr. Harbo ..y! 
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68, Chauss6e q'&ffti&tk 
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Mr. Quinn ..... 

| Mr., Schilder 

1 Mr. Tamm 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
U. S, Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C., U.S.A. 


Dear Sir: 

_ Q 


iSTeSS 


DATE. 




The ’'American 'Magazine" started publishing in their, issue 
of Aoril, 1936 , under your signature , a series of articles en- 
titled: THE^REAL PUBLIC ENEMY #1 ." (Secrets of the G-Men), which 

. we find very interesting. 

t 

We should like to handle the -European Serial Rights, on the 
usual terms, i.e., all the translation and other expenses to be 
assumed by us and the gross receipts shared on a 50-50$ basis. 

If, as we hope, you agree to our proposition, will you please 
' cable us and also confirm by letter. In. this event, also kindly 
send us a copy of the complete text of this series. 

Should these rights be controlled by an American publisher or 
agency we would appreciate your handing this letter over to this 
organization and request them to answer us direct. 

i The European papers have published so many fantastic articles 
d/ ips about the G-Men that you can readily understand the publication of 
your own series would be very welcome in bringing the true facts to 
light'. 


e>° </ 


MAY 2 9 1335 

With many thanks in advance-,- we are. _ 


MR/rd 


I Sincerely yours, 

OPERA MUNDI PRE SS SERVI CE 

■’ sw,, ~ , 77 


MAY 2 ? 1936 


MichelMRonsac . 


■ i/ts hVlENT OF J'.'fTICE 


Representation exclusive de : 


KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, Inc., NEW YORK 
NEWSPAPER FEATURE SERVICE, Inc.. NEW YORK 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS PHOTOS, NEW YORK 


INTERN ATIONAL FE&9u R E-SERVI GE» 4 nc,*~N EuLxQJ3&_ ; 

PREMIER SYNDICATE, Inc.. NEW YORK gr\ 

LONDON GENERAL PRESS, LONDON JL 


TOUT EN PRENANT LE PLUS GRAND SOIN DES MANUSCRITS ET PHOTOGRAPHIES QUI NOUS SONT 
CONFlES. NOUS DECUNONS TOUTE RESPONSABILITE EN CAS DE PERTE OU DE DETERIORATION 



PS - A copy of this letter is being sent to the Editor of 
the "American Magazine" so as to advise him of our inquiry. 

MR 
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May ?1, 


. •• MMQ&MJMS FOR ?fR> :TOLSmi v 


.. <’ • Pursuaat to .your request, there S&-, 

;1 ;. ; ; ';attiiched a igemorsudUEi ccaiteiaisg excerpts frou- the* - 

• * *. ; *v * , * N , ' U ' *** - ^ p j': - 

v : ' artic iXe eatitled^RIg E^ jap ftECKEVS SE3 TE8CE», W ,/ 
covering ^ interview, by Courtney J^lejAloopar with . 

the Attoraey Gener^, which appeared in the - 
■ ;_■/■ September i4,/;1935, "issue- of /"t^|aturday 'Evening^ 

• Post* : v • V- ■' v / ; *' ■ '\ 

\ J , r r\' : ’ . ' Respectfully, v 
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v ' V ^7-vV-’ •, \ ■ 

. / ?he following excerpts ire taken from an article .appearing 
id the September 14* '1$35# issue of thO - Saturday • Evening Post under the 
heading! -V "*■“/ -' 7 • 

'• " V:' £ . v pisp ^p ppEipE sEiiiEHGE k : J *\: 

• A .’- •-;) • 3itos! , s?^* r *lfcb .. 

■■■ ■ _ • J, - ' :. ■ ■ ,:*V . /» 'V 


Attorns Mineral of the, Huiie^: -States, -\. v • 


ty .man l& arrested* She .i^eftembtth Of pursuit,, i^e thrills. 

■ -• of’ capture, the tedious gathering of evldence-^sll this: becomes h. matter of 

•v , retrospect* -$he public settleS.;,hai|E # believing that the ends of justice / - . 

h®Ve been met*, 111 too often* hewsyGri; these. ends. of justice arahiill ae ,7 ; 
. ;•/ ^ far apart, is the: poles <i .and. the '.struggle ta.sbrVe the best interests of • ; ■; 

• .J ' ’ society has wily been- %gun*/ fhe alleged 'violator- his many nllies* $h ey ; 

■■ , ; .:..hra.la#xt;y, apathy, ^rosded;einrts-*,bhieanefy^Ai^erinc 0 , prejudice, political ■' 

. 1 power| an' accused man 'walks with an army of human fundamentals t .ill conspiring . 

'•* • '■ iO assist hiiu« . '■. ‘ A • _ , - '. ,. ‘ ,. . ; 

,.v ' :- s ; /.VVfc 7 ,*v'7 ° ' 

' * * ’ , - ’ * y ^'V ’ ’» * ’ ' r ' , ■ , V ^ '*4 i ^ ^ ; ! 

v V. ■•/' ’• • . v V’ • ^^ftates who -do’ '*&%> din ih prison ipst- he '.released* If they..' •' > v - 

id he. controlled. . at,. this. vraist .co^hy -p^oisf the adrant^es nndv : \. 
v"- \ disadvantages, ef' which f ’ ■P8sp%& tiae erripes^' 'lt ; now. 

• id possible fpp the offender to .go;forfh fniO'^e .world, ^ •.odjjmiit n new '.crime, / :.* .’ 

, and through 4he influence of his atto^ey Cr through politics* suffer no : . ' .. . 

/•... ' further consequence than that of being returned to prison as a parole violator* - . 

Hastily 1 add that this" is not ,fo be viewed as & slur on the idea of parole*: 

S " . ' Rather it Reflects npon pur legal profession, and'bur judiciary as -typified in 

;•/ .. such examples.. as’' .the fcllbwi^..ekcerpt from testimony ’before the grand .jury of •’ ; 

\ 'A-' large. misfeicipdliiyjj : •• •• . 


• . H lhe mother pf this prisoner .appeared and>- in an interview -i^th\ 

the parole officer, stated that she had been .approached hy a Woman latyer who 
.solicited her sOn^s case* fhis lawyer spoke to her r in effect,, in these words'* - - 
. . . 'Retain mo in this cade, and % will fik-.it with the judge so that your hoy will 

.. he returned to the reformatory for the ten months he owes, and by -that time all 

•■' . this excitement win have died, down and he will receive no punishment except. •' 

•. -.mayhe a suspended sentence fbr all' these hurgl^ies#i' ' * 






•...' i.V»V. .< ■ • '*^ e ^ e - should be jad graft 'kn .prison 

'. $K^wM5S* 3a<? alxlng .<?£ the £&$fa offender' with the hardeu.ed- r.Mmiwfti j fa; \ .- 
% * ^ Prisoners .to society until they -are fitted to stand upright -frith • 

t]¥t society 310 ishuEUMjitsr end, at the sane time, no ' coddling* Above all* :• 
v :v " W 6 should be plaesifibbtibai $9 are too prone to .tttft'-ftgr feriaiaals* all - ' ./'"■ - .- 
>.iy.y , /;. v «r»»? ',‘^ efrfi,**;' ; /.. s y •'• '’’../y, y.y’y 

, I( V * ; ‘ * * •' / ’* ■ V ' ^ ’*/ '/l * - ,. w ' ■ '"** ' '[ . ■ ' , f 

• w •• . " ' . ' *W $W>H ism &<* stringent^ r in ’ ’"• '■* : •* ’ 

• -favor of . the prisonartbat tfa parole board is Conat&itly on the- defensive. •:" . " ■ 

: v ! *; - '&** officifei itei$ $&&$&££%& g \':>y ; ‘\ v\ *; v ' p ; : ; * • 

• ’ -'■ ' ; ..<■ 4 V'"’ e j£# tii$. ta give the ', o'* 

■' •'*'•. a • -bsnoiit •.‘bf'^tbe doubt id’# prisons a?, ia- apy ; litigal&oh ha.-aby: %ingV' •*' KeSent 3 y> - •' ’ •" '• * 

•'. ‘ '•" v "■ 176 «4tno| sea : 'tbf'sj^ge4p0etedl0 df being':-' *■<: ". 

•; ' t '•• s ludgoept, of •^5^.;egaiuei:as^em b£ .a fo^i’ paroie bburd .fcepauee// '••:•>: "- 

.^ ' ' •.’. legal tedbbiqaiit 3 ri- be should -b&ve beeu. released^ ' e '■'£©# aontbe .before’- he^ ■'"• 

;V ; ' : r«ft S» * * * f ; ■:" ' '•*'*•: ..' - ■ •.:«; s';;-,.!., * ;’V .'" ; •»./: 

••':'•.• ’ : ; :'^V' ; V- v' ; ' ■■;. V v ; • ', ■ : • ' 

, , - ’ ■• ' '■••’• .^. ,sb||l tbe :s^t’ 8 i^ : ^N^' ; ®ay“' be- -'.eobSl '■■■-^■■ : '' •-' 

..’■ ■ /‘ ; '-< Teeponsiblli^-, .f$% p^ieOaOb^ib--;4dee^iOn ira^'i^e/tersful^'^-hdd beiup'' ' 

•\" ' ;■■•;. " bis ' cr ialuai ,' -oa^eer -b^ the; -robbej^ and jabrder: d? an' egod. •’&hi< 3 h'-&e ’ ; ■;■ : •• -. "' < 

.-”■ -Was -seiiteuo'sd to-aerye j&‘ te3?s^'0f f --^ii , ^een-yea^b».v;,^e eae ai^s'igned^tb a 'priaon*--'- - 

• ;. ■ . ifarm cbndueted upon ;et»auge- guardp .-othe^ than' ;< : ; 

■. leaden- the 2 pes%k^?e : lline;',,gtjprd'd^^ 'xjlfa fesre trUfeti es armed .with., ffhof. ffipft :,:., »•■ V- 

.and-<Mgh/^0e3^ trustibs#' '• moF^- "is^e&s- ~3i<u*43^r: #«&£:■;,>'•*" . - 

. ;;. v ^ 1|g^ M esbapihg 'cbnHct\-. : . .•..;' 

*.;v ^ .%?;;; ,-v.-.:--; ry-;.'/; V- -;• ', 

"’. '.'>> ft , ■•■//'• . .' V '.-'.'. * :bie.’^4a?at\’o|^brtuddL%’- obMe ^-v- -. •• 

. : • y a felloft',, .dou^ibt ^aae » bneah'-^or '-liberty », " .feitslui Mlied-^MaiV V Shortly 

';; ■y?-' : - : L ib^jr. ,'ifree*' the// / , ■. 

v /, v i?Hot &pW&4p;g~ 8XX& $&**■ V '* 

; V, 1 '-: v .returned /tovpHebn,.' not '•' V -• ■ ! 

:> ’- - i‘ gr his nbw brineybut^egely/aa^.parblerviblatbrf pgaeMae.'‘d» $cstm**. ‘4 w top : r 

-. , ■; ; : . jaanjr jetetea* •■ - y -:J.n V* ":' ;; ;• ; . ; •:> \;C ' - • , .;* ? -?*r '• • • ty y. ■ : ... - : : yy;, Vi y r -< , ■ vy-y •:* -' ; : 

’’ ;* ' **= ;’• ., . 1 - • ?|htb tia&sfo £'& i ^a|n.;bdth to sooietjr and tO: : ;bther. priddnerev /4 '-'.- : ••. ' 

;. . ' -. , Proseoutors &h& |udge'evshouidh9i-'t&b. ; the:easieei.t7^'ih ; .dipposibg o^-euch/-,*'^ 

: y-. • oases# -■%% gifee parolo-i.e stigioa : whibb'lt'-doee'iabt deae^ei' \it%ea3cene ; th© 

-y theofy of :-s%or?iee'd /frepdofij,. in.- -ibat it no penal%- 'over the . qon^ ' ' : ■ : - : 

■yV / »?; ( ;, .-/V yy/. r y.yy y. ; : f. ; ;y •! 

!'-■ - r y v;.’- » :; ' r ii ^ppbpd-;^^.tiwe& g ; f y--' %:■ '' : 

; ..again ^^^'eealted ifi ,-- hie being -jaa&e . ’d -<high" pot?®r ^j-'in that- very year, he’ -again' ■. • y 

;• - -Shot.. a convict in the aot of escaping and again eas gr anted parole* Soon he . ■'■ :• • '. 

•'/> . was arrestsd again'and Coavicted of arined robbery ? heing sentenced to fiVe years* >' 


'v for % .third tike he m&' assigned' to-, tkeT /role. Of trashy ; gu&p% and $Jai# iimfi- 
■ '• , >/* shot down foirp: convicts* killing -one and crippling three others* ■ $fce£0h|*dh:*'-' > ' „,.* 

; \. this man* who was known throughout the state as a coldblooded criminal so : *’•* • 

. *'•? ; ; expert with a rifle the! fie bould kill. & hawk on the Wing* Was given his- " \ 

.• -fid ths'-camp and 
. ' ‘ dOwi a'flesifig, min* ;j- ✓.'.•/ -^v, _.. _y '.■/] " ' ' 

, 1 ;" ;•" ' • .- *00 Ihno WP J:- v .‘\ .' 

, • >.; v\ time failed, to return* . 4 ; sheriff had &pxjrefiehOed hie*. .Besuliahh ih^estigatiofi'' \ -' s 
. .' -• ' ; • brought a OhargO of .kidadpifig. , had, .sent fiifct to Atlanta 'Penitentiary .for- & 'period: • •/■ ’ ; - 

, ’• .*.** •„ • of twenty years * With a detainer at.'hfie. efi&of tfiie 'seateaoe 'oh-'ha.' indietkeni.-. ' ■■’• . ;;;; 

/ . ofisrgiag a .seeond-aMhetioa* , •:/ .- ' ;':'.V '» 1,'- > ?• c \w 

v .' ’••';> *. *' 

ekisisu ih’ifie-/$indh Of>,sp , laypersons' -that. fihtfi''’pfiisehfi‘hfid 'tfie,'tfieo^-.-ol!', ; , 

•>' *> ;■ ;/.- pafele-fiavs failed* ffa&k wNa^'h ae-;4ohe such 40' ? >£. ■;• ’, 
t “ '•''■• more-, to, eeheat pwhlie-'dfidiOfi .sid#' <30^ • • 

* ■ •- : •ethdioad 1 effort *m' tfid .pari -pt; £ drW^fldbkd^ iadfi' tbwafid ^fist: a^oifiih’ff atiofi . - ’ V • ‘ 

. ■ •'■' ; , \') v - : ^ '•* '^' r ‘: ; Vv" x-: ''^--V " •’ 

• :; -. ••;/i-.v' y ••’’ .•' . A V“ V ’ ' r ?l V •'• ’ ?■ 




; ; ;l \ that' ; et , ery lefivifig a fedefhij v';'^ 

prifibii shall' 'gd' forffi -Mder v 

that :% recently . have Seed displayed sifisfi ; fi; divergeace of ideae upon this ketfiod ' 
.pf reiefisey rshg3hig. frpit-ijfie i&',:; : ■ 

fervid protestation that 'parble is. Mgfiiy'^cdessf^'-'^i .]^*.- reeefii./'.yr: _ 

yevelatiohs^ *■:' *•' \ ' y.'^yi; ' ' \' ■■■■■■'' •*• ,-V. 


.. ^ T . ,>j , / • . ^tfiby : ehe .M/ifidie^iofiJ^'v-;:' 

-;'{'. \ ,•: that; #e ? are, ard 'eor^eef.; ^.y 

.’ .' \ V oritio' has, Mofi-. with ^l4oK'tfiriipd';fa^t'*', -'• 

•'- *; v ; ;>ea.soht for /defending ,'tfii -,nf i $p£$kti&m. . •' 

/ ‘, . i'* j; fiii other 0sj?’ 

'■ /; •'• ! Views whij^i f#c' mep'pfa •■' * ,1 '/V ’ 
:' ' appropriatfoas* pahoXe 'officers Insidedt^th ;s»#^ .da^^/t^itfioy dapi'eveh'- . 

/■'- ’• nitsayt’- 4o.. ^p^vis^ ^ m£ ^^*4 >'-: : r ■'.:*■ 

-*' •’ ^' '•.•■• ; the sofit 'fiohorafili v :> v ' y.*»- 

■ '■-■ ■ .- .; 1 > .;, . -• ./• •; ; v/cy : J ./, •; ; ,/ r >•.;, ; ,•- ; ■*-;; 4 V:/\ . • « ’. ■• :. ,.' v?.v : /v ; / 

... . .* ;•/ ; ’';V '• %gaihi'‘l^dst point id- “j 
' ,'p/-‘ ’fifidings Of ifie '.Cafiferenoe Ohv^i&ei-i; ' " v'!‘:% >"•' /{.":■ 

. / . •'. ' '"/. ■ ’• ;V ' V -.X $>i»' donferenofi /doplored. the^fiTbtiSe of v 

•• V ■ ••'.••>•• "• .paroM ;and' pe^on -power d$. : tehdifig - yespeOt for 'law m&: order* ' \M - , 
> -v* \ ; , ;' -vigorously- the ! 0onf of efice ' defended }(.' 

.'. j . applied as ah integral ahd nedih®dry- 'phr,t' ; 'of. : a'’prot#Otiye-vS^tok.* . •ltr : theh?^. i v'-^ 
; >./. v y -recejEnefided the- fOli0^4h| fiohditiOhisi i'/.'j. u^v;/ -.^ZX^.rX- X :/ ' '; - /■' 

. •.V"- V.. • " . •'"■■ ; ■: 

•; adOfiiiatb punishment for tds.e-',Orime/and ha/cokp4tifiie.' witfi' roh^ilitatiOa ahd',./ • 

• ‘ ■ . -vy.; pufilic weMfira and protection., i full tike' salaried 1 hoards of highly • qualified ’ ;,. 






MEMORANDUM FOR- MR* TOLSON 



•\ ; \fiEi- -&pj)dihti3.eat Tilth: %&S«ith; - ' •«* 

■: oj^lmerioan Magazine* ' • “ ", -T 

• - Mr* Suydam teleghoned and stated that Mtf . 
Smith of the American^Hag&^ifie^ who is desirous 
of: wrlting.jui articlelbupraelcetSj is. very 
anxious, hoi talk. to, 'me ’ahoht it*.. I- tdid' ; v. 
Suydam that I would see Mr* -Smiths it 3:15 P.M. 


' . Very truly yours. 




’John Edgar Hoover , ? .. / *”• , '' . ;■ 

- Director*. ’ 




Director, 


PERSONAL & CONFKDENPIAL 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

TI. S. Department of Justice, 
Pennsylvania Ave. at 9th‘St., N. 11 ,, 
Washington, D. C. 


Attention Mr, Poison 


Dear Sir: 


. , 

m... 

A'y?- ; ; - 


Pursuant to the telephonic request of Mr. 
Poison, Courtney Rilej^Cooper was located in St. Louis 
at Room. 540, Statler Hotel, on June 17, 1956 and was 
requested to call Mr. Poison by long distance telephone.' 
He stated he would do this immediately. 



Very truly -yours, 

cK 

JAZ C 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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"FOE THIS 0IEEOTOE 


• • .! V;’ T : ’’ s ' 'i, -•■ ’’ . jBfr« ^illia^^'uri^eJX' telephoned from Ifer? fork City uoncefn** 

' • •. ing the SilbiiSsl-oa sometime ago with you relative -to &_ .&&■ hour broad-*- - 
' v.' -’"'. : :, east shot? -of the Bureau* Hn.siUfcsd'bh&t their' idea £g p* make ’tbi#. * / •'. 

■ , v : ; A ■ 1 ' ; 'm i©C tribute to ih© f and that the, four would ©over’ i^6xiadt£<m- V 4, 

•; f; relative to.tWitayieu^. of aeientific ©qui|)a©ai>',titii$zeS in-' pur • 

>.- ; ' J h , . Uorfe t«Qd nlso in past ¥otuI& cossiei at: ^a»6ticat3,on©'fy^ : actijai\^aae©- . . . 
- v -'‘4 (\|v. .which Mght-.b© interspersed between; dis'Cjissioug ■&£■ equipment and methods • 
;fe f‘ '■'■ j*'* - of procedure.# ,. Hq .at^tod that the^ .ftave^bo^ tG^tatiy^y pleimSag' .to 

a 'clave thia;©het^fr'pm to, 3PU- K$ on- July £&th*. and' that- xi Bag been 

alarmed all along for Mr*. Courtney- Eyleyfi^ooper to assist in preparing . » 

bhe ;.(joritiaait^# 4 '-, . ;'V; 'S ' *' . ; '*•’•’ /• , • , ’’ ■’- /,'■• 

• : ■ , > ftf* Bundell states that Mr* Burr Cookj, script writer* is, . . 

availnbl© to nfit» ih© 'material and he, understands that- Hr * Cooper does 
lot- Tfish to yirite the coatinuitf by.t merely to collaborate in its. prep- -n 
sratioiu' ftp * ' Bund©!!- states that - tbe-lfetional ^Broadcasting Company is; : 

. perfectly 1 , willing; t© with Courtney %1 ^jp Cooper in this matter*. • ' 1 ■ 

'- {'•:[ ;^2. eyy\ However* $h*. Usoj^ftL Btated.fha.t..he absolutely refuses to WOrfc through .. 

'■ ls~$ lli • T -Mrs* Cooper; and it appoarslthat' h§’has’ had some ,drg?^bntati<m •with; her > ' 
on the telephone nGnc&rhing Mr* -Coopor*© participation in tB©' matter*' •. 

•••: ’ .2pr ^ Be stated she had told id#;. this morning that it would B©. well for fc&fe 
discuss-,' this ^tter 'nith . Mr* Bpoydr i and $r* lolson inasmuch • as ■ she’.' 
"..'fes 4s was under the impression that there. ■fed' been a Chang©' in attitude! Ooncern- 
'.S£ j~z ~j ing this broadcast sindp tho time it [mk originally discussed, here in , 
rfe- Washington* He -stated he; had been, trying to. reach ST ». Cooper but .found ; 
■?'-: ^ 'Ihe tap but of the ciign and .that lirsv Cooper, would not teli M# where "tJj?# •■’ 
Cooper: could'be ;rbnch®^- * •• '. : J "v-‘ ; )'•■ 


if V 

#ZM 


' • , I told Mr* 'huhdell '’that 1 so far as 1 hnew, .this, mattof ' had not ■ 

, been foraally approved by- Mr* Suydm and that* of cotirse*. he would: have 
to follow this procedure is 1 the matter*' He. stated he was told by the 
[ ,A operator that ]&*.,Suydt® -Was no iongar .connected with the department , . , , : 
kj\ of Justice and 1 stated that possibly there' had been- some mistake in- 
. * this ■oorme.c.tioa*.' He stated that ho .would bring th& matter to J&. Cuydam^s 

■^ ttBi ^v , ^wissc-Mm, 






icr the. j?Xain .to :he follow^ iti thehroadeav^t ^eparti 

> tys, ’ j 


■/; ' $ 
\yy* jjr. 


■ OUxiii^ 4 X-^' V ii y/ 




Mm>f &tbta4ptfr v v ■ 6-15*56 . '• 

■amt ±a 'f<fcrta' and %%‘'m opfedirtiiait^; for if ••' 

by the Jh&e&t. vfiM <%* ffoydan*' V ;:' .-••?• ' ; ; ; . ';' ';;\y v; - 

•jE .tMhk 'oS the opinion ’fkiofe - -•• 

aM^*GarltonS^thj;bbe localHBCrGprsseB.tatiy©, ylaitbhe Bureau. \ ... 

anS pr6pa3Pe tba.aaterl^ prior to- Hy* Gpoper*-^ eollabbyatida Ixij. tbs - .',• ■. • '■ 
natter* 1. told Ma that oar tine here was quite lislited| -: ; di3 •: 

not hays asyV^lteipa^vabd that $se did .apt h&yip tiaa to educate. soap, ; ,- ■’* * : - 
tith. repp©Q^ito ‘our v^Apas : ketivitias''an^. MccotdStagL^-' ’-■ '■;■•■ , . 

I feit thatT the nay, to' approach tbe'mattarj if - y .'' . 

Gbpper''ta-'-gat-.to;toncn niililfc* 'fi^k;;.W«qo!fe oat' ' ’ .« v‘ •:•>' •• 
the continui^ as iqneli of 1 , your tine ns. possibly night -1*4 Bacrk&ih !'. . 

•* h v ; • In ^i§w6f i '.Qnr prpVions s^^riences pith 8r* inndeCLiyi per-- ;• : 
sonaliy^doubt that it he .£osstb24.-\t6 .this, broadcast 'iota? • v 

great, aaoim^' q£,arg^ehi&tiah^ v‘fbb;.Hatf.onal'. t , 

BroMcaStisg; Goiapai^ ,'isas giyen' a'; pretioes. .•'oppdpt^%/^''Bake?- «,' scjaewr'l J 


not get hhe.n&tepidX in shap%,^'&- then at t|ie'^0t ; V-~* '• .• 
'eagtare of^ Jivin $&£$&%*. they ©ore or less, jatt^Qpted to. railroad ^e;,. ;.’ ? .- •• - '*" 

idea' ibron^^ithi^t.prpi^r -preparation^- , *••' ..•_ V/* ."v"'/'*/ ••; ’ 




'• ’..Clyde poison*-. \;., v‘ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

mH8.ia3S a. m. 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




- ** 




JJefrmtl of ^x&&&txQaixan 

X JtapHrimcnf of ^Justice 


Post Office Bos 2118 
Detroit - Michigan. 
June 17, 1936 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


For your information, I should like to advise that 
Mr, Courtney Rilej/M3ooper called at my office a fewy&ays ago 
for a general ^isit ana also discussed the possibilities of 
securing the iamily history and background of OpaA.ong, sister 
of Patri c i^lcherr ingt on , both of whom were connected with 
individuals’involved in the Dillinger case. This situation was 
discussed with Mr. Tolson over the telephone and has been 
handled in accordance with instructions given by Mr. Tolson. 



&■ 
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Mr. Cooper also called on me a second time, the day 
following, for what appeared to be merely a general visit. He 
had with him two representatives of the American Magazine who 
were introduced to me and- who, with Mr. Cooper, spent approxi- , 
mately thirty minutes in my 'office. 

' George! Harvey, former Special Agent in Charge of the 
Bureau, was also ill town the first part of this week inspecting 
various plants of the DuPont Company in this vicinity. He called 
me from his hotel, by telephone, and I have had one or two per- 
sonal visits with him at his hotel. On one occasion, while 
leaving his hotel room, we net Mr. Cooper in the hallway, and I 
introduced Mr. Harvey to Mr. Cooper . ' 

I do not know whether Mr. Harvey and Mr. Cooper have 
had any additional visits out of my presence or not. 
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^lottc# «£ Apsit %Qj %%M$fcta indicated' no attest ' 

• saalft -fee' soft*' to., interview night .mt^sn-. nntii- ,-' 

tha advice; if the BwcEat' in , tt&sf satjfcfc* ; had fceeh received* 

•• ’,■; .that '&$ this titaft'lKl&t rntdEfecot 

shonld fec thoron^i^- 'and; vigorously intenvietKsd e,& to 
Ms po&sihle couaeatie^ tith’ instant ilieffc and t^dt'-sucli other ' 
appropriate, action he^tf&cn £a an effort to bring thia -.caco; to 
& logical conclugieji it the- earliest roesfble • date* ;••/•. • .„ • 
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fM a -r.tould safe be -aeao tog; -*ww«a-. •^Wg« ,; *» “«-W- n - ■-?*"' -V - ■ *■ •■ 

, . * \-a *> . . ♦ *-** '■•Saa.-aL * Wjri, ’fS**'***?' V.'ffclft . 




*>' • ':’ '"'late.- 25 a ••’; •• •* VC* ' -‘C ; ? * ft .V* ’ ; ; >.«/•• AV .’•• '•■ 

j. : '..V ’-' T '.r ' •.! Mr. Coprthey,RyIey r Cooper^ '' - . v .*“/ • /. .v^v,- ' . ; .>A >' ^?-v y •" 

V V--.*.- ; C v CV CCVV >. yT : -V't ? 

. '.New York; City.'., v v s : -r V' • • '• > \v . • , . •-.. " • ' 


. I',' V '* *t‘ fC’VvV -'*/• 


V 1-0- / 


r ’ ./; ; '^ A :'DesJr :.pyley: ;;V^Vv •%>'.' / A -V;v: y- ; , ■ 

!.y~v vSV C' t. ; : vV.V vV*v:C7' • X fr '• VCyy '> ’C v k;^C-’ 

■ v-' V'-C • v A ’ '■ ^ V •'•■y ,y • 

V’’ 1 y ’•■ with Clyde bone erhing Opa.i jjong,. l:am/ at tacking. V; C ”•«. • X ^V;- 

hereto ai' popy. of a. memorandum - dated iTurte -S4, 1936, ' -«Vh. jX 
. which ahmfearizes the Information; contained in.’the # ’ ; v ‘-y v ‘./‘ /. 

• . J‘\k -Bureau files eoncemihg..tlii8 'womah.,;- ', '• '’.1 --.’fe'-’ 

\vA '■ -& ";V- >- v 'y .v v-^fV 

h-h-' ' i'"- l; am'taYing; RTi3'sell;‘'Glark v vintertiewedYat‘^^l;r.'';y;- X 1 ' ' 


' y; ; v .'\ 

‘ ■'••]':' 1”' '• *s\ *••'. , Bincersly*. " - '~ r '~S 1 "r: f ‘ ;^3 

i /* Cv f*v\ . " v - w - <- i u \ '•* “ * - . . ^ ... % 'A J *' >• . ' . .. ■ - ? v U''^ . ;,}* . 

'■ ' ..r.'Ar:, -;v*; 
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* SB* :‘ ■'.• * ! A\ * r : -;;V 

; •'»*■>' , - s. v 1 5 i ' ' ' " . < .► s ‘ / T \ * > ’ ‘x • j - v l ' v *•'■' , •>"* 

in 'keeping «|th 2 hhve reviewed* 

the Billinger case in. aty effort to attain information concerning the •> 
" background of Opal hong/jand the manner in which she first became 



ahthgooisa And declined* to furbish any, •d^orfoation ; bonfeeihiag her- , 
self or' her participating -in' 'harboring •hay "members, of the Billinger. > ; 

gang*- .tbe/fMda\«s^6©/tK»t- she be&as® conyineed- that tho Gbvern~ . ,/'<: 
'. meat could only give her & mxSMa» sentence : -bf si& use aihs\oh h '-V V 
harboring charge# for which. reason, she- pleaded-gnilty to auch a 
, charge without 'furnishing any information of evidentiary value' which . 
would have; assisted in prosecuting her had she= stoad trial* As . 
noted above*' numerous'., efforts were made by Agents of the Chicago;' * ' . 

: mdf& t* Paid: Of fidesyto. obtain persbnal badkgreuad, ihftrmatidii* . /'-A 

;but:the.se efforts.werol'bf .no avail*;;'";-,, *: *• ?.y-z' . '•/..■. V 

:, /"•. > !The file §hpw§ that, Oyal' long id tbu-j&$w . 

Vliappears that Evel^Drgchette several; years.. agumsrriea one gel.ton 
a Sparks, While Pet Oherfingtoh married one A. Q ^herrjngton*. It: ‘ 

'further appears that. Sparks' And Ches^dpgftS^ lAtiiaately, •■' '> '•' ' 

acquainted sdth one another,, and later became involved ih a postal ,„> ,■• - 
robbery* Ins a result of whicheach was sentenced to, serve, a term of ' 

,15 years in the Baited Stated' PenitentiAry.'at 'ieavenddrth* Kansas*/'': ■... 

It- would appear to be safe to speculate that, it was through Pat-.;’, 
Oherrington that Opal long became. iptimately acquainted with Evelyn' 
Frechette* ' ' • .-V ; : 1 ’< * v-: 


'"..; Thefile also 'reflects that Opal long consistently alleged 
that she was the, legal wife of ftussoll. OlarkV although no informa- 
tion has. ever obtaihedUn^cafing , th©\piadnnr/dato of this -alleged •’ 
marriage. ;f he' file reflects that Pat Cherfingtoh and . Opal long -have . 
a .grandmother living in Oklahoma* but her .identity and the e:*act ..- 
•place of her - . residence are not known, The criminal record of Russell 
■ Clark. shows that, he was Arrested by the Police hepartaent at Evans- 
ville, Indiana on August 31* 1926 on a charg^ of robbery, - and .that- --- 
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■" .. this ease ^s>GoafeittUed-‘W-Sept^er The record ^ftnrtfoer^y' T-"* 5 • /*.’. 

'1- ‘‘ ■■ reflects mat 'lie ga# .amished .fey* I#*® #«3iee/.3^pa3e^^Vft'Fdj»i 'Ways®*. AAA-/ • "'' 
t . v 'r "- ; : , ; Indiana .19&7 on-h charge of, bank robbery, and'' that. ok . v ’ .A; >'. - 

• .;•': •:•• ' December 16, 19^7 bb bapelynd', a sentence of 20 years, which was to be A- A’ * '* - r 

' ' ’ ’ nerved in the Xtidiaim IJtato; Penitentiary at Michigan City,' Xndiaiia* 

" • ’i .. It would appear th&t' the final conviction of Clerk wap merely a A . 

•' eucceesion of incidents antedating back to the arrant at JEraneviHe* : > 

, , , Indiana on Aqgudt $1, 1926* ; There being nothing in the file to ' ’ V 

‘ • . ; •' indicate the exact tine or place- that Opal Long net Russell Clark,' >' • ' >: ' * A 

’’ ’'V. It wduld appear, that : she nab acquainted with him prior to his arrest »\*V t 

v; - - A. '• . . on August 31, 1926*. Thio conclusion is reached because the Statement V '. 

' • “ • . , ,of Pat Cherriagton indicates that her sister, Opal long* was acquainted , 

- with and mrried tp Bussell Clark prior to the tine that she, Pat ' u, - 

./ v:.. 1 - •• Cherrin^ton, became acquainted with other .members ' of the Dilllnger . 

- gang,- after their escape from the Indiana State Penitentiary at- • . J-.. V V, 

A'-. - ' mchigsfo City, Indiana on September -26, 1933* A. . .. • A A'"' AAA *4 

*•*. ; A.>.'V- RasselX Clark has.- a sister avid- A;-'" 

•; - •” ; A 1 ’. - Anf^^^achen,- nhd-'ht-ohe- time *pirihg* thq early- investigation in-'tlie''".;-' A 

At '' - BwlinleF'case were living at #5 Winderjnere Street, Highland, Park, a ., A-- A '• 

. V -f suburb of Detroit,. Michigan*. /Also,, his mother , !3rs» BfeafecOtark, ■ , ;; •’ " ••■'-’• 

' /'* ; otherwise known ag Mrs, Iktx^ felark* at. that- ^eTXveTm^^T Chandler 

■v; • Street, Detroit, r f|i'cMgan*l^^dtigat|ng Agents' gained the confidence. , v 

V -y ; ’ • ';‘i Of one of the residents at 531 Chandler Street and learned that Dps! / 

/'AA- Dong, Bat Cherrington and Evelyn, Frechette, were residing with li'rs, A* 

'itary Clark Intenaittently* It. was alleged. that Opal,' Pat and Evelyn A’ “.>... 
A,,.; ' were very secretive while living with the;. Clark family in Detroit O. ' f -. 

A A - , . cad rarely made any statements «onoferiU.ng\ their, activities*. ' Opal . ‘ • V- • " 

. Dong:,was the first; of these' three .girls toAepge.af -at the Clerk home*.', <• A' * . 

A . ' •: : * She. came there during December, lp33« She then.! went away.' and returned \ . '■ 

• - Hth a Ford Sedan, which nWaileged Russell .Clark had.purchafed, . A ; • • ‘ 

A:;' V.- A-' "• in Chicago in "the name .of IqSf^lfilbon* Opal, Dong .advised the •■•A. : -A ■ *A ''A : V 

A* :>j- -A: occupants of the above. mcntiqneo residence -that .within- twenty-tfour A^';VA/A= . 

,■ f:<‘. >iibur# > sfter'>ufcbnsi*^-'’iliiis’ car -she. and -Bussell Clark wrecked, it ,V?.V ; 

/\A‘ A. * . near Kvonavillo,- Indium* investigation in Chicago diecloaed that.-' * '-'.A A' . 

'. A - this car qaa^actn&lly purchased on December 14,' 1933 at a Ford agency# - ;v.A 

A • . fhefe can be no .doubt as to . the close relationship between 

-. ■ , Opal long-and Russell Clark# •; Investigation has disclosed, that Opal 

•• . “resided with Clark and other .members of the Dillinger gang at r- •' . -V. * 

'. Daytona Beach, Florida from December 19, 1933-to fmvf&vy 17, 1934, c A”-* : A 
AV- * . at which timo they proceeded to Tucson, ’Aficona* Opal Dong and ' A 

Russell Clark were .finally apprehended at Tucson,*' Arisons bn 4. . 

; - ' lanuary 25, 1934*1' At this time Opal ma, charged with possession: 

‘-'A. of a machine gun# She pah, ■ however, later released*.. A . 
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follows* - , 
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He was received at the Indiana State Penitentiary*: Michigan 
City, Indiana on . December 16, 192? bn a charge of bank robbery, , . : ••* 
having been gefttenbed tb. serve a tern of ; HO years* . , He, -together ' 

•with seven’ ^other ‘convicts' algo -serving long^terae,; escaped from the’ ’Ai 
VaW4 beoiteatisry on September' 26, i.933*.- On the, night pt October 12^ .1 
. 1933 Bussell Clark# ijith- bthers’,. proceeded / to; £lisa| Ohio,; sherb.Jofea 

'Hillihger ,^us belng : held oR'.a..chargb of bank robbery, and after'- 

'■ ft J .. * *» fc ., .-*» r. ..' ^ ,y '.W v 'A . <* J* .., 


■tv'.* 




. v» * *■ . 


A * , 

*?V • O , ■ 


J * 

t /' ’ 


' of Hilii2^er*'>.0iarh' Wag’- apprehended ;&t .'Tucson#' Arison^ sh January ’-'- >*\ 
■ 25# -1934V • He- oas rempyed to Mind, Ohio t^here a# was ' tried '•♦•. '• 

charge of;having', conspired to'iaurder iShpriff barber, dhd.-an Uarch 
24» 1934 hb wad pdinrioted#; V&ih ., W- ^d^pjakdhdatibn.. for, leniency, and . 

. ’ has, sentenced to serve' the remainder ptMlk' life tin.* the Ohio State 
Hbnitsntiary* : ' V * -t -'If > *' ■ -V. 1 

, • " * -:«• Bussell Clark and H omerlva^foet er became acquainted while ■--- 
•tboth were' serving long sentences in* the Indiana State fenltentiary, ••/ 
•> Visa ‘tinier mp . received at ,the\isald, penitentiary on July 2S, 1926/ 4.1 r> 
.‘having- been, transf erred -.from the,-,' 'Indiana, State Reformatory at 
Pengletpn, '/.Indiana,' Wfepr® ',tw 10 : t» 21- years ■ for' ; • • -v 

* rohbqryV- .‘Thera i&\4oiMng ‘ in ■ the". ^lle';td',indi'cate; c the ;.bbbupubi6h., : v :• . ' 

‘ ; 4 nr.‘ .bthorf ; -«n4«rtgici)^{©.'.of . Clark ‘prior to'-.. the 'time £©.;»$&-- •. 

’raeeivea at the 'Indiana;*^ .• ■ • V. 6, ,\ \ ” ; 

According 'to' Hat’ Cherringtoa, ,sh.e t?as the pnraaoUr of ' - 
: ; H arrv-v^o neland« «ho. oas on nsrole froj£|/-fhe -Indiana State fenitentiax^, 

- at. the tiro that hUmerons members' of ;the'Pililng$r gsn^ ;.bacaped . 
therefrom,, os .September .26,- 1933* She ’stated it ‘ ©aS 'throngh Harry ” - ; 

• jDapeidad ' : that . she "aiiA’ ,lv^»/|l?.ei^iftta had »y" l.- 
nnmerons sicabers' of the^Diliingbr gang# ' and- it '• ig'# ■-• therefore, 


; from the Indiana State , Penitentiary and thereby beesane ncb«aintbd* ,v ; -. 
with Homer ?an.?3eter* lbhSlHi.l lln.geri Jptemamllton and; other: nerabers': 
of the Hillisgeb gang* ... •'!■’ *' - .v' y. . r •• ’■ - ' •*•’ 
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■ ' por yo&. liiititwatiori t&«pe . are set' out helop - the- drtob&£'-'' ; •. ■ ’ 

| , ©QOJJd© of Hoae^;Ya^ Hsier -©n4\|lUBs©il OlW&s / - *■ '• ‘ ' fl • "■»: • ”.' ' 

'■ '•* ••'. : homer v'm ifflSER' ' '•” > • 

■ in -irnrirnu :n rr'ir. ..r-"' n ..u . . ii > . - * : J ' < ' ‘ 1 

As jfogftstfx:: R^JaoItgo n^ 4 #539 » arrested by JPolice Cepart&ent,; Anrora, Illinois, 
* larceny,. ' ©handed ,to disorderly conduct?. disposi-* . 

lion .r ,4^tW. County .tfail and fitted |2Q0|'- paroled^,. ':,'■ , 

As Keim®%&j^sofa^ $5fc&4*'. g jgg ^ te ^ '-gtli^ PoidLteati^ r li2i»di^ " ' 

l&nu&iy lly 1924? charge larceny? senipada .v-;.’ 1 to -10 years? ■^eoiY©d : 13 . 



Arrested Chicago, Illinais^.Marcli 9>'l9Z$i tIaroh ll, a925 'released to 
Gary,,Indiana* . * „ r-‘? v, V- " r , '. V * .; ; ~. v. :■.• : V’-'o •*:;V ••/■ 



iO to20 year© an each .charge,' Pendleton, Indiana. 

As Jtejsjsr ‘ Ysn Meter;,-' #149 91V received State Se'foraatory , Pendleton?- ; •;*•, 

: |«diana, March 25, - 1925* Charge 1 V’jfdbbory- (t$o counts)?, 10 to 21 ■> .’■ 

years ' on: ©ach count* , : *•>.♦.»/.•;> K r w^7' ; - .' ■„ ••' ■ "v&: : - V" 

«Aa ;Vah ieterv -rhceiTed- Statj& ^endteiitiary, 'Michigkv%tyV 

. ‘ asi ^11 InRAI J .tail w *3&; "T£$*3& l A 



; ?! years (2 counts) j, Purpled; under ^^dswiatoiy t&y ";1 933, 

. As Horier Ynn Meter, .State Penitentiary^', Michigan City, .-Indiana? - , - 
inquiry, HovenTber- l$?ll933 r ? J;' V .•' „y ; ; ' -i v ■* ; ; 77 : '• 7# 

As Boner; Yah Meter (deceased), •$1~, Police Bepari&ent, St* Panl»7 7 

Minnesota? in«jvdry# August 27, 1934*. 

55X922," v Chicago, :iilinoia)’ disorderly ’conduct! .discharged*,...'' • ‘ r .-V'. .. 

'^1923, "Aurornv .illinolsi- ■disorderly' coadu'et-'. and intoriedtedj lined -i •. 
; ^g00's«4 nosW«-.’ (t . *;,/ ; _V . .' :"• V'" ", * *’• . v’\V 

.;Af Honor Pan Sster , (ppes, identy) fpr bant:.. rohb®ry # , llotify 
State police,. Indianapolis, Indianaj notified August 28, 1934V -• . , • 
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{erijainal record of fto&ev Vm -Meter •'« -d^ntinued)-. , / //• •/ 

V '''>7AKTEB! As ' Honor Van, Meter (poss. ident*} for bank robberies* 
Notify Police Department, Chicago, Illinois, par letter .dated . ► 
December 29, 1933* Notified August 28, - 1934 ., . . *v . '' ; 


* * t> . 


«i7MlED{, As Honor Van Meter (poos* idemt.) fugitive from justidp. 

Notify State Bureau, Des Moines, :tpm $ 'par ^fho Xoim Sheriff,- August 
/ 3, : 1934* Notified August 28, 1934* ‘ a , ■ ■' '/. 

: mm& -.mm otmvmimioti- as km&Jin ket®?, for - v * - 

• obstruction of justice, I* 0*: $1222; ddtedApril 11, ' 

August 23, .1934, Apprehension, Order; $1222-317* 

' *Honer Van-Meter, indictment outstanding, Madison,' "uisOonsih, 'charging ' \ *' 
conspiracy to harbor- federal .Fuiiltiver nol^prosSed SepteE^er;, 24, 1934*. 

•■** .* / />->.. - russi&l clam / - V/-'; wi 

. _ -Id Busha^.i63,|rk,- .'#4023^ ' nrrbsted by Polioe Departaent, .Xerre Saute/''; " .* 
Indiana, AngUst:3U, i926> - charge. V furtive/ rbbberyj ti^cen. to’ Evans-i 
;>'vip.e, i rndian% August. 31/1926* V/; : ' /\> ,/-/ . / •••;[. . ■ i - 



As Ruea eimeyiagk,, #4212, arrested by Police-Departneht, fort fajne,- . 
- Indiana, BacemDer, 9, 1927$ •■charge - bank idbberyf sentenced to 20 yeans 
In. State . Penitentiary/ V. : «V->Vy h ,: ’V->- . v - s , 



.•^September 26, 1933 escaped - 1934 escape roti^ned fr:ota ?ucson, Arisona, 
February 10 , 1934 released to Ohio authorities* Notified iiarch 2, 1934. 

Ah. a Russeli;^lark,- # 23 73,- arrested- by Fo34.ce Department,, fucsph, Arlson-ai , 
: January 25 j 1X934/ charge . ~ fugitive froa'^hsticof ^returned to State. ' 
Peniteatiaryk Michigan Oi^f, Indiana, >/ : * /; -V . -.. 

-AS Bnaagtl^Ciank, .^lioo,, arrested by Police Department/ 'Lima,, Ohio, : 
February IQ, 1934$ charge - murder; ^tndctment filed} March 20, 1934 
pleaded not guilty} found guilty and sentenced to State Penitentiary,- .- ' 
Columbus,- Ohio* - 4 . ./ 

(»Eepresents notahions Wsupfoiftea’-by. fingerprints};'- '• 



. v / ■ Ad Bossell D&nfc* #6S2L31* received 'State . Penitentiary 1 * ' Ooltobfj&y Okie *7 ''• '•/ ■••'' * : ' 

•' ' 7 ", .. ■•'•'' Hcrch 27*. 3.9341" bbarg® *• murder* 1st -degree* &croyj sentence- life* • .' 

' -• ' , " ' ," ,V -• . ■ ^WWiTBOi ■ As Ettsae^Sli&r&* Jell delivery and murder and bank robbery* . ' • 

• ' • - - /.*•• : ; ’-; Motlf^ State BiBsau^Eondon, t Ohio, , per ^formation received October ' ’ v * ' " 

: ‘ 25* 1933* .Also ndti£y Eollco.DepartTnent* : |iina, Ohio,.- per information ; * ' 

'• '• -• received State- Bureau, London* Chip Wpckl^ Bnllefin* October 27* 1935*. ;• .»• " W: 

:• - •--'•• V. ;. Notified State .Bureau* bendon* • Ohio, ;liprch ' 2*. 1934* Apprehended Police , 7 ' *'• •*? 

Department* "iisa, Ohio*”".;'* / r *;\ • /. : *7 . \ V '. : 

7-.. As KuaseXX Clerk* bank robberies and prison escape.' ' Notify 7 •'7..'; >. 

. V v Police department, Chicago, /Illinois* per information received December--'. 

• 29*1933. Notified ifarch 2* 1934* ' 





Respectfully* 
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000: '.y V '•; ■■ f } ' • ^ -In. . coffipli^n ce ' wit h. t )ib: ! r equest ^ich -yoU' ‘of ; .<|^yde V-’; ;< ' 

/ ' VV'“ • ’ A cbncexMng’Opal -Long anef Rj^sbl'l^Olbrk* •;.-; , 

i '' 'M*';' ' <• ••'irj> ‘yo.|£ .yba^fap^y'^b raeraorpndum pet1;ai'nihg;iia)0^p.al 'Lpng.apid; toaive 5 -/.' <♦ .’•-' ;.' 
,- 'A' - : *' .-'3inca : had an Asent.-contaci 'Bussell .Glark' at \he- OHfp PeMientiary.' • .•* 
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i\0:k' ■ . * '-': '"■-. • : iif ; the.' Amy ‘at . Cami> iWibio 'ii :19'&9. ~waV-’ift : the7servlee ‘tb.r' y .^:< V s - “ *0 f 



^v.’V , 1 » V- ^aM^- e 0:^t '-'. % .'•’ '■ V'v\ 1 *•' V? '••/?.*> A > 

V.Ty < -- * 1 ;■ .if Vi-:*. ' .£, ' - '■■* -’v* ,-v:. *.'. 'u* r \ l‘..\ 1 .' /-■ -v • -■- » ' '[ * .-V./, *v’ * . ■ V - ' ... - - 

i : f-r ', ... • ; ' ';“. ;• ; sworn ..affl 'jfev&jit’ to: % He 

’* ^ -Undet-lt CL".<~r(c* -mcy ' ■ 
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./} v. ■'//- ., : ' ; -'V i ; '/.-' , ; ^ 'V\i :; ‘.^’^ '..-'V-'v*-"’ 5 '" ''-'rj ^ ;,’•. C* T. '.’• - ''•' - - '. ' ;'- • * i;' > X c .-]';'f' ‘ :' ■ ' X'' 'X '^"j. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper has indicated 
that his next story for th#* A merican magazin e series 
will be of Louisi'Piquett, to be followed by one con- 
cerning Alvin Karpis. . 



Respectfully, 



Clyde Tolson. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


O- 


Mr. Looter 

Mr. Quinn — - 

Mr. C 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy - 

Mi33 Gandy- 


Courtney Ryley Cooper telephoned me from New York-.and..said~- 
that in connection with his Pique tte story, he was wondering if., .we. had — 
any information indicating how it was that Piquette got mixe'dmp“with “ 
Dillinger and his crowd. *1 told him that I did not know off-hand just 
how this came about, but that I would have it checked and, he would be 
notified by telephone this afternoon. 

He said he understands when we were after Dillinger, we 
were keeping an eye pretty much on Piquette and had his office under 
surveillance,; that after the killing of Dillinger, Piquette was try- 
ing to ge&'Loesser out of town, and Piquette and Loesser had quite 
a squabble’ in an alley some place. I told him his understanding is 
correct on these points. 


st4 


Mr. Cooper said that he understands Piquette used Dr. 
/Cassidy for some of the fingertip operations down in lower Illinois 
\^or Missouri, and on one occasion got him into a jam on a perjury 
charge. I told him Dr. Cassidy was used for the fingertip operations 
but as to the perjury charge, I was not advised; that, however, if 
McKee had told him about that particular angle, it was undoubtedly 
correct. 


Subsequently, Mr. Cooper called me and said he had found 
the data he desired in the material which had -been furnished him* He 
said that Meyerl'BOgue had furnished some information, and I informed 
Mr. Cooper thavBogue had, of course, been thoroughly discredited by 
the Bureau* s inquiries in this situation, which showed that he is 
thoroughly unreliable. 

Mr. Cooper advised that he did not now- need the data which 
had previously been requested by him by telephone. 
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Mr* Courtney Ryley Cooper, . 
1212 Fifth Avenue, /. 

Heft lork City, . ' . 7 . 


Dear lyiey;?- ' ->•; 


A-. • 


’ ‘ 7 • The article ”Crime f s Advocate’* has bees reviewed and the 
following minor Suggestions are made, for your consideration? , 

, On page two,, paragraph two, line four, it is suggested • 


. 7 that you may desire to delete the -word ’’pander er» n 
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V._/. On page fifteen, paragraph one, line one, it is suggested , 
that the. word %otel H be substituted for th© word ’’apartment house*” 

On page eighteen,; paragraph two,’ .the statement *Hor could • 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


^Crime’s Advocate," by J. Edgar H/over with Courtney Ryley 


Cooper, dealing with the story of Louis 
and it is suggested that the following ohi 


iiquett, has been reviewed 
iges be made. 



OLU^ 



— UJ LU 
__ I CK I— 
_J LU < 

<c =c o 


J&KS. 


On page 2, in paragraph 2, line 4> Piquett is described as 
a panderer. There appears to be nothing in the files concerning 
Piquett which would indicate- definitely that he was ever a panderer, 
and it is, therefore, suggested that this term be deleted in describing 
Piquett . 

On page 15, the first line of paragraph 1 should read, - 
u In Louisville, a frightened man hid in a hotel." 

On page 18, in paragraph 2, the following statement appears, - 
"Nor could surveillance include the lawyer’s telephone." The impli- 


cation is clear that if the Bureau had had available men, the telephone 


of Lawyer Piquett would have been tapped. In view of the Bureau’s 
policy with regard to publicity concerning telephone tapping, it is 
suggested that this statement be deleted. 

The second sentence of paragraph 1 on page 23 reads, - 

"The other was a tall, aged man with drooping shoulders, ." 

This statement has reference to Dr. Loeser, who was not tall and should 
not properly be described as having drooping shoulders, according to 
descriptions of Agents who have seen this individual. However, it 
should be pointed out that in his book, "Ten Thousand Public Enemies," 
Mr. Cooper described Louis P. Piquett in the same manner as he is 
described in this article. (See page 318, paragraph 3, line 2, of 
F'JTen Thousand Public Enemies," by Courtney Ryley Cooper.) 
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DE July 15, 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON, 


o 

The August issue of the Am erican Magazin e 
has just/tfeen obtained containing on page 40 an article 
entitled.^ 1 $200, 0 00 R at, Trap 11 by J « Edgar Hoover with 
C ourtney»RyleAM3QQ:o ezu Believing that the Director would 
be desirous of being informed concerning this article, 
it is being forwarded herewith. 

This publication has not otherwise been 
reviewed and should therefore be returned to the Bureau 
Library for reviewing and indexing after it has been 
seen by the Director. ,, 

• Respectfully, 



I 6> d 
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HEREIN 
DATE! 
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S UNCLASSIFIED 
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FEDERAL B'JREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
hJUL 24* Am. Ai Mi 
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July 21, 1936 




ttBGORDBD : • &~~:0 & 

Mr*. Michel Roneac* .'• • •;. 
^OpQxfUm&i: ^0&>-Sej&o&g; 
" 63, Chaussea d* toting - 

v ; „• - 1 ' !, Paris-IXj. France* 


,t V * 

i u t*\ . s " 


Dear Mr , Eoneacs , 


. ; - V;' , .* ; Y \ % ymt&$tsu£ <?£ Sialjf- 3$i&# 


and: feel qhii'e sure .that 

' ’ ; Oourtne^ ^yifey (tocher ^cnce^ing.thc st&3ec$ 

,- - / :’'’ . ^ ;• c .., ’ / % • '; ;, •' '- „; . . • v ■ ; » ; •’/ , 

“' B *■. : 'of yonr coaaihtie^icii# : V S, ' • . /’ •' : '? z \ " 




•' my 21$ 1936 


■' ■"•*.'*, vVMr> Sonrtney i^rliey Ooopoy# 

v •;•• ■; v • ;. I^Mth \ \,r; .v 

. p >£. Efew;.yo,j?k 


Deai* -fyXqyf: 


1 Mr; Nathan -w. ' ' 

'$£ \- 

^Isri j, : 

I^ r X^;^rdp I 1 r> 

l/fe , ■&£&&,-. , i m *. ; ' ’ ' 

r&l F^v nijtH n •. -**- i . , 

S l&V 

iv'r.2^ E'rf’iff 


.. a copy of a letted addressed to ns on July lQt&* 


• 6S* CiiausseaV'd^&atin,; Paris-X!^ Frances together 
' v «Xth & cosy o£ the: enclosure thereto* • , -i ’ - - r v 

:?-'{' -'.„ Sincerely*- -; : 'P~ : , 

' *': * s -■ . , * '. $iv*. ■*',,, - 4 . . . S* 5 -, ' ' ", '* s ' * * '*•;* 


1 ' BaolQSure^ 




8 . ' ' . * ' ‘ •' '. +,' ‘ |< v * v’i’j ftr, 1; >a‘ JsT- ' 

6- * o .w* •*■ • •• /‘i v •> ,. r * v >*./.; *v '* 


* V*;. *• 

^ r * * ■* ^ 


[{ * * * la * f « * ' * * i'*i f ' * - i ♦ * '■/*’* v ' f 

r > v .’ *. * *'^4 - t *v$* >.- // , - - .i •*' 

P^* ?*??, ;^'-.'V ; | \ ' ;; k;}'m^ii vprfi. ** » | .,• 

si -’ ' ’ jf-.V ■ '°j jl.^U- Oi' ^ ,:- ' '^' ‘ ,, 


J^COKDJfiD Ojh 


OaSzLM^ 


| r>. 

"ir. Bm-csy 
l&r. E&rerds 
Mr. ^ea 


TELEPHONE I PIGALLE 94-61 
(3 LIQNBs) 

T£l£phONES DE NUIT 1 AUTEUIL 26^9^ 
MAILLOT 80-25 

Tel£graMMES 1 PERAMUNDI-PARI 5 


OPERA MUNDI PRESS SERVICE 
SOClfiTfi A RBSPONSABIUT& LIMITfE 
AO CAPITAL DE F. 30.000 
R. C. SHINE 280.840 B 
CHEQUES POSTAUX : PARIS 1019-91 


July 10th 1936 


Mr. FGS^vorfSa. 
Mr. GI"vi n.._. 
Mr. Ilarho .... 

68 / Chaussee d^flhtfn * 1 *” 

Mr. X *' -ter 


IX r. Qjfsnn 
Mr. r ^IIder - 
t Mr. T^mm ... 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington D.C. 


Mr. Tracy— 
Miss JT^andy- 


a» 55 ®"® 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


OWE- 


With further reference to your letter of May 20th for 
which we thank you, I am sending you herewith the co^py of 
a letter which I am • addressing by the same mail to Mr. Court- 
ney ByleytfCooper, care of theO"Americ an Magazine", which 
speaks for itself . — " f~-~ ~~ — 


Thanking you for your kind cooperation, 


mr :rb 


yours sincerely, 
M ic he l^Eon sac 



I CirOL H 


beoorded J p ^ 3£l& 

IHDEXBD ' S£tcr,-1- BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

jul 25 my?. M. 

L 30 1931 ) ■ f istraHff! of jimics * 

— WT- 

^ ' / rSP $>* f \ PL£ 

Representation exclusive de : 


r t ^ 


'fM ‘ 


/ 


KING FEATURES SYNDICATE. Inc.. NEW. YORK 
NEWSPAPER FEATURE SERVICE. Inc.. NEW YORK: 
INTERNATIONAL . NEWS PHOTOS, NEW YORK 


INTERNATIONAL FEATURE SERVICE Inc. NEW YORK 
PREMIER SYNDICATE. Inc.., NEW YORK * • 

LONDON GENERAL PRESS. LONDON 


TOUT EN PRENANT LE PLUS GRAND SOIN DE8 MANUSCRITS ET PHOTOGRAPHIES QUl NOUS SONT 
CONFlgS. NOUS d£cL1NON8 TOUTE RES PONS ABILITY F.N CAS DE PERTE OU DE d6t£RJORATION 





r 






> 




My lot'll 1936 


Etc* Courtney Byley Cooper, 
c/p tlie "American Magazine" 
250, Park Avenue* 

Hew York City 


Dear girs 

Qa Say 13 th we wrote to Hr* 3* Bdgar Ho over. Head of the fede- 
ral Bureau of Investigation, Washington* regarding the series 
of articles entitled n mE JRSAL PUBLIC %mm n°l» (Secrets of 
the G-Men) which appeared in the "Aaerican Magazine", You 
will find herewith coxy of this letter* 

Mr* tT*B, Hoover replied on May 20th, advising us that our 
letter has been referred to you for your attention* As we have 
not yet heard from you about this, we wonder whether you agree 
to our proposition, We hope that the "American Magazine" will 
he able to hand our letter over to you, but in base they 
could not do so we are sending a copy to Mr* J* 32, Hoover , 

Looking forward to your news, 


yours sincerely* 


cuurb ' Michel fonsac 




Mr. John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. 

WAS 


VIA S 


Department of Justice 
H I H G T 0 


n.s.A. 


• S • 


JiLin 

DATE 






•Dear, dly&fe 


X;; a .' ■ v J ; v j^st 'ran iiito the.' '*.>. 

v, W -•' • 

:' ••;•; '<;.h)xin^:yihiXe'^Q wen# into', a ^4on^’disser'tatiori ;: on* ^i/irhat - ; 

/■/ "sC •/'%)' j^onderfui' tiling' fiooyer; ana.jjyiejr- did for me ‘.oiithe.^ Lowell :'* 
L ^Thomas, hour. Why t ; hey t.old all about. the , Isreale ase'\ add' / 
'"fr : f'f :yy •; y: '?fcha' 'be'st, 6f-‘'it .was-, it was ^a real tribute.' !• didn’t .'know' ^ > 


• V/ 


foul'd' Ldye s lis • t ejaed- -in>V . . Ifinyw^y ii? was a- wond e: 
/and jrou : botir lave de*e]i :: a^ «. l ' 


£S? ;< ' }f:? -|^?ye .? 1 1ncidentally ft •Wa&a6b’- 

i*/. /M veinnt'ary 1 ; r '• f --' if •”» •:>•.-*' :i - 


■to* 

■^kix 


.'..See. youse giays; r ’s60n''^~v 


1‘ SamezeverV 


I' Ryley 






&+. , * ! ’■ •.'*' - - . 


y- ■• . v,--.w; «» . mmmt .&-&U 6 M . *; ;? ' .« -‘.v 

: Av '* -•••"*/•.' V "W' ;v. ; v fvx&&r» 'Pr^: 

£?*r*“** y ;-y.. -V-: 


/.\W. " 

is*' 


'te'/$f ::; f ■ . :r - ••■./■’- v. f-v £ 

_r^./ - 4 ’ *• ;~ * h f /'-j \ '* .;*• - * \ .. ,".'/f ’ v * 

'i 4 '£0&£;\\r: ’ £- : -$mst kikacied ikBsasdiaji air .'-.v-c 

' #y?is 18ge*.'-ad^isiag aa^satj;.cajsf. kd&feefceg- ^Wy/fVv* 


.-•y .•’ ;* t . .-; ;- : / : :£ ‘ 

y '' .» .Vy< firsts a 4#ibf&& M StaaO^lM*. -\-y > ,; '’v-' ■'.:, 

s’ '\ ' * '■ •••’ ; . ^ascw^Sr iwfi T&ga^MsJjf lkfee»^0S»si..«# 4 b kis y ' y’- ; ■’ . ' 


‘ ’ ; $Q&»-&X&s$s& >t*i ^8co':t^s'.aattea? $tt 34a©- £&» Mediiater. , ; v y . ;- 
y\y ■» , - atsfc€»$&e&'&»a c«JjM,k-a-3?©po$fe $» ,*sgq$a‘ *«$;$&» V - , y 
'|OS3#e;oaN: ^ /; ;,-. ^ : :v ; ' .;> y- 7 : ; ( .':^ •'. / ' '■;■ 

'- V. « i'V :}f £i ' .„• :.yy.'' : ;:V' .y;y^\>y. 

fe?M ^ 

1^0 :.;yU-j y.-y y - : \L£ ••= a- \ .' --. ,- - sksm ■'.■ • : , --,;• . : , -y x-f: ,? : A 




' * , * O w -:■ • * ijy « V ? ^ 


•'!' .-'. v 


fcsa. 1 






^S: ' ;%|is|rr .4 y •• ' ' 


, *:’; *ii{ :- w 


p ^ ** 


' y: m^- 


Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


August 7, 1936. 


2:55 pm 


Mr. Tolson tele, to say he has talked with 
Mr. Cooper at the Mayflower. Mr .Q Cooper is 
not feeling at all well today and thought he 
would just stay in his room. 



He assured Mr. Tolson that there is not a 
thing that can be done for him. Mr. Tolson 
will call him again later this afternoon. 



.a £ * '• % _ v * * , ' * 


* ■ V*7 ’ »* -\ ■»* <& 'V ' 

' , ' *'•'. * . >4 >.. / f *> v \. * _ . , 








v. -'- <,/:v e /V{^ 

•> / v- 4 '-- : '.," ■' . Vf' -5 •*’ ’!*:> 

>3-’ •. . * • : /■<. •':■'■ 2"'., h\ ...'■’■ ‘ ' \ ;V . 7 l, 7 

' , t®8,r liyXp^i- 7* A : -' •"-•■’ .•" - v 5 'v “• \V-t 

> •- ■ ./ ' •:■ ... 2 i£a-fsb^ **; V.. 

T0cQ%v&. i;lio '©Belpco^ -iSitipti ’ 

: woro, %&konv' 03 j , •» ' 

. - vi oi'v to ' J cho Epdorcil Euroixit -oE ■ I&vosxbi^s^ioB* 

777 &$? ,«g&t Mstgte? ^ipaswro©** rrill sbrvia ea* > 


■ 7 ..’ ’’I.&at - ' 


-.;. : v v, .,., • 1 '7f \' • • .1 7;:'- •- ',.. . »Cordiali^ # ■» v ». , 

* -» -E .' ' i-*-'* . ' ', - % ’ » * . w _i* * *cr#s sn 


if? Wlk%& 








i tr^iW jjj MSil>b9ft5;''T6ur' - - * V' 


j Mr* Baysey 
[ H&vJE dtosasSa u. 


k ^ V^’^v * >: 4 ^ t ; 

[,* , fc <• '- * ’ .V— , V - 'j., ' ,,£ v 1 ' W-tf/' 

'H j 1 ;, y' ,;f ; r v ^ ^ L 

7 ' ' 77, ;'• • f '* ' r f ^ k ; t v‘ X! 7 *' t ' f 

' • ‘V- , 0 ‘ ’ f*. ^ '- fn [-*]}- ^ » f : : ' v . / V 1 v t ? ' f i \ 

XtZr.' j6zfipU f ^^ r *jjl> j; * vV- - l>\ *• ’/,<**; ** ^ ; t V 


*’ -j:; y t *; - •, r^-; , ; -/i : y; r l; : j*V/ 

J <v r ^ /> 4 f v * J. ^ ^ jj ^ 5 




j fflv» 3 L«st 6 r ( . hV - k,ly.^ J 

r £i&v i^choiBJ r% :L r J 

Quhm~.£L+£.*ji 

?5 v a.X? , > *?ain ikI A _, 

f Hr: 




Office of Director"' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


August 5,1936. 


Re: 


Floyd^GTbbons * photos. 


T 


3. 


Unless otherwise advised, will 
have views Nos. 1-2-3 finished for 
transmittal to Mr. Gibbons and Mr. Cooper. 

Prepare for autographing? ''hsO 
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federal BiiRt; ? iuvestiga t tow 

AUG IS 19 ^ A, M. 


U. s. BLWl* 


? J STICE 


*. TTatAxa 
). Tolcon 
Mr. BausSasaaii, 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Co^y 
Mr. Bawrcey — 
Mr. Edwards 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Foxwortb. 
Mr. Glavin — 
Mr. Harbo — . 
Mr. Joseph - 
Mr. Xioetor 
Mr. Nichols - 
fe. {gabnu.. 
fer. Ctkilder 
Mr. Totam .. 
Mr. Tracy... 
H&a Gaudy, 




rr 
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fir 


O^Ke of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Record of Telephone Call of Visitor, 
August 13. 1936. 



T ime 10*40 A.M. 


\A;. 


Mr. Foxworth_ 
Mr, ($ levin 
Harbo 


Joseph 


© 


Name Courtney Ryley Cooper tel e. 


Mr. Klolnfcauf 
Mr. tester 


Mr. Nichols^ 
Mr. Quinn 


Referred to_ 
Detai Is : 


Mr. Tolson 


Mr. Schllder_ 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 


Miss Gandy 


Mv * Tolson advises ‘th.at Mp # Cooper merely 
called to let the Director know he is leaving 
for Florida tonight. 






IV . 


•- -.v • 


: : r ■ } ..... 


THE~OSsiPMEE -AND OHIO RAILWAY COMPANY ; 


Mr , Jv : Edgar Hoover 
' Washington ;P . Cy . \ * ' 


'v ■ ■" ■ , i* - ; ( .,v 

■' r . .*• >’• . . Louisa, ? Kentucky August 18th. 1936 

ter, .. •- '>• 



Dear -Mr .. .Hoover: ' .• ■ • ;V *\vh - 

, Yotlr. recent articles' ’in. th ^American Magazine have-been.*’ - • 
very ^ interesting,,'. they- Mll,.surdly..'gp' a.long ways J[n s creating respect' sad \ 
good v?ill for the law enforcement officers of 'cpu^ry,vj^ .'...'he 

Juror reading’ these articles will 1 also be better Qualified, to try . the case., . \ •; 

v >. y - ..V ■ ' _ ' ' \ 'I /. ■ 

.*• f "Would .appreciate very ’much your recommendation of ‘any , • • '• 

books ^itteh. for .police.' officers '-covering,'' *ihveStigatiori' and; eviderioe . 

: and particularly 'one' {coyering;. written. statements.,'' .affidavits etc., 4hi'cH 
'might;, later be used in Court .... ; • V. ~ ‘ / p-.' : ; : 

V. - ; , • I have worked .as Spec! al; Of f icer,. for, -this •railroad'; Jthe. 7; . p • „ 
past 10 years,, arnd have frequently came, ; ,in contact :,with your men, ; was Very 1 ' 

v/.- -V : ;V' : '• 

- much impressed with - one. wha testif ied -in U S COUrh at , Catlettsburg ; some ‘ • • 

< . .’t .> ' • ■ ’ \ ;VV. ; . -.'V' 'v/ | 'I ", •„ -’ V ‘ -■ -/ ; C“ '■ £]■ " 

months, ago in a handwriting case-, he!miade an excellent' witness' and /a; very - ' -M 

.; ;.;\v ,r-:\ ;v' V.,. y.:\ ' p ././:/ 1 .-,R\ 

fine impression* on the Court.; in general, the defendant received 10 yehrs, ;• 

t -. - • b ' 'u- 1-1/ *. *' • - j *' *-■ , " 

am, sure that, without ' this maids expert- evidence he,, would have beat the case. " ■ 

',‘s* i . • ’* . , r ..vr\. \ *■>•'* . *'v*r • V ' J ' *r 1 * ' -* *' - - ’ v- „ s \ , JJfi 1 

4 . ^ v <r ' k ^ -' _t *«. . / h, / „„ # - - i. j », 7'/,' . ^ *. Q 

- ,v ( 'w'v . If -your, "department should /work oht . a Correspondence;.-; I ; ' • 

course -which would be. available to police officers would-be : -very c much“,'-i 

: : $\&w. 

interested. * • . ;RBOOBDBD/& INDEXED: - - /V t . ;• ~J~ — >-r- — 



' on me . ' With best, wishes, ’for your continued sue 



yours-p-—” ' 




;arcum; • ,. • .", 

/•Specifi''C^Bfioe- 0. Hy. 





C *' 


FEDERAL BUREAU 'OF INVEST I 



Room 5744 WaS"* 1936, 


To: 



_Director 
_Mr. Nathan 
_Mr. Clegg 
_Mr. Tamm 
_Mr . Edwards 
_Mr. Egan 
_Mr . Quinn 
■Mr . Glavin 



2 Z& SB 

CD ¥- <$s 
Q < ^ 


Mr. Douglas 
Miss Gandy 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Renneherger 
Mr. Joseph ^ ^ 

.Personnel Files SectSanTTf , , 
Files Section — j p~ I — ■ 

_ f LU <3- 

Communications Section Q 
Miss Sheaffer 



See Me For Appropriate Action 


Send File Note and Return 



<3— g-^-eL 








'4-0 





,%5 ftapt&v&tagg^ 


' -‘ ,£©D 3 ?IiaBf».-. -E£ 




jtefer Jjplgnr a ; »J ' ■. ' f- : :? I '■ - V; r ; '-, •"•;• 

'*J:'-‘ .' • - .- 1 as " feaejLpi-Jba^'- s copy: 4$ '■& .'■' \ . 

iftfefo ‘&siaaa£~' ' ..'. . 

tlsja a^,W» .^«u<ku? 

' Ig^ mggl^Mtmg&g-; gMeK -t **«D^fe ; . . . • 

fcawfe* • . •, -• *•..•■ '. \ r ■ .'•• 


fee^elyL? Scours , 


I- Iffift, .KTafh^ Wr .^„ 1 J 
\ lit?, m ’ 

;Tfr* Bau^hs^au ■ ■ 

• 1 

' U&r . 6 €o<Z&y 
I |Mfe t 

$$>* > * * * - .. - -, 

' Hr. ; Bfc 7 a&$s ..- 4 ^..' ■'. 

Bf :ass ; -- 

, %&> P . I 

Z&* dSav^a | 


V -^/V ' /; ' ■ ; v v ’ ;r ; 


%.*■ ;v,.->- w wx'';,n 




moV&: 


V ' •?vMt! 5 '.".-f. 


M\ \\V 


^v«SrrtS® 


-* % t».\ * "*v'Yjf 


%\m 


m. • 


U»S=jdS-' :A** -'*’*«•< 


asjodBpEO- 


0 ii mi. )\ r-h-V^vf^)'^ 

"■•: j; ‘ £gS£' 0 l 49 $f : . ,V.>i,; /;• 
.i. .'j C^' l*_ /' i ViV/UfoT *’€ ?•. 




RCHtKRM 

94-3-4-20-364 


' Hr* $* %* torto®, 
t 0ffi«a a?* 

’ *to toitoftoto «i<S tot© ' 



■ toor Hr* tortotoV* 



I to** rotototo y*mv i totor totoi -.pupate to, 193 &, 
•ft* #too*ar*to soi#f*etoto -your ««»»*stotoFy : sto&aa*at6 "«®»- 
oweisto* ijf &?UG%m to&to totor «»r«ato£ to m ••■' 

tomato®. 

$*,*# toto I ©astyaoi TOasetoog to you ;’ •''■ 

*®y. totoo- toffl l i -oitofe to -of- toototo*©® to your .toff It* .totjr 
I *» *®®Xtotoy « BtoJitogtoptey :of Stto# as£ $todltod 3&fe$oe%0 
to$to toy toffto a» a 1 r*£«e«©to psay®* to-yoo* 

to toto&bto totoaroto* tfcwr® to® oto® toto® 
fotrcutod to job totoff mfto«to toe i^ixeprtog ptbli*~. - 

sa^'ioto ’dtft.tto®' ®i;to to® oefttolfcto* «f toi* ' , 

ffe® y«wSera& $m?bm Xav^54t«Msaj m® $9l»et;l.©it ajkJ ■ 

«f forsoaaei^ toto£a*| AtotoltotoW** <iari tfe* 
ftoefcioa* of too $4tofe3£toto£to Ol-riutojai ..How to foto ■ 

. flqto*9toito*» . togetoosr -otto. oaj&O* of ®y feiispaiwwa 
■*»** to* S&m* ef to<*ri<j& m Hay SO, 2$#t toto* 

-tfe* ms$3m* of .to® 8t-f. Itolse *r fmstm ©a yisto ss, X936>5 • 
*to to M M'feto.tto to*tototo® of to® fftMoo M&olto. 
.toai^o *»$ ' to* : &?to# ^{touaiim Sutoest of too low lo»fc ttfer 
Poiioa ©0 togotofy 2®to» 

■■ ftooto «• oloo to .otooewoly tton&'yoo for. yoa* 

.tosy ostoMtofotowy to® ogonto' ^ 

0? toio Saroctt ofeto tooa fc&to ooo® to ototooib* 1 fee*® . ■ 
toot poor «#^4toitoa .w&to oaff toss will ©tottoto to to 
totito^y b#a»fi«i«&* ..-. 1 V ••••. ' -■'•-• 
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Room 5744_ 




To: 


H 


_Director 
_Mr . Nathan 
_Mr. Clegg 
_Mr . Tamm 
_Mr. Egan 
_Mr. Quinn 
_Mr . Glavin 
_Miss Gandy 
_Mr . Tracy 
_Mr. Schilder 
_Mr. Renneherger 


1936. 


O' X 


Mr. Joseph 

Personnel Files Se 

Files Section 


s: — 

O U-oS 

O £3 iJS 

■saw 

o £? 

C.l> \ 

s§£?% 

gaa& 

•aS SS:^> 

Vh*n« MOMH I 

-UJUJ 

|*UM! 
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Communications Section 
Miss Sheaffer 


See Me 


For Appropriate Action 


Send File 


Note and Return 
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CT:ACS 


: : -'*' * 4 ,'J l }\.y • A^ust-; 25 ^ V 

:•'• yf '*V\ A -’ ■ J —' ; '0 .'/ ‘i .' 4 \. , f./'-’- 1 ' ' • •'■'•"V. 

' - , Oo^tney^Ryley Cooper ^l^^: •> *1 ... 

i.SebvXng'y Florida, ‘ '> ' yv’ ••• \ 4’ ' - 


? ; ‘t / .- 


. .v - 4 . ; r . 

/ ' ■ .- »*■- t • 


* f > *"T’ Dear/Ryley^ 


(t/ Vv,-y * \ J' am 'enclosing' herWtfAyfor-' jroUr’ information -a : copy ' . 

J: 4 . 444 4 ':-:./"'' ' 4 : 

’•.'•of .a letter; which I have, .received, frbm Special Agent -in Charge,; 

Vr' v > V 4 '* 4 '„ y ,;-V- i ;r "\ 44 \''v 'AV ’V*/ 4’A'- • * 

'vy. ■ I* Jones 'of the’ San Antonio - Off ice of this Bureau, ‘dated.. ;.* 

>'>•■• . ‘j'.yj •; August ; X&thj, ; /69Abe*iiflu^ Kelly,';. \f -; v : \-'y V?C A t; 

.;.vy’/-’44 : >■■■ 4: v With 'Kindest regardsf.'J'-Ani- y 44 4- 


A s- , ; >• ! 







iiiffwaiDlao 



'■Vv./v •» t'-X; ‘‘&85ES; ‘Z-i \ ••*■ vf-Vv. > ':- - r ' : . /•- * V\‘ ' 

'V.v - . ■>*'’ *>V : '/V C£. * ’.I;''.; ■ ••*•*•; 

£ 5* ^ ^|v^; ^ •; J .£ ; v ^ v ' f ;o ..’ ^£4? -4 • 



Mi^MMmiMMmmMMsmSm 
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COURMEY RYLEY COOPER 


Bear Clyde: 





September 15-36 
Sebring, Fla.*/ 


Here is some information I neee right away 
for my book, in which I now am deep* • 

If the F.B.I* protecting only National 
Hanks and Members of the Federal Reserve System against 
bank robbery, or has it also under its protectoratem 
those banks having Federal Be posit Insurance* Will you 
send me word on this as soon as possible? 

Also, is the annual report for the fiscal year 
1956 out yet — the one with cases and instances in it? 

If so, I should like very much to have it as soon as 


possible 
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DEAR CLYDE IF NOT IN FILES CAN YOU OBTAIN FOR ME BY 
TELETYPE DETAILS OF POLICE SCANDAL IN SANFRANCISCO IN WHICH 


SEVENTEEN OFFICERS WERE DISMISSED OR 


l CONVICTED OF Q i£ 
RECORDED I — /-— — ^ 


GRAFT BURGLARY AND OTHER CRIMES STOP ALSO WOULD APPRECIATED 1 nF INVESTIGATION 
ANY LATE INFORMATION ON TOLEDO SITUATION AND OTHER ^(rlnr^ A. M. 


CONCERNING CIVIC CORRUPTION WHICH YOU BELIEVE- TO. BE OF 


T OF JUSTICE 


VALUE BEST WISHES 
RYLEY. 94 1A. 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Chief , \ 
Bureau of Investigation, M \ \Vu , \C&\ 
Washington, D.O. \S 

Dear Mr .Hoover: 


r.'iujj [s,ss\T®, 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


, I have just read with very much 

interest your article in th ^American Magazine on Alvin 
Karpis. Also your article oh the Barkers and, of course, 
it interests all of us in the bank to read these articles, we 
having passed through the horrible experience. When I think 
of Fred Barker having taken me to the vault, I again shudder. 

Sometimes these articles make me again 
have the bad dreams that I had shortly following the robbery. 
However, we are all proud of the wonderful work you are doing. 


T ours very truly. 
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Cashier. 
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piasljmgtoii, ^3. <£. 

October 20, 1936 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 




•Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Baughman 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 
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Courtney Riley Cooper called me and stated that 
he would like to have the Bureau files in the conference 
room tomorrow on the notorious impersonator whom we had 
discussed, several times before. He undoubtedly refers to 
George R^feabor, with aliases, and if you approve, these 
files will be made available for him in the morning. 



Mr. Cooper stated that He would also like to look 
at the material on William Elmer|^Ieade, and I am having the 
files marked and made ready so that they will be available 
for him if you approve. 


Respe 



E. A. Tamm. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Comments on Article Submitted 
by Conrtney Ryley Cooper 
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I have reviewed the article submitted by Courtney Ryley Cooper 
dated October 7, 1936 entitled "Crime’s Leading Lady” and submit the fol- 
lowing comments: 

j 

I have been unable to justify by the files the statement by 
Mr. Cooper that Kathryn Kelly, in an effort to promote George Kelly as 
a "big shot", passed bullets from his machine gun around to various 
friends as soux/enirs. 



| r Concerning the reference made by Mr. Cooper that Kathryn Kelly 

wrote or. dictated the ransom notes involved in the Wolverton kidnaping 
I case, X have been unhble to find a justification for this statement in 
the files. However, the file indicates that Kathryn Kelly was with 
George Kelly at Cleveland, Ohio on the date that Mr. Wolverton was kid- 
naped, and it likewise appears that Kathryn Kelly was with George Kelly 
at Kansas City, Missouri at the time the first extortion note was sent 
to Mr. Wolverton after his release, v ' 

^ 

Mr. Cooper comments that Kathryn Kelly wanted to kill Mr. 
Urschel.. I find no justification for this in the files. 


Mr. Cooper also stated that Kathryn Kelly, at one time, 
offered f 15, 000 to a jailer to effect her release. I have been unable 
to find a reference to this matter in the file. However, there is in- 
Liw formation which alleges that Kathryn Kelly paid $15,000 to the law firm 
- .<•<'■ v» 0 f Scott and McLean, which money is alleged to have been ransom money, 

_ to defend the Shannons. 'i\ ' _ ! 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

O 

I talked with Mr, Courtney Ryley Cooper 
concerning the attached article entitled^ " Crime ♦ s 
Leading Lady”, and he will make appropriate cor- 

1 inwinnii^ 

rections in the draft of the story prior to . submitting 
it to the American Magazine for. publication. 

Respectfully, 

M"" 

Clyde Tolson. 
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Ihi\ Joseph . 
\*lr* I.c ;ttr . , 
2 <iz» NioSsofa 
r£r. 

«fr. 
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October ll|, 1936* 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH 


The writer has reviewed, the attaohed 
article submitted by Courtney Ryley Cooper dated 
October 7# 1936# entitled "Crime’s Leading Lady#" 
as to questions of Bureau policy and facts, so far 
as the facts are available to the Research Division# 
and no changes are suggested. In compliance with 
Mr. Tolson’s instructions the article is being 
submitted to Mr. Tamm for a thorough checking in 

his unit as to the facts? EG0RDBD ~"Q \l - ^ 

(5»^ ; 1drf espectfu11 ^ > * r ' L D * r '* U ' *■ INSTIGATION 

OCT 27 §bi 1188 A. M. 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


— !/ ' 

October 10 36 


Dear Clyde: 


Here is the Kathryn Kelly yarn, Khi&Bx£x 
which I shall pick up when I come to the office aweek fnnm 
Monday, October 18 ♦ 

This story is founded upon the files, of course, 
upon Gus S i&bxz 3" ones’ memorandum, and upon information which 
I had Dick Pearce — you met him in Tdlsa — look up for me 


in Oklahoma City. 

This mainly concerned Kathryn's meeting with 
Machine Gun Kelly, abovit which Gun said that he knew 
little. The dope in Oklahoma City' is that Kathryn and 
G eorge knew each other some time before he went to 
I'eavenworth. This also is born out by remarks of the 
Magness woman — Louise Magness woman— and by Willie Russo, the 


gangster who tsceistxmsaxGsoxgsz z zansakectz z lived with 
Kathryn Kelly while George^ wa^^away . ^ ^ ~ 4 ^ 

The stuff about the kidnaj p $£gF pyf iWaggoneh; VddiigA'g^^m 
my personal knowledge with the Colorado^^r£^gs' ^ILibe £vl . 

Gus says that he was unable to ^^xP^^e '^odV 'e^r^bo n^' ^ 

kidnapping at South B end on Kathryn in any way HoJever>^UA'j| 
later when %die Doll confessed to his participation^^' 4* 
h this kidnapping, he named Kathryn as being right injPy 
the middle of it. This is in Doll’s confess ion ^6~L 
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Dear Clyde: 


Will you p 


N% 

HAe zo^rks-hire/ 

TWENTY-ONE EAST FIFTY-SECOND STREET 

ALLINFORBWTmONTAlNEDoct. as-se 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

riATF | aU &F BY mM 

please a ale Eld. Tamm to ascertain the following 


for me: 


Has the deportation of George Rober 


tylbabor. 


released 


■& from Leavenworth last summer for this puEpsas? z purpose, 

J 

^ been carried out? The files reflect that he was released 
and placed in jail to await deportation, but ii^thing 
^further appears . / 

Also the following on W illiam Elmer mead s. which 
m^zz may be necesary to obtain frssn Ault in Jacksonville: 

? 

J I understand Mead was ^ntenced to two years in 

j his Jacksonville trial. Please confirm this. Also I should 

like to know if detainers have been placed aga nst him for 

other frauds. If so, he is in for the rest of his life, s in ce 

he now is about 65, which fact I should like to confirm. Also 

is it the policy of the Parole Board to parole men against 

whom detainers have been lodged? /% ) 1 if A jn Tn/i 

9-S® 01 * recorded *1 fflBBSn. ^ 1 

F \ May .1 have photos of Gabor and Mead. op ivy>~. *• 

l eavin § tonight. Will be back Thursday. TlCMsf 
my permanent ,addre^RfeQ\/ 9 193§ 5 f) , A "l ' £ 

— IdJzZLiji: 


• It is all arranged for , 
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advised me that he will he in Washington 
on. Saturday of this week. He is planning 
the following stories for the American 
Magazine in the order named: 

1. Wm. Elmer Mead 

2. Otto Wagner 

3. Gabor; Impersonator. 

4* n Lepke” Buchalter 
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October 27, 1936 


' 16277 


MEBORANDMJ 


The following is the information specifically requested 
by Courtney Byley Cooper in his letter to Hr* Tolson dated October 
26, 1936: 

George Roberb^Gabor was deported to Hungary by New York j 
on July 22, 1936. This 1 deportation is recorded on Gabor’ s cr iminal, 
record, a copy of which is attached hereto for Mr. Cooper’s inf or- « 
mation. Two photographs of George Gabor are attached to this I 
memorandum. ?; 


William ELmerpeade was found guilty at Jacksonville, j 
Florida, on October 7th on trial for mail fraud, and was sentenced!, 
on October 14th to two years in -a United States Penitentiary at f 
Atlanta'and to pay a fine of $5,000. He was delivered to the j : 
Atlanta Penitent! aiy on October 17th. No detainers are reported 1; 
as having been filed against Meade as yet, although while he was i 
in the custody of the United States Marshal at Jacksonville, the i : , 
United States Attornqsr at that point received a request from the <■ 
United States Attorney for the Northern District of Illin ois re- ‘ 


- - ‘ v 

i :&£ 
i > y? j- 
h % 


questing that a detainer be filed against Meade upon an income tax' 
evasion charge in the event Meade was acquitted upon the mail frau4; 


A fugitive complaint was accordingly filed by the United States 


( 


Attorney at Jacksonville but was never executed, and consequently ; - 
it does not appear at this writing that any detainer has been filed 
against Meade. ' Meade was bom July 1, 1873, and is consequently i . 
63 years of age at the present time. * 


It is not the policy of the Parole Board to parole men 
against whom detainers have been lodged,’ and the general rule is 
that no person will be paroled who has a detainer filed against 
him calling for the prisoner answering criminal charges. 
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Memorandum: 



Mr. ^oover: . . . 

Mr. Tamm is holding the 
copies of the attached memo, in the 



OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OlT^Wfib-r 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CtffiCK MARK 


^ Mr . Nathan 
& Mr. Tolson 
\ Mr. Clegg 
rt?Mr. Baughman 
' Mr. Coffey 
Mr, Dawsey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Harho 
Mr. Joseph 
Mr. Lester 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Quinn 
Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 
Secretary 


See Me 


Prepare Reply 
For Your Information 
Note and Return 
File 



Remarks : 








The letter -written by Alvin Karpis to Dolores Delaney on 
May 10, 1936, was transmitted to the Bureau by the St. Paxil Office 
with a cover letter dated May 11, 1936, which was received in the 
Bureau on May 13, 1936. A copy of this letter was also forwarded 
to the Bureau with a cover letter from the Detroit Office dated 
May 15, 1936, this letter being received in the Bureau on May 18, 

1936. The original letter written by Karpis was, of course, delivered £*** 
to Dolores Delaney. ip) 


A copy of the letter written by Dolores Delaney to Alvin 
Karpis dated only n May, 1936” was transmitted to the Bureau by the 
Detroit Office with a cover letter dated May 11, 1936,, which was 
received in the Bureau on May 13, 1936. 

No copy of the letter written by Dolores Delaney to Alvin 
Karpis was made by the St. Paul Office when the letter was received 
there since the St. Paul Office knew that copies of all Dolores 
Delaney’s correspondence were being obtained through the Detroit 
Office. 


For your information, Dolores Delanqy was received at Milan, 
Michigan, on March 29, 1935, and in April, 1935, the Detroit Office 
perfected arrangements with the Milan Reformatoiy officials whereby 
the Bureau was furnished with copies of all of the incoming and out- 
going correspondence of Dolores Delaney, and we had been receiving 
this correspondence for a period of more than a year when instant 
specimens were obtained. 
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Memo for Director 
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October 29, 1936 


X balked with SAG Rein e eke at Detroit concerning this 
situation, and he advised/fchat the only information ?hich he obtained 
from Mil a n specificallg^aor Eyley Cooper was information concerning 
the background of PaMGherrington, which information was obtained 
at the request of Mr. Tolson. Mr. Reinecke did not obtain copies of 
these letters from the Milan institution for Mr. Cooper. 


-l&w BEST 


V VI/ 


Eevember 3* 1936, 


Time ~ 2j55 P*u# 
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IjgJOHAMHIH FOR THB DIRECTOR 


Courtney Ryly Goapor telephoned a© trsA How York City 
and said that in checking on the William Etme^meade natter, he 
noticed where he was indicted in 1922- for thd'Traud down in - 
Florida* that he was in the penitentiary at Cannon City, Colorado, 
between the years of 1923 and 125, and whs released in 1925, He 
paid ha was wondering why the Post Office Inspectors did not/ pick 
him np when he was released from prison in 1925, Then, too$ he 
said he was wondering if Meade* s' wife, San Francisco SSCatemith, 
had my criminal record, ~u£L»*. , 

After checking the files in this natter, I advised Mr, ‘ 
Cooper that according to available records, the Post Office 
Inspectors took Heads into custody when he wac released fro® the 
Cannon City, Colorado, Penitentiary on September 4, 1925, and 
that he evidently posted bond at this time, although it cannot be. 
verified from any available records#,. Subsequently, however, on. 
August I!,. 1933, the Post Office Inspectors again apprehended 
Monde at Chicago, Illinois, where he posted hoiid on" August 24 , 

1933, which bond he subsequently jumped, and Head© was a? fugitive 
on this latter bond when he was apyrehenndad by the Bureau Agents* 

X informed Mr* Cooper that the wife, of Meade, Sen Francisco. 
‘Kate, Smith- had no criminal record* 


$ 
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CURTIS BROWN, 

Alan C. Collins, Manager 


New York 

New York Office, 18 East 48th Street. 


20 th!' October 1936. 


Courtney Riley Cooper, Esq. 
c/o J. Edgar Hoover, Esq. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Riley 

I think I wrote you sometime back about a popular book on scientific 
crime detection. I had a talk here with Deputy Chief Inspector John 
J. 'Connell of the New York Police force, who did a very fine 
technical book on the subject for Funk & Wagnall, but he is out for 
a popular book because he cannot write and he won't collaborate. 

Has anyone else occurred to your mind as a possibility for such a 
book?# 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) ALAN 


accjf js 


# i.e., Anyone who knows the technical side. I can produce the writer 




^ ^ ~ 2- o -”H3 


¥ ** w f 

Mr, J.. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D.C* 

Dear Sir: 


\ : :<r 

lid's Ange le s , C alii* ' 


Hovember E 4* 19 


i 


i Biff. &.J 

Biff. 

R Biff. C2c$fg. J 
CcCsy 
£&*« Bmveey 

Biff. 

t£ff. 1?cs^offtWj 

Ebfffco . 

ESS. jj£| 

Blzv &3£far 

Ho doubt, this letter will be one of many hundrei L^ 1 fK “ lols — 
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you will receive from various people over the Unit ed^ tat 

bom from the reading of your article on Gaston B^^eans lh^^ y - — 

Co*ldy ! 

December issue of The American Magazine. To me, it is one— 


of the most amazing *and interesting stories I have read for' 

sometime. It fires my imagination and if others feel the way 

I do, we all want to help you and your staff find the hidden 

#104,000, and who knows, but out of the gist of many mills, 

one small idea may appear to pave the way. It looks as if you 

have started us on a treasure hunt — you do the work and we 

contribute the suggestions, fou have given us a thumbnail 

map of Means wanderings over the land and all throughout the 

trip mysterious trunks and suitcases crammed full of money 

and mysterious papers crop up here and there* The man takes 

phoney trips to -outlying places and throughout it all, he 

seems to be establishing a trail crisscrossed many times, 

but all leading away from his home state of Horth Carolina. 

Our western quail plays the same trick, flying and scooting 

from you in plain sight, but isb is always away from the rest 

of the flock or the mate on her nest. In the end the male 

returns to the flock unless otherwise impeded. Ho doubt, Mr. 

Means in his travels through Mexico, Canada, Arizona and other 
out Of .the wap^oes felt. at the ttoe MJa mJ.mi,,, A O? 
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* trail tb^^TOUia confuse ana hinder ^j|)se who someday 

wouia take up the scent for his illgotten gains. Ho doubt he 
sought too,so$e ideal spot in his travels in which to hide his 
loot where it wouia be undiscovered for years ana yet handy 
to him when it was needed. Yet, to a man of his JAXy^9s'ign, 
he felt that it would be unsafe outside of the territory he 
knew all his life-Horth Carolina. Foreign countries have border 
regulations and patrols and ever changing governments, we stern 
states though dry and parched in the summer are subject to 
heavy winter rains , numerous prospectors always searching the 
earth for wealth, landmarks always disapearing. These would 
naturally eliminate from his mind, such hiding places. Banks 
and safety deposit boxes Would be out of the -guest-ion for a 
man of his training. He alone would have to have access and 
control of his hiding place. He would have to control the land 
so as to have free entry when he wanted it. This brings' him 
back home Horth Carolina, Chevy Chase, the old barn or whatnot 
on his own personally owned property. The land about the house 
has been turned over-nothing found. The cellar was dug up, 

H o luck. This leaves us the house. What kind of a house is it. 
When was it built. If it is new, there must be plans , some one 
must have worked on the building of it. If it is an old house, 
who built it and who lived in it before he came. How far back 
does it date? The Civil War, the early ninties? We kn ow that 
some of the old houses of the south had secret rooms, secret 

. hiding places for the family plate and so forth. Suppose it is 


a new house, t^f^idea of some sort of nio^l^ight have prevailled 

in the mind of the builder* She natural feaa? of the south is 

that of the invader from the north* Even our Mexican friends 

fear invasion ffom U.S. and the Guataraalians f^^^^^^exicans 

and I suppose someone else fears the Guatamalians and so on to 

the Anartio Girole. Hence the security of secret hiding places* 

So return to the home of Mr* Means* It has a fire-place and 

no doubt a good well made chimney-one built to withstandsthe 

ravages of the elements and time. Mr. Means was sitting by the 

fireside, when Mrs* McLean's friend demanded the money. With the 

greatest surprise, he asked, "Did l nt Mrs. McLean get it." Who 

knows but that the rascal might have either raised or lowered . 

his eye, focusing it on the hiding place within that room. He 

knew then that it was safely cached away for the time being. 

Whoiknows, after months of sitting in his cell, that he feels 

that maybe his money is not so well hidden, that someone, a 

stranger, a government agent or someone may stuiab&e upon his 

hidden horde and find it. He knows that men have dug up his 

grounds, his cellar, his barn and all around and that maybe 

they may concentrate on the house* He wants to get out of jail. 

He wants to have a look at that old homestead and see for him 

self if his secret is still safe and maybe get the opportunity 

to transplant the dough to a place that has once been dug and 

searched — a sort of back-trailing idea. His cache- of money 

must be constantly on his mind. It must keep him on pins and 

it* 

needles because his activ^es all seemed to lead to the ac- 
quiring of lots of money regardless of consequences. 


«**■ 


Ho doubt he liked his fireside and the chimney. Maybe it has 
f&i&e brisks, a well hidden nook, a safe repository for his 
ill-gotten gold. Possibly along it's sides he has'h'i 
niches just large enoggh to hold a suitcase ^ a tr unk of sorts, 
a metal box or a. glass jar. Of course we oan T t go into a man's 
home and start tearing it down just on the theory of finding 
something we think is there.. There must be other ways of check- 
ing. Then on the oilier hand, there is the cement foundation with 
possibly, a hollow recess, accessable through a concealed opening 
in the baseboard of floor. This would be a lasting place and one 
hard- to find. Mr. Means knew the history of the South, it must 
seem because he taught school and no doubt had listened to 
4a-laany tales of the Civil War period, t/ho knows that he may have 
learned o£ the construction of secret hiding places from some 
old time carpenter or cabinet maker. He may have known of and 
seen several in the old homes in the south and had given time 
and study to the construction of them hoping someday to 
utilize his knowledge. The question arises, if all this has a 
particle of truth in it, how can the house be checked. One has 
to start at the bottom of things and check* The inside has to 
be cheoked with the outside and vice versus. Plenty of photo- 
graphs should, be taken both inside and out and scanned closely. 
Measurements made and checked against fl&or plans and original 
plans of the. house. Ho single item should be overlooked. 

Possibly an aerial -photo might turn the trick. Possibly a tree 
covers a distorted portion of the home-possibly a window is 
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smaller on tli^outside than on the inside^ Somewheres something 


is out of plumb and if the money is in the house, that should 
lead to the cache. « // 7?63 

To my way of thinking Gaston B. Means with all his 


craftiness has slipped up some place and it is just a question 
of time when it will he discovered. A study of Southern 



architecture and it*s peculiarities ought to help. His one 
• hrain cannot hope to compete with the brains you must have 
in your organization* The longer he stays in jail, the 
nuttier he will beoome-worrying about his dough, if he feels 
for one minute that there is the slightest chance of it 
being located* 

' 

If the world still feels that Gaston B« Means ' 
was a fine old southern gentlemen who got into hot water in 
the Lindberg case by trying to help Mrs. Mclean, your article 
goes along ways towards knocking that idea into a cocked hat. 
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“ , ' 1 '< „ f. ' , „ - s ‘ . 

l Mr. W* H» Gibson, -,’. 

1 } " _ Concord, North Carolina. 



if 

■l 


■ ■ ", Dear"Hf». Gibaobi-r ,; .; '•* ; ' ; ^.,-i 

■ ;. ’•■■ ■ ! - > '■•.••''• . - .- j- •'" 

I have , received your communication dated November 17* 1936* -■ ■; 

concerning, the article entitled J'lhe Amazing Mr *• Means* n whibh 


appeared in the December issue of the American Magazine*, and' X ‘ . 

‘ , - ' » . k< ’ t ’ ,',?** «. \ t 

desire-'t’o • thank you for your- courtesy in ■ 'writing , tO :, me ! . . . Vp-« 

' ■ - k\ ' y **\ • -v'- 

... Very truly yours,JV\, f •>-"■ • “ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH. 


Pursuant to your instructions that the contraverted points in a 
letter o f W. H.Apibson. da ted November 17, 193&, "bp refuted by references in 
the files, kindly be advised that I have made as thorough a search as possible 
in the time allotted to me. 

It will be noted that Gibson' s/|s ritindL^m-a r e of the article entitled 
"The amazing Mr. Means" by the Director and Courtney Ry ley Cooper, appearing 



in the December, 193b issue of the*American magazine “ " j “ “■ “ 

On Page 2 of Mr. Gibson! s letter, last paragraph, he states "he 
never studied Law." This refers to the statement on, Page'- 2ij., last paragraph^ 
in the magazine article which states "then he was privately tutored;, and plater 
took a course in law at the University of North Carolina." Means' personnel ’ 
file, which is attached, discloses that he made the statement, in his original ' ; 

application for appointment - "academic work at the University- of— North/^g-^- 

Carolina, leading to teaching and ^ ^193^ | PH 

On Page 2 of Mr. Gibson's letter, he states "he ’neper Plugged 
anybody in a football game for he never played a game in his" life and I 
doubt if he ever even saw one played." Gibson refers to the last paragraph. 
Page 2lf. in the American magazine article which states, "I have heard a few 
stories of the off-side play and slugging which are said to have characterized 
his career on the varsity football team." In my search of the files, I was 
unable to develop any information along these lines and in conferring with 
Mr. Smith, who spent over two and one-half days searching through the files 
when originally reviewing Mr. Cooper's article, he stated that he likewise 
could not substantiate the statement. Mr. Smith pointed this out in his 
-memorandum on the review of this article, which is file number 62-26978-383, 
l point $2. This statement is as follows: "2. On page 3 of the manuscript 

\the following statement appears: 'There nothing unusual seems to have happened, 
jother than the stories of off-side play and slugging which are said to have 
[characterized his career as a member of the varsity football team. ' The 
Writer has been unable to find anything in the Bureau files to substantiate 
phe statement that Means was a member of the varsity football team or that he 
was guilty of off-side, plays and slugging. In the event that -Means was 
actually a member of the football team, there appears to be reasonable 
assumption that he was guilty of unsportsmanlike acts, inasmuch as one 
person who knew him during his early years characterized him as a 'bully'." 

— As to the impersonation of Mr. Cannon's son, mentioned in this 
i same paragraph of Gibson's letter which contraverts the statements in the 
magazine article on Page 25, column 1, paragraph 1, stating "He got a job 
as a traveling salesman for a Southern towel mill. His story is that he w^ls 
soon made Western manager. But another version is that Means had a lot of' 

. all information contained 
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fun on the road by posing as the owner’s son and, upon exposure, was ordered 
back to the mill, from which he was finally fired for fomenting dissatisfaction 
among the workers. " File 62-5565-201 , in which the statement of impersonation 
is substantiated, has a letter from Charles R. Jordan, Acting Special Agent in 
Charge of the Charlotte Office in 192lj., in which he sets out information obtained 
from John M. Oglesby, an attorney for the Cannon Towel Manufacturing Company, 
who, on interview, stated as follows: ’’Means was employed by the above named 
company as a traveling salesman and that after Mr. Cannon’s attention was 
called to the fact that Subject was posing as his (Cannon’s) son, he was 
relieved as a road salesman and assigned to office duty at the above named 

..that he was subsequently discharged by Mr. Cannon for agitating 

and causing a lot of unrest among the other employees at the mill.” When 
inquiries were made about the subject’s general reputation, Mr. Oglesby stated 
"that it was very bad and that Means was forever in court, being made defendant 
in numerous cases, but owing to, his family connections, and his father being 
a very prominent, honest, and upright lawyer, he always managed to escape 
punishment.” 

Referring to the la.st sentence of Mr. Gibson’s letter contraverting 
the use of the term "an Estate,” which appeared on Page 80, column 2, paragraph 
6, in the magazine article as follows: "an old bam on the Means Estate," it 

appears that Gibson unquestionably is confusing the Means’ Estate in Concord, 
North Carolina, and the possible later residence in the town. Descriptions 
^he North Carolina property of the Means family appear piece— meal in various 
places in the file which indicate that it may have been classed as an estate. 

No where have I been able to determine that the actual word "estate" was used 
but in a review of the whole, old 62-5565 file, the statement that the Means' 
property could have been called an estate, in view of his father's prominence, 
seems to be substantiated. ' ' 

The files and the magazine are attached hereto should you care to 
refer- to them further. 


lespeetfully. 
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Tol’r J. Edgar Hoover, 
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Washington D.C. 


Dept. 




Dear sir; 


I have just read your article in the American I'agasiij 


J Miss Gandy. 

Gaston 3. Keans, familiarly known in Concord as Bud. I once was Jnd* - 


Mr. Nathan . 

Mr* Tolson-tc 
Mr. Baughman - 
Mr. Clegg— 

Mr. Coffey — . 

Mr. Dawsey . 

Mr. Egan 

Sir* Foxworth--.| 
Mr. Glavin , 

Mr. M »rbo ...... 

Mr. Joseph 
Mr. .Lester — — 

Mr.' Nichols 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder....| 
Mr. Tamm 
iMN<3*$ey .. 


perhaps am yet his friend, I went to school rath him and then td~"" 
college, the University of JTorth Carolina, which institution he 
entered one year behind me. I was instrumental in getting him in 
my fraternity. He was very highly thought of at the University, 
and after leaving there was head of the Albemarle (Jr. C . ) Graded 
Schools. There he made such a good reputation that the late Hr. 

J. W . Cannon emplyed him and' sent him to Hew York to work in l,he 
Cannon Hills office under the late Hr, Jno.C. Leslie who had charge 
of the Cannon office there. Hr. Cannon valued Leans ’ services very ' 
highly ana I r, Leslie stated that Gaston Keans was the most val- 
uable^ man in his emply.I leans only called on' the big Department 




stores such as llarshall Field & Co. of Chicago, Rice Styx c; Co, of 




stiouis to. D£C |y' 193 g fy-~ 3~ Y 1 £o~3% i _ 

Some years after he had been working for the Cannons 

\ r ' — .>‘1 . . k t / 

— S a chain on an upper berth in a Pullman car broke &£ta| 9 J#ms . was 
f^T^Tfaroirn out, He was severely injured, staying here^ at his horde- in 

g, , Du 



iring this 




^ or some months, I have forgotten ju£^hoiy 
/f/l^^yrf&llness I saw him practically every da^ an|*fhe was in bad shape. 

Upon his recovery he returned to 1-T.Y. a- changed man. In a convex 



sation I had with IY*.Leslie soon after this he stated that he 


vras worried about Gaston. That from being one of his most- dependh |V |ij , 
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men he had become one of the most undependable. Thinking that 
perhaps resposibility might correct She faults he sent him to 
Chicago in cahrge of the Cannon office there. But no good came of 
it and he was discharged or quit I dont know which .and has rael 
career started. 

On one ox hid visits home I went to see him accompanied 
by a young Doctor, graduate of Johns Hopkins and honor man at that 
Institution. He had been at the University of 1T.C. with Means, was 
a Fraternity Hate and fond of him. He told me to talk to other 
members of the family and let him put lleans through a. preliminary 
mental examination as he thought him unbalanced, When we left I asked 
him what he thought of Bud. He replied that Bud was as crzy as a loon, 
suffering from a form of mental disorder making him think that what 
ever he did was rght,that he must always be “the big man in every 
every thing and continually in search of notoriety. 

During his life here he was highly regarded by every body /a 
genial, likable boy, His failing, if it was one, was that if you called 
him a liar he would knock your face off before you got it out of 
your mouth. He was very fohd of children and was always ready to 
defend a woman od a child. 

How for a few inacuracies in your article. He never 
studied Law. He never "slugged" any body in a football gave for 
he never played a game in his life and I doubt if he ever even saw 
one played. He was not discharged for posing as Hf.^annonSs son 
and I never heard that he had done so and I know all the Cannons 
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intimately and have talked with all of them about leans. 

As to what he did after leaving the Cannon mils office 
I dont pretend to know except as to the Express Co . matter. In thisp 
you are correct. But at this time he certcdnly was a badly unbalanced 
man. From questions he asked me and remarks that he made I knew 
exactly what he-, was planning to do and I told his brother and 

brother in lav;. They said he was crazy and the best thing that could 

* 

happen to him would be to get locked up. 


That he has done all the things you say he has done I dont 
doubt but that they were the ants of a sane and normal man I do 
very much doubt. Had he been examined by some impartial and 
competent Expert I have always felt that an operation might have 
made of him a useful citizen for he has ability end courage and 
once had honesty and character. 

Y/hat his family, mother and three sisters at leact,have 
suffered on his account only" God knows. His mother, now dead, and 
sisters were and are people of the highest character. 

They do not and have not lived on an Estate unless you 
call a 75 by 200 ft, lot such. 

Yours 
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pboutMay,, '19d5Vy'and. ;6Hat’:k^^^ 

'tjbt€^,nev?. mna^pmant- J;'ot €hia»iEi^* ,*btie - 

C 5 -»nrnYrtC 5 T» r\ *f? ^ X*ri # * 4 - WX 4 - 4 vXv /4 w / . X-X <s ** 4 v *V£«i XXi-X .3 -■ *hr^ X'i 8 %*.^ v .*o>a VT\. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


. Thank you for sending the photographs 

of William E Ime rMl e ad which were received yesterday. 

^ : . Sincerely yours. 


. " ^ - EdgajJ|i?heeler 

ftLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


rn-.w 0141 

BECC f nn> \qth3-if-sateZ. 

.INDEXED. federal bureau of investigation 


/dec 9 jI 936 a . m , 

U. s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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• • December 7^ 1936* /I 7. 


Mr. Courtney Ryley. Cooper, 
c/o Mr. Verne Porter* 
Algonquin Club, - „ C .; " / . 
65. West 44-th Street, 

Rew York City. ' _ -'•> 

Dear Ryley: - . V e ■ 


fi- .■ 
7< 



' - . I am 5 - returning to you herewith the e^ra eppy -gf the article 

w Elraer and His Wonderful Wallet* n It is suggested that you consider 
certain changes in the jstraft of the article. . . , vf- . 

On page eleven* line four, It is believed that the phrase n the 
; sucker was the officer who was taking Mead to the penitentiary*’ should 
be .eliminated inasmuch as it 'migKt'.jbs.. tpiesirai>ie'’1^''ube such ah expreS- 
, slOn in referring: to a law.' enforcement official regardless Of the fact 
•> j that hh Is not specifically named and regardless of his efficiency Or 
inefficiency* 1 A • V. •• - 


6c 


^ s' 


u 


On page >■ nineteen, paragraph ,two, there, is reference to. the effect 
^-/ that a victim who had boon swindled communicated with the Denver police • r 
Department but received no reply. I think it might be well' to eliminate 
. this reference inasmuch as it might be construed as, a criticism of the 
Denver Police DspartmOnt*/’' \ ’v: ‘ V.' ’ : 

On page twenty, paragraph two, there is a reference to St. ’Augustine 


... '.“ dnd v 'Daytona Beach, Florida, and the statement is. made that in those places 
\!i Tl'-l; enforcement* WS3 in control of confidence men j *y It is felt that this 
1 '‘• ••statement should be eliminated inasmuch as there is nothing in, the records ' A 




‘of ‘the Bureau to substantiate this reference. 


■ r :' u 
.1*: 


__ ; pages twenty-one, , twenty-two^ and -twenty-three, certain references’ 

i t * , ; " rare made to. occurrences at and near St* Augustine, -Florida, ...'The Bureau 

records do not substantiate this statement and it. is felt that possibly the 
: -i ’ * * * material ; on these, pages, should be made more general ’.to ^.eliminate any possible 

, ~'V’^"”blMrg 0 ^f unwafrantedjcriticism. • . ••• ; ' 

,%Y > the statement is made .that. tt ihe Bureau is. 

i&a ble.in itsresolvg to track down anyone- who. changes his fingertip " 
frs,: felt that as' a mattei* of .-policy^ it- might be better to 


. r — 


■ is • implacable ih its resolve. to’ treck A dowh _ anyone who 

-4rr7‘-L ~'dt|e mpts> to change his. fingerprint patterns * ; ' -'• 

7., i (yf&&tOUGQWf D , ; -V 

' ‘lireoH IS' (ivl S-SSSW J®. 1 ( £i w A. 
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■ , Hi*-. Courtney Ryley Cooper 

^ X i l H f < ' r % J» 


2:.~ 


December 7* 1936. 


? u: v The article,. 

" ~ ygyeparecj. and i think Trill-Jbe 1 oT.aaiefc.yiaWrest- to ' the readers .o^ the American. 
^ . •* > Magazine., -I-" •" 7 •>, • : ^ ■’ ' 

;- \ ■'■ • - -TRith kind regards* I ant / . ; ‘ ’■ V y' : 

- .'v. s • ; •; , ’/■. * r ; -■ V . * '< '• v , ■ - 

Sincerely, ■ , * ' ’.•/.%>- v '•••" 1 
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AL. inru„..^iiON CQNlAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT F 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
• DI RECTO F? 


EAT:Tf iflP 






3ffj^23n&ral {Surratt of Juuestfgatttm 
35mf eh States -SBepartmeut of Jfusitce 
Jffastjxrtgtntt, 59. <*L 

December 4? 1936 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR • 


Hr. 31avla» 


I have reviewed the attached article entitledjj^ lmer a qd 
Wonderful Wallet", try Cour tney R j ter^Cooper and desire to advise that a 
msgorixT^JT^tHe “reported factslli^tM&*^^icle are not susceptible to" 

■ verification in the files of the Bureau. I am frankly fearful of the^ . >=— « 

possibility of producing adequate proof of some of the statements made in 
the event they are questioned. 

On Page 11, the statement is made in connection with the escape 
of Mead from an officer who was taking him to a penitentiary, that "the / 
sucker was the officer who was taking Mead to the penitentiary". I don’t v 
believe it desirable for the Director to use such an expression in referring 
to a law enforcement official, regardless of his efficiency. 

On Page 15, there are references to_the fixer in the Denver 
district who is proba bly LouVBlonger . bu t there is nothing in the Bureau 

files that would substantiate these statements. 

„ * < 

On Page 16 of the article, the statement is made that Denver, 

Los Angeles, Hot Springs, Miami, Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Kansas City 
and San Francisco were good confidence towns " in other days". I suppose 
that the statement "other days" saves us from ary accusation of making 
changes at the present time. 

On Page 20, a statement is made that Mead went to St. Augustine / 
and Daytona Beach where law enforcement was in the control of confidence * 
men. We can’t prove this. , 


■ * r Jey 


LV. J'sXiTCXth *' — — - )\ 


1 vGC -«*- 

! i Hr. Ij* "te* 


%*i.Qoinn ..... — * 

1 auX* 

ILr. Tarasa — — — 


Pages 21 and 2 2r, according to Mr. Cooper, were obtained from 
articles appearing in thf^h icago Daily Hews in _ 1921 and in articles written 
in St. Augustine in 1922/ As indicated , "thHTlur eau records don’t substantiate 
the statements made. Likewise^, th^s^^ements appearing concerning the J \ 
activities at a beach near Stf’^u^sxine in 1922 are n ot established by' 
t„e Bureau 1 s files. | £ £ , J ‘ 


The article makes excellent reading jin factFis ks rloviane as ~~ 
anything I have ever read written by Mr. Cooper / yrux ,A [ franM/'%ou^u^^3A^ 


ability to produce sufficient evidence to substantiate 

%'■ OEC 1 1 193 .® y* 

. t Jk S . . Respectfully, T~7iT~ 


£0 l^g^ements J 


p?/i 




E. A. Tamm 


* JOHN EDGA'R HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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3tetteral {Bureau of Inucstlgattort 
'Untied states department nf Sustiee 


TEIasIjIttgturt, 59. tilt. 

December 3, 1936 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM 

"Elmer and his Wonderful Wallet" 
by Courtney Ryley Cooper 



I have reviewed the manuscript of Courtney Ryley Cooper en- 
titled "Elmer and his Wonderful wallet," and as is noted in Mr. Cooper's 
letter to Mr. Tolson dated November 27, 1936, he obtained certain in- 
formation by collateral inquiries concerning the operation of confidence 
men. The confidence schemes related by Mr. Cooper concerning the sale 
of the viaduct, the foot-race game, and the purchase of horses can not 
be verified by our files. / 

A minor discrepancy appears on page /26 of the manuscript wherein 
he states that associates of William ElmeslMead w ere trailed from Mead* s 
house at Chicago. This did not occur, but^appears to be a possible 
explanation as to how Mead was captured as related subsequently in the 
manuscript. 

On page 28 a statement is made as follows: "The .Bureau 'is 

implacable in its resolve to track down anyone who changes his finger- 
tip patterns, believing that a person does this only for desperate rea- 
sons." As a matter of policy it perhaps would be better to state that 
the Bureau is implacable in its resolve to track down anyone who attempts 
to change his fingerprint patterns. 
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enty-one east fifty-second street jj ove> t)er 27-36 

NEW YORK CITY 




Dear Clyde: 

Herewith two copies of Elmer and His Wonderful 
Wallet being t>e story of William Elmer Mead. Instead of 
writing a long list of stuff by which I ha e tied up Elmer 
with various activities, I have made notes of my sources 
on the ma gin of one of the copies. 

You see, to know Mead’s set-up, it is necesssary also to 
be familiar with the workings of the Denver Bunco Ring, which 
was caught in 1922, and in which Mead was such a silent partner 
that hisxpxexaHzxzz while it was his victim which broug 
about the arrest of the whole gang, HIS PRESENCE IN DEN. ER 
WAS NOT EVEN SUSPECTED UNTIL THE GANG WAS ROUNDED UP. 

The Denver Bunco ring was a direct outgrowth of the 
old Mabray Gang which made Council Bluff’s fxmxz infamous 
for the fixed foot race and which gave rise to the popular y 
of the fixed foot race all over the country. It was here ’'hat 
the lost pocketb ok, as far as I can determine, was invented. 

Phillipj^a n X Cise gives Mead credit as being the aafextanji 
outstandilIg^^Wir=of-4he==Bunco Ring, and fcbout the only 
one that was able to survive knockout blows given m 
Denver. You will note from Mead’s record that Mead was up 
in Denver in 1910 as a bunco suspect and given hours to 
leave town. 


I also ran across a little item in Chicago newspaper 
files which I did not put into the story. That was the fact 
that a man using the alias of IxWxzSawiszxzz J[miam * J. 
^Fowler- was ideentified as working a confidence game to 
''fix income taxes. Mead at various times used W&J as 
initials and also used Fuller. It is possible 

that this was Mead, but e , it was a lo_nr.- pup ss -and. 

so I did not use it. INDEXE d. j q l£ ~ % - Af- 3 0 ~3/ 

< ^0]; n chasing down the record of Yell ow, Kid^/eil., , Lm-stiGM ION 
jocund that in a num er of instance^pfrs' P a ^ r _ in crime 
^jlas known as ’’Judge” was j an alia^Et MeJafiabO 

\X In the Daytona and St. Augustine incid ents, 1 Mea d, 

^ __X indetified him as such through such' companions aS 

A the^Waco Kid, Jacki^French and others who lat^r showed ^ 
up ih Denver, was using the name of J . 

• ' 





TWENTY-ONE EAST FIFTY-SECOND STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 

As you know, I knew Lou Blonger personally and saw Mm 
often, and while the Presid nt’s money racket was not told 
me as having been worked by Mead, it was told me as being 
the gag prevalent at that time zhzz and in use by all con men 
working in Denver. The same was true of the selling of the 
Fourteenth Street viaduct, which, incidentally, was within 
two blocks of police headquarters. 

. There is also this angle that whenever there is a 

"fishing crew", or gang of confidence men in town, everybody 
works at everybody elsets racket. That is, the con men who 
are net actively engaged on a "cutomer" or "prospect" quite 
willingly form the background for the "store", as bettors, 
miabxz "customers" etc, in the same way that a bunch of 
extras work axz in a stage play. Therefore, while a sucker 
may be the property of only a few con men, all the grifters 
in town play their part in trimming him, thus furnishing 

excitement in a bookie "store" or "stock market brokerage 
office . " . - & 

If there are any qualifications or corrections, will 
you attach fcxmx them to the carbon, and I will pick it 
up when I am down there. 

As I note in a marginal note, the name of Elmer was 
not drawn out of thin air, but was the name which was used for 
Mean by his wife. 

Samezever 





answering ine allegation appearing in -the letter of 


entitled WT heX^aalftg M ? * ISeah s.P ' r '■ •' y '• ; 

'■ ■■I' ' ''■*$&'* ' jPifpar ‘and'.-Mr* §j^£WWeat thiot%hK ‘ 
the flies again' w.mipg && ? 

nation was f oand therein. . ; Fracticajiy; all . of the 
iiata sat fortib in the attached fflembrjshdhm Was 
Secured fro®, court decisions. and appeal -ht'iefS • 
which are : matters, of public record*.; -.V :l' v ?! 

; -t y ;Ees|!eotf“n!lly‘j v.. y‘- .’t'.vt 
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•- '* .'Be*. . . *■ ° -■ . • 

Glass tie&ei-tiase •. y„.„ - V--.' ;•... ' 

- : ’ V. ; ' lEhe article entitled fusing iSr*. Feats** 

-. .ttofc Fecehber issue of the ^efiean liaggssine* -odth -reference tp-thie eoh^. * " ->' • • :•' - : 
, - -; • nootions of Feans- with the glass Casket -Oac©> nlaiesi ^ ' , '• _ cv rf _ :v ‘ ' 

'.-'* ■ .- tfa&Vgfredp o f&m 4a IXtooue* P&*,/ha4 coneeiiife& $hn ' •" •• :-'■/■ . 

.. brilliant 240a of selling stools in a new kind of burial .casket* : - . 

■ It was. to ba of glass* so that- a, bereaved, person could view the , ' . ■ 

■ • , ; deceusod frroa S3A aa^es* %o?&verf :&&cr 'farfjlg sold. tbs shook* ' • - y- 

r. ; * j,' ' •; ' ;•. -• th$ prtsmi^m had failed to deiiyef -itbie nsgioal glass" «a$»t and .. •> • • - > 

\S"-“ •;* had fraud* \ ’- v .- /'v. . j ;‘‘ y. : t .\ *;*'/< '•'.' 

'/•>%. Vg/ V*S&**»p on Gaston leans* f» all, bis plumage* bad riddeninte the' "■ - - 

Vf:' .,J ■ 1 picture* announcing that* t&Ok'h is phu^r-nt the seat. of y • • ‘ » ' v 

• .’*"' -’ « ; the indietn^nba* -$ie • ; y» £'-\- . 

••• '••'■ . v * ■>. paid* to©* th^F '■ ' -’’ ;* .•<;' 'v/y y„ : t ; '/■•!'■ : \v 



•; ~ .. -Megm twg^#'- He ^jabiaed'bu^-' sd iobg# .vr-V-:.- 
:-- itt fact* tMt'.ths/%fssdaats: f4aail^:gavfap^-'fasag#d then nm»: . 

plaiaed loag otod loudly shout tbs big gOTet^out ‘sgeat to '-ubou tbejr J : ■'■"•• 
y.- , "bad- glvea f65*g0O# dolag aotbibgV •%aia; gustoa Mste-.^s ooa-#> . - 
. .•-•Tlctea;sa4,-S!^te'aced-to ps&.fm&s;# ^i4s..s©UttB0s;-tU'be senred .-aftta?; •'• j".: ( ;' 
. ■■•.. - tbs forjsoi? ous# , ■Thus ' at last- " puti^ouaS ’ sway would eease '- r ' • > 

; .*^td'botbe??^ W; /' • * • ,._. ;■;, ; \ “;;• .. : — ■*','• \'.c ••>/.;;•' 

■ : boy %,ir!^8% -tu a- .aafed. .'4-. ; ' V r:.i %' :•; 

•bW^Es tbs sof^t^SSs-bf tbs'bhutu. ^tsessut* bis., T - r . 

^Ibgutloas'- till bo; sot out us follows* ; i?itb. tbo.fa0ts'4u ! ^efo^oaoe tbe^btot-' : ' 

l. .»Coatra%' to', the isgurossiou you loaVe* 4liooUaUs^ ooaOoivca aoitbob ■ 


< 1 , SSI.^s, 


^ ■;;. caskets lu-gltooaa^ ; \; \ • 'v- ---/-, ’ ’. ; ,V ; 

’:. • -,•-. / >:| . “ Is, the 'm^em m$mtm 'ii 0 stated-' that . %" of W' ■ 

ift,txt6ta% Pfe*,.he& oouoel^od -ittio hailllaiit idea of solllag stodSf'ia &;■■ -" 
nm ^ burial •esa&eb* and yefeSs '•fuatbei* to stbe |>to5S>toxrs bad f eilsd. to • ' • 
-dollyep this &$&&£. &&sb cashet-ead. bud' l®eh ih^otea for ffcssaSU* v ./. 

, ' ; Fitb,reforeuse- to folsu%gtat®oiit* gudgeJIsaiou* -ia tbe osse of ' 
&$$*»* fb*p3.* *n %. 9^*'.4r ,re^(^lag -the .facts' of this ’ ' 

' oaso* pointed out that dS def ehdsats -wero saEied' ia the indietueiit of t?b^n 
1$ here found guil^ p$ _>u§ing,tbe >^%i' to- def^uud* asg « weft Quitted* .- 
yubd’ es the Qsusrt said* these- Mother- dlsposlldonsjr tciaecesse^y to uentlonk 
'tus aade of****tbe otl^r defendants*, 8 goseph 35% ,Dom bad seeured .a contract 
from the dLsss gasket gorporatioa of lltoona*. 'Fa** fob tbe.^le of l^gOQ 
.shares of its S'tock*, " leat^ this contract wes cancelled end' an ^priX 1$*.* - 
19S2* enothe?- was entered into between, henry Orager* ■.doing business, as- 
b* h* E6ie & go* * and- the Glass Caskot gorporutiopi. festiaemy established 
• that Sen|anip, Orager*- tesel Safir una Samuel FgtenHatt 'end' berry ^idemah ^ , 
operated unaer tbe sme et 'the, Crager ^ate% 4 tm*. , : -pi--Jlarhb of j$gSL‘$.%: " 0 
ysoliaited the business of the,' Glass Cashot Corpora-tdon,,of .nltotns* fa* . -’ | * 


L. " 9^-3 -V— 2 0 - 3 f/ 



, » s * 


;\i' * > ;> 


tarn? at. this" bi&e* hs& tfco contract to sell 1^^000- shores - of ' Class -',. .. . ' . 
.Csj&et-,.sto$c*. ■ -After &egebi&tia»$> Bora 'assigned- It to, the Cragor 
. ; and in place :Qf the d&^anent & 'im eontrnob- tjas'-enierM into- hf- „ ,-.■-' ‘ 

'<■ the' &*. -B* Beis end QoMpsnfy referred to- above* .to, handle the stool? of the . 
: • ciaas Qaes&t Corporation*. , *#&&'*«&* .to JltcMmi «$&' • -■• , , 

'. . arfan^d for the' sluing of thonStt dpnhrsot**' - Saroljr this, -' 

" -’. jrifctsaMft' of the Court is, -sufficient- totohh its •• \ t , 

■ * ■ gfc&tospifc' tm&'ln Altoona* #.«*so»oe^c4- the _ 
’ " ideh'of selling ,'-$f this' jst&te&eah' is irtot'reufflOlont^ .. }' 

> , the statement-, f3p.d» ; the appeal fcatof of 2Eapian .ahdohbaf defendants ' .'■• 

.. •Sfiler ft&M tpS*"#* Attoi>hhy 3&jo^’‘E*..Baolmeri $?hlqh ‘ .f J- 

V, :$# & publid doebnent sad -a: part w official 'Court rpoord .»*&'$«*»•'' ‘ •* '> 
•;■ s?itt.eh»;fia?e qustc4 49p&'taRto -based oa th& v > ; V*’ *. 1; - 

•-•• tosti© oj^ia tho $*#«!*. pia.^hc^danoe '$ito ' 
v Altoona* '»4*.^thi.4ef^8at-Bos^^tt .Of *tl*si Crhgo^;Sysie%. Ihc**, tp. ’ 

.■ , .e^foMgja for the - substitution eC a’ nesr nedhraet between £* t* "Hois fit Co.-'. V 
' ,-cnd the maW;4oshot' 0^ (ftO** #7* U% ■#$)*■• Ca this- trip to - , . , - 
-./ ■'•Altoona* -|toaehhiatt : '^4.Pora_b^onght ^ith.thoa'thyee lottos (Inhibits • ••-. 
- 16* 17* ia$£. (fpli- ;.lhego «hOh revised add approved, by- ibe .j&Xas# . 

. gasket 4°fphfsMoR*:i?sre' hbht.- ; olit- ,to.old- , '.s'toO& holdon».» > '. \;(?£d*lhito . ... 
,;\. 3*.':4 and,-6*)..'fhehh-t^m : giveh;to Kosonblatt'hgr' ^a^tela' £h6fc&»--fU:% : 

, Meiatein * . ^$,%msw» ,m® ' Offlto Manager' \6f the ’ Cfoags* "ghetto/ • . 

*ia Boras 2h*eseh0o* .-(foi* 643)-# 'vlftex 1 the Moles hsBpsign .'; .;; " 

- ..Bor h |srah eiveh tho ^e^onhlhlo posltloh la^tho •shh<?4e of diyeotiag . ;-. \ 

=■ ' rOperatians-st ’Altoona*., ! '$hOS?e he had. ohafge- of ;Mw Sales?ie% answered ; 

.gave IhStfiiotlono-ohd.ges^hllF assisted , /' 

tipi -(fols* $f&0'p£fys tiSfai 4^* * ! 5®^. . So A^f:... . i- : v 

lotthfs-, j?eo<^fSd'ih .:Mtciosh^ : ’ Y06^;>it3ii» -Bt’ogof ^ ' ; t?!htlS’ii!d' ^her^-.- v *•: 
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2518 West Chestnut Ave. , Altoona, Pa., 
Decanter 9, 1936* ■* 
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PBIVATE AMD CON: 


?> It. Coffey 

] &2r. Dawcey _J 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Chief of Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

In failing to distinguish between the innocent and the guilty, and between fact andr.fiOHcr.. 

tion, your article "Thg ; Ag&o Ing Mr ^Jlfeaas , n which appears in the December— 1936 Issme^of 

Che A merican Magazine, i s. insofar as the glass casket episode is concerned, false?iand=oy 
injur ious . jj :i*so Gtma y ,.l 

i -/ -4*M 

This narrative is felse an statement or insinuation in these particulars: jj /— ' 



f 1. Contraiy to the impression you leave, Altoonans conoeived neither the idea of manu- 
I faoturing glass oasksts in Altoona, nor the subordinate idea of selling glass casket stook 
V^to finance production of glass caskets in Altoona. 

2. Contrary to the impression you leave, the promoters — tlB management of the Glass Casks 
Corporat ion — did deliver glass caskets. 


3. Contrary to the inpress ion you leave, only one promoter, or member of the management , 
namely. President S. W. Manning, was indicted, and he was indicted innocently on trumped-u 
accusations. 


4. Contrary to the inpress ion you leave, the indicted promoter paid nothing to Gaston 
Means for any purpose, particularly not to $uash the indictments • 

5. Contrary to the inpress ion you leave, note of the promoters pleaded guilty. Che lone . 

indicted promoter was diismissed by the court and e zone rated of any and all complicity in 
the stock fraud. (Consult the record of the trial before Judge learned Hand in the South- 
ern District Court of Hew York.) , . 

All officials of the Glass Casket Corporation, particularly myself as Assistant Secretary 
and Office Manager*, who were active in the affairs of the Corporation at the time of the 
false indictment, and Who were personally known to the majority of the two odd thousand 
shareholders residing in this vicinity, have suffered irreparably in consequence of the 
publication of your unfair, untrue and unwarranted version of the glass oasket stock fraid 
episode in the life of Gaston Means. 

I live in Altoona where the ruins of the glass factory stand a grim reminder of dis appoints 
hopes to this multitude of stockholders vinom I must now face under the heavy olou%of sus- 
picion you have created. As 1 have already had your article thrust in my face several time 
and as it msfces securing of suitable employment by me next to inpossible, putting me in a 
precarious economic plight, adequate reparation for the injury should be promptly forthooma 


I have written The American Magazine on this subject, and have set* December— 21-,~1936«as the| 
deadline fbr receipt of a satisfactory response. ' y 4^— j? — 4^— "2^ -i. 5? / i f 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTdR 
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SffrJirral {Bureau of Snurstfgaitatt 
•Hmteii States Separtment of ifustice 
Btasljtttgtntt, 3B. fit. 

December 11, 1936 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH 


/ 



There is attached hereto a memorandum 
answering the kllegation appearing in the letter of 
Mr. RoyvWolan is to the authenticity of the state- 
ments contained in theQ fi.merican Magazine article 
entitled "The^j Amazing Mr . Meang v . " 

Mr. Pieper and Mr. Smith went through 
the files again last evening and no further infor- 
mation was found therein. Practically all of the 
data set forth in the attached memorandum was 
secured from court decisions and appeal briefs 
which are ma.tters of public record. 

Respectfully, 

/ , <fb , 

L. B. Nichols. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DEC 16 ,9^6 P. M. 

U. S. DEPte^ENT OF JUSTICE 

£ $ 
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Re: GASTON B. MEANS 

Glass Gasket Case . 

The article entitled ’’The Amazing Mr. Means” which Appeared in 
the December issue of the American Magazine, with reference to the' con- 
nections of Means with the Glass Casket Case, states: 

”It seemed that a group of men in Altoona, Pa., had conceived the 
brilliant idea of selling stock in a new kind of burial casket. 

It was to be of glass, so that a bereaved person could view the 
deceased from all angles. However, after having sold the stock, 
the promoters had failed to deliver this magical glass casket and 
had been indicted for fraud. 


"Thereupon Gaston Means, in all his plumage, had -ridden into the 
picture, announcing that, with his power at the seat of government, 
he could, for $65,000, quash the indictments. The defendants had 
paid. Then they had waited. 
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”But Mr. Means had become terribly busy. He remained busy so long, 
in fact, that the defendants finally gave up, pleaded guilty, then com- 
plained long and loudly about the big government agent to whom they 
had given $65,000, for doing nothing. Again Gaston Means was con- 
victed and sentenced to two years, this sentence to be served after 
the former one. Thus at last we put Means away where he would cease 
to bother. .” 

Mr. Roy M. Nolan, in a letter dated December 9, 1936, makes a 
number of allegations as to the correctness of the above statement, his 
allegations will be set out as follows, with the facts in reference thereto: 

1. "Contrary to the impression you leave, Altoonans conceived neither ' 
the idea of manufacturing glass caskets in Altoona, nor the subordinate 
idea of selling glass casket stock to finance production of glass 
caskets in Altoona. 5 

In the American Magazine article it is stated that "a group of men 
in Altoona, Pa. had conceived the brilliant idea of selling stock in a- 
new burial casket" and refers further to "the promotors had failed to 
deliver this magical glass casket and had been indicted for fraud.” 


With reference to Nolan’s statement, Judge Manion, in the case of 
Kaplan, et. al. v. U. S., 18 F. J2d. 939, in reviewing the- facts of this 
case, pointed out that 65 defendants ’were named in the indictment of whom 
13 were found guilty of using the mails to defraud, and ,8 were acquitted, 
and as the Court said, these "other dispositions, unnecessary to mention, 
was made of.... the other defendants." Joseph E. Dorn had secured a contract 
from the Glass Casket Corporation of Altoona, Pa., .for the sale of 19,000 
shares of its stock. Later this contract was cancelled and on April 18, 
1922, another was entered into between Henry Crager, doing business as 
A. B. Heim & Co., and the Glass Casket Corporation. Testimony established 
that Benjamin Crager, Samuel Safir and Samuel Rosenblatt and Harry Sideman 
operated under the name of the Crager System, Inc. In March of 1922 it 
solicited the business of the Glass Casket Corporation of Altoona, Pa. 


L 
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Dorn, at this time, had the contract to sell 19,000 shares of Glass 
Casket stock. 'After negotiations, Dorn assigned it to the Crager Systems 
and in place of the assignment a new cpntract was entered into by 
the A. B. Heim and Company, referred to above, to handle the stock of the 
Glass Cagket Corporation. "Dorn and Rosenblatt went to Altoona and 
arranged for the making and signing of the new contract." Surely this 
statement of the Court is sufficient to back up the American Magazine 
statement that "a group of men in Altoona.-; . .conceived the brilliant 
idea of selling stock." If this statement is' not sufficient, surely 
the statement from the appeal brief of Kaplan and other defendants 
(Dept. J?ile_..36-1534=-42) filed by U. S. Attorney Emory R. Buckner, which 
is a public document and a part of the official Court record and from 
which are quoted the following statements which were based on the 
testimony in the casej "In accordance with this agreement, 1 Dorn went to 
Altoona, Pa. with defendant Rosenblatt of the Crager System, Inc., to 
arrange for the substitution of a new contract between A. B. Heim & Co 
and the Glass Casket Corp. (fols. 367, 449, 553) • On this trip to 
Altoona, Rosenblatt and Dorn brought with them three letters (Exhibits 
16, 17, IS), (fol. 368). These when revised and approved by the Glass 
Casket Corporation, were sent out to old stock holders, (Exhibits 
3, 4 and 6.) These were given to Rosenblatt by Edelstein (note, M. H. 
Edelstein, a Government witness, was Office Manager of the Crager System) 
in Dorns presence, (fol. 643). After the sales campaign started, 

Dorn was given the responsible position in the scheme of directing 
operations at Altoona. There he had charge of the salesmen, answered 
inquiries from them, gave them instructions an^S generally assisted 
them (fols. 390, 396, 456, 458, 555, 584, 585). He also answered any 
letters received in Altoona, (fol. 706) . Benj. Crager testified he 
remained there about 20 days in all (fol. 587) being absent a short 
period." (Page 10 and 11). 

From the above our statement is correct that "a group of men 
in Altoona. .. .conceived, etc." 

This is further verified by the following letter marked 
Exhibit .5, dated April 24, 1922, quoted in the appeal brief of David D. 
Stansbury, attorney for defendant Jack Block (Dept, file 36-1534-41) 
which is a part of the Court records in this case. 

"To Whom It May Concern: 

"The bearer, whose signature appears below is a duly accredited 
representative of A. B. Heim and Company,* and as such, is entitled 
and empowered to present your allotment''!* The Glass Casket 
Corporation, and to receive payments therefor in the name of 
A. B. Heim and Company. 


Very truly yours. 

The Gla ss Casket Corporation 
By 

"Signature of 
authorized representative" 


President 
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Likewise Exhibit 6, a letter dated May 10, 1922, addressed 
to the stockholders of the Glass Gasket Corporation, quoted in the 
above mentioned brief, shows the close connection of the Glass Casket 
people and' The Crager System: 

"The prospects of our Corporation during the last i. two weeks have 
undergone a change for the better. In the latter part of April 
A. B. Heim & Company, New York City, brokers, contracted to pur- 
chase the remaining original shares of the Corporation, with a view 
to supplying working capital to put our plant under production. 

At this time that Company has more than made good its agreement 
with us, enabling the corporations to contract for the additional 
facilities needed to take care of quantity output. 

"A letter just received from A. B. Heim & Company conveys the 
information that they contemplate selling in the very near future 
Glass Casket shares at an increased price over that paid for it by 
you. 


Sincerely yours, 

Srail/EMN The Glass Casket Corporation" 

In dismissing the indictment as to Manning, the Trial Judge, 
with respect to the letters sent out by the Glass Casket Corporation, 
said, "They were not good documents, of course. I don’t think they 
were documents which exculpate him from moral wrong. . ." (Page 24, 

Mr. Stansburys appeal brief.) 

"The defendants in this case can be divided into three 
distinct groups: Manning, President of the Glass Casket Corpora ti on j 

the Crager System Outfit, which consisted of Safir, Sideman, Rosenblatt 
Gettzler, Joseph Dorn, Benjamin Crager and Henry Cragerj and the 
groups of salesmen of which there were originally 56. The indictment 
was dismissed as to Manning, the President of the Glass Casket 
Corporation." Page 23, Appeal brief for Plaintiff in Error. (Dept, 
file #36-1534-40) 

As a sidelight on Nolan, the following appears in Plaintiff- 
in-Error brief (Geo. Z. Medalie, attorney). Dept, file #36,1534-40, 
page 8: 

"Mr. DoPn stayed in Mr. Manning's office (Mr. Manning was President 
of the Glass Casket Co.) in Altoona, for about 10 days to aid the 
salesmen if necessary (fol. 395)* The salesmen were supplied 
with an option blank which set forth that an allotment had been 
made to the stockholders and which also provided for a release by 
the stockholder in the event of a fefusal to take up the allotment 
(f ols . 402-404) . About two weeks after the campaign started he 
visited Altoona, spoke to Mr. Manning and Mr. Nolan (the office mana- 
ger of the Glass Casket 0 o .) and both seemed well satisfied the way 
the campaign was going, (fol. 396)" 


• • 


2. "Contrary to the impression you leave, the promoters — the manage- 
ment of the Glass Casket Corporation— -did deliver glass caskets* rt 

From the files and court decision we are unable to find anything 
to verify directly the American magazine statement that "the promoters had 
failed to' deliver this. magical glass casket." It is true they were indicted 
for fraud nevertheless and numerous individuals convicted for the fraudulent 
use of the mails in selling stock of the Glass Casket Corporation, which, of 
course, strengthens our statement. 

It is believed, however, that the following statements in the appeal 
brief filed by Attorney Harry Kopp for defendants Shaw and Goulson (Department 
File 36-1534-39) would substantiate by inference, if not directly, the American 
magazine statement, for certainly if the evidence showed that caskets were being 
delivered the defense would have brought that fact out in their brief to rebut 
the charge of fraudulent use of the mails. 

Following are the statements of defense Attorney Kopp*s brief: 

"Its (Glass Casket Corporation) output was glass forms which were to 
be used as linings for coffins*. ... .Glass forms had already been manu- 
factured. . . .Additional working capital was needed to fill these orders 
and to put the plant on a productive basis." (Fols. 2251, £ 40 ) P. 2. 

Mr. Kopp states that the following representations were charged in the 
indictment among others: "(24) that the Glass Casket Corporation was 

working or was producing casketsj (25) that the Glass Casket Corporation 
would soon produce caskets or would be successful". . .P. 10. He also 
argues that "Those who purchased knew the recent financial affairs of 
the Glass Casket Corporation; they were warned against high pressure 
sales talks; they had no right to expect this stock to have attained 
fabulous values overnight. If they possessed- that- average amount of 
common sense, which the law says must be- exercised by every person, 
they could not possibly have been deceived by any distorted represen- 
tations of present worth or exaggerated promises of future value." P. 26. 

Mr. Kopp also charges that "Safir, Rosenblatt, Crager and perhaps Dorn 
were the master minds" in the stock scheme. P. 5. It will be recalled that 
Rosenblatt, Crager and Dorn were in Altoona at the time the stock selling 
scheme was inaugurated with the Glass Gasket Corporation. 

George Z. Medalie, Attorney for plaintiffs in error Cohen, Palter 
and Wallach in an appeal brief made the following statements (Department File 
36-1534-40) : 

"They (Casket People) have a number of completed caskets at 
the place (Fol. 344) P. 14» Roy M. Nolan, office manager of 
the Glass Casket Corporation on cross ex amin ation testified 
"that they had made caskets and had sufficiently perfected 
them to sell them in quantities. They then had and now still 
have samples of their caskets which were seen by people who 
visited the plant." (Fol. 2237) P. 16. ' 
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Benjamin Crager testified, ”He found a big plant consisting 
of many buildings and saw caskets which had actually been manu- 
factured.” (Fol. 522-526) P. 26. 

Patterson the treasurer of the Glass Casket Corporation 
testified, ”that a number of caskets had been completed, and that 
they required money for molds and working capital.” (Fol. 839-845) 
P. 27. 


The evidence given by Nolan was to the effect that "caskets 
had been manufactured and sufficiently perfected to sell in quantities 
and that if they had succeeded in raising $150,000 they would have 
had ample funds for producing purposes.” (Fols. 2148,2206, 2213, 

2231, 2237) P. 28. 

"The uncontradicted evidence is that if the Glass Casket people 
had been successful in raising the necessary money to put them in 
production, the Corporation would be successful today.” P. 31. ”The 
cotart, in dismissing the indictment as against Manning, stated that 
it was possible that if the necessary capital had been raised, the 
Corporation might have been successful today.” P. 31. 

From the above it would seem to be no more than logical to assume 
that caskets certainly were not delivered extensively, if at all. No 
indication as to any deliveries appears in the appeal briefs other than 
set out above, and certainly it would seem to be advantageous to the defense 
to bring out any deliveries 6f caskets if any. To be sure of this, however, 
a transcript of the evidence in the case would have to be studied. Re- 
presentations, of course, were made by the salesmen of the Glass Gasket 
Corporation that caskets were being manufactured, and that orders were on 
hand. 

3. ’‘Contrary to the impression you leave, only one promoter, or member of 
the management, namely. President S. W. Manning, was indicted, and he 
was indicted innocently on trumped-up accusations.” 

The American magazine statement refers to men in Altoona or promoters 
of the stock, and it makes no difference whether Manning or any other officials 
of the Glass Casket Corporation were indicted or convicted for the fact remains^'; 
that of the four defendants* composing the Crager System, Incorporated, Benjamin 
Crager, ferry Sideman and Samuel Rosenblatt plead guilty and Samuel Safir was 
found guilty by the jury. Defendant Joseph E. Dorn was likewise convicted as 
was defendant Henry Crager. (Fol. 322, Page 9, Appeal Brief of United States 
Attorney Emory R. Buckner, Department File 36-1534-42) It will be recalled that 
Dorn, Rosenblatt and Crager were in Altoona when negotiations were entered into 
with the Glass Casket Corporation, as indicated in the answer to allegation 
Number 1. Thus Nolan* s accusation is foundationless — in the American magazine 
no statement is made impugning the character of the management of the Glass 
Casket Corporation as such. And it can logically be contended that the stock 
promoters were aligned with the actual management of the Glass Casket Corporation. 


ij.. "Contrary to the impression you leave, the indicted promoter paid 
nothing to Gaston Means for any purpose, particularly not to quash the 
indictments." 

It would appear that Mr. Nolan is attempting to infer from 
the statement in the American Magazine that S. W. Maiming, President 
of the Glass Casket Corporation paid Means. Such is erroneous on his 
part, for the article refers throughout to promoters of stock, and . 
refers particularly to the defendants indicted, whom Means approached 
with the promise to quash the indictments for §65,000. The following 
are the actual facts in connection with this item, as taken from the 
opinion of the Circuit Court of Appeals (9 P 2d 872), in the case of 
Felder v. TJ. S. 

The court states: "It is not necessary to dwell upon the 

unsavory testimony regarding their negotiations. We sum it up by 
saying that it seems to us proven quite clearly that the casket men 
named and their attorney, ICostner, did agree that Means should he paid 
§65,000 — in consideration of which the warrants upon which they had been 
arrested would be quashed, the books of what was alleged to be the 
•scheme’ wouid be rescued from government seizure, letters would issue 
from the ’Department of Justice completely exonerating each and every- 
one’." 


The court further states,: "As to the §65,000.00, the evidence 

is direct that when the first money was paid, about the middle of 
October 1922, §10,000 came to Jaraecke, who by Means’ order paid 
§8,000 of it to Felder, and told him it came from the casket men. 

Felder received it, seemingly as a matter of course, but never accounted 
for it as a part of his ’casket’ fee, and in the ■ following March denied 
that he knew Jarnecke, or had ever heard of him. This payment was in 
cash, and so was $ij.7,800 which was paid to Felder’s partners in Means’ 
presence, by Kostner, ■ and • receipted for in the name of Felder’s firm 
by one Spielberg, who had been a partner less than a month. The form 
of the receipt was for ’services rendered and to be rendered in above 
action. ’ At the time there was no action pending, no indictment having 
been found" .... "Further it was admitted that Felder’s firm procured 
an assignment of property which should have realized §5>000 in addition 
to the amounts actually paid." 

This opinion was delivered on a writ of error by Thomas 
Felder. "The indictment in a single count, and with numerous stated 
overt acts, charged Felder, together with Gaston B. Means and one 
Jarnecke, did conspire with six persons named, but not indicted." 

Convictions from which this is an appeal by Felder — "of 
the five ‘casket men’ indicted, Getzler seems prudently to have remained 
in Europe; Rosenblatt pleaded'guilty; Sideman and Safir were convicted, 
and the remaining one does not figure in this story. Safir, Sideman, 
and Rosenblatt testified for the prosecution in this case; result was 
that Means and Felder alone stood trial under this indictment, for 
Jarnecke pleaded guilty and turned State’s evidence. After a lengthy 
trial the jury found both men guilty." 
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Means was sentenced 'bo serve two years in the Federal Peni- 
tentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, and pay a fine of $10,000; while Felder 
was fined $10,000, and Jarnecke was given a six month sentence. News- 
paper clippings in the file indicate Means served his sentence. 

5 . "Contrary to the impression you leave, none of the promoters 
pleaded guilty. The lone indicted promoter was dismissed by the court 
and exonerated of any and all complicity in the stock fraud." 

Contrary to Nolan’s statement, three of the promoters did 
plead guilty, as set forth in the answer to Nolan’s third allegation. 
The lone indicted promotor. President S. W. Manning, is not in issue, 
as no reference is made in the article to any lone promoter, and no 
stretch of the imagination would warrant Nolan’s impression. With 
reference to the Glass Casket Corporation it is interesting to note 
that Benjamin Crager, Henry Crager, Joseph E. Dorn, Stephen Manning, 
Samuel Rosenblatt, and Samuel M. Safir, together with 57 obher persons, 
were indicted in the November Term of Court, 1932, at Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Over the protest of the Post Office inspectors this 
indictment was Nolle Prossed in September, 1927* upon the authority 
of the Department. (Department file 36-153U-46 etc. ) This indictment 
covered substantially the same offenses for which these persons were 
indicted in Pennsylvania. 


CONCLUSION 


From the above it will be seen that Nolan’s allegations, 
excepting the faint possibility of the actual delivery of a negligible 
number of caskets, are foundationless from the sources that have been 
consulted in this brief period of time, and it is believed that no 
concern need be attached to his statements, for it is believed that the 
Court Record alone, including the indictment, and transcript of testi- 
mony, would clearly establish the correctness of the American Magazine 
statements, and it is believed that no reasonable man would gain the 
impressions, advanced by Nolan, who obviously is malevolent, evidencing 
an insatiable hostility upon redirection of attention to his own 
nefarious acts . 

No newspaper clippings have been consulted, which it is 
believed would further substantiate our stand. If additional data 
is deemed necessary it is suggested that the file in the U. S. Attorney’s 
office in New York be reviewed, since our files fail to include complete 
results of the investigation by the Post Office inspectors, indictments 
or a transcript of the testimony. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOSEPH 


With; reference to the attached letter frojd Thomas C. 
Underwood, -who Requests information regarding the conditions 
under which Bu rton K^Wheeler took- Mr. ^Means to p£^son, this query 
no doubt is inspired by the article entitled , lSh^®aaaing-Mr^~Means'-, " 
which appeared in the December, 1936, issue of the'^American Magazine. 
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A review of this article fails to reveal any reference 
to Senator Wheeler as such. There is a reference, however, to 
the Senate investigation of the Teapot Oil Scandal and Means’ 
application thereto, but there is no indication in the article 
that Means was ever imprisoned for any connection that he had 
with the Senate Committee. 

A hurried review of the file fails to reveal any 
information regarding Senator Wheeler's taking or sending Means , 
to prison. It would appear that prior to Means’ incarceration for ' ; „ 
the Lindbergh kidnaping hoax and subsequent to 1910 that the latter 
has been convicted on only two occasions, namely, 'for conspiracy 
to violate the National Prohibition Act on July 21, 1934 > for which 
Means was sentenced to serve two years in the penitentiary and pay 
a fine of ten thousand dollars, and on January 30, 1935* when Means 
was convicted together with Thomas B. Felder for conspiracy to bribe 
United States officials in connection with the Glass Casket case. 

Means on this instance was sentenced to serve two years in the 
penitentiary and to pay a ten thousand dollar fine, and from that 
time on the Bureau has a pretty good running account of Means’ • 

activities and they fail to reveal that he was ever imprisoned 
through the efforts of Senator Wheeler . 
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The attached photostatic copy of an editorial which 
appeared in the New York Times on July 3* 1924* of which there are 
numerous copies in the file, would indicate that Means was more 
less of a protege of Senator Wheeler, an d is indeed interesting 
reading. ” 
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I MEANS, THE MARTYR. 

Mr. Gaston B. Means, long one of 
our most noted criminologists, lias 
been found guilty, with one of Ms aids, 
of conspiracy to violate the Prohibition 
. law. In the course of his unselfish 
! passionate pursuit of crime, the 
malice of the wicked has brought in- 
dictments against him for' various 
peccadilloes from murder down. 
Humorous as. well as scientific investi- 
gator, he has described his occupation 
as 41 being indicted but until now he 
has broken through all the nets of 
i spite. This is his first convictions ' ; 

v Mr. Means was the great white pole- 
j Bt *r of Truth to the Brookhart com- 
mittee. Among the living and the 
; dea ^» and in a twilight world of mys- 
: terious figures known only to his clear 
i eye, his long memory roamed. His ! 
.active' intelligence was! the continual 
prompter of Senator Wheeler in the 

* Gxnroination of witnesses and the 
opening* 5 of new 44 lines,” the tracking ! 
of new 44 clues.” Out of some silly 

t P iet y to the dead, or a prejudiced esti- < 
mate of Mr. Means’s studies in crim- 
inology, there was a' disposition among 
too many to discredit his testimony; ! 

* bu t when his case came up in a Fed- 
eral court here, the lovers of fact and 
of Means looked forward to a vindica- , 

1 tion of both. He Repeated the testi- * 
f which so impressed the impar- , 

-tial minds of Mr. Wheeler and his 
associate John Marshalls. As our 
’ neighbor. The. World, said with a fine 

* fervor; ** . _ H * 

* This is no political* hearing, no 

* Packed investigation, by Senators, no 

* persecution of the aggrieved Datjgh- 
4 ertt. It Is a judicial proceeding, regu- 
' l * rl y conducted and presided over by a 
\ United States District Judge; Its pro- 
ceedings a record fbr the jury of all 

. the people. 

What must be the surprise and pain 
of the devotees of the Truth as it Is 
in Means to find a jury pt twelve 
| men disbelieving that Incomparable 
I witness, holding false the statement* 

! «> precious to the cold, exact and 
; scrupulous intelligence of the Brook- 
hart bench! It Is an ungracious task 
to comment upon proceedings In a 
court of justice, but surely the ad- 
mirers of Mr Means and Ms mathe- 
matical evidence will note with in- 
dignation that the case for the Gov- 
ernment ^ was in tho hands of Mr. 
Hiram C. Todd, Special Assistant At- 


torney General. Mr. Todd is the man 
who excited the wrath of Mr. Brook- 
hart and his fellow-justiciaries by 
denouncing their stainless paragon as 
a 44 crook ** and by refusing to pro- 
duce the* evidence laid against him 
J before the Grand Jury. Mr. Brook- 
hart said that Mr. Todd was 44 un- 

* fit 44 for his post and ought to be 

* removed. Mr. Wheeler accused Mr; 
Todd of trying to 44 prejudice the pub- 

‘ lie against 44 the prize witness. Mr. 4 
; Abhurst talked to the slanderer *of 
Gaston the Good like a Dutch uncle: * 

* You have announced here that Mr. 

: Means is a crook. You are his pros- 

> ecutor. You have condemned him in 
advance. You have Usurped the func- 
tions of the Jury. -Now, & gentleman, 
when he announces that another man 

! is a crook, especially when that gentle- 
man Is the prosecutor of that man,* 
when he sounds the doom of that man 
^ In advance, he Is always willing to 
give the evidence which caused Him 

> to 'say the man is guilty. 

* * Instead, the perverse Mr. Todd gave 

* the evidence to the jury, with what 
| melancholy, result we novf know. He 

must have done his best to 44 preju- 
dice 44 the petty jury as he had done 
his best to 44 prejudice 44 the jury of 
the public. Mr. Means’s counsel pro- 
tested in vain. He wanted Mr. Todd 
disqualified as 44 biased and unfair . 44 
Surel y, it Is the duty of the prosecutor, 

at least when the defendant Is a 
'l‘ known champion of verity, to assume 
■ jj that defendant's innocence. Mr. Todd 
even permitted himself, in the trial, 
Ito speak of Mr., Means as 44 a great 
? fictlonist .’ 4 So is the law. There is 
,*a feeling among our best Gastonians 
I that only a change of venue to Con- 
i ccrd, N. C., could give Mr. Means 
the full protection to which his in- 
nocence is entitled; yet Mr, Brook- 
hart 4 * is the proper court of cassation 
in this case. It must be able to in- 
vestigate this trial, as it investigated 
the indictment of Mr. Wheeler. It 
does not comport with the dignity of 
the Senate committee that the testl- 
. mony which it regarded as proofs of 

* Holy Writ should be held by a jury 
and a court, where the dull and narrow 
formalities of the law are,,obser»fca! ^ 
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Truly yours, 

/S/ Thos. C. Underwood 
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December 14, 1936. 


MEMORANDUM FOR ME. JOSEPH 

Re: ’’Elmer and His Wonderful Wallet” 
By Courtney Ryley Cooper 


Pursuant to the request of Mr. Tolson,. the writer has 
reviewed very carefully the manuscript submitted by Mr. Cooper 
setting forth the life activities of William Elmer Meade. 

In addition to the suggestions previously pointed out 
in the attached memoranda, the writer would like to advance the 
following observations: 

Ps£Css 1,2.3 

Relates the viaduct swindle which is attributed to the 
ingenuity of Meade . A search of the files fails to verify this 
data. On the other hand, Mr. Cooper in his letter states that 
this story was told to him although not as having been worked by 
Meade. _ 

Attention is directed to tile last paragraph on page 2 
wherein it is stated that $2500 was split between the District 
Attorney’s Office and the Police Department, and 5 % went to the 
cashier of a bank who two days before- had put through the farmer’s 
check and notified the con men. It is believed that possibly we 
mighty be subject to some comeback on this statement'. To circumvent 
this it is suggested that the time of the incident be related as 
having occurred 25 years ago, which would negative any present injury 
to any particular class of people. In this- connection: it is pointed 
out that Meade was arrested and given hours to leave Denver, Colorado, 
on July 9, 1912, as a Bunco suspect according to his criminal record. 

Page 3. line 9 

_ ' This series of boasts attributed to Meade, while not 
definitely verified by our files, nevertheless is not believed 
objectionable as we can prove his convictions in part plaved in 
various con games. 



Memo 'for Mr. Joseph. 


- 2 - 


December 14, 1936. 


Page A. Paragraph 1. Line 8 

It is stated that "the amazing knowledge that there are 
at least three thousand" con men in this country. In all probability 
this is true although we have only a little over five hundred con 
men cataloged in our Single Fingerprint Section. In all probability, 
however, we probably have in excess of three thousand con men in 
the fingerprint files. 

Page A. Paragraph 2 

Again reference is made to the viaduct episode which we 
cannot verify in our files, and which* is directly attributed to 
having been pulled by Meade. 

Page A. Paragraph 3 

The bare statement is made that foot racing was against 
the law in many places, which it is believed should be qualified to 
show that it was’ against .the law to bet on foot racing. 

Pages 5 and 6 

The files fail to verify the foot racing schemes set out 
on these pages. Although a brief paragraph appears in, the book 
entitled. "Fighting the Underworld," by Philip S. Van Gise, on 
foot racing as a means of a con game, nobody is directly implicated 
with its perpetration in Van Gise's book. 

Page 7. Paragraph 1 

The files fail to verify the incident of the Judgment Day 
swindle. However, because of the manner in which it is worded it 
is not believed to be objectionable. Mr. Cooper notes on the ’margin 
of the manuscript that this tale was told him by Bill Bliss, 
formerly chief investigator of the District Attorney’s office, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Page 3. Paragraph 2. Line 9 

"15" should be changed to "14" since Mead’s statement 
reflects that this v/as his age when he ran away from his foster 
parents. < 

Page 10. Line 8 

The files fail to verify the alias "The Deacon" nor the 
alias "The Professor" appearing in line 11, although the use of ' 

these aliases do not appear objectionable. 

Page 11. Paragraph 1 

According to "Fighting the Underworld" (page 32) Mead was 
sentenced to San Quentin for robbing a passenger on a Santa Fe train. 

In Line 5, it is suggested that the word "Sheriff’s" be 
changed to "officer’s" as the file fails to reflect that Mead was 
in the custody of a sheriff at the time of his escape, and further, 
it is believed desirable to make these statements as general as possible. 
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Page 11. Line 8 

"Nearly” should be changed to "over” since Mead entered San 
Quentin 9/24/96 and was discharged 1/24/99. 

Page 12. Paragraph 1 

There is nothing in the Bureau’s files to verify the 
incidents in horsebuying, although Mr. Cooper notes in the margin 
of the manuscript that this story was told him by Lou Blonger. 

Page 12. Paragraph 2. Line 1 

It might be advisable to delete the word "Denver” since 
if no particular locality were named it would be less likely for- 
anyone to question the story. It is also suggested that the last 
line in paragraph 2 be deleted since it adds nothing to the story 
an$l is a rather broad statement which is not exactly correct, and 
furthermore, the enmity of a special class of persons might be 
incurred. 


Page 13. Paragraph 1 

Our . files . fail to verify the incident set forth herein 
dealing with the President having money printed. 

r 

Page 14. 5th line c f rom bottom 

►» It is suggested that the words "to Denver" be deleted for 

reasons set out above. • 

Page 15. Paragraph 2. Line 13 

The statement is made that "it is estimated that Mead 
obtained at least two million dollars by the use of his Wonderful Wallet 
it is not believed that this statement can be verified from the files. 

As a matter of fact we can only definitely establish the sum of 
$249,860 as the exact take from "smokers" by Mead in cases in which 
the Bureau has details. It is believed that possible It might be 
wise to delete the words "of law enforcement officials" on pages 15 
and 16. This could be done without hurting the story and while true, 
nevertheless, the same thought would be conveyed through the words 
"of bribed-protection. " 

Page 16. Paragraph 1 

Mead when interviewed specifically referred to the towns of 
Denver, Jacksonville, and Chicago, as places where he operated with 
police protection. Therefore, it is suggested that this paragraph be 
revised and attributed to Mead rather than the Director. 

It is also suggested that Hot Springs and Miami be deleted 
because of pending investigations. It is likewise believed advisable 
to delete the towns of Los Angeles, St. Augustine, Kansas City, and 
San Francisco. Although the qualification "in other days" applies to 
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the whole statement, nevertheless, it is believed advisable to 
be conservative. 

Page 16. Paragraph 2 thru Page 18 

Refers to the fleecing of .Albert Backus which cannot be 
verified by the Bureau’s files. According to the book ”Fighting 
the Underworld,” Backus lost §8500 instead of §8000. 

Page 19. Paragraph 2 to Page 20. Paragraph 2 

Refers to the exploits of Mead and the engineer which 
cannot be verified by the Bureau files. 

Page 21 

The material set out in ‘.the first half of this page cannot 
be verified in our files. 

Page 21. Paragraph 2 

This material cannot be verified in the Bureau files. On 
the otherhand. Van Cise inhis book does not disclose the identities 
of the individual who fleeced Reverend Menaugh, although he accused 
Lou Blonger of the swindle. 

It is believed that the suggestions contained in a letter 
dated December 7, 1936,, addressed to Mr. Cooper, of the feasibility 
of making the material on pages 21, 22 and 23, more general is indeed 
a good one. 

Page 22. Paragraph 2 . 

The shooting scene set out herein is not verified by the 
Bureau files although it is so general that it is not deemed 
objectionable. Further, Mr. Cooper notes on the margin that he 
secured this material from the Chicago Daily News. 

Page 22, last line 

It is suggested that the last line be revised to be 
consistent with Bureau letter to Mr. Cooper dated December 7, 1936, 
referrin g to page 19 of the manuscript. 

Page 23. Paragraph 1 

The files do not verify the material set out herein, although 
Mr. Cooper notes it appeared in the Chicago Daily News in 1922. 

Page 23. Paragraph 2 

The material regarding the new District Attorney in Denver, 
and the raid, incarcerating the eon men in a church, is set out in 
the book ’’Fighting the Underworld, " (pages 174-209). 
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Page 24 -(Insert after first paragraph) 

T/Jhile- the files , do not verify this material, it is sub- 
stantiated by the book "Fighting the Underworld," together with 
the material, set out on page 2 of the insert. 

Page 2A. Paragraph 1. Line A 

Files do not verify the fact that. Mead worked in Texas, 
although this does not seem particularly objectionable-. , 

Page 24. Paragraph 2 

The statement is made that "the crooked lawyer got $10,000 
of Elmer’s silly-gotten savings." The files fail to verify this 
statement, however. Mead put’ up a $10,000 bond which is probably 
whnt Mr. Cooper had in mind. 

Page 25, Paragraph 4. Line 2 

Dr. Loesser states he was to receive $1000 and was paid 
$500, while Mead in a statement claimed he was to pay $2000 and 
actually paid $200. No change is recommended in this connection, 
however. 


Page 26, Paragraph 2. Line 1 

It is pointed out that possibly this statement might not 
be correct because it is not believed that Mead’s investigation 
is any more intensive than hundreds of others. This observation 
is made particularly in view of the fact that the statement appears 
elsewhere that we were not seeking Mead because of any crime he had 
committed over which we had jurisdiction. It is true we wanted him 
for questioning and wanted him after his fingerprints were found to 
have been mutilated. 

* 

Observation is also made in this connection that probably 
it would be advisable to say "more than 2000 reports" deleting the 
word "separate." 

In this same paragraph, it is also suggested that you might 
desire to have the words "rolled from the clattering presses in the 
Bureau 1 s printing offices" deleted or revised to avoid any possibility 
of criticism. 

Page 26, Paragraph 3 

While the explanation of Mead’s apprehension as set out 
herein is not exactly correct, nevertheless, it is not deemed 
objectionable as it offers a possible explanation as to the manner 
in which he was apprehended. 
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It is also desired to point out that • in only one instance 
do the files reflect that Mead used a wallet as a means of per- 
petrating this con scheme. 

This story is believed by the writer to be by far the 
best that Mr. Cooper has to date produced and is indeed thrilling 
reading. However, it is believed that it might be well to be a little 
more conservative in matters of this type to avoid the possibility of 
criticisms or alienating the goodwill of law enforcement agencies 
which might well misconstrue the statements, being perfectly honest 
themselves. 

Observation is also made that in future stories it might 
be well to more or less limit the material to that contained in the 
Bureau files. There is no question but what we would be pretty 
hard put if we were to offer proof of some of the statements set 
out in the attached manuscript, although most of the material is 
oovered in Van Cise's book "Fighting the Underworld," as indicated 
herein. 

Respectfully, 


L. B. NICHOLS 
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Courtney %ley Copper 
. - 433 Sprth Lakeview’ Drive, 

Sebring, Florida, . 

Dear Ryleys-.' ; % 


December 21, 1936." 


jttttBiHSWiiliw ! 1 

' .R Y<wsm«*I 


•' •. / ■; .Ifartber ref erence is mads to . the article entitled **Ilmer And His ?•••/ y 

Wonderful. Wallet,** and io ny letter to you dated December 7, 1936, which was 
' forwarded to you in care of Sr, Verne Porter nfc the Mgohquin Club inlfew lork > 
.City* -• ■' v ' , *.y ■' . • /> , ’ .vf. .* 

V.. - In oobnection with your revision of this^artiole In line with the 

suggestions made in. my previous, eorotaunication, there are .a few other phases 
of the prepared Article, which it is felt should receive your attention, 

" On pages one,. "two, and three of the art! cle^ reference ,.is made to /• 1”. 

* ' • the viaduct dwindle in a western city about twehty~five years ago, '. It. is felt. . 

that it might be desirable to reiterate the statement that this occurred twenty- .. 
five years -ago at the end of page two of the draft of the article referring to 
. the division of the money .secured by the swindle, in order to clearly indicate’ 

'*V to the reader that the situation portrayed is one: which occurred many years ago*. 

, . . Ihe same, time reference' Pight be made on page , four In paragraph two .. ,/ 

' in which the. viaduct episode: is Preferred. to again. V •'y'-yY/Y : y. 

; J • ' On page four, paragraph three, a statement is made to the effect that : 

-^foot racing Was against, the law, in' aany places, JEt ’•might be well to qualify 


isi. Hafem— -this statement to indicate that wagering on foot racing was unlawful, 

. • On page eight, paragraph two, line nine, it is stated that n Mead tired 

*Bx. ; ^gs-~~of''that. when he wpS 15% tt * ,.$he file reflects that Mead was li- when he' ran away 
iar A cote?y --~£ror| his foster parents# r, v ; >'* Y yV •- y .X*. : y ; *: 

'3*3&fc 1 On page eleven, paragraph one, line five, ; it is suggested that the word 

^.F^oka-n^h^riif *.$** be changed, to read * t offiCer f s, M ; :■ •f." < ' * . . y- y, * 

j&Zr* Ol&vfc? - — • 1 ^ ^ , ( l * : * “* r \ . , - * * ^ 

j. Qn page eleven, line eight, it is stated "^ElmOr served nearly two •'«' 
' * to read «#**E 2 iier served a little more than two 
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Sir. 
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y j?;:,-,; =' f . 


[. Mr. — -r- y 

'{ ‘'Me* Qo|nn > .„. * 
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f ogerateff fiToyc 


On oage twolveV paragraph thero is referepoo to tpe fact that 


i w mm — •JT 5 ‘X5x3^^ r ? , ”l~ T -r ^ ' a '■ ~ ~ _ ■ - 

(i th g- ibame incident on pages, thirteen and fourteen* It Is b.elieved that in might 

if Trass’ |T ' Y.‘ -ft. ?j, *' / " - I ’■ . . *, , ' ’ Y . ' . Y 


R^erence is also made to Denver in-connection with 


| SXr-.Teasy* 

[ ipss Goadyl* 
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he desirable hot to designate any p&rtictd.ar- ideality in- Connection with . 
this incident. Further,, it is/ believia that the sentence oh pagd twelW • ■- 
as follows: , "It- is . always necessary in a confidence game to have a# ,a . . 
•Confederate . 'jab obliging bariher” 1 Mght ,$eil be eliminated ine|&u6h.<a& 1 it .. 
night result in. ehcdties toward the Bureauy. . .. . . 

v; ., ifhe; iaht sentence on 'page ‘fifteen* which endhon page -sixteen'*, 
might be Changed by the elimination of the words Fof law enforcenSd't officials.” 

Oh page, sixteen, it is felt that the nahihg of nertaih cities. 'as- . ,, 

being Centers where; mht^cipal corruption , hah Existed' ip {the Jjaut night hell 
he attributed' -to-- Itead rather! than to the authors of ; thevar^ciev ' ;‘. 

- ' : - With ref erenee/tb .page# thfehty^fQ'ur* p'ara^a'ph^two* .it is ■ 

that the. phrase ”the cro.ol^d lahyoh got $10*000' of Fi&er^S silly-^dtteh 1 . ' 

, Savings”' ifdght; be changed a a the' files do notyerifythis statement although 
it is. trne that Mead put; up a, '^10^.000' bdhd' in connection with the incident . 

.in dhes.iidh^ , .f'**/’* - . • ' _ v; " ' .. . 

- flu bage thehty~8ixy. it ils "•s ugg ested; that the first . sentence of , • 

’the second paragraph be changed to s 

'phe but not'ih’ in^.eate^ that it v? Q s one , of the most int^8i.Vh.;.e£j^t • dOjMtaoted’ / 
by the Burean. ; ■ Fhrther, it is felt -‘that; a - change 8hbul&’ be. madfs in the refer- 
ence to the. printing- offideS> of the Bureau by ; indi;cating' : that ■ id'entificatiah •* 
OrderswerfeprepareS' byduplicatingprocesaesin the Bureau,.' i , '/ ' ; , ’’ 

It. an. sure -you. will appreciate - the reasons for the foregoing sugges- . 
tions*. I' hahted you to* haVe thehvin .connection with thh revision , of {pertain 


ter to 


pns of the story 'which you doubtless : are making as the result of my ‘let- 

ip -you ■ V 


' .f Will appreciate- it if you. will forward a. copy of hhe ; revised . 


•: • 7 - 


With kindest regards, I- am-' 
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Attention ^ 

wherein it is state p ol i ce . Department, and 5 % went to the 

> Attorney’s office and t e . f had put through the farmer s 

cashier of . that possibly we 


■ cashier of a hank who two days her ore “XreTthS possibly we 
v check and notified the ®his statement. To circumvent 

’ might be subject to some uomebackont incident he related as . 
this it is suggested that the tune ° nefiS tive any present injury 

having occurred 25 yearsago,w ^ thig connection it is ported 
to any particular dassofpeop .1 leave Denver, Colorado, 

out that Mead was arrested “ to his criminal record, 

on July 9, 1912* aa a Bunco suspeCt accorain§ 

Page 3. lip®. -2 Q ++•»•■! huted to Mead , while not 

This series of boasts attnbutea to « ’ believed 

^Sbirtf :t SnTro^S; convictions in partsplayed in 

various con games.. • ■ ~~' 
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Page 4. Paragraph 1. Line 8 

II is stated .that "the amazing knowledge that there are 
at least three thousand" con men in this country. In all probability 
this is true although we have only a little over five hundred con 
men cataloged in our Single Fingerprint Section. In all probability, 
however, we probably have in excess of three thousand con men in 
the fingerprint files. 


Page 4. Paragraph 2 

Again reference is made to the viaduct episode which we 
i/ cannot verify in our files, and which is directly attributed to 
having been pulled by Mead... 


Page 4. Paragraph 3 

The bare statement is made that foot racing was against 
y / the law in many places, which it is believed should be qualified to 
show that it was against the law to bet on foot racing. 

Pages 5 and 6. 

The files fail to verify the foot racing schemes set out 
on these pages. Although a brief paragraph appears in the book 
entitled "Fighting the Underworld," by Philip S. Van Gise, on 
foot racing as a means of a con game, nobody is directly implicated 
with its perpetration in Van Oise’s book. 

Page 7. Paragraph 1 

The files fail to verify the incident of the Judgment Day 
swindle. However, because of the manner in which it is worded it 
is not believed to be objectionable. Mr. Cooper notes on the margin 
of the manuscript that this tale was told him by Bill Bliss, 
formerly chief investigator of the District Attorney’s office, Denver, 
Colorado . 


Page 8. Paragraph 2. Line 9 

"15" should be changed to "14" since Mead ’ h statement 
reflects that this was his age when he ran away from his foster 
parents . 

, Page 10. Line 8 

The files fail to verify the alias "The Deacon" nor the 
alias "The Professor" appearing in line 11, although the use of 
these aliases do not appear objectionable. 

Page 11. Paragraph 1 

According to "Fighting the Underworld" (page 32) Mead was 
sentenced to San Quentin for robbing a passenger on a Santa Fe train. 

. In Line 5, it is suggested that the word "sheriff’s" be 

^ changed to "officer’s" as the file fails to reflect that Mead was 
in the custody of a sheriff at the time of his escape, and further, 
it is believed desirable to make thess statements as general as possible. 


ft 
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Page 11. Line 8 

"Nearly" should be changed to "over" since Mead entered S an 
Quentin 9/24/96 and was discharged 1/24/99. 


Page 12. Paragraph 1 

There is nothing 'in the Bureau’s files to verify the 
incidents in horsebuying, although Mr. Cooper notes in the margin 
of the manuscript that this story wan told him by Lou Blonger. 



Page 12, Paragraph 2, Line 1 

It might be advisable to delete the word "Denver" since 
if no particular locality were named it would be less likely for 
anyone to question the story. It is also suggested that the last 
line in paragraphs be deleted since it adds nothing to the story 
and is a rather broad statement which is not exactly correct, and 
furthermore, the enmity of a special class of persons might be 
incurred. 


Page 13. Paragraph 1 

Our files fail to verify the incident, set forth herein 
dealing with the President having money printed. 


Page 14. 5th line from bottom 

It is suggested that the words "to Denver" be deleted for 
reasons set out above. 


Page 15. Paragraph 2, Line 13 

The statement is made that "it is estimated that Mead 
obtained at least two million dollars by the use of his Wonderful Wallet." 
it is not believed that this statement can be verified from the files. 

As a matter of fact we can only definitely establish the sum of 
$249 , 860 as the exact take from "suckers" by Mead in cases in which 
the Bureau has details. It is believed that possibly it might be 
wise to delete the words "of law enforcement officials" on pages 15 
and 16. This could be done without hurting the story and while true, 
nevertheless, the same thought would be conveyed through the words 
"of bribed protection." 


Page 16, Paragraph 1 

Mead when interviewed specifically referred to the towns of 
Denver, Jacksonville, and Chicago, as places where he operated with 
police protection. Therefore, it is suggested that this paragraph be 
revised and attributed to Mead rather than the Director. 


It is also suggested that Hot Springs and Miami be deleted 
because of pending investigations. -It is likewise believed advisable 
to delete the towns of Los Angeles, St. Augustine, Kansas City, and 

San Francisco. Although the qualification "in other days" applies to 
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the whole statement, nevertheless, it is believed advisable to 
be conservative. 

Page 16. Paragraph 2 thru Page 18 

Refers to the fleecing of Albert Backus which cannot be 
verified by the Bureau’s files. According to the book ’’Fighting 
the Underworld,” Backus lost $8500 instead of $8000. 

• 

Page 19. Paragraph 2 to Page 20. Paragraph 2 

Refers to the exploits of Mead and the engineer which 
cannot be' verified' by the Bureau files . 

Page 21 

The material set out in the first half of this page cannot 
be verified in our files. 

Page 21, Paragraph 2 

This material cannot be verified in the Bureau files. On 
the otherhand, Van Cise in his book does not disclose the identities 
of the individual who fleeced Reverend Menaugh, although he accused 
Lou Blonger of the swindle. 

It is believed that the suggestions contained in a letter 
dated December 7, 1936, addressed to Mr. Cooper, of the feasibility 
of making the material on pages 21,22, and 23, more general is indeed 
a good one. 

Page 22, Paragraph 2 

The shooting scene set out herein is not verified by the 
Bureau files although it is so general that it is not deemed 
.objectionable. Further, Mr. Cooper notes on the margin that he 
secured this material from the Chicago Daily News . 

Page 22. last line 

It is suggested that the last line be revised to be 
consistent with Bureau letter to fir. Cooper dated December 7, 1936, 
referring to page 19 of the manuscript. 

Page 23, Paragraph 1 

The files do not verify the material set out herein, although 
Mr. Cooper notes it appeared in the Chicago Daily News in 1922. 

Page 23. Paragraph 2 

The material regarding the new District Attorney in Denver, 
and the raid, incarcerating the con men in a church, is set out in 
the book "Fighting the Underworld, " (pages 174-209) . 
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Page 24 -(Insert after first •paragraph) 

While the files do not verify this material, it is sub- 
stantiated by the book, "Fighting the Underworld," together with 
the material set out on page 2 of the insert. 

Page 24. Paragraph 1. Line 4 

Files do not verify the fact that Mead worked in Texas, 
although this does not seem particularly objectionable. 

Page 24. Paragraph 2 

, The statement is made that "the crooked lawyer got $10,000 
'of Elmer's silly-gotten savings." The files fail to verify this 
statement, however. Mead put up a $10,000 bond which is probably 
what Mr. Cooper had in mind. 

Page 25. Paragraph 4. Line 2 

Dr. Loesser states he was to receive $1000 and was paid 
$500, while Mead in a statement claimed he was to pay $2000 and 
actually paid $200. No change is recommended in this connection, 
however. 


Page 26, Paragraph 2, Line 1 

It is pointed out that possibly this statement might not 
be correct because it is not believed that Mead's investigation 
vtes any more intensive than hundreds of others . This observation 
is made particularly in view of the fact that the statement appears 
elsewhere that we were not seeking Mead because of any crime he had 
committed over which we had jurisdiction. It is true we wanted him 
for questioning and wanted him after his fingerprints were found to 
have been mutilated. 


Observation is also made in this connection that probably 
it would be advisable to say "more than 2000 reports" deleting the 
word "separate." 

/ In this same paragraph, it is also suggested that you might 

desire to have the words "rolled from the clattering presses in the 
Bureau's printing offices" deleted or revised to avoid any possibility 
of criticism. 

Page 26, Paragraph 3 

While the explanation of Mead's apprehension as set out 
herein is not exactly correct, nevertheless, it is not deemed 
objectionable as it offers a possible explanation as to the manner 
in which he was apprehended. 
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It is also desired to point out that in cnly one instance 
do the files reflect that Mead used a wallet as a means of 
perpetrating this con scheme. 

This story is believed by the writer to be by far the best 
that Mr. Copper has to date produced and is indeed thrilling reading. 
However, it is believed that it might be well to be a little more 
conservative in matters of this type to avoid the possibility of 
criticisms or alienating the goodwill of lav; enforcement agencies 
which might well misconstrue the statements, being perfectly honest 
themselves . 

Observation is also made that in future stories it might 
be well to more or less limit the material to that contained in the 
Bureau files. There is no question but what we would be pretty 
hard put if we were to offer proof of some of the statements set 
out in the attached manuscript, although most of the material is. 
covered in Van Cise’s book ‘'Fighting' the Underworld," as indicated herein/ 

Respectfully, 

L. B. NICHOLS 
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SEBRING FLO 30 

CLYDE T0LS0N, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF INVESTIGATION UNITED STATES DEPT- OF JUSTICE 

* f X 

DEAR CLYDE HAVE JUST RECEIVED WORD FROM EDGAR^WH'EELER 

(^AMERICAN MAGAZINE THAT ALL CHANGES SUGGESTED IN RECENT 

LETTER HAVE BEEN MADE STOP AM FORWARDING YOUR COPY FROM HERE 

STOP MAGAZINE GOES TO PRESS TONIGHT THURSDAY SO IF THERE IS 

ANYTHING ELSE WILL YOU PLEASE TELEPHONE HIM PERSONALLY AT 

ELDORADO FIVE FIVE TWO HUNDRED NEWYORK BEST WISHES TO YOU 

AND EDGAR FOR A PERFECTLY SWELL NEW- YEAR 

COURTNEY RYLEY^COOPER. . BBCORDBp 

’ * & 

626 AM MDUXED 
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JAN 5 1937P.M. 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 



Dear Clyde: 

Here is the revised mss, together with 
E^Wheeler’s letter* I wired you about this* 

Samaze^er 
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The American Magazine 


*'* THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY 

2^o Park Avenue 
New York 

Editorial Rooms 



December 28, 1936. 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
Set ring, Florida 

Dear Coop; 

Here is the copy of "The Man -with the Magic 'Wallet" 
showing all corrections and revisions up to date. As you 
said, some of the points listed by Mr. Hoover in his second 
page of requested changes had already been made either by 
you or in the cutting and editing. I have checked on Hoover* s 
list the additional corrections which have been made on the 
copy. You will notice that only one of his requests has not 
been complied with — that of repeating the fact that the 
viaduct swindle happened twenty-five years ago. The display 
pages containing this incident had already been plated in 
Springfield and since the point was made very clear at the 
outset of the article it did not seem important enough to 
justify replating the pages. 

I hope we are all set on the piece now. Much 
obliged and Happy Hew Year. 

Sincerely yours, 

tK 

< 


P. S. We have very little time to make any further corrections 
on this, only until Thursday night to he exact, so please rush 
it through as fast as you can. ^ 
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EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 




literal ©urcait of HhtttEsJigatum 
Knitefc States 3ppai*tius«t of $uatue 


llasljutgtxm, 3. ffl. 

December 21, 1936. 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

433 North Lake view Drive, 

Sebring, Florida. 

Dear Ryley: - 

Further reference is made to the article entitled^'ELmer And His 
Wonderful Wallet, " and to my letter to you dated December 7, 1936, which was 
forwarded to you in care of Mr. Verne Porter at the Algonquin Club, in New York 
City. ' 



' A * 


r 


In connection with your revision of this article in line with the 
, suggestions made in my previous communication, there are a few other phases 
of the prepared article which it is felt should receive your attention. 

, On pages one, two, and three of the article, reference is made to 

the viaduct swindle in a western city about twenty-five years ago. It is felt 
«■ that it might be desirable to reiterate the statement that this occurred twenty- 
five years ago at the end of page two of the draft of the article referring to 
the division of the money secured by the swindle, in order to clearly indicate 
to the reader that the situation portrayed is one which occurred many years ago. 


The same time reference might be made on page four in paragraph two 
in which the viaduct episode is referred to again. 



On page four, paragraph three, a statement is made to the effect that 
foot racing was against the law in many places. It might be well to qualify 
this statement to indicate that wagering on foot racing was unlawful. 



On page eight, paragraph two, -line nine, it is stated that -"Mead tired 
of that when he was 15." The file reflects that Mead was 14 when he ran- sway 
from his foster . parents. 


On page eleven, paragraph one, line five, it is suggested that the word 
^ •^"sheriff’s" be changed to read "officer’s." 

On page eleven, line eight, it is stated "*K*Elmer served nearly two 
years" which should be changed to read "-JHBS-Elmer served a little more than two 
V years. " 



On page twelve, paragraph two, there is reference to the fact that 
Mead operated from Denver. Reference is also made to Denver in connection with 
the same incident on pages thirteen and fourteen. It is believed that it might 
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be desirable not to designate any particular locality in connection with 
this incident. Further, it is believed that the sentence on page twelve 
as follows: "It is always necessary in a confidence game to have as a 

confederate an obliging banker" might well be eliminated inasmuch as it 
might result in enmities toward the Bureau. 



The last sentence on page fifteen, which ends on page sixteen, 
might be changed by the elimination of the words "of law enforcement officials. 

On page sixteen, it is felt that the naming of certain cities as 
ejfng centers where municipal corruption has existed in the past might well 
b# attributed to Mead rather than to the authors of the -article. 






With reference to page twenty-four, paragraph two, it is felt 

f hat the phrase "the crooked lawyer got $10,000Cpf Elmer 1 s silly-gotten 

avings’J/ might be changed as the files do not verify this statement although 
-t is true that Mead put up a $10,000 bond in connection with the incident 
question, 

On page twenty-six, it is suggested - that the first sentence of 
the second paragraph be changed to indicate that the chase was an intensive 
one but not to indicate that it was one of the most intensive ever conducted 
'"by the Bureau. Further, it is felt that a change should be made in the refer- 
ence to the printing offings of the Bureau by indicating that Identification 
Orders were prepared by duplicating prnopRRq s in the Bureau. 

I am sure you will appreciate the reasons for the foregoing sugges- 
tions. I wanted you to have them in connection with the revision of certain 
portions of the story which you doubtless are making as the result of mgr let- 
ter to you dated December 7th. 

I will appreciate it if you will forward a copy of the revised 
article to me when it is completed. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 


h 






AIR MAIL 


JOHN ED GAfi— HOOVER 
i- DIRECTOR 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOH 
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rXi 1 . Qs^zm. . 
k Ir. ^ eijMcr.,..., 
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Mr« Pieper has reviewed Mr* Courtney Ryley Cooper 1 s!j rj , :j 
article VjMad e-To-Qrder Bad Man,” and the following points are jj 
brought fro your attention: | 

Pages 3-4 

The article portrays Barrett having been 
shot by both Special Agents. The files disclose 
that Barrett was shot two times by Agent Klein. 

Page 5 - Paragraph 2 

The statement is made that Barrett returned 
to his home district and became an active member of 
the Shadowy Gian. This statement taken in view , 
of the other references made to Barrett's clan . 
and family connections might be construed as 
libelous. w. 



RECORDED & H'lD&DLBD 
Page 6 - Paragraph 2 

The statement is madej 
charge from the Army. This 
it might be misunderstood byj 


Page 8 


The incident of the t avmbr okei; / 
cannot be verified in our fi 
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Page 9 - Paragraph 2 

The statement that a certain law enforcement 
officer was greatly surprised when Barrett was dis- 
covered to be a lifetime criminal is incorrect. 

It is believed that Mr. Cooper has reference to a 
law enforcement officer who had purchased a ring from 
f Barrett at the price of four hundred dollars, but this 

tj* yy / officer subsequently had to give it up to persons who 

® v/A proved that it had been stolen from them so he 

certainly could not have been surprised to learn that 
/Barrett was a criminal., J' j 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED /. 

p.t/4 ** ' DATE-ajjLliLLBYM^ ' 
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Page 13 

The files do not verify the fact that 
Barrett’s sister died six weeks later than his 
alleged attack upon her at the time his mother 
was killed by him. The file indicates that he 
did kill his sister in one place, although it is 
pointed out it was done by shooting rather than 
clubbing, as Mr. Cooper states, but there are 
statements of persons who were interviewed who 
continually mentioned the fact that Barrett had 
killed his mother, yet 1 who make no mention to the 
fact that his sister was either assaulted or 
killed at the same time. 


Page 15 - Paragraph 2 

"fifteen hundred dollars" should be corrected 
to read "seventeen hundred dollars." 



Page 15 - Paragraph 4 

The fact that a negro was going to talk about 
the arson ring and was subsequently killed is not 
verified by the files.' 



Page 17 

Mr. Cooper’s version of "the battle at the 
Courthouse," cannot be verified, our files reflecting 
5^ that only two persons were killed, namely, Baker and 
/ one John D. Barrett, a brother of Barrett’s, no mention 
^ being made that another brother of Barrett’s was 
wounded or that Barrett hid behind an automobile. 




Page 19 

The files do not reflect proof that Barrett did 
steal the serial number plate from the hot car after 
he had sold it to a dealer, and then substitute this 
plate on still another stolen car which is mentioned 
in the first paragraph. 







Memo for Mir. Tolson 


-3- 


January 14, 1937. 


Page 25 

The last portion of this article is 
undoubtedly a literary version of Barrett's 
hanging, .although the files merely state that 
he was hanged, having been carried to the gallows. 


Respectfully, 



VI Pyd — 

L Joseph 


R. El 




Ub/I N^EDGAR iHOOVEI? 


DIRECTOR 




/• 


3teiirral ^Bureau nf JnuBatfgattnit 
Hmtein States department nf Hustler 
ltlasl|tngtatt, d- <£. 

RCS*VTL January 12, 1937. 



imroRATiroiJM for mr. tamm 



I have reviewed the manuscript prepared by Mr. Courtney 
Ryley Cooper entitled "Made-To-Order Bad Man 11 , and make the follow- 
ing comments concerning the same: 


On page 4, third paragraph, Mr* Gooper makes the follow- 
ing statement: "He had been bom in a cabin in the Kentucky 

mountains not far from a district notorious for its disrespect for 
law." This statement refers to a particular district and might be 
objectionable as reflecting unfavorably on the people of that 
district. 


On page 5, first paragraph, Mr. Cooper states, "Barrett 
had tired of home life early and had sought adventure by Army 
enlistments, after two of which he had returned to his home district 
and become an active member of the shadowy clan which dealt in the 
dis tilling and selling of moonshine whisky" . Barrett first enlisted 
in the A r my on April 23, 1906 and served only one year, after which 
he purchased his discharge and then returned to his father* s farm. 

He thereafter reenlisted in the United States A r my on August 2, 1908, 
and on this occasion completed his full three year enlistment. 

On page 5, second paragraph, Mr. Cooper sets forth certain 
statements which Barrett is supposed to have made to a Revenue 
Officer at the time he was arrested for bootlegging. Hhile Barrett 
'was arrested by a Revenue Officer after he had been wounded by the 
Officer, the conversations related on page 5 cannot be verified by 
the files. 



mi 


On page 6, fourth paragraph, Mr. Cooper states that Barrett 
bragged that he had five or six men buried in the hills, and on page 
7 Mr. Cooper refers to the fact that this statement is justified 
only by the statements of George Barrett. In- the reported statements 
of Barrett as contained in the files, there is no reference to any 
statement made by Barrett that he had ,f ive or six men buried in the 

llills * recorded 

On page 13, second paragraph,' ''Mr., 

This time the bad man did not shoot. 




later" • 


k 


irf. 



Memorandum for Mr. Tamm - 2 - January 12 , 1937. 


The brother of George Barrett stated that Barrett did 
beat his sister at the time that Barrett shot his mother, but 
that his sister is supposed to have died six weeks later from 
pneumonia. No verification has been secured that George Barrett’s 
sister died as a result of the blows administered to her by George 
Barrett. 

' v ' 

On page 15, second paragraph, Mr. Cooper quotes Barrett 
as stating, "Cost me fifteen hundred dollars to bribe two of my 
relatives so they wouldn’t tell the truth on the witness stand". 

The information contained in the file is to the effect that the 
price Barrett claimed he paid was $1,700. 

i 

Page 15, second, third, fourth and fifth paragraphs,- refers 
to a negro being arrested on an arson charge, and who was slain 
because he knew too much. This incident is not contained in the 
Bureau files, although the incident subsequently related on page 16 
of the manuscript regarding the murder of a Judge is related in the 
files of ihis case, the murder being the result of feudist warfare. 

On page 19, first paragraph, Mr. Cooper relates that 
Barrett sometimes would use a method of double theft, stealing the 
serial number plate from the "hot" car after he had sold it to a 
dealer and then substituting this plate on still another stolen 
car which he sold elsewhere. The system employed by Barrett was 
not one of substituting serial plates . - Barrett would buy a car, 
secure a legitimate bill of sale and thereafter steal a car of a like 
model and change the motor number on the stolen car to correspond 
with the bill of sale legitimately secured. 

On page 21, third paragraph, the statement is made by Mr. 
Cooper that "They checked his record at the Identification Unit of 
the Bureau in Washington and found it a criminal one". Although 
Barrett had a record of prior arrests which he admitted, there was 
no record of Barrett in the Identification Division of the Bureau 
until after his -arrest on August 16, 1935? iu connection with the 
murder of Special Agent Klein. 

Respectfully, 

R. C. Suran. 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


• A/* 


QAC. 


D e ar Clyde : \ 

I shall call you about this\from Baltimore 
and may get a chance to run over to Washingwn.- 





January IS, 1937 
.MEMORANDUM FOk tHE DIRECTOR. 


117454 


K 


Mr. Courtney %ley hooper telephoned me from New XorkiLty this after- 
> Nnoon -stating that he thought he had received certain inf or cat ion which would 
\bf of interest. He states that Mr. Moran, former Chief <n£/the Secret Service, 

"is in New York trying to "peddle” stories concerning thefSe cret Serv ice and that 
he has been hopeful of interesting someone to the . extenn of "paying him $25,000 
for a series of articles. 

Mr. Moran has talked with Mr. bumne^^lossom bf the American Magazine 
and during the conversation^ Mr. Blossom was advised by Mr. Moran that he, 

Mr. Moran, feels that Mr. Hoover and the FBI have done excellent work in the 
crime situation and. that while he and Mr-. Hoover may differ on cert ain ideas 
since he belongs to the old school and Mr. Hoover to the new school of thought 
pertaining to publicity, he will not,' under any circumstances write anything 
, ..derogatory to Mr.' Hoover or the Bureau. ' * 

i . ' | 

y Mr. Blossom mentioned to Mr. Moran the report that Secret Service opera- 

\ f tives some mohghs ago were checking on the activities of the Bureau. Mr. Moran 
/ ~ ^iated he had nothing whatever to do with this matter and knew nothing about it 1 
-jgj^'^mtil it appeared in the ^gwspapers. Mr. Moran told Mr. Blossom that Secretary • 
w ^M orgenthau called for ^^^>j^y^.^Assis^ tant to Ilk. Moran, stating he desired to see^ 
'-t '.him on^a private mission and Mr.. Moran did not know what instructions Secretary ^ 
\ - Morgenthau gave to Mirphy. ’ • i 

X - ■ ' ■ •:* - -> ■ ■ - 

It was also intimated that MryqicReynolds of the Treasury Department was %<* 
in on the conference. Mr. Moran stated when "the story appeared in the. newspapers, 
he went to Secretary Morgenthau and complained about it, whereupon Morgenthau g 
told Moran that he certainly must know the entire story- because his. Assistant, q 
M r. Murphy, was handling the patter for the Treasury Secretary, and., therefore, a 
he assumed Mr. Moran knew about .it. Mr. Moran indicated . that at that time he d 
threatened to tell the newspapers about this so-called' "deal" but that instead, ^ 

, he left the service on a vacation trip and would, have noting whatever to do with < 
the matter. \ , - e ‘ 

. Mr. Moran also told Blossom that the Secret Service had never had any 0 

difficulties with the Federal Bureau of Investigation similar to the troubles 
»,'■ that have been had with the Post Office Department and he expressed himself by 
saying that he would not "say a. damn word derogatory to Mr, Hoover or the Bureau 
because I consider Mr. Hoover a good man although he might be classed in some 
quarters as a ^publicity hound * . " In this respect, Moran stated that Mr . Hoover 
. might be right in the tactics which he employs in publicizing the work of the 
Bureau and perhaps Moran had been wrong in not publicizing the work of the Secret 
Service Division. At any rate, it was an honest difference in ideas which did 
not in any way reflect upon Mr. Hoover. He made the tatsrasrit he thought lylr. JHoover 

(V • /- bbcobbbd (f 7X 


Xm INFORMATIW COjWj 

v :h 1C uac.i ASS BED 


V..: 


BATE. 


1 


5 

and the Bureau ought to be, left along because they were doing a good job. 
'Mr. Moran evidenced to Mr. Blossom a very strong feeling of antagonism 
towards. Secretary Morgenthau. and .-indicated that Mr. Murphy and Secretary 
Morgenthau had. other arrangements" of a similar nfcure about which Mr. Moran 
had hot been advised. 

Mr. Cooper stated that Mr. Blossom had agreed tQ biy a story by 
Moran, dealing with the matter of guarding the President, the counterfeiting 
case which arose at San Quentin Penitentiary, and certain references to the 
death of President Harding. Hugb^llv • of the . American magazine is going 
to write the stories in collaboration with Mr. Moran and apparently Blossom 
is paying Moran -$2,000 for the stories. /" * • " 


Respectfully, 


Clyde Tolson. 


Dear Clyde 


e; Honda 

Just to inform you of the new address. 


I will be here for the next three weeks 
Gen is arriving Wednesday afternoon. 

Same^ev)br 


j. £ r r. ~~-«iEL , rx 
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ROGER SMITH RESTAURANTS, NEW YORK CITY 



i 


Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Record of Telephone Call or Visitor. 


/ 


Mr. Baughman^ 
Mr. Clegs 


Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Dawsey_ 
Mr. Egan 


Mr. Foxworth 


Feb. 1 


1937 . 


Mr. Joseph 


Mr. KlelnKauf 



: 6 Cpuffn 


Presented a letter from Sen. F. Ryan 
(D),..of Wis. and stated thht he would like 


to speak to the>^irector concerning something that 
was in the boolc " Ten Thousand Public Enemies" . • 

He stated that he had talked to Mr. Quinn on the 
matter about a year ago but that things had developed 
since then and he now wanted to see Mr. Hoover. 

Was informed that the Director was not in and he 
said that he would see Mr. Quinn again. 


Mr. Quinn advises that he referred Mr. 
Donley to Mr. Foxworth. Mr. Foxworth was not in 
at the moment and Mr. Donley is going 'to stop back 




JEH:CBS :'AS • 


\ > 




February 3, 1937 


Tine: 10i37 AM 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. POXWORTH 


/ ) 


;REt Client of Willis 


UA 


sfppnley 


Charged with 

Bank Robbery ,|'Menomoni e, Wisconsin, 


Mr. McGuire telephoned in regard to the visit paid him by Willis 
Donley of Menomonie, Wisconsin, relative to a state belik robbery there in 
which some of the members of the Karpia gang are alleged to have participated. 
Mr. McGuire stated DdKbgy represents a man.’ naaeoi& aWburne who- was identified 
subsequently in Minnesota after a bank robbery there and acquitted and was 
then taken over and tried in the State Court of Wisconsin end convicted. Mr. 
McGuire stated that Donley had devoted a considerable amount of hie own money 
and time in the belief that the man is innocent and he felt that it was a Karpis 
Keating job; two men were killed in the robbery ,\Weber a ncff ’Harman. Mr. McGuire 
stated that Donley had been out to Alcatraz and interviewed Karpis and had 
gotten some sort of statement from him and from others out there; that on the 
grounds there may be something Donley's story the State Supreme Court of 
'■'( Wisconsin had remanded the case for a new., trial. Mr. 'McGuire stated that Donley 
Y^ j had read Courtney Ryley Cooper* e book V s T eh Thqusand-P.u b:lic^Enemie a 11 and on 
tsA l 'pages 229 and 230 it mentions that there, were eeven men in On the robbery, 
t j two of , whom were killed,, end the others pras&nt were: Vern^jfeiller, Francis 
Ideating, Cher le qlif re s ton olden , and Harvejpfeailey; no mention being made of 

•’ -Bewburne, who Donley soys is a small time gar&ler in Minneapolis and St. Haul. 

% ; Mr. McGuire stated Donley claims there is a marked resemblance between Newfeurae 
^ Keating particularly iphen they' were, westing caps and one of the men who 

• y/- participated in the robbery wore a cap. Mr. McGuire stated that Donley came ' . 
/ to him highly recommended by Senator Duffy and that he was also impressed with 


s story, Mr. McGuire stated he had prepared a memorandum setting forth 
Mr Talson the .facts as related by Donley and was sending it to me, and he wondered if 1 
55 r.E 3 u.jh wM pee the men or have him sent, to see Mr. Foxworth . 


r 


\ 


I told Mr. McGuire 

! Mr. cisss I- -did hot think we should -see the man until we had checked the files, end that 
Mr. cce^may.-.t© le two or three days as our men have been working -day and night on tfeet 
■ sir. Dur-^idncp Lug case which has just broken, I told Mr, McGuire that the Bureau did 
iWr.Egaa hot..v.ojch for the facts set forth in ‘ Co urtney Ryloyc o ooer-l s,.,b ook and that 
Kr.V'--r*'-Whiie. Jbrae of the facts had been obtainecf“fr6ffi'"the Bureau a great many of them 
' air. ciav-Lihad-'-nof; 1 . Mr. McGuire stated he merely .wanted to apprise me of the situation. ' 

files just as soon* as we could and we would 

iw^H^i^^fie^Ctl'eck reveals. 

m a i l e: >.*.• j 

KEOGR 


\ 


m.-. I Stated i 
sir. Jo'cr.hlet. .Da£lpy 

' Hr. 1 Dftar 
'Sis. T’khAa... 

Mil*. Qu'.an 

VIr. 

tlr. Tr&c> 
lidn. % i&zi dy . sxr.„ 
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3 -+/.£()- 8, 1937. 


Sr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

433 North Lakoview Drive, 

Sebrlng, Florida. ' *. 

Dear %leyi~ . ••' : 

Responsive to your oral request when you were in 
feehington recently, I am ©nolosing herewith, 'a .number of inter** . 
eating oases dealing with extortion, 

v ‘ Since the approval of the Federal Sgtortton Statute 

on July 0, 1932» the Bureau fee* investigated 1,331 extortion 
complaints. Convictions assured in these oases total MV as of 
this date and there are at present 76 persons in custody await* 
ing trial, Total sentences of 1,542 years, 6 months, and 21 
days have bean imposed upon persons convicted' in extortion Cases., 
la addition thereto, 4 eubjeots of extortion investigations were 
killed while resisting arrest, 2 committed suicide, and 14 were 
adjudged insane. .• 

In the event you desire any further information 
concerning the extortion work, please let ja© know. 

Sincerely, 


3e ZS&x ?oovar 


;j Mr. 

I HF' 


j Mr* Seu&lma» — — | 

| Mr* 0 

9-366; 9-625* 9-1110; 9-1399; 9.539 
I ^ E<*ai • 9-ld73-49-721^; 9-1860 ; 9-1321* 9-2139; 

-ir stol' 9-1^8; 9-192; 9-482; 79-697; 9-93; 7-452; 7-9U;. 

' 7 - 281 ; 9-13!; 7-956; 7-62* 9-490- 9-1595*7-9655 9-1680 


{■ 1 I?. Joseph . 


iBICATiOMS SE0T13B 


MAILED 




’It. ScMIdar . 


FEB- 9 


Tracy 

n Miss Gfwidy ... 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

3 

„ DIRECTOR 
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Mr. 

I r ? TcVcci..* 
3Vj?. Tcr^ii.r.r* 


REJ/AEK 


federal 25«r^au of Jttuoatfgatfon 
ISmteii States iBopartmont of Kaaftco 
JUaaI|in 0 ton, <B. €. 

February 4, 1937. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


nteresting Case write-ups 
and statistics on Extortion Cases 



}j »Gr. cicr^ — 

f | T.&. Goffsjr, 
Mr. Ecttcsy 

Mr. J 3 sa:u 

Mr. FcTixro^’V 

Mr. Glr.v&e. 

Msr. Harbo „ 

Mr. Jocsp^i 

Mr. liertsr 

l! Ms*. Nicbcla. . 

Mr. Q d.:V.m , 

Mr. Scfc!ider 

Mr. Tcur 22a 

Mr. Tr^sy 

j Mica Gandy, 

Pursuant to your request of February 3 rd that recent Interesting. 
Case write-ups on Extortion Cases (with the exception of the Alfred.. Otto. 
Wagner case) be gotten together for Mr. Courtney RyleyCJCooper, together- 
with the latest statistics concerning Extortion Cases, I am submitting 
•herewith a copy of each Interesting Case write-up which has been prepared 
subsequent to, the Wagner Case, as follows: 



1935 — I.C, 


1936 — I.C. 


#9-152 

9-366 

#9-625 

9-1110 

9-1399 

9-1595 

9-539 


1937 — I.C. #9-2139 


. t- o r* \ i \ \ \ \ 4 —* /\. / / Li 







RECORDED 

& 

IN DEX ED. ~ 


9-1680 

49-7215 

9-1860 

9-1821 





o.t-of^i-ci-a-liy--been _ r'eOeiYed~ 
t r ''a r - itickl'er .b.'oov IwasS securec 


As to the 1937 case, this case has_ 

by the Research Division for mimeographing, j bu;t[;'a^[tickl'er,-c'opy 'was^ secured 
from the Investigative Division by the writer and because .of its ; interest 
I believe it should be included with the attached matehi'aP:'^' Ibd/ 


CE 


p c : 1 Or Jtl-i- 

The following statistics have been secured fr om—the-Inves-ti-gative 

Division and are up-to-date as of the close of business, February 3, 1937: 

1 — 


of bx 

nr 


4-. ' 

Total extortion cases referred to Bureau >— r— :<«? ""v^'rl^Sl 
Number of persons in custody at this time . .q^ . \ 76 

Number of persons convicted, to date . . . S 287 

Actual sentences imposed .... 1100 years 10 months 5 days 

Suspended sentences ...... 146 5 13 

Probationary sentences . . . . . 295 3 3 

Total sentences 1542 years 6 months 21 days 



In 20 cases fines have been imposed, and in 3 cases indefinite 
probationary sentences, in addition to the foregoing sentences, ?/ere 
imposed. Four subjects were killed while resisting arrest, 2 committed 
suicide, and 14 were adjudged insane. 


Enclosure 


Re spectf ully. 


R . A J JOSEPH. 



'JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
. DIRECTOR 

LBNjMKH 


* * 

SUtrmi of Smiesttgatimt 
litniteii States l?partuu?ut of Hlustire 
Waslfington, 39. (E. 

February 4, 1937. 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Re: ONE MAN SHOW OF CRIME 

George Robert Gabor 

Page 3, Par. 1, Line 9 - Change Attorney to Solicitor. 

Page 3 , Par. 1, Line 10 It is not believed that the file can definitely 

establish the annual earnings of $15,000, but 
since the statement is in general terms it is 
not deemed objectionable. 

Page 3, Par. 1, Line 12 It is suggested that the word "Thousands of" be 

substituted for "$10,000." since that figure is 
rather specific. 

Page 4, Par. 1, According to Gabor's statement page 3, he phoned 

Ambassador Herrick instead of the Secretary as 
set out in the story, which does not appear to 
be objectionable. 

Page 6, Par 2, Line 3 Change "ten" to "several". Gabor stayed ten days 

at the Embassy in London and it is not known 
exactly how many days he stayed in Paris. 

Page 7, Line 5 The hospital observations revealed Gabor was sane 

but the file makes no mention of its verdict 
that he was a liar, hence it is believed desirable 
to delete this reference. Certainly it should 
not be imputed to the hospital's verdict. 

Page 7, Par. 1, Line 14 Gabor, in his statement, says he secured $45,000 

in loans, though it netted him probably not over 
$2,400 in currency. It is believed wise, however, 
to be conservative and accordingly no change is 
recommended. 

Page 7, Par. 2, Line 2 It is believed the sentence "So are his victims, 

for ail the good it does," should be deleted 

since some of his victims who are still living 

and who are outstanding men, might interpret— i t — - 

as being sarcastic. Qi <| „ 'Ll ». *) a ^ U Cl) )\ 

recorded Li".--. ... 1 .. r r X 

Page 8, Par. 1, Line. 7 "Matriculating at 17" should be, deleted. ;' ' u • : 




Page 9 , Par 


. 1, Line 2 


Page 9A (Insert) 

Par. 2, Line 2 

Line 3 

Line 4 

9A, Par. 3, Line 9 
Page 9, Par. 1, Line 11 


Page 9, Par. 2, Line 4 

Page 10, Insert B, 

Line 2 


Page 11, Par. 1, Line 5 


Page 11, Par 3 and 

Par 1, Page 12 


Page 12, Par. 3, 


Page 13, Par. 1, Lines 7 
to end of paragraph, and 
Lines 1 and 2, Page 14 


Page 14, Line 6 




It is suggested that ."Houston, Texas" be changed 
to "San Diego, California," since it . 'sounds much 
more like his activities at that point. See 
Page S of Gabor’s statement. 

"Taft Thew, Jr." should be changed to "Taft Thew 
Houghton." 

Change "Houston" to "San Diego." "Mr. Thew" to 
"Mr. Houghton." 

Change "China" to "England". 

Change "Jr." to "Houghton". 

Change "Member of German nobility" to "a son of 
a former United States Ambassador," and delete 
the balance of the sentence, and the last sentence 
in paragraph 1 in the interests of authenticity. 
Change "Texas". to "California". 


Before the word "obtain" insert the words "in a 
Texas City." 

It is suggested that the words "in Houston where 
he had been 'Colonel Campbell' and other 
dignitaries" be deleted since they add nothing 
to the story and might cause resentment from Army 
people . 

It is suggested that these paragraphs might well 
be deleted or revised since our data in the files 
is only meager, 'and it appears that he met the 
press on only one occasion, in California. This 
material is • colorful but I fear that it might 
result in repercussions and we have so little to 
back it up. 

This material apparently is based on a news items 
from the Boston "Globe", January 30, 1927 and 
July 5, 1936, which should be retained in the 
Bureau's files. 


should be deleted or revised since the Boston 
"Globe", January 30, 1927, indicates Gabor 
succeeded in having his one interview with the 
press, killed. Furthermore, the Boston "Globe" 
on July 5, 1936, indicates that a message had gone 
out to detain Gabor as a dispatch from the "Von 
Bohlen" family states it had no member in America. 

It is suggested that specific reference to "The 
Dupont family" be deleted. 




Page 14, Par. 1, Line 6 
to end of paragraph 


Page 14, Insert D - 

Par. 1, Line 7 


Page 15, Par. 1, Lines 4 

and 5 

Page 16, Insert E. Par.l 

Page 17, Par. 2, Line 3 

Page 17, Insert F. 

Par.. 2, Line 12 

Page 17, Insert F 
Page 2, Par. 1, Line 15 

Page 18, Par. 1, Line 7 

L 

Page 19, Line 3 

Page 19, Par. 2, Line 7 

Page 21, Par. 1, Line 2 

and 3 

Page 21, Par. 2 



should be revised in the interests of authenticity 
as Gabor had the Schwar zenback passport concealed 
on his person when he left New York, which the 
authorities in New York did not discover. 

The sentence "He even left some of his writings 
as a souvenirJf, while I can not substantiate in 
a hurried search of the file, does not appear 
objectionable. 


It is recommended that the words "and let the 
donation rest until later. It is still resting. 

80 is...." be deleted, since Gabor claims he 
made a donation. 

I cannot substantiate the data about Gabor being 
the son of the Ambassador to Germany, although 
this does not appear objectionable nor unreason- 
able to assume. 

There is no indication Gabor borrowed the $7,000 
from the store's friends, although this, is not 
believed objectionable. 

It is suggested that the reference to "Hoover’s 
Crime Commission" be deleted for obvious reasons. 
Likewise the file does not appear to verify this. 

I cannot find in the file anything to verify 
the reference to the $9,000, although this does 
not appear objectionable . 

As a matter of policy, it is suggested that this 
line, be revised to read, "to furnish an inside 
track that would break up a.." and in the last 
line of this paragraph, the words "by bribery" 
should be deleted. 

It is suggested that the words "of rampant bribery 
and a..." be deleted and the word "of" substituted 
as a matter of policy. 

Change "third secretary" to "an attache". 

It is suggested that as a matter of policy, the 
words "Communists - from Russia" be deleted. 

It is believed that this paragraph should be 
revised and that the Director 1 s views not be 
injected as they have, for obvious reasons. 



Page 22, Par. 2, Lines .2 

and 3 should be revised to read "Biggest doll 

factory, a moving force in N. R. A. proceedings 
in formulating codes for the doll industries." 

Lines 4 

and <5 should read, "and devoted much of his time is 
assisting in the management of.." 


Page 22, Par. 3, Line 2 Change "fired" to "assisted". 

Page 22, Par. 4, Line 1 Change "three" to "about two". Gabor was con- 

victed and sentenced to serve eighteen months 
on April 10, 1935. 


My review was based on the serials attached, and I did not have 
time to check whether he was actually deported. This is a swell article 
and should be well received. 

' , Respectfully, 


L. B. Nichols 



CT:ACS 


Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

February 4 > 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR:- 



articl 


; 

f Kr. Coffey v . . I 

|l \ " 

Mr. Brnvoey A. 

L 

Mr. Effau. 

Mr. Foxworth . 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Iiarbo „ 

Mr. Joseph 

Mr. Leetejv 
Mr. NichPiTV 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. ScUilder — i 

cle entitled 



Attached hereto is an 
(ONE MAN SHOW OF CRIM E-Jhy J.. Edgar Hoover with 
Co urtney Rvle^ Conppv, wViioVi concerns GEORGE 
R0BERT|p50R ? Impersonator. ' ’ 

This article was reviewed by Mr. Nichols 
whose comments concerning it are incorporated in 
the attached memorandum. I went over these sug- 
gestions with Mr. Cooper end appropriate changes 
were made in the article. 


M The ^ e . r i^6 *■*» 1937 ~ 

ALL WfOR V M p|'«e<SIFl£D Heaiectfully, 


This article is listed for publication in 


a r % i » w i r* 

SlSfifS 


Clyde Tolson. 
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:Crime Does 

& 

Tt 5 • , 

HERE’S TO CRIME. By Court- 
ney Ryley JCooper. 454 pp. Bos- 
ton: Little, Brown <S> Co. $2.75. 

By ROBERT VAN GELDER 

B EFORE the reputations of 
Capone, Dillinger, Dutch 
Schultz, Pretty Boy Floyd 
and the rest ripen into leg- 
end, Mr. Cooper desires to say a 
few words. He wishes to point 
out that these men were not dar- 
ing adventurers with the world 
against them. They all had help, 
easily and cheaply obtained. They 
operated at a time when murder 
was often committed merely as a 
favor or for as little cash as a~ 
$50 tip, and when the average 
price of a jail-break was only 
$ 100 . 

v He wants to make it clear that 
bribery and political influence, 
not resourcefulness and a toy 
pistol* released Dillinger from the 
Crown Point jail; that the control 
of the votes of a community of 
morons and a flood of hot money 
rather, than fearlessness and ath- 
letic ability made possible the 
career of Pretty Boy FloydL And 
of course it was wholesale corrup- 
tion that permitted Capone to 
play Robin Hood. 

An 


N<^ Pay but Cri 

ays and ow Dalton gang, Mr. roll at $1,000 a m 


boys 

Cooper realized that it is only 
natural for the young to admire 
the brave. But the most publicized 
outlaws of recent times have been 
diseased rats, perverted captains 
of an anti-social army numbering 
3,500,000. And none of them has 
operated without protection of 
one form or another. 

The disposition in the years of 
,the drought to view bootleggers 
as kindly St. Bernards has eased 
the way of criminals in search of 
political protection. Crime today, 
says Mr. Cooper, is a matter of 



als Often 


month. ^Af ter he 
was shot by Federal men he 
found a hide-out in the home of 
a politician and died there. A 
City Marshal was Machine-Gun 
Kelly's business reference when 
Kelly wanted to buy a car for use 
in kidnapping. 

Mr. Cooper is more or less 
frankly a propagandist, for in- 
creased Federal activity in the 
control and discouragement of 
crime. He declares that these are 
days of super-crime, and that be- 
cause of lack of funds, and the 
easy possibility of political inter- 



iuany_alliances _ and_affiliations.___ ference — because of -corruption^ 



Close hook-ups between elected 

officials and criminals are some- 

« 

times established under the most 
unlikely circumstances. Even 
when he was rated as Public 
Enemy Number One, Alvin Kar- 
pis was hopeful. He paid $6,500 
to a Mayorality campaign fund 
in an Ohio municipality, on the 
understanding that should his 
candidate be elected he would 
have the freedom of the city. 

Karpis spent his honeymoon 
with a gun-moll in the Summer 
cottage of a Chicago politician. 

ion declared that 
(chief on his pay- 


and inefficiency, local agencies 
are inadequate. 

On the basis of present condi- 
tions, figures have been compiled 
by the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation that show the probability 
‘'that only one person out of four 
will live a life of sixty years with- 
out being the victim of a serious 
crime tantamount to robbery, as- 
sault, rape, arson, manslaughter 
or murder." He declares that 
there are a million arid a half 
such offenses every year, which 
means that the lives of three- 
quarters of our entire population 


have been or will be marred 
major criminality. ' 

One reason that crime is out of^ 
hand lies in the fact that vicious 
criminals no longer stick 
trade. Using some protected 
area as a headquarters, the out\ 
laws invade other sections where ' 
they commit their crimes, risk :j 
ing anything that may be mad< 
to pay. 

At present syndicates coni 
prostitution and gambling in 
more profitable locations, he 
and a flow of money in laj 
quantities continues to ma&e 
-financing easy in the underworld: . 
This money pays for widespread 
corruption, for the "fix" that so 
often sets criminals free. 

In this, his most outspoken 
book, Mr. Cooper goes down the 
line of criminal activities, show- 
ing the manner in which crime 
is made to pay. He surveys the 
gangsters and the publicized 
killers, but is more vitally inter- 
ested in their aides, the men and 
women, and the varieties of out- 
look and habit, that are so im- 
portant in making crime both 
possible and profitable. What 
Mr. Cooper has to say should 
have a wide audience. — — 
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jB n^tS ri^ however, fee is fearful of 
^^^^moderri *vor!d and not a lit- 
^pl^coritemptuoiis. 

^^^m1|#uth, however, there is lit- 
for them to believe in, and 
l^pS^bst symbolically the novel 
?§||omes .to its climax on a note of 
jfpieath.' I was thinking, as I read 
^Ibdse pages, of another novelist, 
HjUie pride of German literature in 
IB|ur -time, who also used a magic 
j^Kxountain for a d6cor, but who 
Has' not content to mirror per- 
;Jj|Bexity and evasion in the texture 
I^H his novel. But he, alas, is now 
HP||boten. Alfred Kazin. 

Ill ^-Soldiers’ Return 

?V SONG OF FRIENDSHIP. Trans- 
Jv ^ lated from the German of 
Bernhard Kellermann by G. D. 

g k : Gribble. 431 pp. Indianapolis: 
It—t The Bobbs-Merrill Company . 
f; ^$2.50. 

PNG OF FRIENDSHIP” is 
r so^ sweet^Tand kindly and un- 
r : yemuetlich 

inutile trayel-agency^senseS the 
i^rdr^tliat it^isra .HtUe Jujibar- 

■ - J roooincy tknf 


' one, is in love' 


tf^^gsrel^ i^not.argoodSiovel, 
tto>bem all r of] Herr 

cis^{and r kindliness* cannS con- 
f ceal theiff act -that what little he 
[ has to say here has been spread 


with C^Be Spahri, the daugh- 
ter ' of ^Fjprosperous merchant. 
Fickle as can be, Christine runs 
away from home, whereupon 
Hermann turns with unusual ve- 
hemence to fertilizers and beams 
and crops. Johriny, the hand- 
somest one of them all, and the 
torment of feminine! Hellsee, is 
chiefly preoccupied with running 
away from Fraeulein this and 
Fraeulein that, after dressing 
their hair; Anton, the carpenter, 
has an affair with Babette’s strap- 
ping daughter; Redbear, with a 
wife and child in another town, 
worries about his wife and her 
employer, who won't let her rejoin 
him; and Karl, the blind gar- 
dener, marries Babette after a 
few humorous complications. 

Babette, who is certainly the 
only vivid character in the novel, 
plays the rdle of the Good Angel. 
Between hours at the washtub 
and stove she walks about la- 
menting the cruelty of men to one 
another and popping the Socratic 
question : Why are men not good ? 
Why are you five not better than* 
you are? They are very good to 
begin with, to he sure, but Babette 
is ambitious. In particular the 
pig-headedness of her beloved 
Hermann, once Christine has left 
her husband, irks Babette con- 


ara^hisipaity^coml^b^tHehuildsi 1 
up no straw men, either for \/or- 
ship or for coritumjj^»Vhatever 
the economic colo^^F status of 
his characters, they are real and 
their actions are consistent and 
understandable. 

"This Is Your Day” tells a 
double, interwoven story. Gene 
Marsay and Harold Darvas, the 
latter the son of Hungarian immi- 
grants, grow up together on the 
East Side of New York, both con- 
scious of a proletarian problem. 



Carl Zuckmayer. 


is . ; ijP'r^pip^ 

AnifiT^aJid the^^Americ^ organ* 
izer, Jasper : jraSch, an embittered, 
poverty-stricken farmer, who be- ' 
lieves, as his forefathers did, in 
the efficacy of a shotgun. 

dose to their problem of being 
dispossessed of their land for 
failure to meet mortgage inter- 
est and taxes, they have small 
patience with the Communist 
Agit-Prop, the man assigned to 
their district to further the work 
of agitation and propaganda: 
When he speaks to them of 

the necessity of penetrating 
basic strata of .the non-urban 
masses, raising the ideological 
level of the party membership, 
developing fresh cadres, utiliz- 
. ing the discontent rife among 
the population of small towns, 
exposing the r61e of reformist 
leadership without antagoniz- 
ing the rank and file, creating 
an opposition within the coop- 
. eratives, coordinating the work 
of the units on the basis of a 
solid collective leadership, 

they sit confused and confounded. 
Gene’s efforts to get relief for 
the needy, to fight the milk trust, 
to organize a protest against the 
loss of their land they can under- 
stand and appreciate. 

Newhouse avoids the mistake 
of making Gene a plaster saint, 
x He is practical and hard-boiled. 
Loving Alma, he has an affair 
with Sue Melinkovich because he 
misses Alma, knowing all the 


4 



% 


> /t • » 


* 


"■Vii 


~'VOBjx&]y. 



: '\V « *\ ■<Vvva5‘^ V‘ s : ; /jVXV'.V--.’ Vi' ' : ‘V-- 

kr, ' Courtney. ^ley tSoope^-,. ,-. .•,•'’■/•%' 
433 lorth- 'Lekftv4©K Ifeive, ' 

:S®b?tng, : . Ploride,-,-. v.j';.. :., "}■ ":'. 


f«’oru®ry- 12 ,. 1937 * 




■\‘4‘ ’' V“ 5 V-.-.fv' 


, ';. - v V' . ’ 

/Vi. - •• : 


^ 7 v ■■■-■?, 

V- ■". 4:7 




.**?«■*" • . . • •., • *.*. % .. * -:>v, • . 

* ■,'*•■■■ ■•■' . ■ ■*■ - •* ' " . % i- 7 . ’ •• f.\ ;, .. • - ... •-.,■■** 

" ' • .;• . .. / #i-.; r^viV; - = 7 -~;‘ 

■'. - ' •' ‘ ' '■•>■'.; : : 4© & :Qf >: %nt&rmtiovi f r .J -m - ■ ... 

■ &ere«4thft copy of# letter tuidreBt&d to m oh ' ; ;‘ : v ,' /v 

9, 1937* by to** . l4a*r«»co ?elll«r # : 

'• V'^» Crlnisel/Cawts of .Th© Charity Organisation Society, .r,.; ; - \ f 

:Jtfm lork; City, : tog^tfee : F-'’s r ltbt' a'~ fWtos^tio'ifiwpy of', the _ ..;/•' , .-., 

•y te' York TI«a» '.'ravi^ CJSOffi* ; : V".V V TV. '' 

• •; ■••'. '/ ■_ f '; ; -,p,tte'. |se#t 'ntl&hm- 'to. G«a md to c©. . ..V;‘-,^v, •■■ _ ’ yy’.;;:- 










ttEGc.- 




■■ " :'v*. 

' - 3* - ’ 


■ ■ J '"&* 

; ‘sX ; 

; ?;j IC 

- ; ... 


. ■ • • •• ** ■• • •• * .r,Ci "a . • \ ; • . ' .v . 

•' ■* V. ,• V> ■ ' i x .J 

CT:acs; ; -;: 7' ? "- r =-'-Y ' 


;• - February 12, 1937. 





• ? > -~t ? i • 

* -• , V* 5 


£ •’ -.r- 


; i ’“VS *. -V"' 


■ Hxv Lawrence Veiller, "Secrettoy,- / - V- 7; ‘V 
The Committee on Criminal Courts 

of the Charity Organization Society, f 
105 Bast 22nd Street j 
'7 Kewlork City. . 


Dear, Hr. Veiller:- 


’.ft; > • 






lour 

enclosed fa copy of the book review from ’the New York Times ■tfoa->. , \ 

. f . ’ . cernihg Mr . Courtney Ryley Cooper’s book "Here * s To Crime r ~ has 

just been received and I want’ to thank you for your thoughtfulr ; 

. ness in sending this to me. V V ’ 

lith regard to .Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, please be /. 

. advised that he has established & -residence in Florida and his 
: address' is 433 North Lakeview Driven. Sebring, Florida. Frankly, - v . 

I do not know whether he would be in a position, to. be of assistance 
to you in the formation of the Citizens* Crime • jConsai ssion. X do 
know that he has had extensive experience in crime reporting as 
is evidenced by hie very revealing new publication. 2 shall be very 
• . - • glad indeed to hear f rap you concerning the formation of the Comal B- 
. sion.- mentioned 'in' ‘your: letter. • _ ■_ . 'V . Y;', V C 


Sincerely, yours, r ; 
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! ' Ms. 
I- ' 
Mr. 
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John -.Edgar ..Hoover,.- \ 

■ Director. ‘ J " 
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ITTEE ON OR I M I N A 




OURTS 


THE OHARITV ORGANIZATION SOCIETY 




OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 


Nathan A. Smyth, Chairman 

Charles W. Appleton 

W. BRUCE Cose 

Stanley P. Davies 

Homer Folks 

John M. Glenn 


LAWRENCE VEILLER 

Secretary 


Ralph K. Jacobs 
Georoe W. Kirchwey 
Hugh Knowlton 
George Z. Meoalie 
John McKim Minton, Jr. 
Morgan J. O’Brien 


Frank L. Polk 
Ezra P. Prentice 
Lawson Purdy 
Lawrence Veiller 
Bronson Winthro' 


Nathan .... 
Tolson.(f?f! 
Baughman 

Clegg 

Coffey I.... 
Dawsey ... 

Egan 

Foxworth _ 
Glavin 

Joseph 

Lester ..... 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mi\ Hichels .... 
Mr. Quinn 


Mr. Gchilder... 

lOS EAST 22 STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

(■ 7.2r. t’amn 

TELEPHONE, GRAMERCY 5]- 2860 

T;Ir. Tracy 


February 9 , 19 37 s Gandy 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

If you didn't see the article in the 
Book Review of the TOew York '"Times 1 1 of last Sun- 
day, reviewing C ourtney Ryley Coop er's book en- 
titled :/^Herel§LJ^ which you are quoted 

as strongly endorsing Mr. Cooper as a competent 
writer on the subject, you will wish to see it. 

Do tell me about Mr. Cooper. Is he a 
New York man; would he be a good man to put on our 
new Citizens' Crime Commission .that we are forming - 
about which I hope to write you soon? 

Write me personally if you don*t want to 
write officially. 

DEXED 


1 


RECORDEI 

Yours 


V\ LV:EK » 

- — __ "A VEf 




FEULRAI Bi.'KEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FEB 16 1937 a, M. 

U..$. DlPmHI went of justice 
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pear, Mr. - Veiller? 






„ lour letter. of February lSj - 1937 i has /Vs 
be ®a received' with, i?hich you transmitted, -various. , 
^closures coneer?iing the proposed .GifcisSRsj ’ •>'■-:■ A 
Crime C ormla s ion for the State of Mew Xork,S;S AS 

v . ■•’ ■ ; •; I .appreciate ; your . courtesy iu fUrnishing . '.■ 
me -with this;, inf oxmtlon . Pleas e be assured of > 
E^. interest in the. ^regress,, of this’ ox^aniaatioru 


•• With. , best ^wishes: aRd ki^iregards,' -.X aai •••'• 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Room 5250 March 1, 1937; 

Phones 53 and 560 


TO: 



Mr . 
Mr.' 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr . Harbo 
Lester 
Renneberger 
Schilder 

! , oxwd , r I t t h Er , 3a __ { Mr . Tracy 
5 an j.Kr! rl^ortbZTIf Chief Clerk 1 s 

'"Quinrj ^ Gtavta . Office 

lss Gandyjr. “-.-‘v, Files Section 


y*. 

I.*r« Joseph 


Mail Room 


Mr- Los tor El Supply Room 

Mr. Nishclo I 


RESEAROH^DI-VI-SION 


Mr. 


Berens" 

_Mr. Dawsey*' Tracj ’ 
Mr. Heavrirf 


Mr. Schiidor 

.2r. I’amm 


Gandy. 


Mr. Hendon 

Isee MEAULilf! 



Miss Cunningham 
Miss Lurz 
NOTE & RETURN 

P -W,, 


FOR 


SEND F 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



The attached letter is prepared for the 


signature of the Director. Mr. Veiller’s 
letter of February 18th to Mr. Hoover is 
marked •“ CONFIDENTIAL 11 and is in reply to 
th e Directors letter of Feb. 12 which invi ted 
information concerning the formation of the 
Citizens’ Crime Commission mentioned in Mr. 
Tealler’s letter. 


EMH 


R. E. Joseph. 
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Many thanks for your prompt response to our inquiry 

a 

about Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper. If he 


York State, we cannot use him in the ne 


e y&oesn't live in New 
w Citise 


.sens* Crime Com- 


mission which is- new in process of formation. 

Although the subject is still in the ~co 
stage but will be released very soon, I am sending you in- 
formation about it, as I want you to have it. 

Enclosed find a copy of a letter that we recently 
sent out over the signature of Mr. Smyth and myself, asking 
people to serve on the Board of Directors of the new organi- 
zation, with a printed statement of its Purposes and proposed 
Board of Directors. 

Our Committee on Criminal Courts which has carried 
on its activities for 12 he past 27 years as a Committee of the 
Charity Organization Society has in recent years undertaken 
work and supported ^asu^tha^ ha clo gft 




V 






\ — ^relationship to the work of such a Society. 

* t-'vL tA 
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i v-p- 
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FEDERAL BUREA^ CF !!vV:STiGAHOM 



my** 



Tj v; nciJn.ci l.-. l lk .T^r moTior 



V 



Hon- J. Edgar 

We have realized for a long time that the crime 
situation in New York State and particularly in New York Gity 
calls for a more concentrated activity than we had been able 
to give it as a Committee of a charitable society and that the 
time had probably come when it would be a good idea for us to 
continue the work we had been doing during this period in a 
new separate organization which would place the emphasis more 
on crime prevention and reduction and control than upon merely 
the work of the Inferior Criminal Courts which was the original 
purpose and field of our Committee. 

Through all these years we have been financed gener- 
ously by a source .which prefers to remain anonymous and that 
same source of financial support has agreed to continue its 
support of the new organization on a modest scale. 

We have now filed our Certificate of Incorporation 
under the Membership Corporation Law with a Supreme Court: 
Justice and hope to be able to make a public statement with 
regard to the new Crime Commission and its Purposes and Per- 
sonnel at an early date. 

You can be assured that you will always be kept in 
the closest touch with what the new organization is doing and 
seeking to do - for we want your active cooperation and know 


% 


2/18/37 


we will have it, as our purposes are identical with yours. 


Best regards. 



You may be interested in seeing the enclosed letter 
which we sent to Mr. J n.s.t.in<pfiller about a year ago- in which we 
summarized our efforts in this field. 




the: c 


MITTEE ON OR I M I N ATWOOU RTS 


OF 

the: charitv organization society 

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 


Nathan A. Smyth. Chairman 
Charles W. Appleton 
W. Bruce Cobb 
Stanley P. Davies 
Homer Folks 


Ralph K. Jacobs 
George w. kirchwey 
Hugh Knowlton 
George Z. Medalie 
John McKim Minton, Jr. 


Frank L. Polk 
Ezra P. Prentice 
Lawson Purdy 
Lawrence Veiller 
Bronson Winthrop 



It is proposed to form a Citizens’ Crime Commission for New York State which 
will carry on and extend the work that has been done for the past 27 years through 
the agency of the Committee on Criminal Courts of the Charity Organization Society 
of which the undersigned have been, respectively, Chairman and Executive Officer. 

The enclosed printed statements fully explain the Purposes and Scope of 
the new organization, the Plan of Organization contemplated, the Reasons for Its 
Creation, and the names of the persons being asked to serve on its Board of 


Directors. 


We should like very much to have you serve as a Director of the new organi- 
zation. No financial obligation of any kind is involved. Funds have been 
provided sufficient to enable the organization to make a start and keep it on 
its feet during the first year, at least. 

As we desire to incorporate and to make a public announcement at an early 



date, we shall appreciate it if you will advise us at your early convenience 
whether you will act in this capacity. 

We very much hope that you can and will. 

Yours sincerely, 






a.T - 


Chairman 

-20 - ^ 2 - Secretary 


Pending replies to this letter and the making of an official announcement the 
matter should be considered as in the Confidential stage. 



The following persons are being asked to become Directors: 


Harold M. Anderson 
Charles W. Appleton 
John J. Bennett, Jr. 
George Hopkins Bond 
George Clancy 
W. Bruce Cobb 
Barron Collier 
Joseph J. Early 
Frederick H. Ecker 
William D. Embree 
Burton D. Esmond 
George R. Fearon 
John H. Finley 
William Randolph Hearst 
Ralph K. Jacobs 
Warnick J. Kernan 
Hugh Knowlton 
John C. Knox 
Herbert H. Lehman 
William F. Love 


George V. McLaughlin 
George Z. Medalie 
Nathan L. Miller 
John McKim Minton, Jr. 
C. C MOLLEN HAUER 
Ferdinand Pecora 
Charles Poletti 
Frank L. Polk 
Harold S. Pollard 
Ezra P. Prentice 
Lawson Purdy 
Ogden Mills Reid ; 
Cleveland Rodgers 
John Godfrey Saxe 
Bruce Smith 
Nathan A. Smyth 
Charles H. Tuttle 
Lawrence Veiller 
Archibald R. Watson 
Charles S. Whitman 




Organizing Against Crime 


CITIZENS’ CRIME COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF , 

NEW YORK 

(To be incorporated under the Membership Corporation Law) 

*8 

Purposes 

To seek to bring about a better Administration of Criminal Justice. 

To foster all means for the prevention and proper punishment of Crime. 

To inform the public as to the extent and effects of Crime and as to 
methods for its reduction and control. 

To advocate measures, legislative and others, that will tend to reduce and 
control crime and bring added protection for the community. 

To oppose measures that will tend to make crime safer or easier for the 
criminal. 

To aid in bringing about a united public support, organized and vigilant 
for the suppression and reduction of crime. 

To aid in integrating and coordinating the means and machinery for deal- 
ing with crime and the detection, apprehension, prosecution and punish- 
ment or reformation of the criminal. 

To aid the courts, the police, the prosecuting attorneys, the correctional 
institutions and others in all practicable ways in their task of combating 
crime. 

To seek to close all loopholes in the law through which criminals may 
escape the consequences of their offenses. 

To examine and consider de novo the whole field of crime control and 
reduction; to re-assay the adequacy of the present machinery of criminal 
justice and of punitive sanctions. 




To undertake such research as may be necessary in aid of the foregoing 
purposes. 


Form of Organization 


The Commission will be organized as a Membership Corporation, 
with a Board of Directors of not more than 40, and about an equal num- 
ber of Voting Members, and eventually a large number of Supporting 
Members, representing the various parts of the state, who wili bjej asked 
to give adherence and support to the Commission’s policies and programme 
when determined. No member will be asked to assume any financial 
obligation. The Directors will appoint an Executive Committee. ~ 


The proposed Crime Commission is' being? created to continue 
work carried on for the past 27 years by tftfe Committee on Crimiri1|| 
Courts of the N. Y. Charity Organization Society. fMost of the membe rs^ 
of that Committee will continue to serve, either as directors or Members^ 
of the new organization,- thus insuring the continuance of that real i stills 
approach to the problems involved which has characterized the work of 
that Committee. - , 
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The Need For Such An Organization 

r but: 

-sesacs:* 

Crime is today one of America’s Most ImportantisFroblems. 


.nmjy 
-jm w* 
. zssr 


The Public is Aroused to the Situation but is not organized. 


To effect an Organization that will Reduce Crime to a normal 
minimum would be worth any effort. 

The Question is: “Can This be Done?” 

England’s Example would seem to indicate that it can be done. 

Most of the abuses that today exist in the United States in the admin- 
istration of justice existed in England prior to 1870. An aroused public 
swept these aside with the result that, today, England more nearly 
approaches the ideal in its administration of the law than any other country 
in the world — with crime reduced to the lowest possible minimum. 



t> 


A demonstration of effective work in a great community like New 
York State would afford an object lesson that the nation could later follow. 

The development of a technique in dealing with the problem should 
be worked out first in a single community before it can be given nation- 
wide application. 

Crime is an organized business. The efforts to combat it are unre- 
lated, uncoordinated, inadequate and ineffective. 

Th e “World-Telegram” in an editorial a year ago asked the following 
questions, which are much to the point: 

“What's the use of proposing well thought out reforms of 
criminal procedure to plug loopholes through which criminals escape 
if the people fail to convince the reluctant and obstructive, lawyer- 
legislator that they are determined to have these reforms? 

“What's the use of stressing the need of able, diligent, co- 
operating public prosecutors, free from political influence, if voters 
go on electing and re-electing the other kind ? 

“What's the use of pointing to crimes committed by paroled 
convicts turned loose by flabby parole systems if the public only 
says 'Terrible' — and lets it go at that? 

“What's the use of deploring legal technicalities that enable 
a public enemy to beat the law when thoughtless cheers that hail 
his acquittal are sometimes the loudest sounds heard from the 
people ? 

“What's the use of head-waggings over bad jury verdicts while 
intelligent citizens who would make good jurors continue to claim 
every exemption lax jury law provides?" 

What is needed is a united public support organized and vigilant for 
the suppression and reduction of crime. 

Four Important Aspects of dealing with crime need to be integrated 
and coordinated — the detection of the criminal; the apprehension of the 
criminal; the prosecution and conviction of the criminal; the punishment 
or reformation of the criminal, as may be appropriate. 

The spotlight of publicity and attention should be constantly directed 
to these four aspects of the problem. 


( 



). 



Every loophole in the laws — procedural and substantive — by which 
criminals now escape the consequences of their deeds must be closed. 

The process of strengthening the laws against crime must be unceas- 
ingly carried on. 

There should be research into and re-examination of the whole ques- 
tion of punitive sanctions, of the adequacy of the present machinery of 
> justice. 

The approaching Constitutional Convention offers an opportunity to 
remove many present obstacles to progress. 




The opportunity is great for effective. service by aXitizems .Organiza- 
tion that will deal with these problems in realistic fashion'. * ' ' i . 


January 25, 1937 
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loveBifoer 13, 1935 


Hon. Justin Miller 
Ghairanii, Attorney General ' s 
Advisory Committee oii Grime 
U. S. Department of Justice 

Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. .Miller i‘ 



1 have your letter of November 5th, addressed to me at 
the Rational Housing Association.. I take it, however, that it was 
really sent to m in my capacity as Director and Secretary of this 
Cossaittee. fiike the herd Chancellor in lolanthe, I, unfortunately, 
have several capacities* 

This 0DE®nittee was organised about 25 years ago, upon asy 
recoms&ndat ion,. to -eld in. the. improvement of the criminal courts 
of Sew fork City. Through, this period it has devoted itself to 
the improvement of the so-called Inferior Criminal Courts - the 
Magistrates’ Courts System and the Court of Special Sessions and - 
particularly to the Children 4 © Court and the Court of Domestic 


■Relations'. 

St has a record of successful ac compl i shiaent during this 
period of effort of a quarter of a century. 

The Committee having been f inanced from the beginning 


through a subvention from the Russell Sage Foundation, has not had 
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to go to the public for funds aaS has not sought publicity or public 

credit for its work but has preferred to ©orb quietly but effectively 

with the various public officials and has thus been able to achieve 

would 

larger results than/have been the case, had it sought greater public* 
ity. t think that a fair statement would be that the Ctetemittee has 
adopted the deliberate policy of avoiding publicity wherever possible. 

for similar reasons the Committee has not run to publica- 
tion. It has, however , published a good many things - chiefly as a 
matter of convenience to the saesbers of the Committee and others 
inters sled- 'in Ita work> 

It would not be possible within the confines of a latter 
which oould be read without undue burden to attempt to describe the 
work that the Committee hag done in the past 25 years or is doing 
at; the present time. 4s indioattve, however,, of what it is doing, 
it gives me great pleasure to enclose herewith a Report of its work 
for the year.,, 1934- - that - is,, from Hay 1, 1933 to Slay l, 1934 «. 
sprinted but not published* 1 , and still to be kept confidential so 
far' as publiCat ion goes. tJith this we are sending you, also the 
pamphlet- entitled:?. {i fhe : Seales of JusfieeV . which is referred -to- -in 
that Report-. 

A similar Report for the: present year,, 1935, is in course 

.w 

of preparation. ®ien available ; we shall be glad to send you a copy. 
Under separate cover we are sending you some, of our publications - 
not a complete set, but such as are available after the lapse of time. 

As you will see from thdse publications and especially fiom 
our Report, this Uemmtttee - although a Committee of the Oharity 
Organisation Society - is by no mem s limited in: its field of activity 

to the usual work, of such a Society. Its connection with that Society 
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Slight 9 In a lamer of speaking, be said to he an accidental one. 
the Society was. progressive and open-minded ©hen the proposal to 
create such & Committee ©as made and made it possible for the Com- 
mittee to exist. 

The CoEsiittee has really been fulfilling the functions of 
a Commission on the Administration of Criminal Justice in all these .* 
years - quite as much as the very ef festive Consaissioii on the Admin- 
istration of Or Imiaal Justice In Baltimore, of which Mr . . Kepbron is 
the very abl e ■ Ssecut ive. It ha© done more in this field in the way 
of . actual accofl^i ishment than has probably been achieved by any other 
organisation of similar kind in any other city of the count ryy but it 
doesn’t brag ahoiit it and X doubt if there are a hundred people in ... 
Hew York City who know of the Committee’ a existence. 

During; the life of the so^c^lled Bauffies CoRmission — vis: 

' .1 4 

the Hew York Btate Crime , Commission - the writer of this letter served 
as Soofficial Adviser to .that VoTmisslon,. through, mo ft., of... its., esist- 
ence, and .was- responsible for much of its legislation. 

- ; .It will- give us great pleasure to be of any service ©e. can 
to you .-and to cooperate 1 tot he fulled degree withGenerel CfesBings 
and- your self in the important work the' Department of Just ice ha© 
undertaken.:. '. :., • . ... . .\ 

. Vlhen X was. at Washington about two . weeks© ago,; £ had quite . 
a : long .talk with :.1£r» Soever .of the; Bureau of Investigation and made 
a suggest ion to hi® with regard to the control of pistols which I 
hope you will talk with him about , as it seems to me a suggestion 
that contains much promise for a successful coping with crime. 

Whenever you are in Hew York and can spare the time, X 

shall appreciate it if yon will arrange for me to confer with you;. 



Hon. Justin Mlllei 




tlhea 5 am next in Washington, I shall seek to see you so that 1 gay 
explain .to you a little isore fully what we are trying to- do and what 
we are actiially doing-.- .. 


yours sincerely, 
LAIRlfiNOiC VklLLisR 


Mim 








tney T&ylisy' 
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COURTNEY RYLEY (C OOPER 

Sebring, Florida^ ^ 

February | 

D e ar E&gar: 

I wonder if you could give this your ear 
attention and write me as fully as you care to about 
Mar kfe a t ^o n , the writer of this letter, is one pers 
on the1|©altimore Sun of whom I am sure as a friend, 


Mr. Nathan ... 3 
Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Baughman 
Mr. Clegg — ... 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Dawsey ... 

Mr. Egan 

glr. J'o^worth . 

Mr. GLavin 

Mr. 

Mr. Joseph .... 

Lester ..... 
Mr. Nichols.... 

Mj-^Qninn 

Mr. Scidlder ... 

Tamro 

Mr. Tracy. 




the whole setup looks like a favorable opportunity 
have a hand in getting an efficient, honest and cooperative 
Commissioner in Baltimore. 

Any ideas which you send me in confidence, will be 
passed on to Mark in the same manner of course, not as 


coming from you. 

: • J-* t> f 


Samezever 




RECORDED 

& 

INDEXED. 


^ jL 1 - ZlL—jhlQ. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
<gt S .Jyh RT i& NT OF JUSTICE 


I axp. enclosing a copy of the General's letter about the 
book, which, incidentally is getting off to a good start. 





n 

WE ATTORNEY GENERAL 



WASHINGTON 

February 6, 1937. 


Dear Cooper: 

I have just been reading your new book. 
It is a cracker, and keeps one stirred up from 
beginning to end, and, of course, that is one of 
the things at least that you had in mind. Indeed 
it is a remarkable book and I am actraordinarily 
pleased that you did me the honor of dedicating 
it to me. 


Thanks too for the generous inscription 
in your own hand. You express sentiments that I 
fully reciprocate. Come in and see me often. 










With warm regards, 
j r-OKfl Sincerely y$*lrs, 

'Wed. 

8 H 





Mr. Courtney Riley Cooper, 
1212 Fifth Avenue, 


ML 

\£ 1 ±- 
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New York, N. Y 



THE EVENING SUN 


Baltimore, Md. 

February 16, 1937. 


Mr. Courtney %ley Cooper, 

The Penthouse, 

1212 Fifth Ave., 

New York City. 

Dear Coopy:- 

Thank you for that pleasant letter. It encourages 
me to ask your advice in a local matter, which for the present 
I wish you would regard as wholly confidential. We may have a 
new Police Commissioner named in the near future. Well in advance 
of that date I want to carry a story or two about the ideal Metro- 
politan Police Force and, more realisticly, about what seems to be 
the best Police Force in a fairly large- city of the United States. 
What is the method of administration? What is the control and in 
general the operating program? If there is a particularly good 
police force in Toronto or Montreal I might get a story from there 
also . . - 

. But what I would greatly appreciate from you is a word of 
advice on which American cities actually have the greatest and most 
efficient police forces. Have you any judgments that would guide me? 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) M.W. (Mark Watson. 


Are you still t Sebring and how could I know? 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 



Dear/Clyde: 

Herewith is the manuscript aoout which I talked 
to you today. You will note that I have marked my sources 
on the margin, so that it should be easy to check, inasmuch 
as the only stuff which w a s gotten from the files was a 
little matter in the Wagner stuff. That came from the investigatl© 
reports on the surveillance and capture and confession. 


In checking this, will you please send your letter 
diragiaszxz directly to Edgarj Wheeler, Managing Editor, 
the < ^merican Magazine, 250 Park Avenue, New York, as 
we are late in making the deadline this month and it will 
be necessary to make the changes there in the office. 

Also I would like a carbon copy so that I will know what 
changes have been made. 

We are both sorry that we did not get to see you 
down here and also sorry that you and Edgar had rotten 


fishing. You guys always seem to pick the time of year 


, .when the weather is rotten, for it c.entainly_has_been— 

w for «. last fewt” \ e W-3' + '2a=H 
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S Y\ I shall be North, for about ten days or two weeks, 
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( \ beginning the week of March 31. and will, then clean T up 


, and will, then clean up 
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Editorial Rooms 




he Xmer ican Ma£azM e 

THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 




March 17, 1937 




. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

United States Dept, of Justice, ; 

Washington, D # C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover t 

Thank you very much for sending 
u/ the set of photographic copies of typical 
ctortion notes in connection with your article 
\ M oney or Your Djfe .* 1 Mr. Nathan forwarded 
"your suggested corrections of the article and 
I have just informed him that these corrections 
have been made. 


Mr. NatKasi 
Mr, T®lfioa 

Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Ceffoy 
Mr. Dawsey 
Msv'iiigan 
Mr. IfoTCWorth . 

. Glavin 
Mr. Haybo 
Mr. Joseph 
Mr. Lsatar 
Mr. Niohwla- - 

Mr. Quiiae 

Mr. SeWlder- 
Mr. Tamm — - 

V&*. Tracy 

Mi 00 Gandy-- 



Sincerely yours. 


EffsEB 
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250 Park Avenue 
New York 




■ 


March 17, 1937 



Mr. Harold Nathan 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Dept, of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Ha than: / 

Thanlc you for your letter 
containing corrections of the art ic leil f^Money 
or Your .Life by Mr. Hoover with Courtney^ 
_Ry lev^C o ope r . This is to let you know that 
the corrections have been made. 




EW:EB 


Sincerely yours. 



begorded I — . — — 
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EXED I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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y Panorama of Crim 

flKNE OF THE most startling of tl 
A 7 rent literary endeavors is. the 
"‘Here’s to Crime,” by Courtney 
Cooper, just published by Little, Brown 1 
fco. It. might be described as both a pano* 
Tamic and kale^SfHpTiS 'rtes^f the crime .] 

situation in^elJnited Ista 

If it J^ere not for hie sober statistics 
suppodmg Mr. Cjjfla wfk statements con-; 
cernjrig the prevalent of crime, the reader ^ 
might set his book Ao^vn as mere sen§a- j 
tionalism and alarmist propaganda. But 

when one ponders thepigures;shpwing;that j 

L~ i ■ a « ' si 


iersdns m ‘.thisj 
iung, wjB/une; j 
victimized J 
the major, j 

and:in|' 



three out of every spur 
country, unlesATfoey hie, 

Say find themsatas^ersi 
by crime of one or thej o 
classifications, the va'g 
heretofore felt becomes e! 
tense; - ' :* ' ! ' 

. v' r ■ •• , * »• i . 

Mr. sCpoper, a v competent ;:irivestigatOT^ 
and ^reporter, takes ‘up. .the; various classi-^ 
ideations of crime,- the *mpltijplied ;< ‘r ack^ts ” 3 
which flourish in American : v'»al 3 esy : mdv| 
traces the origin . and development bf ?eacii. v I 


seventy, inefficiency and sheer: crooked-; 
jin.ess iamong police, layr eriforcemen t i . ofn^; 
f-cers taking bribes offered hy-^ontVmW”'^ 
of the " underworld who themsei ves 
be - fated among ;the[. bdmmuni^^ 
gtfibuting'^^ 


I leaders— -ali^ , j, these 

growth _ and - spread of )• the . crime industry?, ij 
5 ^The f book’s . indictment »Vis^';"plainl|^ : 
:bf ought,, against the jvAole pubhc.j *%^4 
lesser .Melinauent ~ ^mighJ-anpnuh+i 

astounding prevalence _ 

cpimtiy;-VTKe public ;is if spo/abie becailsel. 
itfa’lone has ; the ^powlil tS^u|^|stppSbp| 
^"'-bpnditipns on 

&ipns which; peim% : ijfen and ' women ] 
llo gof fer ough a long iimtff lcrirtie Wi thout 

I'",. ‘f 

punishment : or series 

^ 

^•Federal £mticrk]|^ sue-,. .. 

:essfih;'; ! says' :Mr.^j|arp^^ 
reason ‘that the m^jfehirid the law’s drive" v; 
such -cases, can nen be \ 


r ‘tefment from,;thei ' 








| Mr. 

I Mr. Toitf }£._ t s , . . r , 
Mr. 

2 vir. Clegg; 
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%rf« i L' ‘ . 
J lVlr. Fo^orili ,J,;. 
I Mr. ; GJ avia ; 

j. Mr. ■. ' J «i sep it . . , 

i;Mr. ■■ Lester; : .-.CJ* 

•'Mr?; Q iUmV;. . 
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Mr.lVasy 
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submerged -areaf Tb 
^b^rnost ; Jpxiiri' 

Criminals [^who /‘earn 1 


America’s Biggest Business 
WS^cking, even horrifying, \^are 
sureejrnents on crime in America, mi 
<hy Courtney Riley Cooper, writet,jm& 
criminologist. 

. First, I says Mr. Cooper, , crime is 
America’s biggest industry, with 3,- 
500,000 persons making a living from 
law-breaking* • ’ \ 

' Second, only one out of four . Ameri- 
cans has a* chance to escape direct ef- 
fects pf major crime. 

‘! u "Since crime is a big business, ft "has* 
its tycoons; its moguls, its plutocrats. 
Criminals// especi^^.the; ; ‘‘master-; 
minds;”/ abS : ’ thte{ 
lie hotice^^ant J^f&';deman^ 
surroundings live. in. -They ^are. 


housed at 1 


rica’s finest hotels, thev 


go to the pes\ theaters,- ^fre^4^M % 
best .nigh’tl club\ -build or bux 
best siulnirbs. I THeir- / ‘/mollivi /are' 
cared forj-like •' mhe wives -Aof honest : 
.milli onaires.'/Thte -women of the miV 



any t such’ 
L about in; 

, weafv 


ifishiy.' 



ieiuary ui*| 

libnest men . and decent 

' < . ■> Jp ^ 7 v - J| 

f ' 5 Crime, . ; defl ares' M r Copper, rubs j 
: should ersy with/ respectability, v sits/ at 3 
athfefv same (table ~ with: jdecericy , shares| 
the; auplarie- cabin with /honest - busi-‘j 
fness; /men^ rooms f or • the; foulest tcif 


*fji ^Crim^- V satisfied 
|S^ep^fanf /alleys, slums; .and* **dens/ 
Crime f has.} found/; 

iaresenoe/if {hot; the. /cbmjis^ 
nf ^respectable, society Ithas,;tcr^ 

V* rn.al.riH: 


•j iTte it 
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COLBY COLLEGE 

WATERVILLE. MAINE 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SPEAKING 
Herbert Carlyle libby, processo r 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D.C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 


April 11, 1937 


L Mr. >?cfc3ian 








I/I c 


Sometime ago I read Mr. Cooper’s book, 

Xpressed my convictions in the public press 
widely circulated. I realized fully that some 
is highly objectionable, but so is everything 
felt that this was but a part of the picture Mr. Cooper painted.* 


Mr. Tolaon.i 

Mr. Baixglmnm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Downey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foinvorth 

Mr. Glavin . 

s 

Mr. Karbo 
Mr. Joseph , 

Ur. Lester 
Mr. Nichols \ 

Mr. Quina, 

’’Here ’s to Crime", |dhd ohUdor - 
that ; the book shouM Ir -He am — 
of the language in r ' J tlT§ l ° 5 book--- 
connected with crfifie^ a ®'i- 






I had the book ordered for out public library, but influential mem- 
bers of the book committee have judged it unfit for circulation. One of 
the members is an attorney of the orthodox type, another is a school man 
who gave his support to the introduction into Maine of pari-mutuel bet- 
ting . 

It is my wish to come to grips with such people who, I feel, are 
destroying the effects of all that Mr. Cooper has tried to do. b o.Iong as 
such information, couched in whatever language, is kept from the general 
public we shall keep on encouraging crime. 

It is asking a great deal of you, I know, but if you could furnish 
me some statement about the book and about crime in general that I could 
use in combatting this idea that we must keep matters like this "under 
cover** • it ^uld help the cause* I have advised " publicly that every min— 
ister, teacher, lawyer, and politician read the book, omitting nothing,- ^ 
and I want to help in my small way in what you and others are seeking to do 

Incidentally, .one of my sons is speaking an excerpt of an address 
on crime, which you recently delivered, before his schoolmates. 


f\ Cooper’s book makes me feel that we are all like the poor old lady 

* . . • - . 1 1 • -1 _ T * X. 4 -w-. n +• heiWfl n mY\ri 


who tried to sweep back the tides. I am Just hoping that we have improved 
T.Y^T-> +Vio width and strength of the broom.^’ 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
/ v ^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED/ 

DATLUtfiJLBY^^ 


WHO UilcU OU onvccp Iw'CAWXX — 

upon the width and strength of the broom .« 

Very truly yours. 




k"I 7 




& 






RECORDED 

& 

INDEXED. 




FEDERAL BUREAU CF INVESTIGATION 

1 APR 13 193 / /?. 

U.s. DEPAh! I.'IUT OF JUSTICE 








WESTERN UNION 




WM1 


59 Nb 



APR 141937 





':r " 



Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. Toloon.-H 

Mr. Bflugbmon ... 

Hr. Clegg 

Hr. Coffey 

Hr. Dows ey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . .. 

Mr^Glnvin 

. Karbo . 

?5r. Joseph . 

Mr. Lester 

£3a*. Nichols - — — 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Scliilder 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miaa Sandy 
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HOLLYWOOD CALIF 13 

CLYDE TOLSON ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF 

INVESTIGATION US DEPT OF JUSTICE 

DEAR CLYDE CHANGE ADDRESS TO CHATEAU MARMONT EIGHT TWO TWO 

ONE SUNSET BOULEVARD HOLLYWOOD STOP I SUPPOSE SPEEDBALLS 

BATTLECRY AT THE BALL GAME WILL BE STRIKE TWO KALAMAZOO AND 

THE SAME TO YOU STOP GEN ARRIVES TOMORROW ALL THRILLED OVER 

HER G MAN ADVENTURES ACROSS COUNTRY IN WHICH SHE VISITED AT 

THE GUS JONES HOME IN SANANTONIO BEST WISHES 

O 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER. 


~-£r cr f^ iL 



617AM 


EEOQKB®© 


ftOhRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

^B .16 JU 37 a.m. 

U' S. DEPART iVi£N 7 OF JUSTICE 
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• • . . ■ March 19* 1937 

' ' ■■'. ^ \/ > v v ^0 ■ 

Transcript of broadcast, of Courtney %ley Cooper over Station 
WABG, few lark City, Columbia. Broadcasting System, ii3Q PM, Jlarch- 19, 1937* 



n Xf I were vain enough I’d insist on talking about myself but I’ve 
got ail idea you' would rather hear about a very good friend of nine-. His has© 
is J. Edgar Hoover, you know, the head of the G-wan, But, before I toll you i 
about him I’d like to read a letter that was received hers just after the 
broadcast last week.' . To as it's the finest tribute to' th© Fisher Body Crafts- 
man Guild I've ever seen. This is the letter: ’Gentlemen* Can you possibly con- 
ceive the feelings i of. >. father whose only -boy could not have attended, collegia 
but who is "now & student at Purdue, thanka to the Guild. I wish all parents 
-.of competing boys could visualise th© picture in our horao on that never-to-be- 
forgotten night of August. 22nd, 1934. We Sat alone just' the Missus and myself. ' 

• The announcement came over the radio, the Fisher Body Craftsman Guild program.' 

. We listened intently, wordless. .We hardly dared breathe as the winners were 
'■announced. Then our boy's name v waa -called • I frankly admit that tears came 
into our eyes, our throats sere filled. I finally cleared say throat enough 
'tO' shy "ha won". Then the aoor burst open as neighbors rushed in, the tele*' 
phone rang incessantly, th© word passed quickly' along th© street, "Robert wen, 
s Robert won", I believe that if dll parents had sat with us thSt night they 
would fealiae that this is oae contest where Johnnie wins If he loses. Sin- 
/Cerely yours, Louie F. Heilman, Indianapolis, Indiana. ' . Thank you for that 
. ‘''fine letter Mr. Heilman. And now, fellows, let me tell 'you about the head of 
~ the Federal Bureau of Investigation, J. Edgar' Hoover. ..To -ay aind there is a 
. real bo^s* man. He’s dose everything la life that a boy would like to do. ; 

; For instance you may think ho got to be head of the G-men through some sort of 
magic, I’ll tell you what kind of magic it was, just good old fashioned herd 
work, and sticking to an. Ideal and never losing sight of it; He wanted to he - 
/‘ms, lawyer so he worked, his way through school and ''earned hi a degree.. ' After that 
. 'he got a job as a. clerk in -the 'United States Department of Justice and as he 
• • earned promotion after promotion he hung tq an ideal which had come to him. . 

He had decided that if he could over bs head of the Federal Bure-u of Investi- 


gation' which you know is a part of the Department of Justice he would build’ up- 
a lew enforcement- body of persons with the Bams ideas as 'h®. hast, young son who 
wanted to ba part of the greatest tiling of tho kind in tho world, and all- boys 
at hftdrt. that I mean is that no matter how old a man my grow in this Federal 
Bureau of Investigation he always loves th® things boys lev© , He’s got en— 
thusidam and eagerness, aid a love for thrills and excitement and 'fair play. ■ 

Mr . . Hpov©r’s idea i® that G-men should be as good sport's as th® criminal is a 
poor (sport*'" Dillihgef , ; and Baby FeceHelson, and Alvin Karpis, and all those 
persons whom Mr. Hoover calls public rets deserve the esa© bccausa they were 
such rotten sports. They never believed in giving the other fellow a -chance* 
They were the sort who would shoot a man in the back and rob a women, that’s * 
your usual criminal. But gpa G-men are good sports.'' How for instance you 
-never heard of a G-aan shotting a criminal unless that criminal had actually 
drawn a gun on his and mo ready to pull the trigger*. It takes on awfully 
brave mn and ah awfully good sport to b© able to do a thing like that. 


And the idea runs all the my through the G-man organisation Be n 
Good Sport J If you have to work long hours to keep America 'free- from th© 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED NotKEcowa® 


DATE R ^l4h v>te\b MQ <f -J 


m- • 




i - !; 


jE'^ rL - 



v' ^ • 


s.^"v 


r .of kidnapers epA beak robbers, all right, be a good apoft ami by 


doing so got your wn. And in youri&jurs of play be a good sport too. But 
the finest thing of all is that every G-man likes boye, especially Mr, Hoover, 
The Ij^ppicst part of 'his job is the reading of tho tfceus&asls of letters fros 
boyb^ll over Africa . telling Ms that they want to be G-aon -when they are’ 
grown, that’s groat stuff for him. The young fallow who wests to be a \ 
G-man is going to. think right end act right end she that hie companions do 
the- seme thing. Ho is a leader. He id the kind of e boy who will teach other 
fellows that criminals 'are a pretty cheep sort, that they lend dirty filthy 
lives? that . they aro cowards and bum sports. You know I’ve, been thinking '* 
about this coach building- contest of the fisher Body Craftsman Guild,’.. It 
. seeae to m that being# G-sa.n id. a lot "like building one of those coaches . 

In the first place you’ve got to have 'inspiration and thdh you've got to have 
concentration, be able to gat. right down to the Job and stick to it* for in- 
. stance when the G-nen caught Hauptmann, the Lindbergh kidnaper, there wasn’t 
-any luck to it. They had worked- day. and night for weeks and months tracing 
down every little blue until they finally got their ®an* 'That's concentration, 
■And you’ vo got to -know how to, us© your head and your k&nfte at 'the seme time,.- 
You ace Mr, Sbover knows everything about his %aoa and every' job they have 
. ever had, The result is that when bo wants to catch b certain -criminal he 



sands out men who can use their bends and their hand© to do the Job, from 
-flying airplanes to .playing in an orchestra, AM that reminds me. One tine 
Sr. Hoover had to catch & criminal who lived deep' in the- Kentucky Mountains, 

'Sole sent a certain G-men in there and the first thing this G-ffim krxm 'fee 
, had been taken prisoner by the crook's father and a bunch of men in n mountain 
cabin*- They weren’t going to let him go. The G-man didn’t pull a guh or try- 
to bluff his way out* He had taoro sense. Instead he saw c violin on the mantel- 
piece cabin and asked if they minded -if. ho played it,- Im mo he -knew 

%that mountain people like* anaic., .’Wsl you car, play ; it. if you went to, but we 
.-'don’t like high faintin' stuff, the old awn said. And the Gwsj&a Just grinned' 

~ and picked up that fiddle, fie didn't play any high faintin' stuff either; he' 
just loaned down on that bow and lot fly with such! things ao Irish. Washwoman*. 

' *urkey- : in the Straw, end the Arkansas Traveler, and that stuff,, you know, eey 
yah to da 'to. .... Well sir, that gong- began to twitch its feet, clap it's 
hands, arid squirm around, shako end bob its heads, and pretty soon the old man 
got up and said ’Well sir, young feller, you sure play right purt on that 
fiddle. And you’ve been such p dern good sport Ida goirs' to make that boy of 
•alnt .';®urrender to yuh end plead guilty*. AM he did. That's the way it is S. 
with 'the G-men, Their brains are working every ninute nnd sc are their bands 
if necessary. And they stick to a thing and have ideals and want tsf.be the 
best men of their sort in tho business. > And above all they never give up. , 

c • ■ ' * ., 

4*w * wonder if you ranenber a crook named Bill /Mahan,, Ho was the fellow 
who kidheped that fine young George Weyerhaeuser out in Tacoma a couple of 
.years ago. It took the G-men eleven months to get him but they got him and 
it’s a great story* You see, the G-saon chase c mn if chasing everything about 
him, hia habits, his likes, hie dislikes hi# friends, bin enemies, his .'peculiarities 





They ask questions of everybody. Well, sir, when they started after Bill 
Mahan they talked to acre than twohhougacd persons j they learned everything 
there was to know about hill Sehah and finally he showed up In Los Angeles 
and passed some ransom money. The G-men got wind of it and less than eighteen 
hours later they caught him in San Francisco more th?.n five hundred mile's* 
away. I'll tell you how they did it* They knew every little peculiarity v 
he had. So they felt half way sure from th® description given by various 
persons around the bank that this was Bill Mahan. They asked questions about 
the car he was driving, Nobody knew th® sake or the license number but the 
O-sen pieced together information from a bunch of, persons and determined * 
that it ass an old automobile of a certain make. How they felt the trail 
. was getting hotter because in looking up everything about ifahan they had 
discovered that ho never used anything but old oafs. So they went to the 
license bureau, but they didn't have to look through all the licenses, just 
the ones for old cars like this*. And suddenly they stopped at •some- long neaje 
v that wasn't Mahan's at all, but' they stopped just the same, Boenuse they wore 
so familiar with this man's writing that they would know it anywhere no matter 
what kind of an alias ho used. Now they had the license number, but they 
had the whole Pacific Coast to search. Bill Mahon was running sway and running^-. 
s bard, the' G-men cam* ffora everywhere,, by motor car, train, air-plane; they 
searched city after city but they only searched certain parts, because in 
, learning everything about Mahan they had learned that he never stayed in a 
good section of town, that fee never used 'garages' nor parked hisi care on the 
streets, but always in the cheapest kind of parking lots. And .so ' they only 
Searched the parte of cities that matched up with: these peculiarities. And 
c - surely enough in n parking lot In San Francisco Mr. Hoover’s G-Men found that 
>cer end they found Bill Mahan and they sent him to prison for 45 years. So 
don’t let anybody tell you that crime is a- smart ;way of making & living. There 
V is something' a whole lot smarter. To so shape yojur lives and live up to your 
. ideals that you can say to yourself ’Why I’m the kind of a fellow who would make 
'' good hi one' -of J. Stgar Hoover's G-Men*. And to my mind there’s nothing finer,” 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Dear Mr* Hoover: 

0 For your information, M r^ Courtn ey Riley^ 

Cooper contacted me recently, at which time he made 
inquiry as to the date the Federal Bank Robbery Sta- 
tute went into effect and, during my conversation with 
him, I learned that Mr. and Mrs. Cooper are now resid- 
ing at the Chateau Marmont, 8221 Sunset Blvd. in Holly- 
wood, .California, their telephone number being Holly- 
wood 2911 .- 


I thought you might be interested in this 
change of address. 


jhh/el 
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, May 16, 1937, 


Mr. M, M, Levand, 
President, . 

The Wichita Beacon, 
Wichita, Kansas, 

Dear Mr, Levand* 



I received your very kind letter of May 7, 1987, 
and I do want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in writ- 
ing as you did concerning the invitation which you so kindly 
extended to me to visit Wichita. - 


1 as convinced that such a trip would be most en- 
joyable, and this realisation makes it quite difficult for me 
to find that 1 must defer my intended visit to Wichita for the 
immediate present, ' 


However, because of certain other commitments which 
I had previously made and some cases which are shortly to come 
to trial, I find that my engagements for the next several 
months will be pretty well set, but I do intend and hope in • 
the not too far distarit future to pay your section of the 
country a visit, because It is a part of the country I would 
like to see, and even more than that, there are many folks 
living there who have been real friends to the Bureau, includ- 
ing your good self, whom I would like to say hello to person- 
ally and thank them for their fine cooperation and understand- 
ing of our problems. 

• • * ' , ' * 

Consequently, I do want to feel that I, have a "rain 

, 1 check" on the invitation which you extended. to me, and hope .y, 
’ that I will' be able to utilize it not later than next fall* 




I 



« With expressions of my very best regards and gll 

•>. good wishes, I am 


cc - Kansas City 


Sincerely yours, 
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May 19, 1937. • 

MOQEBB23D Cj if - J * '2 & m H f^t \ ■ 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

Chateau Maraont 
8221 Sunset Boulevard, 

Hollywood, California. 

v Bear Ryleyt- 

> . . ^ I have just received your note and the copy 

of the editorial entitled "Funny ‘Figgers*," which appeared 
in the Memphis Commercial Appeal on April 20th. I think the 
editorial speaks for itself. It is rather novel for an 
'' editorial writer to complain about mention of the serious 

crime condition which confronts our country. 



CT: ACS 


. ' I do hope that Gen and you are thoroughly enjoying 

your stay in California. I have been hoping that the situa- 
. ttom that, 1 might get out for a short 

time and am still looking forward to the possibility of such 
n a trip late in June. 

\/\ With kindest regards to you both. 


Sincerely, 

*90* s '°” ,or 


I, Mr- Nntbim 

i SSr. To), sen 

Mr. Bauglinisa I 

Mr. CIe£g ; 

Mr- CoSoy • 
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? ” s ' GHHTEHU fDHfifDOnT 

8221 SUNSET BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD, LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 

May 12-37 

Dear Clyde: 

f I Have been delayed on this because of the fact 




that I had to do a rewrite on it. 

Can you shove it through as quickly as possible and 
let me know here by airmail, so that I can send in 
corrections on it? 

Have been up to my eyes in work and have not been 
at) le to write. Will try to do so in a few days. 
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Dear ;Ryley:ll?l.V Af y y ■•:'>" .'••.•:/“V;\- •', y; 

'•: .A^Ayy Pledae be advised that the draft of the story 
v entitled "Crime 1 s Boomerang? has been reviewed end liheyy 
. follbwing Mnor suggestions have been indicated: 


’ ; ; .y'y With regard to the reference on page five, yy AA 
, y7y ." A'. ".A : indicating that $2,800y000.ih cash, bonds, and ’other V; : ' V ' 

■ - ■ ■ ‘ ' , flecwltie8;’,v9TO- <t aotied' . in the robbery of the first ; ,;c 

Rational Bank v ,.at Lincoln, Nebraska,- the file shows that y *,•£.• 
, tie.' . sum netted • was |1 ,042, 000 . : 7 Ity night, be well to show ;;y 
. . this iafVypvdr^ . : •■-yA 

y&yy. '% ■ * on page eighteen, /reference is' made to • the, Ay:. ' 

v. Chief of Police of t St Petersburg, Plori«te. y The file .r" *■!'.: •• ' 

• : indicates that the officer in question was the Captain •> y . 

* it of Police of the St; Petersburg Police DepertKenti -. ' - : yy" 

..... y '**'t •;'• '••'.* Ay 7 It has been indicated that possibly the. last y 

. paragraph- of the : story should, be amended, possibly to, ' A \ y : y. 

I -.rtf • '■ 'eliminate i.tbe" -reference to Doris Broun*. '•■*- ' ■-••-■ .■-:'■■■?; •■■■■ y 

ft . ■ % » 
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MjV CwcFc-yr’ - 

... j t; ■ ’ .... 

j 'Z$r*. •.5>aWa*2r 
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'. > : *-t‘. This confirms your conversation with Clyde: on'-. ••;.> 

j... Wednesday evening, v : y 


. .... iv •> 



• ■- -*i .. > - i*. i 

Mr r 5>nbitfep?si;i V ‘ •'* 

]f‘ *'■* ’’*■ 

: Mr- - Scbsl^sz -i*'? 



’’i3«A5 : &s a» 


‘ Mr. Tsimr. 

. Mr. lbr«c(y- 

AIR MIL 'MA-: - '• 

| ' . special- delivery y;- ; •; 

I 




,-q : v y^ . . Li 


1 V : 


i , • 


* .V, ,J ‘ 







JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


4, 

•*==L 
5 ’ s 
3 1 






EAT:RP 


^Federal bureau of Jfituestigattan 
United states department of Huatxce 
fflaoljmgton, 59. <£. 

May 19, 1937 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 




Nai'tan . . 
Mr. T-Ison... 
Mr. r , r?.u"hmcLn . 

Mr. CVsgg.. 

Mr. CoZoy 

Mr. Dc^say 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . . 

( 

rlr. Giavin . 

Mr. Earb? . 

Mr. Joqzl**a 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Nichols . ... 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Qcaildsr 

Mr. Tairun 

|j Mr. Tracy 

| Mi co Gcacy 


I believe that the two comments made by Mr* Chipman- 
\^in the attached memorandum on f^rley Cooper’s article entitled 
XljCri me 1 s Boomer ang " > are meritorious and should be suggested to 
fr. Cooper. ' 

I personally am dubious of the last paragraph. I 
wonder about the advisability the Director commenting upon the 
sensibility of Doll's wife obtaining a divorce and doubt the 
desirability of a gratuitous statement that Doll was not worthy 
of a 11 legitimate 11 woman's love./ I don't think that it is well 
to assume too much of a "holieij than thou" attitude in material 
of this kind which is intended /primarily for fiction readers. 

I believe that the last paragraph should be rewritten some other 
way to just dissolve Doris Brown out of the picture. 


Very truly yo 



E. A. Tamm. 



* 


/ 


Ul 

RSCORDET5 OMt 
indexed 


HFRdh 1 ^ V ia dvQi45 


i\4Sb^5 


9 , 




FEDERAL CUh'cAU OF !i;VL'V r !GA7ION 

MAY 21 f937 p - M « 

u. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


A> 


¥ 




FILE 


J 


£> & 

<V 



"V 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
_ DIRECTOR 
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literal Surest* of Unwsttsaiton 
United §tatns Iteparinrott of Suatire 
]HaaIfitt0ton, i. C. 

May 19, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM 



I reviewed the article entitled "Crime's Boomerang," pre- 
pared by Courtney Ryley Cooper, and noted the following inaccuracies: 

1. The file indicates that the robbery of the First National Bank, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, netted money and securities in the amount 

of $1,042,000. It is noted that on page 5 of the article the 
figure "$2,800,000" is mentioned. 

2. The last line on page 18 refers to the "Chief of Police of St, 
Petersburg" as the officer participating in the apprehension 
of Doll, when, in fact,- the officer was the Captain of Police 
of the St. Petersburg Police Department. 

Other than the above, the article is substantially accurate. 

With reference to the first item of Mr. Joseph's memorandum, 
regarding Doll’s origin, there is a statement by Doll in the parole 
report to the effect that when he was 16 years of age he served a year 
in jail for some crime which he would not enlarge upon. This probably 
accounts for the material on page 4. ” 

With reference to the fourth item of Mr. Joseph's memorandum, 
the file indicates that Doll was married at 39 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, and therefore the material on page 10 of the article appears to be 
correct. 


In addition to the above two outlined- inaccuracies, your atten- 
tion is directed to the material on page 19 of the article which begins 
as follows: "It was not long before a stream of crime began to pour 
over the full lips of Eddie Doll — , etc." This is pointed out for con- 
sideration as to whether it is advisable that such a statement concern- 
ing Doll's various confessions should be publ ished . 


V' 
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iFrlirral tgurrau of Jnuratigattmt 
United §tatea Department nf Knattre 
Dfctatff ngiott, D. ©. 

May 17, 1937 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Mr. Nathan - ■ 

Mr. Tclooti-.* — -•*— { 

Mr. Bsttftofl® I 

! Mr. Clcgtf — j 

! Mr. Coffey » 

Mr. Dewcey 

Mr. Ega» 

I Mr. FoOTorth — 

Mr. Glavin 

t Mr. Kart'' * 

I Mr. Joaep^ — — * * 

j Mr. 

Mr. Nichols- 
! Mr. Qnin»— - — 

I Mr. flohad«r,-..— ■■ 
Mr. Taiaao — r 
Mr. Trcw . - • ■ 
Miss Ctan&*— ■ 


"CRIME'S BOOMERANG" by J. Edgar Hoover with Courtnepr- 

Ryley Cooper, has been reviewed and the following inaccuracie&"“''~ 
or changes have been noted: 
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Page 4 - Paragraph 1 — This paragraph gives origin 
of Doll and shows him beginning his criminal career 
at fifteen years of age. Nothing in the file has 
been noted to substantiate this information. However, 
it is not believed that the information contained 
therein will materially affect the accuracy of the- 
article. 

Page 5 - Line 1 — This sentence shows the robbery of 
the First National Bank at Lincoln, Nebraska, to which 
the sentence apparently refers, netting $2,800,000.00 
The sum netted in this robbery as reflected from" the 
file is $1,042,000.00. 

Page 7 - last paragraph — reflects a fight between 
two underworld characters, one of which was- Ed Foley, 
over remarks the other made about a girl. There is 
no tiling in the file that reflects this information. 

Page 10 - paragraph 4 — States that Foley and his wife 
were married on lower 5th Avenue. There is no informa- 
tion in the file to substantiate this. 


4 ^ 


Page 11 - paragraphs 4 and 5 — Relate remarks made by 
the bank robbers at the Blue Ridge, Texas bank hold-up 
to the effect; that they wished the young couple they 
took as hostages "Luck." The file does not substantiate 
this. However, it is believed that the inaccuracies- 
noted on pages 7, 10, and 11 do not materially alter 
the facts of the case. 
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Page 18 - last line — Refers to the Chief of Police 
of St. Petersburg. The file refers to the Captain of 
Police of St. Petersburg. 

Page 19 - paragraph 4 — Shows statement made by Foley's 
wife to the effect that if he had done anything wrong 
he should not deny it. The file does not substantiate 
this statement. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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I talked to Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper on the night of Wednesday, May 19th. 

He stated he is leaving California on June 5th and would be in Washington 
soon after that time. He plans to stop in Denver and will be there on the 1 
morning of June 7th. I had occasion to talk to the Denver Division on other 
matters and told them to afford any courtesy to Mr. Cooper when he reaches 
Denver. 



Clyde Tolson. 
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°°«DJU^y - 5 " 2-c^O 1 

Mr* Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
r~— - Chateau Marmont, 

8221 Sunset Boulevard, 

> Hollywood, California* 


Dear Ryley t 


Your letter dated May 21, addressed to Clyde, 
has been called to my attention. 

- - t . . . . 

With reference to the last paragraph, I still , 
am of the opinion that it should be amended j otherwise, 
it might be open to criticism as being a little drastic* 

I believe this paragraph' could 'well be deleted 
from the story, or the following might be ; substituted?- ’ 

"No matter how much Eddie Doll may pace his 
cell in the silence of Alcatraz and wish for ’what 
might have been, * he can never repair . the broken 
hearts and disillusionment left in the wake of his 
depredations*. Even though persons like Eddie Doll 
lie and twist and squirm by promises and protesta- 
tions of future good behavior, the experiences of t 
their lives mast be remembered if society is to be 
protected from crime* e boomerang*" ■'■/■■■■ 
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_Mr . Harho j air. Joseph 

_Mr . Foxworthar. 

_Mr . Doneganj m*. wiobois 

_Mr . RennehejbgeR-jfao! 

_Mr . Jos eph | m*. sch2d«* 

personnel Fi : i l Te s a, S e e t i-on - 

_Files Section 1 - T:racT 

"Miss Sheaf fir* 30 Qaadf 


Mr. Coffer ...... 

Mr. DawSey ... 

Mr. Egafl 

Mr. Fotnsrortii . 
Mr. Gievna ..... 


See Me 


For Appropriate Action 


Send File 


Note and Return 



GHHTEflU fllHRmonT 

‘ 8221 SUNSE7T BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD, LOS ANGELES , CALIFORNIA 


r May 21-37 

Dear Clyde: / 

I have received your- letter regarding the 

changes in the EddieWDoll story. These have been made. 

^ — 

The last paragraph was fixed in this way, by 
changing it to read: 

*' As for Doris Brown, this Bureau has not presumed 
to invad..; her actions or her thoughts since her husband T s 
conviction. This , however, the F.B.I. does know: Lie 
and twist and squirm by promises and protestations of tufa 
future good behavior as persons like Eddie Doll are prone 
to do in seeking easy freedom, this man is not and never 

was wortfcy of a ’’legitimate!" woman s love no matter 

how much he may pace his cell in tne silences of Alcatraz^ 
and wish for ’•what might have been./ 
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Mr. Egan / 
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Miss Gandy 



HE ooaDSB 
& 
isjd; 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGaI !U 

MAY 27 S 937 A. M. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


ror 






FILE 




X, h 7 ~~ Y' 


.dWr 









JHMjjpiF . ' 


40 


0'8t> 




O' - .■ 

■ C:A-\ 


<*»* • A Vy ■ ■ : 

7.- 


; /> 77 ' 

7; 


24, 1937, 

HEREIN K . 

■re ■ #?/•! 

ti c. 

iEMQMHDUM FOR MR. 1*01 gg 


W,v^ i 
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77: Mr*- Cooper hsgias his book as reflected la this condensation 

”Bvery time the clock ticks off a minute end a half, there is e 
robbery 7 burglary, hold-up,. theft, or embezzlement somewhere in 
the United States*”. It is no wonder that © convict calls himself .. 
a "loser” ndt a law violator, because it is i'sre that a "loser” 
pays for hi# deeds crime by crime. In order for a,, criminal to be 
successful in committing crimes Eddie 9©nts explained that "You 
gotta have help. " It may be necessary to have a place to cool off. 
One sucL place was known in Kansas City and was controlled by John ‘ 
basio.. As p !>r6tty ; Boy” llc^rd had escaped prosecution in his native 
community of Oklahoma so tho' Xai^is-Barker sob escaped punishment 
through political aid* fKafpis . had contributed 16500 to a mayoralty . 
camplign. It was generally known that one of the main hang-outs 
was at a night club hear. Toledo.! "Baby Face” Kelson stated that he 
•Md a- police chief oh ••bte^pag^ll at IlGOQ^a month. This permitted 
.him a safe community: ih which to live and: to get rest.. 

jjfher.e was the case of Johnny the Guy whose -name wag- fictitious 
who operated with a political hauchmisn and ran his district as he 
desired. Johnny, . who was in the ' taxi business was the friend of 
the: poor person and always • appeared when a poor family was suffering. 
At -the funeral of a dead member he frequently supplied taxi cabs 
to take those who did not otherwise have means of. transportation to 
the funeral. Johnny 's work was successful larSnonetary term® until ' 
finally ini order to maintain his position some henchman killed an’ 
apparent intruder. Johnny knew too much and was accordingly disposed 
•of by members of. his gang. ... ' 7 _ p ■ ft [u, f) . /, 

'7 RECORDEf) & INDEXED ,L T : ..^Z 7 

\ Al Capone's crime organisation was handicapped .by. the 
determination of Herbert Hoover, who, when he became President, ’ 
determined to remove A1 Capone as a symbol of ^^b^hderwbrld. 
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..-Xu' ane#er the ■ fueebion ^Shy AXcatroa?® Hr* Coop©? . . ■•' : '•" 

expounds. 'the theory that such a prison is ttecessery to order to.. ■ 
pl&ee erislnals la a prison 1 where it would not b@ poepible for 
bhesa to. buy their w% m& &t$®ck thoir escape a a apparently v • ; 

had, been eastosary in mmerous Instances whoa prisoners. 'bss& been . V ■> 

. iachroera'ied .ip local end state prisons. 

. The public «&y believe, when the Pnited States doTera’ii^nt 
through the Q~Wm began a cmpB ign against las/ violation on a 
national ancle, that ' they era' advocating « Satlbml Police, but 
ea$ one. who- knows Waebington realises there is nothing which the 
laves tlgative- forces of the United States; Sovferaaent fear 'so- gtwcb ■ 
m aueis # essjseiga. H . '.. ' • ■ " . /•• '. :• ; 

dfberever ; th© integrity of the police break® down, their 
relationship with .eriaeat ter® boeostea too often purely that of & 

‘ gaiae— einnsre t&k»;hll « *: ' j ; ••; , ' • • 

After the. death of im Special Agent's -of th# J 25 I at th® 
hands of 'sp&by fee © 0 Selison# Ur. Soovor ©t M's desk is .quoted -as 
saying, "Of 'Course, I*» bitter, By ley. But I asr.nptr bo bitter at 
th© men' . who ' ©c tseXiy killed- Hollis ash Sea. they were the Iris tmaenis 
of ■ft.'systm.v, 'It*©. the' .rats- who hide behind, such’ men es-B&by Fee© 
holSon who pro vide- the reel three t^ihe fellow® who'pretspd; th«y f ra 
.honest, but #hbls^o ®.von ©ore .ratten then the .gangsters iheaesivae? 
lawyers, and Is&sdtors, and Md®*-but- eenerei renegade politician©, 
fellows in • le#i'^^ 03 ss<«ji»ht'' who forget • their- oaths, fudges who release .- 
murderers © ft probation, for' no apparent. 're® son, sob-sinters who work • 
night sM day to’chsag# prison- bars into putty, .th sy*r© the ones 
Who .’killed -Foilis-; &v4 Sisk* " / ' ." .■•■•' 

. The- .author .surest# that Bar 'Aseoei&tlo&s. eweken-'to the feet- . 
that they th#8ic®lv©s &l»Quld vigilantly 'datormtne tU# quell V of " 
parsons who sr© to- . Serve' .m of fleers of the court, the 'legal .profession 
•will than regain -mehot the rephte- it bee lost* As. advaac®. could 
■be nedft’jLn the mtpr'&mmt '4t -lee ly replacing elective, offices 
©ith Mghly.- trained earner 'sen in a stela police free ' of political 
domination * . I# 'is . detrimental -toward, tha enfbrccfsent of l$.ts to hev# 

■e district- 1 -attorney • replaced at regular intofv&Xa, destroying' 
frequently ' the ?pbAa,' of procedure; and. eccomplislBsente of. c predecessor. 

; On© of the scandals -of parole, la thet of ©to. toe which provide 
the release; of . prisoners ©a doadibion that they 'leeve the state* . 

’ those p®rs0n«.'.who ar© given freedom' should accept responsibility. 




If ©, eriainol ■does . mt Xtoa up 'to hie parole premises hs 
be proaesutsu.. Mr. '%Xaystntor B ih»ro is nothtog wrong 
iheory 'of.. paj“®l*> ’hot it® practice to too «ny, state® has 
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Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



May 24,-1937. 


re: Request_of Mr. John^Dung^n, Assistant 

Editor , American Magazine. 



Mr. Baughman ..._™ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey ... 

Mr. Dawsey . 

Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Foxworth . 

Mr. Glav ; n 

Blr. Harbo 

Mr. Jooeph 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Quinn . 

Mr. Scbilder. 
^rT^Tamm 
Mr. Tracy J 
Miss Gandy. 


Mr. Tolson advises that Mr. Dung<$n is a special article 
writer for the American Magazine; that he is of ’"good 
reputation, and held in high regard. 

Mr. Tolson inquires if he should make an apptm. with Mr. 

Dung^n for the Dirocto^ ^pQRMATlON CONTAINED 

st 




(Mr. Johnson has been advised with regard to the spelling 
of Mr. Dungin' s name, and informed that he must get the 
correct spelling, telephone numbers and .addresses of per- 

& j FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. fltPAf/5MEN7 of justice 




Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




AMERICAN MAGAZINE 


Page 2. 


Edgar/Wbeeler, Managing Editor 
Sumner/XBlossom, Editor 

Mabel 'Hording, Assoc 5.ate Editor 
Albert%enj amin " 

Hubert^Celley " 

Albert j^efcourte. Art Director. 

'X 




Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Record of Telephone Call or Visitor, 



Referred to Miss Gandy 

Details: Stated that he i3 running an article 

in the American Magazine called/^ Vtmerica* s 
I nteresting People " and would like to include 
an article on Mr. Hoover and his Secretary. 
Would like to arrange an interview with the 
Director. Is staying at the Washington Hotel 
and will be in after 12 o* clock and after 3:30. 
Asked to be called. 


& j 

INDEXED. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

JUN f iiS? PoMo 

u. s. department of justice 
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Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE- 

Record of Telephone Call a .ipps-i tor. 

1937 . 


May;:247 


Time 


9 8 25 AM. 


Name 


John tiunkan 


Mr. Nathan 

Mr :0z 

Mr. Baugh man_ 
Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Coffey 



Mr. Dawsey_ 
Mr, Egan 


Mr, Foxworth 
Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Harbo 



r. Joseph 


,Klelnkauf_ 
Mr. Lester 


Mr. Nlchols_ 
Mr. Qulr.n 


Adiat. Editor Of the American Magazine, teie 
Referred to . . 


Mr. Schi Ider 

e) 

Mr, Tracy 
Mlp Candy_ 


zf 


Details. stated that he is running an article 

in the American Magazine called "America* a 
Interesting • People? and would like to include 
an article on Mr. Hoover and his Secretary. 
Would like to arrange an interview with the 
Director* Is staying at the Washington Hotel 
and will be in after 12 o* clock and after 3:30. 
Asked to be called. 
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Editorial Rooms 
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The American Magazine 

THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 


June 2, 1937 



Mr. NflvcUan .. 

Mr. Tolcon. 

Mi-. Baughman ... 
Mr. Clegg... 

Mr. Coffey ... 

Mr. Daweey . 

Mr. Egan 

Er. Foxworth 

Mr. GIr.vfca . 
frlr. Harbo . 

Mr. Jo^spli^ 

Mr. fester 

Nichols . y 
Quinn. VIH. 

Mr. Schilder 

All. T amm 

Mr. Tracy 

«sdss Gandy. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am sorry that I was unable to 
talk wiih you while in Washington list week. You 
may be acquainted with a section of the American 

■which we callX'-America's Interesting People , h 

In it we include pictures , and short” capti"5ErsTof 
persons engaged in unusual activities. We sought 
your permission to photograph and interview your 
feminine secretary for this purpose. 

I shall follow your suggestion 

sind arrange with your office "a day or so" in 

advance for this interview when I next plan to 

visit Washington. 
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Dr* Charles Henry Fletcher , 
6748 South Peoria Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


.. Dear Dr* Fletcher* 

lour letter of June 7, 1937, with enclosures, 
'.>;chas been received. In which you request a copy of the 
CPT. v- ^Identl fication Order on George Robert Galor* 

- O ^ c , .%%% 

v -" l^dei^ha® not been prepared and issued on this individual. 

-/« . 4'- 

V;- '' I as pleased to know that you enjoy/ the articles 

O <r^ concerning this Bureau which a^e appear ing^ in the American 
''' Kagaaine* v - ; 


I am sorry to advise that ,f$ Identification 


:9G 
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CHAHlis HENRY F1ETCHER 
' ' GRAFHO -ANALYST ' 
6748\South. Peoria Street 
"Chicago, 111. 


June 7th, 1937. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 


Jus± finished reading your article in the May issue of 
Ther American Magazine, m . great one that should interest 
many who I trust will learn a lesson from it. 

Many months ago I felt the need of something to head off"'- 
as it were, just such type of person ( perhaps not as clever) 31. <5-3 
by rendering to executives a type of service of which I 
had made a special study. 

. . ‘ i 

This type of service was needed and is now being accepted 
by many corporations and their executives.., 



I 

In view of the fact that my work deals with Character 
Traits, will you kindly send me Identification Order issued 
on George Robert Galor, of whom you wrote? I have been able 
to verify many traits in the ones sent to me in the past and 
this one should be very interesting to check up on. 

As I get the American Magazine each month, I shall await 
with interest your next articles^Wa r on Extortionists," . 



n< Thanks again for your wonderful co-operation. 
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HEAD G-MAN WARNS 1 
OF NATION’S CRIME 

l <■ 

Forty-one Millions Stolen Daily By Crooks In 
America With Over Four Million Criminals Plying, 
‘Trade' { - Edgar Hoover Reveals Astounding Facts 


By ALLEN DIBBLE 
United Press Staff Correspondent 
WASHINGTON, June 19 (U.P.)— J. Edgar Hoover, di- 
rector of tHe Federal Bureau of Investigation, has urged 
the nation to “accept a gauntlet thrown down by more than 
4,300,000 persons who have chosen to defy our laws.” 

“The crime drmy threatens three 
persons out of every four in our 
United States,’ bringing about a 
succession of .crime so magnitu- 
de ous that a felony occurs every 
'24 seconds,’' the chief G-man said. 

' He estimated the nation's annu- 
al crime bill at $15,000,000,000, or 
$28,500 per minute, $41,040,000 a 
day. i 

“It seems inconceivable,” Hoov- 
er continued, “that in a country as 


advanced as America eacli setting 
sun should look down upon a daily 
toll of some 36 lives taken at the 
hands of the underworld — one such 
murder being committed every 40 
minutes.” 

Major Crime Total Millions 

Hoover said records of the bu- 
reau for 1936 revealed 1,333,626 
“major” crimes in the nation, in- 
cluding 33,242 murders and man- 
slaughters, 7,881 criminal assaults, 
55,660 robberies, 47,534 aggrevatecl 
assaults, 278,823 burglaries, 716,674 
larcenies, and 213,712 ’ automobile 
I thefts. 

“In analyzing the cost of crime 
a little, further,” he pointed out, 
“we find that it means a burden 
borne by each and every individ- 
ual of $10 every month. 

“Our greatest need in America 
today is a new type' of mental vig- 
ilance on the part of our citizens, 
who will study conditions and who 
will realize that there cannot be 
safety from the depredations of 
the vast criminal underworld un- 
less this safety is insured by the 
combined efforts of all right-think- 
ing persons. 

Sets Twofold Goal 

“Our citizens must become not 
only foes of corruption and ineflfi- 
ciency but the strong right arm of 
the honest law enforcement offi- 
cer.” ' 
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TPECCKDsai. 

Mr. 'Courtney Ryley CoQj^r, 


^September 16, 1936. 


* 1 % 


433 Lakeview Drive, 
Sabring, Florida, 


. i 



Dear Byley:- , ... 

I have just received your kind latter of September 
12th and appreciate very much your codrteey in sending to me the 
two weeks* continuity in conneotion with the n G~Girl n feature, 
which is to be published by the King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

I was very much interested to '■review this material 
and feel that the proposed atrip will be a most intereatiftg’pne. 

My personal view has. always been that strips similar 
which are prepared by writer,® who are thoroughly acquainted with;;, 
law-enforcement problems ser^s a jgood purpose in bringing to the - 
attention of the reading public the fact that in the, end the crift- 
inal loses andv the .forces of law and *order are victorious. feel 
certain that with your background of experience in writing 5 conced- 
ing the work of\ the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 'with your 
training as a reporter on crime subjects, you will be most success- 
ful with this new undertaking, and I certainly . want to express to . 
you :sy very best wishes in the projeot. ' 

With kindest personal regards, X an 



V • 
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COURTNEYv RYLEY COOPER 


Dear Edgars 


Enclosed is a 
just received from 



Mr- Nathan *. 

Mr. Tulsan . 
j| Mr. BausTbximn . 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Cofifey 

Sebring, Ojj *Vlr. Daweey 

September 

| Mr. Foxworth . 
Mr. G la via . 

Mr. Blarbo . 

opy of a letter which I have f Mr. j<*c P i, .... 


ihg Features Syndicate Inc. 


"Dear Coops 


Mr. Ires tor ... 
Mr. Nichols . 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Schilder . 



Here is your contract for/|(|G^^rl". IncridgHt 
ally, we thought the continuity was fine . racy - 

v If nn j 


We are now proceeding to try out several- 
artists. You will understand that 
operation will take time. Maybe we will 
hit on the right one in a week and maybe 
it will be a month. In any event, I will 
let you know as soon as we are ready to 
move ahead. 

Best wishes, 

Ward^Greene , 

Executive Editor.” 



recorded & 


"®*w I W '4 - Ac 

a rx'P ! 


I am enclosing a carbon copy .of m , two , ^eegsl , i P _\ k,n 
continuity of which he spoke^ in u ease there are 
any balloons that are offensive to theyFBIt.xQ®37 > • ^ • 
course, you realize that this is all fiction, 
and that I shall regard it, nevertheless^ > as , '' il ut ' J '-‘ ’ il - 



letter 



to be handled as carefully as j t-hough— it“werg' 
fact. Our aim is to be educative, excising, I FILE 
highly adventurous, of course. I The Kjn& ?ej&ug.e_a 
outfit believes it will becomeV^as a^pig in 
its field as Dick Tracy, which,sb 
is designed to compete againstff 

% 

I am not asking you to write me 0 
that can be used in the promotion of it. I leave 
that up to you. If the thing seems designed along 
the right lines, and you feel you can drop me 
a note on it —THAT WILL NOT GOS INTO ANYTHING 
BUT PROMOTION, all well and good. If you can’t 
I know you can’t. King Features wants it very 
much, but dammit all, Edgar, I ask you for so 
many things, that I just hate to ask you for this. 

If you can give it to me, I shall be very grateful. 

If you can't, you can't, and there is nobody that , 
understands better than I do • 


Here s hoping the strip goes over b 
s4em to think it will. 

Samezever 


/n , r 

L.../M a/, 



ey all 
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Mr . Tracy 
Mr. Glavin 
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Mail Room 


.Director 
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.Mr. Nathan 
Mr. Clegg 
.Mr . Tamm 
.Mr. Edwards 
Mr . Egan 
Mr. Quinn 
Mr . 



R. E. Joseph. 
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(Trade Mark Registered) Copyright, 1936, Dally Mirror, Inc 4 

The Private Papers of a Cub Reporter 

A few weeks ago it was recorded here that Winnie Gardiner o: 
the local social set, and Mildred Shay, who 1 suddenly eloped, woul 
have, it erased as soon as possible. , .A retraction was asked for ane 
given .. . Mr. . Gardiner , b.egan his ac£ipn for divorce in Los Angele] 
Saturday. .. Mary Astor .staged a scene at Dr. Thorpe's house wheijt 
servants wouMn’ii^gfiiMher to entAlli|f}|ifb&feamed and screamed^ 
etc. . . The statements " from Hollywootf on 1 -oifdl set of morals for 
movie stars and another for housewives'* were ill-advised ... A. grou£ 
of prominent churchmen telephoned magnates and askedt 

“Is this a challenge .‘Modern Screen, a fan mag,. awarded its pi aqua 
for Septembe^to the film, "Dodsworth”. . .The Will Hays censor of- 
fice, however, won't allow the producers to use the plaque in the ach 
. . .Because the prize features the' figure of a nekkid girl. 

rt It*s a strange fact," scolds Walter G. Frey, via the N.‘Y. Times, t 
“that so many of our writers fail to adopt such words as 'sibling' and 
'thou,' while they so avidly take up or coin hybrid words and -phrases 
having no true etymological definition which could adapt them to the j 
use. to which they are perverted" ... A hybrid would help there, Mr, 1 
F., and then mebbe I'd know what thou are trying to say. . ' 

Norman Bel Geddes’ new play, ‘'Iron Men,” - was originally writ- 
ten with a Rockefeller Center background. . .Geddes called on th$ 
press department of John D.'s Radio City for some "still” photos—# . 
to get the correct atmosphere for his scenery. . .He was coldly received 
...He left, telling the indifferent officials to g. t. h ... "Iron* Men* 
will be set in the Empire State Building, instead... A well Knowij 
New Yorker has a penthouse atop his office building in midtown.. j 
"Why' do you live where you work?” he was asked. . ."Oh, " he said* 
"I like it better away up high like this — and anyway the dolls whq 
come here can scream their heads off — and nobody can hear them’' 

. . .Another town character is a broken-looking man, invariably drunk 
...He was formerly a biggie locally — the prosecutor of a famous 
woman killer who died in the chair. ..The tension of the trial mad4 * 
alcohol necessary and he eventually became a dipsomaniac. The tragedy , 
of it is thie :* The conviction should have lifted him to the top of the « 
heap, instead of shoving him to the bottom of it. . 

The "Lady Peace ” wound up in a bog. , .About where everything i 
labeled "peace” has recently wound up. . .To encourage wine-drink- 
ing, Hitler has ordered drinks on- the hduse for one week in Germany 
, . .Drinks on the Louse would be a better way to describe it. . .People 
who knock America should be knocked cold. . .Raymond Hook, noted 
big-game hunter now in Africa, reports finding the only colony of 
white monkeys Apparently Mr. Hook has never visited New York^ 
West 52nd Street between 5th and 6th Avenues. . . Reports reveal that : 
the deepest canyon in the U. S. is Snake River Canyon in Colorado. . ^ 
It can't possibly be as deep as Broadway when you're at the bottorq j 
of it... The quins shouldn't call him Dr; Dafoe. . .They oughta be 
taught to call him Dr. Dafriend! ■ . j 

Mrs, O, Gobel Moore of Brooklyn was arrested by the Nazi 
customs men, who complained because she growled at them: “On, j 
fudge!” while they inspected ‘her luggage ... They probably were try*, 
ing to collect duty on so antique an expression, so a stale orchid t6 
ithem. . .Memo to College Prexies: How about that annual blast now j 
against student boozing at football games — instead of uttering it aj j 
1 the end of the season — as heretof ore ?.... Theodore Dreiser sent .a let* 
ter to an editor repudiating some of the statements credited to him 
an interview ... For all we know Theodore might have a legitimate 
squawk— but anyone who uses the wordage to state his point as h$ 1 
does should be charitable to newspaper reporters handicapped fo^ 1 
space... The N. Y. Sun from Ligonier, Pa., announces that residents ( 
thgre. haven't had a calm day for weeks because of an^nvasiop- of i 
^ sk\mks ... .Probably_sqme JSroadwayites you. know— on vacation, j 
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■The Diary of Our Own Mrs, Mefoofskyt Lest night went alunn . 
to sinn a moowee culled '‘Romeo and Julie”. . .Liked potticfcly 
Howvud, hizz sotch-a nize jantillman, . . Max should look so pretty 
like my Lasly — -my sicritt peshin. . .I'm so prout I’m a vooman becauss 
dot Mrs. Mokkim came from de old country' in a balloon vitout no 
escutts or iwin ping pom balz . . . Fm. gled ,ulzo dot Herry Richman, 
deedn’t fall don but I’ll betcha all de time he was'in de skice he wa| 1 
singing j "Give me de rudd — de old open highvay!”. . .Got de blooz.,^ 
Sem deedn’t cull opp yat. . . Could it be hizz got an udder svitthot?. . 4 
On sacund tutt— who kezz?. . .Right now I would redder have a pickle 
from Lindy’s wit a cunned biff sendvich linm — must be linn!. . .Made 
opp today a knock-knock. . .Like diss: Knock, knock! Whooz dare?. . * 
Kentucky Kentucky who could it be?... I kentucky wary good 
Hainglish!. . .Ha, ha! Do me sometink! 

A correspondent in London writes hie “editor: "Many otherwise 
intelligent Englishmen may thank the films for their idea that AmericA 
is an ( exotic land of night clubs, gigolos, sirens, millionaires an^ 
politicians”. ...Another thing the films teach them is that America is 
full of British actors ... Harry Salter’s thumbnail description of some 
movie producers in California: "From waist coats to West Coast”;, ** 

An American passenger embarked westward on .the Normandie 
I approached the French captain and said: "Fve just come from London, 
where .they say your boat vibrates terribly”, • ."P-p- pay n-n-no atteiS 
tion t-t-to that,” said the patriotic commander, "it’s English p-p-propa-< 

| ganda!”. . .piin Miller’s reminder: "It’s generally the case that th& 
man who is yelling for more liberty is already talking too . much.” 

Howard Strickling says a press agent died, recently and left an 
estate of 54 passes ... Eddie Mannix says the recent heat wave ilk 
Hollywood was caused by incinerator fires. . .So many movie actresses 
burning up their diaries, of course... A barber in Budapest claims t(> 
be the world’s champion in his profession because he shaved a man in 
28 seconds The report doesn’t state how long the man lived... Le^ ‘ 
Myles knows an actor who is madly in love with hamself . . .Tom 
Gallery, the promoter, says a good fighter can hit an cpponent v on the 
nose and make both his eyes swell. . .John Medbury says: "That’s 

nothing so unusual. You can pat an ac£or on the back and make his 
whole head puff up”... The only accident figures that appear to be, 
dropping— are the pedestrians.- 

H. G . Wells has written his own obituary notice for the papers, 
fixing his age at 97 at the time he expires... .Therefore, any obifs 
you may read before that, everi in the event of his death, you’ll know 
are unauthorized ... An evening paper’s drama columns reported that 
Lyn Root, co-author of "Stork Mad” will replace Robert Porterfield 
in that show’s cast... It’s understandable ‘ why Porterfield wouldn’l 
do— since Lyn happens to be Mrs. Wells Root. . .The Autumn' literary ^ 
supplements pictured their usual qpota of authors biting on straight 
stemmed pipes* This makes thenr authors; . *If they* bit a pipe* and 
unloosed their shirt collars — they’d, be movie actors. . ."I just love -to. _ 

a-mamsmoking a pipe,” am interviewer quotes Adolf Hitler, 

I Sist womii doesn.’tl , w ** : 
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ME. JOHNfDTfflGAN 
ASSISTANT EDITOR, 
THB &MERICAN MAGA ZINE 
260 PARK AVEHUE* 

BBS? YORK CITY* M. Y. 



XT MILL BE SATISFACTORY FOR YOU TO CONFER WITH MY SECRETARY ON SATURDAY 
MORNING JUNE NINETEENTH 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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MR JOHN DUNGAN 
ASSISTANT EDITOR 

THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE- ' 

250 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK CITY NY 

IT WILL BE SATISFACTORY FOR YOU TO CONFER WITH MY EXX SECRETARY 
ON SATURDAY MORNING JUNE NINETEENTH 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
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R21W THANKS 


Ml INFORMATION 
HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 



DO'S 


Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Record of Telephone Call or Visitor. 


Nothan_ 
To Ison - 


IZ1 


Mr. Baughman 


/ Mr. Clegs 




Coffey 


Mr. Dawsey_ 
Mr. Egan 


Mr. Foxworth 


June 15 


1937. 


Mr. Gtavin 


Mr. Hnrbo 


/ 



Stated that with reference to his previous 
request to interview the Director! s feminine secretarj 
for an article for the American Magazine, he would 
like to come to Washington this Saturday for that 
purpose. He was advised that the Director was out of 
the cityjthat it would be necessary to first obtain 
his approval of this but that in the event the' 
Director returned or contacted the office this 
message would be given him. He requested to be 
advised by wire if this would be possible.cek 





JgttftMh ' June 28,1857. 

RECORDED Of H-Q ^'^~7o ~ L / 3 j 

Mr. 3, P. Turaar* 

Federal Bureau of Investigation , , 

3. S. Departs ©nt of Juobic©, 

807 S. S« Courts Haas©, 

Foley Square* 
lew fork, Sow Fork., 


pear Mr. fttraar* 

\ 

' •. 9poa Jiy retura -to the city I received year life* 

. ter of June 21, I9S7 ia ehlch you were Mad enough to ad-, 
wise ae of an incident which took place ia the Federal 
Court of the Sid.il© District of lorth Caroliaa, Federal 
Judge Johnson J. Hayes presiding. 1 m very such inter— 
eetei -itt the. Incident *?©f erred to and went to thank you 
- sincerely for bringing it to ay attention. 'It. aho«£ e 
real interest atafi- thought tspoa your part in • that' It •!»•* 

. directly does affect the Bureau atid the sajor field of 
' N la® enf ©repeat * • 



# 


* 


3teiirral iBttreau of Jnocatlgaftott 

United States department of Knatiee 

607 U. S. Court House, 

Foley Square, 

New York, N.Y. 


HPT :KM 


June 21, 1937 , 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sirs 


OKlEi^- 


Mr. Nathan 

; Mr. Tolaon 

Mr. Baaghznen^, 

| Mr. Clogs 

| Mr. CoCoy 

: Mr. DeOTey .... 

jj Mr. Escsl 

fc Mr. Fcsv/crth . 

j- Mr. Claviu 

j Mr. Iu.£i'b© 

Mr. Joseph 

Mr. Letter 

Mr. Nichola 

Mr. QuLan 

Mr. Schilder ... 

Sir. Xagi'sa 

J ,Mr. Tracy 

J!5ioB Gandy — . 


During my recent vacation at Greensboro, 

N.C., I had occasion to accompany Special Ifgent R. L. Morgan 

of the Charlotte Division and to sit in with him at the trial 

of the defendants who held up the Bank of/geidsville, N. C. 

, 

. i Following their conviction and during 

the sentencing of the defendants oh June/ 9 , 1937, F ederal Judg e 
Johnson J./feaves of the Middle Di/trict/of North Carolina, 
referred to^a summary appearing i A theffie aders 1 Di g e.at for 
June , 1937, of a book entit led: 4j)T ll H e re 1 ^ to Crime. 11 b y Courtney 
Rvlev^booper. In commenting on this^rticle Judge Hayes made 
a statement to the effect that it appeared that criminals en- 
gaged in the occupations followed by the defendants, received too 
much of a monetary reward for the time served by them in prison 
in the event they were ever captured, and that it is his intention 
to remedy this matter insofar as it was within his power to do so. 

He immediately thereafter sentenced three 
of the male defendants to twenty-five years in the Federal 
Penitentiary, and the single female defendant to fifteen years. 

The above information is submitted as of 
possible interest to you, and indicates the value of articles 
of this nature. 


'■ours , 

■ y / 







H/ P. TURNER, 

Special Agent. 

Recorded & indssid j 
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June 18, 1937. 

•I </ C-* 

..... ' -f?. 

Mr. DonaWCornell, 

6 College 'Grove , ' 

Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

Dear Don: • , ' ' 

I deeply appreciate your kindness in 
making my visit to .Kalamazoo- such a pleasant one. 

I don’t know' how we would have -gotten along had 
you not assisted us in getting around during our 
brief stay. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a 
copy of the book entitled ,^'’10^000 Public Enemies," 
autographed by both Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper' and 
myself. ° . 





With best .wishes and kind regards, 



r 

\ 
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| Hr. Ban^h.^ai 

£ Hr. Clegg 

jj Mr. CoCey 

j Hr. Dawssy .. 
j Hr. E ; -aa_ June 
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jj Hr. GInvin 

I Hr. XIarbo 
I 1.5r. Jooopfo 
| My. Lester, C 
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of Director 

fflmstfflMmnm 



Office 

FEDERAL, 

UNITED STJ 

19, 1937. HEREIN is unc 

" J DATE MEaLBYgilM 

Mr. John/ Bung an, of th a, Amer ican Maga zine. 

Mr. W._ C.j?K eel, of E.L.dduPont de Nemours end Co . jS 
q reserve officer.' ' 

Mr. Dungan said he will- submit the article he 


a 

a 
O . 
-o 


plans to write to Mr. Hoover before it is 
published. He said he would send a photo- 
grapher in Monday to take a picture. 

Mr. Dungan mentioned the story which recently 2 
appeared to the effect that when the Directors 
leaves his office there is a routine followed 0 
which smooths the way for his departure. He 3 
said the comment had been made that the Di- 
rector's office is the smoothest running organ- 
ization in the Government. He asked what this 
procedure is* He was 'advised that there was ^ 
no unusual procedure followed, and no bunes 
sounded when Mr. Hoover leaves the office. 


The usual questions re- length of service; 
interests, and recreations were answered. 


( 

V 
\ 

u 

Mr. Dungan was veiy much interested in the ^ 

spirit of the Bureau. He said that he and ^ 

Mr. Keel had been particularly impressed with 1 
the friendly interest which had been shorn them 
from the moment* thqr entered the Building. They 
mentioned the courtesy of the guard at the door 
and the ”atmosphereS«=in»-the^reception— -room'.™-*-" — 

/ Recorded & indexed ta 3-4.-^- i/33 

fi—tafeLiii.t erv4-ew>-Mn^Bung4n— 



At the conclusion of— i 
and Mr. Keel were ir 
took them on a short 


-Mn.— Bungs 

)&uced F^cP 'Mrl f DawseyA wi^oT 1 1 . 
thft BUffS>9u. 

A. M. 

Mr. Dungan and ,¥r.' Keel |Te.l|Jfe^ 

room and were advi se d .that Ar . rMb ver-had-left. LL 

hU office for a 



their regrets and said they had an appointment 
& 11 o’clock and would hare to leave. 




Si 
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August A, 1937 


BECORD'EIS — Jg*. if** J2^ 

Sr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 

433 Korth Lakeview Drive , ' 

Sebrlng, Florida. 

Dear Ryley* 

tour 'manuscript entitled “Self Made Man-Trap' 1 
hae been received and reviewed. .You have indeed developed a 
most interesting story on Dr, Bisiaingar. I *ould, however, like 
to make the following suggestions* 



4 


Page 3, paragraph 2, lines 4 and 5 should be revised 
to indicate that Eielsinger was born in Dade County, Missouri'. 
This fact appears in the file end Eletmlnger gave Dade County, 
Missouri, as his place of birth at the time he was fingerprinted 
on two occasions. 


Page 6. It is suggested that the first sentence begin- 
ning the last paragraph on this page be revised, to read: 11 Ethical 

practitioners turned on Eisiminger in an effort to smoke him out 
and, expose him for the faker he was. 1 * As you knot?, there is con- 
siderable strife between osteopaths and medical men and it is 
deemed advisable to make this change in the interest of h^naony. 

. ' ^ / * f »> 

Page 8,. line 12. It is suggested th’flt the hond'') equity? 
be changed to "law" in vie® of the fact that -equity courts seldom. 


if ever, try criminal oases. ^ 'Co O / ... 

■ -%-x • 

Pag© 10, lino 4. It is ouggeatgp that words "act' 
as a homostat in case of" bo changed to "eto^ a^.ln'.yiew of the 
fact that the heaoetat is a mechanical ineir^ent^used to clamp bleed- 
ing veins or arterios. 


•:w- 


Page 10, paragraph; 2, liner;!,, Lowery, in hie confession, 
stated that the cache of stol©h propd^ty^ consisted of $800.00 In cash 
and jewelry valued at f?3,pQ0.OQ. .You'-have'-Tioted that the value of the 
property set forth in ^ei^tmUsdripi was .-Sot- at $8,000.00 by the 
"county evidence man Ty-lehf? -thought possibly you might want to 
ceohe ck-JMs.. - . i~ : ( -;J » ; i i ■’{. .. 


mailed 
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Courtney Ryley Cooper 


- 2 - 


Auguet 4, 1937. 


be advisable to delete’ Lowery* s name as he was not convicted for 
serving as a go-between. In thie event, paragraph 3 would have to 
b© revised somewhat. 

Page, 11, paragraph 1, line 2. Milne, according to the 
file, was a student at the tJniverelty of Oklahoma at the time the 
Wyckoff girl died mid there is no indication that he was an ROfC 
Lieutenant at that time. Therefore,- it is believed advisable to 
substitute the word "student" for "ItOTC Lieutenant." Lines 1 and 
2, paragraph 3 — ft substitution , will also be necessary for the word 
"lieutenant." , V 

• i • ■ , ' ' . 

Page 12, line 2, Change "lieutenant" to "lover" or some 
other appropriate word. i . 

Para 14. -- .It is suggested that the words "Fortunately 
for the®, he was, eligible for parole" be added to the ©rid of line 2, 

Then, it is suggested the, 'first sentence of line 3 be deleted. The 
file does not indicate positively that Lowery was paroled purely and 
primarily as the result of Dr. Eieiminger’s activities. Therefore, 
it is believed desirable to be. conservative. 

Page 14, line 4. Change- the words "actual .guardian" to 
"parole adviser. **-.' • •“ 

fag e 15. In the next to the last line, change "lieutenant" 
to "lover" and in paragraph 2, line 1, page 16, the word "lieutenant" 
should be changed, bo "former student."- 

Page 1$, paragraph 2, line 5. Change the word "Eisirainger" 
to "a ’famous* Oklahoma * specialist* ," since Eisiminger* 4- name was 
not actually mentioned in the article which appeared in the Houston' 
Chronicle. The last sentence in the second pax’Sgraph' should bo changed 
to read j "The article algo mentioned that the * doctor* was once 
indicted for murder in a case that, attracted nationwide attention." 

Pagd 19, paragraph 1, line 2. Chang4 **.1936"- to •'133 7* p 

The. second paragraph on page 19 should be revised deleting 
any reference to the mail sine© the fact is not covered in the files and, 
furthermore, Lowery was since released as he ©a© the main Government 
witness in the prosecution. Hence, ns a matter of policy,; it is believed 
desirable not to mention the word. "sail." ! 


Page 20. The second sentence in paragraph 3 should be 
revised to roudi ’’The former student, now a lieutenant in the ROTC, 
wae sought out end interrogated." 


'** ■**•* • • ■ 
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Courtney Ryley Cooper < -3- \ August 4, 19371 

-A ' , 

I snow your story will be received with interest by 
your readore, • 

With beat wiehes end kind regards, T 

Sinoerely yours, 

. .... • 3 , Sugar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover, 

Director. 
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The following suggestions with reference to Courtney Ryley Cooper's story 
iM'Self Made Man-Trap , " are set forth: / *3 

Page 2 - Line 6 - Insert "renegade" before "doctor"; delete "or otherwise." 


Page 3 - Line 8 - Delete "a liar" - covi 


V 

sned by " 


perjurer 1 


Page 3 - Par. 2 

Line 4 - Eisiminger was born in Dade County, Missouri, adcVrding to. * 
his parole report (46) . ' 

Page 3 - Par. 2 ✓ 

Line 9 - Unable to verify fact tldat Eisiminger lived in Filmore, Missouri 
Warrenburg. Not ob j ecu£Lonable though. 

-Ppgo 3 i ' Par* 3 



- i?/ 

- T p rip. / , Ho vorifa . catiLo a of graduatio n- from Normal School. /Did gradua t e 

f iO TT i Aiiiuiiean Soh<»»l- ofyOs ^ eop^thy, Kirlrova H hloj Missour i, 

■ Ju n e 20, 1904 * V 

Page 4 - Par. 1 

Lines 1 & 2 - No verification of doctor's creed. Not objectionable. 


Page 4 - Par. 3 - Based on interviews apparently by Dick Pearce with Dr. F. A. 

Engleheart, State Association of Osteopaths. File shows practi ced., 
in places named. 

Page 4 - Pars 4 EECO.RDI 

to end of Page 8- Based 






....... 

are noted on margin of manuscript! some of which ,we r e nput® iShed in 

Medici. Associiak the.. 


MU 


the journal of The American __ — 

tales are rather far-fetched though intgMly pint:ehe.st)lri| J USTIGE 

Page 6 - Line 16- Believe it advisable toNo^lete " genit a^cing^^ 0^^“ 

* # 


Page - 6 - Revise - "Ethical practitioners turned on Er s imi h|per In an 
1st sentence of him out and expose him for the faker he was." 
last paragraph 



rt to smoke 



l 

t 

^a£e'7- Par. 2 - Eisiminger' s contest, of a traffic charge is said? by Mr. Cooperi/ 
to be based on court records. \ n 

Page 8 - Lines - Change "good" to "renegade" as it tends to glorify. 'fo liA' yff 
2 and 6 ' *. fjjjj 

. r; l 




Memorandum for Mr 
V 

Page 8 - Par. 3 - 
Line 1 


. Tolson, #2. 

Change "equity" to "law". 


August 3, 1937. 




Page 9 - Par. 2 - Not verified in file - not objectionable 
Page 9 


Cannot verify in file information that Stuart: sold patented auto 
starter and extracts. Cooper notes on margin "court Records." 
The same applies to the previous embezzlement' charge. 



Par. 4 
Line 2 


Page 10- Line 4 - Delete "would act as a hemostat in case of hemorrhage, 1 .' or". 

Page 10- Par. 2 - Lowery’s statement, pages 17 and 30, states the cache contained 

|800 in cash and jewelry worth $3,000. Mr. Cooper notes the 
"value from County Evidence man Tyler." Believe he should 
revise or rer-eheck. Furthermore, Lowery's name should be 
deleted since he was a Government witness and vra.s released Mr 
(Serial 37). Also in Line 1, Par. 3, and Line 4, Par. 4» 

Page 11- Line 2 r- Insert after "Including" - "the renegade doctor's associate 
Robert A. Lowery." Change "good" to ’’renegade" , Line 



Page 11- Par; 1 - 
Line 2 


Page 11- Par. 3 - 
Page 12- Line 2 - 


Insert after "lover" "who was later to become a R 
Lieutenant." Delete "young." It might be well to 
was also a student at the University of Oklahoma. 


.O.T.C. 

insert t@at he 


File does not indicate particularly that Milne was a lieutenanvHT 
at that time. Believe wise to delete from lines 1 and 3'. 


It is suggested that the word "lieutenant" be changed. Also' 
in line 15. 




Page 12- Bar. 4 - "renegade" for "good". 
Page 14 



Page 14- Par. 1 - 
Line 2 


Page 15- Par. 4 - 
Line 2 

Page 16- Par. 2 - 
Line 2 

Page 18- Par. 1 - 
Line 2 


Add to end of Line 2 "Fortunately he was eligible for parol « ^ 
Then delete first sentence of Line 3. 

Change "actual guardian" to "parole adviser". This particul^ 
item gives the slant that Lowery ’ s parole was designed fojj 
specific purpose of committing the forgery and it might b€ Sise 
to revise as indicated above. 



"Lieutenant" to "star witness" . 


Substitute "lover" for "lieutenant". 


Substitute "renegade" for "good". 




Page 18- Par. 2 - Delete "Eisiminger" and substitute "A 'famous 1 Oklahoma 'specialist' 
Line 5 ' 



Memorandum for Mr. Tolson, “#3. 


August 3, 1937. 




Page 18 - Par. 2 - 
Last sentence 


Page 19 - Par. 1 - 
Line 2 


/ 

Delete "The article also mentioned the 'doctor's 1 abortion history, 
and substitute "The article also mentioned that the 'doctoriAars 
once indicted for murder in a nationally known case. " (Jr^ rr 3 

Change "1936" to "1937". 


Page 19 - Par. 2 - Mr. Cooper notes that the information he received about Lowery 
(lS same from County Evidence man Tyler. A news item in the file 
' jrf indicates the charges against Lowery for forgery of an $11 . 00 
\jP check were dropped. As a matter of policy it is believed advisable 

\f to revise paragraph 2, Page 19, and delete reference to use of 

mails. 


Page 20 - Par. 3(^Revise sentence beginning on line 1, "The young lieutenant " 

to read, "The former University student, now a lieutenant in 
M the R.O.T.C., was sought " 

Page 20 - ^-Last three lines not verified. 

Page 21 - <-AUannot verify incident of Agent with indigestion. However, this 

\P lb good reading. 

Respectfully, 


L. B. Nichols 



August 4, 1937 
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Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
433 North Lakeview Drive, 
Se bring, Florida. 



Dear Ryley: 


Your manuscript entitled "Self Made Man-Trap" 
has been received and reviewed. You have indeed developed a 
most interesting story on Dr. Eisiminger. I would, however, like 
to make the following suggestions: 

Page 3, paragraph 2, lines 4 and 5 should be revised 
to indicate that Eisiminger was born in Dade County, Missouri. 
This fact appears in thefile and Eisiminger gave Dade County, 
Missouri, as his place ofbirth at the time he was fingerprinted • 
on two occasions. 


Page 6. It is suggested that thefirst sentence begin- 
ning the last paragraph on this, page be revised to read: "Ethical 

practitioners turned on Eisiminger in an effort to smoke him out 
and expose him for the faker he was." As you know, there is con- 
siderable strife between osteopaths and. medical men and it is 
, deemed advisable to make this change in the interest of harmony. 

Page 8, line 12. It is suggested that the word "equity" 
be changed to "law" in view of the fact that equity courts seldom 
if ever, try criminal cases. 

Page 10, line 4‘ It is suggested that the words "act 
as a hemostat in case of" be changed to "stop a" in view of the 
fact that the hemostat is a mechanical instrument used to clamp bleed- 
ing veins or arteries. 


Page 10, paragraph 2, line 1. Lowery, in his confession, 
stated that the cache of stolen property consisted of $800.00 in cash 
and jewelry valued at $3 ,000.00. You have noted that. the value of the 
property set forth in the manuscript was set at $8,000.00 by the 
"county evidence man Tyler." I thought possibly you might want '.to 
recheck this. In line 5, paragraph 2, it is believed that it might 

ALL INFORMATION CONT^ED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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be advisable to delete Lowery’s name as he was not convicted for 
serving as a go-between. In this event, paragraph 3 would have to be 
revised somewhat. 

Page 11, paragraph 1, line 2. Milne, according to the 
file, was a student at the University of Oklahoma at the time the 
Wyckoff girl died and there is no indication that he was an ROTC 
Lieutenant at ihat time. Therefore, it is believed advisable to 
substitute the word "student" for "ROTC Lieutenant.” Lines 1 and 
2, paragraph 3 - a substitution will also be necessary for the word 
"lieutenant." 

Page 12, line 2. Change "lieutenant" to "lover" or some 
other appropriate word. 

Page 14 . It is suggested that the words "Fortunately 
for them, he was eligible for parole" be added to the end of line 2. 

Then, it is suggested the first sentence of line 3 be deleted. The 
file does not indicate positively that Lowery was paroled purely and 
primarily as the result of Dr. Eisiminger’s activities. Therefore, 
it is believed desirable to be conservative. 

Page 14, line 4- Change the words "actual guardian" to 
"parole adviser." 

Page 15. In the p next to the last line, change "lieutenant" 
to "lover" and in paragraph 2, line 1, page 16, the word "lieutenant" 
should be changed to "former student." 

Page 18, paragraph 2, line 5* Change the word "Eisiminger" 
to "a ’famous’ Oklahoma' ’specialist’," since Eisiminger’s name was 
not actually mentioned in the article which appeared in the Houston 
Chronicle. The last sentence in the second paragraph should be changed 
to read: "The article also mentioned that the ’doctor’ was once 

indicted for murder in a case that attracted nationwide attention." 

Page 19, paragraph 1, line 2. Change "1936" to ’1937." 

The second paragraph on page. 19 should be revised deleting 
any reference to the mail since the fact is not covered in the files and, 
furthermore, Lowery was since released as he was the main Government 
witness in the prosecution. Hence, as a matter of policy, it is believed 
desirable not to mention the word "mail." 

Page 20. The second sentence in paragraph 3 should be 
revised to read:' "The former student, now a lieutenant in the ROTC, 
was sought out and interrogated." 
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I know your story will be received with interest by 
your readers. 

With best wishes and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 
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iflrdrrttl Smrau of Jmseatigatian 
United §fatea SBepartment of Justice 
lHastjIngton, SB. C. 


Mr. Bau(timzn 


CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Courtney Ryley^Cooper advised me Monday night that he ¥ 
is leaving Wednesday evening for St. Louis, Missouri, en route to 
California. He will arrive at St. Louis at 10:45 a.m. Friday where 
he plans to have luncheon with a cousin before departure from that 
city. 

I telephoned Mr. Peterson at St. Louis, and asked him to afford 
Mr. and Mrs. Cooper any possible courtesy while they are there. 
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JBtfrtstcm of ^x&tsitQutum 

P© Pepsrfmetti of 3Jusitre 

P© 0® Drawer V, Plaza Station, 
Saint Louis, Missouri, 

August 15, 1937© 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D® C© . 

Dear Sir: 


PEH 

CONF 


ffi&L AMD 
IENTIAL. 



Mv, Hotter 
Mj?. — * 

Site. Bfcac&xsanu.® 
Ifr, Clc33 * — — 
WSV . .. 

C2p© K~T7C5r7 

llz, k£r3.^ ....... 

Eft?® 

Kt% 45^-^t — 

£2j?, 

Z£?, Jc^C^Cl « 

Ek, ... 

S£r, *3<Ss3b, 

?£?«• £>*<£3*5^ » ^..'©^oowsjaoi. 

IkS&Csar. 

££?* ff*aa.s3 
/£?% '&T2S57-, 


On August 13, 1937, Special Agents H® F® Small, H© K® 

Moss and myself met Courtney RileyCooper and his wife at the Union 
Station, Saint Louis, Missouri, with two automobiles and accompanied 
them to the Coronado Hotel© Every possible courtesy was extended 
to Mr* and Mrs© Cooper from the time of their arrival, 11*43 A© M©, 
August 13, 1937, until their departure at 4*00 P® M«, the same day© 


Mr® Cooper and his wife were met in accordance with tele- 
phonic communication with I received from Mr® Tolson® 

Very truly yours. 


V1P*A 


V. W. PETERSON, 


Special Agent in Charge 









JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


; W>. Nathan . 
;! Mr. Tolfl^n.. 
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ifrtirral Httrrott of Smirstigotton 
13rutr& §tatrs Qppariment of duatice 
339aat|ftt0fon > 59. C. 

August 24> 1937. 


ij Mr. Tp.ughman . 
I 

( Mr. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Dawsey 

Mr, Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . . 


Mr. Glavin . 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON. 


Mr. Hottel . 
Mr. Mclntire 
Mr. tester ... 


Mr. Nichclo.tfT.. 
Mr. Pecningtao/. 

Mr. finir.n r 



T | d (| Mr. Quinn. . 

|i Mr. SohiJder 

By reference from the Director' s office,. Tu&ns 

Mr. E. W/Veddler of Lansdovme, Pennsylvania, called and stated, cy 

that he was desirous of interviewing the Director in cormepti-onandy .... 
with an article which appeared in the Ame rican Magazine in February., 
1936 written by Courtney Ryley^Cooper on¥" Washington Spiritualists." 
Mr. Peddler stated that M r. Cooper mentioned one in Washington who 
was very reliable and that inasmuch as he believes his father 
when he died had c obtain valuable papers he thought possibly a 
reliable spiritualist could help him. He stated that he had written 
to Mr. Cooper and received a reply that the name of this individual 
could not be furnished. I frankly believe that this individual is 
mentally sick. 

Respectfully, 


T. D. Quinn. 


Ml 








L 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
- DIRECTOR 


& 



iiteiterai Mmztm of Snu^ef tgation 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 




By reference from the Director's Office, 

I spoke with Mr. E. W. R edder. 230 Guilford Road, 
Lansdowne, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Pedder advised me that he was very 
anxious to get in touch with Courtney RylejMCooper 
in order to secure certain information from Mr. Cooper 
relative to a reliable spiritualist located in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Mr. Pedder who has heretofore seen Mr. 
Quinn stated to me that some time ago he and his mother 
had visited a spiritualist in New York City and had been 
advised that the husband and father would die in the 
near future'. He stated that his father .subsequently 
did die and that upon returning to the spiritualist, 
they were advised that certain papers of his father's 
estate were still missing. He stated that he had re- 
ceived advice that Mr. Cooper had knowledge of an ex- 
cellent spiritualist in this city and he wanted to see 
him relative to this person so that a seance could be 
had for the purpose of endeavoring to locate the alleged 
lost papers. 


Frankly, I believe that Mr. Pedder is slightly 
mentally unbalanced. I advised him that the Bureau would 
have no way of knowing where Mr. Cooper was at the present 
time and suggested that he contact Mr. Cooper through his 
publishing company. 


KL-. FV : • 
Kl N-.c •: 
i/.r. ills'. ' 

t ; : T ^V. 7 . 

i 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Sleiieral §S«mn* of Unueatfgattnn 
Hmteft §fatea department of i/natiee 
iHaaliutpton, D. <£. 




October 8, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR KJiR. NICHOLS. 




j| Mr. Wr.thMx . 

Mr. ToIcoq i 
Mr. Beo;,fF|?n*m . 

Mr. Cleg# 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crawl 

Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Foxworth.. 

Mr. GJaviii ... . 

Mr. Harbo | 

Mr. Hot tel | 

Mr. Lester ';] 

Mr. Melntir© | 

I Mr. Naughten ^ 

| Mr. Nichols | 

^ Mr. Pennington | 




SiSCORpED 

& 

nvr r>T^",'irn 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 

-xjCT 11 !93? p,m ° 

Department of justice 



FILE 


I 



CC- 160 


Mr. Nathan 
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•" /• • !v, '- v.V '. 1*. ' ... • - •■;• •• i* ^ v- V < , ,. . 

,^'y-^v.'? r : ai'XV“ V? -X •:; / 

> "*. . *• ' *’ . ‘ * • 1# v / ,w ’ * ’ ' .• *V 

% « „ . -'■• • —f *•*<;.» * 




Jt s ‘ 1 • f ' ♦ •,' ■. 


/ ./ teo R* L* Shivers/.*,-? ■ ; - .■;;':/ v/ 

' Vi.':. Federal Bureau of Investigation, ; '. 


QiPVl Wi 


• ■••'■. .?a • > 


X ■' ;■• October : ;E5 , 1937 ». ,• ■ ' v 


• United States Department of justice, , ' V . ’/A' ■ . ."■• V • •<-•' ! 

: '/ , Post Off ioe Box 2889VV? VV?“i’ XXV ... .v*. ? "V . v V 
•!V * -(f J^amii v -Flo«lda«„ v, X-.; f- . £ £,'£ 


PERSONAL AND CONFlftpJTlAL >':• 


■ i^^'Sir:;.'.:;':?’' •$ V> ? ’•: ' r X.’ XX-Xv" > 


^ .; r' 3 'X'- ’ : ' Reference is made to your personal and 

^§SrWjfiE3fetteg of October 4V : 1937, concerning the 'cOriven 5 
V ; VX;,,: tioii of the Florida State'Peace officers'* •- Association 

Jacksonville, Florida, oii the 23rd and. 24th. of Ssp-? X'V 

^ „■ : X * .;X}X. : ?r’vrX X XX-./V' 

/J ->'? . V:V .; With • reference to, the request of Mr, Alfre’d 1-. 

> ,yX,: .^rton, President of the Dade County Chiefs of Folic e- 
• X;? Assoc iati on, to. gat Courtney i<y ley Cobper to come to 

Miami to address the Committee of One Hundred, please 
i/X;vX;-be: advised that the Bureau desires that you inform Er„ ••■■••v 
{?$:%?' Barton that he, should rcommuEiicat©; direct' with lfe 0 Cooper 
t/XX'; at 433 North Lakeviow Driven Sebring^ Florida, if he '.de-V 
/ sires him to deliver this address 0 v •'; - 




' ' : Yh£ -.vV. : ^ v -:-Tofy. Jtruly yours 8 / 




John Edgar Hoover, / - / , 







• ' /' tflf 
, . £ •/ 


■ Note; 



4qe;x ••::• :••• M 1 •• •'•■•>a^' 

?•<,>*• v.-, v W- • >; v^'A-ySv ; '■■■ ■■*’■- :>•'"■ -i •>; -... W * ?4 :-v 

*H •- ’*»*$ ..• ■ J- ' •--, -V •, ., • 'J * ■ • ' . y.> 'A . • •'.« 'Vti.) • •' '.' • ■■*-" - • . » A.. :* 

' : * ‘ ‘ /. * . v v*-; 'V ••' . •«,♦*. ** '. i\ ■ , . . '• « * -\ 1 -. * TPTPTMFDA T •tSTTn»A.n ATS . Tvnrrbbs/vt^rrt AmTrtnV .v r: . . ^ h^h.V'1 



Jj *■ *"//>. 
“V-‘ . * .**- y;) 

v : ... i r\'.\ 


■j./vV.f '• 


I--: '■ 

Director - ,'. ^P} P(^'Sr: J% '<- '>}■■' .' : . .-'?*; :. 

y‘7^^^i:.Federai Bureau of .Investigation 1 ;* vv?.a-^’C ;:; ' ’ ' ! ->•'* ' !, y / u.ryv, • 

v^iO| Washington ;■ D. >;.' . •/ ■ . 

p Dear • Sip :' yy .;- . '. •• 7 r /\ ;.'. ^'-.vv- ‘ 

.’•A A.: - ;~pv ;;' ;. At;the , convention ^ipf . ^the Florida ', State; ■ Peac'e-f bieitic'dris;^ 

f A^spoiatipn in Jacksonville , the 23rd : t and' ; 24th of September , . 1937 ', • a 
: AAV'A, ' resolution’ was . introduced, and ' vuaanimbusly . passed voting, you an honorary •-■ ' S'M 
; ; A :inanibership in this organization, , which . is nov; composed of approximately :.; f a 

' •:. A . y four hundred- members and 'Which it is expected will have' a membership of 
7 ''7 : ' : i;7pc -4^ i®ast -fifteen - hundred by ‘the ; time the -next annual convention . convenes « ;• ." :^ : 

J.*;' •-:-,%Vy'. ' ; V: '.;. ' .> ■ * Sexiator Claud' Pepper of Florida . addressed the convention : : p 

and referred to you as ^'my good friend John Edgar Hoover” , in commenting ' ' .. 
on the. FBI National Police Academy and the Bureau generally. He paid > ? }.% ■ 

. you a very splendid tribute^ as did all the speakers atythe convention, 
including A.. J. - Roberts,- Chief of . Police,’ Jacksonville; Rex Sweat, Sheriff , 

Vn-'.! ' ‘.‘rrj* ***- ■_ • .. Vi -«_* — n — il-i. rai nlh. x ^ -ta ^ . - v -v/r 

\ 



f members, in direct control >of'.' the, activities of the .Association.. A -'V- 

You. will recall that : I have heretofore mehtiohed to you ? 



; ..'U 

N 


: Burf y-Club /therein ; .1 have Just received a letter from Mr. Barton,, who is - .'.. . - ^ 
now ‘in Stockbridge j/tossachusettsV,'finformihg me' that he, would feel ; . le. :- ;l. 
;. ’ihonpred to bev.pemitted to entertain you at the club if you return to 1 . .V 
Mianai this winter and ' to 'present you with .a, card which would entitle .; yoh . v ^ ^ 
,; -y; : 'vVyto.:'all the .facilities' of the clubj -as his personal guest..:'! 

i •• ^ . . , ' Mr./. Barton;, also wanted to know if it. would- be possible- to* ; 

get .Courtney Riley^Cooper to come to Miami and address fh»(^ommijt.te© of., : 

One H\m5^d T"whihB^is r "COBrposed of one hundred, of the leading, outstanding^ : 
citizens- of this community. It was' :Mr.- Barton’s thought .that If Mr. . y '. t 
Cooper were available for an address before: the Committee,. .-It/' would, be at : 
a time, when' the Dade County Association • Of Chief s- of - Poli ce meets: and that 



•;&V' *'>' '"-^ .V*f :^'C.-'^ i-'X’ ’••'*• '(Ok* "■■'■ = >«&' • ;?*• •'•-- \.'- V 
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‘M.-'-l.K'- r V *•/ Vs .f u ^-* *«. \y, /•':•.’ ' t>'Ci : ; il ^ - ■•' • 4 * f • .&. . t-i ‘ . { hv. « • ; »a •; -‘A ’ > •• /t;. y. «.%!•• A' * • * V* '« * * r\-i «k* ;-•:' .?\v* •/ V 

:>‘&yr... -.Director .; :fe^iO-.- -' 

■ ... v^.a y, ? - ".■' irs^-yv :y y ■' :„• -JJIC 7 . -.-Jr Zp : ;• - y 9/4/3£'-.s£Ki f> ?>;-« -- : “ 7^’Yv* 4 £•• '"H -' : 

<* *ii: Y-Y V? V* ! : Yi* *'Y;:7 YfeRY */ > : ‘ l ' *• * V'<\- "r 

>" ; . ' ’ - - •* w y ., ’Va* . r ;> ■ .< \«^ . , 

• \‘ “. ' '■/ •;* i \ t: *.' ? ’ •#*'• *vJv V f ' >> • \ .y ’*-' • ;{V'v' - . 4 ' • ; '••• ' *1* J y.* Cv.V> 4 . 7’ \ 

::•. •/••'• ;,v-,'*. .• „ -v^/ .■:^"\^ •:>* tv*^ ; •' ••’•• • • ‘ .... ,•• a » •.'••• ' >,;•■•'•• ;i r- ♦«•*■..• ;. •• >. * «v • •- '■*■ +\ •; • •. o • ♦» % W * r*. . •.♦.> a 
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^ • r. -; f . ;t - V«C W . , ‘ f ‘VS -v- S.-.V. - v, •• •.-. .••%•-• *> >. ^7'n 1 cr:-. .•" vv\->v v-^ ••- 
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I;. alsp.>yi^t;-.t a, acl^i s©- -you(..4H^.^lii'e; ;.t'infe' ' ^ thaf^Jt' -"l^ye . sf .'W 

. thft - ,feo,t^ry_' Club, in M ami: and am mak i ng'.arr a n gemen t s ; -at .this j ;■ ^ ■•V*’ . V^». ! ". 

-I**; ; 'S*>- . iCi ' ^jaoato.e^.dii^- Mab ';bere ^-Jbin ; ; i^;;^^^|^ 

: Mwanis Club.,- ’ As soon?.'ais : i ,have been 'able ..to ascertain ;i? 
o ' ' M •’:■* * .£..': ' eilgibie for - membersliip : ,'oI , -shall', advice.' -you, furtberv! *i^ v ;tv 

t : -:.-"- iv : o Vv:- :’ 
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- Br# LoycSoB, Kingman,/ ■ , : '■ •• 

:F© 4 epftl : -;^jreeu of . -j’.. : 

• C. S. Dep^rta^oat O^ Juistio©, ' -''' 'V ■:'• 

;■ post offio 0 . BoK;i£ 76 ^ , 5 - •...:■ t.:-,; f 

• 7 -i:©©ejr jitv ■••. . : - ■' ■•••.■' 

", ' '•>> • V..- ''// 1-, appreciate jnary- raich'-your writing >■ 
• oe y©u did o» 0©tob©p 17 # 1957* Buggpetisg thet ^ 
the activities ©f the Jadhccn Barnett oas© a&ghfc 
•bd .’oiV 'intopes^'lSo. I»r. dotrt.hejr ;Kyl®y CGopar ©e 
a possible cub^dot for .an AHi-old in the ^morioaa 
Bagiaain© at; gobs dat'd* 
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; V Foxworth 

• • 1 1- Glaviii . 
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. | Hottei •/ 

*. ; v I i fhi Xester.^V.:. _ 

'jj * ^?r^.Mptntird-_i; 

,-■ f Naugh^n’^,..^; 1 
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* i-tj ££r. Nichols .'. 

*• • y_ J?.£r ., peunih^tSa' 

Mr. S^ilder 


V -Miss _G;aa^ 
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Jflr&eral Bureau of Inurstigatfon 

United States Department of ihisttre 


P. 0. Box 1276, 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
October 17, 1937. 


Personal and Confidential 


id^/tii 


T 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Nathan 

t Mr. Tolson . . f/ 
Mr. Baughman 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Egan 

[ Mr. Foxworth . 

j Mr. Glavin 

Mr..Har^o 

[ Mr. Hottel 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclutire 

Mr. Naughten 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Pennington 

Mr. Schiider 

; Mr. Tajjvm 

| Mr. Tracy 

| Miss Gandy 



I have read with a great deal of interest the narrative of the 
Dr. Eisiminger case in the current issue of the^ Am erican Magazine and, 
of course, never fail to read these articles which are prepared by 
Courtney Hiley-^Cooper . 


The thought suggests itself to me that you might be interested in 
furnishing to Mr, Cooper the data pertaining to the Ja ckson^parne tt case 
which has been in our files for several years involving "the world f s richest 
Indian" , his marital affairs and the present controversy over the settlement 
of his estate. ^ 


ho 

I 


I have been handling the investigation in connection with the 
civil aspects of the settlement of this estate preparatory to initiating 
wide spread Perjury indictments involving those who have sought to establish 
false claims to the estate and it is one of the most interesting investigations 
that I have ever handled sinoe it goes back into tribal history of the Creek 
Indians » 


The criminal angles of this case are being held in abeyance pending 
the outcome of all of the civil hearings and criminal prosecution has not yet 
been initiated. 


Enough data could be obtained by Mr. Cooper or some other writer 
of his caliber to complete a large volume of interesting material. 

Civil hearings, during which some seven or eight hundred claimants 
are seeking to establish a claim to the estate, are being resumed as of 
Monday, October 18, at Okmulgee, Oklahoma. I mil be present at some of 
these hearings gathering data for subsequent Perjury prosecution and the 
thought suggested itself to me that if Mr# Cooper was interested in this 
case as being material for an article, series of articles, or a book, that 
he might wish t<£ attend some of these civil hearings ' which mil be held 
before Judge Robert iT^OTilliams , presently a circuit . judge for this circuit, 
who is a very colorful figure. These hearings afford better entertainment 

*£ 1 7 

f , ! 
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than any show I have ever seen as Judge Yfilliams presides over the hearings 
and the testimony , given by aged Indians and negroes, presents many enter- 
taining features “and these hearings are illustrating very markedly the 
distance to which crooked lawyers will go in suborning perjury where cupidity 
and greed are the motives in efforts to attain a fortune when the heirship is 
in doubt and hard to establish as ; is true in this case* Should you consider 
this case and these hearings of sufficient importance to bring to the attention 
of Mr* Cooper and should he desire to attend them, I would advise him to pro- 
ceed immediately to Okmulgee. While I am in attendance at these trials,'! 
will be residing at the Beauclair Hotel at Okmulgee, and should you desire 
that I furnish Mr* Cooper with data I would be glad to give him some of the 
background of this case if he should contact me . 

•To say the least, Mr. Cooper or any other person attending these 
hearings would derive a great deal of entertainment from such attendance and 
also considerable knowledge of the estent to which lawyers and witnesses will 
go r in stretching the truth and in providing false testimony in attempts to 
establish false claims to large amounts of money. The civil hearings at 
Okmulgee will probably last two or three weeks. 


Very truly yours 
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r.J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington , 3) . C . 

Dear Sir: 


October 12,1937, 

*EMi38 


a^M. w msim . 



I am t.aking the liberty of enclosing a letter and some *ma t- 

' ‘ " ' * ' ‘ ® Mr. Pennington 

M^ScbMder 

$r“. Tan 



ter sent to Mr. Cooper and returned by the Post Office for want 
correct address. 

Will you kindly see that he receives it, and I hope vo fa~''can""' 


Mr. Natiban 
Mr. Tolson.^_..l 
Mr. Baughman ... 

N* 1 fe$? gg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Fosworth 

Mr. Qavin 

Mr. Karbo — 

Mr. Hottel 

Mr. Lester 

Mr- Mclntire 

Mr. INaugh-ton 

Mr. Nichols 


Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 
Miso Gandy 




spare time to read it also, as it concerns law enf orcement , and you 
will find in my letter to the Herald the crux of the situation as re- 
gards criminals with TJ.S .passports who. operate abroad. Many have re- 
turned to the States to continue their criminal careers there, lately 
the Neideker brothers^who are being afforded, the facilities of the 
U.S. courts to go through bankruptcy , and if thieves can go through 
bankruptcy why should not green goods operators and those working the 
wire tapping racket. 

Under the present conditions it would seem ‘that our govern- 
ment should plug up the loopholes in the extradition treaties, not 
only to protect its citizens but to aid police officials in the war 

on crime. - 

I happen to be police-minded as my father , Alonzo W. Corey , 

■was for many years Police Chief at Brookline , Mass . ana I am familiar 

’with the difficulties confronting the Police in their efforts to 
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put down crirae;hence my interest. 

INDEXED. _ 

The articles in the New Yorker are J efc^!^^A^fiy;Q^L)i(ntlfeii/'[^'tGW | TffiN 
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lAiH-WMlI * 


Very truly yours, 


iX OCT 19 1937 P. M, I , , 

M U. S. DEPARTMENT Oprf Wwe 
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Jfirftrral bureau of Jmiraffgation 

•flmteii States department of Huatice 

Los Angeles, California 
October 18, 1937 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir; 


PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 



Mr. ^ -zt . 


| Mr. 'i.o-n_u „ 

! Mr. 'iu__y „ 
r J£f£® C: ndy 


w I desire to call to your attention an article by 

J. Bjfts.Griswold, entijtled/I"How Many Times Have You been In Jail”. 

t M f yQ ■ , i „ ■»** •< - - 

which appears in The American Magazine for November, 1937* 

This article deals with and describes, the manner 
in which people testify in court, and lays particular emphasis 
on methods used by prosecuting and defense attorneys to embarrass 
the witness. 


Mr. . 


/■r. Cj: .y .. 


Mr. Fl s t.-Ca tii . . 

Mr. G;c : n 




While perhaps it is not particularly apropos in 
connection with the testifying done by Bureau Agents, I feel that 
it does offer some sound advioe ift this matter, and thought you 
might desire to call it to the attention of the various Field 
Divisions for the benefit of the Agents. 


decla 
os .. 


SS1F1ED BY 


truly yours> 

Ovl-^AAM 

v. i. parry; 
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jT 26 ’ 1937 ' - 

MD0BMD ^Ka y Thomson, 

Cartton Advertising Studios.' , 

1324 Walnut Street, 

A /) ' Philadelphia,. Pennsylvania. 

/ \ ' Dear, ^r. Thompsons 

I have ^received your letter dated October 21, 
-- 1937, relative to your syndicated "comic" strip, 

Myra North, Special Nurse, and suggesting that ray 
recent article in the " American Magazine" would-be 
D '// very suitable for the continuity of your strip. 'I 

• Sr suggest in this connection that you consult Mr : . Sumner 

/ Blossom of the "American Magazine," N e w iork City. 

j < The three-cent stamp which you enclosed with 

• / ' your letter is being returned herewith. '•]. 


Enclosure 


Sincerely yours j 
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COPY 

RAY .THOMPSON- . 7 
1324 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia, .Pa . ' 



ARTOON ADVERTISING STUDIOS 







" October 21, 1937 7 .- 

Mr. J . -^dgar hoover, . - . , , 

£ ederal B u reau.of Investigation, " 

■ Washington, D. ,C. . .. . 

Dear M r , Hoover: ' 

Have been reading with a great GeaL of interest your 
fascinating. ®Cooper collaborated" articles irr" American Mag- 
azine" and would like to congratulate you .both on this entertaining 
form of public service. I also enjoyed Courtney Riley’s book 
"Here’s to Crime". 

Perhaps you have seen or heard about the newspaper 
"comic" strip - MYRA NORTH, Special Nurse, which is syndicated by 
Scripss-Howard *s NEa Service in Cleveland. "Myra", is currently 
appearing in over 45 p daily papers and some 60 Sunday sheets. As 
Myra North is my creation (however, I just write the- continuity 
and send in rough sketches - Charles Coll does the finished 
drawings) 1 am naturally quite interested- in all. FBI activities 
and your personal explits. 

Particularly (and here’s the reason for this note) 
your article title "A ^uzzard in Disguise " in the November Issue 
of "American." If you've ever run across my strip at all you’ll 
see at once what a "natural" dontinuity this racketeer doctor wou ld 
make for my "nurse 
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1 wonder if you would have ' anyj^tejec liun lu my Arsing a • y “ 
plot on some of the material you set f oth ifiEpSfiife!. dHtm-cTe?-* ' Of' ' TtGA i ION 
course my story would be original as well as- the chi 
would be completely fictionalized -as to action, 
to use would be some of the fakery used by thesig, $mgg| 
doctors. It might be furthering a public 
tried to do in my current continuity exposing «the 



Thanks a thousand fold for any persofSSH. a^SBnents ydu may 
care to make, and for your courtesy in giving me a breif minute of 


ALL INFOfMMfjto 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DftTF M.wSM 


Sincerely, 



Rayj^hompson 
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November' 6, 1937. 


RECORDE.lt 

<77 - 3- L l ' 20 - 4^1 

Mr, Courtney Ryley Cooper „ 

433 North Lakeview Drive, 

Sebring, Florida, 


Dear Ryley t 

4 , ' '■ V . _ • . , . - . 

I thought you might be interested in 
the enclosed letter dated November 2, 1937, which 
I have received from Dr, Benjamin Morris, together 
with a copy of my reply, , ' 

*•» u * n 

With best wishes and kind regards. 

Cordially, 

$ • 

(? c Edgar Hpovor 
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November 6, 1937 < 




Dr« Bcnjaaiii: Horrid, 

West Unlon s West Virginia c 


Dear Dr, tSorrie? ; . ' _ ■ 

I have received year letter of Noveaber 
2, 1927c, in reference to the recent" article ca- . 
titled, a & Baaeard in Disguise, 15 which appeared 
in the American Ssg&sinoo 

lour thoughtfulness in writing ae is 
indeed appreciated, and I as sure that the expos- 
ing of the activities of Dr 0 Bisiaingor will ip 
no nay reflect upon any group of professional 
meno . : 

With host el shoo and hind regards. 
Sincerely yours. 


Sdgar Hoove t ' 

Mi INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
s ' DATE_3^ii-BY^Ji/£Md i 


CC-Mr. Courtney Hyley Cooper * T 

with copy of. incoming comunicationo^^i^<>*^^ j 
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Dr. Benjamin Morris 

West Union, W. Va. 


November 2„ 1937 


j| Mr. Cror^KI 

!; Mr. ’Ujan 

( Mr. Foxr;cS 
2 /It. Gtevin..^ 
BSr. Harbo 1 
Hr. Hnttel 


Mr, Jo Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, Do Co 

Dear Mr<> Hoover: 


l \\ 


Z.esf.**r . 


v<? 


0 Hr. jMcIntire 1 

Jj Naughten 1 

KpSr. Nichcls«<_ 
I. Hr. Pennington _ 
| Mr. SehUder 


As an ^steopathic physioian, it was with keen interest that I read yohr 1 *"' Tamm 

article " A^Buzzard in Disguise" in a current issue of thepAmerioan Magazine 7 , Tracy : ■-/ 

'' II 2Ai39 Gandy., 

The F,B,I, and all other agenoies concerned are to be oommended in exposing thislJ^/ 
quacko My profession is an honorable one and we are well rid of him. 

My sole purpose in writing you is to enlighten you with regards Osteopathic 
scope of practice and licensure. From your article I quote — s/nd, by means 

not known, obtained a lioense to praotioe medeoine and surgery inf the S: tat^ 
of Texaso" From this statement the reader oan Ally assume thatpiisiminger / 
an osteopath, through hook or crook obtained Jk/lioense to practice medeciya and 
surgery 0 The truth of the matter is that alMosteopaths in the_State o^pfexas 
are licensed to praotioe medeoine and surgery by virtue of the fact that they 
must pass the same State Board examinations as the M,D.'S 0 Texas is but one 
of many states wherejjfcsteop.athio ph ysic ians practice mededine and surgery in all 
its branches. Your article seems to indicate that Eisiminger had no right to 
do that which in turn infers that all ©steopathic ptiysioians do not have 
the right to unlimited practice and that if they do they are in a class with 
Eisiminger, Please be advised that Osteopathic colleges teach medeoine in 
all its branches and t hat their students are graduated as physicians in 
general. We are requ ired to pass a state board esaminat ion at least equal 
to that of other schools of medecine before we are permitted to practioe 0 

Ifjhile you / article makes capital of the fact that M„D.'s tried to expose 
this/man 0 the/Tulsa and Oklahoma City newspapers printed editorials commendimg 
the]wklahoma|Qsteopathic Society for their efforts in exposing this man and 
for being able to keep their own house dean, 

I am sure that you did not intend to create the impression that all « / 

Osteopaths were quacks nor did you intend to infer that all quacks were “ / V 

Osteopaths, However, I hesitate/to place the November issue of the Amerioan x ( 
on my reception room t§ble beoayse of your artiole. Should you ever write 
again on matters pertaining toAsteopaths or 0 steopathy, I in all friendliness 
suggest you first consult the^American Osteopathic Association in the same 
spirit in which you consult the Amerioan Medioal Association ,. .. — 


ion you consu 

^FORMATION CONTMNtu $gng” P J°\ 
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November 20„ 1937 


E3C0RDED 


Mro Suianer Blossom D 
The Editor ! g Office 9 
The American Iaga»ine 9 
New York City,, 


Y5> 


Dear Ir» Blossoms . V 

1 ’ . - - a . 

I . have your letter of November 11 th 9 - con- 
cerning the possibility of publishing a series of three. * 
articles oa parole in The American Magazine. 

. t, r * 

The survey on parole and prison releases 
to which you. refer is being conducted by a branch Vf the 
Department of Justice 9 and I understand- that air.ej>o&$ 
will be made within the comparatively near .future# . giving 
the results obtained through, this survey 6. Unfortunate!^.-, 
it does not appear that I can ascertain the exact time 
when the report will be issued -> If I Sacure any more 
definite information along this line 9 . I shall be very 
glad to pass it oh to you. ! 

* , 

~ With kind regards 9 . 

Sincerely yours 9 


ucrpiN IS UNCLl\SSlHtD • 
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Tig? EDITOR’S OFFICE 
THE AMEHlCAN MAGAZINE 


NEW YORK ' ' 



November 11, 1937 


A 


Dear Mro Hoover* 

„ ami , , , I ttenk that Coop mentioned to you the .Mooney material c 

“° °/ 0r Us * Se 1 riSS of three a rticles oni parole. from the 
angle that at does not work out in practice to be what it is in 

“ iS V ^omation tS? 

agency or other is spending a sum of money, said to be a million dollars 

for a Federal survey on Parole Administration, and that a report is to * 
be made early in the Year 1938 e reporc is no 

. ^ ou can see that, from our point of view, if we published 
such a series as Mooney has proposed, and about the same timetae 
Federal Committee, or Commission, should issue a report upholding: the 
practice of parole, we might be well out on a lirabo Accordingly, I am 
wondering if you have any information you care to give me about^this 
parole investigation and its sponsors ■> 

With best personal regards, I am 
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December 3 » 193?. 


Mr. Ralph I». Burry, 

Treasurer, . ' * 

Wayne Paper Box and 'Printing Corpora tion, 
Calhoun apd Superior Streets, 

Port Wayne , Indiana. ' 


Dear Hr* Burry: * - ' 

X have received your letter of November 29 
193?, .with your request for njy opinion oe the 
reliability of the writings of $r. ; Courtney Ryley 
Cooper . 

For your information Mr. Cooper has 
specialised in writing on crime for the past several 
years and I regard hi® as on® of the country's 
foremost writers. 1 sa sure that you will find the 
contents of hi a bock "Here's to Crime n based upon 
fact and of .a reliable nature.” ' r 




Mr. Nathan — . 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Baughman 

| Mr. C!cgg_._ 

Mr. Coffey w f ~ 

Mr.’ Crowl 1 | 

Mr. Egan ‘ — — 

I/ir. Fosworth 

*jl Mr. Gif vin c 

j'.lr. HXrrbo , 

s? 

I. ter. KctteH .1 

> • hir. Lifirt'iX 

■ !' I r. ECc* ; tire 


I.Cr. 


Mr. Fennington 

i! V 

I rSr.V^Mer 
Mr. Tamm 
j; Mr. Tracy 
! Mias Gandy 

!! 



Sincerely yours, 
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CALHOUN & SUPERIOR STS. 

DESIGN ERS -ENGRAVERS - PRINTERS AND BINDERS 

, F Q RT WtoNE ,INX>IANA. 


November 29 B 1937 


_ I.' s'nStf office ' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

(^Washington, D* C 0 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Dear Sir: : DATE RY '$m»m 

f I would appreciate your, information as to how. 

muKih reliability can be placed on the writings of Mr* 

C/urtney RyleyM3ooper, who is the author of the book, 
s 1 to Utfittte." ' 

r F' ,.I Lim | -- . i irn ^ — TiT i — 1 

I have been preparing some, information for a 
paper to be given on the general subject of crime and 
have used this text book as one source. It goes into 
-the matter very freely and in great detail* Therefore, 

I want to be sure that the information contained therein , 

- . can be considered accurate for conditions as they exist 
today* I have also received considerable information 
from special agent in charge of this division of your 
bureau, Mr* H,. H. Reinecke* 

Whatever information you can give me as, to the 
\ above author, I shall appreciate it., very much. 

• ‘ Sincei^l^^ybur s, 


RLB/ry 


Cm Lj(Burry 


Treas * 
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jj^Mr^Nathan 

Mr. ToJson 

Mr. Bau pliman 

Mr. Cleg*? _ 

Mr. CofT^y 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Efron 

Mr. S'cxT/ovth 

I*m. GJ jvin 

Mr. I^i-rbo 

\\ r. K'cttsi 



MS30RAHDOM FOR THE <ATT0RR3SY GENERAL 
! 1 ■ 


I have received your memorandum dated . 
November 30, 1937, with reference to the letter 
you have recently received from llr.Merle E, Rudy 
Of St. Petersburg, Florida, who.is deairouSi of V . ? 

securing a wider distribution for the .recent book, 
"Here’s, to Crime," written by Courtney . -By ley Cooper. 

I feel that this book is an excellent 
portrayal of crime conditions and that its. wide- 
spread distribution : would be of material apM'stanee 
in focusing attention oh existing evils-. However, 
as- you have pointed out in your memorandum I do not 
know of any suggestions we could possibly make with 
©. view of securing greater distribution of this book. 
I do think that Mr. Rudy’ s 'intention of furnishing 
copies to local officers us Christmas presents is 
quite commendable and is indicative of an excellent 
cooperative spirit. . 
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November 30, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER. 


A 


1 



Mr. Toly on _ 

Mr. Bailsman 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Crowl 
Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Foxwortli 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Hnrbo 

Mr. Hottel 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclntire 
Mj/ Naughten 
'Ir. Nichols 
Mr. Pennington 

Mr. Schilder 

Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy ,j 



Please note the attached letter. Kindly 
return it to me with any suggestions you may have 
to make relative to a reply. 

I do not know the writer of the letter. 

I thought possibly you might have some information 
as to the circulation of the book to which he refers.- 
I do not know that there is anything very definite 
we can suggest, although naturally I would like to 
boost Cooper’s book all I can. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEJh iM- 
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COPY 


MERLE E. ROBY 
;blMW : ' 

Southern Rational Bank Building 
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 


Hovember 22, 1937 


•Hon.. Homer S. Cummings, 

U. S. Attorney General, 

Washington, 

D. C. q 

Re: "Here’s to Crime" 

By Courtney Ryley Cooper 

Dear Mr. Gumming a: 

Being a Republican and diametrically opposed to most 
Hew Beal economic theories, this is not written with any 
anticipation of favor or recognition. 

But, being an American lawyer in the twenty-sixth 
year of a genter&l civil practice, I wish to give expression to 
a deep, unexpressed appreciation on the pert of many good 
American citizens concerning tha highly efficient manner in 
■which your Department has functioned in the prosecution of 
crime • and .the full co-operation you hdve given the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. . 

In my humble opinion, the excellent .work of your 
Department off-sets and* helps us to condone many acts of other 
departments which .we otherwise believe to be heinous and 
. dangerous in their very inception and nature. 


The above entitled bobk is ..of such inestimable 
value that we wish some method could be arranged for general 
distribution, of copies .thereof to* lisiw enforcement officials 
throughout , the nation. I a®. 'g ping to supply copies to some 
local officials 'as Christmas presents^ 

RECORDED & INDBSS%> 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 


DATE B Y 


MER/lw 


Very truly yours^™^™^^-^" 

X 


/e/ MERLE EJ^KU; 
Merle E. Rudy 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT .OF JUSTICEDECMBER 16 1937 
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BECORBEU’o : COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. , A 





f Ll' Z0’ £/Sl 

TrAnsmiv-the 'following raes/a^ 


age to: COURTNEY RILEY COOPER 

SEBRIHG FLORIDA 


DEAR RILEY WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR LETTER TO CLYDE ADD MANUSCRIPT GUN 

• 

CRAZY DESIBE TO ADVISE If HAS BEEN: REVIEWED AND THE FOLLOWING 

5 ■ . . 

SUGGESTIONS ARE MADE PAGE THREE LINE SIX CHANGE DEAD FORM TO 
MORTALLY WOUNDED OFFICER PAGE FIVE CHANGE GRADY ON LAST LINE TO BRADY 

PAGE SIX DELETE LAST TWO SENTENCES IB PARAGRAPH ONE' AND IN LAST LINE 

\ 

OF SECOND PARAGRAPH CHANGE EIGHT TO SIX AND SEVENTEEN TO SIXTEEN PAGE 
SEVEN LISES FIVE AID SIX DELETE ALL IS' THE SERVICE OF THE LORD PAGE 
\/ SINE PARAGRAPH TWO LINE ONE CHANGE PIQUA TO TROY MAKE SAME CHANGE 




.•■LINE IIQHTOT -PAGE TIB PAGE ELEVEN LINE ONE CHANGE THEY TO THEIR 


_PAG1 TWELVE "/LINE ONE CHANGE LEVEY TO LEVY SAME CHANGE ■ PAGE FOURTEEN 

■ -,</• ■ ... 

. .PARAGRAPH 0131 LINE FOUR PAGE FOURTEEN LAST, LINE CHANGE THE US ITED STATES . 
'milGR&TIOITTG A GOVERNMENT PAGE TWESTYTHREE. LINE FIFTEEN CHANGE CONNECTICUT 

i ■ ■ ■ - > ~r • / • . • . 

t-'y , 

|ES ENGLAND LISE TWENTYSIX CHANGE THROUGH ' TO FROM LAST LINE CHANGE . 

'C > - 

)F POLICE TO STATE OFFICERS PAGE TWENTYFOUR LAST LINE CHANGE WIFE 
rfiER THE STORY IS FINE BEST WISHES 

JEK . 



ALL INFORMATION C0NTA1NE3 - 

“"AWfi 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
SEBRING FLORIDA 

DEAR RYLEY WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR LETTER TO CLYDE AND 

MANUSCRIPT GUN CRAZY DESIRE TO ADVISE IT HAS BEEN REVIEWED AND 

THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS ARE MADE PAGE THREE LINE SIX CHANGE DEAD 

FORM TO MORTALLY WOUNDED OFFICER PAGE FIVE' CHANGE GRADY ON LAST 

LINE TO BRADY PAGE SIX DELETE LAST TWO SENTENCES -WHS* IN PARAGRAPH 

ONE AND IN LAST LINE OF SECOND PARAGRAPH CHANGE EIGHT TO SIX AND 

SEVENTEEN TO SIXTEEN PAGE SEVEN LINES FIVE AND SIX DELETE ALL 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD PAGE NINE PARAGRAPH TWO LINE ONE 

CHANGE PIQUA TO TROY MAKE ^AME CHANGE LINE EIGHTEEN PAGE 
✓ 


TEN PAGE ELEVEN LINE ONE CHANGE THEY TO THEIR PAGE TWELVE 
LINE ONE CHANGE LEVEY TO LEVY SAME CHANGE PAGE FOURTEEN 
PARAGRAPH ONE LINE FOUR 'PAGE FOURTEEN LAST LINE CHANGE THE UNITED 
STATES IMMIGRATION TO A GOVERNMENT PAGE TWENTYTHREE LINE FIFTEEN 
CHANGE CONECTICUT TO NEW ENGLAND LINE TWENTYSIX CHANGE. THROUGH TO 
FROM LAST LINE CHANGE CHIEF OF POLICE TO STATE OFFICERS 
PAGE TWENTYFOUR LAST LINE CHANGE WIFE TO MOTHER THE STORY IS FINE 
BEST WISHES 

KEX XXX * JEH . 

BI S 1 

R1 CHGS3 MINS W 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 1$ UriC 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 


EAT>sRP 
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ifteibeml SSttremx of fiuirsiigation. 
39m ted ^tates Hlppartmettt nf Shistire 

Wastfmgton, JB. €■. 

December 15 , 1937V ,-* 5 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR' 




With reference to the attached article by Ryley Cooper on the 
Brady gang it is recommended that Paragraph One on Page Three be so 
changed as to remove the statement that Officer Minneman was "dead beside 
the car", since Minneman did not die until the evening of the shooting 
after he had been transported to a hospital. 

The penultimate paragraph on Page Six reflects that Brady's 
mother died in 1928. As a matter of fact his mother died in 1926 and ' 
Brady's stepfather died in 1928. This is a factual error and should, 
of course, be changed. 



The last paragraph, beginning on Page 9 and continuing on 
Page 10, relates to the murder of a grocery clerk in Piqua, Ohio. As a 
matter of fact this murder occurred in the robbery of a grocery store at 
Troy, Ohio. 

On Page 14 it is stated that the Brady gang held up an officer 
of the United States Immigration Department. The files do not indicate 
clearly whether this man was an Immigration officer or an Internal 
Revenue man and, accordingly, it is suggested that this ' sentence be re- 
worded to confine it to a general statement that the man was an employee 
of a Government agency. 




.JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


AC ;EAM 
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Uteitirral Shtreau of Jlnuoattgation 
Mmtcft States Bepartoirnt of Kusitri* 
Jfflasljingtnn, IL C. 

December 14, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM 


RE: BRAGA. 


.... URivihMJn 

E1N IS U \ 




Reference is made to the attached article entitled 1 /fe jnn Crazy” 
and your request that a review be made of it for any misstatements of 
fact outlined therein. 

On page 2' in the last paragraph, it is stated in setting out , 
details relative to the murder of Indiana State Policeman Paul Minneman 
and the wounding of a Deputy Sheriff that "The police car swung toward 
the chur ch^wi th brakes applied. Instantly the heavy machine gun....." 

The manner in which this is related gives rise to the inference that 
State Policeman Minneman and the Deputy Sheriff had trailed the Brady 
Gang to the church, where the members of the gang were 'waiting in ambush 
and approached the church knowing of the ambush in an attempt to capture 
the members of the gang. The Bureau file reflects that the members of 
the Brady Gang, while escaping from the scene of the bank robbery, observed 
the police car, turned the car in which they were riding and fled the 
scene outdistancing the police car completely. After they, ’had successfully 
eluded the car, on approaching crossroads they drove their : car behind 
a church and prepared the ambush described in the article. Soon thereafter 
the police car containing the State Policeman and the Deputy Sheriff approach 
ed the crossroads where the church was located, behind which members of 
the Brady Gang were concealed, and as they approached the crossroads they 
slowed the police car down and State Policeman Minneman had' started to 
open the door just before, the car stopped to get. out and look at the 
crossroads and tire tracks to determine which way the gang car had’ 
proceeded. As he was opening the car door,' just before the car stopped, the 
members of the Brady Gang opened fire with the results set out- in the article 
It therefore' appears that the killing was more vicious and wanton than is 
indicated by the wording of the article, inasmuch as the State Policeman 
and the Deputy Sheriff did not know of the presence of the members of the 
gang until they were shot. 

On page 3, paragraph one, it is stated that' the members of the 
gang continued to fire at the "dead form beside the car," referring to the 
body of Indiana State Policeman Minneman. In actuality, Minneman died in 
St. Joseph's Hospital, Logansport, Indiana, at 6:50 P. M., May 27, 1937, 
after he was transported there from the scene of th^ lying. — 
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Memo, for Mr. Tamm. 


- 2 - 


December 14, 1937. 


Page 4, first paragraph. It is stated that "The machine gun 7 ^ 
which they had stolen from the base of a soldier's monument in a small 
Ohio town." It is believed that no mention should be made of the source 
of this machine gun inasmuch as other gangsters may obtain an idea as to 
a possible source of such machine guns. It. should suffice to state that 
a machine gun was stolen without mentioning the source. 


On page 5, paragraph 2, it is stated that "These men boasted 

that they had killed three police officers " It is noted that 

Dalhover admits the murder of two police officers but emphatically 
denies the murder of the third. The third police officer referred 'to 
in the article apparently is Frank Levy of Anderson, Indiana, which 
murder Dalhover has specifically denied. The file, however, reflects 
the statement of Roy McKay, former associate of Brady, and Dalhover, 
who states Dalhover boasted about the murder to him and McKay furnished 
a detailed statement ^relative to Dalhover 's boastful narration of the 
incident. It is therefore believed that tl\e Bureau is protected in the 
statement that the members of the Brady Gang boasted, that they had 
killed three police officers. Further details relative to the slaying 
of officer Levy are set forth on page 11 of the article. 


The last paragraph on page 5 reflects the name' of the gang as 
"Grady." This should be corrected to read Brady. 


Page 6, penultimate paragraph, reflects that 'Brady' s mother died 
in 1928 when the boy was 17," whereas the files reflect the fact that 
Brady's mother died in December, 1926, and that, it was Brady's step- 
father who died in 1928. 


Page 9, the last paragraph which is continued on page 10, 
and the first five paragraphs on page 10, relate the facts relative to the 
murder of a grocery store clerk in Piqua, 0|we. .^he files in the Bureau 
reflect that this murder occurred in and during the course of the robbery 
of the Fulmer Grocery Store at Troy, Ohio. 


Page 13, the entire page, and the first paragraph on page 14, 
relates to the purchase of a machine gun at a bar in a small town in 
Kentucky. It is. stated that the gun was purchased for $175; that 
later they purchased ammunition from a "renegade policeman;" that when 
they tried out the gun "it was not in working condition." "But they 
lugged it along with them, nevertheless, wherever, they went. It was a 
big gun, a dangerous gun if they could only repair it." The purchase of 
and events connected with the purchase of this gun apparently relate to 



Memoo for Mr* Tamm - 3 = December 14# 1937 


the sale of a Marlin machine gun to the members of this gang by Elmer 
Joyce # a Cincinnati policeman through one John Segga r# and it is believed 
that this information should not be set forth in any article for publica- 
tion at this time in view of the fact that the Bureau is presently com- 
pleting an investigation into the sale of this machine gun and 
other guns and ammunition to the members of the Brady Gang by Elmer Joyce 
and relative to the part John Seggar played in the transfer o Statements 
suoh as "it was not in working condition" and "if they could only repair 
it" attributed to the Director in a published artiole might serve as 
an excellent defense for Joyoe and Seggar in the event prosecution is 
authorized and they set up the defense that the gun was not in working 
condition and was classed as a relico It is believed# also# that the 
statement that they obtained ammunition from the policeman# might infer 
that they obtained nothing else# whereas in actuality they obtained 
rifles and pistols from himo It is also noted that the policeman 
either arranged for or assisted in making arrangements for the repairing 
of this machine gun and actually went with the members of the gang after 
it was repaired to his mother's farm "where it v;as tried out and found to 
be in working conditiono 

For the reasons set forth above and for the additional reason 
that it is believed that when publicity is given to the sale of these 
firearms to the Brady Gang it should be complete and the true facts con- 
cerning the dealings of the Cincinnati policeman with this gang published 
in full# it is suggested that the information relative to the sale of this 
machine gun and the events surrounding it not be inoluded in this article 
at this time 0 

On page 14# the last paragraph it Is stated that "This crowd 
even possessed the effrontery to hold up an officer of the United States 
Immigration Department in Chioago# and steal his car from him — «" The 
only place in the file that it appears that Oo Jo Salinger who is the 
fficer referred to# is an officer of the United States Immigration 
Service# is in the statement of Dalhovero Elsewhere in the file he is 
referred to as; an Agent of the United States Internal Revenue Bureau# 
which references are based on a newspaper article# and nowhere in the 
file does it appear that his connection with the Government has been 
verifiedo It is therefore believed that this statement should not be 
madeo 


Other than as indicated above# the facts contained in this 
article are true statements o 


Respectfully# 



Ao Cornelius o 





Sunday • 

I am hoping that this will catch .you before 
you start West, as there is need for hurry in checking 
this yarn. I think that Blossom hopes to get it into an 
issue which is being made up, and owing to the delay, 
on Dalhover etc, I am terribly late^on it* 

And I hope that if you already have started 
West,, Miss Shaffer will know how to route it' so that 
it can have a speedy checking. 

This should not be difficult, as practically 
all the stuff in the story can be found either in the 
summary report on Dalhover, including his confession, 
the confessions of the two wives, .the statement of MacKaye, 
the prisoner who was in the Indiana jail with the gang 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


Dear Clyde : 


and in the statements of Brady to the Chicago police 
after his capture.; 

Hope you have a swell trip home . Let me know 
is soon as- possible what changes are to be made. 
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December 22, 1937® 

RECORDED . ' ■ . ‘ _ . , 

4 q-n^'z- (/__ 20- L t- £> " 

./INDEXED. ' «. *< ' 

; Jtr. Courtney J^Xey Cooper, 

433 Horth Lake view Drived , ; * 

Sabring, Horida 0 V 


DearRyleys- 


ti 




With' reference to your note of December 19th, 
please be advised that I have forwarded a draft of the cover 
essay entitled TH^fsisT POLXCEMM toISr. ■ Charles TlJjFerffugon n 
Associate Editor 0 |Mea der 8 s : \ 

With kindest -regards, ancf J ,beat wishes, 

i • *..• 4 ."?v 

*20 

Sincerely,* 


cT.v Tfrv.v 


Mr f Nathan 

Mr, Toleon 

Baughman , 
ilr. Clegg 


Elr., Coffey 

Mr. Crowl- * 

Mr. Kfiroi*,,,., 

Mr. Fo^nvofth 


AYr, (Bavin 
Ur. Harbo 
Mr. I3ott*8l ... 


j ILr. Letter 

I jv’r. Mclnilro..,*,.,, 
Mr. Naught ten 
Mr. Nichole,.,,*,,* 
iUr. Pennington 
Mr. Boson 
Mr. Seh 

Tjlr. Tamna , r . ia j ira , 
Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gaudy 


HEREIN JS UMCllAS 

DATE 9 -S^SiM' 
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Januapr- 3 p 19380 
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Mr. Courtney EylejP Cooper, 
433 North Lakeview Drive, 
Sebring, Florida* 


- I 


(P 


Dear Ryleys 


\ 


V 


I thought you might be interested in the 
enclosed memorandum concerning Dr* CourtneyJfHotheringB 

Ma 

' J > ^ \ 

are mriy items of hunan interest in thisiK 
Individual* s^career and the thought has occurred to me':- 

y ° U “ lght desire to bea n it in mind for seme 
future article in the American Magazine* 

O \ 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

4 > 

Sincerely yours. 
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January 13, 1933. 


Mr. Nathan 

j 

j 

Mr. ToldcM.^;.; 

— t 

Mr. Baughman*. 

.*.» i 

Mr. 

■ ' ' i 

Mr; iih’. 

7"; \ 

Mi*: eVffWi ....'.v; 

*?“• ’ 

Mr; tigrifl.. 

X. | 

Mr. Fa*wdrth ... 

JL 1 

nir. diavte 

if 

Mr. Ha#t>d 

41 

for. Hottol . 

J 

Mr. Lastar 

4 

Mr. 

.. 4 / 

'Mr. Naughten - 


Mr. Nichols 

Mr. PenninfftoiA- 

/_ 

Mr. Roeeti 


Mr. gohUder;..*. 

■ • 

Mr. . 

»*•» 


ft pin to 

Mies Qmky 

! 1 

•••ft 

.... 

vuAr^rtwmuemA 


Mr. George S. Hamilton, 
Headmaster, 

Saint Paul’s School for Boys, 
2101 Rogers Avenue, 

Baltimore, Maryland. 


Bear Mr. Basil tom 


• Your letter of January 10, 1933, has 
been received regarding your intention of putting 
on an educational, program concerning the criminal 
problems confronting our nation. 

, The support which you accord to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in its efforts to successfully 
combat the criminal element in our nation is indeed 
very encouraging. Your expression of 'confidence is 
einserely appreciated and it is my earnest hope that 
we vbf this Bureau say continue to merit your faith. 

You may be assured that the statements 
contained in Courtney Ryley Cooper’s book,. "Here's To * 
Crime," may be relied upon as & reasonably accurate 
picture of the roots of crime.* As of j possible interest 
to you I a 2 ! enclosing a number of this Bureau 1 s 
publications which I thought you might like to read. 

Tfith best wishes and kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(ilCATIOHS SECTION I 7 

4 a i u g o 5 aii lairAHB a ft t i a an nnMTAiMrn 


JftNl3 1938 


*■*«•« •'TSS* 

ii. %. iltHftliS ai Or iUSU6E_ 
(' Enclosure 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEI 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATF 9r.rJ{ 



The FBI; Selec. & Tng; Criminal Ident; 

: Crime and the Citizen; Youth -and Crime; 

^ True Costs of. Crime; The Enemy on our Soil; 
* Crime's Challenge to Society; 

Public Duty in Law Enforcement 







2101 ROGERS AVENUE 


BALTIMORE, MD. 



Jan 10th, 1938 


Mr„ J, Edgar Hoover, 

Head of Fed. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D; C /-t 



My dear Mr. Hoover 


1 am one of the many Americans 
who think of you and your splendid organization 
with intense pride and thankfulness. Although I 
realize that you are tremendously busy, may I 
ask a small favor of you? I should not do so if 
* / it were not for the fact that I want your endorse 

( j ^ ment before putting on an educational program re- 
\r garding the conditions that foster and Safeguard 

crime. 


Mr. Nr. than . 
Mr. Tolson.. 
Mr. Banghm 
Mr. Clegg... 
Mr. Coffey .. 
Mr. Growl .. 

Mr. Egan 

Sir. Foxwort 
Mr. Glavin . . 
Mr. H&rhu .. 
Mr. Kotto\ .. 
Mr. Lester . . 
Mr. MelntLre 
Mr. Naught 
T /ir. Nichols ' 
I.ir. Female? 
1 £r. Eosen .. 
Mr. Sehilder 
Mr. Tamm .. 
Mr. Tracy... 
Miss Gc^dy. 




y q You are doubtless familiar with 
Courtney Ri'ley Cooper ’ s bookl^H ere’s To Crime** . 

Are the statements contained ‘in that book accur- 
ate? Can I, an inexperienced, average citizen, rely 
upon the information to be found in this book as 
giving a reasonably accurate picture of the roots 
of crime? 

Thanking you for your assistance 
in this matter, I am, 

Sincerely and respectfully yours, 
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P- department of justice 


Suite 1729* 111 Sutter, 
San Francisco, California 
January 24, 1938 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

' JJ am attaching hereto a copy of the 

first of a iSeries of newspaper articles appear- 
ing in thdmban Francisco Exam iner, which are 
reproduction^ or uourtney KyTe^^ooper® ^‘Here’s 
To Crime" „ * 


Mr. Nathan. 
Tolsoii.ll 

Mr. Bau^f.rr.rLa 

Mr. Cl?f?g ‘ 

Mr. Couey 

Mr. Crcwl 

Mr. Errm 

Mr. 5?V>itworth 

Mr. GHvin 

Mr. Kj-rsa 

Mr. 1 ->iicl — 

Mr. f.tfttelf - — 

Mr, 

Mr, r«ar/i J l .oa 
§ .Mr. JX..v&a 
Mr. — 

Mr, Xiimaa . 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy ._K 


Unless otherwise instructed the 
subsequent articles will not be clipped and 
forwarded to the Bureau as they would serve no 
purpose, to my knowledge* 


NJLP:MLA 

Enclosure 


& 


M 


Very truly yours, 



N / J. L. PIEPi 
Specytl Agent in Charge 
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^Sere’s to-Crime' 


ILL So UmderwwM 

Courtney Ryley Cooper 



“Here’s to crbne”->-an amazing, nerve-chilling challenge \ 
. — starts today in The Examiner -^—exclusively. ’ I 

Read the truth— names , dates and places — of the opera - 1 
tion of the appalling criminal network— the underworld un - 1 
covered! * ' ; 

Courtney Ryley Cooper, its author, “knows more about 
crime and criminals than any other writing man in' America ,” 
says J. Edgar Hoover , chief of the Federal Bureau of tn - 
vestigalion. *• • 

Crooked politicians, corrupt police, murderers, ponderers, 
bandits, confidence men, counterfeiters, prostitutes, gang- 
sters', thugs, hoboes, racketeer s-^3, $00,000 partners in crime 
— filching billions in their joint operations of America’s big- 
gest business! 

Here is the first chapter of' this gmazing expose: 

By COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
CHAPTER ONE 

' JUNGLE GROWTH * ' * 

* *.*>'• * * 


f » v V ' : ■ 

*14 > 

w f *nop 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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It had been several hours since Bruno Richard Haupt- 
mann had stumbled to the stiff -armed electric chair in the 
tiny-eseeettiion chamber at State prison in Tr&ttcaXjN. J. We 
who had seen him die were too* j 

tired for sleep; thousands of 1 * ^ 

words had rolled off our ' type- 
writers into the hand? of swift- 
working telegraphers; at last, 
however, it was over. 

The big pressroom, set up in a 
prison workshop, now was merely 
a place of silent litter. The clat- 
ter of typewriter instruments, the 
rattle of telegraph "speed-bugs,” 
the ringing of telephones; was 
silenced. The wire crews, worked 
stolidly at the job of dismantling; 
tomorrow this place no - longer, 
would be ankle-deep in papers, 
nor would it be jammed with | 
cigarette eating newspaper men, 
intent upon relaying every possi- 
ble detail of the death of a 
human being to a news-hungry 
public. 


The floors would be clean. 
There would be daylight to take 
the place of the white burning 
kliegs which had played upon us 
for the benefit of the newsreels 
while we pounded out the story 
of a last few steps to death. 
There would be . whirring ma- 
chinery instead of typewriters 
and cameras, guards instead of 
ycity editors, convicts instead of 

We took a last look about us, 
we W hflLJi^ d Jingerpd tp send an 
extra “take” for * ■ the 71 a ter 
editiojisT Theh, in the aphion of 
men with jaggedl nerves, we went 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Gives inoido on { jango • , 

down to thq Dutchman's for the 
relaxing influence of a seidel of 
Pilsner. 

The subject remained— £5®upt- 
mann — how he had wasted, 


( Continued on Page J&'Col. SJ 
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I whether or not he really had 
j meantrttT^walk past the ch air 
when the guards reached out- to 
grab him and strap him into the 
death seat, whether he realized 
what was going on, whether he 
really had collapsed in the death 
house as the guards had told us. 
Everything was Hauptmann — 
his final hours of life, his sham- i 
bling entrance, his bony face and 
shiny, full-shaved head, his 
failure to make a final state- 
ment and the possible reasons ) 
; therefor. But in all our conver- j 
sation, wherein many an unusual j 
j fact was pointed out, one of im- ^ 
| portance was not considered. j 

■ America Breeds 

• Clever Criminals 

' Bruno Richard Hauptmann 1 
1 really was an unusual criminal \ 

1 for these days: He remained true 1 
| to one type of crime. Haupt- 

• mann’s specialty in outlawry 
I centered about the baby car- 
riage. If every lawbreaker were 
like him, there would be less of 
i an American enforcement prob- 
; lem. 

■ The opposite, however, is true. 
America breeds ambidextrous 
outlaws, and thus stands apart 
from the rest of the world. Even 
in this country, there was a time 
when a person who pitted him- 
self against the law did so along 
one special line of endeavor. 

He adopted a particular form 
of i pfrar &ion In much the g gme 
j fasidonthat a ijraftenQHper- i 

fects himself in a given trade, to j 
‘ follow it the rest of his life. He l 


was like Hauptman, who began 
his march to the electric chair 
by .^peetetetthg in robbers of 
1 women . who wheeled baby car- 
! riages along German highways. 

| To a certain degree he used the 
i kidnaping technique even there, 
so frightening the woman whom 
he threatened that her whole 
thought was for her baby, thus 
allowing the marauder to plun* 
der and escape without detection. 
For the Lindbergh kidnaping, he 
merely reversed the method: He 
took the baby and, by doing so, 
frightened the parents into the 
payment of 50 thousand dollars 
and eventually brought about his 
own death. 

The Hauptmann technique In 
American crime would allow law 
enforcement to revert to the com- 
paratively simple problems which 
prevailed up to the advent of 
prohibition. Even in those com- 
paratively placid days, America 
was the world’s most lawless na- 
tion; but, at least, the under- 
world was an underworld and not 
a jungle; a person broke the law 
and either got caught or got 
away. He was not affiliated in a 
dozen other types of crime nor 
aided by an army of helpers. 
Moreover, he did not constitute 
an actual threat to the safety of 
a nation. 



In the present days of super-! 
crime it is almost impossible forj 
anK-Gaeto escape its results. Fig-» 
ures compiled by^bo^federal 
Bureau of Investigation show 
! that it is probable that only one 


person out of four will live a life 
of 60 years without be ing the v ic- 
tim Ot a"serious crime tantamount 
to robbery, assault, rape, arson, 
manslaughter or murder. There 
are a million and a half such of- 
fenses every year. This means 
that the lives of 75 per cent of 
our entire population have been 
or will be marred by major 
criminality. - 

A great part of this is due to 
the fact that our vicious crim- 
inals no longer follow the Haupt- 
mann routine. Twenty years ago 
life in the underworld was en- 
tirely different from that of to- 
day. Pickpockets stuck to their 
nimble tricks, forgers remained 
true to their particular endeavors, 
safeblowers looked with scorn 
upon any profession other than 
the one for which they felt them- 
selves best fitted. 

It was highly unusual in those 
days to find a thief who wai s also 
a counterfeiter, or a confidence 
man who would willingly asso- 
ciate with the most desperate 
gangsters in America. 

Crime today, however, is a mat- 
ter of many alliances and affilia- 
tions, making enforcement doubly 
difficult in a country where the 
majority of local agencies suffers 
from one or more of such mala- 
dies as corruption, inefficiency, 
lack of funds, or political dom- 
| inance. 

| l am reminded of a luncheon In 
one of the big Eastern cities last 
winter. There were present a 
Federa^fifiS^er, the mawsrSnd a 
IsWgh ranking police omcer. The 
federal man had been talking 
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about certain . facts which had 
come ftr him concerning a rack- 
eteer whose annual “take" from 
this city, through race' track bet- 
. ting, vice and gambling, ran into 
millions of dollars. 

Mow Extortion 
Racket Works- ' 

“I am informed said the 
Federal officer, “that this fel- 
low also uses extortion 
methods, but they are of a type 
which cannot be reached 
through Federal statutes. The 
case is one for the municipal 
police" department alone. For 
instance, if a new night club 
opens and his gang believes it 
will be a paying investment, 
one of the members drops in 
with an offer to buy an interest 
at a ridiculous figure. The offer 
is refused. A fevy days later 
the place Is stinkbombed, 
waiters are beaten, and patrbns 
frightened away. Soon after- 
ward, the offer is renewed. This 
time it is accepted, and the 
gang thus cuts into a highly 
profitable investment for about 
ten cents on the dollar.” 

The Mayor squirmed. 

“This is horrible,” he said to 
his police companion. The offi- 
cer was silent. The Federal man 
went on. • 

“Then, of course, there is the 
control of all houses of prosti- 
tution, plus a race track betting 
system whereby every bookie 
must pay $60 a day for taking 
, bets. Another section of the 
I gang Is muscling- in on labor 
! unions; H am told, that It causes 
needless strikes upon which a 
price is set— ^any‘ manufacturer 
who has been, affected by the 
particular union controlled by. 
this outfit can ‘settle* his strike, 
not by acceding to the demands 
< of the strikers, hut by paying 
the controlling gang certain 
sums of money, ranging up to 
$10,000. In other words, it Is 
I an attempt at underworld con- 
! trol^Wiksa’ through outlaw 
j unions.” 

I Th^?Mayor grew red-faced. He 


pounded the table a nd whirl ed 
toward his police officer. 

“Inspector,” he shouted, “why 
haven't we learned about this 
before?” 

The inspector cleared his 
throaty 

“There's a very good reason, 
Mr. Mayor,” he answered calm- j 
ly. “And II believe it Is a com- 
pliment to the force. It shows 
that our police officers are 
honest. , They don't mix with 
the underworld and, therefore, 
they naturally wouldn't find 
out stuff like this.” 

I cite, this instance not for its 
almost weird police attitude, but 
because this particular city is 
rated as possessing one of the 
best police forces in the United 
States. It deserves that rating; 
for, as compared to other munici- 
pal outfits, it is highly efficient. 
In this particular case there was 
an unexpected denouement. 

A grand jury, assembled to 
look only into routine matters, 
took the bit in its teeth and 
appealed for a special prosecut- 
ing-investigating force to run 
down rumors of gang control. 
The Governor obeyed the de- 
mand, and appointed at its head 
a man whose honesty, while 
unimpeachable, was not of the 
easily soiled sort that would 
force the investigator to stay 
on the other side of the street 
when a crime was being com- 
mitted. 


In Three Months 

Within three months the gran- 
ite foundations of the city had 
cracks in them as the result of 
rackets revelations. Withip a few 
months more, practically every 
charge made by the Federal 
agent had been proved and the 
super-racketeer was on his way 
to prison. 

This incident in what is consid- 
ered a .most efficiently policed 
city may give you a faint idea of 
.why you have only one Chance 
out of four to go through life 
without being a victtea-eTamajor 
crime, why .there are a quarter J 


of a million potential murderers 
yoamingatJ§^ge with 4Q&£QQ-pe~ 
^entiafl^vfctims who are doomed 
to die by murder. 

The illustration becomes more • 
effective with the repetition that ‘ 
this police force, which was “too « 
honest" to brush elbows with the 
underworld, stands near the top 
of a heap of 40,000 law enforce- 
ment agencies, containing 170,000 1 
policemen, detectives, marshals, 
constables and sheriffs. I am 
super-conservative in saying that 
more than half of these men are 
either inefficient, dishonest, 
ignorant, politically controlled, or 
thoroughly unaware of the re- 
quirements demanded of a first-. 

1 class, present-day law enforce- 
I ment agent. 

Further, if the fingerprints of 
. these 170,000 persons could be 
1 examined and compared with the 
criminal identification files of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and irreducible minimum of 
more than 4,000 and a maximum 
of 15,000 so-called protectors of 
public safety would be found to 
have previous criminal records, 
ranging from larceny to murder. 

It is necessapr to denote these 
facts to explain how crime has 
become tangled in a jungle 
growth, wherein the ingredients 
are formed of politics, corrup- 
tion, and a wide varience of in-; 
fractions, the ramifications of: 
which would overload even an' 
honest and .efficient police de*j 
partment. Perhaps a typical) 
case -would explain how crime) 
grows and spreads from oiys man 
to imclude others in natioi t-wide j 
activities. First, however,^ rthere 
musj| be some historical » back- 
ground; . . 

Copyright, 1938) j 
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During a survey conducted of all file material in 
the Filing Unit to establish a data base for the proposed File 
Automated Control System (FACS), an extensive number of enclosures 
behind file which bore no serial number were detected. Most of 
this material is very old and some may possibly be destroyed 
when time permits a review of these enclosures by the appropriate 
substantive desk supervisors. However, the immediate objective 
is to record this material in the data base now being prepared. 

A serial number is necessary to provide a means of entry and 
recall of such enclosures in the proposed automated file request 
system. Attached is one of these enclosure behind file envelopes 
which should be assigned the same serial number that is given to 
this cover memorandum to be placed on record in above-captioned 
case. It is to be noted this form is for internal use only within 
the Records Section and is to be filed without further routing 
after being placed on record and the enclosure detached. When 
the enclosure is detached for appropriate filing, this action 
should be clearly noted under the word "Enclosure." 


RECOMMENDATION : 
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That this cover memorandum be placed on record as a 
not recorded "green" serial in above-captioned case in order to 
assign a serial number to the attached enclosure as indicated 
above. 


*4 - 4/3 


Enclosure 


$ 4 - 3 - 4 - 10 - ' 



5010-108 


WAA 

“ENCLOSURE ATTACHED' 1 '' 


N °T RECORDED 

2s JUL 24 1Q7F 


J-MS ° = "~ 

JUL 2 ^ 197 g- s - Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





r§p"~ 


^ Elinsimg'' ri ‘ tL ' M "‘ E0I! ' mD ‘ y ' [T - Efi "" 11 


GW 



r THE BAD BOYS who step high , wide and handsome 
on the profits of crime may have a pretty good time while it 
lasts , hut, as the preacher says 9 COMES A DAY OF RECKON- 
ING .... Johnny the Guy , who had cleaned up plenty 9 
knew some day somebody would “ get him ” And they did . 

Continue this startling expose of crime on all fronts 9 
ironically entitled: “ HERE’S TO CRIME” 

By CmimTNE V My LEV C00JFEM 
r CHAPTER FIVE 

1 : THE STORY of Eddie Bentz, bank-robbing “im- 

presario, ^ is significant because it reveals the faith and 
confidence of the criminal in local law enforcement 
bodies as mediums of safety. During more than a quarter 
i of a century of law infractions, Eddie knew little fear and 
! encountered no commensurate punishment until he com- 
I mitted a Federal offense. +'~~ ■ — ~~ ~ 


Until a few years ago, it was 
not even a Federal offense 
to rob a Federal bank. This first 
authority given to a Federal 
agency to proceed against bank 
robbers was approved by the 
President in May 1034. It then 
applied only to National Banks 
and mem- 
ber 8 




Insurance 
banks 
into th e 
s . a m e 
hands. 

Within Eddie 
i wen t-y-jf* 

lent in 

f our 
months two hundred and thirty-four 


all this time, you’re studying the 
bank and you’re studying the 
roads around the town. 

“What happens when you rob 
the batik?” 

“Oh, there’s a few details. My- 
self and the other inside men 
used to stall around in a, parked 
automobile, maybe loaded with 
toys, like we were salesmen. Of 
course, since I’d cased the jug, 
I knew the janitor by sight. As 
soon as we saw him come down 
the street, we’d go over, edge up 
and put our guns to his back as 
he was unlocking the door, and 
walk in behind him. Then as the 
rest of the personnel came along, 
we’d make ’em lie face down on 
the floor. It’s usually easy to find 
out which guy has the keys to the 
vault. So yod just yank him to 
his feet and make him open up 
and shove the. stuff in a sack, 
and that’s about all.” 

“Except the shooting.” 

Eddie assumed a hurt expres- 
sion. 

“I’ve been robbing banks for 
twenty years and I never shot 
anybody yet,” he said. “Only the 
hoodlums do that; ; the fellqws 
who haven’t cased their jug right. 
Dillinger and bums 


GOVERNMENT 
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By FLORENCE RICHARDS 

Personally I have no fine enthusiasm for figures. So 
I haven’t counted the number of telephone calls and let- 
ters that have poured in this week from prospective buy- 
ers of homes. But the office boy is threatening to resign if 
my mail continues to increase as it has been doing since the 
new F.H.A. housing bill was passed, and the telephone 
Tings with a steady persistency that sounds like the signal 
for a four-alarm fire. — — - — — 

Now our Government has made it 


Immediately after the ten per 
cent down payment lipusing bill 
became a law, the entire metro- 
politan area began to take , a keen 
intrest in suburban homes, asking 
how to take advantage of the more 
liberal bill, asking where to look 
for the best home values.. 

Naturally I’ve been unable to 
answer all the questions which 
have come my way with the 
sudden rush. of a Spring flood, but 
I’ve gladly directed, a host of eager 
enquirers to the light people— to 
suburban real estate firms, to 
Long Island builders and other 
experienced real estate ; men in the 
metropolitan area. 

' 1 

Real estate firms report that 
they are ready to meet this active 
demand — even though business is 
increasing at a rapid pace. They 
had the foresight to recognize 
that Americans would lake imme- 
diate advantage of this attractive 
Government plan for home buyers 
— which makes it possible for . the 
small salaried man, for you and 
me and the other nian or woman 
living on a modest income^to be 
a happy home owner. 

Many new real estate develop- 
ments are offering low-priced 
homes, carefully constructed," at- 
tractively designed for comfortable 
living and ready for occupancy. At 
present there are enough of there 
houses, already built and ;i "sur 7 
rounded bv lRndsciH^d Ft'ounds ’to 


easy for parents to give children 
all the advantages of a Home back- 
ground. 

Many attractive, livable houses 
are priced from $3,000 to $6,000. 
This means an approximate down 
payment of only $300 to $600. 
But make a 20 per cent down pay- 
ment if you can. It is easier to 
pay off the mortgage, though just 
as easy or easier than paying 
rental, : even under the 10 per cent 
plan. .. 

If you don’t believe that owning 
your own home is good for a 
healthy growing family and a 
healthy growing, bank account — 
just ask the man who owns one l 

REAL. ESTATE 


y 


To a woman a home is rnor« 
than her “castle” it is her protec- 
tion, security and happiness. 

That is why most women have a 
definite idea of the type of home 
they want — and the persistence 
and influence to get it. That ie 
why so many families today are 
enjoying a healthy, happy home 
life in the suburbs. 

The Mirror’s real estate editor 
is interested in why you and you 
and YOU bought a home. 

Five dollars will be paid for 
every letter or picture published in 
the real estate columns of the Mir- 
ror. Addresis Mre, Florence* 

Richards, Real Estate Editor, New 
York Mirror, 235 E. 45th St.„ 
New York. 



suits. Bank: roboery took a ae- 
cided slump. 

j ^business* | 

So, as he wrote his “will,” 
Eddie and I talked. It was a 
pleasant room he occupied; high 
. in the Federal .Building in New 
York City, with a big, barred 
window which overlooked the 
river. Eddie said he wished he 
could stay here instead of where 
he was going. The designation, 
was a Federal Penitentiary. 

Farmerish in appearance, Ed- 
die did not look like a master 
hank-robber. Nor did he talk like 
one. We were talking about how 
to rob a bank. 

“Well, if a fellow wa s going 
into the bank robbery business — 
which is a had business to be in 
just now — 99 Eddie began, “ the 
first thing to do teas to get a 
place to t vork from . That teas al- 
ways my system. About the only 
way a fellow could operate was to 
have his headquarters in some 
place where the police couldn’t 
find you." 

“Couldn’t or wouldn’t?” I 
asked. 

Eddie grinned. “You get it,” 
he said. 

“When you’re robbing banks, 
you’re in a business. You pay 
so much time and trouble for 
a bunch of cash and securities. 
The cash takes care of itself; 
but a man has to think about 
securities. So you had to be 
hooked up so those would be 
taken care of.” 

“The next thing is to get a 
hank. To do that, you’ve got to 
case a jug. 

“You drive past the bank a 
few times and size np the sur- 
roundings. Then, maybe you 
meet the bank manager and hand 
him a line about intending to go 
in business in the neighborhood 
and open a good account. Maybe 
you’ll throw out a few hints that 
you’ve heard the bank wasn’t too 
solid, and half the time the guy 
will take you on a personal tour 
of inspection to show you what 
a swell lay-out he r s got. During 


full of people, you don't need 
to shoot if you've got your men 
placed right. But, of course, there 
are bums in every business. Even 
I turned out a lot dumber than I 
thought I was.” 

I knew that story. It concerned 
Verna, a seventeen-year-old girl 
with whom Eddie had fallen in 
love. Clothes crazy, pleasure mad, 
Verna had run away from her 
home in south Wisconsin with 
this man. 

With Eddie, the attitude was 
different. This farmerish-appear- 
ing man was, to a degree, the 
simple person he appeared to be. 
He realized that he had taken a 
young^ life and twisted it into 
. crookedness. They lived together 
for a time; then Eddie insisted 
that' they be married. Verna 
agreed. Then Eddie announced 
that he intended to quit the bank- 
robbery “business.” 

“I’ve always felt I could make 
good in a legitimate, racket,” he 
said. 

Little wa* left of the cash 
which bad streamed through his 
hands. There was enough money, 
however, to buy a home in a New 
England city and to start a nov- 
elty factory, one of the main 
products of which was leaden 
toys. Eddie Bentz, bank-robber, 
went on the road, a traveling 
salesman, to sell his product. 

“Things were tough,” said Ed- 
die. “But I. figured that, if I 
had just a little more capital, I 
could make a go of it. I’d gone' 
crazy about putting the proposi- 
tion over. I let myself forget the 
one rule I’d always followed: 
never do anything that would 
start the Feds after* me. There 
was a bank in Vermont that was 
a puslvover. And damned if I 
didn’t go and rob it, to get that 
extra capital, without stopping 
to be sure I wasn't going over the 
line. Sure enough, it was a Na- 
tional Bank. 

“Well, doing a Federal job is 
different from doing a local one. 
A city hasn’t got all the money 

Continued on Page 24 


snapped up— and lajge numbers of 
sales are being reported daily — 
then the slower group of buyers 
will have to wait until new homes 
can be built before they can enjoy 
the thrill and satisfaction of being 
a home-owner. 

Real estate firms are urging 
those who have long cherished the 
desire to own a home, to be among 
the first purchasers if- they wish all 
the advantages of a wide choice 
and quick fulfillment of their 
dreams. 

Children especially need e 
change from city life. They re- 
quire as much sunshine, out-of- 
door, *uburban living as they can 
get after a Winter without too 
many fresh-air activities— and wise 
parents are trying to give their 
children this healthy environment. 
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DIRECTIONS — 8th Are. Sub. to l«9th St., I insurance 

Janmku. Take Bee Line bus maraert Roseilale. ■■■■—. ■ ■■ 

Get off at ?4Gth St. & Merrick ltd. Short walk north. By Anto— 
Take Merrick Kd. or Sunrise H’w’y to Laurylton; Follow arrows 
north at 246th St. * Merrick ltd. 




244th St., north of of Metric!, ||g K o M daH .*, *♦ 



A big 2 story solid brick homo 
with large rooms and features 
that were never though I possible 
at this price. Adjoining pnrlr, 
convenient to subway, school, etc. 




_ EHot (8lst) Av., 7Bth 8t., Elmhurst,!. I., N. Y. C. 
SfPttlftrf Vvillov Ttuvirtoi* Directions: Oueens Bivd. to Wootllmvon BJvd. 

tjivivui t rt iiivy, uuuaer rloht 10 EUot Av> ri „ h , t0 nron€rtv . 





Ho $ 5,750 
$349 Cush Carrying Charcw 
Approximately $29.5© Per Month 

LARGE PLOTS-LOW TAXES 
NO ASSESSMENTS 
Hempstead Turnpike 
At Grange St. 

Franklin Sq., L. I. 
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• By MARKET MIRROR ' 

§t«»cSis Gcim 

The stock ma:ket was barely 
higher at the close yesterday after 
moving up 1 'to 3 points in early 
trading. 

Late profit-taking reflected Wall 
Street nervousness over a flood of 
European rumors that some sort 
of a military disturbance was un- 
derway in Germany. Sales for the 
full day amounted to . 630,000 
shares, compared with 750,000 
shares Wednesday. 

The Exchange asked SEC per- 
missions to delist shares of three 
companies, Duluth, South Shore & 
Atlantic common and preferred, 
Fairbanks Co. common and Na- 
tional Railways of Mexico first and 
second preferreds. 

Fairbanks common slumped 1% 
points to Yj, while the preferred 
dropped 4 Y 2 points to at one 
time, but recovered a point of this 
at . the. close. Duluth common was 
unchanged at M and the preferred 
slipped M to close at %. National 
Railways first preferred closed at 
% and the second preferred at Yb . 
Off % and Vs t respectively. 

U. S. Steel finished with a loss 
of % , after running up a point in 
the morning. Bethlehem had a gain 
of 2 points cut to % , but National 
Steel closed 2 points higher. 

In the coppers, American Smelt- 
' ing retained % of its 1%- advance, 
Anaconda % of an early spurt of 
1 % and ICennecott % of its climb 
of IV 2 . Chrysler, after climbing 
1 % , finished with a margin of 
only 3 /4. General Motors gained os 
much. These price movements 
were typical of the general list 
Fractional gains were the rule at 
the close in aviations, mail orders, 
rubbers, rail equipments and mer- 
chandising shares. Utilities and 
oils were backward. 

MARKET LEADERS 


Anaconda . . . 

131 

Beth Steel . 

95 

Can .Dry G A 

84 
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88 
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79 
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89 
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99 

U S Robber . 
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It took the February Sale to cut the price 
of this luxurious Twin Divan so drastic- 
ally! - Never before have we offered such 
a quality Studio at so low a price; It has 
a rich plaid cover of striking design, a 
double- tempered Inner-Spring Mattress 
insulated with sisal pads and a sturdy 
coil spring base. Note, too, the unusual 
shape of fhe Kapoc Cushions. *1 DOWN. 
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A girl complains that the young man whom she loves is being vamped away 
from her by a girl who really does not care for him. 

Of course, no person can be an accurate judge of another person's feelings. 
Words and actions sometimes conceal real feelings rather than express them. 

But even if she is right, and her rival is not interested deeply, she cannot 


hope to win him back by criticizing and complaining about his new friend. 

He is still free to choose, and is obviously attracted by a gay, jolly, enter- 
taining girl. If his old girl pouts, nags and whines, the contrast will be un- 
favorable. 

Better to ignore her rival and be as amiable as possible when she is with him. 



Fate of Hitler Seen 



mg oy 


By HUGO GEORGE ROBOZ, 

Foreign ^litor. Daily Mirror. 

Nazi Germany was set to celebrate the fifth anniver- 
sary of Hitler’s coming* into power with the fanfare of 
jubilation. Instead, she no# has machine-guns ready to 
rattle against mutinous regiments and all of Hitler’s glory 
hangs on a thread — the Gestapo, or secret police, and its 
success in rounding up the rebellious army men. 

The reports of the German mili- 


tary revolt, flying thick and fast 
over Europe and based on assump- 
tions coming in the main from 
janti-Nazi sources, are still too 
vague to make possible the draw- 
ing of a clear, decisive picture. 
But even if they are only sporadic 
garrison mutinies, the fact- is that 
hard days are ahead for Hitler. 
And these days will either make 
or break the Nazis. 

Contrary to general belief, all 
that happened last Week in Berlin 
was not a Hitler victory. It was a 
Nazi reverse. Blomberg, the War 
Minister, was an out-and-out Nazi, 
Hitler’s military pet, and the army 
demanded his dismissal. The 
Fuehrer, though he gnashed his 


Nazis are cornered, not the army. 
Undue emphasis should not be 
given to the momentary news 
emanating either from the. right 
or the left — it will be a long 
fight, hard and cruel. 

No matter how many generate 
are jailed or how many garrisons 
drowned in their own blood, the 
army is on the go. And with a 
Germany internally undermined, 
through-and-through, with the 
people passing through economic 
privations and with 15 million 
•former, radicals in the background, 
it is hard to believe the Hitler 
rendezvous With Mussolini in Rome, 
scheduled for May, if it is kept, 
will be a glorious one. 


IIP BORGIA 
NEAR COLLAPSE 

COLUMBUS, 0, Feb. 10 (INS). 
— Denied a new trial by the Court 
o*f Appeals, Anna Marie Hahn, 
facing the electric chair March 10 
for the poison murder of Jacob 
Wagner, of Cincinnati, was re- 
ported today to be near collapse. 
Meanwhile, her attorneys said they 


would file their appeal with the 
Supreme Court before March 1. 
Such action would automatically 
stay the execution. 

Two-Pound Baby Gains 

ATLANTIC CITY, Feb. 10.— 
Elaine Wilson, incubator baby at 
Atlantic City Hospital, has gained 
two ounces in her 10 days of life. 
She now weighs two pounds. 


HOLY LAND TRAFFIC 
CRIPPLED BY SNOW 

JERUSALEM, Feb. 10 (AP).— 
The Holy Land’s first snow in 12 
years and its worst storm in a dec* 
ade today demoralized inland 
travel and tied up shipping on the 
Mediterranean coast. 

Hundreds of travelers were ma* 
rooned at Beirut 






While it is true that General von 
JFritsch, the army spokesman who 
led the rebellion against Blomberg, | 
also was dismissed, General Beck, j 
Chief of the General Staff and the 
real power behind the army, re- 
mained. 

Fritsch was the spokesman. Beck 
the master who dealt' the cards. 
That Hitler did not dare to touch 
Beck and swept away only second- 
ary army leaders, shows clearly the 
army kept the upper hand in the 
first round. 

We do not- believe the reports 
regarding monarchist plots of cer- 
tain army men. It was a ruse, 
fabricated afterwards. When the 
details of the bargain between Hit- 
ler and the army trickled out, Hit- 
ler needed a pretext to counteract 
the effects. That is why he 
Started to swing the axe again, 
cutting down generals right and 
left, trying to show his Brown 
Shirts he was still the master, even 
over the army. 

But it seems the army was un- 
willing to be the goat in this 
maneuver for Hitler's prestige. 
Hence the uprising — second round 
in the battle. 

When will the third round 
come and who will score the knock- 
out victory? It is hard to pre- 
dict, but so long as we do not 
see General Beck's head rolling,, 
we have a sure sign that the | 


in the ascent. 


THRIFT DRUG STORE 

10 West Fordham Road, 
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Bronx, N. Y. 


Savins Package “ 


3$ IBozem* H'T© 

By buying Kotex in the 
large economy boxes. 


CAN’T CHAFB. 

CAN’T FA^L. / V ' 

CAN’T SHOW. 
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GO PLACES 

This Sunday 
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Special trains leave 
Liberty St. 12:01A.M. 
(Cars open 10 P. M., 
Saturday) and 8:30 
A. M. Lv. W. 23rd 
St. 8:10 A. M. Sim- 
ilar excursions from 
Newark. Elizabeth 
and Plainfield. For 
Other details Tele- 
phone Ashland 4-1600 


WASHINGTON 


There's no other thrill like a trip to Wash- 
ington — the world’s most magnificent 
Motional Capital. Make up a party of your 
family and friends and go this Sunday. 

Also BALTIMORE $3 . 7 $ round trip 


Baltimore &Ohio 
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Yes, these aristocratic Chip- 
pendale pieces are built of 
Genuine MAHOGANY ve- 
neers and fine gumwood — and 
are as finely designed as one 
of the crown jewels. Deep, 
ruddy Mahogany (the color 
of port wine) with 6-drawer 
Highboy Chest, 5-drawer 
Dresser and Vanity with 
beautiful hanging Mirror, 
and the Magnificent Sleigh 
Bed. You may buy one, or 

all of these pieces, just as e?j 

you wish at the unusually D ou ble Bed. Large Dresser 

low price of $25.00 each. - “ ^ 

Only $2.00 Deposit! Ch ®‘* of drawers or Vanify 

Our prices are cash prices — the only charge for credit Is Yg % a mouth, 






DOWNTOWN — 559 Fulton St Opposite Mays 

DOWNTOWN — 14 DeKalb Ave. At DeKalb Sub. Sta. 

BROADWAY — 1449 Broadway At Putnam Aw. 

FteATBUSH— 935 Flatbush Ave At Church Ave, 


2962 

THIRD AVENUE 

At 153rd 


r~ 












(Associated Press Photo) 


(International) :. : l *. 

Rescue workers carry a boy from the bombed 
remains of his home in Barcelona. He ;was / 
among hundreds wounded. Many were killed; 


A Russian naval gunner in action for coming celebration of 
20th anniversary Of birth of the Red Navy on Feb. 23. 


A half century of sen 
ment of the Americ; 
brated for George 
night. Here he is kiss 
is George's party*” s 
even his wife has th< 
little part of it av 

(Story and other pHo 









(Associated Press Photo) 

Cynthia March ,4, 
of Port Jervis, N. 
Y v made a per- 
sonal visit, to the 
doghouse of 
Thora of Brae 
Tarn, one of 
Great Danes in 
Wes tmins ter 
vennel Club show 
at the Garden. 



* 









11, 1938 



SBtsUff Washington ~ — 

go 


By DREW PEARSON and ROBERT S. ALLEN 

(The authors of the column which appears 
daily <h tMj space are given widest latitude. 
Their viexopoints do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Daily Mii'i'or.) 
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WASHINGTON. — One of the most interesting devel- 
opments in the President's official family is the various 
vocations taken up by his Brain Trust after they leave the 
spotlight of public office. 

Professor Moley has gone in for publishing and consorting with 
various big. business groups. Professor Tugwell has become vice- 
president of the American Molasses Co. And Adolf Berle, Jr., now 
offered the job of Assistant Secretary of State, recently represented 
two mining firms which had some difficulty in getting their stock 
registered before the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

One was Sunshine Consolidated, Inc., an Idaho mining concern 
which the SEC would not register until it had held private hearings 
and required eight clarifying amendments. One of the amendments 
read: “No silver showing of consequence has as yet been encountered 
(in the Gullickson tunnel) by reason of development work done 
so far.” 

A relatively small number of private hearings are held by. the 
SEC, so that officials must have found considerable fault either 
with the company or with the Brain Truster’s presentation of the 
facts. After five months of jockeying the issue was registered. 
Berle and Berle (Adolf's brother Rudolf appeared before the SEC) 
got a fee of $3,750, which is small for this type of work. 

The other concern ivax Callahan Zmc-Lecui, «nt Arizona company 
operating in Idaho , for which the Berle brothers got a fee of $12,000. 

On this they did a quicker job, but nine amendments were required . 
by the SEC. One of these stated: “The development work on the 
south vein has been disappointing.” Another stated: “The Galena 
mine is not beyond the development stage.” 

Most interesting was an original balance sheet in which the 
company claimed that 754,833 shares of Blue Grouse mining, stock 
were worth $172,069, and that 500,800 shares of Silver State stock 
were worth $199,811. 

After the SEC had finished dickering with the Berle brothers, 
the final registration listed the above stocks, claimed at $371,890, 
to be worth only $2. 

Adolf Berle was tha chief author of the President’s famous 
Commonwealth Club speech in San Francisco in 1932, one of the 
most radical speeches of the campaign, in which he virtually advocated 
the curtailment of the profit system. 

Brain Trusters who prepared this speech, were afraid that 
Roosevelt would balk at it, and privately attributed his use of it 
in toto to the fact that he had made a quick series of speeches 
along the West Coast and had temporarily exhausted his other material. 

* * ■ * 

GUTZON BORGLUM, who is carving the faces of Washington, . 
Lincoln, Jefferson and Roosevelt I into Mt.. Rushmore, South Dakota, .s: . 
is meeting with favorable Congressional response to his plea for 
additional money to build an auditorium at some distance from the 
monument, from which people can look at it. 

President Roosevelt stopped in the Black Hills one Summer 
to see the work, sat and viewed it for forty minutes before he spoke. 
Finally he said: 

• •• »-» *• - — 


IX ; 

§ u ] 

3 

ux 

ou 








NATLRARK 


Copr. 19)#. Klnjj Future* Sy»4»o*t*, Inc,, World ri t ht* r«„'rv,#_ 



{ HOAKE VAHTBB is given the widest latitude as author of this column, 
though his viewpoints do not necessarily ahoays reflect those of the Daily Mirror % ) 

The moral of the Little Business Men's Conference in 
Washington is: People are apt to change their minds in 
the last five years. ♦“ 


With business in the doldrums 
and putting the blame on the New 
Deal for “failing to maintain a 
constant perch, instead of flitting 
about ‘from branch to branch, like 
a canary/ ” the idea was to put 
on a bang-up well-oiled conference 
of little business men who could be 
counted on to stand by the Admin- 
istration and damn their big cor- 
porate brothers. 

After all, hadn't F. D. K. been 
bemoaning the fate of little busi- 
ness men, and hadn’t he declared 
he was out to save them? 

But the question was: How to 
get a thousand “little fellows” 
who could be counted on to pass 
the right kind of resolution, but at ! 
the same time avoid suspicions 
that the conference was “packed”? 

. It was solved in a most simple 
*in more ways than one) manner: 
The correspondence files of the 
White House were combed for let- 
ters from little business men, writ- 
ten during the last five years, 
which expressed favorable views of 
•Administration doings and policies. 

A thousand of these were 
gathered • and invitations rushed 
off to them to attend the Wash- 
ington conference of “Little Busi- 
ness. 

Well, -they came alt right. If 
the Administration wanted a cross- 
section, it received it — and how! 

The consensus of opinion of lit- 
tle business was wrapped up in 
one North Dakota editor's one-line 
speech: “What small business 

needs is not to be given a loan, 
but to be let alone.” 

By and ' iarg-e, the conference 


turned out to be one of the prize 
boners of the New Deal and the 
laugh is on F. D. R. 

Morai: Don’t go by old letters, 
because people are apt to change 
their minds. 

It seems that F. D. is now down 
to one of two things: taking steps 
to restore confidence so that pri- 
vate surplus capital will come out 
and go to work, or continue to 
try and operate on the “fear” 
basis. 

The first alternative means 
dumping the capital gains tax and 
the surplus profits tax, ceasing to 
encourage Government competi- 
tion. 

The second alternative means 
prolongation of the I -know-it-all - 
you-do-as-you-are-told philosophy. 
This means the increase of the 
fear psychosis, producing the next 
step of another dose of inflation 
on the part of the Federal Gov- 
ernment in order to keep the econ- 
omy operating. 

From there the next step is to a 
sort of hybrid of state capitalism 
and state socialism — with the Gov- 
ernment encouraging glorified 
NRA (a la Fascist States) for the 
operation of business, coupled 
with socialistic moves of taking- 
over public services such as the 
utilities, railroads and shipping. 

To offset public recognition of 
this critical domestic drift, the 
careful plan of education of the 
public mind into preoccupation of 
foreign menaces and the establish- 
ment of a war psychosis is set in 
motion. 

And it’s all done under the name 
of “democracy”! 

(Copy right, 193 N. Y. Mirror* 
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LAWRENCE SIIAW, 

National Director 


Ace membership, highest rank 
in the Junior Birdmen organiza- 
tion, has been awarded to ten 
model builders of the New York 
Wing as a result of their efforts 
in the 1937 Indoor Plane Cham- 
pionships, held last Christmas 

In * addition to Roger Hammer, 
winner of the wing championship 
title and trophy, the new Birdmen 
aces are Martin 
Cooperman and 
Sidney Struhl, 
of Bro o k 1 y n ; 

Ralph Archia- 
pati, Star 1 i n g 
Penn and 
Thracy Petrides, 
of New York 
City; Paul Chor- 
bajian, Jersey 
Gity; William 
Hadden, Jack- 
son Heights; 

Theodore Kais- 
er, Elmhurst; 
and Fritz Sebek, Thracy Petrides 
of Flushing. Ace Member 
Total number 

of New York Wings ace members 
is now twenty-one. 

All of these lads are top-notch 
model builders and they passed 
the requirements for ace rank 
without difficulty. Their first step 
was to pass the popular eagle ex- 
amination, and during the indoor 
meet, they entered and competed 
in all events, taking a first to fifth 
place in one of the three model 
classifications. 

* * * 

The Junior Birdmen anthem takes to the 



~'L nevet 


Herman Oliphant, hard-boiled Treasury Department counsel, 


spent a week in the Black Hills.. 


Bally Mirror Wing 
of Junior Birdmen 

How to join 
and get your 
wings. 

The Junior Birdmen oi America is u ( 
nation-wide organization demoted to; 
the interest of American youth in avi- 
ation. Membership Is open to all air- 1 
minded boys and girl* 10 to 21 years 
of age. To enroll fill out this coupon, j 
enclose a twenty-five cent coin (well 
wrapped), to cover the cost of mem- 
bership materials, and mail to: 

JUNIOR BIRDMEN of AMERICA, Inc 
1834 Broadway, N, Y. C. 


Name and age 


Address 

City. State. .... 

If you t!v« in N. Y. etty. IntfioaU boroush 


air again, this time over WINS tomorrow 
afternoon at 4:45 p. m. Cowboy Tom, on 
his daily “Round-Up,” will lay a*ide his 
Western ballads and swing out with words 
and music of the anthem. 

* * * 


After sitting around for two days, 
he remarked to Borglum: 

* ( Vve been watching these 
people in silks and rags view 
this monument , and l never be- 
fore realized that an unneces- 
sary thing could be so impor- 
tant/ 9 

* * * 

AFTER HE LEFT the White 
House recently, Governor Earle 
of Pennsylvania gave the impres- 
sion that the President was very 
much interested in his plan for 
Federal purchase and control of 
the anthracite coal fields. 

Actually, just the opposite was 
the case. What FDR really told 
Earle was that Federal acquisition 
might be the last resort, but only 
after the State had exhausted 
every other plan of regulation. 

The President’s view is that 
anthracite is a Pennsylvania 
monopoly, therefore other States 
would oppose Federal purchase : 
(1) because they have no anthra- 
cite; (2) because many of them 
produce oil and gas, which are 
direct competitors of anthracite. 
Also, purchase of the mines would 
cost the Government about $250,- 
000 , 000 . 


Here is important news for 
eligible Junior Birdmen members! 

Second Corps Area Headquart- 
ers, Governors Island, New York, 
announces that 100 vacancies still 
remain open in a class of Army 
Air Corps cadets to be enrolled at 
Randolph Field, Texas, on March 1. 

No written examination or exper- 
ience Is required, but applicant? must 
furnish evidence of two years college 
work or the equivalent, and must be 
between the ages of 20 and 2 years. 
Communications must be addressed to 
the Commanding General, Governors 
Island, N. Y. 

Known as “West Point of the Air," 
Randolph Field, Texas, is the most 
popular training center for air corps 
cadets.. In addition to $75 the boys 
*re given allowances for housing, 
clothing and food and a year’s training 
In flying, radio, meteorology and asso- 
ciated subjects. Graduates may join 
the Air Corps Reserve as ‘second lieu- 
tenants. 

HAPPY LANDINGS! 


| MERRY-GO - ROUND [ 

The Secret Service confiscated 
$731,455 in counterfeit money 
last year . . . The average interest 
on the public debt is 2.55 per cent 
. . Ralph Gardner, son of North 
Carolina’s ex-Governor 0. Max 
Gardner, is going into politics even 
before his graduation from Yale 
Law School. He expects to be 
nominated for the North Carolina 
Senate this Spring. 

Young Bob Wagner, son of the 
New York Senator, was elected to 
the New York Assembly shortly 
after he graduated from the Yale 
Law School. 

Copyright* by United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 

AH items in today’s Rip- 
ley Cartoon are fully ex- 
plained. 
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Editor Speaking 



COMPULSORY FINGERPRINTING of all children 
entering the public school system would be required 
under a bill now being considered in Albany . The 
]\etv York City Board of Education turned thumbs 
down on the bill by a vole of 4 — 2. We add our 
vote against it. Bureaucracy grows from such seed; 
and dictatorships grow from bureaucracy . 

e “THE RIGHTS OF PRIVACY” would be violated by 
the proposed compulsory fingerprinting law for chil- 
dren, was the argument of Eoardmember James Mar- 
shall, in voting against approval of the compulsory 
fingerprinting bill. . 

It is one step, taken without thought, in the direc- 
tion of that regimentation of free people, that oppres- 

t Ay— 1* ■’ ■ 'V- T ’ 


“We live in an atmosphere 
of shame. We are ashamed 
of everything that is real 
about us— ashamed of our * 
selves , of our relatives , of 
our incomes , of our accents , 
of our experience , just as 
ive are ashamed of our 
naked skins ” — G . B. Shaiv , 


PARADE 

... . ... By Candide ; — , 

How Much to Drink 

SO THAT there will be no more 
arguments with bartenders 
about how much whiskey there 
is in the glass he shoves across 
the bar to you a bill was intro- 
duced at Albany which would re- 
quire any glass used for the 
serving of “spiritous liquor” to 
have on its side the fluid con- 
tent measure of the glass. 

A far worthier measure would/ 
be this: Require each customer 
to wear, stamped plainly bn his 
right wrist, a measure of his 
own “fluid capacity.” 

O 

To Eorn $70,000 a Week 

WHILE jittery marketeer* 
watched stock quotations piddle 
a few points up or down, Pitts- 
burgh’s bluest blue-chip stock , 
climbed $700 a share in one 
week. It’s the Union Trust 
Company, established by the 
late Andrew W. Mellon. 

Buyers who were bidding 
$5,800 a share for the stock are 
now offering $6,500 a share. 
The stock sold at a record high 
of $21,500 a share in 1929, 
dropped to a measly $4,000 a 
share in 1982. 

If you had bought 100 shares 
of Union Trust a few days ago 
you would have made $70,000 
without doing a lick of work. 
Which is why some people say: 
“To make a lot of money you 
must first have a let of money.” 

And if you haven’t got a lot 
of money the jest way to keep 
what little you have is to stay 
away from Wall Street. 

We’ve often wondered if 
that's why Providence placed 
the old su to /ay guard in . the 
Wall Street station. 
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‘DO YOU KNOW WHAT happens in Hollywood? 
First you diddle ivith the lights; then you drape gauze 
over your lens; then some guy ivith a mustache 
throws makeup around; then you take a 6 picture? Is 
that photography? Excuse me while I laugh O, K. f 
W illard V an Dyke, laugh. 


@ IN TWO RESPECTS Willard 

Van Dyke is a very strange man. 
(I) He is a movie cameraman 
who isn’t angling for a Holly- 
wood job, and (2) he is not a 
rich man, yet he doesn’t want 
money, 

“When I was a little boy, my 
father gave me a box Brownie— 
. the kind you bring on picnics to 

-i f!> If. ^ f 


vague terms. Willard Van Dyke 
is in this column because he 
photographed “The River,” the 
film sponsored by the United 
States Government which tells 
the story of the Father of 
Waters: The Mississippi River. 

“Let’s stop the kidding, and 
be serious a minute. You or If, 
the amateur, and Hollywood pay 
the same price for raw films; 
four cents a foot. Yet ‘The 
*>- .. ' 1 



V. a nnA-. na***f** heater regimentation ancfultimate dictatorship. 

i$o one coitld object to voluntary fingerprinting — 
children could be educated to want their fingerprints 
filed, as they have been taught to brush their teeth. 

But the idea of compulsory fingerprinting— already 
so strongly associated with the brand of a criminal in 
child minds- — should be abhorrent to a free people. 

© ® m 


Mr. Mark Sullivan of the Herald Tribune suggests 
that all editorial writers and radio commentators should 
read the new Farm Bill, now before the Senate, just 
passed by the House after four hours of “gagged” 
debate. > 


That is a large order, as Mr. Sullivan admits. The 
bill is 62,000 words long, takes up 31 pages in the Con- 
gressional Record, printed in superfine type on fuzzy 
paper. But even if the- bill were printed in letters a foot 
high, strung across the country along the sides of the 
Lincoln Highway on towering billboards, still many of 
us would not be able to tell what it is all about. For 
instance, try to tell us what this means, a 201 word sen- 
tence that puzzled even the veteran Mr . Sullivan. 


"Subject to the limitations pro- 
vided in subsection (2) of this 
section, the Secretary shall have 
power to carry out the purposes 
specified in clauses U), (2), (3), 
(4) and (5) . of Section 7 (a) 
by making payments or grants 
of other aid to agricultural pro- 
ducers, including tenants and 
sharecroppers, in amounts deter- 
mined by the Secretary to be 
fair and reasonable in connec- 
tion with the effectuation of ruch 
purposes during the year with 
respect to which such payments 
or grants are made, and meas- 
ured by (1) their treatment or 
use of their land, or a part 
thereof, for soil restoration, soil 
conservation or the prevention 


of erosion; (2) changes in the 
use of their land; (3) their 
equitable share, as determined 
by the Secretary, of the normal 
national production of any com- 
modity or commodities required 
for domestic consumption; or 
(4) their equitable share, as de- 
termined by the Secretary, or 
the national production of any 
commodity or commodities re- 
quired for domestic consump- 
tion and exports adjusted to re- 
flect the extent to which their 
utilization of crop land on the 
farm conforms to farming prac- 
tices which the Secretary deter- 
mines will best effectuate the 
purposes specified in Section 7 
(a) ; or (5) any combination of 
the above.’’ 


All right, all right, all right Major, we’ll give it the 
gong. But that’s the sort of thing, 62,000 words of it, 
that our House of Representatives pushed through with 
only four hours of debate. It will cost this country about 
6 or 7 hundred million dollars. 

There are two ways to wreck democracy — one is 
by force, the other is by confusion. 


axocsr- 

' “watch yer step... watch yit 
step. . to warn subway strap- 
hangers not to speculate. 

Q 

Tipping Is Tip on Tipper 

TIPPING waitresses and other 
people who render service 
should be abolished, says Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt — a sincere, 
genuine person who has prob- 
ably never had a selfish thought. 

Because she is neither mean 
nor selfish she probably cannot 
understand that tipping is one 
way that inferior people have of 
demonstrating their superiority 
over those who serve them. 

You can tell more about a 
man by watching his face, his 
fumbling and the amount when 
he tips than you can tell from 
studying his clothes, his speech 
or his eyes. 

Tipping is a strained human 
exchange that never fails to re- 
veal character, both in the giver 
and the receiver. 

© 

Dangerous fe "Drift" 

PREACHING about war and 
how we are drifting toward it. 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick dug 
deep into a golden vein of pure 
truth: 

“Concerning any vitally im- 
portant matter, we may decide 
for or against — but if we do not 
decide, then life steps in and de- 
, cides, for us. 

“Whether we like it or not, we 
are like mariners: We may de- 
cide to steer this course or that, 
but, if we are undecided and 
drift, the ocean steps in and 
settles the matter. This is ab- 
solutely true today about war.’* 

That’s why it is of such vital 
importance that President Roose- 
velt and Secretary Hull make up 
their minds about whether they 
want America to try once more 
to make the world safe for dem- 
ocracy — and then that they have 
the political courage to ,te)l us 
their decision. 

The quickest way io get into 
a war is to drift. v t • 


off Aunt Nellie’s head amf°- 


about $150 per foot; Hollywood 
films cost about $1,000 per foot.- 
“That extra $850 per foot 


Cousin Joe’s right arm. 

“I made some pictures that 
day, and that night I developed 
the film. Then I made prints/ 
1 threw this blank white paper 
into the developer, the chemicals 
did their stuff, and in 45 sec- 
onds I saw my first picture. 
The paper came alive. I guess 
. I came alive with it, . because 
I’ve been a photographer ever 
since. 

“People used to turn up their 
noses at photographs; now bored 
women buy candid cameras and 
sneak around talcing hubby in 
the bathtub and daughter wres- 
tling on the sofa with the cur- 
rent boy friend. 

“It’s a healthy sign, though, 
because photography is the art 
of the people. Father’s picture 
of Niagara Falls is in any case 
a warm, living record; if Father 
is a good photographer, it is 
art.” 

But anyone can curse Holly- 
wood and praise photography in 


goes to pay stars, and starlets, 
directors and assistant directors, 
press agents and press agents 
for press agents, stories and 
story writers. The critics have 
said that ‘The River’ is a 
greater film than most Holly- 
wood stuff. 

“When we made that film w« 
had — -free — -the greatest cast in 
the United States: The Amcri* 

can people. And our story — • 
which cost us nothing — was th« 
story of the American people. 

“America is waiting to be 
photographed. In England, the 
government made 67 ‘docu- 
mentary’ films last year. In 
America — the cradle of the mov- 
ies — we made two. 

“I won’t get rich at it, but I 
want to take my camera into 
every part of this country, and 
I want to point it at as many 
of the 130,000,000 Americans 
as I can.” 


-ON SUCCESS- 


How much a snub harms the 
one who does the snubbing! It 
often urges on to success the one 
who is .hurt. 

For example: The parents of 
Joan Crawford, the moving pic- 
ture star, were poor. 

So she wrote to the president 
of Stephens College, at Colum- 
bia, Mo., and learned that she 
could pay. her tuition by waiting 
on tables in the college dining- 
room. Joan accepted, and per- 
formed her tasks in such a 
gracious manner that her class- 
mates admired her for it. 

Then one day Joan was asked 
to have her name put up for 
membership in a sorority. The 
afternoon during which the girls 
were to vote on new members, 
Joan w.aited eagerly for the re- 


sult. By and by a friend came 
to her. Slowly she walked, ap- 
proached Joan hesitantly. 

Joan had been “blackballed” 
by one girl in the sorority. “We 
don’t want a waitress,” the 
young snob had said. “I’ll show 
her,” she vowed. “I’ll stay 
here and show them I’m no quit- 
ter, and when I leave here I’ll 
go further chan any of them.” 

The snub had fanned the 
torch of ambition into a glow- 
ing, red-hot flame. 

The years passed. Joan be- 
came a famous moving picture 
actress, rich and sought after.* 
In the dining-room where Joan 
once served and cleared the 
tables, is a large picture of Joan 
Crawford. No one has eye? 
heard of the girl who snubbed 
herl 
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How 

The ' Marital G 

Q WANTED TO TITLE this paragraph “How to 
play bridge though married” — but I have a 
sneaking feeling that it might not be orig- 
inal, so I'll hide it in the copy here and, un- 
less someone ferrets it out and. claims it, it's mine! 

I am getting pretty bored with these battles pitched 
over the bridge table, with otherwise perfectly well-man- 
nered husbands and wives as combatants. Why some peo- 
ple think it's excusable to call each 
other everything, but unmention- 
able things, and to cast looks that 
would wither an iceberg at their 
legitimate marriage partners, just 
as: '"I because the partnership has been 
granted a change of venue to the 
bridge table, is beyond me. The 
New Deal doesn't seem to work 
here either, but there is an answer 
to the stupid theory that husbands 
and wives can't play bridge to- 
gether. It's so simple that it's dull, 
but here it is : 

WHEN YOU SIT DOWN to a 

bridge table opposite your husband, 
imagine that he's a man you're 
meeting for the first time. Make 
up your mind to accord him the 
same civility and graciousness you ALMA ARCHER 
would give anyone you've just met. 

The first time this “stranger" evidences displeasure or 
annoyance at your bidding or playing, your cue is — -“Oh, 
I'm sorry. How would you have bid it?" He'll either be 
right in his criticism and you'll learn something, or he'll be 
wrong and the other players will take him up on it 

You won’t have to say a word. They'll fight your bat- 
tle for you, and your partner will think twice before he 
lets himself in for it again. Incidentally, this works best 
if both husband and wife agree to try it. 

A YOUNG MAN who decided to take matters into 
his own hands recently prepared himself for an evening of 
bridge with his bride by writing these words on one of his 
business cards ; “I think you’re wrong — and that's FINAL." 
He stuffed the card in his wallet and waited for the usual 
battle to start. For some re? v ' or nib av HIr 



Continued from Page 16 

in the world like the Federal t 
Government. It’s expensive for a 
city to chase a gang. 

“But these Feds keep on com- 
ing. You see, they’ve got offices 
everywhere and they’re all in 
touch with each other. So when I 
saw my picture in a Boston news- 
paper as having been identified 
by the G-Men as the robber of 
the Caledonia National Bank, I 
took it on the lam.” 

Then I said: “I think I know 
the * rest of that story, Eddie. 
After that, you couldn’t give 
Verna all the things she wanted. 
So you began to have trouble 
and finally split up.” 

“No, it wasn’t exactly that 
way. You see, I thought a lot of 
Verna. I still do. And I didn’t 
want her to be a moll. So when 
all this came along and we began 
having disagreements, I sat down 
and had a. talk with her. 

“ ‘I. -tell you what you do,’ I 
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said. ‘You pack up and go home. 
I’ll Wait . awhile and then write 
you a letter and tell you where 
I am. Then you can call the Feds 
and give them the address, and 
they can pick me up and’” — he 
hesitated — “ ‘and you’ll get the 
credit.’ ” 

That was hard for Eddie Bentz 
to think about— the fact that 
Verna had turned him in. 

At last, I said: “Eddie, do you 
remember one time when you 
criticized my last book — told me 
that I shouldn’t publish so much 
about the methods used by the 
Federal Btfreau of Investiga- 
tion?” 

“Sure,” said Eddie. “I re- 
membered all that. I even 

changed my brand of cigarettes 
every two weeks, so they couldn’t 
trace me through my fags.” 

“And yet you did the one thing 
that turned you up. If you wrote 
her that letter, Verna never re- 
ceived it. The mistake you made. 


Eddie, was to send a truck after 
that stuff and have it moved to 
Brooklyn, where they caught you. 
Verna didn't tell. She didn’t 
know. You caught yourself. The 
G-men trailed that truck.” 

Eddie grinned. “Verna didn’t 
tell, eh?” He rubbed his hands. 
“Say, that’s swell, isn't it?” 

He resumed the writing of his 
“will.” I feel sure that he made 
some changes in it — to the great- 
er benefit of Verna. 

Copyright, 1938 by United Feature .Syndicate. Ino. 
If you’ve missed any one of 
the first chapters , write the 
Circulation Department , Daily 
Mirror , enclosing 5 cents each 
for back, numbers of the Daily 
Mirror . 

“fm not a hood’ 9 snapped 
Alvin Karpis , outlaw . “I’m a 
thief, l work for a living /” Don’t 
miss tomorrow’s remark able 
chapter , concerning shoplifting 
and other big business aspects 
of thievery. 
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Y OUR old fur coat need restyl- 
ing? Take it to “Famous 
Furriers” for only $18.50 they will 

remodel and completely refashion 
it into the newest advanced style 
and give you new lining, all trim- 
mings necessary and that wonder- 
ful new rejuvenating process. 
Twenty-five years as specialists in 
restlying is your assurance of an 
excellent job. FAMOUS FUR- 
RIERS are located at 47 E. 44th 
St. (Madison Ave.), 5th floor. 
MUrray Hill 6-1358. 


'^LTOU CAN’T. MASK ugly hair on face with make-up 
or hair on legs with hosiery. Electrolysis dis- 
solves the roots, making regrowth impossible. New 
York’s foremost experts give painless, guaranteed 
treatments for little as $1.50. Booklet “K” or con- 
sultation free at ELECTROLYSIS ASSOCIATES. 
New York — 1451 Broadway ' (cor. 41st) — -Wisconsin . 7-7293 
Brooklyn— 427 Flat bush Ext (cor, Fulton) — NEvins 8-8171 
Jersey City — 921 Bergen Ave. (35 Journal Sq.) — JO.’ Sq.-2-6288 
Newark — Military Park Bldg., 60 Park Place — MArket 2-7366 




M EN — have you seen the extraordinary values LEVINE’S, 
564 Seventh Ave. (nr. 40th) offer now in their “Winter 
clearance”? ' Overcoats in fine Camel’s 'Hair, Tweed, 

Uama and Fleece — fashioned in smart single and double- 
breasted I'aglans, Chesterfields, etc., now only $19:50 to $40. 
At this price, too, you’ll find stunning English drape and 
semi-conservative suits in all-wool worsteds and imported 
tweeds— hand-tailored and distinctively styled to please the 
| most discriminating* man. Materials are soft, pliant, durable 
<• » . i. - ot, „ fdas&vn . Bv .jell means — don’t nijss this 


TF YOU want to be the proud 
owner (and what girl doesn’t) 
of two magnificient silver fox skins 

— perfectly matched — you may, for 
only $110 the pair. A gorgeous 
silver fox cape almost to waistline 
for $35 — silver fox jacket $135. 
One small, size Eastern mink coat 
$350. A broadtail coat, originally 
estate.*'* Mrs. 




fct'riypi oi bridge that msht. *»d . »‘S. «- «jS It 

-s&«=®=-* 

_ glorify | year* agol 

hair! Go i -r OOK a* /«“"« “ J, h .., large 
A L A C E i 1j Face wr.nkle*, freckles. 


A, -fQMir riavs later uib * , , u vpfusea VO see J* ar a beauu 1 " 1 ond team 

business *4mttW *» ««•&& ' 

?SS down. f (t h ; m p sr«”net *nd said: "Well, call -gw g*# gp* S °g> '2a*- « 5 “ 

^riangTyoSnd." ^ , gfetf ^ M| «*«£$£ 

S'a^rodlaugb^. dtog , (, or the c^ej \ T iajaj ^^35 

«• “h^J^tLTevery rime he calls ion by ”•"*« *"*•* *** I ...„ .. 


jpiRLS — s'" 4 *’ 

« ^ALlcEl LTac. wrinkle*. Wenu.»e f .. e .- UV> 
BEAVJTY SALON—- I p0 res, » a £ 8 » «** u look 10-15 

. a goo West 50th St., 1 disappea famous re- 

<cnr.7th Ave.), for 1 years younger -««^ e OUTH . 162 


Vt He°; ^ 


0&i$uury 


CHARLES T. DAZE 

frfr^r/-€s s^.wsr»?% 

- . Jsr «« V£ - “ 


i.^ssutr.-wa^ £Were 

" o n - surgical 5-9766. • 

. i.-u wwl f nr tn.6 _ . 


L MRS SUSAN B. W1SSLER, 84 wholeSA LER \^J.\ 


-OEDUCE m , a ” y .lfo C u A were 

tw pounds of ugly “ i j J0rn with an ahr UBr 

. Kome with modern iU . shaped W. 1^ / 

NrdruSjThyr^ you 

SlSs «*>« SALES. .»•»»,” »! >“hSi«.°i S 

«S « be.* .*» 


3iM~» ■ * » jss. »»“• 

ti U4 .*H0ll^ CUS SOEbAHH ny,V = l“““ 

T rOLEM AN, Beach’s most co hig iife-sav- 

LAWRENCE ident 0 f thelknown B ^ U ^Jp d y v e f sterdax in West! rpam 

61, executive v3 f e ^ eeivS Electric ling record, 5 ^ y In a single day I ^cs/ 

v’ w York and tjueein* a Palm Beach, . re ported to — — 


-,KT, a f- 

and $18.75. w rl1. Send l° r „ ., r „riion. thls \ of Vienna, at so ^ Saturday t'U 3> 

Palm address. ^ ^ 

remote 

^r HKsrrNQh^^ g^ — — — — - 

— 


* I nn for that amazing 
Send me $1-00 I h 0 | ey e 

cream W pro.note the g 



_ —f^—oaut ooiit uno 

jo *saa pvpu uno jo ‘soups 
•jwo jo pauivi[sv—sn jnoqo 
\oax ** joqi Smqj^uoaa jo 


-6ui>|P8d$ jojipg- 


mM ' 81 





Courtney Rvfp « 

Sirs ‘sswzizE' r- - ■ *■/ 

I The Examiner her ™ipal, at a cost ot billions 

\ By Court ney Ryley Coo 
j CHAPTER II . 

fo/ 4 ? p a ~ time Association' 

; 8 Wes Secret So** °' tte 

" any Converaa - ; 

fiNTew York offf^ ° f the cbl ef's<§>- — 



| against the 
imaking 0 f 
[b- o g u s 
, m o n e y. 
iC h i e f 
Fiynn had 
i some per- 
sonal story 
!to tel] 
about each 
; o n e — h i s 
a r t, hi s 
training as 
<n engrav* 
e r, h i s 
P a i nstak- 
ing efforts 
to become 


j ing imitation money. 

those fe u„ ws y ' h j^^ 

develop 
Ca " 

Of counterfeit him,* J* 6 a blIndlc 
I drawer and m^l a desk l 

each by pointing maker of 

isyncrasy. ^ ou t some idio-j 

a master i^ ‘ < • ? /t!? ‘ u'J^ I °/ d , and their han^L-P*^ L? ett ? ng 

■hia« niY1 V . cooper shaky—thev P e bec °ming 

w * fi°r Then > to °> there! work - Counterfeit;^ aS ,, Caref ^ 

ted tu map ' pIen t*tully dot- 1 ^ 0S * : ar t in another 20 be a 

worthwhile counter^. tS ° f 3,1 rr« « eCre ±l ervice and now 

ZSl d “ t * whJS ,Co " ta »!i = »Z!*!l». «™n 1> 




Ht 


BIBLE QUOTED 


lighest Attributes of All That World’s Progress by Influence 

Ma^es Man, Concentrated of Christianity Summed Up in 

■ In 0ne ’ Would Fal1 s ^rt Talk by Rev, S. C. Clark Jr, 

f ..“ M * ny today seek Jesus Summing up the progress 
t Christ as a teacher, a prophet made in the world , through the 
*an ideal, an example, but if influence of Christianity, the Rev 
( we would ever see the real Stephen C. Clark Jr. of Pasadena,' 

« Christ we must see Him as the launched the 43rd annual conven- j 

lM an t ' thB S ° n '” «°» of Episcopal Diocese: of 

Barrintf F L ‘ 1/58 AngeleS at St Paul ’ s Cathe- 

; Barrington in a sermon yes- dral last night. 

. ° I 

Th P ,, " „ . “The Christian world is hav- 

p BaiTlngt0n and in & a moral revulsion against 

^■ fS * Barrington are conducting war T non eaa • , , 

evangelistic services at the First ' * * ’ m retreat 

fundamental Church. me D,ttcrness of class hatred 

^The Lord Jesus was inconi- before Christianity ” the Rev. 
parable in birth, conceived of Mr* Clark declared. 

ss ^ ■* <* 

list. “He was faultless in life! church ’ s missionaries, and open-| 
His life was indisputable holi- ,ng formalities conducted by 
ness - Bishop W. Bertrand Stevens, be- ; 

BIBLE QUOTED ga " \ week-long program which i 

an i . will be attended by delegates ' 

Peter said. He did no sin /- from 126 churches. J 

John said, ‘He had no sin/ BISHOPS TO SPFAir 1 

Paul said, ‘He knew no sin/ ~T 7 TO SPEAK t 

He was untarnished in charac- «r Annual addresses of Bishop [ 
ter, unrivaled in conduct Stevens and the Rt. Rev. Robert * 
matchless in His death and ?: S** 1 ® 11 ' suffragan bishop, will \ 
majestic in His resurrection highlight the convention Wednes- r 
"He laid down His life on da £* , / f 

Calvary, but three days later Ioda y 1S to be religious educa- 6 
He rose from the dead and ap- tl0n day ’ with a 3 P- m. confer- l 
peared to over 500 brethren. V 1 ?? to be foil owed by supper at * 

They saw Him, talked with b:15 . and a taIk b y Dr. Robert J. ^ 

Him, ate with Him and even la y 1 ? r J Professor of religious ed- t 
handled Him. The resurrection at the University of l 

<«»o b P uth ern California, in the eve- i 
nually enough undesirable aliens N 

enter the United States to fill a the contraption loses its magical- 
first-class metropolis. power and produces nothing ex*; 

Many of these have been cept the blank paper which is fed; 
“moved on” from the country of into it. . 

origin; the police of some Euro- Lustig-Miller sold, these *ma- 
pean cities use America as a chines to larceny-minded “inno* 
dumping ground for certain cents” of America for more than 
types of outlaws by suggesting 2C years, in one instance receiv- 
to them that they will have free- ing $150,000. For all this, he spent; 
dom from continental prosecution not one day in a penitentiary, 
if they will cross the seas. Natu- . All the elements of this under- 
rally the next step is an illegal world machinery can be shown 
entrance into the United States, through one typical case, that of 
iir j t'JL* J “Count” Lustig-Miller. It is a 

PJ early 1 WO- 1 fliras recital of numerous complica- 


_ r / * p Y : mg> tions > of much geography, and 

ur Julie In. ^rime many characters — for such is 

When Lustig-Miller came here, crime today,_There. are no . short 
he merely “stepped over the cast dramas in, professional iaw- 
line”— there was not even a quota breaking, no simple beginning- 
system at that time. He was a and-end narratives. • 
young man then. Today, 22 years The trail winds from city, to 
later, he is slight of build and city and state to state , from 
somewhat stooped. The remain- slums to “exclusiveness,” rubbing 
der of his chestnut hair, well elbows with respectability and 
thinned into partial baldness, is alleged honesty. It writhes in and 
rapidly graying. He is 46, a out of avenues which we, as good 
smallish man less than five feet citizens, believe to be reserved 
nine inches in heignt. Nearly two- for integrity; it shakes hands 
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system at t hatf timer He was a 
young man then. Today, 22 years 
later, he is slight of build and 
somewhat stooped.. The remain- 
der of his chestnut hair, well 
thinned into partial baldness, is 
rapidly graying; He is 46, a 
smallish man less than five feet 
nine inches in height. Nearly two- 
thirds of his life has been de- 
voted to the fact that crime can 
be made to pay. 

Life was laid out on a silver 
platter when L u s-t.i g-M i 1 1 e r 
reached the United States. His 
proficient knowledge of lan- 
guages allowed him to assume 
whatever nationally he choose. 
He also quickly became a “count/’ 
varying the country of his no- 
bility to fit the circumstances. 
His saber-cut became the result 
in turn of a duel in France, or 
one in Italy, or a student affair 
at Heidelberg. ✓ 

With this as a background, he 
began to work in a fertile field 
where endeavors are founded 
upon what the confidence man 
calls “the . larceny in a sucker's 
soul/* According to the Count’s 
story, he had^ smuggled into this 
country a marvelous machine, 
which, through the mere turning 
of a crank, could transform ordi- 
nary paper into real money. His 
victims, strangely enough, were 
often persons with a long record 
of church attendance and alleged 
high respectability. 

Bigoted Persons Easy 
Marks for Swindlers 

Confidence-man statistics show 
that the more bigoted persons 
are, the more eager to run some 
unfortunate girl out of town for 
having parked too amorously in 
Lover’s Lane, the more averse 
to playing cards or taking a drink 
or dancing after Saturday mid- 
night, the more pliable they may 
be to the luring tones of a man 
like Count Lustig as he stands 
by his money machine, feeding 
plain paper into one end and ap- 
parently scooping up real cur- 
rency as it issues from the other. 

In police parlance the racket 
is known as “the green goods 
game." It has been exposed to 
the point of boredom. Neverthe- 
less, we repeat, for those who 
may drool at the mouth at the 
thought of a machine which 
makes money, there is no such 
contrivance. 

In the demonstration, the 
faker has “planted" the machine, 
which is nothing more than a 
wooden box and a crank, with 
real money. After he sells his 
product and makes his getaway, 


ana-enu na.rx-cu.ivt.’a. - - 

The trail winds from city tc 
city and state to state , fron 
slums to “exclusiveness," rubbing 
elbows with respectability' an< 
alleged honesty. It writhes in afu 
out of avenues which we, as goot 
citizens, believe to be reservet 
for integrity; it shakes hand* 
with, and sometimes fills th< 
pockets of, persons who are pai< 
out of our taxes to allegedly prc 
tect our safety and happiness. 

Successful Crook Borr 
in Czechoslovakia 


There are thousands of mei 
like* • Lustig-Miller in variou: 
forms of criminal endeavor. 

In the country of his begin " 
nings, now Czechoslovakia, it i: 
the custom for a bastard chilC 
to take the names of both it 
father and its mother. It ma? 
have been for other reasons 
however, that “The Count” usee 
two surnames; he was Lustig 
Miller. 

His youth was as obscure as hi: 
birth. There are evidences tha 
he was of peasant extraction 
also that he served his. time a: 
a conscript in the eternal Euro 
pean preparation for possibli 
war/and that, during his perioc 
of training, he received . a dee] 
saber-cut which ran from a cor 
ner of his left eye to the middk 
of his left cheek, leaving a seal 
which was to be exceedingly use 
ful to him in his later years. 

In youth he began his caree: 
as a petty swindler, was caugh 
and sent to prison. That was ii 
Austria. Once out, he began t( 
see Europe from its jails; Gei 
many, France, Italy and othe; 
countries caught him for issuing- 
bogus checks, for embezzlement! 
and for swindling games whicl 
steadily assumed more magni 
tude. 

At the outbreak of the Work 
War, he was known throughou 
Central Europe as an habitua 
criminal, all the more dangerou: 
because he had used the proceed; 
of crime for education and wha 
is looked upon by gullible Ameri 
cans as “continental . polish.” Hi 
spoke five languages — always 
however, with an ’Austrian ac 
cent. The outbreak of hostilitie; 
in Europe gave him a great oj 
portunity. He left the continen 
and made an illegal entry inb 
America. 

Copyright. 3937. by Courtney Ryle 
Cooper. Distributed by United Featur 
Syndicate. Inc. 

, How Count Lustig-Miller 
_L--nftn±muAd . hisiamazuig crime 





Courtney Ryley Cooper, famous author, recently wrote an amaz- 
ing book, “Here’s to Crime.” This book reveals the astounding mag- 
nitude of crime in America and how its tentacles encircle and pene- 
trate official life, Federal, state and municipal, at a cost of billions 
a year. 

The Examiner believes recent political disclosures in Los Angeles 
make the book timely and interesting and is printing it serially. Here 
is today’s chapter: 

j CHAPTER IV 

!) Back in the old, placid days when Chief Flynn 
knew the name of every counterfeiter and kept track 
of him by colored pushpins, there was no ‘such thing 
as .widespread counterfeiting. It was sporadic, local. 
An engraver would set up his plant in a certain city. 
He would have his gang of assistants and money- 
passers, who felt fortunate if they foisted a hundred 
dollars’ worth of “the queer” in a day. Often they 
did 'more than make a good living; But with the en- 


trance of syndicate methods, all that was changed. 

The same * system was em-<3> — > :■ . ■ ■ , ; — 

plJyed as was used in the boot claimed. “I goes to him, se 
leg ging of liquor. The factory did And I tells him my story. A 
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in the boot claimed. “I goes to him, see ? 
factory did And I tells him my story. And 
nothing he says to ” le » he says: 'Sorry, 
Jake, but the price has gone 
more than up The newspapers are rais- 
turn out fug hell and j> ve g. ot to tighten 
the money the line. I can’t do a thing 
which was for you for less than twenty- 
sold to the hundred.’” 

jobber at . Jak . e “ c * n „ I°“ 

about ima ^ ne lt? he asked. “That 

Piffht cents lousy asking twenty-four 

on the dol- dollars? Why, I knew 

1 a r The cheap — — when he would 

iobber in a half a grand. I’ll see 

t urn sold him in hel1 before I’ll give any 
it in small- twenty-four hundred bucks!” 
er lots to a Illusions ‘ fade so swiftly when 
number of one knows the underworld. Hav- 
w h o 1 e- iug been reared with a great re- 
salersatan spect for public office, it is hard 


cooper increase in f? r me even today to visualize 

pricfe of about 100 per cent, and the low type of rats which all too 
the^ purveyed it to retailers at often crawl into seats of govern- 
ano her hundred per cent in- uient. As for the “cheap—” 
crease, now bringing the cost to who had offended Jake, the. rum 


about 35 cents. Following this, 
the retailer ^put the money out, 
often on a commission basis, 
allowing another hundred per 
cent profit to himself, and some 
30 cents to the person who did 
the actual passing. Counterfeit- 
ing; entered a new era. 

‘Sorry, the Price 
Has Gone Up’ 

In many instances, the activi- 


runner, he was the Governor of 
the state, and he wanted the 
$2400 for turning Jake’s brother: 
out of the penitentiary. 

Affiliated with 
‘Legs’ Diamond " 

Thus the corn bination of Count 
Lustig-Miller and Chicago gang- 
land knew just where it could 
| work best to gather profits from 
its new-found gold mine; the 


ties were protected by exactly 
the same set-ups which had given 
the bootlegging business so much 
power in city after city. The 
same political-crook combinations 
were’ made available, the same 
police were bribed or told by 
higher authorities to keep their 
eyes closed. District Attorneys 
shelved complaints or “forgot” 
to mention them to grand juries. 
It was not expensive. Fixing, for 
those in the business, is ridicu- 
lously cheap. . Too much avari- 
ciousness on the part of a public 
official meets with universal con- 
demnation by crookdom. Only a 


underworld passes along the 
names of crooked officers, 
crooked judges, crooked gover- 
nors as traveling men exchange 
names in their books. r It began 
distribution of money upon a 
true wholesale basis. Bills man- 
ufactured in Chicago were . on 
sale on both the Pacific and At- 
antic Coasts within 10 days. Lus- 
tig-Miller and other representa- 
tives of gangland traveled about 
the country making contact with 
syndicate after syndicate. Even 
children were employed on a 
commission basis as final passers 
of smaller bills; it is so easy for 
a child to run panting into a 
small store, a piece of currency 


gaged in big deals with the cur- 
rency of larger denominations. 

He. and the sheriff made sev- 
eral trips to Texas, ostensibly to 
steal 'that county money. Then 
the sheriff dropped out of the 
picture and The Count entered 
New York, where he affiliated 
himself with Jack “Legs” Dia- 
mond and made a trip to Europe 
for the announced purpose . of 
buying tremendous amounts . of 
narcotics ..with counterfeit cur- 
rency, the dope to be smuggled 
in by Diamond's crew of nar- 
cotic runners and sold at the 
isual morphine and heroin prices. 
That they were partially : success- 
ful is evidenced’ by the fact .thaft 
large sums of counterfeit money 
later made their appearance in 
Europe. Following this, Lustig- 
Miller and his associates ' em- 
barked in the more dangerous 
business of piurchasirig whisky 
tom Canadian runners with the 
bogus money which Watts and 
his gang had manufactured. 

The Count was married. He 
had a daughter, then 15 years 
old, who was being reared in a 
convent. Nevertheless, he loved 
flesh, especially if business could 
be mixed with pleasure. In ‘Pitts- 
burgh there was Mae Sheible. 
She ran what was known as a 
“house • of refined prostitution,” 
at which place many of the big- 
gest names in American business, 
professional and manufacturing 
life had called at one time or 
another for blondes, brunettes; 
and redheads. These girls, the 
pick of prostitution in the East, 
were catered on the call system. 
Mae is said to have kept a card 
index of size, eyes, complexion, 
type of disposition, weight, height 
and color of hair. 

; There were photographs in the 
nude and in evening dress, in 
case some, amorous customer de- 
sired to go dancing with his eve- 
ning's inamorata. Mae herself 
was often importuned instead of 
her hired girls ; she was pretty, 
nicely shaped, a good talker and 
dressed in the fashion of a 
sophisticated young woman who 
had made a fortune.. But V she 
was temporarily love-proof. Mae 
had a friend : named Joe, the usual 
worthless type of hanger-on who 
lives by the labor of a woman. 
However, when Count Lustig- 
Miller came into the picture, even! 
Joe was shoved into the back-! 
ground. The Count, with . his- 
saber scar, his five languages, hisj 
Continental polish, did what mil-} 
lionaires had failed to do, and; 
between other diversions tried to; 
sell her a money machine. 

Sucker for 
a Con Game 

Mae was a shrewd purveyor of ! 
human flesh, but she was a; 


years without once having been] 
arrested; nor had she at any j 
time, to quote her ladylike Ian-; 1 
guage, received anything but the ; 
most gentlemanly treatment, from 
the police. Anyway, Mae bought' 
the bonds, $15,000 worth of them, 
and . then . squawked like a mal- 
lard duck when she discoverer 
that they were not worth, the pa} 
per they were printed upon. ! 

This was two years ago; whei 
Lustig-Miller was at the heigh 
of his activities, which now ha; 
extended: throughout ganglanj 
Perhaps; an insight'; into, his si* 
ister activities can best be gains 
through an incident which o 
curred later: In running doy . 

the kidnapers of Edward G. Br 
mer of St. Paul, Special Aget 
of the Federal Bureau of Inv^ 
tigation arrested Volney DaV 
one of the conspirators, j 
searching him, they discove/ 
an almost perfect hundred-do] 
counterfeit bill concealed in j 
hatband. . • ■ . ' •• / 

Mae Camped 
on His Trail 

<f Why carry that counter *‘ ; 
bill?” they asked. 

“Nothing unusual in th 
Volney explained. “Those 1 
look swell at night, especi 
if a cop is in a hurry to f 
one away before some! 
sees him. We use ’em to; 
out if some dick or cop g 


sucker for a con game. At one ; 
time she seriously considered en- ; 
gaging in a wonderful scheme by; 
which buttons might be made 
out of heavily clabbered milk. | 
She liked the idea of a money j 
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tne naouiegging ousiness so much 
; power in; city after city. The 
same political-crook combinations 
w<ire 1 inO.de available, the same 
police were bribed or told by 
higher ; authorities to keep their 
eyOs closed. District Attorneys 
shelved : complaints or "forgot 1 ' 
to mention them to grand juries. 
It; was not expensive' Fixing, for 
those in the business, is ridicu- 
lously cheap. Too much avari- 
ciousness on the part of a public 
official meets with universal con- 
demnation by crdokdom. Only a 
short time before repeal, I stood 
on the street corner of . a Western 
city with an angry , rum runner. 

"That lousy guy” he ex- 


nors as traveling men exchange 
names in their books. It began 
distribution: of money upon a 
true wholesale basis. Bills man- 
ufactured in Chicago were on 
sale on both the Pacific and At- 
: antic Coasts within 10 days. Lus- 
tig- Miller and other representa- 
tives of gangland traveled about 
the country making contact with 
syndicate after syndicate. Even 
children were employed on a 
commission basis as final passers 
of smaller bills; it is so easy for 
a child to run panting into a 
small store, a piece of currency 
wadded into a sweaty palm. 
There a hurried purchase is made 
that "Momma wants right away.” 
With the change, the dear little 
j innocent then goes to the waiting 
retailer who pays . him his com- 
mission and provides another bill 
to be passed in the next block. 
Meanwhile, Lustig-Miller was.en- 


ma irve languages,: JUS f 
Continental polish; did what miU 
lionaires had failed to do, andj 
between other diversions tried to! 
sell her a money machine. \ 

Sucker for j 

a Con Game 

Mae was a shrewd purveyor of 
human flesh, but 1 she was a*; 
sucker for a con game. At one 
time, she seriously considered en- 
gaging in a wonderful scheme by 
which buttons might be made 
out of heavily clabbered milk'; 
She liked the idea of a money :• 
machine, but she was more inter- ! 
ested when Count iiustig-Miller 
mentioned some bonds , whicn 
could "be obtained at a price.” 
He didn't exactly say they were 
"hot,” you understand. After all, 
Mae was a person of attainments, 
who had operated a refined call- 
house in Pittsburgh for , some ! 
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' us on a pick-up. Searching: 
around, he’s sure to come on 
that century note. Sometimes 
it doesn’t help. Then again, the 
right line of talk and the cen- 
tury in the dick’s mitt sends 
you on your* way and you’re 
out of town before he finds he’s 
been bilked.” 

However, Count Lustig-Miller 
had no such easy means of a get- 
away when the irate Mae camped 
on his trail for a. return of her 
money from* the $15,000 swindle! 
(No pleasure-lady likes to be 
“tissue-papered/' ) 

Nearly a year went by.. Lustig- 
Miller returned to Pittsburgh; 
and, feeling amorous, telephoned 
the call house. Mae invited him 
out and called detectives. Joe, 
her friend, appeared on the scene; 
Thus a grim reception commitr 
tee awaited The Count. 

It was. not, however, an arrest. 
Mae did not want any publicity; 
she desired $15,000. Therefore, 
according to her, sworn state- 
ment, an all-night conference fol- 
lowed, in which the detectives 
acted as arbiters. Mae was will- 
ing to let bygones be bygones if 
she got back her money. If she 
didn’t, the detectives were to ar- 
rest the Count. 

The average citizen undoubt- 
edly will ask why the . Count and 
Mae Sheible and Joe were not 
arrested. After all — here was a 
man who had pursued a life of 
crime for 20 years; here was a 


woman who plainly was violating 
the - law by running a . house of 
prostitution; here was . a. man 
who was living on her earnings. 
Why were two city detectives 
willing to enter, into an all-night 
conference designed, not to bring 
about punishment for a felony on 
the part of Count Lustig-Miller, 
but to hold the threat of arrest 
oyer him in order that a land- 
lady might get her money? Once 
upon a time,. I myself asked such 
silly questions; Repetition of 
such incidents dulls curiosity. 

The conference was ended by 
Lus tig- Miller's promise to repay, 
ar V the. passing, of $300; in token 
money. 

Cheating Was , 
Her Downfall 

Then The. Count' went away, 
and;, in his absence Mae got. in a 
fight with her boy friend when 
he said he caught her cheating 
with another man. That'; was 
f atal,.:f or Mae : ;.had giveh [him for 
safekeeping a little black book 
containing the names of every 
prominent man who owed her 
money for /girling.- Joe had taken 
the book home where, allegedly, 
it had fallen into the hands of a 
person, who insisted v she was 
Joe’s mother. This woman was 
so horrified by the contents of 
the book that she telephoned 
Mae and told her that unless, she 
forked over several thousand 


dollars, she’d sell the book to the 
newspapers. Mae refused and 
sought - assistance from official 
sources to reobtain that book. 
The newspapers got hold of 
the story.. There was a ter- 
rific- front page blast which 
scandalized Pittsburgh, and Mae 
left town for New York, where 
after a most . pleasant stay at an 
“exclusive^’ Fifth- Avenue hotel, 
she opened another house on 
East Seventy-second street, just 
off “exclusive” Park avenue. 

All this jumble of events has 
its bearing, for in the meantime, 
Count Lustig-Miller, constantly 
threatened with arrest, had made 
partial restitution by giving Mad 
a beautiful convertible coupe, 
■for which he -obtained $2000 
credit on his refunding debt. 
Joe had gotten drunk and 
taken the car out, forgetting 
where he left it. Mae once more i 
had sought the aid of the police..! 
The car was found, and discov- j 
ered to be a stolen vehicle, a fact ; 
not mentioned by Count Lus tig- j 
Miller; Again Mae squawked ! 
most loudly and named her be- 
trayer. The car had been stolen 
in New York, and transported to j 
Pittsburgh; this made The Count: 
an object of Federal search under i 
the Dyer Act. It also caused spe- 
cial agents of the Federal Bureau - 
of Investigation to look into the ! 
possibility that Mae Sheible, now 
in New York, might have trans-j 
ported girls in violation of white 1 ; 


j slavery statutes.- Besides this, it 
gave secret service operatives a 
line on the man for whom they ! 
had been searching for nearly ; 
three years, ever since 1933 when ; 
minor counterfeiting arrests in; 
Chicago had given them their. ! 
i first inkling into the activities of j 
Watts and Lustig-Miller. They ; 
.watched Mae Sheible’s place. One i 
night, practically on the doorstep, ; 
[/they caught Count Lustig-Miller. • 
(Continued Tomorrow ) . 
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Courtney Ryley Cooper, famous author, recently wrote an amaz- 
ing book, “Here’s to Crime.” This book reveals the astounding mag- 
nitude of crime in America and how its tentacles encircle and pene- 
trate official life, Federal, state and municipal, at a cost of billions 
a year. 

The Examiner believes recent political disclosures in Eos Angeles 
make the book timely and interesting and is printing it serially. Here 
is today’s chapter: 

CHAPTER V 

Lustig-Miller viewed his arrest lightly. He had 
.reason to do so, for in the conferences which followed 
he jvas able to persuade the Secret Service agents that 
he was merely an innocent adjunct of counterfeiting. 

Tnen he made a trade sugges- <>_ " ~ ~ 

tion— he would turn up a number attempted in The Count’s pre- 

Of plates and counterfeit money viou f e «° rt to escape punish- 
- — , , ment and reframed from falling i 

.m return intothetrsip 

f-or free- . 

d o m. a Makes Escape Down 
long con- Sed Sheet Rope 

Following this. The Count 
lowed, to sought to hire attorneys who: 
] dec i d e on were close friends of men in the ! 
an inter- office of the United States Dis- 
me diar y trict attorney, hoping that their 
influence would liberate him. The 
who would trick failed. He sought political 
procure pressure. That did not materi- 
t h e s e alize. Even Mae Sheible, through 
plates and w hose telephone Dapper Don 
money; made those mysteri- 

nicture of ous connections with counter - 
a “b i h feiters » could not. help him, for 
C °™Z^r™ Y seizure of j he Federal Bureau of Investiga- 

counjerfeiting apparatus” always l ' on was * ot aftcr Q he T r °" a ^ te 

makl rood nublicitv especially slavery char S e - So Lustig-Miller 
u 1 B publicity, especially used his last resort H escaped 

whefi accompanied by a story svvw,! n. ( .„L 



wiicbi acwuipcuutru uy a. otut.y frnm fho 

that| a “tremendous ring” has ■ 

been wiped out. Thp 


Federal Detention 


. At last the intermediary was 


The feat was accomplished by 
tying twelve bed sheets together, 


selected. He was Dapper Don ] 0 Hj n g . back during the recrea- 
Collins, a confidence man with a tion iod then sli | lng down the 
police record some 30 years long bed sheetg from the roof to the 
r later accused of being one of street . The physical end of 
Lustig-Miller s active accomplices! prison escape is USUal ly the 
If this seems a blast at a his- eas i es t par ^ 0 f it 
torlc institution like the Secret what on before, what per- 
Service I must hastily add such sons are > seen/ . what . arrange- 


proceedings are common practice ments are made outside for the 
among law enforcement agencies necessar getaway, what tools 
using the older methods of ap- and weapons are sli d the 

prehension and detection. These isoner durjn reC reation hours, 
methods are swiftly passing into what guards are ‘,'fLxed” to look 
oblivfon as the result of Secre- thoot £ er what inefficiency 

ot prison management is used 


intefest in the rebuilding of the as an assistin g medium-these 

oec -e service. ' ■ are the real ingredients of prison 

One detail halted the pact: escape , . 

1 tapper Don went through all the . • _ ' . • ’ - . 

; motions of mysterious contacts Investigations 
:with unknown parties. He ob- - . -y 

t'ained, as mysteriously, a key. to r oliOW &TIT71 C OUTSe 
' a subway luggage-locker where- , T!h> United States Bureau of 
in were found a number of photo- Prisons follows a grim course in 
engraving plates and fifty-two the investigations which follow 
thousand dollars in counterfeit such a getaway as that of Lus- 


world character to bring him 
' meals in his slatternly' hide-out . 
and a friendly soul who at- 
tempted to take him to Chicago 
by automobile.. But as the start 
was made, special agents and se- 
cret services operatives closed in. 

Roots of Crime 
Still Undisturbed 

About- a year ago, Count 
Lustig-Miller was sent to a Fed- 
eral prison on a sentence of 20 
years out pf a possible one of, 82 
1 years. Watts was caught . and 
given 10 years 1 . Mae Sheible got 
five years as a white, slayer, 
vainly appealing the case to 
higher courts. Dapper Don Col- 
lins drew six months as a con- 
tempt sentence for. refusing , to 
testify. Every one hailed what 
the. newspapers'. • termed -“the 
breaking up ? of a tremendous 
counterfeiting ring.” ■ Nothing of 
the sort had happened. 

The top growth of a noxious 
weed had been cut off, but the 
root's remained undisturbed. The 
jobbers, wholesalers, retailers, 
passers, fixers, transporters, , po- 
litical and other helpers were not 
wiped out. These people had 
found a lucrative business'; So 
with Watts and Lustig-Miller no 
longer available, they turned to 
other men who could supply them 
and business continued as usual. 

The point of all -this narrative, 
however, is not to relate the per- 
sonal story of Lustig-Miller. Nor 
is the sole purpose to .note that, 
granted the usual rights of pa- 
role, The Count can be free again 
by the time he is 52 years old, 
a retirement age at which any 
sensible criminal should be will- 
ing to settle down on .the savings: 
which this man must have set 
aside from criminal profits ag- 
gregating nearly 2 .million dol- 
lars, and upon which he paid no 
income tax; 

The purpose of the story, is, to 
delineate the tangled .morass of 
crime; how one gang meshes with 
another and one. criminal threads 
his way through, a succession of 
almost unbelievable events be- 
fore finally being removed for a 
time from society, and, most, im- 
portant' of all,', to draw attention 
to the fact that crime cannot be 
wiped out until it isVdragged. lip 
by the.roots. ■ 

Upon reading that a giant 
•counterfeiting ring , h a d been 
wiped ; put, the average .. citizen, 
who heretofore had ' been watch- 
ing, ail ; , currency with eagle eyes, 
leaned back, relaxed— and con- 
tinued to -take counterfeit money. 


Even Deal Proves 
to Be T richer y 

The flaw came when it was 
. discovered that . some of the 


tig-Miller's." Under San f o r d 
Bates, the director, an implacable 
pursuit begins, with the aid of 
an investigation by John Edgar 
Hoover’s most expert men in the 
Federal Bureau- of Investigation; 


■ uu 77“ TU, 1 r Silence closes tightly about the 

counterfeit money and the plates f^ines • • • 

did not match— meaning, of Bu t H is : is ' certain: H there 
course, that Count Lustig-Miller bee „ inefficiency, if there 

merely had turned in some worn- has been col)usi if y ’ there has 
out paraphernalia and $52 000 bfien a weak Unk n what is the 
which would be worth nothing ^ . . .. 


Counterfeiting 
Increases Yearly- 

One must not forget that, crime 
follows business lines. When 
the . first miniature golf , course 
developed into a rage a few years 
ago, everybody with . a vacant lot 
stampeded into the.:busihess. The 
same is true of profitable out- 
lawry. A few hundred persons 


cent over the previous, yeai 
which in turn showed an increas( 
of 33 per cent over 1932, at whicl 
time the figure was: three tirhes 
that of . 1925, about the time 
Count Lustig-Miller first cast 
his eyes*toward counterfeiting. 

In spite of all these arrests, 
which have brought about some 
degree of decrease, counterfeit- 
ing ■ goes on merrily. Scores of 
photo-electric engraving plants 
are working full, blast, and print- 
ing done on specially imported 
presses 1 which may cost up to 
$3500. In addition, old-fashioned 
engravers continue to work under, 
political protection . in the vici- 
nity of Juarez, Mexico, and the 
money, which is turned 1 out on 
expensive machinery, is flown 
over ; the border by airplane. In 
fact, the. entire, note-counterfeit- 
ing situation is .so serious that 
one. should examine carefully 
every piece of currency received. 

It is true that returning pros- 
perity has, to a great degree, 
slackened the efforts of the coun- 
terfeiter: The Treasury Depart-: 
ment reports an extfeme drop in : 
counterfeiting > activities from'l 
their peak, when Count Lustig- 
Miller was most active. Certainly 
the arrest of a man with • The 
Count's attainments should put 
a dent in the totals of any such 
report. 

Plant Closes Up 
When Discovered 

There also is some truth in the 
idea that by The Count's arrest 
there was brought about some- 
what of a cessation in syndicate 
handling: of bogus money on a 
basis of steady supply. However, 
the methods, which have : followed 
are ones of true danger.. These 
comprise what is known as the 
“in and. out” system. .. 

, A counterfeiting gang, sets up. 
its plant. It manufactures bales 
of money.. It distributes, through 
the wide range, of avenues which 
now are available to persons in 
the business of manufacturing il- 
legitimate currency, a flood of 
counterfeits — descending upon 
business, to.be undetected fop a. 
time/ At last, however, the Se|ret. 
Service, upon the identification of 
a counterfeit as a* piece of new 
manufacture* broadcasts warn- 
ings. 

Immediately the . plant . shuts 
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down. Such passers as continue 
to work do so at their own risk 
—although by this time ‘ their 
supply of bills has been well de- 
pleted. Time passes. The coun- 
terfeit field becomes “cool” 
again. Once more plants . begin 
their efforts — this time with new 
plates. 

The same is true in the manu- 
facture of bogus coins, which, 
with modern machinery, can be 
turned out by the millions, and 
in excellent imitation of real 
money,, even to the milling about 
the edges. In one arrest, a cellar 
full of machinery, presses, die- 
stampers, power cutters, com- 
pressor . machinery, and expert 
mechanics to keep all this para- 
phernalia . running, was discov- 
ered. /The output was devoted 
en 4 ’~ely to the. manufacture of 
so: 5 million nickels! 

Bogus Coins as 
mil as Bills 

CV ly recently there has been a 
floo t of quarters, so well made, 
so elcpertly stamped and milled, 
as tp be almost undetectable. I 
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saw five of .them a short time 
ago in what a politician would 
call the. “shadow of the White: 
House ” in Washington. An at- 
tempt was made to pass several 
within two blocks of the central, 
offices of . the United .States 
Secret Service and in a restau- 
rant which boasts that it has fed 
every important public, official in 
America. In ■ brief, . gangland 
learned from Count . Lustig-Mil- 
ler that there was a huge profit 
in counterfeiting. However, even 
more important than the threat 
of minpr'. inflation by counter- 
feit is the devious story of the 
various channels into which The 
Count’s activities led him. Let 
us recapitulate: - 

Represents T ype, . 
Not Individual 

He was the associate of confi- 
dence men and crimesters f rom 
one end of America to another. 
He engaged in narcotic smug- 
gling with a murderous gangster, 
since killed, by his own hand. 
He purveyed to murderers and 


kidnapers the means of escap- 
ing arrest. He suborned public 
officials; he bribed, threatened 
and lured protectors of the peace 
into betraying their trust. He 
bought his way out of at least 
one jail. He engaged either in 
car thievery or acted for robber 
gangs in the disposal of their 
loot. He dodged punishment 40 
times, and- then received it only 
through a fluke by failing to 
keep a bargain.. 

If there were only one Count 
Lustig-Miller, worming his way 
through the jungle . growth of 
the underworld, his story would 
be merely an amazing recital. 
However, this man was not an 
individual, he was the representa- 
tive of a type. There are thous- 
ands like him, all working . upon 
the same principles which guided 
him: “Everybody's got his price.” 
This condition tends to support 
the accusation that the United 
States is a stupidly outrageous 
nation in its' lackadaisical atti- 
tude toward crime in all its 
phases. It also shows conclu- 
sively that to combat such a 
situation,. - this country should 


possess a brand of law enforce- \ 
ment superior to anything the j- 
world has ever known. j 

In only one segment has that 1 
been true— the thin line of some ; 
600 men who comprise the po- ■ 
litically fearless, coldly efficient ; 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
as built up under the driving ; 
leadership of John Edgar Hoover. : 
From this top standard, law en- ; 
forcement ranges downward by i 
degrees to a filthy mess inhab- ! 
ited by a slime which passes as | 
police officers— men who do not i 
dare to submit their fingerprints ! 
for comparison to guard against 1 
a possible criminal background. ! 

It all adds up to the fact that .1 
one of the best ways to “do some - ' 
thing” about lawbreaking would • 
be to devote some serious atten- ! 
tion to what should be done i 
about the American brand of; 
law enforcement— and that is a; 
subject as tangled as the jungles!' 
of crime. \ 

(Continued Tomorrow) 
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toeerv Wiped OUl, 

At last the intermediary was 
selected. He was Dapper Don 
Collins, a confidence man with a 
police record some 30 years long 
— later accused of being one of 
Lustig J Miller's active accomplices! 

If this seems a blast at a. his- 
toric institution like the Secret 
Service, I must hastily add such 
proceedings are common practice 
among law enforcement agencies 
using the older methods of ap- 
prehension and detection. These 
methods are swiftly passing into 
obliv|on as the result of Secre- 
tary/ Henry Morgenthau’s active 
' interest in the rebuilding of the 
Secfe Service. 

One detail halted the pact. 
Dapper Don went through all the 
motions of mysterious .contacts 
with unknown . parties. He ob- 
tained, as mysteriously, a key to 
a. subway luggage-locker where- 
in were found a number of photo- 
engraving plates and fifty-two 
thousand dollars in . counterfeit 
money. 

Even Deal Proves 
to Be T rickery 

The flaw came when it was 
discovered that some of the 
counterfeit money and the plates 
did not match— meaning, of 
course, that Count .Lustig-Miller 
merely had turned in some worn r 
out paraphernalia and '$52,000, 
which would be worth nothing 
while the true machinery of coun- 
terfeiting remained hidden. So 
he was placed in the Federal De- 
tention Building on a charge of 
conspiracy to counterfeit. • 

There he tried every dodge 
which had , worked so success- 
fully in former years. He wrote 
letters to the ..chief of the secret 
service, offering in repayment 
for his liberty to turn over . to 
United States authorities a Chi- 
nese smuggling ring operating 
off the New Jersey coast, two 
counterfeiting plants in New 
York, the, actual participants in j 
an armored truck robbery of I 
427 thousand dollars in Brook- ] 
lyri, an opium-smuggling ring in 
New York City, besides suffi- 
cient evidence to convict a United 
States Government official on. a 1 
bribery charge connected with 
counterfeiting. 

The secret service viewed these 
offers as having the same back- 
ground as the confidence game 


The feat was acuompjisnea oy 
tying twelve bed sheets together, 
lolling back during the recrea- 
tion period, then sliding down the 
bed sheets from the roof to the 1 
street. The physical end of a 
prison escape is usually the 
easiest part of .it. 

What goes on. before, what per: 
sons are “seen,” what . arrange- 
ments are made outside for the 
necessary getaway, what tools 
and weapons are^ slipped the 
prisoner during recreation, hours,, 
what. guards are “fixed” to look 
the. other way, what inefficiency 
of prison management is used 
as an assisting medium — these 
are the real ingredients oL prison 
escape. .. 

/ n vest'igati ons 
Follow Grim Course 

* The United States' Bureau : of 
Prisons follows a. grim course in, 
the investigations, which, .follow 
such a : getaway as that of Lus- 
tig-Miller's. Under Sanford 
Bates, the director,, an implacable 
pursuit begins, with the aid of 
an investigation by John Edgar 
Hoover's most expert men, in- the 
F ederal Bureau of Investigation. 
Silence closes tightly about the 
findings.: ./ ' ! '• y 

But this is certain: If there 
has been inefficiency, if there 
has been collusion, if there-. has 
been a weak link in what is the 
finest prison system in the en- 
tire world, that link is removed 
forthwith, stern . punishment de- 
scends, deeper silence follows — 
and men do not escape again. 

Now that Lustig-Miller was 
out, he went back to Pittsburgh., 
There, magically, he found a 
woman to conceal him, an under- 


a retirement age at which any 
sensible criminal should be will- 
ing to settle down on .the savings 
which this man must have set 
aside from criminal’ profits ag- 
gregating nearly 2- million dol- 
lars, and upon which he. paid no 
income tax. 

The purpose of the story, is, to 
delineate • the tangled morass of 
[crime; how one gang meshes with 
another, and one criminal threads 
.his way through a succession of 
almost unbelievable events be- 
fore finally being removed for a 
time from society, and, most im- 
portant of. all, to draw attention 
to the fact that ’ crime cannot be 
wiped .out until it isVdragged up 
by the', roots. ‘ - y : . 

i : Upon . reading y that a giant 
•counterfeiting ring v h a d been 
yy^ijjed- out, the average:; citizen, 
who heretofore had: been watch - 
1 ing. all currency -with eagle eyesf 
leaned back, xyelaxed--and con- 
tinued to take counterfeit money. 

Counterfeiting 
Increases %early s 

One must not forget that crime 
follows business lines; When 


basis of. steady supply^ 'Howe very 
the methods which have followed 
are ones of true danger. These 
comprise what . is known as the 
“in and. out” system, 
■^'.counterfeiting gang sets up 
its plant It manufactures bales 
of money. It distributes, through 
the wide range, of avenues which 
now are available to persons in 
the business of manufacturing il- 
legitimate currency, a flood of 
counterfeits — descending upon 
business, to be undetected fop a 
time.^At last, however, the Selret. 
Service, upon . the Identification of 
a counterfeit as a- piece of |ew 
manufacture; broadcasts warn- 
ings! . • • 

Immediately the . plant shuts 
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l the . first • min iature golf .course j 
I developed into a rage a few years j 
I ago, everybody with a Vacant lot 
stampeded into the; business. The 
same is true of profitable out- 
lawry. A few hundred, persons 
engaged in counterfeiting until . 
the time Lustig-Miller put it on 
a basis. of big business; there are - 
how thousands. 

In 1935 alone, nearly four thou- 
sand ’persons, including The 
Count, were arrested for making! 
and. passing counterfeit money, j 
That was an increase of 25 per 
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Mr, Nathan 

Mr. Tolson.: 

Mr. Baughman . 
Mr. Clegg ..j.-.. 
Mr. Coffey J 


Mr. Egan ;. 

Mr. Foxworth\ 
Mr. Glavin..... 


Mr. Harbo . 


Mr. Lester ..... 
Mr. Mclotire... 
Mr, Nangtstem . 
Mr. Nlohois.... 


January 28 p 1938, 


Mr. Penaington . 


Mr. Schilder . 
Mr. Tamm ... 


Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy. 


Sr. Courtney jByley Cooper, 

433 '8. LakevieP Drive p <" ’ • - 

Sebring, Florida. y •• 

Dear l^yleys- , 

X cm returning herewith the letter addressed 
to you on January 13 th from the office of the Editor-in- 
Chief of Liberty Elagaaine together with the letter to the 
lacfadden Publications, Xnc. P dated December 29 9 1937, from 
the American Munitions Company, in which permission Is requested 
by that organization to quote from the article entitled B 8oae 
Town (MSen B , .which was published in the December 25th issue of 
Liberty. , 

X believe you should decline this 9 request inasmuch 
as the American Munitions Company plans to use the excerpts is 

connection with the sale of a commercial product. 

; , v - ’ \ 

M th kind regards, ‘ 


Sincerely, 

* f 


iclasxjreSo 


OK 5 E- 9 ^ L - J 
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SOMMl/KfCATIOKS SECTION 

M AIL.£C 

-JMM 1938 "““ 

JVf 

Pha man of imriemii, 




COPY 


Edgar: 

What would you suggest' I do about 
this? (sX.riyley 



LIBERTY - 

Chanin Bldg. , 

122 E. 42nd St., 
New York, N. Y. 

Lexington 2-9050 


January 13, 1938. 


Should I 
should I 
give them 
permission? 


O 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
c/o Reader's Digest, 
Pleasantville, New York. 

Dear Mr. Cooper: 


We are enclosing herewith copy of a letter received from the 
American Munitions Company for permission to quote from your 
article entitled HOME TOWN G MEN which was published in the 
December 25, 1937, issue of Liberty. . 





Since we own only first American and Canadian serial rights we 
are referring the request toyou. We informed Mr. Francis G. 
Alexander, of the American Munitions Company that he would un- 
doubtedly hear from you direct. 


Best wishes always. 


Very sincerely yours, 

OFFICE OF THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Per: (Signed) Helei^Jerman 

RS 

Enclosure 
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AMERICAN MUNITIONS COMPANY 
2619. Indiana Avenue, 
Chicago, 111. 


PHONE DELAWARE 3948 


December 29 1937. 


Ma cfadden Publications, I nc. 

"205 E... 42nd Street, . 

New York City, N. Y. 

Gentlemen: - 

We have read with great' interest, the article' i nWLi be,rt,y 
Magazine, under the heading, 'Home Tovm G-Men' by Courtney . Kyley Cooper 
and extend our highest compliments to you and Mr. Cooper on it. 

' _ ' ' ■ F " s. 

We. are happy to see the subject of crime fighting with modern 
methods not only brought before the public generally, but also before those 
engaged in the work, who have, been prone to ridicule them as "New f angled 
ideas which won't work'. 

This Company is engaged in the sale of Chemical Warfare or "Tear 
Gas' equipment for use in Police and Sheriff's departments and, it has only 
.been within the past three years that the use of these products, has. been 
general. This is the .result of over ten years of educational effort and, 
we are therefore well aware of the difficulties confronting the enforcement 
officer who steps out and abandons the methods of 'horse and„ buggy ' 'days. 

The year 1937 with it's wide-spread industrial strife has 'seen 
great quantities of Tear Gas used and there were dozens of cases where mobs, 
mis-guided by professional agitators to an enraged pitch,, were easily controlled 
and dispersed with-out injuries or death because of its use. On the other hand 
as a monument to old fashioned police methods was the riot of the year which 
resulted in ten persons deaths simply because the officers were not equipped 
with modern Tear Gas supplies. This ms through no fault of thosg police of- 
ficers who had only the tools at hand to work with, however, and who, under the 
circumstances did the best they could. 

Mr. Cooper' s. article verifies the statements which we have been 
expounding for the past several years and we therefore ask your permission to 
quote from it. We know the weight Liberty carries and we feel it will aid us 
greatly in our efforts to help modernize police and enforcement departments. 

Thanking you for your consideration, we are. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ?-^- ahl 


FGAr.H ' 



Yours very truly. 


. MERICAN MUNITIONS COMPANY 
( s ) Francis (^Alexander 
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SAiNT Paul’s School 
for boys 

2101 ROGERS AVENUE 
BALTIMORE, MD. 



Feb. 1st 1938 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Washington. D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover;- / 

I want J to express my warm 
appreciation of your letter in answer to my 
inquiry about the bookM'Here’s to Crime ”, 
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The pamphlets which you so 
kindly sent me will be put to effective use 
in placing before our students crime-preven- 
tive information. 

\ With sincere best Wishes 
for you and your great organization, • I am 


Respectfully yours, K ~ 


ALL INFORM 
HEREIN IS Uif LASSIHtD 
’a,, 4 '*'- 1 RV 1th Mg 
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frFAU '.F INVESTIGATIO 

938 P. M. 
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January 28, 1938. 




Mr .Courtney Ryley Cooper, 
433 North Lake View Drive, 
Se bring, Florida,, 


Dear Ryley: 


I desire to express to you my sincere 
appreciation .for your, telegram .of January 20, 1938, 
advising, that you will be available for a lecture 
before the FBI National Police Academy during the week 


of February 7, 


In this connection, subject to 


your ^convenience, I am placing your lecture on the 
program before a joint session of the FBI National 
Police Academy and the training school for newly appointed 
Special Agents for Tuesday morning,' February 8j» 1938 j 
at 10:00 A.M. Your kindness and cooperation are 
deeply appreciated, 

I also desire to express to you my appreciation 
for your congratulations on the solution of the Ross 
kidnaping ease. I agree with you tliat this case has a 
number of items of more than usual interest in it which 
I shall be glad to discuss with you when you are here. 

* i 

I shall drop you a note rela tive to my hope of 
getting to Florida at a comparatively early date. 

With assurances of my best wishes, I am 




Sincerely, 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 


KECOEDjg® 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 


) 



Granite Falls, Minn 
February 5, 1938 


Mr. Nathan 

f 'dr. ToIson_.J v 
Mr. Baughman . 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Egarci 

Mr. Fenworth . . 

Mr. GlavSn a 

Mr. Harbo jj 

Mr. Kottel .j 

Mr. jLssfctr v . 

i&r, xZvZzti .q : ^ 

Mr. |i 

Mr. IVSzxjL* l\ 

Mr. ton | ( 

Mr. HGaon v 

' V, 

Mr. Sohilder « 

Mr. Tamm 
Mr. Tracy ... 

Miss Gandy. 
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Members of the Granite Falls Public Library board wish 
to acknowledge with gratitude your generous gift of 
the volume ,^"Ten Thousand Public Enemies" by Courtney 
Ry lejPCooper . - 

We assure you that this book will be put into cir- . 
culation immediately with confidence, bn our part, 
that its reading will bring many pleasant hours <td' 
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Dear Sr 0 Stuspa ,■ 

I few® your lotter of February 13& 2933 
and 2 a©’ .Dwfjf happy indeed ‘to Ihwhj Of your interest 
is bar aria® probleao 

. ©ey X sGStHPo. you that it is ©pleasure 
to forward to you the boohleb entitled Q Hoo to fight 
Cris 2 Q 0 ° published by SrSo BlUiaa Br am leloacy# 

Editor of this Week ®agaala@ # 420 Lexington feeaue# 

Kso So rk# S©w Xo rkp from efeoa you say' secure additional 
eopiee should you dssireo ' -> 

I an also enclosing m mmbor of this 
Bureau 8 s publications which I thought night bo of 
interest and raise to you and your' dess# 

_ . _ With best oiehas and hind regards# 

« i 

■t Sincerely ybsa?% 



Enclosures 
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FBI 

Sel & Traill 
Crim Ident 
Tech Lab 

Part of fouth in Law Enf 
Jamboree Speech 
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Waynesboro, Virginia. 
February 13, 1938 
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Mr. J.' Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 


I • . 
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Dear Sir: 


\ 


: ^ Seventh grade In 

a Unit on Crine. Can your Depar ‘““^^“anTthe prevention 
study? We will investigate ^ make ourselves intelligent 

of ori- r«;n . s" Ms respect, types of «i«l. etc. 

about the standing of the. u. - . 

assistance you can give us .« be greatly appreciated. 

„ e follow with m u4 interest your articles in thd?Wic_ar> 


Magazine, 


r 

' Very sincerely yours f 


. ; (3) . G. K^stump 
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U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JilSliCt 
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JJMrPED, ' . Kerch' 4> 1933c 

94 - 3 - 4 - 20-467 


Mr*. Ralph D, ®ieeler fl 
r* Maryland,, 


Rear Mr® Iheelerg 

In the absence of Sr. Hoover from Washington 
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
February -24* 1938* advising Mr, Hoover of your reaction 
to a recent article in the American Mage sine. On behalf 
of Mr,. Hoover I wish to express appreciation for your 
candor in expressing yoor views, 

I am glad to know that your son enjoyed the 
address recently delivered by Special Agent T. W, Bawsey 
of this Bureau® s Washington,, D. G 0 * field division* 
before the students of lest Nottingham Academy at Colora* 
Maryland, • . . 

t 

Sincerely yours* 

For the Director* 


Harold , Nathan* 
Assistant Director. 



i ' 


' i 







Mr. Kzz?i. 

Mr. SW.verth . 
Mr. G2avisr. 



■ -A. C 

. mi wmit’.WTiON CONT 

AUft>x. ^AHEREIKIS 

Jr /? dateIBJIb 

,VJ o i \ 


r Mr. T'iarbc 

t - 

fcfc. Kotto! 




?y* tr 

V. S-Jmlder .. 

i ^ ‘ 2 - 

Mi\ Tumin 


btjnc. Tracy. 

Mia/c^Sd 


?V (yC^Tn-i "f^e 



3 y , ^ 

\;*y s&yryt, 5 - ' ^ 

4 ^ 


^-«J! 


TBEXED 




E Dp A nEnTITBpnjnWFmfc'ATION 



-^a ‘ : /x^c^n3 

in ’ ft 




lyrft-O- .U/xJ& /x. JLeu$ 

IaJ~$~o~ -e^/x-€ 5 ~ 1 7 " CU~&0~ 

ftujt jLj ^ 


. -£c. 

HQ9n 



t 








Uj^Y-&~ft~C 

_j2 

'7^~~~&-^J^ CaJ~^ca^ crjsu^ d~jf 

^^vx. *2^ /?£« 

~^t^p 

/A 





2^>>«^. .t^p -^^44^ 

aCc^ h^ijf ^py-u. l&J) 

iMVo 

— /?^c/t/ 

J^LeLs/' 7 «jZ U/~lTyu/ L /-(AU^is^ 

'-^w • / ^^ 1 X^cA ~^L^tTVL^^ > 

+£*■ JSs-adu, CU TL^c , 

• A '. / // // x><7 








T^) 

Ttrft' IjzlQjP <£a1C&uC^ 


T^^aTLO 'InrzThsi, 

(/ . C/ yj? ^/ 

Y-fijg A^L^_^j2< ■ Co^a. 




S&^-jLsu-e '/£df 


6CMUZ 





£ 



\ , 


tBSsMKH 


> 


\ 


\ 


\ v > 


v ' VW N - 


i • * 

* 

■ * 


p 


Hr.*. Courtney Fyley Cooper , . 
43 3 florth b&kewood Drive, 
Eehrisg.,. Florida* V 



torch 14, 1938* 


Dear Ryleys 


ALL INFORM 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEltolfiLBY 5 li/sy 





, tour article entitled, “The King of B$Mi bland," has been 

reviewed in the Bureau and ® few mismf ©rp' being set forth 

herein f or your, consideration * . 


ti 



Page l p Line 3 


Pag© 2, Lin© 19 


3, Par* 1, 


I Mr. 

* Mr; Tol^Ott 

Mr. BangHiaSteg©^ 
Mf* CSeg£ 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowt • 

Mr. Bgaa ? 

Mr. Foxwor tlx 
Mr. Glavia -p&g(V- 

>plr. Hnrbo 

Mr. Kottel 

Mr. Lester . 

Mr. Mclr.tire L 

Mr. Naughten . 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. ScliHder---. 

Mr. 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy — 



It is suggested that the' word . "torch 1 * be changed 
to "January, 15 in vie®' of the fact that Hoary' 
loan Sots© m© murdered on January 26*. 1933*. 

It is- suggested that the words "one of the 51 fee 
inserted before the word 4 ^greatest** If this 
is 4oa%' %©lodraS8. n - should be ehniogod to' v 
^©©lodrams*® 

Line 1 It is suggested that, the trords 55 by evidence"' 
be deleted in view- of the fact that only a 
' few of the two dosses B^oteribup- deaths' .were 
investigated by the Federal Bureau of - Inwebti-** 
gatioa., although, according to Hale^a nephew 
he benefited from “every harder* .. 

Line 1 Undoubtfitdly the spelling of the word ”lien u is a 
typographical error. Of course, you would want to 
.change this- on this page and in the other f - 5 
instance© where It i© sub@oquen.tlgr ustdf in. •the 
article o • vf. ' ,S & ^ 


In the sentence begismiag’ ^ 


reflect that Stepson MM 

According to the .Bureau’ s^filS^p iffcejwoR died 
sup posedly „ f raa. ^iciblbir.g tj5© corn 

no alcohol was found is his 

J .._ _£_ ; 

should be changed to 


i»v )«)-*■ w hi'. 


i 


\ \ A 


Vv-- '• 


Kri Courtney Hyley Cooper, #2 
Page 13, Line 9 


March. 14, 1938. . 


Page 13, Par. 1 


18* Par. 1 


It is suggested that the word "old" be deleted 
as Henry Roan Horse died shea he was 40 years - 
of age. v 

In describing the killing of Henry Roan Horse, 
it is suggested that the reference to Henry Roan 
• Horse’s being killed in an automobile on the top* 

*' of a lonely hill, be revised to indicate -that the . 

aurder took place at the bottom of a canyon. I 
would like to suggest that you consider the desir- 
ability of deleting the specific reference to the 
name of Sheriff Harve Free'S e. It is believed ' •• 
.that” a mere reference to the official as sheriff 
should be sufficient and would safeguard against 
any possible comeback' from this individual. 

It is suggested that the sentence' beginning in 
the last line, which reads, "But slowly retribution 
took shape,” be revised to delete the word 
^retribution” in view of frequent criticise 
directed to advocates of honest law enforcement, ^ 
charging thee with possibly seeking retribution • 
rather than justice. It is believed that the 
sentence could be revised to read, ”But slowly 
justice was being insured.” On .page 24 j> the . word 
” retribution” appears again in line 1 of paragraph 
1, and it is suggested' that in this instance it • 

- — . also be revised and so roe other phrase used indicating 

that the wholesale murderers were about to be brought 
- - to justice. 

I feel that this article is particularly well written and am sure •" 
that it will be found aost interesting. . ■ ' 

.• •• With best wishes and kind regards, 

. Cordially , 0 V 


CC-iir. Team ^ 


% 





. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
'DIRE CTCfa ^ 


DEBsERM 


Stelterall i&nteuu s»f Snuestigation 
ISttifeik &iaftes Hfcjrartmwtt of 3waf too 
ISaaljf wgtow, C. 

March 11, 1938. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEJM^BYi? )</*r . 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM 



The writer has carefully reviewed the article entitled 
"The King of Banditland", written by the Director in conjunction 
with Mr. Courtney Rylejr'fcooper, describing the activities of Bill 
Hale. The following observations have been made in connection with 
the review of the I. C. in this case together with the entire file: 


■>" 5 ! 


Page 1, line 3 - It is noted that in March 1923 Hale ordered 
the murder of Henry Ronn. This appears to be incorrect 
inasmuch as Henry Roan, was murdered on January 26, 1923. 


„ Page 2, line. 5 et sequence - This article indicates the 

j\ , individual murdered in this incident as being Henry Roem. 

/I Horse. In serial 175 it is mentioned that this individual 

i ^j> v is known as Rone Horse, but otherwise throughout the entire 

^ file his name is given as Henry Rone. 

^ Page 3, l:me 9 - The statement is made that ."this man was 
connectedly evidenc^ with more than twenty murders". In 
serial 815 Hale's nephew says that Hale benefited from 
every murder and it is known that there were about two 
dozen mysterious deaths. However, as the file does not 
indicate that Hale was ever proved definitely to have been 
connected with all of them, it would appear advisable to 
.state that "this man is believed to have been’ connected". 

Hale is known to have been a rustler and is known to have 
made false claims against Indians, supporting them in any 

( manner which he saw fit, but the specific instances mentioned 
on page four and five describing the Indian whose ten cattle 
were stolen and the case wherein Hale used perjured testimony 
of a group of his friends, has not been substantiated from 
the file. It is presumed, however, that this is correct 
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Memo for Mr. Tamm 

- 2 - 


3/11/38 


Pages 7, 16 and 20 -There is mention made of the fact that 
the Indians illuminated their houses and yards because of 
v the fear of stalking death. This is presumed to be correct 
but has not been verified from the file. 


Page 10, line 19 et sequence - Detailed information is con- 
tained at this point concerning the death of George Bigheart. 
Card Index lists George Bigheart as being discussed only in 
serial 90, wherein it is- set forth that he died at am Oklahoma 
City hospital after having been taken there by Bill Hale; 
that his death was under mysterious circumstances, and it 
q was believed that Hale had had Bigheart execute a deed to him 
prior to death, but this deed did not later show up. .No 
J mention is made of George Bigheart 1 s family or background 
although the article is in all probability cdrrect. 

•' Page'll, line >7 - The article sets forth that Bill Stepson, 
champion roper, died mysteriously on the steps of a friend's 
home. ‘This appears to be incorrect inasmuch as the file indi- 
ates that Stepson was found dead in bed, supposedly from corn 
whiskey although no alcohol was found in his stomach. This 
is* all the information found concerning Stepson according to . 
Card Index . On page /II the manner of several unknown deaths 
is set out although the .names of the victims are not included. 
The manner of these deaths has not been verified by the file 
and it does not appear that din general they were investigated 
by the Bureau. 

Page 12,. line 13 - The estate of Annie Brown is indicated to 

\ be $250,000, whereas reports indicate that her estate at the 
time of her death was about $100,000 and that her sisters' 
estates were similar in size. 

?age 13, line 9 - While not believed to be important, the con- 
tinuity indicates Henry Rone to have been an elderly person 
whereas his age at time of death was forty years. 






Memo for Mr. Tamm - 3 - 3/11/38. 


J'age 13, line 16 - The article sets out that Henry Roam was 
murdered on the top of a lonely hill, whereas the file indi- 
cated that his murder took place at the bottom of a canyon. 

It is believed that with the exception of these observations 
the article is otherwise correct in so far as facts or data are 
concerned.' • 
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THE fdea of justice has always been 
associated in the mind of civilized man 
with punishment. This is natural, for 
justice arose in society as a safeguard, 

* as an insurance policy for honest, law- 
abiding citizens, against the ravages of 
men who did not feel the same impulses . 
,of decency and respect for property 
’and morals as their neighbors. If all 
men behaved in the same way about 
property, manners, and morals, there 
would be no such word as Justice. 

In the past, justice has always been 
associated with the idea of measure. 
It has been thought of in terms of bal- 
anced trade — an eye for an eye, a tooth 
:or a tooth . 1 If a man took five meas- 
ures of grain from his neighbor, or if his 
;attle ate that much from his neigh- 
)or’s store, justice required him to re- 
urn five -measures of grain. If a man 
;illed another man, he forfeited his 
•wn life in payment. 

That is not true today. It is possible 
b take three men who have committed 
ientical crimes before three different 
jdgQ&and get three different sentences. 
>ne timnViil get three years, another 
Ve to, seven years, and a.thircb^fteen 
) twejityyears. This is possible be- 
luse laws set only a maximum penalty, 
ith no' minimum, allowing the judge 
» choose any length of time he prefers 
.V to the maximum. 


For instance, the penalty, for coun- 
terfeiting currency is a maximum of 
fifteen years' imprisonment. The pen- 
alty for counterfeiting coins is a maxi- 
mum of ten years' imprisonment. And 
the length of the sentences imposed for 
violations of these laws has been stead- 
ily decreasing during the past years. 
Meanwhile, the number of ;< violations , 
has increased. 

The obvious conclusion is that the 
criminal, seeing this tendency toward 
leniency, seizes upon the manufacture 
and distribution of illegal money, not 
as an adventurer, as was the old crim- 
/ inal facing exact penalties, "but as a 
gambler, taking a chance on two or 
three years instead of ten or fifteen. 

-What is needed today is a return to 
the idea. that justice is a measure, to 
be meted out 'according to a table as 
unchangeable as- the decimal system. 
Instead of a judge handing down a 
sentence according to his inclination, 
which may or may not be influenced by 
a bad breakfast, or a * good evening at 
bridge, the prisoner's , punishment 
should be determined by a new code 
whereby the offense should dictate the 
sentence, with additional years for 
. first, second, . third,, and fourth. offenses. 

. Another .suggestion jnight be that a , 
convicted ) prisontP be" remanded for 
sentence, the term to be determined by 


a board of three judges, of which the 
trial judge is a member. . ' ' / ’ 

The courts would welcome either of. 
these changes. Either would remove , 
from a single individual "much of the^ , 
burden of deciding the exact shade of a > 
man's guilt. By one method the sen- 
tences could* be read from a table of : 
figures unchangeable* even by so much . * 
as a day.’ The criminal would know - ; 
where he stood, and he might think 
more seriously before committing a 
crime. • 

By the other the possible influence. A 
of courtroom pyrotechnics in determin- 0 . i 
ing a sentence would be eliminated. - 
Some of the contempt for law which * 
has been growing rapidly would be dis- 
sipated, and justice would be returned * 
to its proper place in society, as a safe- 
guard and an insurance policy. !,*> 
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... WILLIAM H: MORAN r*. 
Former Chief , U . S. Secret Service 
Guest Editorial Writer 



r other hand and he was looking anxiously 
into her eyes. “Come on ouOiere to the 
tabl<£” — he tugged at her— see your 
belgted birthday gift.’* yj 

Libby, silent now and submissive, let 
herself be guided. The others trooped 
after: her. Not for long could they be 
subdued ; their laughter escaped in ripples. 
“The birthday gift is on your plate,” 
someone prompted. 

She fumbled with envelopes. She drew 
papers from one of them, and the family 
leaned forward, expectant. “What is it?” 
She looked around helplessly. “Who — 
who’s going to Florida?” She managed 
that, biting her lips to steady them! 

The control of the Shermans broke and 
the table rocked. “You and Mother— 
that’s who.” Mark made himself heard. 
“On a boat sailing Wednesday.” 

“You shouldn’t have.” She lifted her 
^ves slowly. “How in the world — ? 
I lot her, who — ?” 

y/ “The children have it all arranged.” 
Mrs. Sherman patted her anxiously. “ We 
haven’t a word to say.” 

Barney helped her with the second en- 
velope. He fluttered its contents up and 
down, tickling her nose. Checks. 

“We sold the car,” Glad put in proudly. 
“Even banged up as it was, it brought 
$500. Dad is putting new tires on his old 
one for us and — ” 

They were all talking at once then. 
“You, Rolf— you can’t — ” Libby was 
holding Rolf’s check out to him and her 
fingers were trembling slightly now. 

“Of course I can.” Rolf was matter-of- 
fact. “ Borrowed on my insurance. 
Carrying too much, anyway. Why, we 
owe it tp you.” 

“Five hundred plus five hundred is a 
thousand,” Mark was computing, “and 
you ha^e your Christmas Club money. 
Why,- yOu can buy a yacht. You can sail 
down.” Mark’s eyes apologized for there 
being no check from him. 

“Children, children — ” Minna Sherman 
was pouting. “I can’t get a word in. Let 
me tell about renting the house. A retired 
army officer and his wife are taking it fur- 
nished for the whole winter, Libby. They 
may buy. Gracious, this big place had just 
got to be too much for me.” She looked 
around, and her eyes were, blue and bright 
over the. fib. “ We ’ll find a little apartment 
when we come back.” 

H ERB was out of all this. . . . No, Herb 
was in it, too. Libby met his eyes, and 
for a moment he was the only one in it. 
“You mustn’t cry.” She held to that 
and pressed her eyelids tightly, together. 
“Everybody gets a kiss!” she called then, 
gaily. “Everybody.” She was up, and 
making the rounds. She kissed Glad’s cool 
and lovely , cheek, Barney’s ludicrously 
pursed and simpering lips, Mark’s eye just 
where the laugh and worry wrinkles were, ; 
the cranberry-stained cheek of little Patsy. 
She came to Herb, and the rest of them 
were mysteriously shut out. But it had 
been only partly Herb. The rest of it had 
been something hidden away in the gay 
hearts of all the gay Shermans. She had 
somehow always known it was there. 

She bent*to kiss Herb’s cheek, too, but 
he would have none of that. He caught her 
lead and pulled her lips down to his, while 
Shermans cheered.. “I’ll be down at the 
md of the. year,” he said. - 

* 5 * * 5 * * 5 * * 5 * 

/ 



o C. A. Johnson, sales manager of the 
Implement and Industrial Division of 
Motor Wheel Corporation, Lansing, 
Michigan, was forced to quit school at 
the age of fifteen, due to the death of 
his father. He found employment in a 
small machine works. 

Later he was injured in a plant acci- 
dent, breaking both ankles and a shoul- 
der. “With the prospect of many weeks 
in the hospital,” he says, “it seemed the 
right time to take an I. C. S. Course.” 
He enrolled for engineering. 

Two years later he became chief 
draftsman of the Muncie Gear Works. 



Following this he was assistant ^Yiief 
engineer of the Chevrolet Motor*Com- 
pany. In 1918 he began a thirteen-year 
association .with the Hyatt Roller Bear- 
ing Company. In this position he built 
up a nation-wide acquaintanceship with 
implement and industrial machinery 
manufacturers. 

In 1931 he became general sales man- 
ager of the Roller Bearing Company of 
Trenton, New Jersey, and left this posi- 
tion to become district manager in New 
York and Pennsylvania of the Chevrolet 
Motor Company. Looking back over his 
career, here is what Mr. Johnson says: 


Ur ? tru iy yours, ' 

mm mEEL comr mo i,, 


|y c * Johnson 


wm 
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BOX 7498-H, SCRANTON, PENNA. 

■fa Without cost or obligation, please .send me a copy of your booklet, “Who Wins and Why,” 
and full particulars about the subject before which I have marked X: 


TECHNICAL AND INDUSTRIAL COURSES 

□ Architect □ Welding, Electric and Gas □ Mechanical Engineering 

□ Architectural Draftsman □ Reading Shop Blueprints □ Mechanical Draftsman 

□ Building Estimating □ Sheet Metal Worker □ Diesel Engines 

□ Contractor and Builder □ Machinist □ Toolmaker □ Aviation Engines 

□ Structural Engineer □ Patternmaker □ Boilermaker □ Automobile Mechanic 

□ Structural Draftsman □ Heat Treatment of Metals □ Plumbing 

□ Electrical Engineer □ Bridge Engineer □ Heating 


□ Electric Lighting □ Bridge and Building Foreman □ Air Conditioning 

□ Telegraph Engineer □ Highway Engineer □ Steam Engineer 

□ Telephone Work □ Radio □ Civil Engineer □ Steam Electric Engineer 

□ Refrigeration □ Surveying and Mapping • □ Marine Engineer 

BUSINESS TRAINING COURSES 

O Business Management □ Bookkeeping □ First Year College Subjects 

□ Industrial Management □ Secretarial Work □ Business Correspondence 


□ Management of Inventions j 

□ R. R. Locomotives 

□ R. R. Section Foreman 

□ Air Brakes □ Signalmen I 

□ Chemistry . Q Pharmacy | 

□ Steam Fitting □ Coal Mining’ 

□ Ventilation □ Cotton Manufacturing 


□ Traffic Management 

□ Accountancy 

□ Cost Accountant 

□ C. P. Accountant 


□ French □ Stenography and Typing 


□ Woolen Manufacturing 

□ Poultry Farming 

□ Agriculture 

□ Navigation 

□ High School Subjects 

□ College Preparatory 
.□ Illustrating 


□ Spanish _ _ 

□ Salesmanship -□ Civil Service □ Mail Carrier □ Cartooning 

□ Service Station Salesmanship □ Railway Mail Clerk □ Lettering Show Cardtf 

D Advertising O Grade School Subjects □ Signs 


DOMESTIC 

□ Professional Dressmaking and Designing 

□ Home Dressmaking □ Advanced Dressmaking 


SCIENCE COURSES 

□ Tea Room and Cafeteria Management, Catering 1 

□ Millinery □ Foods and Cookery . 


..Age.... Address.. 


City..... - State...., Present Position 

If you reside in Canada , 'iC*d this coupon to the International Correspondence Schools Canadian, Limited | 

Montreal, Canada 



I 


I 
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94-3-4-20-469 
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. . May 2, 1933. • 

•Mr. F. C. Mooney, ' 

396 Du Pont Avenue, • • • 

Paulsboro', Ness Jersey. r . 

Dear Mr. Mooneys 

• I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated April 13 p 1938, celling this Bureau's attention to 
the advertisement which appears on page 143 of the May, 





1933, issue of The American Magazine, and I assure you 
that your courtesy in doing so is appreciated. 

. ■ Sincerely youi?3, 1 

V ^ * ! ; 


' Mp ' ^“thun 

f Mr. Tol « 011 
| **r. B aug l lm()|1 

I Mr ■ Clegg 

I Coffey 

\ Ur, Crow} . • 

| Mr. Eg»„ V 
I Ur. Forxrorth V 

| Mr. Gl. via _ _ * 

, {'Mr. Horb„ 

{ Mr. Hone! . * 

!'■ Mr. Lester 7 

/ Mr. McfritiVa 
/ Mr. N,u« ll(cn 

; ? Mr. Nichc(s 

» Mr. Pe OI1 , flKtoi 
-j-.vfr.-B o 8e „ 7- 
f Mr - SehUder. 

Mr* Tatum 

‘ r * ^Vacy 

h ^ Gandy^ 



John Edgar Hoover^ 
Director. 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 
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SteJterhl iBmv&bu nrf Sttttesiigsffujt 
states i&gpuvtment of dustlts 
3®aalfttt0tow, 


CT.-ACS 


Date ^=20=38 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr. To Ison 
Mr. Baughman __ 
Mr. Cfogg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 
Mr, Egan ^ _ 

Mr. Foxworth ^ 
Mr. Qlavln 
Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hottel 

Mr. Lester 
Mr. Mclrtf fro __ 
Mr. Naughten 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Schilder 


Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy 


* 



Mr. Courtney Ryley'booper called me on Apidjk 19th stating 
th^t he had received a communication from Mr. Sunnej^Blossom of the 
aerican Magazine , who was anxious to have you attend a luncheon of 
Adv ertising men^as a^guest and not as a speaker. There will be two of 
these luncheons - one on May 2nd and one on May 16th at the Waldorf- 
Astoria. Hotel in New York. 

I told Mr. Cooper I knew you could not attend the one on May 
16th inasmuch as you have arranged to speak at Kansas City on May 17th 
at the convention of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, but that 
I would find out whether you could attend on May 2nd. Mr. Cooper stated 
he is planning to go to New York on May 2nd for this luncheon and also to 
see his doctor. 

I have prepared a letter to Mr. Blossom concerning this matter 
as'-.suggested by Mr.- Cooper. 
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CTsACS 
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AprilEG, 1933. 




Mr. Etume^Blossoia, 
Editor, Ths£%i g}ertean 
250 Park Avenue, 

Bet? York City. 


Dear Mr. Blossom*** 



Hyl6^^ooper has told me of your Ida, d invitation 
to m to attend. one of your luncheons at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel on Hay 2nd or Hay 16 th. ! 


r 3n fortunate ly , . I have a previous engagement on 1 fey 

•^ad her© end on Say 17th, X as scheduled to speak at lansas 
City, Hissouri, before 4 convention of the, General Federation 
of Women » e Clubs. Accordingly, 1 regret very much that it will 
not be possible for me to be with you. 

i 

With kindest regards, 

i 

Sincerely, 



■ 3, Eagav HoqV©® 





• \ 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER N 

v/Sebring, Florida ^ 

f \ 

1 April 23-38 

W 


D©ar Clyde : 


This is one of a series of mysterious 

letters I have been receiving for the last three months 

and they are ceasing to be funny. 

At first I threw them away, thinking them 

zmaaz the work of some nut maybe so — and that they 

V would stop. But they keep on coming, 

I don’t know what to do about them if anything. 

Only my f ingerprints, besides the writerJ-s, 

should be on this letter. 

As h 

to S& df Samezev 




ni i iNfORMA i iuN CONTAINED 




RIS coRDm 

- <fe 
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FEotRAt B ureau of investigation 




. » ' # 2876 ? 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 'V 9510 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT? OF JUSTICE 

(Recorded 4-27-38 10:00 A .M . ) 

Laboratory Report 


Examinat ion of lot tor rscOivsfl Number: 94 r 3^®20=»&?2 
byCourtnoyRylsy Cooper, 


Q X Envelops postearkofi "tar Yoz>k 0 H 0 Y 0 Sta„ C os Ap? e 20 „ 1938 a 
SsOO T?o . ' \ 

Q 2 Accompanying latter beginning "I musta^t OTlto much to you 
until | locate some pictures aa&'mak® sure».«<.’’ 


- Examination requested by: US’® Oo Ao ftolaoa B Ksply by m®n© e 

Date received: Szm Jfe Q Tolsoiip 4/26/38 jatg, IsS© P* . M 0 (cbp Apr. 26> 1938.) 

Examination requested: Doe>saQnt° FingsrprSat 





FROM: Technical- Laboratory 

TO: Single Fingerprint Section 

Case Number: 94 - 3 - 4 - 20-472 


No latent fingerprints developed 

Iodine prints developed on 

Silver nitrate prints on 


_Identiscope negatives attached hereto. 


REMARKS : 



L-I4 


E. P. Coffey 
Bv: 


Examiner. 



L & jl L 
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April 25, 1938. 


:c 


RECORDED- ; ; 

mB^XBD gj te"S°^g f»~ < 
Sebring, Florida. 


$ 


Dear Ryley s - - 

I have 


your 


,f April. 23rd addressed to 

•*“ meh you eoclo «“ i Mgasd motoj-u/^la. 

-4 I » arranging for a opec^. be ,^~^T 

to- establish %fe© idea tity of the sender. 

®ith hind regards. 


r.lr. Ndthan 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Baughman 

3 Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

'Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Dawsey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hottel 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclntlre 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr, Pennington 
Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Tamm ... 

Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy. 



Edsor Heavor 

M t INFORWK. - - ,_ ir - 

vf£RBEUSUf).ASS^ED 

DA' 
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• 25 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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2F©5ii?rall (Bureau of tourstigatlon 

ImlteSt states sirpartmrtit of Hustles 

\ 

Washington, 30 . 

May l s 1938 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


11 AM: 


o 


r **V > 


Mr© Courtney Riley Cooper called advising that he is .located at 
Hotel Wheyland, 40 East 54th Sto in Hew- York City© 

He will be at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington,/ D 0 C 0 Thursday 
morning o ' / 


the 



Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. Tolaon. 

Mr. Baughman . 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey . 

Mr. Crowl 
Mr. Dawsey . 

Mr. Egan- 
Mr. Foxworth . 

Mr. Glavin. 

Mr. Harbo . 

Mr. Kcttel 
Mr. Lester . 

Mr. Mclntire. 

Mr. Nichols . 

Mr. Pennington 

Mr. Schilder . 

Mr. Tamm . 

Mr. ' 


Respectfully, 



Go Wo Gutteridge, 
Communication Section. 



P 
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BECORDFry RFGsPSD • May 6* 1938, 

J 94-3-4-20-474 


Mr. I. 1. Gerry, 

400 Ha Street* • ; 

Hopkinton, Massachusetts., i 

> ' i : • j 

. -i* 

Dear Mr. Gerry 6 : f- 

V 

Your letter of April 27 , 1938 » has. been 
reoelved aiid I am pleased to know that you enjoyed 
the article which you read in the American llagaaine. 

I deeply appreciate the thoughtfulness which 
prompted you to write to tae concerning your views, on 
crime in our country and I do want to thank you for 
your courtesy. 

It has occurred to me that you might like 
to read some of our pamphlets regarding the work of 
the FBI and it is a pleasure to enclose several • . 

booklets and copies of my addresses. „ 1, hope you will 
find this material interesting. • r f 






ff3£ 



> % Sjuz-Ux- L ¥l "7 OS' 


0-f 


Kay 10, 1938. 


Hr. Courtesy Rylep^oopsr 
433 Berth Lakevi<s^ Drive 
Setoricg, Florida 


s' 


Deer Ryleyj i. 

Pursuant to your request, I am 
enclosing herewith the ileus which ^ou desire 
arid which 1 Wust will be of assistance to you 
in your Vtiyiy on W illiam SonaMnpaye r and bis 
mother, Who$ Box Annie. 0 - 

filth bast wishes and kind x»agards, * 

\ 

Cordially, 


[ VLr. Egcm 

[ Hr. Foxtrcirth . - 

!jSr. CSavin 

■*$x, Bfcvho 

t ^ir. Koitci 

| luf. Lestev 


| Vi*. ItSuiZx* 

\ Mr. HisHois 

I V-£. t^exmiiigton . 
i lit. Sender.... 


>ir. Taxm ... 

» ' 

; jjf. Tracy.— 
[ Miss Gaudy. 


Clyde Tolson 


M 1 INFORMATION tu 
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Enclosure ,HEK0ft U> 
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Photostatic cppies newspaper clippings trn » 

Copies reports on Mayer .case 
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Report of D. H, Dickason, March 4 > 1926. 


D.^' EARL MONTAIGNE, 'alihs C. C. Skidmore, 
alias D , E. IlSntague, ete.j DAVE RANDALL; 
MRS. MARIE POPOVICH; ANNIE SAPITO (Victims) 
.WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT 


Synopsis of Facts; MONTAIGNE (SKIDMORE) convicted at Salt hake City 

-3-2-26 and sentenced to 3 years and fined $1000. 

Details; At Butte, Montana^ ; 

The following., self-explanhtory telegram was received; 

'J 

"Salt Lake City u tah 1926 Feb . 25 

"D H Dickason ^ ■ . 

Special Agent in Charge Department of Justice Butte Mont 
Subpoena has this day. been issued for your appearance here as 
witness on March first nineteen twenty six ten am case of United 
States v Montaigne and Randall 

Smith Asst United States Attorney." 

Authority to proceed received, from the Bureau, and I proceeded 
as authorized. 


At Salt Lake City, Utah. '• 

The trial was had on March first and second, JUDGE CHARLES 
B. DAVIS presiding. SKIDMORE, or, MONTAIGNE, 'and his mother are experts 
at framing a defence and, from much, experience, are as slippery as eels. 
Their attorney, F. W. JAMES, is theip. equal in ail these things, besides 
being about as irritating a gentleman,' who precludes necessity of offering 
proof that he is an attorney by admitting " it., as I ever heard. 

The Jury quickly found MONTAIGNE guilty. After an unusual 
number of dilatory motions by Attorney JAMES, all of which were overruled, 
JUDGE DAVIS sentenced MONTAIGNE to .serve '•’three years in the Federal 
penitentiary and to pay a fine of $1000.. ' 


Before MONTAIGNE was. sentenced, at Judge Davis' request I was 
sworn and told of that part of my.' eight years-' experiences with SKIDMORE 
(MONTAIGNE) ’ so far as' convictions were concerned, and his present status 
at the three penitnetiaries in which he has last served. 


I also /touched* briefly on the following signed statement by 
SKIDMORE, which original statement is in the Sheriff's _of fic^ l fJ^Bo 2 eman, 
Gallatin County, Montana; 


M1 ,„ eo wat\oncoW^ 
uppci m 'is UNCLASSIFIED 

viz 




0* Co Skidmore. 

Color, whit©* Whore arrested, Boaeaan, Mont# .j 

Disposition of ca^©, Feeding* .••, 

Received, 7/14/17 * County, Gallatin 0 ' 

'•Ago* 12* Height, 5* 1Q§®* -Weight, 140* Complexion led# Righto ; 
Fae®, reg* Byes, gr©y-green D Hair, brown* Teeth, fait 4 * 

Occupation, electrician# ; Born in San Francisco, Gal. 

j 

As BOBIRf Ka CARH0LL, > alias Wra. French, alias Sa* Meyers, arrested 
at &os Angelos, California, Feb*. IS, 1912, Bobbery and Burglary, sentenced 
to Whittier Reformatory till ( during? ) minority j arrested in a Worth 
Main Street rooming house after robbing and brutally boating Frank Gerardo 
A loaded revolver, • black- j eek, pass key and vial of chloroform found on hia. 

fas caught in act* '. ' * - 

! , • • 

A® James ®o Morgan, arretted at 'Topeka, Kansas, by officer 
Richard®, Sept* .10, 1915, returned- to Kansas City, Mo», by Casey and ' 
Orfordp dept* -12, 1916, charge grand larceny, stole a Ford fro© Wo B* 

Brooks, 12 Georgia Ava*, Kansas City, Sanaa©, at 12th and Walnut Sts*, 

K,Co, M©*, Sep t 0 14, 1916} discharged by Justice Slavic* 

Ac Co Bo Mortaine, arrested at Seattle, Wash*, Jan* 6, 1915, 
carrying, concealed weapon sj Jen. 12* 1915} given hours? caught prowling, 
had revolver -sad flash-light, alias D. D* Woatslguo, alias Clesont Gordon., 

Ac Charles Baalel Montaigne , arrested at Forties! , Oregon, Feb, 3, 
1917, grand larceny, Apr* 16, 1917 j 1 to 10 year ® '-'Oregon State Prison* _ . 
Granted now trial on appeal* • \ . '. •> •' 

’ i ' ' 

Seattle, Wash*, XlSU displayed unauthorised auto license* 

A© Barvain Bo Montaigne alia© Clement Gordon, larceny, Spokane , 
Wash*, Jen* 22,' 1915, 60 days Honor Farm 0 

Prisoner* s algae tura, C* Co Skidmore (in pencil) 


Shortly: after this,.- SKI D101E was convicted of the theft of the 
automobile for which he was then. being held.} received at Montana State 
Prison 11-1,3-17 as Ho* 6104} sentence, 4| to 9 years# 

On 11-5-21, he was received at Utah Stats Prison, as Ho. 39845 
theft, of automobile, sentence, 4 aontha to 10 years. 

Oji 1-30-24, plead guilty at Helena, Montana, before Federal 
Judge George $4 Bounjuin, to violation of the Motional Motor Vehicle Theft 
Act (felony) and was fined $25* 


Go 6-30-33 o fee was received at Colorado Gist© Peniteatiaryj as 
So* 12168 $ burglary in mutt County' (Steamboat Springs # county sent); 
sentence# l| to 3 years* ■; .■ 

this .conviction was- tho result of ay trying to get. SXIDlGRi' 
for PoCatello* ' I 16as*aad that hi®’ anil was going to Haybro (Routt Gou&ty) 
and that fee# bis '‘wife (than) and 'an unknown -km had left Price# Utah# la 
eaaufcoaohll©# going east} notified; the., sheriff at Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado# r/ho apprehended the tr)Lb# but, found , that the two men had 
committed a burglary before ho chulS reach them* SKIDMORE# being told 
that Montana# was asking about him! hastened to plead guilty# fearing 
he was wanted in Montana for two murders he dad his aether had committed 
there* Bis associate also pleaded -guilty* 

these murders ares IRS* 'BTdilSf LA CA&6E# paramour of SKIDMORE# 
whom he “put on the. bcp tt and who wgs so accomplice with him in the 
oar theft at Booeantu He claimed that ah© B 0quenXe4“ (true# but he 
only guessed' it)* ' .While SKIDMORE m& in fleer bodge prison# Boris’ ' 
married BAGASSE* the night 6KXMQ&B' was paroled he wmi to Butt© and' , 

"boat her Up“ good* Later# when the murder was committed# be had gotten 
friendly with he** 5 .enticed her from Seattle# shore her husband was in a 
hospital} inveigled her to the house in Anaconda (fitted up like the house 
of the Benders in Kansas# ‘and so gruesome is its history that it yet, 
after five years# stands tenantless in Anaconda just as SKIDMORE and 
mother vacated It) from which oho never departed alive* She had about 
#2500 in jeweliy and the ease amount in 'clothes and furs* All this was 
taken fro© SKIDMORE' by Chief of Polie© d * J* Murphy of Butte and (then) 
County Attorney George Bourquin* A considerable sua of money which 
MRS* LACASSE had Was not recovered}’ at.' least one’ ring#,' which MRS* LACASSS 
habitually wore# was “held out” by 8XIB10RI# and# later# pawned ia Bait 
Lake City under the nme- 0* E* SOI? AXpIB (redeemed by his mother while 
he me la Colorado penitentiary)# and a' valuable watch, .which he later 
gave to RUfR MRBIXCK# whom fee married (now divorced) as D* B* U* SQSfAlfflBl* 
mu 0 ftSHDKXCKfl shot and wounded* MRS* FfUENOB (SBXttsQRS'a mother) Is this- 
Anaconda house# while trying to sake MRS* FRS2SCH toll whore the girl’s 
body, was* • , 

*. * v 

It is aliaoat certain that the girl was placed ia a copper vat 
under &KXWQR&B Anaconda feoueo (fee stole the copper from the A* C« I* 
Smelter and mad© taost of the vat himself# storing it elsedhere before fee 
loft) in a hole he dug there (there was ao cellar} for its reception# 
and the fl#sfr eaten off by acids* He is eoa#uhtst of a cfeeaist* All that 
defers hia hanging -for this is the absence of the "corpus dileoti* — we , 
can' t fi®d''th© skeleton* It id almost certain that it exists, aa# .whan he 
_w »0 shot by. the 'polios at Pocatello,, just before his sentence in Otafe# he 
was. badly. ©feared# and his jaothor# who m® also arrested, and whoa we had a 
matron “listen in" on# would .pee© the cell and jump up out of sleep moaning# 
"Oh# Earl#, they have found it* B She also referred to “ that" in letters 
she wrote him at Canon City* 






• / 

The disappeawmee of OLE LARSORj about the ease tts!,e p and' 
at the easis houses ie ns conclusively traced to thorn* This case rests 
on the fact that LARSOII' was on an oil stock deal with SKIDMORE,, got 
a draft to hiaeelf for #800* and walked out of life — Mrs* FRENCH 
forged hia naae and cashed tho draft in Butte* LAREOR had no known' 
relatives to stir things up (only a Sbandincviim Society to which he 
belonged). and a of course*. the bank is not anxious to have a forgery 
shown unless necessary#, Other details- sr© very .clear# The corpus 
dilocti produced in this case would cause iamdiate action by the 
Anaconda (Dear Lodge County) officials; where 'the imirdars occurred* 
LARJBQ& ?/as undoubtedly given & bath in- SKIDMOIlE*S copper vat* 


This ia given so that the files may chow an outline (only an 
outline) of this yicioue ' criminal* a doing* « Hia boast to Deputy Sheriff 
. Freudenetein, Butte* five years ago, (while being taken from Butte to 
Anaconda to too bis mother in tho hospital after ©3* HffilDRIGKS had shot 
her) that ho had to then stolen 125 fords ia a email totter j ho has stolen 
more titan that number sine© then* The Carbon County a Utah, officials 
told so at Salt Lal|Q City* this time* that they feel, sur© he is responsible 
for the deaths of two women there# sineo he. hah been in that .county* 



copy 


i». 1 '• ii 

(An undated letter from SKXBMQIUI to hie wife) 

i , , J 

WXCSt OF 3BEBIFF ■ 

Kouti County 

<• Steamboat Springs „ Colorado* 


Dearest Wife* .. . ’ 

' \ ■' 

'5 . • ‘ 

1 s j i- 

Am sorry that we caimat say good bye* Dot good bye 
exactly but until we rase t again .If not here in this life la the 
next for 1 shall always reaeaberj to Xpv© you* . I ’kaOf^you will 
not forget a© either* . ! 

1 want yon to hold together the beat you cm mi not 
give Into despair* Ton are too good & girl mi idle to wreeifc 
yourself for on© who can not understand my thing but get into trouble 
and bring disgrace* -fake an easy rest when you 'reach hose -'and try ...., 
to overcome your grief acid pleaee dp' not worry about m for 1*11 f 
h® alright at the worst or boat* Life is short at the. best, end'' we' 
shell meet again. Some* tis© if it is. permissible? wont you arrange 
Mom .seeling to each. other so that we may be doubly euro that we 
can live again* Forhaps it will be in a place where one can not do 
wrong and can enjoy u true wife 1 ® love and tenderness* 


I would love to have you write to he* Dear* Sot words of 
sympathy but those of encouragement to live' better and trust in His* 
XOtt will not forget to send ae your photos for X went the®. 

4 

fell Dad good bye for a® and that X wish you both a safe 
trip* 3a careful oa the roads* Xf you see Bother tell her not to 
worry and you can arrange things aa you wish when ybu arrive fcher© 
or tend to then later when you f pal better* . . • 

X shall wait with great anxiety to know how your condition 
is and if tth&t .«* suspect Is. true* Be- careful, Dear*. 

Mast dose , as they are in hurry* 11 th love to all* 


Cod blea© ■& protect you* X love you* 
* 



i‘ *%. 
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Copy of letter from "Mother 11 to D. E. I2Q!tT&ICRE s 
lido 12168 (State Penitentiary# Cattoa Gity 0 Gold.)* 
(Postaarked *• lall worth* OtsfeSS). 

1 "July 27th 8 1923. 


% Dearest Scat y : j. 

'• - 

Am so tired and weary j»ut before I retire will speak 
a few words to ky poor suffering boy* to give him hope and courage. 

■ I • 

I do hope that you .are. mil and getting oyer some of 
your nervousness*— I never got but on© letter dated July* 5th. from 
you- X hop© I havent missed one. 

Have been in Salt Lake u few days and On arrival- received 
two lettorsfros RUXH. She says she has written, several letters to 
you and received only one froo you and asks if you got your gold pen* 
pencil SI. 00 she left for you* tooth brush end paste. I could not 
give her an answer but she wants to know if you got the© and if not 
she will get them from that, officer. They are not his property so 

let her and so knot?. . * + 

' \ * - 

You have such good sulphur and iron, springs outside the gate* 
and if you ever have a chance drink lots of the iron water* it is. very 
good and you will build up. I do '.wont you to regain yourself and coao 
back to normal. I am. working end planning how I can get back over there 
and have something done for you but it will bo quite a .while yet. X 
want to get in condition t© fix .kitchen and cabin and if ’X e&s get 
in sos© place where 1 Will b© a little more coafor table next winter, 

X feel that X ®ust ask© a. change .'in work X --need a change m ' this' constant 
work is too hard for me at. ay. age. 

a - a 

% dear boy* "think of only ple&aaat object® end thoughts. — • 
cultivate good clean language at all tiass— novor allow evil to. com# 
into your oihd at\.all« Build up character and become your .dear ©elf 
one© rwr©. Read bast book®. X lov© you and want your proseac© la 
ay last days* Oh X pas never understand why you ceanot think before 
you. act— wbats done cannot b© undone-but 4aar etear clear of all evil 
talk - be watchful - 'Remember n H&rg©B*s faithfulness". I pray for 
you my dear eon — Goodnight. .1 believe this letter i» Ho.' 3'. • * •:< •. ■ 
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Case: « 


• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE • 



Laboratory Report 


(Recorded 5-19-38 4t00 P.M.chp 1 


' Number : 


$0 


Specimens: , 

® : 4 fife 'jpfeafi. i 

a ^ ©ao ©teste 

* % © :®iS© 'QfeSgfc 



I'iMfc feo» 0 O „ 3ay 4 0 
$°& 1£S0 c,c,p - 
^U© ae$ fefc <=-=•” • 
”20 %& fefc «° w 


Examination requested by: 

Date received: ' 

Examination requested: 

Result of examination: 



Examination by:^£«SSw8 
Ground 



L-7 




TO: Single Fingerprint Section 


Case Number : ^ $ - i/. — ~2^0 


■ No latent, fingerprints' developed^ 


Iodine prints developed on 

Silver nitrate prints on ' f* 2 

_ ; 

m Identiscope negatives attached hereto. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
* * * * * 

FROM 

SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 
DATE S' r-V/ 1938 


TO: Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Renneberger 
Mr. Singman 
Mr. Burgess 

Mr. H. M. Clegg 

_Mr. Fallon 

Mr. Feehan 

Mr . M. C. Hoover 

Mr. J. Kleinkauf 

Miss Kline 

_Mr. Knowles 

Mr. -' Maynor • .. . 
Mrs. McFhail 



_Mr. Peterson 
__Mr . Potter 
_Mr. Syphers 

Mr. Upton 

Mrs. Withers 

^Assembly 
„_Card Indfx 
C£*€f Clerk 
i^Files Section. 
__Laboratory 

Messenger 

__Posting Section 
_Recording Section 
__Technical Section 
_ Typing Section 
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De ar ;. Mr . Coo pe 1 




’> r And ■ I *d' like ' tp|Wnders" ore tH'a&. ... 
"dear" because you got rue out" of- ..al^f ficult , position 
so beautifully. . I . have just ready, the' latest- stor y*‘. , 
Thank you. ^ I -* m n ot fatuous , 'ire al ly - so I want 
you to realise that I walked jinto that through a very 
real terror- lest you were dyihg. . h-V 1 f n .never if orp-et ' 
you paid me the biggest pomp^ment I have, ever received- 

I d like you to read, nevertheless, part of a letter- 

... _ . r'Y* cut off • sonethiS I 


wrote about some thing 'unimportant . 
its sincerity.: •. ~ _ * 


Please' believe in 


If I misunderstood part of what you wrote - if 1 ihWiSh t 
•you sere confiding !#•,*. , if ,-*as partly bicause L®‘- 
..member ed suddenly a fact I .haven't recalled ‘in thlffif"'- 
.five years_-_vihose face , in an idealizfnl nicture *® y 
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94-3-4-20 
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Eiay 19 9 19 3®« 


V ^ 


Ur'o Courtney Ryley Cooper’ • 
433 Borth Lakevleu Driv© 
Sebringr, Florida 1 


©ear Bylsgri 


.. . ,MFQpm\TlOW COtWMN® 
ft VV'?' , ''«'U4C l : ASS'.?©-. M 


W, 

v * 


^ Hi 



■ 4. fSj^ 


Clyde has ref erred to a© your letters of April 23rd 
and May 12th„ 1938 s with which you transmitted the questioned 
letters and envelopes listed below for examination in the 
Technical Laboratory? 

k ' ‘ , . • : ’ 

|, 94**3-4-20-^472 Q1 q Envelope postmarked lew York* New York* 

® Station C p April 20 p 1938 e 5s00 P c M* 

^ Q2 9 Accompanying letter beginnings B I mustn’t 

write much to you until I locate some 
pictures and make surest. '• . 

94-3~4^-20 Q3o' One envelope postmarked Hew York* Sea- 

York* Station C* May 4* 1938® 12330 P* M c 
04 o One typewritten sheet ‘beginning* ®And I*d 
lik0»» O o 

Q5o One typewritten sheet beginning* “Do not 


On© typewritten sheet beginning* ®li is 
not®**®* 



BIr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Dawsey 

Mr. Effan 

i Mr. Fox worth 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Lester 


! Mr. Mclntire „ 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Tracy 


The typewriting appearing on these letters was compared 
with the standards on file in the Technical Laboratory and the 
.conclusion was reached that they were prepared on a typewriter 
equipped ?dth Corona or Saith-Corona Pica type having a horizontal 
spacing of ten letters per inch® It was further concluded that 
all of these letters and envelopes were written on the same type- 
writer* 


w a h a*, a & 


KECOBDE©- 


may 22 j§ 3 $ 

tr , , MU. 

' „ f n BUREAU 0F woiwnoa 

2sf ‘ 8/ ommm bf mm 


FEDERAL BMP? ; i OF luVtSTiGATl^ 

MAY BS a 938 P. U. 


U.s. DFPAF’^r-WF 




/ 


Mr* Courtney Byley pooped -2* May 19* 1938* 

i 

I ' 

the questioned letter listed as specimen Q2 consists 
of iinruled plain tibite paperwhich contains the watermark 
Waterfalls Standard Bond 0 , has a substance number of 20 p and 
measures about 8| by il inches* Paper containing this watermark' 
is registered for the Waterfalls Paper S$LlXs ff 21 last 40th Street], 
Hew York City*. Hon© of the other paper or accompanying envelopes 
contains a waterbark or other characteristic which would assist 
in tracing its origin* .. I- 

flis letters and envelope© were chemically treated for 
the development of latent fingerprints and one partial palmer 
impression and si 2 £ finger impressions of value for comparison 
purposes were developed* 

The original letters add envelopes which you submitted 
are being retained in the files of the Laboratory pending advice 
from you as to their disposition * 
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AIR MAIL 



john-edg»r hoover 

DIRECTOR 


SFP:DMS 

94-3-4-20-472 


^federal SUtrrait of ffimiestfgatfon 
Uniteii §tatrs Separtment of Kuatice 
Washington, 2L ®. 


n 



At the request of Mr« C. A, To Ison an examination was made 
of the letter and envelope transmitted by Courtney Ryley^Cooper on 
April 23, 1938. " ' 

The letter was found to have been written with a Corona or 
Smith Corona typewriter equipped with Pica type the letters being 
spaced ten to the inch. The typing on this letter was compared with 
that of various letters in the anonymous letter file but no identifica- 
tion was effected. / 

The letter was written on a sheet of plain white paper 
measuring approximately 8^ by 11 inches and bearing the watermark 
"Waterfalls Standard Bond". This watermark has been registered by 
the Waterfalls Paper Mills, 386 Fourth Avenue, New York City. The 
envelope is of plain white paper and measures approximately 4 1/8 by 
9-|- inches and bears no watermark. 

The letter and envelope were treated for latent fingerprints 
but none of value was developed. 

Photographs of the letter and envelope are attached hereto. 
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Dear rar. Cooper: 

/v\ 

I mustn’t write A to you 
until I locate some pictures and make' sure 
I am not merely stark, raving mad. 

I *m not - If you were the man on the stairs, 
for it was something I thought as X glanced 
into his face which "put me on this trail. 
That - and the hat tantalizing my mind. 


For you were associated with a man who con- 
nects In my mind with what I thought on the 
stairs and a hat. Forgive me If I am mis- 
taken. 

If I am not, give me time. I know now 
you must be almost chewing your nails In 
suspense if what I wrote so unconsciously 
of the hat was as significant to you as I 
realize may have been possible. But wait - 
in tremendous things I am slow but I am 
also sure. 


I am so proud that you confided in me. 

You know I won t lie to you and also I 
haven t told even Eunice of being In com- 
munication with you. 


I didn’t know you had hated me so much but 
fnrget about it. No matter what you did, 
I II promise never to be angry with you, 
if that is any reassurance. 


<t 



- 7 -offt a. 
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Mr 0 Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 Worth Lakeviecr Drive 
, Seferin^ s Florida ' ... 

'ft.'i, 11 1 ' J 'r 1- 1 ’’ 1 


' ■ \ * \ '■/;» 


Dear Ryleyj \ 


In accordance with yoar conversation with Sick, 

I sb very happy indeed to enclose several copies of 
the photograph which was stade- while you were recently 
In Washington.,. 

\ 

I enjoyed seeing this photograph very much because 
I thought that it was particularly good of yoti. 

* 

fith best wishes and kind regards, 

Cordially, , r r\ ■ 

Ml ’ > 


*> . r 1 ■ 

,,-r- 


.Enclosures 


Mr, Tolson.. 
Mr. Nathan . 
Mr. Tamm .. 
Mr. Clegg.,. 
Mr. Coffey __ 


Mr. Dawsey ... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth . 


Mr, GLavin 

Mr. .Harbo 

air. Lester..... 
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£3 & & & Q Q 


8 S@Pl®Q. 


f£ uT*f BEAU w ltm ' sr 'Wioa 

— ^ B yfc PMtC][HT pMUBTig/j 


i Sir. Mclntlre jj . * / — 

| Mr! NichoU:,j...A CSmPtfS' 

Bfr.Tracy. 1 * \ ^ ^ 

' / 
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Jwm 2% 1938 


1&*6 Mart iii Mooney*^ % 

6331 Hollywood Boule^Ed i 
Hollywood x, California ; 


.Boar Masalas, > ».t .. > .V . • - - ' \ 

Sunday afternoon X' had the pleasure of 
th ® first of your series ©£ articles entitled,, 
Rackety” which appeared in the' July iss u® 
of the Aserican tTagasine^ and I wanted you to ha,gp hm 
interested I ms in the manner in which you have treated 
> subject^ and 1 am quit® confident that the readers 
of American Magazine will find your article to to* safe, 
tramaly interesting o 

beat wishes and kind r3garde a 

; 

Sincerely yours ,9 

ti 0 Boigor Boevor \ ■ \ 
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Mr- ToJm 
tet Ne&est ... 

1 w« Taman 

I 1 .‘V • 

; ^.€S^. :v .. 

j ^Ir. Coffey .... 

I 

Mr- JDawiSE^ .. 

• &JV Eeaa 

r; «*K FcffWOitZi 
I • Ji *i 

!; Sir,, Glavia ...1 

Mr-Rarbo ... 

* * : ;,r V* *' * , 

^r-.ljc^tpr .... 

&r 7 Nfckote. 

i .S;:. • . 

®?*Sir15?R»J!p 

Misa Caatiy 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR Vp 

/ IfleJneml Uweatt of Jfnueatlgatton 

'LBN :CH United States Uepartraent of Uustice 

SHasfjimigton, 50. C. 

June 29, 1938 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. T0L50N 

q There is attached, hereto, the July issue of 
Am erican Magazine , _w herein you will find on Page 16 
v/ an ariicleerTtitled, "Thp^arole Racket," by Martin 


^n artn 
[ooney . 


It would appear that this is the first of a 
series of parole articles by Mr. Mooney, a&d a read- 
ing of this article reveals that he has simply re- 
worked his manuscript entitled, ^6rime Incorporated," 
for this particular series of articles. Outside of 
using the names of John Dillinger, Clyde Barrows, 
Clyde Stevens and a few others, he has used different 
names for the characters and has toned the article 
down considerably. 

The article is well written and very interesting, 
and I am sure will be of interest to his readers. I 
think the attached letter to Mr. Mooney would be in 
order , 


Mr. ToIboh . . 
Mr. Nathan . 
Mr. Tamm - 

I Mr. Clegg . - 
Mr. Coffey . 
Mr. Crowl.. 


Mr. Dawsoy --- 


Mr. Egan 

j Mr. Fox worth . ... 
1 Mr. G lav In 


: Mr. Uurbo ... 
Mr; Lester .... 
Mr. Mclntire. 


Mr. Nichols 


Mr. Traoy ... 
I Miss Candy 
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r i* ^ / 


Suite 1729 - 111 Sutter, 

San Franeisco 0 California 

<My 1938* 


y- 


Director,, 

^=^_Fedarol Buraanef Imfootlgationr, 
AfOEhington fl So Co ; ‘‘ '• . 


Beor Sirs .... V:" 

r i . 

Please bo adviced that ; ;pMi© attending the Pacific 
Coast iratopjatlobol Association .>of Is? .Bate, cossat Officers Con® 
veatloao 1 ©pent pees tic® with Kojor Co Iil(HILL 0 Sl o 0o a Ascistant 
CoEffideoioma* of ms Royal Canadian Uovxitm Police at Feme ouror ® 
H&jorJtfILL otstafd to ©3 that ho hod read’uith interest COURSHEY 
H3XEY XOOPES 5 Here 9 o to Criss# and also your po«% n PGrsG30 
in Hiding 0 and found thorn very Interesting* Ho also evidenced , 
m interest in the background of soeg of ouy large? oaso© end 
upon coking bio TThether he had reed fi fon Thousand Public Enealeo' 3 s 


/ 


A ' 


\h> 


he stated that he hod not 0 and X purchased a copy of this book 
end presented it to him« He seeisod very pleased*, and I thought 
you -CTOUld bo interested to knot? that Canadian officers are 
reading your booko 1 . 


years a . ; 


Ho jvx- ^vm s 

Special Agent in Charge o. 


t v\* v wR’A^. LVV Q5r\*j- 

riM \<s UWCV flJ ^A 


KEOORBEBJ 
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Miss Gandy I . ' • 

6 ) ’ :• 

Th e July issue of the Ame rican Magazin e 1 - "Dixie » Mother 
Confessor” - page 126 has interesting reference to Bureau, 


(I read 




^v. 


JHMjDSS 


August 6® 


lifecORDE® 





ft' 






If® Bugeno Do Blsoa 
Pedsml Bu?es» of investigation 
U* So BqpaFteont of Justice ‘ ' 
Sashington s Do Co — ~~t> ', \ 


\ , . 

Dess* ESP* Disons 1 

I recoived yen® asswandas of August l p . 1938 
-tilth trUloii you so !stad3y teanss&ttcd a copy of th® 
American- I2ig&Eini> i > rafos’ring to tho article therein 
entitled n ?a?olea Gu-er tfe@ Counts? o" ' . 






3 2 docpiy apps'cclat© you? courtesy In asking 

this-' UTOllablo to ass end th® interest in th® work of 
asisation ■shich you? action portrays.*.- 

SEtb beat- tJisbss and kind regards^ - # 

yours*. \ 





Mr.Tolson.. 

■Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. Tanuc; .. 

‘Mr,. Clegg... 

•Mr.. Coffey .. . 

: Mz. Ciwl v 
A»r. Pawsey 
Mr. j?j>7in 
Mr. l r os worth ....... 

; Mr. Giavin 

f 

■'Mr. ilarbo 

i Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclntire 

■Mr. N&bola . J^^X. 
k*Mp. Tracy ... ^ ^ 

Mias Gandy 


~|- ; cc Mr* Crowl 



SOMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

ftf3 A B A. E © 

AUG 6 1938 


P\ &!. 

BOtoll OF WVLSTl(Ur!f>fj. 
y. S. OlMfiTMENT OF 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


i 


w 


IfoiJiieral ISwroait of Imuratfgation 

toitefi &taf ca 30r{iar1tmrtit of Justice 

ffllaaiflwgtatt, 30. <SL 
August 1, 1938 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 





Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Nathan ... 
Mr. Tamm 

-Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Dawsey .. 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Kcrbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclntire 
Mr. N»chol3. 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy. 
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I thought you might be interested in the attached article 
"Pa roles Over the Counter ” written by Martfn^Mooney. 





JTMtCH 
94-3-4Sub £0 ~(£X^ 

■ September 1 D 1933 


Hias Mice Gaunt ; 

Sulphur 9 Louisiana 

- t 

„ »> ■ i ‘ i ! ' f 

*t . 41 . * 

Baa? Hi @8 Gaunt® >' ’, \. 

It was very tfe6a^fetfai-.oS > yon.-i© i??lt© ee 

aa you didVn -4«gs*gi 23 9 X9.3$ 9 ,a«pp©aal»g your 
appreciation for the courtesies which nor© ex- 
tended to you oa tfe© occasion of your recent ■> 

, visit to rnt headquarters* '1 m eo glad that ’.. 
yet? fewd our various facilities of interest raid 
I wat to th&itfs you for your splendid ecrjsento*- ■ 
toiy r&Brkst concerning the meabere of py staff 
«b© ecsistei you in the course of your tour* 





I7.IT. 'WW*. 

?-**. tfoilW* 
Hr. 

m.\ eu,*> 

V* I: . *^ 5 


«Vr\ . 

►it. t ,- o *'*■“•; • 

\Y JlrMh.. 


I 

i 


lour interest “iu our activities is indeed 
appreciated and 1 want you to io&ow ttet.your 
expressions of support 'of • the IBI me 0. source 
of deep encouragement to a©* ■ _ + 

With best vilsfcm end hind >egerda s \ 

t ■ 

Sincerely y oure 9 
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Sulphur, Louisiana, 
August, 23 » 1938 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, '• ■; ' 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department .of..,Justicd, 
Washington, D. C.\ 

Dear .Sir: 


fitCOw v'l 


UERtw-.w l-i- 


WCOKW®® 


.0 




Senator Allen J . Ellender has forwarded your letter 
to him regarding our visit /to the Bureau on August <12th. I. am. 
writing him in' appreciation of his courtesy to the party, and 
stating that a letter of thanks is being sent to you. ' 

* 

The trip to Washington would have been incomplete had 
we missed this tour of the facilities of the FBI. Please accept 
the- gratitude of the entire party for this pleasure. We particular- 
ly enjoyed the young man who acted as guide and wak so attentive to 
the small boys in his group. \ 

We have been following the activities of the .FBI for 
some time, largely through the r AMERICAN. .MAGA ZINE . and extend to 
you and your organization our best wishes and wholehearted support. 


Ve'ry truly yours, 
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•• .Sir* Fulton Ourcler '•: 
/■Wl tear in Chief ; . A v\- 

■ Liliorfcy ^gessinO • ' : 

•. Cfennln .Building' . .•■;<• 

. iZB t&Qt , 42 nd Street’ 

• flow York, JJfiw York' . . 


.Sear Fulton* ..•••- '•• .. 

: ' •' I. : m- glad .’ibefc' you enjoyed reading iho 

letter S’avid itlasroff of ,.£terqu©tte ■ Prison. Ido 
feel* itewevoty that It not be? adrienble to • 
publish .this letter although:! did .* 2 &aVyou'.to’ so© ' 

•, / it* . : , . .. •■ • 

X QB-vozy- much inter anted ‘.in the plana h •..• 
...?wbiofe you giro. e&Mcjg for future, articles and .'you' ac^r - 
.Trent ensured that- X aball bo- only. too happy tp'’#iocu30 
;-tfcaa with. you &£' 'sons futiar® datov , ; •/'.;• 

V Tilth e^rooaio&D : of.oy highest osteea &nd 
: ' cdairotio.ft, ' • "t ; ■ V • ‘ 

r y : ‘ ; ^acorely yotiriy. . 
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-Liberty ' 

CHANIN BUnSSG*' 
122 EAST 42nd ST. 
NET YORK CITY 




OFFICE OF 
•FULTON OURSLER 
EDITOR IN. CHIEF 


August 31, 1938 *• 


I think 
5 not . , 

; : H. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . ■ • .. .. . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation '. 1 ; 

United States Department of Justice 'V ' Q / 

Washington, D. C. ' - .' r K 

'• ■' * • ‘ ' ' ' ..> / . ‘ 

Dear Edgar v ’--h ' < 

•That letter from Davl^Mazroff of Marquette Prison . 3- 

was simply grand, • - : • • , © ' 

I don’t know what the ethics: are about publishing 
such a letter. I don’t -like to publish anything that might .. ; 

appear to reflect on so fine a magazine as the^^American 1 * VM-V 3 * ' t i 
even by comparison; 'but , if you think it is all right ,T~ 
should love to print it. ... . 

I am getting together some plans for articles; 
and, as soon as they are in shape, I. am going to consult . - . \ 

with you about them, • : • . 

Meanwhile, with. increasing admiration and friend- 


FO:ld 


. Faithfully yours, 


/s/ Fulto*.—-; . A .-/l 

1 Fulto^^pursiti-ii-. ' " . ; . *“■' ■_ o : ri 7Ttinw 

• • FLP.tHAL; eMREAU t»F IHVESfloA HO’M 
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iflederal bureau of Inuratigation l 

i . |y 

United States department of iJnatire 1 T> 

Salt Lake City, Utah , • ; , 

September 27, 1938 ■ 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



For the Bureau's information, I wish to advise that" 
MR. C OURTNEY RILEY SNOOP ER contacted me Saturday, September 24, 
xvhile passing throughl§alt Lake City en route to Los Angeles, 
California. 



Information concerning MR. COOPER'S presence in the 
city first came to my attention when Special Agent CHARLES H. 
OISON learned that he had called at the Police Department. In 
the afternoon he telephoned me, and accompanied by Special Agent 
E. SANDBERG I met him at the Hotel Utah. . He visited this offi ce 
for a little over an hour, after which he returned to his hotel 
where he had some writing to do before btparding a plane for Las 
Yegas, Nevada and Los Angeles. 


During our conversation MR. COOPER mentioned that in 
contacting Police Departments he is gathering information for. 
a book dealing with juvenile law violators. In this connec- 
tion he stated that he had found in traveling over the country 
that very little has been done by local law enforcement agen- 
cies in keeping an accurate record of juvenile offenders. 


In his travels, MR. COOPER also ^hdicj§ite§3 that he 
is gathering information for use in writing a t©ok_on. .white 


slavery. 



Yery truly yours ro 
cf ';3D 







54 ™ Street and Madison Avenue 
New York 







The Weylxn 

54™ Street and Madison Avenue 
New York 
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October 25, 1938 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 North Lakeview Drive 
Sebring, Florida 

Dear Ryley: 

Knowing how busy you have been, I 
feel that you can appreciate how much I've had 
I to take care of since my return rrom the West - 
hence my failure to answer your note before this, 
in which you suggest i prepare an autograph for 
your rriend, David- Howell. 

I am, of course, more than glad, to do 
this for you, and thought he might possibly like 
the autograph inscribed on a photograph. . 1 am 
inclosing it herewith for you to send on to him. 

With all. good wishes, 1 am . . 

; Sincerely, 

... 1 J. Edgar Hoover 

enclosure. ' 
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Hollywood -Ko’osevelt Motel ', : 
7006 Hollywood' boulevard - •’ 
Hollywood, California- 


Tuesday (September 27, 1938) 


Dear Edgar : 


Will .you do me a swell Tavor on an autograph 
' inscribed thus:. ” ' ; • ■ : • - .'.V . ' • •' . • 

’ ' . V ’■ •' •' 

. V . • • TO COORTNHY. RYLEi COOPERS FRIEND • 

'. ■= DAVID HOWELL. • v : 

, J-* E . He- \ • '*■ S • ; 

- Thanks. He’s a kid and a swell tine and worships you. 

' ■ ■>. , Am about, mad with work plus studios pretending they can’t 

live without me which just, gangs up the picture.. Have talked to Leia 
..twice hut haven’t had time to- see her and have only seen Frances pnee'. 
Spent the afternoon with Harold Hurley and have the revised; script '• 
blit haven't had time to read it. . My the way, he says to iet' him 
. know if you are •coming i'n before Friday as he had planned, to. leave 
town on that date but will change his plans if . you say . I shall .be • 
here until .Sunday night, going to S.F. to interview Johnston on the 
^.G.yts^OK, but-.not.yisit- .the=.prisoni 

1 ’.A a -.V/- • a;,v ' •' '■ •• 

Best to you -J: •- . •*, ; ; 

•••/A I —.V.'. ' ... .Samezever- 


KYLEY 
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Hr. Phil Fortsan 
Future Hagaaine ' 

134 tkarth LaSalle Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Dear Hr. Fortmam- 

Hr. Courtney Ryley Cooper has referred to me your 
letter addressed to him dated October 11th, in tvhicfa. you 
request a photograph of "Oscar", the wax dummy used in the 
training of Special Agents of this Bureau and also certain 
historical data pertaining to the Bureau. 

I canted to advise you that Hr. Cooper i& not connected 
with this Bureau except in the capacity of a lecturer before 
the FBI National Police Academy. 

I as enclosing herewith tuo photographs of "Oscar 0 
t?hich are suitable for reproduction, and a booklet uhich 
contains, beginning on Page 1, considerable information of 
a historieal nature relative to this Bureau. Should you 
desire any additional inf ©raation in this regard, I shall , 
be pleased to have you advise me. ■ 

. ■ Sincerely yours, * 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


FBI booklet 
10-rand 10-8 
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Or. Thosas E. ffluivsy • ; ' - 
Information Service Agent 
„ : , Historical Marionettes . 

11 Franklin Street 
'••••'. . Buffalo, Hetr fork 


Dear £3r,. Culvcy:- 

Mr. .Courtney Byley Cooper has forrardod to this Bureau 
your letter to hia of October 11th concerning your dooiro to v : 

have Hr. Hoover, Director of this Bureau, participate in a 
series of broadcasts over the Buffalo Evening Hews Station, ^ 

OEBR. Mr. Cooper is not connected with the Federal Bureau of . j;v 
Investigation .escopt in the capacity, of a lecturer before, the ' % 
FBI National Police Academy* / •• . • r 

Unfortunately, 'Sr. Hoover is absent frota the city at : V 

the present times however, I shall be pleased to <axll your • 1 

letter to hip attention immediately. upon his return. Kr.;*r 

Very truly yours, ' . ' ~3~ ^ 

.0" o- 


Heien R. Candy' , 
Secretary **i 



Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A- Tamm ... 

Mr. 

Mt*. Co~?y' 

Cra;'l._. 

'Ir. Daw^ey 
ir. Egan 

Irr Foxworth 

Ir. Glavin 

Ir. Harbo . 

Ir. Lester ... ... 

tr.' Mein tire,.. 

tr. Nichols 

t. Quinn bPatiam.... 

t» Tracy 1 v » ....... 

is S G aiidy 
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October 18. 


Dear Edg 613 ^ 


\ f T Ir. Nathan 

} E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg 

•T .. Coffey 

I Mr. Crow! 

i Mr. Dnwnoy 

\ Mr. E jan 

Mr. Fox: worth . .. 

Mr. Glavin 

{ TVIr. Harbo 

j Mr. t-r 

Jar, I t ca 

ivir. tCh*iioi3 

i Ir. Quvqd> Tamm 
Mr. Tracy . /. _ 

Miss Gently 


These letters awaited me in New York. I have advised their g 

writers that I have forwarded them to you. 

It seems that^Ken" Magazine printed something to the effect that 
I had been "appointed to a Press Relations assignme^" at the Bureau. 
Evidently the writers of these letters interpreted pt as meaning a 
publicity department. / 


on a program which presupposes that Johnny amijtif Ig going to be a 
good citizen after 4 trips to juvenile court and a post graduate 
course in reform school. 

Samezever, 


Ryley. 
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 


FEDERAL THEATRE PROJECT OF NEW YORK STATE 

HISTORICAL MARIONETTES 
II FRANKLIN ST. 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 


HALLIE FLANAGAN, NATIONAL DIRECTOR 


HOOBNS PETRI, ACTING STATE DIRECTOR 


October 11, 1938 


Mr. Courtney Riley Cooper 
Department of Information 


Federal Bureau of Investigation WA- ‘YJ* , c » \M0\ ( J x 

Washington, D. C. HERE 

OMt- 


Dear Mr. Cooper: 

On Tuesday evening, November 1st, this unit of the Federal 

Theater W.P.A. The/BuffalolHistorical Marionettes 

is starting a series orf 12 broadcasts over theM B uffalo 
Evening News StationjfrW.E.B.R. We are planning this pro- • 
gram under the auspices of the Buffalo Evening News, and 
the series will deal with juvenile delinquency. 

At the conclusion of each broadcast we are planning to have 
nationally prominent persons, who have had extensive ex- 
perience in dealing with the problems in this field, to 
either be in the studio in person and to talk on the broadcasts, 
or else to supply us with a transcription of a three minute’s 
talk, or a series of questions and answers, which we can 
"ghost on the air" in the form of an interview. 


O' 

0 


y n Some of those we expect to be heard on the program, are ' 
,\h ; ' Former Police Commissioner Mulrooney of New York City, 
q* our local American legion committee officers, the heads 
6yr county probation departments. Warden Hunt of Attica 


of 


/ y. state Prison, Warden Lawes, and others. Judge Victor 
, . 1 -* ■ Wylegala of the Children’s Court of Erie Count; 



legala 

nsented to be 
the part of the 


County has not only 
interviewed on the program, but will play 
judge. 





Here is a synopsis of the entire program. The initial broad- 
cast starts with Johnny Smith, who is on probation and who 
is a member of a gang of boys. Johnny is caught stealing 
copper from a scrap pile in a factory yard. He intended to 
sell the copper to get money to go to the movies. He has 
been up before the judge several times, and after this 
violation, he is sent to reform school. From there on the 
story relates his experiences, temptations, and efforts to 
go straight after he comes out of reform school, how he 
finally gets a good job and eventually becomes a good citizen. 

I would consider it a great favor indeed if you would ask Mr. 


- Yff 



r 



Mr. C 




..R. Cooper 


- 2 - 


October 11, 1938 


Edgar Hoover if he would consent to either make a transcription 
of about three minutes stressing the dangers to our youngsters, 
who are consciously or unconsciously headed for a criminal 
career. The talk should be pointed to the fathers and mothers, 
and should tend to increase their respect for established 
institutions set up to deal with this problem of juvenile 
delinquency. The transcription could be made at one of your 
local radio stations, and a record sent on to station W.E.B.R. 
at Buffalo, who would pay the cost of the transcription, or 
if you would rather, you could write a series of questions 
and answers in a form of a radio interview for Mr. Hoover 
and send that on to me and we will "ghost" it. 

This Buffalo unit of the Federal Theater has become nationally 
knov/n for its work in visual education. We have specialized 
in the use of marionette plays in teaching history, literature, 
music, and other subjects in the schools of Buffalo and 
vicinity. I am enclosing some material that will give you 
an idea of our background. I would appreciate hearing from 
you as soon as possible as to whether Mr. Hoover would be 
willing to be on this program. 

As a newspaper man you undoubtedly know that the Buffalo 
Evening News, who own^ the stations W.E.B.R. and W.B.E.N. 
is the largest daily in New York outside of New York City. 

And as a newspaper man I enjoyed your article dealing with 
your early experiences on the Kansas City Star. Also your 
stories on fishing. Incidentally, while it has no place in 
this letter, I might mention that last week I got a 32 
pound "Muskie" in the Niagara River, and believe me I had 
some sport for a while. The Niagara River is ideal for 
small-mouth bass, muskelunge and walleyes. You should try 
it some time. 


Sincerely, 

Esther B.f Wilhelm 

Managing 'Supervisor of Marionettes 

State of New York 

By ; 

Thomas EjNMulvey / 

Information Service Agent ' 
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October II, 1938 


Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
Publicity Department 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


CIRCULATION 
OFFICES 
MAYFAIR HOTEL 
ST. LOUIS, m 


/ v .e 


Dear Mr* Cooper: 


We have scheduled for the November issue ofiFUTURE 
Magazine a story and pictures on the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation,, A part of this material has been secured 
from your office for us by Junior Chamber of Commerce 
officials in Washington* We, however, are still in need of 
a picture of "Oscar," the wax dumrny^ showing G-Men working 
over him. 

\?e also need a brief-as-pos sible , punch-packed history 
of the FBI, dating from its founding in 1908 to the present 
time. 

Trusting you can rush this picture and information to 
us by special delivery, air mail, I remain. 


PUBLISHING 

AND 

ADVERTISING 
OFFICES 
134 N. La Salle St. 
CHICAGO 


mi INFORM'® 


ONCONTMN® 


Sincerely, 


PhilrFortraan 
Future Magazine 
134 N. LaSalle St, 
Chicago 


P*S # - Please confirm the fact that you are sending this 
material by immediate wire collect. 
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F?PERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


• To ' COMMUNICATIONS SECTION . • . 

' . Transmit the f ollowing /message' to : • 


5J;OC®DB3T? 


November 12, 1938 


COURTNEY RILEY COOPER 
SEEPING, FLORIDA 


CC-150 


C 

. ^ 


/:> 


y 


WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR WIRE AM GLAD TO ADVISE ROY AND VIRGIE 
WEATHERS WERE SENTENCED ON DECEMBER TENTH NINETEEN THIRTY SEVEN 
IN FEDERAL COURT ROME GEORGIA TO SERVE LIFE TERMS IN FEDERAL 
PENAL INSTITUTION TO BE DESIGNATED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

BOTH ROY AND VIRGIE CLAIMED THAT VICTIM JAMES C. REVELS HAD 
COMMUNICATED GONORRHEA TO VIRGIE WEATHERS. THIS CONTENTION 
HOWEVER WAS HOT SUBSTANTIATED AS IT WAS SHOWN THAT VIRGIE 
WEATHERS HAD BEEN TREATED FOR GONORRHEA PRIOR TO THE TIME OF 
HER RELATIONS WITH REVELS. REGARDS TO GEN AND YOU. SINCERELY 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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SEBRING FLORIDA 
» 

WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR WIRE AM GLAD TO ADVISE ROY AND VIRGIE 
LEATHERS WERE. SENTENCED ON DECEMBER TENTH NINETEEN THIRTY 
SVEN IN FEDERAL COURT ROME GEORGIA TO.SERVE LIFE TERMS IN 
KDERAL PENAL INSTITUTION TO BE DESIGNATED BY THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL. BOTH ROY AND VIRGIE CLAIMED THAT CXXXX VICTIM JAMES 
C REVLXXXX REVELS HAD COMMUNICATED GONORRHEA TO VIRGIE 
LEATHERS. THIS CONTENTION HOWVXXXXX HOWEVER WAS NOT 
SUBSTANTIATED AS IT WAS SHOWN THAT VIRGIE WEATHERS HAD BEEN 
TREATED FOR GONORRHEA PRIOR TO THE TIME OF HER RELATIOSXXXX 
RELATIONS WITH REVELS. REGARDS TO GEN AND YOU SINCERELY 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAIXXXX 
INVESTIGATION 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
pftjf it 'j2u B Y (<**£- ■ 
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sSRIWW- .BUREAU 0MHVE5TI6ATIDB. 
0.S.ABWBIOI J1F JUSTICE 
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Mr. Tolson.-fc^rtT^.-. 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

‘Mr. Crowl _____ 

Mr. Dawsey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Fosrworth 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Hnrho 

Mr. Legtor 
Mr./M*Intj 

MrAAl^ol 

Mr. Quinn Tamm.... - j 
Mr. Tracy.. 

MIsg Gandy 





WH8 47 DL.XC 

SEBRING FLO NOV 12 1001A 
J EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR :r ‘ -/''>• 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 
DEAR EDGAR; CAN YOU PLEASE WIRE ME DISPOSITION AND 
SENTENCE IN CASE AGAINST ROY AND VIRGIE^ATHERS . FOR 
MBH MURDER OF JAMES^IEVEL ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION 
AUGUST 15, 1937. ALSO THE TYPE OF VENEREAL DISEASE 


ft 


FROM WHICH REVEL WAS SUFFERING AND WHICH LED TO HIS 
KILLING. BEST WISHES 
COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
NOV 23 1938 
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r November 9/ 1938 

■H'fiO " Y Q 


Mr. Courtney Ityley Cooper 
433 North Lakeview Drive 
Sebrixig, Florida : 


orf' 

J 
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Mr. Tolson.. 

Mr. Nathan.;:....^! 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clegg 


Dear By ley i 

I regret that being out of town for the past 
ten days in connection with the kidnaping cases in . 
Hew York has prevented me from getting the material 
together which you. desire on Dutch Akers. 

The attached memorandum however, goes into 
the activities in which you are interested and I am 
sending several pho.tostatlc cppies of newspaper 
clippings reporting certain phases of the trial 
which I thought might be of assistance to you. . 

I enjoyed very much reading. of the birthday 
presents which Gen and you bought yourselves and . 
undoubtedly the name, "Four Barx Brothers," i3 quite 
appropriate. 

With beat wishes and kind regards, 

. . -Sincerely,' 


Mr. Dawsey 
Mr. Egan 


I Mr.'Fo* worth 
I Mr. Clovin*.:.... 


i Mr. Lester . . ; 
Mr.McIptire. 


'Enclosures : ' "■ ; 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY' 

Memo re Herbert Dutch Akers 
Criminal Record- - Adam Richetti 
.Newsyapeyl.^li^pi^^s^:;- 


29 / 38 ' 


% 


f Senti/al jwwm., • t ; * 

HiaTOpiangB, s itrR<. »/- 

p P: - W21, 22, 23, 30/38 
\Ho/ Springs. .New Era ;"'^- 

TN 10/26, .2973& l . 
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Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Quinn Tamm . . ^ 
Mr. Tracy.. . - -(bl 
Miss Gandy 
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. ' The records of the. Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

' . - indicats that /Idas Siehetti,' alias Adan ftecheiti, -Adda Sechettl 

.• ’and, M&a' Richard, ; Pas arrested by the Police.. Bepartotat, Haesond,-: 

;• . -' Indiana on August 7, 1923 -for .holdup, was. sentenced to fron 1 to • 

' -10 years oa a charge of robbery, end received at. the State : - 

.:.7 l&faroatory, Pendleton, .'.Indiana, .on September 22, 1928, to 'serve 
'T;., •- . this bentence. On October. 2, 1930, h& wad’ paroled and {given .his.- 
final discharge on September 24, 1931 • .'/ 

• ' ’ . , ; Ko disposition is, $ivbn for-oa •orreat by the Sheriff's 

Office at Sulphur,. Oklahoma on. Kerch 9, 1932, for bank robbery,- 
• However, on April 5, 1932, he ms received at the State 

- . 'Penitentiary, -ScAlester, Oklahoma tu be hold for safe .keeping, and - . 

on August -25, 1932, was released on Court $rder, after caving sad©' 
bond in Johnston County. A notation not supported by fingerprints 
indicates' that in. 1932, Eichetti juspe-d a $15,000- bone- is 
Tlshaingo, Oklahoma,; after an ar'rest for robbery, and another • 

•' notation indicatep that , to- jumped a 015,000 bond, for robbery, 
in VJeeoka, Oklahoma;,. in 1932, '.••/.■ 

On L'JoVcpber 3,, 1934, . Bichotti cas fingerprinted- by . 

-•' the Cnited States Uarahhl Cleveland, Ohio, the- charge'. and 
• disposition of this arrest hot knoran So;*. ever, notations uaoup- * . 

' . ported by fingerprints indicate that, he iva3 arrested at tell sville,. 
Ohio, in 1934, for concealed ’weapons '• and. attest to killj was 
fined $75*00 on the first charge and held on tho second charge : 

; - for the grand jury, . '-•■■•. : \. • 

The- Sheriff's Of flea at Kansas City, Missouri, arrested 
-- •' . Mass Bichetti on Uovcaber 4, 1934, The charge is not given on 

his criminal .record, but he uao held for safe keeping, and on 
Sovcabor 6, 1934, he was arrested by the Police Bepartecnt, Columbia, 

• ■ ' • Giceohri, for murder. 



: Mr. Clegg . 

1 Mr. Coffey — 

Mr. Crowl.. 

[tAr.-Dawfley 

i Mr- Egan — -- 

[ill 1 , Foxtvorth - 

I Mr. 0\»vin 
VUfs lUvbo 
Mr. tmstor ......... 

Mr* MuU»tfcr« 

Mr# ftfUihrttf 
Mr. Tfimutt. 
Mr; Tracy 
Mlflr Ga»dy. 




On September 2, 1938, Klchetti was received at the 
State Penitentiary,; Jefferson' City, Missouri, after having been 
sentenced to death for first degree . signer,. ; am oa October 7, 1938 
ms executed by gas in a lethal; 

j£? 








. November 7, 1938 


a s fl.O R A iM> u a ■ * 
HERBERT “BUTCH" ARERS 
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Re: Herbert "Dutch’* Akers, former. 

Chief of Detectives of the 
.. >v Hot Springs Police Department, 
Hot. Springs, Arkansas . 


On Saturday afternoon, October 29, 1938,' Herbert "Dutch" 


, Ameers, ' Toiler Chief of Dste'ctives of the Hot Springs, Arkahnas Police ■' • ‘ 

Departaent, stood before .the Bar of justice in the United States , > : ; . 

. District Court, at Little Ftock, ./u'fchnsii e". pith bobed head toad heard the 
Judge of that Court sent once..' bin to serve two years in- a. Federal •' ;... : : 

; Penitentiary : 'tot . h£4 '■ port in ^ conspiracy to hui ; bdr Alvin Ksi'pS k j- notorious 
kidnaper and -blink ^ robber 'd-iring,. this years'' Jt935 and 1936* • • 

:• , HtJrhort ■. Akers* ^ .orty-f eur years of Age, nab born in .Hot Springs, • 

[Arkansas on April 26^ 1S94* He : is six feist, four inches and is? exceptionally 
slender. He is cpiasonly ioKfiva ns "Dutch" Akers to the residents of' ... " 

■ .Hot Springs., Arkansas', and for many ;year. 3 his tall, stooped: figure and 
.peculiar gait aeo i familiair eight on the streets of the Spa. ; *. ■ 

v Akers doWlppod a reputation over a period' of years in the 
Hot Springs Police Department as a "supeivsleuth" among the. pbpulace 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas,, due to his uncanny memory of faces and automobile 


.icense numbers'. These .particular trait? and his peculiar manner of 
, *alking earned for him the sobriquet of "Creeping. Jesus" among the colored 


. [Mr. Toison . ..icsnse auQDBru. xaese.paj 

V Mr. Nathan • * . , ' 

|Mr. e. > Tamm: diking earned for him the 

, Mr.' Clegg-. : v* : . L.:_ i , * ’ *. . . - 

Mr. Coffey xipuldtioo of Hot Springs. 

Mr. Growl ‘ • ' - • a : 

'Mr. Da«vaey . ' In Ifey, 1937, Ag< 

r fifr. ■-' / ’• *.'■ • V"*.*V • • 

' I Mr. - Fo'a worth >egan ah investigation in 1 

Mr. GJayih'...,.... * . • * • -* ‘ . ' ' 

• M*. Harbo ......... ^sponsible, for the harbori 

• Mr. Lester''. 1 • . . , . . 

;Mr. Mclntire. I-,.. ' ‘ ‘ 

. j Mr. Nichols v 0 ' 


In Ifey, 1937, Agents of the. federal Bureau of investigation 
began an investigation in Hot Springs, Arkansas to determine who had been 1 • 
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‘ • MEMORANDUM, /, 

* Ret Herbert "Dutch® Akers, former 

,, Chief of Detectives of the 

Hot Springs police Department* . 

Hot Springs, /Arkansas 

On Saturday afternoon, October 29* 1938, Herbert "Dutch" 

Akers, former Chief of Detectives of the Hot Springs, Arkansas Police .. • 

Department > stood before. the Bar of Justice in the United States 
District Court at tittle Rock, Arkansas Pith bowed head and heard the 
Judge of that Court sentence him to serve two years in a Federal 
Penitentiary for his part in a conspiracy to harbor Alvin Karpis, notorious 
kidnapler and bank robber during the years 1935 and 1936. . 

Herbert Akers, forty-two years of age, was born in Hot Springs, 
Arkansas on April26 f 1894*/ He is six feet, four inches and is exceptionally 
slender. He is, coamionly known as "Dutch* Akers to the residents of 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, and for many years his tall, stooped figure and 
peculiar gait was a familiar sight on the streets of the Spa, 

Akers developed a reputation oyer a period of years in the 
Hot Springs Police Department as a "super-sleuth" among the populace 
of Hot Springs, Arkansas, due to his uncanny memory of faces and automobile 
license numbers* These particular traits and his peculiar manner of 
walking earned for him the sobriquet of "Creeping Jesus" among the colored 


population of. Hot Springs. . . 

In Hay, 1937, Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
began an investigation in Hot Springs, Arkansas to determine who had been 


responsible for the harboring of Alvin Karpis during his eta; 
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early 
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• ' a year in that resort city. Immediately after the investigation was ^ 
Started, it was learned that Sarpis had actually lived in at least five . 
different places in and around the city of Hot Springs, Arkansas during 
.1935 and 1936. It was also learned that besides frequenting the house 
of prostitution of Grace Goldstein daily, he had gone about the City 
with this notorious prostitute, apparently unmolested by the city 
; Police. . ■. ' 

Jewell La Verne Grayson, alias Grace Goldstein, operated a 
house of prostitution in the Broadway Hotel in Hot Springs, Arkansas 
for a number of years* In August, 1934, she moved to 1338 South Central 
Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas where She operated her house of prostitution 
until about Hay 15, 1935. Information was received that ?Dutch° Akers 
and other police officers frequently visited Grace Goldstein and. the 
other prostitutes in her brothel at , 1338 South Central Avenue during the 
time she and the other women were engaged in prostitution at that address. .. 

On about Hay 15, 1935, the Sheriff of Cfarland County, Arkansas 
padlocked Grace Goldstein’s house of prostitution at 1338 South Central 
Avenue for violation of the liquor laws, whereupon Grace Goldstein and 
the girls with her temporarily moved across the street for several 
days, and then opened a new house of prostitution in a nice, quiet 
residential section, 123 Palm Street, Hot Springs. 

On about June 5, 1935, Alvin Sarpis and Fred Hunter, notorious 
bank robbers, kidnapers and murderers, rented a cottage at Carpenter’s Dam 
on Lake Catherine, Hot Springs, Arkansas, and on the following day visited 
for the first -time Grace Goldstein’s house of prostitution at 123 Palm 
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Street* in that city. • V 

Dur of the investigation in that neighborhood 

it was learned that several' of the neighbors stated that they had seen 
Karpis and Hunter in and out of Grace Goldstein* s house of prostitution* 

At that time they were driving a black Ford Coupe with Kentucky licehne 
plates, and left it parked in front of this house day and night* It 
was learned that Herbert ’‘Dutch* 1 Akers, then Chief of Detectives in 
Hot Springs, together with Cecil Brock, then Identification Officer of 
the Hot Springs Police Department, made numerous trips each day up 
and down Palm Street in an effort to locate stolen cars. This particular 
location on Palm Street was a very short distance from the United States . 
Government Clinic where thousands of visitors come each year to receive 
free treatment for syphilis, and It was for this reason that Herbert Akers 
and Cecil Brock frequented this neighborhood daily as numerous stolen ' 
cars were located near this Clinic from time to time by Akers, Brock 
and Other Hot Springs Police Officers* For that reason the investigating 
Agents were unable to understand why "Dutch" Akers, with his uncanny 
memory for auto license numbers, and Cecil Brock, Identification Officer 
of the Hot Springs J Police Department:, failed to notice the automobile 
of Alvin Karpis, bearing Kentucky license plates, which was parked in 
front of or in the driveway of Grace- Goldstein* s house of prostitution . 
every day arid many nights, at 123 Palm Street, then the purpose of their 
trips, according to their own statements, was to note the out of town 
license .plates on cars parked up and down Palm Street* . •. v 

It was determined from the neighbors that Herbert "Dutch” 



Akers and Joe Wakelin,; then Chief of the Hot Springs Police Department, 
had been seen to stop in front of .123 Palin Street oh at least one 
occasion and call Alvin Karpis and Fred Hunter to their car} that 
after, a few minutes conversation they drove off, Harpis and Hunter ran 
into the house, then ran to their, car. and hurriedly backed out of the 
driveway. This instance marked the last time Karpis and Hunter were 
seen at this .particular address, and Grace Goldstein moved her house of 
prostitution from 123 Palm Street to the Ha tterie. Hotel on the main . / 
street of Hot Springs, Arkansas,*';. . •%' ;.■■ ■' t . 

During. the trial witnesses .brought out the fact that Herbert 
B Dutch* Akers had advised Grace Goldstein to move her house of prostitution 
from 123 Palm Street to the Hatterie Hotel, in view of complaints of 
the. neighbors, and probably because Akers was afraid that Karpis might be 
located through these complaints by neighbors*: . ' . 

Mrs. S, j* Armenia of 123 Palm Street, next door to Grace 
Goldstein’s house, testified during the trial of Akers that on each 
Monday evening at. *dusk dark* Akers would call by 123 Palm Street in 
his car, blow his horn and Grace Goldstein would pick up her pocketbook, 
run out to Akers* car, get in and drive off with him* They would be gone 
probably about 30 minutes and on at least two occasions after she had 
returned she was overheard to say to the prostitutes in her house, that 
they would have to get busy as she had just "paid off the law 025*00 
for the week, 1 *. 

Roy Armenia | Frank Earl Spencer, Mrs, Will Lowe and Oscar. - 
Pope Muse, all of whom had lived or visited at 125 Palm Street, next 



door to Grace Goldstein's house of prostitution, at the trial of , - > 

"Dutch" Akers, identified photographs of Grace Goldstein, Alvin Karpis, 

Fred Hunter and Connie Morris, prostitute consort of Fred Hunter, as 
being identical with persons frequenting Grace Goldstein's house of : 
prostitution at 123 Palm Street in the Spring and Summer of 1935* All 
of the above named witnesses testified that they had seen ''Dutch® 

Akers, then Chief of Detectives, Hot Springs Police Department, Joseph 
Wakelin, then Chief of Police, Cecil Brock, then Identification Officer V, 
and other members of the Hot Springe Police Department visit Grace 
Goldstein's house of prostitution at 123 Palo Street during the time 
Alvin Karpis end Fred Hunter frequented there* , 

During the course of the trial the defense attorney attempted 
to bring out the fact that this payment of $25*00 each week was mede ' . 
to "Dutch" Akers as a payment on diamond rings sold by him to the , ; 
prostitutes in Grace Goldstein's house, rather than as protection money 
as indicated by the Government. At "this juncture it should be noted that 
during the course of the investigation at Hot Springs, by Special Agents 
of the Bureau, it was learned on numerous occasions that "Dutch" Akers had 
sold diamonds and swapped diamonds with various people in Hot Springs, 
and especially prostitutes, but it was never learned where he obtained these 
diamonds, or the amount of money he made out, of this particular sideline 

each year*. ' . ' ' ' . : : '• 

During the time Karpis and Hunter were calling on the prostitutes, 
Grace Goldstein and Connie Morris, in June, 1935* they were still residing 
in a rented cottage at Carpenter's Dam where they fished and lived the 
lives of rich idlers, pretending to the people from whom they rented • 
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that they. were rich' gamblers from the North, 

Karpis and Hunter rode .back and forth from their lakeside cottage 
daily to Grace Goldstein’s house on Paim Street unmolested by . "Dutch" Akers, 

the “super-sleuth,’’ or other members of the Hot Springs Police Department, 

♦ t * ‘ . ’ . ■ . . ( ■* ' . . * 1 ■ ■ } . * : \ ■ \ v 

The investigation revealed that while Grace Goldstein and her 
prostitutes were residing ot her 123 Palm Street brothel, ’’Dutch’ 1 . Akers 
frequently had illicit relations with one Of her prostitutes, while another 
Hot Springs police, officer is. regarded as having had free dates with 
another of Grace’s prostitutes who was Fred Hunter’s paramour* " -V, . 

Upon the advice of "Dutch," Grace Goldstein did, on June 28, 1935, 
move her house of prostitution from 123 Palm Street to the Hatterie Hotel 
at 233^ Central Avenue * next door to the Arlington Hotel and on the main 
street in Hot Springs, ■ •’ • . '• V • 

• Sometime in July, 1935, 'Alvin Karpis and Fred Hunter gave up •<- 
their residence at Carpenter’s Dam and presumably took a trip to Canada, ./ 
and on this trip Hunter* under the name of. E. F. Parker, purchased for 
Karpis at a garage in Youngstown, Ohio, a new 1935 Hudson bearing Ohio 
license Number H 372 M, They returned to Hot Springs, Arkansas, where they 
took tip their residence for a short while at Milan's Landing on Lake 
Hamilton. Later, on August 21, 1935# they rented a .cottage "from Mrs. Elsie 
Dyer at Dyer’s Landing, Lake Hamilton*. ' 

. During their stay at Elilsm’s Landing and also at Dyer’s Landing 
they continued to frequent Grace Goldstein’s house of prostitution, •. 

parking their hew Hudson daily in front of the Hatterie Hotel and riding . 
around with the Goldstein woman and Connie Morris, swimming and dining . 






at various public places unmolested by "Dutch" Akers, \ . 

They had several cooks and maids during the course of their stay 
at Dyer’aLanding and Carpenter* s Dam, At the trial of Herbert . "Dutch* 
Akers these various cooks and maids testified that they had cooked and . 
i ■ cleaned house for Alvin Karpis and Fred Hunter during the cotarae of their 

stay in the above named places, and on various occasions Grace Goldstein - 
and Connie Morris had visited Alvin Karpis and Fred Hunter at their ; lake». 
side cottages, and that they would have dinner there and then proceed to 
- town together. It wp3. clearly shown that Grace Goldstein and Connie 

Morris had no fear of being apprehended by Herbert "Dutch" Akers dr other 
law enforcement officers while in the company of Alvin Karpis and Fred 
Hunter, •" ' •••' • 

During September, 1935, Harry Campbell, kidnaper and member Of 
. the Barker^tarpis gang, purchased a Hudson Coupe similar to Karpis* 'car 
from the same garage in Youngstown, Ohio, bearing Ohio license Humber 
■ H 54 M> He drove this car to Hot Springs, Arkansas, and moved in V •. 

. > , with Karpis and Hunter at Dyer* s Landing, Sam Coker, another member of 
the gang, also took up his residence there at Dyer^s landing with Karpis j 
Hunter and Campbell* 

It Is obvious that four gangsters, in two new Hudson Coupes 
bearing Ohio license plates, riding around with the most notorious ' 
prostitutes in a small town like Hot Springs day in and day out, would 
- have been bound to attract the attention of "Dutch" Akers and other 
, members of the Police Force immediately, much more so over; a period of • 
months* This fact alone made plain the tie between "Dutch* AkerSj, the 



r ’• ' ; - a-, : ' ' ■ /• ,' v ; 

prostitutes, and the gangsters. , 

Robert Rowe, an ice man, who delivered ice to Dyer’s Landing 
during the time Karpis and his gang resided there,, testified that he 
was suspicious of Karpis and his gang} that he thought they were gangr ' 
eters; that on one occasion, three weeks prior to Karpis' departure / 
from Dyer's Landing, he noticed a Hot Springs Police Department car in 
front of Mrs, Dyer's cottage on the; lake; that he asked Hrs, Dyer what 
the Hot Springs "law* was doing there and she advised him -that they were 
down to see "the boys,” meaning' Karpis and his gang. He then testified 
that a few moments later he noticed "Dutch'' Akers and another Hot. Springs 
police officer geh into the car. 

On at least one occasion While Grace Goldstein and Alvin Karpis 
were riding down the main street of Hot Springe, "Dutch' Akers came . up . to 
the car and talked to Grace Goldstein, according to information developed 
during the course' of the investigation there. Grace Goldstein later told . 
one of the prostitutes in her house that Karpis was close enough on that 
occasion to touch Akers. 

It was brought out dining the course of the trial that when 
Alvin Karpis arrived in. the city of Hot Springs, he had a letter of 
introduction from someone to. "Dutch" Akers, and that upon his showing 
this letter to Grace' Goldstein she stated that it would be unnecessary 
for him to personally contact "Dutch" Akers, showing conclusively that 
she, herself, would make the necessary contact with Akers for the pro- 
tection of Alvin Karpis and his friends during their sojourn in Hot Springs. 
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The investigatiqnrevealed that during the. summer and fall' months ’ 
of 1935 Harry Campbell, Milton Lett, Sam Coker,and other members of the 
Barker-Harpis mob who visited Karpis ana Hunter at their various residences 
in Hot Springs, had numerous parties in the Hatterie Hotel with Grace 
, Goldstein and her other prostitutes, end that at no time during their . 
visits in and out of Hot Springs or during these parties were they ever 
molested by Herbert “Dutch** Akers, or other members. of- the Hot Springs 
Police Department. 1 • • • . • 

On October 2,. 1935, an incident o.ccurrecl which reflects the 
scheming mind of "Dutch’ 1 Akers and the plans he. laid for his defense in 
the event he became involved in a harboring charge with the Federal 
; ; Government. On this date Herbert Akers called by the Police Station 
about 9:00 A.M. and asked Cecil Brock, Identification Officer of the 
Hot Springs Police Department, to ride out to Dyerf 8 Landing with him to 
check the license number on: a car.' He and Brock proceeded immediately to 
Dyer’ s Landing and stopped for a moment in front of Mrs. Dyer’s cottage, . .. 

whereupon Akers pointed out a particular car which was the Hudson Coupe 
belonging to Alvin Karpis , bearing Ohio license Number H 372 M, and 

asked Brock to write down the license number of this car i. Although Grace 

. • • : \ : ; ’ - ■ • 

Goldstein’s car and another Hudson automobile belonging to Harry Campbell 
were parked there at the same time, Akers only desired that Brock write : 
down the license number of one particular car. Upon arriving at the , " • 

Police Station Akers asked Brock to hold that license number, then two 
■ days later requested him to send: a telegram 'to the Columbus., Ohio, Police , 
Department, ini an effort to ascertain the owner of Ohio license plate. 

Humber H 372 M that they had noted on the Hudson car at Dyer’s Landing •- 1 


i 



Later that day the Columbus, Ohio, Police Depart in eat wired that this 
particular car belonged to a man by the name of E* F. Parker of 323 North 
Phelps Street,’ Youngstown, Ohio. Cecil Brock on October 5, 1935,wired ■ 
the Youngstown, Ohio, Police Department in an effort to identify E. F. 
Parker. The Youngstown, Ohio, Polled Department investigated and found 
that Parker was unknown at this address, and so advised the Hot Springs 
Police Department. These telegrams were given to Akers by Brock, there- 
upon on October ff» 1935, Akers advised the Little Rock Field Division of 
the FBI that a man by the name of Parker was visiting at Eyer's Landing . 
and he suspected him of being identical with Alvin Harpis. Akers gave . 
no reason at all why he suspected Parker of being identical with Karpis. 
Immediately two Agents of the Little Rock Field Division proceeded to 
Hot Springs, Arkansas and conducted an investigation at Dyer T s Landing. 
After watching the house for several hours and seeing no activity there, 
they proceeded to Mrs. Dyer’s cottage. and talked tp Morris Loftis, the 
caretaker,, and from him learned that the occupants of the cottage they 
were watching had left the cottage apparently for California on October 
2, the day that Akers and Brock' had ridden out to take the" license, number 
of .the car. V ... , •" '• •. : _■ ■ ■ . •; /'■, ‘ \v 

During the course of the trial of Herbert Akers on the con^, ’! 
spiracy charge it was clearly shown by the Government that this move 
on the part of Akers was merely a ruse to put himself on record as 
being cooperative with the FBI, and it was his intention to use the 
telegrams as a part of his defense. To substantiate this reasoning 
Akers turned over, the original telegrams from the Columbus, Ohio, and 
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Toungstotm, Ohio, Police Departments to an Agent of the Bureau immediately 
after they had conducted their investigation at Dyer's Landing in. October, 
1935, and had learned that Karpis had left torn.! ■ . / • ‘ '• ... 

Tile investigation reflected that Alvin Karpis, Harry Campbell, 

Fred Hunter and Sam Coker did leave Dyer’s Cottage on October 2 , 1935, 
and moved all of their belongings to Grace Goldstein’s house of prosti- 
tution at the. Ha tterie. Hotel in Hot Springs where .they stayed until the ... 
hour of daylight on October 4, 1935- The prostitutes living at Grace 
Goldstein* 3, house of prostitutionj namely, "Ginger" Morgan and Greta. 
Gilstr&p, testified that Kerpis, Hunter, Coker and Campbell, together with 
the prostitutes at Grace Goldstein’s house, had a big party on the day and 
night of October 4, and Karpis was warned by Campbell not to drink too much 
as they had a long drive,. They -did not advise the prostitutes where thsy. 
were going at that time, but all left together in their two Hudson cars 
at daylight on the morning of October 4, 1935V ' •••♦• 

On October 13, 1935, the Associated Press carried a story to the 
effect that 'Alvin Karpis and some members of his gar lg had been residing in 
a cottage on Lake Hamilton, end in a release issued on the following day 
by Chief of Police Joe Wakelln of Hot Springs, Arkansas, the papers : 
printed an article to the effect that those persons thought to have been 
members of the Alvin Karpi3 gang rere in reality some visitors from the" 
East who had been visiting Hot Springs since 193? V. This particular • 
instance clearly reflects that, Herbert "Dutch" Akors and - Joe Wakelin were > 
in a conspiracy to harbor Alvin Karpis, and after, putting themselves on . 
record they denied the fact that Karpis had been in the city of Hot Springs. 



On October 24, 1935* ^ile Karpis ms still out of the city, 
Grace Goldstein rented a cottage at 602 South Third Street In Hot Springs 
under the name’ of Ruth Patterson, as a new hideout for Alvin Karpis upon 
hia return to that city. •Hie following day Fred Hunter returned to. Hot . 
Springs and registered. under the name of Harold King at the Marquette 
Hotel. After staying in Hot. Springs, a day or two,. Hunter returned to 
Ohio and there met Alvin Karpis, Hairy .Campbell, John Brock and Benson 
Groves, and together on November 7, 1935, they robbed the mail train at 
Garrettsvilley Ohio, of 034,000.00. 

The investigation revealed that on November 9, 1935, two days 
after the robbery of the above mentioned. mail train, Grace .Goldstein ' 
and Connie Morris made several trips . to the airport at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, awaiting the arrival of Alvin Karpis, Fred Hunter and Harry 
Campbell, but in view of the fact that John Stover, the air pilot, had 
made a forced landing on the way from Ohio to Hot Springs, Karpis and . 
Hunter did not arrive until the following day, November 10, 1935. 

Karpis and Grace Goldstein immediately took up their residence 
at 602 South Third Street upon his arrival in Hot Springs, and Grace 
Goldstein still continued her house of prostitution at the Hatterie 
Hotel.- Witnesses at the trial of Herbert Akers stated that during the 
summer and fall of 1935, Akers was seen on numerous occasions together 
with Cecil Brock and other members of the Hot Springs Police Department 
at the Hatterie Hotel and one prostitute testified that on one occasion 
she, Alvin Karpis and Grace Goldstein were sitting in . the parlor, of the 
Hatterie Hotel when Akers came up the stairs, passed by the parlor door, 
and proceeded to Grace* s room, and that Grace immediately followed him 
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and stayed in her room for about ten minutes with him; that "Dutch" . \ 
thereupon made, his. departure, y. .! . \ . t . y . - ' 

* ; \ , ; • * * * • * / - t ; . - «m l • 

■Ginger” Morgan, a prostitute who worked for Grace in 1935 and 
who knew Karpis well, testified that on December 2, 1935, her ‘ little 
eight year old niece recognised a photograph of Karpis in a Chicago 
. newspaper and showed it to her; that she, "Ginger," then showed the • 
picture to Grace Goldstein and other prostitutes, and that all but •... 

Grace. agreed that the photograph was similar to the man they knew as 
Ed Parker, "Ginger" then testified that she told "Dutch" Akers and 
. Cecil Brock that Karpis was keeping company with Grace Goldstein at the 
Hatterie Hotel, but neither "Dutch" Akers nor Cecil Brock made any attempt; 
to arrest Karpis or advise the FBI. ' , ' 

■ •'. It is interesting to note that the day after TCinger" allegedly 

told Akers about Karpis* photograph being in the paper, Grace Goldstein. . 
and Alvin Karpis moved from 602 South Third Street to 124 Clubb Street, 
notwithstanding the fact the rent at 602 South Third Street had just . 
been paid in advance. . It was clearly shown by the United States Attorney 
'at the trial of "Dutch" Akers, ©t al, that "Dutch* 1 tipped Grace and. Karpis 
off and for fear they might be traced through "Ginger" they rented, on. 
December 5, 1935, a house at 124 Clubb Street in Hot Springs, where they 
stayed during the months of December, 1935* and January, 1936. 

During the time Karpis lived at- 124 Clubb Street, Herbert "Dutch" 
Akers aiHl Joseph Wakelin were seen to enter this house on several occasions* 
Mrs.- Toby Fincell testified that on one occasion she recognized John 
Stover, the air pilot, as he walked into the house and later proceeded to 
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a car with luggage, accompanied by Alvin Karpis, that approximately one 
Week later Stover returned with Karpin-,;. again with baggage, and proceeded 
into the house at 124 Clubb Street*. that within a few minutes after his 
arrival "Dutch" Akers and Joseph Wakelib arrived in the. Hot Springs 
Police Department car and entered the house, where they all stayed for 
some thirty or forty minutes. 

On February 6, 1936, an Agent of , the. FBI brought photographs 
of Alvin Karpis and again interviewed Mrs. Al. C. Dyer of Dyer’s Landing, 

^ * i ■: • • ■ ' ' * • 

ahowing her phbtographs of theBarker-Karpia gang. "Dutch* Akers, \ • J 
learning -of this, and' feeling that the FBI intended to conduct further \ 
investigation ih the city of Hot Springs in an effort to apprehend . . 

Karpis* apptoehtly warned .Karpis and Grace Qoidstein and advised them to 
find a safer’ hideout than the 124 Clubb Street hideout Therefore on 
February 10, 1933, Alvin Karpis together with Clayton Hall rented ttie home of 
Hr. E„ S. Soodcoek oh Malvern Rpad, Lake Catherine, very close to the ; 
lakeside cottage of Herbert "Dutch" Akers, it was obvious that Akers 
felt that by Karpis being close to him at Lake Catherine he would be 
able to tip him off, and if necessary get him out of town in a more 
satisfactory manner if the Agents of the FBI suspected that he was harbor- 
ing Karpis. This proved to be the case, as continued investigation by 
Bureau Agents convinced them that Alvin Karpis was residing in the City - 
of Hot Springh, and. after locating the apparent hideout of Karpis they 
conducted a raid on the Woodcock home on March 30, 1936, only to 'find .u’ 
that Karpis had apparently left Hot Springs several days previous to this. 
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Besides, being a harborer of criminals, "Dutch” Akers has 
; the general reputation of inmorality in the city of Hot Springs, Arkansas 
and of being a petty thief. Numerous instances during the course 
. of the investigation shpv/ed that: Akers went Out of his nay to ravish some 
innocent girl or to have sexual relations with some prostitute, . One 
particular incident was told to the Special Agents* In this case it ‘was 
. the story of a young girl-fifteen years of age who at that time was ; 

working as a maid in a home' in Hot Springs, She apparently did not know 
who*Dutch B Akers was by sight, and one day while waiting for a 
street car, Akers passed by in the official car and asked her if she would 
like a ride' to town. She consented to ride to town with Akers and told . 
him she was going to the Post Office, Upon arriving at the Post Office ' 
Akers proceeded on past the Post Office over the- girl*s protests and 
drove on out to a country road where he stopped the car and told the 
girl to get out, , The girl said that she did not -understand at first what 
’ his intentions were but she soon found out. He forced her to get out of 
the car ’and go into the woods where he proceeded to ravish her* She 
advised that she and Akers then got back into the car and he took her 
down to the Police Station there, he talked to her at length, advising 
her that if she ever said anything about his actions he would put her in 
jail. This girl advised that. on several occasions after that, Akers 
would pick her up on the street, take her to his office in the Hot Springs 
Police Department, lock. the door and have intercourse with her* She 
stated that on one particular occasion she fought him with all her might, 




and that he merely picked her up and put her in a cell where he kept her . 
the balance of the day, and night she was filling to dp anything to 
get bat of that jail so she consented to his illicit advances# . 

During the course of the trial against "Dutch” Akers, one 
witness hr the name of Oscar Pope Muse testified that the reason he , 
was arrested by Akers in Hot Springs on a trumped-*^ charge of auto- 7 
mobile theft was that Akers learned that he was going with one of his, 

Akers*, girls# It should be nbtedthat during all this time Akers was 
supposedly married# The investigation at Hot Springs reflected that Akers . 
knew every prostitute -in the city during the time he was Chief of Detectives, 
and although there was evidence gathered that he received pay-off money 
from various houses of prostitution, there was no definite evidence of 
the amount of pay he received either from the individual prostitutes or 
the particular houses of prostitution,, except the one instance of $25.00 
per week from Grace Goldstein, which has been previously related# It was 
reported that Akers and a few other members of thd. Hot Springs Police 
Department on occasions after arresting a girl or a prostitute in Hot Springs 
would place her in a cell and that thereafter in order to get her freedom 
the girl would have to submit to sexual intercourse with various members 
of the Police Department in the open cell of the jail# 

During the trial, the U. S, Attorney asked Grace Goldstein if it 
was true that she held nightly conferences with "Dutch" Akers and joe 
fakelin. Grace denied this but admitted that she had talked to tlakelin 
at various times on matters other than Kafpis and that she had business 
dealings with Akers regarding some diamond; rings. The District Attorney 
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asked her why she and Joe Sakelin found it necessary to go to the 
"mountain top" and "the woods" to talk their business over. The Goldstein 
womancould not offer any logical explanation to this* ’ . / " 

< It. was learned- .that "Dutch" Akers from time to time worked with 

some of the pawn shops, business houses, hotels and lawyers in various 
petty rackets to obtain illegal money. An example of this is that Akers 
after arresting a man would search him, ascertain the amount of cash pa 
his person, throw the man in jail, then call a lawyer and advise the 
lawyer the amount of cash. The lawyer would then charge the map the total ; 
amount of Ms cash as a fee to get him put of jail, then split with Akers* ; 
H© also worked this in hotels by conspiring with the house detectives to 
ascertain a nan* a cash coney, then arrest him on some trumped-up; charge. 

During the racing’ season, each year in Hot; Springs, Akers -made 
contact with criminals* racketeers* confidence men and bookies, end any 
of the above named ; type of gangsters who failed to pay off were immediately. 
* thrown in jail, .especially if they attempted to ply their particular 
■ racket..'.. ” -V . 

^ Another petty racket worked by Akers was to have a thief steal 

/ a particular car, hide it out until a reward was offered, then get the 
thief to place the car back on the streets, where he would pick it t^>, 
turn it in, get the reward^ and split it with the thief. . 

As to whether or not "Dutch" 'Akers - profited by his petty thievery 
and sundry rackets, this can b,e proved by the fact that his salary as •••. 
Chief of Detectives was only 690.00 per month, and he owned a 015,000.00 
home on take Catherine, a home in Hot Springs worth about $7,000.00, two 
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large automobiles, and supported a family. It wes rumored that he owned 
Other property, but this wa3 never substantiated* 

An Agent of the FBI told •Dutch* Akers many years ago that he was 
building his house of the future on blocks by dealing in such petty 
thievery and that some day ^that house would tumble on him* It did, and , 
now he not only has two years ahead id a Federal Penitentiary, but faces • 
another Federal HarWrt'ng charge .at an early date. 





COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


Dear Edgar: 


Oct. 31-38 


I should appreciate greatly if you could send 
me any memorandum material which you may have on Dutch 
v^Akers, et al, who haye just been convicted in Hot SpringsvichoiB 

' || Mr Oiiirr.'T 

This i !k especially desired regarding the prosti 

angle of thq^Goldstein woman 1 think there is a lot (jjfioa Gandy. 

stuff about Tbhe Chief taking her up on a hill to talk 
things over, and all that sort of thing. 


Mr. Tolcon.- 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clogg 

Mr. CcfTcy 

Mr. Crowl 

Mr. Dawoey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxv/orth 

Mr. Glnvin 

Mr, Jltirbo 

Mr. Looter 

; Mr. Mclntire 


Mr. Quinn Tamm | 

utiion 


Also, I should be very interested if there is a 

memorandum concerning Akers and some bank robbers who 
were protected by him in a tourist camp. 

In .addition, if it is not too much trouble, may 

I have the criminal record ofAdam~>Sichetti? 

A, 

I don’t know whether I told you in my previous letter, 
but all is excitement down in this neck of the woods. .Gen and 
I bought ourselves a combined birthday present 0 f three 
Boston puppies, selected as nearly as possible to match 
beloved dogs of ours which are gone. So now, we have, the 
Four Barx Brothers, Timmy and Terry and Buddy and Mike, 
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^all Oirish, by the last name of 0 1 Toole, and any moment 
that there isn’t something going on in this household 
*. is a strange one indeed. 

Timmy does little but to run around a grin, l, he is so 
limelighted, espevially with Buddy, who is just about as big 
t^as a minute, while the Terrible Twins, Terry and Mike are 
about half grown. We worried about the little fellow all 
night last night, as qe had shut the gang up in the dog 
house and were afraid that the Pint would fall out of his bunk 
and couldn’t get back. But when we opened up the place this 
morning, Half Pint had shoved the Terrible Twins out of their 
bed and was ruling the roost. So we pay no more attention 
to him when he decides to yowl for a bushel or so of 
petting. Anyway, ’tis a wild household now. 

Thanks in advance if you can send on the Dtiltch Akers stuff 
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as it will fit in perfectly in th 
between prostitution and berime repealed 
I am trying to put over, 
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ALL INFORMATII 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS&Fp 
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ok. it z The hookup 
re is exactly what 
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Xaforaatioa Sorvioo Agcat 
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. logos’ af Qabobos* '13., 1938, G&cS’pQoaei fej Ujr, Coiartaoy 
a . Hyloy CcopoFo 


Z rogrob t© .adyioo that duo to tho ovoroholtpSaQ 
pro □ euro of Other dut&oq 'oad fisturo ooaaiteoato, it tftil 
sot bo poooifelo for no : to ceeopt y 6 uj? Mad isai tables .... 
to paeiiolpn to i» 0 &q of your radio broadaaoto over 
fstatios VBBfU '-’I do agprooioto, - feot^tro?, your kiad Isavi * 4 

totion* ' •• ' .'• '. - ■ 


SiEeeg’oiy youro,- 







WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL THEATRE PROJECT OF NEW YORK STATE 


HAUIB FLANAGAN, NATIONAL. DIRSCTOR 
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HISTORI|\L marionettes 
II FRANKLIN ST. 

BUFFALO, N. Y. 

November 14, 193, 


HOOBN8 PETRI, ACTINO STATE DIRECTOR 



Miss Helen W. Gandy, Secretary 
J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Miss Gandy: 

Thank you for your letter of November 10th. 

We should like very much to have Mr. Hoover inter- 
viewed on one of the broadcasts which will end * 
December 15th. 


I am sorry that Mr. 
present time. 



/ 


a ILlCb u y 

Hoover is out of town at the.. 

Sincerely, 

Esther B. Wilhelm 

Managing Supervisor of Marionettes 
State of New York 

By: yia* 

\ 1 / 

Thomas .E JNMulvey ' 

Information Service Agent 
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I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOK 

MOV 29 1933 
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flJfa a?. ;b, -Scott vtem.®y "• i. 

. Production Haoeger • , ‘ ’ ' 

' . Educational BfOcdcaBting Corporation . : 

Radio Coator EnilUIbg • 

" Oakland, California " ' >'■ 



Bear Cy. Qeakleys— _ • • - ’•» ‘l, 

- \ Receipt io acknowledged of your letter dated Qovenber 
23, 1933, in which you state that you recently observed the state- 
meat to the effect that Ur. Courtney Hylsy Cooper istho only 
newspaper ; .nan or writer to whoa this Bureau e steads the privilege, 
of access to its files, ; _ ,• 

■ Please bo advised that you have been entirely ois- 
informed in' this respect. Cany authors and liters have nisi ted 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for the 'purpose of securing • ; 
information relative to closed eases handled . by this. Bureau and 
the fullest cooperation has bees extended to such outers and 
writers j in fact,: a nuaber of books have boon written concerning 
the activities and aeeoapltahnents of this Bureau and reany feature 
articles have been prepared in cooperation with this organisation. ■ 
So author or writer has been given access to the files of this 
Bureau but they have been given infonaatioa "concerning closed cases. 
Hr. Courtney Ryloy Cooper is not now and never has been employed by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Ho has lectured without any 
charge therefor to persons in attendance at sessions of the FBI . 
National Police Academy. 
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EDUCATIONAL 

BROADCASTING 

CORPORATION 


Telephones 

Oakland, GLencourt 6774 
San Francisco, ORdway 6868 



Fully Equipped 
Studios in 
San Francisco 
and Oakland 


19TH AND BROADWAY RADIO CENTER BUILDING OAKLAND . CALIFOR1 


November 23, 1938 
/ 
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Si 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I recently observed the statement to the effect 
that Courtney Riley°Cooper was the only newspaper 
man or wrlire’r^to'^whbm your^d apartment extends the 
privilege of access to your departmental files. 

In preparing material for a broadcast I would like 
to have your "official cooboration or denial of 
this statement. 

If it is not asking too much I would also like to 
know just what is the reason for this privilege 
being extended to Mr. Cooper. 

I also would like to know whether or not he was 
formerly associated with the F.B.I. in any 
official capacity. 


[espectfully yours, 

EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTING CORPORATION 



M. Set 


A’ I 


Weakley, Production Manager 
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ALL INFORMATION COWfWb ' FEDERAl " AU 0F INVESTIGAW 
„ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

DATE R V 1ws'jd<-$ 


M. Scott ?/eakley, Pr^Rction Manager 
o v f the Educational Broadcasting Corporation 
advises he has learned that Courtney Ryley 
Cooper was the only newspaper man to have 
access to FBI files. Desires Director's 
official corroboration or denial of this 
statement, and also inquires for reason 
of this privilege to Mr. Cooper. 

rcL 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT F/o-^-gy RYfrvr/<^— 



DO'S 


\ 


FED. 




,icE of Director 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Record of Telephone Call or Visitor. 
Januarjl 19 1 1939 . 

T \me__4j_01_PM. 



Mr. Coffey__ 
Mr. Crow l_ 
Mr. Scan 


Mr. Foxworth_ 

Mr. Glavln 

Mr. Harbo 


Mr. KI©1nkoul__ 
Mr. Loitor 


Name 


C_oj£rtnei[ Ruleu Cojrpep "te le 


Mr. Mcintfre_ 
Mr. Nichols 


from. Phila. . <J fc 1 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HERE I N I SWiCLASSIF IED - 

Deta i Is : pftJF 


Referred to 



Asked that the following message 
be given to you: 


That he had knocked the fellow 
he was after for the following : 

Two concurrent sentences of a 
year and a day. 


Five year suspended sentence. 

Five year probationary sentence . 

He stated that he was leaving there 
and going to New York City t _ 

BJseoiera r .. ~~ 

sbr f lO 



• 0 BUftHAU OF INVESTIGATION 

J C “ O') 








LBNiAEN 


February 6* 1939 

. memo Ran dum for 'aa. tolson 


AN IS UvlCLASSIFIED 
yfo^#::B Vlaa 



• • ; . I have reviewed Mr. Cooper *.s hevw book entitled ’’Des.igr.3 In Scarletf and 

to say the least, in true Cooper fashion the book, as a' whdXep Ts^bxc eedirigly well 
written. It is factual and while there is considerable preachment therein, it is 
loaded with facts. The book to say the least’, is sensational and loaded with 
J / sex in unvarnished language . In foot, he did not omit any barnyard phraseology. 
jM It cannot help but shock the sensibilities of the average decent person. It is 
V- ; my opinion that Mr. Cooper is missing a tremendous opportunity in not cleaning 
| up the book. He could make the same points by using a better choice of language. 

I certainly wouldn’t want my sister reading this book for he conveys the. impression . 
*:• that everybody is doing it - which cannot help but break down certain abral 

* . resistance rather than build it up. Dhile the bookis an expose, it also tells 

how people act and react in the most intimate of detail. If youth is as rotten 
as he contends then .what .incentive is there to correcting situations.- Frankly, 
have my doubts if some of his charges can be substantiated. They are too 
. sweeping. His attacks on the church are believed indiscreet and I don’t beiiove 
•V, he should have berated the Catholic Church in such general terms. He will 
"‘V alienate a large sector of the clergy according to ay opinion. Frankly, I resent 
his innuendoes and associating clergymen with gambling and blaming them for some “ 
of our corruption today. • ' . 

He refers to the Bureau in many places which have been pointed, out in the 
^ attached review. Some of the references prompt the writer to think they are 
• intended subtleties - particularly his references to our files, etc. Over half . 
the book concerns matters in which the Bureau has been interested, yet his giving 
• credit to the Bureau and the Director is conspicuous by its -absence and his 
" eulogy of Warden Frankfo>ain • is extremely lengthy and congratulatory. I admit, of 
j. course, that he has referred to the Bureau in complimentary terms but to me', his \ 
*R : references are too infrequent and I wonder what the book would have been like •? 

k_J without the'" Bureau ’ s generosity in supplying him with material. 

bplieve we' should be very circumspect in anything we eight say about ’ 
we should give him nothing which would promote the book. It will 
ting indeed to see hoc the League of Decency reacts to the book. Like- 

i Mv.5*^f%--'S|riouijly question how the book can be sent through the mails. 

.-m*. ———T he attached review is a summary, but frankly does not truly reflect the 


fof .thd book. . Some of the author’s conclusions are lurid as., can be 

review. The suggestions set forth in the ( neffioranduta all* Center around 
: s . 'references _tq the Bureau’s files, and sincV the -review of. the book 

completed ft n-spuld appear that, probably it would be too late to make any 
• X|L-^^^ges*!Sl|hpugh. they are - sfe-'t. forth therein as matters ' ofc ' Thterehtdr^^ 1 ^ ~ 

■mpf*****: rl "v.vu- i] -9 0 - 

' 5 | . / • • ■ BECOBDKD ' r r»A|. mm Of mVESTI6ATI0M (' 

: indexed id AY Bl. 1939 


WTEaima — I 






Respectfu&lly> 
EECOBDED 
* & 
INDEXED 
L. B-. Nichols 


a yyt of justice 



memorandum for the director 


RE "DESIGNS IV SCARLET" 



‘ COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 


CHAPTER I 


HARLOTS HEAVEN 


- ' . . , The author in introducing his subject points: out that this hook w as •'• . 

inspired fay the' latter from .the prostitute in 'Kinneapoli e' » hie, h.aaa received by 
the Director. ' He refers on Pago 3 to a conversation cith the Director wherein 
• the Director condemned the viewpoint of the girl. •. The Director's statements are 
.satisfactory. Cooper then goes on to enumerate his -sources of information. His 
•investigation was startling since it. revealed developments which made "Here's to 
Crime" subject to sharp revision. He admits he was fortunate in' "possessing an • 

I _^unuaual amount of official and civil assistance. n In gathering his data he traversed 

• 

3 ,...the .United States by ail means of transportation • end even took. excuss ions into 
;t c . the- Underworld. Ho referred to his main entrance to the -Underworld as secretive, 

;oFcy . ■ ; '• _ • ' ' ' ‘ • • ;... . . . 

iroand-accoaplished through "the tremendous spy system of the i ederal .Bureau of < . • 

Egan..;-- ’ * : • . ' , 

EoiS&swo-ti-cjs" and this' mentions .Anslihger’s name. Ho had tile active assistance of 

’plavin— — ll ■ ... •. .. 

•Hajfche-P-ost; Office .Inspection Department and assumed the dual role of reporter and 

tester | '' . ...■ 

>*<$d&eral" |nforaer . Rc mentions that he received saosoranda of numerous cases froiS 

'Nichols | • , .. . ‘ ' ■ 

/QMS^^^I'^dhich «ere ; hitherto* unexplored in point# * . . *' 

.Tracy -- • ■' . '* : ‘ , ; .. ' V ‘ *. 

Jb Gandy , * .. ' . •* . • . * •. , •' ._.' . ‘ ’ 






• : . • This book, he makes clear, 'is the result of- a conference with ?5r. Hoover. 

who is quoted on Page 4 as saying that. Whits Slavers find it easier to. argue kids ' . 

• .into . prostitution' and,. . B I wish I were a reporter^ I could take a year off and. write 
the story of chat makes all this possible. 0 -’ . . , • ... 

'' RECOMMEI&AT-IPNS f \ ’• • : v /. . / .Vy 

' : ‘Page- 3 last : paragraph, it' is suggested that the sentence beginning on'. , 

- • ’ line ’,3- be. deleted,.. "A check, of course, shall be -'mode' : tb establish’ .its authorship", ;■ •: 
referring, of' course, to the letter from the prostitute since no chock. was aade. ' 

■ ' . / Page 4* ’ . Paragraph 1^ - beginning on line. 4 should be revised to read -‘"There 

were reports to be dug 1 into. etc." . ' ' 

• Page-9., Paragraph.?. I t;is suggested, that the first sentence be . 

'■revised to read,' "from the Federal Bureau of ■ Investigation, rith it's tremendous' , 
mass of information' gained ’from its- investigations of White; Slave Traffic for- ' ! 

twenty-nine year's case data on numerous, cases".'.: v-'y. ' - ’ - . . . .. . 

: v'’ . : .chapter ii ./v .. ’ ' . .. . : ,V ■ ; ‘"Y 

V. ; '= -a- PROHIBITION ’ S GHILDffiEK •• v ■’;■ ’ - ’ / ' • ' ' 

. y The author tells the true and stirring story of the young girl in the. 

tavern ?;ho is degenerating morally.chile h ‘young boy goes out to rob end maim to 

■get money to carouse With .her, . while the girl’s mother corks at night and payh 
.little, attention, to the girl. The Womens^ Christian Temperance Onion and the 
Anti Saloon, League will eat •-this chapter -up ..since it- is" a preachment against .the 
evils of liquor* -The evuthor- then goes ; .b.b.. to discuss tbs youth problem lit crime.'- ; 
arid cites figures, matting the observation, on Page ?0 (19^ under 21) ..that the’ -\ ’ 

, Bureau’ s statistics, are cohserva-tive .and at least lp^, if not 'more cbuld be - . . • 

added to its f injures .y . ' f " r V ••■'■ 












: v •' V. ■' Oil Page ''22; the author refers to thi*e§ persons who-' cere 'cphvlcted7x v 

‘'v ;V t one' for a twenty year sentence and two .for life sentences.- • .He -then ’pointed •; : " v 
. out that- all would be out in ;th’e:'-BininRia.''of ! '^4 ! montte-.and- tile -oaximu® of, . .. 

. • ’ 7 . years"',' 'It is not known exactly on what he bases His figures .for the average . 

; . • sentence served . : f or • homicide is 56.4 months, -and the average life sentence 
■ ■. .served is a littlej-over 10 years. The author .then, leads ; in to .a discoseio.hof,' '.'-,'- 

■ ... ' v ‘ /'J-uyeni'le . courts. oiid._ .sob sisterlsra in an excellent manner and quotes from .Hr. ' ■ 

. ' Homer Cummings as saying the juvenile court has. /’.collapsed as, a crime, .prevention ■ 
cure-all," and enlarges on '-this statement in apsound and rational; manner • . 

'>.V \ ' . referring to the Gluck study.- of. 1,000 juvenile delithqucntSi; • " ' - 

- recomhmdations ;;hY./^.Y.Y; -, v '•>••. ‘ ,Y : ' VY • -Y.yY ; 

‘ , Page 25, paragraph ,2,: line 9. . It is suggested "100." would be closer 
, ; . <■ to being correct than "50" in referring to outstanding- gangsters. •' ; ' 

. - \/ : V. ; . ' CHAPTER III. ‘ . V vY r :. • : .. 

: ’--‘Y . . ■' ; ; - *. the" crazy: things they do . : (< . •- ; ■ 

• ; The theme of this /chapter ip that .the f irst offender is. usually an : 

.■ - - old. offender.- ‘ Youth, is, in' a dangerous condition and trouble, lies ahead. -Sex . . 

is, promiscuous arid accepted. The sewer of' -a Kansas ■ school res’. stopped up with’ 0 
"used contraceptiyes." . Federal officers, shakedown 'a' Michigan' school; finding 
fifty marihuana . cigarettes and' .contraoeptiyes- in 75$ of. the lockers. ' School ' . 
boys, and girls using lockers after school; hours and athletic events- for purposes 
o ther than which they:, were intended, with teachers, and. parents ..saying nothing ■;} * '■ 

•- . ' . is a rather ; severe indictment. The chapter, is a- trifle slimy' to say the least, 

. / . .but appears to he based on- facts although -the statement of a. Federal officer.', to *'• . 

• : .the ; effect, that " 60 %' of :the girls: in- 'my town haye been deflowered by the time . V , 

; /.they, reach, their' Junior year in high school" is believed open to ; question. . . ' ‘ . 




4'oeaVcbrrepl^ the state of mind, -fZbvrbv&i,. that; as usee. : 

J- : crimo, and -dgain .takes. 'juvenile counts to task'. In an' excellent mariner he 


' •’ . . describes the eff iciebby of taodern "law enforcement. 'arid scientific criae' detection. - 


He -points with -pride to hovi . organized crime aaong;adul't3, in- on the decliiie 
i v. through the. "skillful n^rk of: the i'Bl, the, 'efficiency' ! of- the Post Office.- ' •••:-, 

Inspectors, the' 'relentieosnesst of - the ' Alcohol ,Tak- Chit,- the : Narco tics ; Bureau/. g V ; 
t’. • :• . and other. Treasury Agencies.! 1 He .attribute's the' wiping out of bank robbery and ’ 
kidnaping %o the FBI'-, ftak' Enforcement officers fear -the youthful criminal, - , ‘. 

'• ,k- however, zko .is on the increase;.,.' The lack' pf. home training and discipline, .he i 

' - points' out,- results; in '.this, : ‘The aeX .escapades of youth,.: he, tpuld believe,' p ' . '; v 

k '''is .'the rui'e rather than the.exceptibn.; In an excellent.' mwri’rier he points... to •; ' ■ 

; \ ' the police as crime preven tors v.ho havo. done, andbare .doing-good. :voi*iC but are 

.handicapped .by existing conditions which .for instance nets' 'a return of ' an • - • . 

b't'k f estate, of '§100,000. &nhualiy«..thrpugh. tht' sale of contraceptives 'arid refers. again . . 

| to thS'I' , eueral officer who would have nore peace of.Hiihd if he didn't know about - 

- , '■"•"someone' at 'every. tilling station, which Sells; '.french ticklers',, condoms, dirty 

■ pictures, 'filthy literature "an4. the' like, -and' that;- tho -girls, are as anxious -for ’ft 

;'k; .'ka this reaciihg as v are ^e/boysr", In-pAseinghe take $ probation io task. : ; ..p . 

y-V;/ ^ ,'y'h k;.'.;'. V.;- *, ' '■’ -..CHAPTKH IV'y ,>> i*;-.. h'; 

/;^V' U^CE- h. p. /'h V-’’-'' ]S "l ; V :.C' ’■■■ 

Tills 'chapter-' recites 'the,- author's, experiences' In investigating : 

. roadside taverns- where he/stopped, 34 ' times., ^4; ; -KaiS. < ‘^rdp9st'tioh^'.29 timec.’ ■ • In;. 

. the oosi in tima te. de tail .he; describes the life , of a- 'B' -girl. . > Hi.S' ^xpori.enc.e3'- : \‘''Vk - 





• ' "! are'Vsdmmed up;- on' Page;. 64. in paragraph .wove '•'unique 'tanner.;. He creates , : ' 

the life history -Of’/ two girls which if published in the average magazine would- 1 • 

• ' -136 barred from the. mails. Crime, he points out, thrives. in the joints' that 

i : ' line all : major highways. and even in New York City, ."they. .still do the ’Bh&fce’- 

‘ V- in spite of God, v Valentine y arid Mayor LaGuardia .t it la ; father •difficult 'to 1 - .* 

■ ’ understand hot any one man ‘t^uld have the 'experiences which, the -author- relates ' ' 

. in such a Short . period of. ' time.i-..'' One of '•the -waitresses referred to yds .obviously • 

: i.-? ; .in a Nahas, joint -in Indiana, and'the' othe'r,; the. l , B' girl, who precip&to.ted - the ' A. 

%.inVe8tigetioh;ift-;Ci^ifo'rnieVa:-'yejdj agoi; ' He gives a net definition of a. gentle-'; 

• . man on - Page Vf* eSi- "a ; male .whb.toan- a .girl .and hot try. to •’ . 

V:. drawl in bed with' her '-'A4 . . /. . AA4 -A'A 

• ' • - RECOMMEH CATIONS AV' V\A. V ' A.-V- | ,: T .; . 

; Page 77,' paragraph 2 : , llne' ljand 2. shduld be revised by deleting ; .. 

V; ' ^aecdrding to the investigative reports; of. the 0 , ’.and inserting the words, - • 

; "investigated but?*,, after the word ."involved*'; oh line 3. • 

4 -. A . ' - Page 79 i The. first 'sentence should; be revised to read, .’’According . . .. 

. . • to this' girl’s- stofyj .itVis obvious that : she' made no- .earnest efforts to get. a- : 

• • job in' any 'of the more accepted forms’of employment.” . . , 1 ' ' 

. ; *• • ■ Page 80,. ‘paragraph 4, line,!?. 4 The 'Words, "in ' her ■.statement’? should A ’A. i 

. ' be deleted.- V'. • A .A AA A'' ’4 "• . A 

' : A — Line 5. : - Delete- the words,'- "acdo’rding' to- her. statem'ent n , and 'say, 

. 4; . “according' to ' the. girl"> 'etc.; •■■4 A A ; ;. ' '■ A ’’A .• ; - .4! A 

.. V ... Page. 84, line '5, should be revised to delete any; reference' to- 'the. ‘A’’ 

girl’s' statement....- AA-A ■ A. A .4 A ' 1 .. . . -'A-.' A ’ . 




v • : -: 7 - ; / ' chapter'' v . ' ; ; • V ; ;.v '•'• / ' 

i’-; :■ ’•y ; T’’ ' • MURDERIMG YOU Tff *-■ . : ' •; V 

• ; Marihuana frequently . is -ah incident to calkethons and other- endurance 

contests which .are in reall^ ballyhoo; attracting a>horfiial : class,' of, youth. 

. : ■ -They can be found . in most sections, of the country. • Jitterbug, contests: awarding ; 

" . .• a prize of 050 . or $ 7 $. "'to 1 -'•the 'winners, illustrate the attitude of modern'' youth. . 

. ■ ; ' Instead, of using throw a party-arid many will A .." v • 

; /. ..\ get drunk. As . contestants In .traveling' endurance .contests are" eliminated/ they *. : y . ’ . • 
hang around for purposes other than dancing. Modefni high?;ays are a " shuttle' 

' I;'.. . .;of the outpouring of bekutyv'shpps. and- the 'stable 1 of. prostitutes.'’. There, are' 

always touring prostitutes who move' from one university town to : another . Even /' 

: panderers have difficulty , for,as' soon' as , they got a . new girl, some other pimp .' 

■' takes her away. from him for the same old racket. Kids travel, from county to- 1 

; ... county stopping ,;at taverns and getting' their daeals by a dance number or so. 

■■...• Later through the efforts of the boys* the officers came in saying they v; ere . • 

; . . getting tired of "your damned respectable wives : going out /in- the bushes for ; 

' 4'bits a shot ana clapping up everybody, . Robberies occur which are, never 

'• ' . reported to the. FBI' because w now'whaty;ould J,. Edgar Hoover care -about what- ' A-’-'. 

' -goes on- in a little town ‘ like this?'* "Jam . sessions'? where young folks gather . 

, to Biiioke the 'Weed' instead of engaging ; in , swing music* are' said to be prevalent'. ” 

■v ■ ,;/// ’ •' •• • y/'-' chapter, vi V : v ' >/■•. 

' / • /. .TO’iQRROPS'. CdTbk ' ; ; \\';\ ,''.£V • ; V ' V 

' ' The author? a; curiosity ..was aroused -.1®;. his. travels for too , r easons.vv : 

. . '1. The. knowledge youth, possesses ' and' the o ther . 'the 'beginnings of. .their, careers, • 

most of which’ start in small, towns.’ • "Gold .Rushes'” still, exist, in P'.f?, A.' rolls -r . 




• ' . . • data e 7- and other lar:ge projects. . The -story of one girl ia related. - a beautician-,; . 

' .'she' followed the ?Goid Rushos" •doing'- the hair' for -the girls - charging permanent 

*' ' ■’ wave jprlce.s at times* for a finger wave. jShe oven' related -how good business was 

• . ■ when th© purge primaries were oh last, summer and spending right and • 

"left. ' The girl made good because of'. the shoi'tage' of becuticiahsi .v<ho as. a 
-class j' ore labeled bv - thd - author, 'with' the percentage '.girl,' 5 ©.tfeif •- Business' was . . 

\7 : , ‘ real, good in Sioux City, 'where she' counted. 126 htmseS in. one night y/ith . a friend. - - ; ..- 

this,' in a" city of 90;000. ■' ,The -new rdcke.t of "Curb' Cornice?’- is also 'discussed., - ' ‘V/V"; 

- One ; girl' ran "a curb. Service on 45.' men in a sitigl© night, and only had $25.00 . .... Y; 
after paying expenses.;" "She was. just a* damn.. fool.". ; 7, 

. There ^ are. four norrnad girls for ..each boy. . BiseasaiaccountB for a. 
lot of them' le&ving home, ''aha 'feminind like. ;th^y often' blhme a. dose on sokg. ' 

.7." ' -one other than the right- one or' .the one? they love,- and th& guy. leaves ' town oven 

: though the 7girl "was laying; half the' ^-fbllphs. in: tphny., Where half' th% girls werg . • 
burnt up and the rest yoh couldn’t touch or'they're. lined up steady.* f •!. . ■ 

V .'- The author, laments that he .doeas-' t have a . special vocabulary to 

' designate'.. the buzzards of the medical profession. • It is pointed cut. th£ 5 t if 
gonorrhea were hereditary "it is doubtful if • there would be. & single/person • 

-. - in the : <hitire United States ‘fi’ee from infection", which is a rather sweeping, 

' indictment. ; ;.7 7 ./ 7 , *7 • . ./ 7 • 

- ; 7 The Joseph C* Revels case inyestigated by- thcBureau is listed on-- . ' '- 

Page 123 giving .the. Bureau full credit. - : • . ; '7- 

7 • . . The observation is made that the number of bpys who leave home because • ■•• 7 

• '■ 7 ; of v adventure, is not as great as it once .car. .Youth; has. herpes closer at' home - 
!. athletes , avid tors , etc . The "G-IJen,^ are conspicuously their absence. 7 ' r . '■ 



- • l -• . 


-/ X ;; CH^PIEE' ; : 

" : "X -.X' '; •' death at the TAVERif . • '• 

■ Diliinger today ttouid' chavs. difficulty, ‘‘in getting headlines along, 
with- the efforts' of 'other , 'criminals. The tavern contributes , to their activities. 
,'The case of Clifford .Hawkins, of Faber Ferry, Washington, - is. sited,' He killed' , 
the tri'd' brothers of a thirteen year old girl he whs, having an affair kith, • 
since they had caught Mia. in "the act. • Then the case, of Earl YoUng ’is related 
who was killed in 'Hot ■ Springs ‘after a sadistic rampage through twenty, states. 

Law InforccAent Jn cartaiii places ecaes, , ir f or criticise'. .‘ "The police at Little. 

' Rockvhave ys.t' to.roll up ah r .otttsthnding recoru. " Ir. 'Louisville,' police ■ 

’ receive less; pay than, the garbarge neb; vLituor- vj olaticns since '.Repeal have •' 
-been .widespread' 'although; .the author, would -not hive a return of Prohibition . : >‘ .y 

: since he contributed juach -.-jor.oy ar.i- effort. ;to its repeal. He. then condemns. •• 

• : . laxi ty ; in ; gran t i hg .liquor . - peraii-tfe . '■ Harvey JRpI'sbh -in Georgia,; an 'ss-convict- was ’ 
.given .a license. .His wife died.' -fie was' .convicted; ' Released pending appeal 
. he went to 7iaycrp.cs,' Georgia, ' there ■ a.;. -l.lt tie .boy was killed for. $450. insurance. 
Joseph. Ball' of Elraendorf, Texas, killed two. worsen at his tavern. • Only .a/ few ' 
states require fingerprinting. The' tavern ' keeper, again coaes In for coii- / ’ 
deinnation, and the law' which has failed, to -keep legal liquor clean is crltised. 

'•■;XX • chapter viii / . • ■ V X; ' "... ' ' ' X”- 

■ :-X;V -X-V-X"- • . • THE : GH0SE T COPIES BACK r •. ' • • . ' 

; ; This- chapter, of 'course, refers- to Prohibition. Hore persons are ' • 

'. coiMiitted to prison today! for liquor violations than in Prohibition. There Is ’. 

. one liquor dispensing joint- .for each 313 persons in the United States. ■ In . 
•California, 1 ' for every 110 persons, in Washington' 1 for every 226 persons, •';< . 


\' 
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• , including- ’’Senators, Representatives and other .good ’customers." The signs of 

V the tines point tbwalrd. an increase of prohibition sentiment; .. It is estimated •' 
that over, one million liquor violations occur annually. Los Angeles, cleaned . 
up a gang of homosexuals via the liquor infraction route. - Liquor and not. ' • - 
marihuana is the true cause for, many, orgies of, youth , . although, marihuana is . q, , \ 

menace-. Net? Orleans -vfith its houses 'and bar-asids-^as described excellently. 

• An..- officer came into one bar while the 1 author : was using up $2.00 of the bar-maid *s 
time in conversation regarding , a - forthcoming convention. ’ The Chief had issued. . 

• orders > .to close up- that -week;-- the •‘convention was the Eucharistic Congress, . : - 

./-. high pressure' tactics in some Chicago joints for. selling drinks called 4 
. for a neb approach by the ' joints. The emphasis was on sex. •" .-. V’- ' 

'• .V- r<\X- . CHAPTER IX 

V ; ’ ... A CABIN FOR THE NIGHT - V’.'; :’.' v ’ .. ' 

‘ The tourist camp has. thrust another temptation in the pathway of an 

already belov;- the belt thinking people. WKiie the* author does jaako d feR. 
.qualifications, nevertheless, he makes, some very, sweeping ' statements. In-’ . > 

discuesinig the tourist camp evil the' author’ refers to; the Bureau’s 'investigations’ . 
in a satisfactory manner. , The blackmail caBe -involving Jeri-y Kavonay. and a- - 

- traveling salesman, Howard. Brooks, (a fictitious name since the true one has 

been .concealed in the files of the FBI)'. The 'hitch-hiker must be eiiainated . 

." from the roads,, as well as .their "tourist c amp ; hangouts.". All'- big-time- • . 

.. gangsters in the past, i’t, is 'pointed., out, - ' haye used.*; tourist, camps- and ” 75 % ’ 

, of all tourist camps ' could be wiped out" inconveniencing no one but the 

- Underworld. .In His discussion, the author refers to a 19 year pld.-boy ' turned : • - 

\ oyer . to ' the- ’JBf •- itfho raped a 51 year old woman... A hen racket 1 is described of 
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' tVfoorehouses" in'Michigan. (probably referring to Jack hahas* ’Case) The' 

: / owner of the tourist' camp takes his/gifis out at.dusk ehd drops the®.- -Then 'v. " 

‘ • they pick, up men who bring them to.the tourist camp. A reference is. also. made . 

to "Ma" Belahd of Fort Bor.th,; Texas, who was brought to justice by the Bureau 
• • . 'of Narcotics. Another, reference is. made to Dutch Akers harboring .the Norrises. • 
Y’-\ The survey of Southern Methodist University uncovered by the' Bureau' last year 
. ; ; s ' is .cited in detail* The case of .Lester Brockelhurst is likewise referred to. 7 - ’ 

• in detail.- The Bureau was interested in this; case although' prosecution has in 

..o v State Courts* • : !;"•••'' V - ' ’• • ; Y • ’ ': 

: Y^-' '-V : - ' • CHAPTER 'X '" Y ■; 

; / : ; V;- ; :' : y ’ •• are you 'louely ; .. 

" ; • The. author in his '/inye'stigatiph ^ssumed 'many roles -r-;'bno an old ' 

• farmer with 0100,000. who was 'gst'tihg'.;ready-'io ..gravel extensively and was 

in quest of an "assignation in every Wjn. n : He .sent letters by- the' hundreds i ...J 
■ After , he had been inspired to uncdver -this- racket by a convereation . in. Miami 
. ;V. with "Johhny the Glib" who told the authdr, "just finished a nice little job 
• up around -*Chij The. author says nothing about- -ho tiffing, the authorities 
■ ' • in thin -chapter. '* < Johnny* e ,; remarks coupled nithi" ; inklings of what -might be ' 

- Y going on had appeared in various cases with , which' I ' had beqpme familiar through 

the reports' of the 'Federal' Bureau' of 'investigation, 't?dge 207, lines 11, .12 and 13) 
•• v' . '/ set him on the, trail, as -he recalled, members. of the Barker-T&fpis. Gang and the. '■■ '• 
" Brady Gang. He found' 7 many names of Marriage Bureaus ih Pbfit, Office Department 1 7 
• ... 'files . soon after the form letters were sent. out. •, "Thiel writer. has ; in his 

; files, so many invitations '.to- strar^e beds that they could not be, filled. iii • 

• ... .V. five years." . I ' 

v. ’ • ■ The, Marriage. Bureau racket' has grown until more than' a' million man • 









> and Women- dr.e^ .ph \thp '.lists .of. ; the 400 lonely clubs. ■ . VJofcsen, predominate and . 
generally pay- '; twice.- as a 'membership. fee*;' Because of the filth that Vy'y/ 
.'-'Vis . spreading throughout ;the cohhtry,. these lonely heart bureaus should "be.. • 
.under the. strict, supervision of id .Federal law!..,. The*, ease, of Gsylie 


. ■ Cleveland, •Post Office Box 580^ Peheacoiai' Florida, a 63 year old' ' ex-convict' le : = 3 
^related. He- was convicted. ' . And the. .eld -repobate - Oscar' Goings of .Xenia, ' Ohio 1 , 

. dwarfs the ’ characters" of iRabelai s . / 3-1 th ref erence to GolngS it is . related that ; 

• he - 'had ' corresponded With . seyer|il. wopeh^^Ref ebping ..to the •incidents. : in ' the book. 

• about -.ho.v? be waa.-f inailybc : au|^t-.it^\ie : - desired, 'to; be pointed out thQt ; be' .'.;• '• 

. corresponded wi.th a : \voman .chd advertised' for' a. mate, in ;a Cincinnati hev?spaper 
.-rather than 'pith 'Some' 'marriage bureau; ah ’ related, ip the. book. . The Bureau '-.S . ' • . . . 

’.-•files do not substantiate, the. lucid stories about Goings, however, ( it is assuned 

• that the author got. his data frpiaVthe Poei^Office inspection Department. . . 

■v ^IECOMIEHDATIOKS -. ?•" !t"'' *> A' "A V ’ A,' j'A' A., .A A A 

Page 207,,-' line 12j,:;Baisi .Be^reyieed . ( tp;. read "bandied by the Federal. , 
•Bureau. ^of .investigati’pn, y tt . : tb sdelet^.Gdpper’s familiarity With oui* reports 1 . ••; 

;.••:..••'. ;•_ ; ; A :, 'A. . V 'A i.y 'V- i CHAPTER '.XI.-.;. ' A-V •. : -A • ./'i-i ' A ; '/ . v '•;"' 3' . 

■'"y. A A-~A V.V.-jV-:'- :.•;' ‘- ; A A',.. V A ilDRDBli'Bf. MAIL ' •. : A ; ' '■ V AiA ' 


• The: mail, order .rackets, of , sex;, powders',, • pills, etc.., is exposed.' . 

• ; Usually .lethal if. .taken' in . sufficient quantities ;its sale 'is .frequently stopped. . 

by. the Federal Trade. Coast ssiohy- The •.heading "Offenses- Kriot-h to the, Police" is"' - 
'.../• • a misnomer "and d6e.s>ho’t;'-giye. •jtrue picture of crime;- Since; therp’ is - no' hay of 
. .. ' teiiirig how many W£ffe'iu3efiyaf%' ^ cptoitted. but never .recorded..^ Regina, ,a fictitious.. V '•':• 

. v,' female character created by . the author, is, educated, in' abortion' etc. ,/ since' , ; ' • .-.’• 
- ' the Dairyman baiting • the* ads seeks . to. get- the- pills to ease the-: situation. . ' ■ •• 

.-. . During his recent tour*; the author, mentions, the fact .that- he fouhd ' it possible- to ' 





• , ; • fl go into #by . tpbrip seek a taxi .driver a filling eiatiottattenaant, -a ■ 

. ■: J cMropfactor, ■ a • clap and sypb’ quack ox* . even, a hotel bell boy and' 1 obtain the 

. . names of ;frbfck: one abortionists. The author frankly opens hiais.elf 

up to ai^ttapk' in his- unqualified remarks on chiropractors and doctors'.' For - 
instance *on Page 247 "The ethical .Doctor — — ha s : many alibis for, concealing ' ' • 

'■ • •• death at the 'hand 3 ofan. abortionist." In the majority.ofcases wherethe . 

■ ’’kid-knockers" have' been ' sent to prison,, the complaint came not 1 from the . 

. medical profession' tntt'waS^Torcedidft'.-the' police by. ruftor. A rn ill ion; 

. abortions are performed annually in the United'. States : end'dhere are more.,.’. 

: . than >7, Q00 deaths :knd n 110,i91 deaths of mothers, and children in which abortion 

V ' ■ may-have played; an important part!” Several apparently factual instances', sire . 

. : presented 'which prompts the author i tp argue, ' n mur.der should be made a Federal 

.. offense.^ Law enforcement in rural communities cone's in for considerable 

, . censure - B Is it' any-wonder- therefore, . that "persons w)io. 'have ’seen rural law ; ' . 

. ’ -enforcement. as-' she flies,; would .not be surprised at ail if Belle. Sannes, 

' (who killed 19 .people 20. years ago) . of ancient fame., should bob up almost any 
. - day . . . . ‘ ... i 

. );: ■ f .. . ghaFte^:' xil ^ •• ' ■■ ■ ■ :■ 

- ~ . PHIVATELY PRINTED '/ '•••. . ' '• . / .V. 

: The author redates how- a Federal, 'Agent ^ v> ho later.; turned out to be 

• >, ' - ; a Post .Of flee' Inspector, had . trailed' the seller:, of' obscene literature and . ' 

then couldn't prove interstate . transportation although he had rec e i ve ^ a 
the person was from New';York> He -is' quoted as saying , "it is a. violation of ' \ 

; . ^postal laws to send obscene literature -by; truck,, express,, huto or mail. F ; This 

of c'ourse'..is! not correct, bdt. since it ddes no.t. involve the .Bureau, no • recommendations 
’ are being niadei-'’ The Inspector, took dim; to a local' court where he' was; fitted / ., 
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f2’5»00 without' the Judge even looking at the evidence. The obscene' cartoon . 
books are' explained in detail on Page 277. The description of their contents 
couldn’t poesibly.be any more obscene' than if the cartoons were. reproduced 
cove ring everything from illicit relations, perversion and masturbation. The ’« • 

• 5 author says ’’■In. a two months investigation, with the. assistance of the Post ..." 

• . Office Department, ‘this writer readily' learned that obscenity is big business.” 

•Vj ;•••• A series of- captions on Sadistic Action' Views .are. reproduced on . 

. .Page .281. which are revolting. The author relates how Charles A. Lapp of the 
. / ; "National Association of Pain and Pleasure" was uncovered-. He also tells how 
. in the dead of night he /went , into the .Negro Section of Chicago agdinst the 
.advice of the Post Office Inspectors and bought pictures from a colored person* 

The author: failB to show whether arrests were made or Whether he reported .to:''.' ; 

■■ the. police. The case of Andrew Heyler is cited, who advertised for a helper and ..- . - 
• transported her over the country while he sold obxcene literature and- sex goods. 

. ..The contraceptive rackets likewise are discussed in detail with specific mention’ 

. of paraphernalia; that, is appalling.- Likewise, certain types, of perversion are ' V ’ 

; named, some by medical terms, others in cesspool terminology. 

: >”•' ' CHAPTER XIII ' • ; y. .. • y ' ;• 

'•/" ..." . ' - HOLD FOR OBSERVATION 1 v v"; ' . ' /■ : 

A psychiatrist, late, for dinner, brings with him a little black box. 

He has been to the police department to examine a prisoner. The box contained 
, implements belonging to a sadist and he was not making any wild guesses when 
• he referred to tens: of thousands of sex degenerates' in the United .States. 

Each year practically every city in the country has "drags” - "Fairy" meetings. . 
5,000 homosexuals annually attend. the New York "Crag" alone. The more conservative 
ones have so ' far opposed holding their meeting at Madison Square Garden. The 


• 




. ' police stand: by . to maintain 'order . Prisons : are •' breeding grounds of perversion. . . 

' >, There' is ..a .ray. of. hppe.>' ho;.v;ever» through, the actions of siich> men as Warden' • ’• •' 

.. ^Johnston of Alcatraz", Frank Ramsay of Missouri, Roy Best of Colorado' and , • ; ~ 

. Frank' Sain of Chicago. ■ f^any. night .clubs have" been forced, to put on acts by / 
Female Impersonators because of; ’the competition. The author, exposes the death . I 
of- George Henry^ Coover, who presumably, died of epilepSy in the Denver County . • ; 

in March, of 1938. . Carl Wells,:. a convict, ruled.: the jail. Within an J;.; 

• hour after Coover entered’; the Jail Wells tvas after. him committing sodomy on \ 
him. rupturing: his rectum. Lathr Wells' made the other boys ^Mland- jig" him.. 

Then Carl invented a game called "Hot Ass". Coover threatened to tell about the \ 
game... Wells beat him lip, he died .shortly thereafter. Perversion and ro.tteness .. 

• • has reached. .’the- point, ohere : the officer ’must poasess. a. knowledge of' "such \ v , : 
authorities’ on sex abnormalities as Kraf f t , _Eb e r ig , Mo 1 1 , Steckel, Bloch . and .. \ 
Wulff eh. ” The time .has come y;hen: every city should have- a . sex offense bureau. : 

‘ The author cites. other sex offense cases in’ the most intimate detail; . , The 

confession of Albert Iyer, the killer of three girls is quoted. This discussion 
closes with a' description, of. Necrophilism.; •• ... ; • •; ..*• ■ - 

" •'••• "•* . CtfiiPTER- XIV '/ 

' \ ’ WHY WORK. FOR PMMIES : V "‘0 . fj - ' ; . 

The iputhor Surveys' prostitution, ’its method .of control and-its effect' 

.'oh' present-day. social life.-. .Youngsters in their teens are pictured as. a. 
>;seemingly happy lot who have no conceptipn of what they are really. in for. Their 
philosophy is YWhy ; work for pennies when you can get dollars.” In- certain .. 
.'..-'instances ;the. author shows where one girl, who filled, dates .with over 300 men". •* 
in- a week netted. only seventeen cents per. man. Syndicated houses are a curse . 



; - V. ... that takes young gi(P|? ^nd wrecks them in six aonthsi^The; author ,;-is rather 
... intemperate in his treatment of the ‘churches; campaigns against "Red :Light ; 3 ;,. 

.'4 Districts." He- has women being .beaten, kicked, shouted at by good citizens', v' 

"including many so-called Men of God >, mauled by police," etc. Ba'^k in those ... 

■ : . days "the sex-minded minister never wanted- for a. subject." He could walk . 

' v. •; through the "Red Light District’’ atid "let his lack of conscience thereafter be 
. - . his. guide': in fiery, ■unchristian tirades from the pulpit concerning the. danger 
to our youth, -and. the sullying, of all womanhood unless these vile creatures 

• cpald'.feel the God-righteous wrath of all - good citizens.” This : is a -. statement - 

• ... that this reviewer believes is as far from the truth as some' of the author’s 

.statements are more, rotten than drippings from a cesspool and is bound to draw 
- fire. Certainly the fervor of the , old crusaders,.' it is believed, was hot ..- ...'-V '[ 

■ . . lacking, in sincerity, although it is admitted they were often, ill-advised. The • 

; . . author then goes oh • to' point out . that the good men drove- out the women ' 

"beat -them, cursed them and- kicked them. "I stood in- wonderment that .God 

would permit such f.irthy rats to parade the pulpits In His name." It is then 
pointed ..out that the divorce rate- in 1914 was 9,8 divorces for every 100 
marriages., in 1935* 1,6.4 for every 100 marriages. The conclusion la then 

• dratm bperha'ps. then,, whoredom didn’t, enter into the divobce picture st all,' 

. - and if it did, then the. .scattering of prostitutes out into every part of our 

.social . stbncture.. hash? tbrbuglit the. whpiesbme : effect predicted ; when those -eager - 
disciples'carriod out what they, blaiidiy; informed as were ^God’s. orders." ' 

• ; On Page 339 a- reference, is made to a statement taken from a Vihite ... *•' •: 

■ Slave; Case investigated, by the FBI referring to how- some prostitutes got. 

started. In one case the girl went to Shirley^ Kaminsky’s 'house in Baltimore .. 

, ' and another, went to Florence Reed’s house. ■ In another case San Francisco; . 




■ . is- referred to - as a wide open town where 4 pimp related hot? , girls are solicited 
The foraer movie actress in the Baltimore Khite Slave Traffic Act .Case is _ - * 

V referred to -as Claudette Fontaine. • A' reference ’.is made to ."evidence in, -the .• ' 

; • files of the FBI" showed she. quit, a job and went to rAtlahtiC City.. Portions • • 

of . her. statement ere. quoted with, the, introduction, "Her statement reads: • 

■ ... , .• * ; The. evils of 'prostitution today ere, evidenced.' by 250,000, new ’ syphilis •. ... . 

cases and' over a million new,' gonorrhea*.' cases annually. ?A. who re and a dowager , 

. look just the same, as "far., a’s •dress is. concerned; . . . ." it' is pointed cut in ; ,. 

... making the. .observation that : saeh first opposed, bobbed hair because 'prostitutes' "'••jYY;. 

'■ had their, hair:’ bobbed. "Present-day.' use' of Cosmetics and, for that -matter.* Y--Y - . ", 

• • present-day. ' frankness of speech', all’ are an -aftermath from whorehouse activities . 

; of years ago." 7 ;YYY ; . ..Y'-Y '•■ 7 -’ '. "• 

' . When the two-Steps -and the. waltz ; vanished, "tens - 6 f thousands -of rives' : 

were utterly, anased to'learn ho?/ riaihrally proficient at .dancing their husbands 
were."" And of course the men coulanH. confess, for jazs music, iiae. Turkey Trot' - : 

.. -v end= Bunny Hug had been a part of prostitution. In relatinb How little the girls 
- really receive and keep from prostitution the author quotes a tabulation made ' , C 
: . ' , from .a confession in -a. 'White- 3lave Case instituted by . the FBI. (Page 353) The .; ' 

confession' refers to. contributing $10. to a. Policeman' s Ball, and fl0,.to a 
Sheriff’s Picnic. , n?e girl says she stayed with: over 300 men in one week, 

• mostly Filipinos, Japanese* etc., "from farms around Sacramento. • 

. : \ J . ' On Page 36 O the author in referring 1 to how the prostitutes have • 

. . scattered,- yet working while the ^general run of populace'.is wholly, innocent of 

' their presence, where the .Chief of Police often .announces that. his town Is free' 

-■ of prostitutes and where .the no' longer militant church goes ab.,ut fighting Sunday 
,;"Y.mption picture shows, or Sunday benefits for the Girl of Boy Scouts or other 




r * , * 4 * •* 


; • . Sunday amusements that may 'interfere with gambling games' in,' the 'House' ,of Go .dot 
the,, total s' 'of the, collection plate., happily believing roeahnhile that there. 

. are nd more painted Jezebels. 0 The author then refers to the Connecticut 
. •. • White Slave Case: on Page 361 pointing out -that the gang -had a; total "monetary ' 

' return of more than ^5»000j000‘. n ; , According to our- records this figureeis'' 

■; ■■■■ estimated' at from $1> 500,000. to %2, f 000,000. ' ' Returning to •■the roadside 

. taverns the author enumerates several' names after stating "Here are some, names .. 

' . .’ ^hioh' are- to be. found -in. the reports of Special Agents. (Page 361) 

■ %'is' [chapter concludes v;ith ' the observation' that "fiery ministers , 

, • . . painted fictional pictures of innocent girls siezed; from' city sidewalks" as • 

; v there were 10,000 fake cases for. every legitimate one. * .• 

' REcO-MjDATiOHS -/ ' V. ‘‘ v' -V.-v^.. v-; ' ‘ 

; : . ’ Page 337 paragraph 1. The- second- sentence should. be. revised -to • . ' •: ; 

read* "The following Statements are hot, at all unuspal’l, ‘thus, deleting' the 
reference that'..' the statements were taken from W.S.T.A. 'Cases investigated by 
...the FBI. . / V :}' ' [. ' -Y.. ■; . r . y 

- ■ ‘ ' : • '.'••/• ■ Page 353> paragraph 1. The last sentence should be revised to delete • 

. the .reference, that' the confession quoted was from ?a‘ White Slave Case instituted 

.. by the FBI.. " ./.-/• ;■ ■ 

. Page 35 4> paragraph 1, line, 3. It' might be. Veil' to' delete the word 
"Sacramento" since the . statement; hints a collision- with the police and Sheriffs 
office. ' '.. .• ••'•y.-y. > v. 

Page 36l>, paragraph vp. - The- sentence beginning in line 3 should be 



: ' • reVieed t0 dsi ete. thj reference to the; namee of tavern S \quo.ted assaying been '^' V- 
v "found in the reports of Special Agents." l ' . 7 -;/,' ' - /. ; . f V' 

"• • V CHAPTER XV ■' • 

v. ■ . t . , . . . . ♦ *•’ ... 

___. FOR VALUE RECEIVER • ^ V';’ 'V; t ' 

• . The' author relates, some of the' conditions which are responsible' for 
the present-day vice situation. In the early 1$00*S' one of the , fables : con- 
• .cerriing White Slavery, relates to the ’ importation of immigrants and the public 
knowing little of the truth was- led to believe that every prostitute, was a virgin 
.lured or stolen from home. "Of bourse this wasn't the truth", which makes ■ ‘ 
'.neither -.’liars 'nor ..fakers of those who believed that any means nMch would end 
prostitution .wab ah honorable one. it is said that in the old days girls l ' 

'resorted to prostitution only as a last resort. Today this has' changed. “ : 
Prostitution and. gambling, are the top dispensers : of graft and corfuption. 

More than "two billion dollars' a year Are' paid out to, political parties, politicians, 
and political clubs,, city' and county and state officials, police, sheriffs, and 
constables. ..." . "There would : be little profit- in the, annual Policeman's Ball 
or the Sheriff's Picnic, were it not for the gamblers, and- the: prostitutes." The 
author estimates that 20$ out of .every f/PA dollar finds itself into the hands- 
of 'the underworld; Every .big shot -gangster in ..America has cast loving glances 
at Hollywood, but "the name of Buron Fitts has kept them away." Likewise it is 
observed that crooks wish Thomas E. 'DevJey' the. worst of. luck as they believe ’ •• 
without him they could make a clean up during the World’s Fair. . The author then • 
digresses into .gambling and says; "time was when the Catholic Church seemed : 

... to have a corner on games ' of chance. " He then goes on to point out that ■ . 

various clubs now go in for gambling resulting in competition. "Church 
gambling cut- into the profits . so greatly that the. bookies began to advertise 


. \ .... 




as.. heavily as the houses of God, ^ The author then, goes on to ref ex* to' church 
. ‘ - . , "Bingo Bights arid' how ministers' who have flayed gambling' from the pulpit .'a^.- • 

' : imps of satan look ’at gamblers .with a' smile' as they appear at the benefit on 

? '[ Bingo Night -with their equipment and are willing Ho work for Jesus on a per- • 

• V . centage basis." Coming back -to prostitution it is pointed out that' gambling 

■ and women make big .profits and that several criminals sought. by the. Special ' 

' Agents of the FBI, Secret SeWice, etc.-, were hidden by, prostitutes or were V ; 
tipped, off by hailots, He makes a brief reference to the conviction of Joe. 
laklin- and Dutch Ackers ah4lthe'n,.he-'.4ellB - the'- true 'story; /behiridr the capture. 

. ' • ; of Dillinger stating that Anna. Sage, was the part-time paramour' of -an 'influential 

•police officer. When. she attempted to deliver Dillinger; she went' to her old-time 
; paramour. . He ; refused .but put her in touch with another officer who -in turn 
' : , communicated with the FBI; Reference is made to. the Atlantic City Cage and a , 
portion of the Grand Jury's presentment y!ps 'quoted condemning public- officials 
-■ v.' ; . in Atlantic City. •' It is "pointed -but thgt- although many convictions were; obtained 
and the Grand Jury! s' presentment castigated local authorities there is no. record 
of the serenity of the local detectives who were accused of accepting, bribes 
'or of a .certain' official iiho' wanesaid to 'have banked §7,000. a week being dis-% '' 
;; turbed. There is .evexv highjacking of - prostitutes. The White Slave files of the 
• FBI are crammed with such instances where pimps have fought over girls. 

; ; Degeneracy today is a requisite 'of prostitutes. The madams even lecture upon. 

" • it at dinner time, and the perverts seek, to .convert .the new. girls .telling them 
■' - that Ho -be a two or three-way girl will make • them' money. One syndicate actually 
- ■ .has a young woman Hho.^ives -degeneracy lessons-. -The author traces the steps • 

• in the development of a prostitute j’ stating that virginity 'departs via charity " 




• . then ^irla accept ‘preeehts aiid this habit;. grows to .'.’1^e-'ppjnt..that if 'she is.'/--: 

; •• '. not given gifts- she asks for them, ..then she becomes a street. walker, s. call- - 
/'.’/’• house" girl, . a cocktail , bar whore’ etc. / May Schelble iS cited as "a first class-:.. . 

. . .bitch on wheels as . long as she has' police protection** • To obviate- the sen- . 

sational, an official statement is -quoted. The author then goes on to .State . ' . ; 

.• ///how May .kept her girls locked . in. ; The case of Lucille Malen is then cited.- 

. In. 1935 John V. Lewie of the United States Bureau of Revenue in •> ' 

• > San Francisco made' a series- of speeches'. resulting in- the investigation, in .'Sail . 

. Francisco* E. -W.' Atherton, a former Special Agent of the Bureau., is -referred/; . 

; v to as Conducting the investigation which died for the lack, of money. The • 

investigation s revealed a Police Commissioner who was indebted to a Sales. Bond 
' r. ... Broker. ' The report listed graft payments from prostitutes : as. $400,00.0. annually. • 
The President of .the Police Commission and the Mayor were accused of lack of ; 

' cooperation In the Investigation. ’OhUrchds .formed ' a /League of Decency to clean •. 

; ' out- ?whore chouses" and. Doily Fine a- madam, put up: bail' and skipped. V ' . . ' 

■ ./ V ,/- \/: \/v . /'CHAPTER XVI// ' /!/•: •' • . ' 

•. . ?;HITE SLAVE 193.9 . / ’:/•■' /.- '. , • 

There is a gruesome;, history in the l»hite Slave Files of - the FBI. . 

. Ordinarily once a girl gets in the' ra'cket she, is doomed. ' The case of Peggy, 

/the wife’ of Albert Rhymondi, a bootlegger, bears this out. . iv’ith Repeal, 

Raymond! started trafficking,, in women. Then came- a time, when he needed- one// • 
/ more, woman t6 fill' an order for Joe Saledoni's. Peggy turned "whore.” Diseased 

and broken , Albert brought another woman . to ttieir home to. liye ; with. . !ftien a 
murder- rap.. whi'ch' Albert /beat, broke him. '.Soon/after starting a nevi house/, the, 

. ' . FBI . moved . in . • . Raymondi soon . wen t to . prison . , ■ ' / '• 


■ t 



■ • Pitapdom flourished with the I'epool of Prohibition. do^p'e.ti tion " 

become. fierce. Perversion was the answer, with 'H£ ‘business, t&ctiee. take . ’ 
Jos Best for instance .-: eout to prison' by the FBI - ,his case ;"is culled .frptti , 

the files, of- the ;FBI” - ©ssehtlaily sn organiser he beceme a broker.' . Girls 
were swapped, sold,- traded and; pawned. Then there v^as . Joseph Ferfdra. & trainer 
of ** two-way, three-way and ’round the- world girls." : Soon' he -had a flourishing’' 

: business. .At the time of Ms conviction he owned a- yacht, two' Mg. cars and , : 
a fat bank account. He' estimated tie had bopkod over. a thousand perverted girls' 
in less than two years... ' ‘ ' : * .f ; ... 

: Girls, get pimps since it is iiecesssfy to sell' their cares. 'This, fe; 
-.done best througii. an agent, ‘ for although A girl ’’may be fully experienced in-' 
eexuM intercourse, she is an amateur at being eblo .. to find places in which to 
sell' it.” Iliis however, ie far-fetched, since the girls get little If nothing - 
the. pimps take it' all. ^There should be a Society.. for the- Suppression of 
.Cruelty to Whores...’.'." That such an orgoalaatio;/ lb noaded is .proven by 
"excerpts from actual cRsesunhd official memoranda Mghtpresant the picture 
■‘■a bit better} there are thousands to' choose from." Several quoted are cited 
from Bureau cases. The author expresses- "the hope that many sen of .riches, 
whose names are found in "little Black Books" in such places as ?4ay Schsiblp’s, 
.Shirley Kaminsky'S, Ardell §uinb.’8 Lucilld balin' a Blanche Welch's, and. . • 
other favorite playgrounds .of -.jaw makers etc. , will not be. disconcerted in 
knowing that many of the' girls who h&vo worked in these -places are not of the.- 
socially elect "even in whoredo.ii . " . Ninety per cent of the girls are dope . 
addicts and Are subjected to Indescribable cruelty. The.. case of Belmont' •; 




'Richardson' is. Cited .who. With his wife was sentenced to. .life imprisohinsni- 
following theldeath. of : a'.prostitute. The poor girl Was scalded 1 to death' - . . . ; • 
portions- of flesh fell from her body.' : ; In discussing the rbtteness of. this- 
subject matter of his .inquiry 1 -, and ; the fierce competition .-'between, pl-nps the; - 
"author reminds . the .reader,'.; f'tMs bpoK' ck^. predicated upon a letter , from a 
"Wide-eyed .yroung; thing who . wrote to J.: Edgar Hoover, • protesting against .such ' .V- 
things as. White Slave raids. " Had.rthe Writer only 'known j it would hot have •’ .- 
been necessary to spend months : in. research for only ..ra few feet away "in a , 
memorandum upon .the outcome of a recent Vi.SiT.A. - Case” v a3 a. "Special 'Agent’s • " 
summation which, would, have covered- the Whole matter." Then follows a quotation 
describing the victim 'in a case. -All -of the- instances mentioned herein ;-v -.> 
resiiLted from the'' Connecticut ;J?hite. Slave- Case.; : •••''•. '• i 

■""'■•’V '■ CHAPTER till ' : •* } v'vV- f:' V.’, 1 

.- ' V • i ■ SO. WHAT?' ‘ 'v; 

• The author suauaariKes his-book in the concluding chapter. in a most 

; excellent- manneri ; -His- grasp of the subject and. analysis of the whole, are. 
sound and .certainly this chapter ..is... the highlight of the , book. . So many 
excellent', observations .appear' therein that they are being set forth in outline . 
form. It. should- be pointed out that with the exception of .urging certain •• 
legislation, the author is echoing the Director’s views and principles which : 
he has enunciated over a period of years.:. , \ • . . ' • V • . • 

Since women' are responsible for. many of the existing conditions, ■ 

It should be.the'duty. of all .T/omeri to .seek to ".provide a remedy. . 

■ , Public opinion can create -all the' laws , in the world but it must 

provide for the machinery for their administration; This opinion brought' /. 
in The Harrison Anti Narcotic Act and also the Prohibition Act which failed. 

Drug, addiction is at its lowest ebb - ‘4 to 1.00,0. (Anelinger) _ 


I 




' • The probieia of any .social '•disorder is that it be recognized. as an:, ; : - 
. ovil. Thus teany of the unfavorable items enumerated in this book are. the' ■-■/.",* 

/ ; average American- ’»ohan' s responsibility. • ’ ■ 

A parental’ duty , is that of guarding their children gainst the ' .;, • ■ •/•. 

' influences which may 'affect' their lives in raomerits of emotional stress or'-. : 

. dizziness.. A. great danger in parental laxity is. that it- offers' an alibi'.'/ 3-..:’;’ , , 

1 Through the juvenile authorities an effort, should be made td/remove the : ■ ;•/''• 

■ '. .'• alibis, .v. ■ /• , .... / • - •' •■•'.•• •- / .-p, • . ;. ;i 

. A new juvenile set-up is needed - the old one hasfniled.:’ Juvenile: 

. courts should • work in closer .’harmony- with Crime Prevention. Bureaus. /More of.. ‘ . 

ofir cities should follow:. the clear thinking of such experts as August. Vollmer ... / • 

• or Chief 0. W. Wilson. Police departments are going in ' for Mass .Play hoping /.- . . 

‘ . • vaguely to accomplish thb. ir aims.. There is no place "for politics’ "‘in any branch : 

of juvenile work. . . .’ .’/•'-' .;'"• '••_ •/. •.••.' ' ' , , •/' '" ’•'■'■ • ... 

Women should take more: interest in the' Dine and Dance type of ■ .w,-.;. . ... 

establishments. " . ■. : . ; 

If the liquor business were -as. righteous,. as it pretends it'would '• ' . 
eliminate, many of ' the ex-gangsters who are now salesmen. With the exception 
of Gene -Tunney their speeches are. insincere. Absolute rigidity! in maintaining • 

: a non-drinking period before 21 :\vould accomplish results in eliminating bootleg 
>.:• pi-dducts. There' should be an- earnest inquiry into' the use of sex ae 'an- urge to ' 

■ . ... drinking. • • ' . . ''' . ' • '• ■ ' V' : ‘ : 

•; . .95$ of the . taxi dance halls could 'be wiped ' out over night -with 

little loss to. anyone except Filipinos who like whiter girls. 

More and better equipped State ■•Police' Department's of greater porSonnel .. . 
and wider latitude of jurisdiction would make the youth problem' less serious. ■■ • .' 

.••■ . • This, would do away with corrupt, arid inefficient law enforcement .in ( small towns. 

4 : . The inefficient sheriff should -be wiped' out. ' • ' • * . .• ■ .. ' 

. • •: ^- Persons seeking, state automobile licenses should be fingerprinted or 

■ interstate Federal licenses .-should, be inaugurated. -'• •/' - '.•• ' •■’•,. 

■ ... •' ‘ . Murder Should be a Federal v off ease. 'Murderers who are free today . 

would not have escaped' the.- rap if : the evidence had. been assembled bysuch.aii. ' 

. organization as the FBI. ‘If Bank Robbery is. a Federal offense then there is ':• •', 

a 'greater' • reason why murder should likewise by a Federal violation. The . • . ., 

. : author admits that the Bank Robber, has • become almost s,s extinct' as the Dodo 

since the, passage of the -.Federal-, Bank Robbery Act. „• ’.../ .; ; • •;•: ... _ . . 7 

'. There, is &n urgent need for.. new' obscenity laws. The postal, regulations 
. should be broadened allowing the Post Office Inspectors :to. function and' should , . 
be .given Sufficiently vdde latitude so that no magazine should be .allowed, to . 

' . ..print. ads for snappy pictures etc. ;,. .: ,•: • -•' • ' ■/> . . .• : •;■ •• • " '•• : 
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.► ' ille County Jail with the ' Constable and; the Sheriff tfhould.be cast 

- • Into oblivion. ; The author devotes two pages '.to eulogizing Warden Frank 
Sain- of '.the Cook- -County Jail. • 


*'• If'*_'toUri.St ..satiips are to ..continue as assignation houses they Should • 

■ be labeled as such and so regarded. ' ' 

' . States should license contraceptive sales. , . 

. Marriage : licenses should operate only under the. strictest of Federal ; 
.supervision. ' ' >\ V-'-:- v-. • 

' Degeneracy warrants national, attention as well as syphilis. This 
• is a matter that should be gone into more thoroughly- by medical men and -in. a 
more scientific manner . . In one .Los Angeles case . the psychiatrists took a ’ 

... suspect into a back room and after he had made him undress ordered an officer ■ 
to "put thi3 artificial set of male sexual organs with the rest of the evidence. 11 
. . This Roman had played the role of .husband for years and the other spouse v/a& 
not cognisant that her spouse, was • "Spurious. "'..v ; : . . . 

' There should be a central' Sex Offense Bureau.' in Washington, with 
State Bureaus. ,.'J .-!• v. ; . '1 ‘ ; •. V . ; - 

' .Parole .should be improved, upon. , Bright 'spots have appeared in’ 
the parole picture. . Missouri under Governor Stark and Director Robert C. 

Edson have revamped their entire parole and. pardon system. 

. Every' law enforcement agency in America is crippled because of.'- : 

insufficient funds. Politics . should take a back. seat insofar as solving crime 
problems are concerned. . : , . • . . - • '?• • 

' - ' The United States Government should have, and exercise the power of 
questioning crooks as to their source of income instead of entering into . 

. . collusion with criminals. Federal employees , have ■' n<? other discretion- than . 
to obey the law, "just as the identity of . the worst of murderers is wholly 
safe within the realms of Social Security.’ . " 

The church ■ should make some heroic attempts to regain respect - ', 
and this cannot be done by indulging in common gambling. 

■_ i .-' Prostitution should be Segregated and brought under strict ’ 

' regulation.’ . ■ /, : : ; •• . . .. 
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Miss Helen 1* Tsronbly ■ . ’ ' . • 

'Director'; 

Division of Women’s and Professional ? 

... Projects 

Works Progress Administration 
142 Hi#i Street 

Portland, mine ,V " . i 





Dear dies Tswwabiyi 


I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
dated February 18* 1939* expressing your desire to 
transcribe into Braille the article entitled "The 
King of Bandits” which appeared in the June, 1938, 
issue of American Magazine. • . 

It will be entirely satisfactory tTith m for 
you to. transcribe this article. However, it will 
be necessary for you to secure the permission of 
Ur* Sumner Blossom, '■ Editor, American Magazine, 250 
Park Avenue, Dew York City* ■ 


With best vdshes and kind regards. 


: Sincerely yours. 


Mr. Tdl8on*.t t 

Mr. Nathan j 

Mr. E' Ai Tamm..... 
Mi-. Ctetfg .if ' 

Mr. Coffey , 

CroWl. . 

Mr; Egan 

Mr: ttordvort!* 

Mr; f Ola Vin 

Air. Rarbo : 

for. Lester.. .... 

Mn Moltitlre...., 

Mr. Nicfeols..J... ... H 

Mr. Quinn Temm...i 
Mc/’Trac^.i.v.. ...... 

fetor Gandy;....:..*' • 



• John Edgar Hoover ; ; 
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- oy o; ' ^ "y^ / February. 24* 1939' . 


Er« Sumner Blossom' '• . ... ' : =. .. . • - '& 

'Suitor . . ; ' ..- v , 

American Kagaeine . .v . ; ' -J"'- •' “ 

250 Park Avenue *. 

New York,. Wen York V . > 


Dear KT Blossoms . 

.2 am. ; enclosing a copy; of a letter 
which I have received from Miss Helen I* , ; 

Tuonbly, Director, Division of Women* s and 
Professional Projects, Works Progress 
Administration, 142 High Street, Portland, 
Maine. I have advised Miss Tnos&ly that 
I had no objection to her transcribing the 
article (t The King of Bandits” \7hich appeared . 
in the June, 193§ s American Magazine into 
Braille, however, it would be necessary to 
secure your permission*. . • 


. Sincerely yours. 





JOHN C. FITZGERALD 

ADMINISTRATOR 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 
~ OF“MAINE 

142 HIGH STREET 

Portland, Maine 
February 18, 1939 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 




New York, N. Y. ^ 0 , \S ^ &£&■ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The Works Progress Administration is 
conducting a project -which transcribes current 
fiction into Braille to be read byjjthe Blind. 

These books are to be given to the'jr Maine Institute 
for the Blind in Portland, Maine, and are “tcTbe 
used by the people “in’ that institution as well 
as to be sent to the Blind throughout the State. 

Wei are writing for permi^ion to tran- 
scribe into/jBraille your story THEtKING OF BANDITS 
which appeared in the June 1938 is'sue of theffftmericon 
Magazine. ~ 

We would appreciate a reply from you con- 
cerning the above at your earliest convenience, and 
we are enclosing an addressed envelope for your reply. 

Yours very truly. 


Mr. TolBonj* 
Mr. Nathan . 


I Mr. E. A. Tamm. 


Mr. Clegcj i 

Mr. Ccrtv .. r | 

Mr. Crrwl | 

Mr. Ega-i | 

Lir. Srsrvc.rifc 1 




[ Kr. L& 

I Mr. SCcInttrel 


J Mr, Nichols 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. Tracy -i— >.-l - 

j Miss Gatdy...*... 


JOHN C ^FITZGERALD 
Administrator 




Works Progress Administration 
of Maine 
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Dir. Women’s Projects 
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X m eaclooipg for 'tfovr' inf oration a comJoi ■'• ,". :•••;• 

. a letter stiles 1 r^o£ife& £&xa Wupp Uolon , 

• I3ircotor , /ftivisiioa of a imd 'Ptofo&aloml ''m>4ce$§#' ' 

; TTorko Progress Ada&aiofci^iiem* l42 Si,g&' Street, Portland,,: ./. 
LStinOj requesting porniooion to transcribe into graillo \ • 
tho ortiolo ‘‘Tho iiing -of Bandlto 11 ‘wMeft ' appeared- in the . ' 

J , anQ s 1938*' Ideue of tooriean Pagasiao. Xft acknowledging , . ■; 
Uioo. Tuopbl^* g- lotto? X Gdviocd bo? tb&t it tmuM bo .. •••'• 
,»GQOS0Orp to Qtffl&Q the, popd&eslon of TP* '^cgife3MBl ooejis> a 
Editor of Anericsra .Tagasina, altJjongh ao fa? as i .crao . • , ■ . 
concerned thcra mo no objection to transcribing %ho •....; 
..'article* . ••• . ,: ! .'. ■ . :;. ; •'• ' . >'•■;•' . 

' Xbero • is also onolos# afloopy ot,a lotto? trhleh t , • 
have rceoived f?©3 fir*. pGraandoldo Miranda* Attornt^ of - 
tbo 'Ecgwbl&c*. goura* Partial, ohsroia you oil! noto bo ■ 
requests poroiooioa to" translate ^Poroono $a Hiding 
.into forta^ecca* 'Sa •ae|cao»ld^Li5^ • &r * do ^randa^o lotto? 

X adviced hiei that X.'saa aoa&iftg. a copy. ofbl s lotto? to 
t3*> John AilSGsd^ pieo ProcMeni* Httlo> . Brewn .and Company > . 
oM that \mdonbiod2y ho would hear fron !P*-'Rca4 ia the : 
|£utur0.- X thongbt .you cs%at bo .iatdroeted in ihoGCM •, . 
ittoroj particularly the an© request log pourdoaloa 
later n PO?Gono. IS Hiding iat®. Portuguese* ; *•"' '. 
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• Xjith boob tjiibob ;b© don : ... /• • 

■' •’ • ■ "; . StoJ^oly youyoj '.,. 

; ': : •'.’ ' . ’• ' .- ', ■ ' John Edgar Hoover . • '■ • ; 
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M r , J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Mr, Hoovers / / 

Thank you for sending us a cody of the 
letter from Miss HelenT^woinbjly, of Portland,v/2aine. 

As you have no objections to the use of " The/ f^ing of 
Bandits, we are telling her\ that it is all right with 
us~ to tr an scribe the piece into Braille provided the 
usual credit is given. 

* 

\ 

Sincerely yours. 


MH:G 
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. JOHN EpGAR . HOOVER 
director 


LAH:VG 


• » 

Wefterai iBurrait of Inuraflgatiort 
Urriteii §tatra Brpartmrnt of Kuattco 
IBaafjmgton, 5L (£. 

June. 7, .1938. 

" MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR i 



Af There are attached copies of a lecture entitled 
"Th&pLaw Enforcement Officers* Relations with the Press", 
delivered by Mr. Courtney. Ryley Cooper on January 15, 1937. 

The original transcript has been transmitted to 
Miss Beahm, of the D irector's Office^ and several copies 
are being retained in the Training Division files. 


Respectfully, 






WZ I&T7 BMPeafeETO OFPISBBS* ■ heiatioib lith THE PRESS ! ;'■* 

•'V delivered hgr pRi CftSSBEX mWX' c&S?! 

. ■ Jarnaiy 15, '1937* 



v I t^ii tell you right how tMS: isn’t going to be a lecture ~ : 
, we’ll all go into the kitchen and take our hedr dot*}* '®$hat is, you 
' can if i can’t , 0 But this ; thing .i*»\ important. It is highly im- . 
portent,, when you consider a case like the Oattson case •: where.-: the 
constant concentration of nempaper men about the. home of the kid- 
naped ^victim, the insistent watchfulness, the incessant trail of' . 
officers ■ they go here, there and the other place, the necessity... 
of attempting to get a contact with a dangerous and vicious -kidnaper 



and killer, against the surveillance of that in this and other in-’ 

. stances became a type of public epecgr ; think it is highly important 

that a han should tacw/every possible means of ecsabating these that ^ 
we call these swell old newspaper beys.' , •. • V •:"/:• . 

• : . Yes, I.used to be a newspaper ©an nyself, but a- newspaper man . 

. can be of service and of greater serviee or he can be the worst -enemy 
: of law cnforeeoent that exists. • You .isitsi realize, you Mist remember .. . 

X asa simply talking . as a newspaper man who knows the other angle of 
■ you must keep always in ydur .mentality the fact that when you . 

talk to a newspaper' rash you, talk to a potential, inf oraation book to ' :• 


the criminal World. You. talk to the broadcaster who may give, the jaan 
you* are seeking the information that you are risking your .life to keep ; • :J 


from him, 

l t '. 



r *£?< 




‘«C330 




»• g6od example of . this that one. day Mr.- Machine 'Gun Tfellyy - .; ; 

kaopn in; the ';’Btoreau': hero 'as.^Pdp Gim:Kel3y ra i' eame into, Eiioxii , ■ ■' /.v' 
^■Mississippi.' ■ It trass' a nice* quiet' place^ spahish moss' hanging" dean > y' 
. from the tiees; evei^thing lovely ~» : gopda cools spot ~r @s the 

EXTS&'™ Ke lly ^ ._ ■ ' 

.■ tbia'P-, M.t urere Shouted. : .Estra* \3Esctfay Extra*'' Machine; Gun .’Keller 
did&Jt. Stay Ip MloqSiV : /:• . ’ •' k’ •_• ' ' •. ' : •• '■•''' '• "•. ' ••• 


. v •. that racy. he .just an ' incident to.;$&e- average poison that , / ,'yM 
v beard about it. : Tothe law eilfoycexent jaeny'tb the, sheriffs, police- . ■ 


. ; case of John Mll'ingey* nhere: earefulplans 'had been made. 

." .' : ' for.' the' arrest of Blllingertrhen heshorjed atthe ‘office of a certain-' '• - 

. '■ rdoctor — those plaee . trere fruotrated hy the fast,' that the , netrspspers ~ • c\ ' ' 
,. ■ announced the. fact- that if -Dillinger treat" to the Doctor^ office, he ' 

■ troixld be arrested.- .Ofcopyse, Dillih^er --didnH go to ."the-. Doctor *&"■ '■'' '-'V-'- ■'■' ..V 
'■:.- ;• . 'Office'.-.' Therefore* I sqy as ycratrell eue*y\ time "you '.arrest- or • ,v.,y 

.- . „ - ' ■. get . m .® e^e ,o£ a find; 'hijs “apartment 'VV..' 

- - littered oith newspapers.;. ’lie' as bis in- . / 

■/> ' forming Agent.'" Tou have your infox^^cp v 4i^''-'hh. has his , in- every'- M 

edition of the 'newspaper. IJeo, v h3t^een,.)^'.S^'.the'. necfSpaper -- feetneen-’ .' ' . « ■ 
you ,and : the 'newspaper there exists -that clue hy which these things ' , ' ■ j \ 

;• . occurs ./and’ strangely enough; the asn' ■oho' often thwarts. - you. in' getting " /' • : .- - 













>'"■ y<^? r er5aiml:' is. : can -bh, On© of ‘ your greatest 

:. aids in catching ;toiisu .•> Strangely enough he is a; person; of exactly-. 

■ ■ ; .the -smie psychology. • • Ee' hasa- to; a large degree, the sase’ mentality. 

Ee has been, trailed in' : .th© -S£S>@ in ubieh^ycra-.- hSTO been trained;. ; 
Be is ah expert in- the picking up-;, of: of enfrdened. 'ahd enveloping 

; then together, '.not i.-'in. a case gainst a man, hat- for a' cgse in a stoxy. ' 
i hes^fpre, >pa trorh along the sesis lines and it --n^;'tp-yq | d''£is lenv 


• ■ "- enf oreenent Meh ta nse this .person to your can ends. - '. 

\ ■' - -If .I.Eay. ■'becoEie personal for a-radhent, there t?as a Iddnaping ' 

/•- ",i& Tacoma- end 1 happened, to’ be - there'as 'a.nsospaper and' the neps- ’ 

- • V paper' gang tras rather ■ wild., -'They ;h©re a fiendish hunch of nous hounds 




„■ ■' ■oho respected the : feelings of no one; They didn’t care, that a ’boy ,- . 

v.-'- had heen kidnaped- as htEan' beings,'' th^.casred,'.'^. yes^as nerapapsr: men,, • 

■ •’.hat'.as 'nansp^>er'.B^n ; $Vueahft’'wthi^ at all. She- thole .thing ; / - 

■ ■: \.- ; tjcs a story, they here on the peeks ' - df :eyhr^"?Sdersi. • teaa oh the job. V '• . ; 

-_ ' One - of ’ 1 - them fcappens.vto;b3 here -r* Hr.: /Fallon, ' and it uas. Fallon's his- .- - v; 

fortune , to be placed in a position phero he had to be the contact can ' 

. between : the Bureeh;.and the neuspaper nen. . He said tone, 0 Shis is .the;.';-;.. 

; ' . '• ■■ f irst tiitie l' haw. ever. , tried aky^ing of this kind. That ca I to do?° y V’’. ' 

X said> exy oh their .;Shouidet^ a .piiit the. human elements, ; \ . ••:•..■ 

-- . ; • : .. into it, hake. - them -'.realise that yon "are : akuraan being' uith thesame ' ...'.• 

• - beliefs, -desires .^d'-responsihi,lities'i'' S^- t.o theai '’you don’t rant' " 

- to got fired,, doj you? Yon hoiildn^t like to ^ have your job taken from .. . ’ - 



,.<v 








" , / mde^you* wouldycra? es. in ' the asps position. . X don’t •„• 

busipeef * v Ml* X 1 hjMd *; '$6 that If .. 
[- I telle S- losG sy ^ob.. ' You don’t, want me tolose oy'^ob. . Celia .I.\. 

' aa thinking abont ggr job. /■ Xoia Sretaot going t© take that'aay froa .: .. '> 


•ne 5 e 


r fine. 0 ' 


t \ ' * s - 
*. i. ' ■ 


. ‘ ’-v,.';. ■Tbsr® -&&. a peeessitgr always of fcoilding np that- i^rsonaX ©qnasion- .’ 

of' taking theo. into 


r . ' tjwfr to teJD. t&ga. >*** of •■ pot. into iafoJosnta against.. •••• ’ •■■; 

'■jm 9 bat tof yon,.:’ fhe- wise, .law enfo yseaGnt Agent', with his newspaper. .- 
/ • /■.' &&& ssyo'thi&s 'X©ok .here# .' yon are not going to'ImocZ? this ;.'V - 

' ' .ease out rnidot ^ feet ohen it is.-bi3ilt up.there' to. each and.', 

>.’♦ stash 4 'plaeev- 'Bayba os. eon ciisap ;doi?a aft .this '-guy-..--- ® eah’tV 

•• ■': •: : I m not slipping . cs^r esselnsi'ae- staff to ci^bo^ bocaese X een’t... . "' ... ., 

: v’ V; tsiat results ■ : ; ; 

• • .in .the eapt'Qre of tSiis 'ijimji'I Iiaw -the rights to give' you ' the break . 'V 


. 't 


' on, this stozy.° . ilnd the. break on a story today ncans anything f rop '. 
ten aimtes to lialf an- hoe?’; r are geared, tip to Ouch . • '• _• • 

' a." speed that • the newspaper of today lilies . .the -fire! ;of- ; toecar?oc?y_ : Shat ' •- : 

v ’ • ' ., ' :.hes..,bsen' ©hnnged to .tiis ssyiag/that the newspaper of .ten o’cloekis ■' 

.. k.'encibnt-^sio^ .'.Jfee^e'foreiVfiis P&ey*'# b?$ak'©£.ten ; 

;.; .'. '•■'] • aisxate& is . a 'great deal ,to netrspfeper cen ia'la^ge cities'and it is. •; . 

:.. • . ; p#feotiy the range of nay law enforceaent can-, to 'cske .-that •kind-,’; •; 


of a 


.aen 


are 


’• : • ‘it*-' 





? "'..going ^tcy .■ the- ;^o4' ’pif ; ^p©iafe©sit # ; -bat pbsneber jo's 1 start ; gi viztg. 

";-* J ••••”.!, W •••/•/•'••:, ' '. : .;• j: v',-.'.’-.; .. 

'-heselusiTC nebs -'to- ©n&Mon ';sr® 'fjogooftted'. and you 

‘*V dccn ©p yoa- eiid ginming; 

, ~ £qT: yea ..to. breafe :a Story -fron under .* dt?£fzsi^: .- * .- 

:;■;' get. V It' ts.'aiasyO' aecessefy. to cy Ciiadj in any .kind of. situation' V :, 
'. . ; Siibbieh there. a^' v: opi>bsiag' ibsCGB ' to. realise ; ^tbat ; tb^e/oppesipg. .’- /.•’•’ ; 

.: •-'•ifesrees. ay©. not ’ .villains .;.*-* .'that ' they are.; not activated ; by q desire. 



pibt'revpage pr : bh$thing;.Qft^ are essentostially 

Is^en' bsin^i detain ■tMng ’chlch driueo oat all' • v 1 ■ v-x- : .', 

; ; - •.; other : thcughte- frpn- their 0&il».:/ "fjchs ' mx^pkips?' mis? ve '; till, ©ay 'oh. a / ; • . • - • '- '. v , 
''carder; ^e^,©'edheeatrat^a.hpon . faot 'th.at’.'if .^12©--V"'-:'.''-: -Vi/h ; . 

.; . office v4.th. the inside '.story .'on- that esse* then fee bo.eor.es a little ' '•'. 


.flrcel.ih’hfe, job,.- eyei^thin^; i .oith ail ■ of -Tja. goes hack : ’ -.•*.• «•••:. 

to:.bne,ebsenticX thing eee^tjsr ~r*vtha. ' 3®b* <?us? . bo®©* the. caring •= ■ i ;i- ,'v, . 


•for ©or. responsibilities. ; . 




so that. he; caa!.^-.iior#'shr9 : bf being: ;able. to’ 1 bend. his'.isids. to schools 
. '. . to hate 'fbel oa. the. table and fa dress* : she.' t'anto cr.. ;•.;•. ■■ ;‘V 

• . a . .presents. forth©. girl he. la 'running :ar©'i^',ti^i.;.''^cfe tjfcsn -"he. realises jr'" ,V; !• , ; ;' 
'•_•• .,•'. .that you hate a "job*- 'that you' havoresponsiMMtioSs'..t^iat'yc^ havQ' .•...b\i;i.y. 

'.. '’the ■aeeesbit5 r of ^ -asc.teapilsM.ng bhihge so that yoorjob laay he'" seeure* , ' ,. ; ':V’'. "-’ 

•'■'■ - ", V : then you;, get upon a ■letter .'.basis, of uaaderst^adisgs and it is highly . . ;'. ■•■'' ; : v 

; ; ';;■■• .". easenttal that.' this .unde rot ending ;bi earried; cat to the ! onth ! degree s A';. 

•. 'the»3;'beh - ..-te ©'•rie^nfeldas- moim%: abhlehe* '. 

•.;'•'■■ '"•. gent tetobeh'^ ^ahd^ ^through the.,eeabiiiatioa of .the lo»' enforcfeent agent •,•.’ \ ; '.•'•; 




■ ^ ^ .- '-^A ’>’ ■ ;v ^rr ■ : : V '■ : ^ ■ V. ’ -v’ ■• V ;, 'o •- • •, : :*' ’. 

r; :' and the newspaper sxd tMt essmoi be dene fcy eerely making frlendo ■■•;«. •.:• . ; ; ■ ; -.' 

•/ • cith:a fen ^•jcK'to^s bcsGysG in the ' last analysis* all’ tfca reporter ;.-• \ 

■ 'doss is bring a 'siojtgr'.ia to the nowapkipsf and ii-is tip to scadone ’ . . . ; - '• .... 

•. else to esgr whether. that story shall os?, shop, net he- printed. it • ■■ ; : - ■ 

, is tip to that -.someone to -dseid© soother. the- persona behind’ tiwt dtory ; '■•/ .. 
are fair .is hhasa relations s' .■'fh© Danaging Editor sits at his desk. . \j; '-■• 

:• He has got to rolX ©at; these papers edition' aftef - edition j,. .sed- streamer ’ 

• . heads* h®? aake^pa .this; that . and. th© other ; thing. •' So, it -means nothing - ' ••, >.••.’.• 

, to.'-hia .Shat • ^£S4^''jp^s'- i& : : *%m end . it means, nothing to- 
him that Qffieer .«Jdnes nay lose Ms ioh ,ii ; h© dpzmH got- this ■ can. • • 7‘" 

file Managing 'Editor .doosalt ' sp© : then*; doesn’t : .knot7. . then and it is ' , •»;. '■ 

.; 3ust .so ‘isGch’ ’gossip te.,Ma. :. ^e's^fore*; it' is necessary that the - •'■• ; ./ ’ 

‘ 'is? ®nfdrc®eat' -4g^-’pl<^\thQt.:Qah6gi^ 'Editor £Edb@ spre that ■'. '• ’...•' . \ ’ 
the 'managing editor Idioms.’' his proMemsy.and ‘again this is rhere the . ' ; , , 

• ■;-• eearaon p%cholo^.. Comes into being-, m- y«s* are, both ' fnndaDsataily^ 

■ the- seme type of , person. . •• ton haw in the neespaper men: --. he : goes - . •' ” • .... '• 
into Ms business thrtragh -the' Workings of a certain part of '.his ego ; ' ‘ ; ; • ■; 

. , nMch' giTOs' him: a .desire to. stand "ott.;. &&■ lad enforcement igent,.- 

■ ■; 'nhea you get right dopn to it*: is., also ©ehpallcd through .tha-t sam©'. : •; .-.-V 
•• thing*. the authority often is 'a Tallng. iapalsG vjiiha ItcJ enforoGirenfc .'•■■"• 

’• lg©iit iron, the 'time then’ he is -a. bt§?. '.^hat.-do ypa't?anb,tQ/h3 shea v .< 

/ ’ yon gfec? up ? 13 ; mnt to bo a pblieeriaa..^;’ Yo© say 'forget it^ ■ It . . . ?. .• . 

■ tiSy, bssbme ■&■ otbsonselous thba^itj ..nevertheleSSi it; exists .. fhe Usaagii^ 

••• . Editor is a raa r.ho can be £i‘ r a!iened to enthESiastio support to yoar ’■ ■ ; 

, probleM ^ t to your tjorka through the building of fSEdliarity tTith that ; ' 







• y 





. ^ *;>. /v V J -;. 


t’ 


. . -V *1 ' 


, ■ V* : . • 1 ... 


, A, . , 


' . . V' 


•‘;*x3icia^ • dangers ; t&ich' exist if ... ' >’ 

.. ‘yoar Vc?o?k' is; nofc s^pporfced. ; -los' will’ find .that in chary city that'' : ' *’ ■■ ;'■•• 

■ has: et^letsv'l^r eaf orcesienV 'tiiSra will als© ha- a oonplets under- ' :’• '..' /■ 


i.fcs trees' the. 




' . \ 4 ?-V--$6 have 'a'tfity^ i'cr iaStaacSi, Colorado Springs-* vliere perhaps . ;■ ■ - 

.there aif© Qore./ialliioaaires ecacentrated than’ la- ai^ otfcfePv -t<waa !.*?£ ; 
of its 'pdpula^oh,in : '%^iea.V-,^is City* "in ^>ito of this' trecendoas ’• ' 

. c.aaeantratioa' of. T-realth* neat through' xrhat' yoa oight .call the '• 
•;.lridneirt^- dshgorcias 'sidk ; '*r-r : that of •&.'plaii. trhieho '.v;-.. . v 
• uas . ddt ' part -of the. Kellys • to kidnap, I3x* ; : tagner* ’ '' ,-' 
the oil' tjaghe.t.^,' it. i?as largsiy due to elesnesa of Colorado Springs^ '•- i -. 




iasgdiy'- that Chief Harper .has pads it Kis business . 

* for 'a 'great many -years, as trail as Dads’ Drace* ths head Of 'the : Detective* • .' 
-to go. ^ to Editor, end'-thd^cci^'ro- of .the Eerjspapsrs- in a V '•'* 

• ■'constant' ddnpsiga -of --.first' of eduGaticsi. sad. thsii of -keeping: that eda- . " r l - 

cation aliWsd. that;’ the- ^ Mfra^pers ia that- Cit^r 'lihd . : !^'(^4e; : Sa .active '•• 

,; part , of lacr. ; enforeeneBtv.-.£i it is nscessasy to. coneeal eertain facts' •. .’■ . 
: aboist a' ease* ' the. Chief ' dill go .to the.' henspapsrs* sit ddita ditlj''the .. 'I >' : 
-managing* editpr-'and .say*- os* v he re , } s. r,i§r , ve p -y© got id: keep, this' thing . 

- qoiet .^ . . °ilere } s , ohy 4 D -^. aid daeia yen. say that- to a newspaper aan tlth '. - 

•. yea .place upon him a respohaibility. 

'..t^ch;'.10S:.^iess not like, to.aasuae., ..-lhat;is 4 .'-he doss apt like 1 to ^stEaie/Vv 
•'. the^bl^e. -for, lebing a' dri^n^ if; its is' told t)3f orehahd -that . ha is. < . 0 

-. soV ; 2 .. v' .-.' 




tscjgtet, tte trust ■&&$ .aith- nhaa.'i' have cstablis&siS'a- basis of .under** ;•' ’ .- 
standing .and -of' liq^^tyV®^^of' : hoass^ «snS I $s&a : P&aote* here* : % . ;.A7-' 


'vs', a^sr' :gois3g to surround this house -tonight, at ton o 8 clock. .1 sm • ••••' 

' ;■ : going g%v$ fyctt.'^e on - this, Gt©^ a vend'.i&e ..tip Just. as scon . _ ' . ; ... 

; : as X pan^teat I j^st eanH baue-aay aecspaps? meii Msigiag srouM ’ ••■". 

V X -'but ^re-'for tMs tee&pni', '&&»'■ various places tfoere. • ’ 

; ' ' ' ■ sx-e four or . f ive .people that X- ©S preiiy .su^. a^ Mssd up tJifch tins - ’ ' v 

:. •• :. :. : -. -group*. -If ^’•■donH/'-wbrk^ia 'absolute ceeroey v® mfe going ’ to Ids© ■••. 

. ■ rgW ' J tetys' ^ou/fion’t.-n^t' as-to’.lose this note, 0 - • 

,'.. - i3 Iea 5 call msup. wheir it* s, ©uerl “ .'.v '• ;\; -V: : V':' 

: ■* ?<3ta*ll find it';li^ 2 >ebs'$ 59 ,tiKes ob-fc of a thousand. In the . ease • 

efctedt' &osm l % happen* 4e.K> is nothing /to ’Mop you frca going. ht#er .''/■•/•/ 

; ' // / / up. . Tr^ l^ghei^ fou- go» ‘$Ws>‘ oeeia * even. if. , / ; -: •/"/ -...-; 

/^///'/ /'"- the\.ncnppj® 0 ?* ib ‘opposed- to ym.*'.' I’ . ,•/'/• f - ‘ • 

-• ,'■ .. - - . 2 tiorked for Fred G, Bonfaller. If there ever tras a tiger on /• ••. /■/ ■•/ "' 

" . - '••• ../• the renpage it nos. Eoafallcr. ' Fie nasted to go after it.'- I roali ssj / 

‘ ; ■ ;: to Me/ . 'Ci^'/did 'you let the; bleed run all ©teer- then? u '• n Iet then' . ' •/' ;1. 

; .. ’ ■ /./. dle’gently.p , : Ho a . fig^te teia. . X tras born fitting and 2 ' 0 E 2 'golug: to 

’■ ■.. figi$ £ o-andsi o_ : 1 ?. Ee loved to .fight Gldefe of . Police*' He !^‘.v\'.;.e.'v. 

r-. run .s little lottery^ he bad a' '.little. background-' for tMch he didn’t', ’ V:' ’■ 

..like GMefs of Police, . iceuertheiessa tire ■ after ii ee i.lmve sees ■ 

. •';’ .- • Chiefs. of Police that tee has ibeeo.. l«C 3 besting.' : Sa a paper go up tea. , 

’.i r: P -Ifcteai.' segr* •' B BonfallGr s nerrwhat you, thisk/of ue is.cue tteii^ snd. •:• ■ • • . .. 





V '"•* 

; - 


• w/axad I m , nobnphere about that, but .this ease tie are oa^.Coopsr . '■;■ 1 . " 
:V‘bvihiere -is the '.Porks.-; He is printing eyery^ing. ue are ; \ ' ;. 

■ •••;'. 4oip^ -and 'yt® can’t '-get .'anywhere* . .Xt’e that. persons are busy end- ; •..' / 

■ ' 4oh ? t^stop to think,- , c i!hey are; not thinking for you. . They are 
.;• .' ' they -'tire' selling' osi^popejre ? and incidentally. ' 

• . . : in -that connection* it is.' something to remeehsr that 'you hare some-. ' 1 ••' 
V . thing that' they would like t© haw. •. therefore® yon snount to Scmothiag 
: ; .-/'.''in that if yen don’t give, then ishat they want they lose oat* fherefore, 
•• yon as® a sell©? of goods, and .they are- buyers ’ and yon can make them ••.'/' 
— ; boy that. goods' at the pries yea want,’ which is. apeistance-i and if 
>. ■'-'■■• ." yon work pith the weapons, ps l..say> ’of i > ranknesSi of.honesty 'and. : 

.of loyalty* yon ■ will bo able to sell those .things ’upon those terns. 

, Md let se show you -ohst it ean-dp,. 1'ieM.ta, Kansas, that is . • 

V- ■' another City- tidch' has- been- able to build bp-wonderful cooperation 

'--between' the - aetsspcpSro' and. its 'police department,' Chief Vil&m. there . • 

- has ©ad® it a mattes’ of primary . importance that' t&'nenspapess realise .. 
; -•* • the .ts^aendons respehsibility. wbidh they b&W*' tear© got .to cake 
;• ; •“• then’ realise "that it. is : their responsibility y that - they' can print . 

•/ this stuff on the first' page if they want to, but; when they do they 
': ■/■ - hare got to .■assnae^the'Tesponsibili^ for a Ihoieoa .topn> It is not -' 
our fault that ws haw crime mwe.^Xt. is. not our fault .that murderers ■ 
... get . easy. Com yon ‘ stop , that had' yon will got sese. action Out 'of, ns. ... 

•: .' Es long as you. are making, it ’easy, for eriao to live in this town w© ’ . ' ., 
■v ;• can’t stop’, it, ■’ help no^.;^'^.do\on^-' job. •• t haWyetto 



•y, riOr: ... . ■ * r Vy ^ =Y. ^,..Y 

see tMs srguiaeht fail in its entiret^a fceest>se it- ie ,asr 

sent* uell fcaadaticasd aad.they amH get.-qnay froa it.- £oa' Chief ; 

■ Oilson -hao ' trails :ts© ia .a spirit of friendliness* through an eager' d©**-. . 
sire to build a gocd^depaf'Ssieat, there* this spirit af’ tiEdero teaming' •., 
bstaean the , newspaper shd the ' police depart-aent. . , Mid bo ; pa© .night, ■ ■ • 
'a drunken mM, ejssssi- , along in an .isatbrpbile*- • fco old t:ersn ' 

. stepped. .off- tht'tearh and' he '', crashed- into thPsy knceMag thei a dot®' 
td v tfc©. papeEent^.MllSiig 'one^ daagero'as^-arovindiHg pother*- pressed ".;; 
his : foot harder op- the /gas, and -got ©ngy* There ©as nob . a .witness . 
as to 'the esies ot .^'ddri^the '.oates of tls eas?^ nor to', the Mdense.. 

Sn tJieMta they .have a brayoliag* a ^passing. criTjs lah on wheels. : ; -It - • 


t)«pke'.:iifeje. yey radios* has eTOx^Mng. in ? 

this' ear. t^i could he used in osssrgenqy .scientific work at the -seen©.;, 
of the crine . Wdu3tipf petMer© a - fingerprint eeoarass. all of that sort 
.o£. I ©ay* etegytMag' that ean-fc© nsed ia '. ' 

. ,'d. ■ Banner ip carried 'in this- par*. So ■when th©'’’ 
radio.. a ail. -.cent cut "on ■ that’ hit -.and, pin . Mlliag- the ■ science ear usnh • 


there •■iEsediateSy* "'nhea. it got .•there’.the Officers .fres'© there .keepingy/ 
'|K 3 oplo;aj£^- f res the seen© -of, the erlES-and scientists .eouidget to. ’/ .' ■ 

." 'trork ioYecMustsSyv ' They found a tisy hi t of cetal about that largo*. ' V"VV ': ■ 

■ : isoQe/.glesp -'and.'^- .few-haa^ mbps#-/ : 'S3ap;:iaetaiSi’ scientist felt sure •/ V ---V- ■ '. 
’ ©as of high inportmeei -Saek at.heed^art©fe'.he Began studying this: ;■ ;; ' '. : • 

piece ofcetal against l®oioa ,ornaE.eiite. Pf radiators and ■*". ’• ;i 

; : it' had been' broken- ; frpja 'th©’ heck of ;.*an eagle osmenent usually' found- ■. V' .....' 
. on the caps of 1934 or ' parly .1935 Chevrolet tarsi lie© the - iob'nas '.g, y y" 



4 , .‘ s ' * ; -1 


; “ ; > : } that ' ear. ; to' find thb esfe - . 

- \ ; v • ':'Eiemi,thG EseeSsitj^or canvass log the City.. .To' .canvass .the Gity 
, •. V; '• ■ .j&sssvfc- also the' necessity . that- every patrolacsa ; on’ the foree'lmoCT hbout ' 

r \ ‘ ’ A kt A m A +r*, aA' >v*S \ , ' ts wu A .\ a/? £ A> v i % >» r*a<P» ' 



••••' \C;the drlyer.of: ^e ; hit .end ; run $«£• being. sought;.;-;; y W- 
; .: ;•; because, all that tras' nacessaryia this 'p&rtieuiar cssG.'Trasyto thrcrc? • : 

. ' y. ■• ;-tMs' oraasent :anay a ., get another. surreptitiously off : ah oid'caffo.^put ':'' • 

", ; .' ■/:.■ - : : ; •;,;.; 'it : on; an^ ‘tfcs'-henlvras. safe. ~ Cnee. that story had broken 'isto- the V; ; ; 



v;‘; J " Ml- • Q€E&6^g' ^rptspai^ ^Geas 'up toced rights y : ;-'y 

; 'V ;,'v.>. •; ‘ ; 'he uenh.-up., ■ ^Ee^s .aVstory,^ Itsre'S i^;bs.t£wW herd’s ut^/ v fyX:.;> 
’ .•";, po 9 vp got" to. do.' ' If there is 'G_ slip up If anythiag ©sis out as" to ;'. 

. ; •'■;•:•* ;.'•. I-' - ! ' rchat tre./afe' .goihg.' to/doj ,yoti' ocsi 5 .t print arytMagf -Gill, you?”- . '°E!o,. ; ;' ; . 

•*.;;• • < us -off '/lar^'elts •;9- t-.-i l 'y . ' ;• x . . 

■ ■• ■ . '-'.V : " >'•' ••'■'•. v : So the 'enta^V;Polico Eoparttjeat.' o^:-T‘iehita . vent to frprfe* -searched.. ': 


that'toun 

• *** *. 




,'easC hcross' a.. ces; phene ■piers' 


t3Bs that . little bit brohssv off the yadicto’r .©nnlkent . oui its- radiator cap.-' 
: *; , 4 , : . ^lat'.lepdayto, further ,ipf or^tion';-^ .found tfhbne th? .ear .had.l^a.rras&d.-.' 
T. ,: y ^ ’■ - -. She , fehdor .had - been .dented .and. sore iaporitant hair jtfas. 'foi^ oh its- •.•‘c; ;: 

';. v ; v ' .huaper correeponding to; tha ; gyey^' {ioir Xc-imd at ; tJie Scene of the- erle© ; . '■ 
;.•'••• :\ the hair of the ; vietiEi> and so; the. Dhsi' Confessed. Tbs nhole thing 

.-Das brought :|ibpui/^’'i.;.'B€gr'. thrbu^iythat.' cb^peratico>'' through that ahiliigr 


T *. • . ; >V 





^ ■ -> ‘-r#* *■ 

‘‘.Vi/'V- 

' v ' : 
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'to be:, able . iospsak; to ;a, n^nspagai? ©{iitpi ^.enti' ehotr 'the aeaspapew . . , 

phy yod- have' gqfc " to' 'faolp'us Koa it is ay personal Opinion that . ' . , 

the ineTOpaper da' : the .’-paeif ie ; Coast ’ had .& great deal ' to. do -pith the ' ' ( 
death of the kfattsco . hoy .. • dJeCTBpepsrs hounded the. f soilyi they suT-t. ...;'. « t 
: ro-anded the hose. Jftrery-t iad- anybody left the hcRise : they. 1 trere .trailed. ‘-V: 
,ft tras'vahooit':^ easy’ for thea to' 'get; Sa; contact the;. feidaopey- • ' 
without it 'being imeba; or printed as It would be for any -pa© of' cs • . : 

• to .becolne Gypsy ^salle*' • ©ho does' ':.a '.'strip- act tip; hers at a burlesque ^ .•/ 
shoh.; • ' »•■'•. E ..,-h’ ■■■- •■■ \>7 .• k- 


elieye that if the; Isd eafcreecsnt non of the various *;. '. -,V 
cities which . ; T7cr3' htghl^ .interested in ;,this\3iidhapi^iiad-bsen. ab2,e 
to go' to,1^eir. hets8papers.'-as^ r ' : d^a-' 0 li©tehv ce :a 2 ^'repre?ehtative of -y- 
.all leer enforcement ►. w He feel that' yen', are, assuming. tho . respo^ibility 
for the life of - this' beyand • ve’doa’b' ©onb'yafe. to. ..assume it* because . 


•pj^/donH the' facts? '•and.ne'do holies© that if. yraa : ■ 



believe there, ©bnld havc.bsen a -managing editor .•pr'poner of. a paper.."..' . 
T^o".trouldn» t haw saidi’ yGood 6od>,0o a ' t© ddnt^usnh'- that Responsibility. n 
tod. that is .'about cy; ©hole ; . story. ! I have rambled on here'. I 1 ■ . . ' .,-. 


•• believe that-any officer ©ho can. nske on.- aid tod c oaf ideate of,, the . •' 

newspaper c.en a not ' only betters the 'position .for MnSeliY hat 'builds;;'’.- 
a better ‘co^ainiity*' .The officer '©ho-inchs on a newspaper man- as ; a „ f 
pres© agent or as an avediie . to getting publicity 2nd, to seeing his , " • 
•asas in : ptint\br'his picture on the paper may bask' t?ery pell upon .that 


/ 




. .. ' ^.p -some'l place, where he’ can ‘ gofe/loaccked dopa. . .,. He is creating ; jealousy y/v •'■ 

.jEsican g ©tfeeraen ia tfes;iOT ; e^bric^at Agency; in tMch.-he. works.'* Sis.; ; 

' . . v '.'.'OtSier-Baa pili.';feei that tea is ^tting : y^a^\.b 2 « 4 ^/fecaus© he V/;v/ [■;?■ .',• 

.got. a drag. wltte ’sane fo-asd-sb.oa’ the ;0ea3’.or the SSssj^or the journal. v - ". 

•;■**•'« ; ' ^rfcher thbra ihat he places -teii^e^ under a teaiaSicap.bveiy tee' “■ 

„ : , , r ;,’ -goes .teeeauso eroohte read netmpape rs. jast .^li©.:sm©; ps ai^teedy else. 

•■ alot more ia- fi&tv' they reed newspapers pith a concentration upoii ' . ' 

enforoe&ent is dpiiig.. rl^^d^\T^a:)isire'/]bad' ©aq^rienc©- • / : y' 

. ■ will ,8«y £or)l«stdne©^; %Uj>taaji niQ3t baTO-f^s-'-tee e.cralda* t haua .fv 

focid out Ml’ateout t^/Idtedfeby^’s^ : -.estate; he,ecuidte*te tea^'found ;•,'' • :' 

; ' ;. out abcut that 'l&itihergh Psaily sll l^'hinself. He- oust h&m ,had /'.;' , ;;." j_- 

\ help. 1 m qaitey convinced that to he a good lap e^oreeEente officer, . ; ' 

. ©no. should- tee. a/geod- psychologist J^ateie'-snd'. school hioself sffisstaat3y •. 
. - ;>* in-ttee ©J&lity to oc® uieT^oiii^teot , 

../ ■ •' - : frasftte© viewpoint of the. -crook and to see phat a crook thinks .-atesat v ' ' ■ ";/ -..'. ••-:•/'• 

;th© ©riae. tee- is eo^aittipgi -S ea suppose to lecture ■ about sp^eheasidn,'' I - \- 
• hut it does seeB" to a© tbat^n''reeo!^tructing.-a'case that 'css©' emi tee -V 

t -,.- upon ' the' -eyes of ttee'aan rsho did it.. .’ 

..-. ■ • , ’ • therefore, this '^©ui^tljag' of-.psycholo^r-of the criaisial is i&ghly la-. /py 
• ,-poftantj and for a aopent siay ; ;-'. ' •••; -... •.•.] 

• of l*r» V&uptwm * -• ;Se didh*t haPa yesy oueh psychology the lest tfee - , 

% sot hia.' rBie UeM bm. shatfcd.Vand. he urs© Balking arouad the eurte ■ . 

'V v;hhtil the. guard reached out; and grabbed hia and-put hia.' in: this, chairs teut r 

the kidnaping. 






• •'/' iacidentslly^ all of as newspaper. isah uer© so tlsbd fey the ties he', 7 

ttss eteeutbd/'oe .uoal^ ' have traded places. bith his. : 'Bao Eauptman • . 7 

started oat to kidnap a baby*. '&<£?,. tThea.h©' got oh the; J&adtergjh . thing ; ••/ V; ■ 

•• -he me^ly''<waheatrated';hpon Ms oriae.- iSe'Eere^ . - 

. '-. '■ . te '-eduM read about ..the liadterghs . lie niora-ly looted at evexypi eture /" ' 77. 7 

V that had teen taken fcgt airplane^ ; ^otpgraidiers,* oegasinp men — every- - ; 7 7 

. - / 'thing of that kind to ease the job. Ea" perhaps wandered around like , ... / 

/.-. othar^eitisehSi hut they. tjpx^/terely; Jooltis^ at an interesting- tea©! :•■•• ’? .••'./•' ■ - - •• 

7 he'nas looking at / -scathing"- ttet he was- going to get into. Ccneentsa- '-' : ‘-;- 

7 tioa.V*- Concentration... ibid so 'it .is; pith a crook da sny kind of. criisev 
/ ■ $0 it is Dith laa enforcement and newspaper^- ffte fact that Officer 7 7;X .. 

•• '•/ ‘ Jot&a 'has died® ®'?§©rge$ni is nous to' too, persons •— the friends ,/ . 7 7 

77 aM-'aeqaaiBtcncss^ bf Officer Jones.'- ’ fh’csQ' persons are interested '•• 

; heea-Qse'I-ie. hds teen pr<E30ted. / But to -eric^ality. perhaps it is fetor© . • ‘ * \ 

■ •■•" - ••’ /■ important: than . to "any ‘one .©ISes. because to eriainollty it ’mom that . •■ ! ; y 
•- ; ' - ; either a. a fo3peefulj efficient nan has teen prompted or that a pro-motion .7 - . .'/ 

/.;7 • .:hte g©te ;td/ite' has^ : of -fhs inefficient sen sad ^erefore -eaa, . . 7 " 

•*;7 get copy -tfelth mere. ■ So; then* it is. highly iapsrtant . that Ipo enforce- 7 

7 'meat bacctee as arena© of ,propogaada s . sot- on3y for lab enforcements >• ■ •• ’•: 7 
> • . /tet for the safelgr. of 'the persons ©shun yea are being paid .to guards '-and : 7-' " ; 

; • 'l-.'teii6rQ; v t^tcbi^ ; qas^ch’'‘eoacoatrstiosi. u^n.teeping news from the . 

; 7. v cri£aiasl ai'tfe© -safis© tibe # ;understsnd>. giving out hunea, iaterast- things /'.; v 7 
- • ; ’ 7' ; - / to nebspapers. ‘Chat is* if .yen. here b ; ease where there , are good little- , . 7 7 
'lsaasn .Sngles about itV please resffinter tte^p -plecs© pick out. the little - ./ .. - ' 

- '■ ’ things so. yon ; em ss^ to- a netrspspsr san^ ,-^Bter he picked that lock ... *.« s ' ./ 



, * X- ? 


; /: v / .'V-'X ‘ 

when he had both hands tied and had to pork this wayVpr he tms- able 
to deceive, us pith a-feke footj' 5 ! or any /little unusual thing, that* > ■ 'V.-' 
. lifts ."the ; story. away from the ordinary run. John Jones* 52 years*. f y 
old trhs arrested icdey. charged iodey with burglary.: : %t Jobs J ones a . 
•'59 years * - old were arrested today and used a .baby as a- cover-up X , • 
as caadflaugei.. that i^’hot only netTs it is news feature.-' ETdtr those 
things are not interfering with your Job.'-.. $hey furnish that a.hems- 
. papes nan has to have* chich' is reading 'for persona who buy the 
;'Aempaz^''8&\jcti,'-Qt& becoming 1 an aid to -the newspaper pan. Tou 
are able then id trade’ with Mm and say» , D I have niwcys ; played on V 
the level, wifei yoa. I’v® given you everything that 1 could dish up. 
I*ve altrayo heen on the patch-out for a good yarn for you and now for. 
'the.' love of ;LlkG> play with me and we* 11; get this criminal. Otherwise 
yea; take the redponslMlity*:®' ' ' 

'" Thank you. ;’' '-." ’ v;> -V -0 ' •' ■ -.■ :V 
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The TVmerican Magazine 

THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 




March 13, 1939. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



i 


vA 

On 




March' 8, 1939 


Mr. gunner 'Blossom 7 
Editor 

.'American Mdgasine . 
250 Park Avenue 
New York, flew York 






Bear Hr, Blossom: 


In accordance eiih the request. contained 


in the telegram received on March 6, 1939 from. Mr. James. 
.A, Quigney, I am pleased to enclose herewith photographs 


o^pgnoe Box 0 Annie and her son, William BonalaJpayer,. 
for use in connection with an article by Courtney Rylfey 
Cooper which is to appear in tho American Magazine. 

.. .. -V : With best wishes and kind regards, 


Sincerely yours, 

. Edgar Hoover 


Mr. Tol«on J 

, ' , U - ’ * •<*' " ] 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. EV’XVt^mm. 

| Mr, .Clel^v^U- • **. 

Mr. CnfTcy ' 

Kir. Crowl.,:.; 

' ’ • r*li y 

Mr. Etfnn -v- - ’ 

Mr. Fos: worth . -• 

Mr. Ciavln * 

I Hk Bar 6 'a '*:> - 

Mr.' Lester ...... 

Mr. Mcihtlre.... - - 

K> chois ------- 

Mr* Quinn Ttttr.ru. .- 

Mr. Tracy :--. 

; Mtee,<3aud'y.-.-,- — 


*/■ •••■. •• • 


| Enclosu^d ’ 

\ AIR MA I L' • - \ SPEC IAL DELIVERY/ 

1 / 
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FEBEBAL BOREAS OF iuVcSTICATiOii 
u. a. OSFARTUEBT c? JUSTISE 

NMHICAIIMS SEliriUa 

MAR 6 1939 



Mr. Tolaoil.. 

Mr, Natiinti 

•Mr. fe. A. Tftimni/1 

Mr, Clegg...., 

Mr. Coffey ........ 

Mr. Crowl. 

Mr, Egan . .... 


Mr, Foxwortb . ..... 

Mr. CHfcViii pj j. 

„ t 

Mr. flarbo 
Mr. Le&iGr 
Mr. Mbtntire.;.^,.. 

Mr, Nichols 

Mr. Qultift . 

| Mr. Trswy 
| Mi#e Giuidy 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

HAVE YOU A GOOD PHOTOGRAPH IN THE DEPARTMENT' FILES OF 

SHOEBOX ANNIE AND HER SON FOR COURTNEY RYLEY/(cOOPER 
O 

ARTICLE FOR AME RICAN MAGAZI NE APPRECIATE YOUR SENDING 
IT IMMEDIATELY ADVISING UNDERSIGNED COLLECT THANKS 


/ ZG NEWYORK NY MAR 6 515P 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 



JAMES MlUIGNEY. 


550P 



RECORDED 

& 

indexed 


flu 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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JFrderal bureau nf {nuestigation 
United States department of Kustiee 


rtT. T 

! :2f. K-fcVs 

, :£r. B. A. Temra 

' TTr. C 1 




New York, N.Y. f : .> 

O'D-F March 22, 1939 *..>.• • 

94-16 ■»•» 

: t :-. ;c 

I Tv.. C. j '.Vamia 

, Mr. Trcsy - 

| Uloo Gandy - 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C; 

Dear jSir: , / 

Please be advised that the\ New York Tines,. 
Book Review for March 12, 1939 noted xtie publication 
'6f r 'a~bbbk’ > hy Courtney RilejPcooper entitlecUDESIGNS 
XN SCARLET and described the / book as a repopt on 
white slavery and allied industries, in the preparat- 
ion of which the author had/the cooperation of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and other Governmental 
agencies in collecting necessary /material for theboolc. 
The book is published bjV Little Jar own & Company. 
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NDVsJEM • 

94-3-4-20-503 

94^1^554-5 
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ApAlMyim 


Or* tfes&oa F." Gay . . . : . 
General Socpotesy. v 
Yoyag Pan 1 © .©spicfeleia •’’ 
ikssoeiotioa . _ 
SjjlcQ© %PL varsity . , ' 

Set? OrXecno, LsuioicJia 



■BEST COPY AVAILABLE ■ 

It frobe- plQ^m^Q- ■ s’ctsivQ your lottor of ■ 
'%rii 19# c® 0&H£ie& to Iqbpa of yajuf . . 

■ . contiauoS interest M crino ■ 'fias^robQfewa* .. 

" M X ppo\?|Q3Dly csivioeC yea# i sy ebeesee es. \ , .• 

tb3 itact Ooectiiariag t&o fell ©f tbia y©cr provcats 
m ' eaee$ttegr .year - EiM invite tl«a to tails teofoyb • 
tfc<$ GJaex&etGr BblMiag Institute bpo&aomS by your 
•0«>t>ciiisfctioa# $&& if ya^ oill. inforszt Bio &s .to tfao. 

Safinito <aato you. 4qoteo to have oho of .cy reppaoeatotivoe 
' co © opoaiiop# I BhoXt. bo veiy hoyjy to zst&o foio oveilabl© . 

1 -fdy' tlot pup^oue. tf ct ell- pocoiblo* • "•/- 

, .■- ' ;,• ; . .•■••, Pith- best. v%&hm . ca& M &4 regards, 

Kt$ t? rajii *£&} 


, ^ •- » 

$?r. Tolson .. 

Mr. a Nathou.... J ^ 

Mif. SiA/^amm 

. I Mr. Cleggb _.<.*. ;*• 

Mr. cofrcy .CG-^Is^ Crieeng 

Mr. CrowlV. J • ; ■ ; -'V* 

Mr. Egan. i; .' 

Mr. Fosworth. .■_ 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 4,..;,.., 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Mclnctre 

Mr. Nichols •_. .... 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

j Mr. .Tracy 
I Bliss Gandy.. * 
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F. G AY, Genera! Secretary. 


STUDENT OFFICERS 
SABIN P. LANDRY, JR., PETER BERNARD, 


President. 

BASCOM TALLEY, 
Vice-President. 


Treasurer. 
GEORGE THOMPSON, 

Secretary. 



DR. H. W. GILMORE, Chairman, Finance Com. 


OFFICERS, DIRECTORS 
DR. JOHN M. FLETCHER, WARNER HORD, 


Chairman. 

NOLAN KAMMER, 
Vice-Chairman. 
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New Orleans, Louisiana 

April 19, 1939. 


Ml INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




Treasury 

A^ROW^MpORE, 

xretary. 

Hr. To! '-on ft 

Nr.than || 

) Mr. E. A. Temftt jj 

I.:r. Clc^r? !• 

Mr. CcO;y ^ 

*j. Cttcv/I 

"r Errr*. 

.. ‘JjVir ----- 
. , C-lrvLz* 


i I.?r. '^7-Ttor* 


* >,. T - . ■" 



—7- 


IfaU, 


I have just finished reading the book. ^Designs 
in ^Scarlet” by Courtney Rvle~^r Coope r,.^- . As I understand it, 
yo'ur department iiispirea ana assisted in the gathering of 
this material and perhaps helped the author in many ways. 
This book seems so important that I am writing all minist ers 
of this citv f cnaractef buildin g agencies ana otner influen- 

' tial people urging that tne^r r ead bhic without d e^Upfer 

Members of the Board of Directors or the Tu±ane i.M.C ;A. 
are buying two copies of the book for their own use. It 
lists so many of the destructive character forces that vie 
must become aware of them and begin to do something about 
them. 


% 

i 

> 

’o 




(r~ 


i 

►4 


e 


Let me say this, I do not agree with some of t he 
proposals of Mr. Cooper in dealing with these problems bu t I 
am •perfeotlv willing t o broadcast the cook and let individuals p 
who read it r^ach own comnisinns. 



The material in this book could very well form 
the framework for the Conference that we are planning in the 
fall. If you are not able to include it in your schedule, 
Mr. Hoover, I would appreciate your designating someone from 
your department to be present.' The other speaker that we 
have in mind for this Conference is Miss Muriel Lester of 
London. Plans are to be definitely formulated within the 
next few weeks as to the date, the Conference Topic and the 
securing of all the speakers. I shall write you again, soon 

^ ^>3 sincerely yours > 

FEDERAL BUREAU 0? ' * 

A r ; 





General Secretary. 
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8r* Courtney ^loy^Coo^er 
433 Korth Lakoviev; Lri^s 
Gobrisg,, Florida 

Dear Kyieys 

pith further roferoaee to cy letter last 
oes!t in response 'to your inquiry p I ea' enclosing 
a- eo^y of a mes:ora?jdu?3 ' I believe will 




FIHQERPRINT I DENI 

HISTORICAL , BACKGROUND OF FINGERPRINTING 

/ ' ' ‘ • ' l * 

< From the beginning of time mankind has been seeking to perfect - 

a system of personal Identification* Members of savage tribes were • 
distinguished from one another through their attire or bodily decorations. 

In the earlier civilizations* differences in the dress of various social 
classes were clearly defined, sometimes by law and more often by custom. 

In our present civilization, some tradesmen or craftsmen still wear 
distinctive attire t while in the military forces uniforms lend themselves 
to readily identify the wearers. 

Fingerprints, however, are nature* s infallible means of 
identifying each individual. History is replete with references to prove 
that, even in ancient times sian ' was aware of the peculiar permanent lineations 
described by the ridges of the fingertips. The Chinese seem to have 
employed finger and hand impressions for sealing documents and for other 
purposes, A British wood engraver, Bewick, apparently realized the 
possibility of utilizing finger impressions to establish the genuineness of , 

< * . , "r, ‘ . . , - * • ' 

his work, for late in the eighteenth century he resorted to the practice 
of engraving the impression of hie finger bn several of his woodcuts. 

The' fir6t scientific observation relating to fingerprints was 
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made Id 1686 by Marcello Malpighi, Professor of Anatomy at the University 
of Bologna, Italy, who described the ridges as "divers figures. 0 In 1323, . 
J. E." Purkinje, a Professor of Anatomy at the University of Breslau, 
published a treatise and cited the diversity of ridge patterns connected with 
the organs of touch and: even evolved a differentiation of these patterns 
into nine varieties. 

There is a diversity of opinion as to the first practical 
application of fingerprints as a means of positive identification. It is 
certain, however, that the comments of Malpighi and Purkinje were merely 
physiological treatises on the mere phenomenon of ridge diversity. However, 
around 1330, Sir William Hefschel, Chief Administrative Officer of the 

Hooghly District, Bengal, India, wrote an article commenting upon the 
• ■ ' . ‘ \ 
success with which he had utilised fingerprints for twenty years in identify- 
ing government pensioners in preventing impersonation and repudiation. It 
seems that the natives of India were so similar in appearance that the 
British were unable to. tell one from another and when they would line up 
to receive their money, it became a question as to which native could run 
the fastest to again enter the end of the line and receive euu>ther payment. 

Sir Francis Galton, noted English scientist, became interested 
in the subject of fingerprint identification. He not only established that 
no two fingerprints were alike but devised the first collection of finger- 
print records. As a consequence of his work a committee was appointed by 
the British Government to consider the advisability of employing the . 
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fingerprint system in the identification ; of criminals. Juan Vucetich, 
noted; Argentine dactyloscopist* claimed to have .made his first, criminal 
identification through the medium of fingerprints*. 

.. Sir E. B» Henry, inter Commissioner of Police of Scotland Yard,, 
England, who engaged in the study ordered by the British Government, 
devised aVsimpler yet more comprehensive basis of filing apd' classifying 
prints. His system was successfully introduced into England and Wales 
in 1901 and forms the basis of all of the systems of fingerprint identi- 
fication employed in the United . States as. well as in all English speaking 
countries. The Henry system has been appreciably extended to meet the 
special needs of the Identification Division of the FBI containing over 
10* 500,000 .fingerprint records. Thus it; appears that, fingerprinting as a 
means Of identification was adapted to identifying criminals and, unfortu- 
nately, a perfectly respectable system was erroneously associated with an 
uhreapectable element of society. ; •. 

FII«1EBPRINTS EXPLAINED. • V ■: > ; ; '.' v .'. ■ .; . y ; .. " V 

Inside of the "bulb", or nailioint of each finger, numerous \ . 
Jridge formations or patterns, each possessing definite, distinctive 
outlines, have been provided by nature. These ridge formations of the ’ 
skin are a permanent, part of the body and discernible as a rule about 
three months before . birth. They remain unchanged during the life of an 
individual and no two fingers, have evei* been found whereon the patterns 



are identical. The patters of this portion of the skin are . individual . 
and, tikeri together, are Impossible to duplicate in another person. The 
separate ridges show numerous details which are also so individual that a 
small area, taken even in the most featureless portion, cannot be matched 
by any other portion* Repeated comparisons, taken at long intervals apart, ■ 
indicate that even in the .small ridge details there is absolutely no change 
in a person* s fingerprints from birth to old age* Insofar as science has 
been able to determine, these ridges do not indicate definitely character, 
race, sex or heredity. .The fingerprint impressions remain constant 
throughout life, although they may be affected by deep cuts or burns going • 
beneath the tissue* However, though rendered indistinct for a time, , such . . 

effacement is temporary as the ridges assume their former outlines with 
definite precision. • ‘ • ’ . •• 

The chief problem encountered in making fingerprints a practical . 
means of identification was that of classifying them for indexing. ■ This 
problem has long been solved, 'All finger impressions are divided into 
the following types of patterns: Loops (Radial and Ulnar), Twinned Loops, 

Central Pocket LoopS, Lateral Pocket Loops, Arches, Tented Arches, Whorls and 
Accidentals* By studying a definite portion of each finger impression, described 
as the pattern area, and by counting or tracing the individual ridges inter- 
vening between the points known as the deltas and eores, it 1 b possible to . ' 

classify each of the ten fingers into a definite, fixed group* The ten 
fingers then are considered as a unit to attain the complete classification . 
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■ Which in, reality results in a System of indexing fingerprints and permits, 
them to be filed in- sequence, without reference to':, name or description of 
. the. Individual* This gables the fingerprint expert in a bureau containing 
over ten and a half millions of prints to establish an identification in 
- approximately" three minutes. . 

• . Thus*;. the ‘patterns’. oh' -fingertips constitute a means of identifi- 
cation that fulfills all of the necessary requirements. It. is individual 
and impossible to duplicate in another person; it is ^permanent bodily 
ma?k,- never changing throughout life. 

CIVIL IDMTiPICATIpMi . ’ V . •' 

' ' : ... . The problem of personal identification of individuals is of . . 

par^ount importance to the general public as a means by- which the identity 
. of any person say be definitely and quickly established. Such identifies-* 
tione must rest upon certain individual bodily characteristics. As a 
permanent Seal of personal identity . fingerprints offer their benefits to 
society. The application of the fingerprint system of identification to 
criminals at first erroneously prejudiced the minds of some who attached 
very falsely a stigm of criminality to fihgefprints. By limiting the use 
, . . . of fingerprints to criminal identification the . law-abiding citizens are 
deprived of the advantages of insuring their identity to Which they are 
entitled., After ail, a fingerprint is nothing more than a signature Which 
• cannot be forged* It should be looked upon by the average citizen as his 





’ proof of identity and of good standing in the community. There is no 
... ; recommendation of identity as good as that of being able to say an: ; 

■ /: individual has thought enough of his future and of his family to place 
. his mark of identification dn‘ file in. this manner* , Of course,, if a 
. : ' person' has a criminal record or contemplates crirae or cannot trust himself 

•to remain honest it is only natural that he will oppose civil fingerprinting. 
Fortunately, however, education and the example of our leading citizens 
.in having their personal identity thus recorded are fast overcoming public 
. prejudices. . . ■; 

- .. . , Thus there is offered to the people of the country an infallible 

and permanent method of preserving their identity. To be effective for 
this purpose it is necessary to have a central file where the finger 
impressions of the public may be recorded. In response to public demand 
the Federal Bureau, pf Investigation in 1933 established in Washington, D. C., 
. a central file for the inclusion of fingerprint cards of persons who wish 
to record their fingerprints for possible future reference. This is now 
known as the Civil Identification Section of the Identification Division. 

A special card bearing the words “personal identification® is used by 
individuals who desire, to forward their fingerprints to this file. 

...' Upon reeipt of the fingerprint cards in the Federal Bureau of 
. Investigation they are classified and placed in the Civil Identification 
, Files, which are maintained separate and apart from the criminal records. 

They are then available for ready. reference if the individual should meet 



with any mishap which would sake it necessary to determine his identity. 

The Receipt in the identification Division of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation of Civil Fingerprint Cards at the rate of approximately 
2 ? Q0Q a day, to swell the collection of over 1,250,000 cards of reputable - ' 
persons already on file, is evidence of the fact that fingerprints are 
recognized as a method of preserving personal identity. It. indicates that 
the prejudice against fingerprinting as a method of identification in 
reality no longer exists. . 

' The advantages of civil fingerprints are patent. Daily the 
newspapers are replete with instances inwhich tragedy and grief have 
resulted £ ran a lack of identification and inability to furnish proof of 
individual identity and good . standing in the various communities of our 
country. For this reason it is impossible to overestimate the value of 
widespread development of this. infallible * immutable, unchangeable method 
of identification. There are cases of accidents with no immediate means 
of identification about which stories appear in the press daily. Instances 
of amnesia or the loss of memory are pathetically numerous. Cases of this 
nature involve individuals of respectability aha stability in their ; 
comiaunitieS who have wandered away through loss of memory and suffer 
hardships that cannot be exaggerated* through inability to identify 
themselves properly — thus they are unable to regain the protection and 
care of relatives and friends* 

.. The loss of identity through accidental death means the complete 
shutting off of knowledge as to the fate of the loved one. This uncertainty 



c0fti^T»es:tlar<^jghoTit' the .years. -and" brings" suffering .which, in many" instances, 
v iff ^orse than death to those ©hb ciiist^ throiigh long day© and nights, ponder 
./with fear end trepidation as to • the fete : of the missing one. > > . r ' 

J . ; • It is an ironical situation when a 'oriaihai.-hae':.n; fsr^;hett«r 

; cliance. of being properly identified in the case of accidental or sudden 
./ death than the ihdividuai who has lived respectably in his community m who 
has paid • taxes. - ; rendered public . service , of marked value. - but who, because- 
- of the lapk' of foresight or opportunity bass failed' to utilise nature’s : 
method of identification. As a rdsuit-'Ahdy " "fimsit often be buried unnamed /' 
in a Potter’s field. ■■■ *: : '• r\ •: ‘,v , 

: As- an" illustration, recall the disastrous hurricane in Florida 

In September of 1935. \ On September 13 of that year the Federal Bureau of. 
of .Investigation received the fingei^rints of 35, unknown deceased persons 
'«bo: 'had'. bead: killed iii 'thff''hd3^icanev^- ; £li ' attempts- to 'establish the •• 
identity of these persons “in the cosHunity were futile. let, five of them 
: . _ were identified /id the/idehtification Division of the FBI "■* because they " 
,.V had criminal records and had their fingerprints on record in . the criminal 

y- : files. VV\;' / V-' ;> . ' 

. ' ; ■: Hany of the. school children whose' bodies were mangled beyond 

recognition in the explosion of the school at Hew London, Texas, a feu 
years ago, could have been identified- if their fingerprints had been 
recorded in this Civil Identification File. Fortunately,, some of the 
young persons had ■ been fingerprinted at the Texas Centennial Exposition' 
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• : , v. . and this enabled their personal identity to be established. . 

■ ; Another instance which illustrates the importance of finger- . 

printing is that of kidnaping. ■ Often,, when a child or ah adult has been • 

* . taken from his family the worst suffering is the uncertainty as to whether 

- those nha conmiaiicate with the family and. who claim to have the person 
: • . , . ' of the victim- are really the kidnapers,, or individuals tfbo seise the 

■ “ ; opportunity to extort money from the distraught family. If . the finger- 
. ■ . prints of the kidnaped person are- on file, however,, there would be in all 

; ; • '■ . these cases an Unquestionable method of. ascertaining -shether the so-called 

. kidnapers actually had the victim.. • ; * -‘ ' 

■ 'V' v-y • • \ // There is no stigma whatsoever to this method of identification. 

- - There should .be no more reason why the permanent recording of the ridges 
of the fingertips’ of , a- person Should' carry elth it any greater significance 
' than- that involved in the 'writing of an individual signature, or giving the . 
description of .durselyes which appear dn passports, identification cdrds, ' ; 
and the like. If there is ho . stigma in one instance, then; surely there Is 
.' done in the other. . It can only be attributed to the' peculiar, unwarranted 
' prejudices which develop with a : coimnunlty Mt: which cannot and do not . 

•; ••.' . continue in; the light of : logic . The phraanent record of, fingerprints . should 

• V "constitute a source of satisfaction and security to the individuals whose.. 

" ■ < .. .fingerprints are recorded, 'reflecting j substantial standing in the community. 

f- •.'/ . In many inst^ces the recordihg of fingerprints, has proved to be 

.of. inestimable value to those sufficiently foresighted to have had 




/• '• .fi^ejprint.e-'-i*ecpWedl with the Federal Bureau pf Investigation.. An 

>•? .'. ' : - -example of the uie of fingerprints for personal identification is that of 

'■ j : ;>v- an : v £nd£vjjiu&' f ound ./ .f^om amnesia, "on .April 3, 

■ ' 1938. He had nothing on his person; from which he could be identified.. His' 

. 'fingeirjwrihts vere''trahhMtted-^.'^' Federal ^weau' of Inrestigatlooi by 
; . [ : y$'. ,.’ the Ogden, Utah* Police Department. Search in the Identification Division 
' of the FBI revealed his name and address together with' the names of . his 
relatives. These data were forwarded to the police in Ogden, Utah, who 
v -• ; r . effected the necessary adjustments in the case of this unfortunate man - 

V ".and .yet fortunate in' that his personal, identity was permanently recorded. . 
.... A similar case was Reported by the police Department of Boston, 

t ;V« j i/v Massachusetts'. They reported to the FBI •*- fThis man cannot remember his - 

r' : • . name or where he comes from.® THis fingerprints were forwarded and found 

~:,'r y.;- ; to be on record in the FBI files. His name, street had post office address 

^ Behe fprwarded to the Boston Police Department to aid that agency in- advising 
- v ..' . the amnesia vfctjLi3 r o relatives and friends of his whereabouts and condition* • 

; In these days of fast transportation, with machines in the hands . 

: ' / ;.,of irresponsible drivers,’ sudden death is a frequent visitor on our 

; . highways. Fingerprints may identify a person who has been the victim of 
■iij 'a .'.careless driver. As an example, on April IS, 1938, a fingerprint , card 

Was received in: the Identification Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation frpm the Hew York State Police' at Oneida, Hew York, shoeing 
$be finger. impressions of an untoiovm deceased person. The information on 
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. the card; indicated that this unfortunate individual had been killed in an 
■ automobile accident, at Elkridge, New York, on April 16, 1938. The finger-; 
print card was searched through the Bureau’s Civil Identification Files 
and found to be identical with the finger impressions of Nicholas 
Aliprahtis* A telegraphic summary of the information appearing on the card- 
df Aliprantis was transmitted to the New York State Police at Oneida, Hev; 
York, for the purpose of assisting that Bepartaent’ in locating relatives of 
the deceased individual. ,\" - • ••• " .• 

The disasters of land and sea cataclysms of nature - are evils 


against whLch man. has fought from time immemorial. Without warning they 
, come #: and all that is believed 1 stable and reliable falters in their face. 
Repent floods of the Ohio .and Mssissippi Rivers caused , a considerable 
number of deaths along the banks of. those rivers. Many unidentified 
deceased persons were buried whose names will forever remain , un k nown and 
whose fate will alloys be a aysteiy., One such unfortunate victim of floods, 
however, was . saved from an unmarked; grave because Ms fingerprints were 
on .record in the FBI. On March 12, 1938, the fingerprint card of an unknown. 
' deceased was received from the Sheriff’s Of fide at Los Angelas,. California, 



Information was noted on this card to. the effect that this- person was a victim - 
of the. floods which. swept ‘the- lower portion of California dnd the. Sheriff 
listed him as "Flood Victim #1," Upon receipt of this card it was found to 
be identical with that of Hope Worthy, uhoce name, residence, place of 


birth and names of relatives were forwarded to the Sheriff in Bos Angeles, 




. • \ 



Fingerprints also.area protection against mistaken identity! 

For example j. on June 27, 1938, the badly decomposed body of an .unidentified 
man was taken from a river, near Greenup, Kentucky. A short tine previously 
the Police at Xenia, Ohio, had been advised of the disappearance of one 
Elza Harness and it was believed that he. was the. drowned victim, found in 
the r|.ver. The features of the body were in such a condition, that visual 
identification was impossible . Despite post mortea decomposition of the. 
fingers, the fingerprints were taken through chemical processes and forwarded 
to the FBI at Washington, D. G. The fingerprints were found to be those ■ 
of Stanley Thomas* The Xenia* Ohio, Police Department was advised of this, 
identification, to'gether with the addresses of /the. relatives of this 
drotned victim. \ 

' The prejudice that exists against' this indisputable valuable 
means, of peraanent identification' is a s:trange' reflection of the vagaries 
of the hum^. mind. r . It. is believed that as more .and more instances arise 
• la which, this permanent identifying information is effectively used, the 
apparent aversion in some circles to civil fingerprinting, will vanish. ... 

A recent case where fingerprints in the Civil Identification Files of the 
FBI acted as insurance against burial in a Potter* s field, occurred near 
Prince Frederick, Maryland. An unknown dead Woman was found on June 20, ‘ 
1938, and no identifying matter could be. discovered on her clothing. She 
was unknown locally and her fingerprints were taken and forwarded to the 
FBI at Washington, D. C.- They were identified as those of Mrs. Esther 




; : Lewltf of Seishiagton,; B. €., whose finger impressions had been recorded 
■ Id 1936. ‘ ' V V Y. 

..• . A case -involving an . unidentified suicide was reported to the , 

Sheriff at Yreka, California^ on May . 4» 1933. - The Sheriff found a dead 
man in an automobile on the highway. A piece of hose had been taped on 
the end of the exhaust pipe and run through the front window of the car} 

, ; indicating a prbhable' suicide. All means of identification' had been 

, . • removed except for the name ®H. ?•- Jenkins* found on a tag on his clothing. 

■ The Sheriff fingerprinted this individual end forwarded them to the FBI. 

A search of the Civil Identification Files indicated the name Jenkins was 
fictitious. It was found that the deceased person resided in Brooklyn, 
iJed York,, and was f orderly employed by the Government as an Inspector of 
^Aircraft. His true name, residence, and the names of his relatives were 
' v, ' ; forwarded to the Sheriff in California to assist him in arranging for a 
. proper burial. This idedtificatidd iliastrates the. advisability of recording 

. ' personal 'identity as a positive meads of identification if the individual 

' • !. / is ever affected by the mental, diseases of amnesia or insanity or is found 

"’'deceased.* .• '■ ' *' ' 

.. v . ; ?: Death strikes without Vwarnlhg and under unforeseen circumstances. 

Oh December 25, 1933, an unknown man died at the County Hospital, Ghicago^ 

. Illinois. The Chicago Police Department recorded his finger impressions . 

. ; and transmitted theh- to the Identification Division of the Federal Bureau 
Y-V' ^ oflnvestigation. A search through theCivil Identification Files revealed 





14 ~ . 


his BfiEje to be Joseph P. Ashkins and .furnished his adless in Chicago, ; 

with the "name of;. 'his relative who das to. be notified in 
case of. an emergency. This inforaatioh was forwarded to the. Chicago • 

Police Department to assist it in making proper disposition of the remains .... 
of , this person* Thus a • permanent r ecord of per sonaf . identity made it 
possible to notify tiae friends of this unf or tuna te individual . ^ 

It costs nothing to file a civil- fingerprint : card in the Federal 
Bureau Of investigation, . This protection of one * s identity is absolutely 
ffee, it necessitated onlyv the slight effort of having one 1 s fingerprints 
placed upon a civil fingerprint card at ’one of the identification units 
Of the polii^ departments or .other law enforcement agency in' the locality. 

: Personal identification wilt - be; . supplied to law enforce^ 

sent agencies upon request y. to. private citizens at their request for 
; their own use j and . to Civic organizations $ hich engage in pro j ects to 
educate, the public as to the; advantages of civil fingerprinting as a -means 
of insuring and preserving personal identityi. It should he pointed out,, 
however, that the Federal Bureau of Investigation does .not' engage in civil i 
idehtif ifeation ;work. With private, individuals and organisations who do 
fingerprint work, bn a ^ commercial basis, •- . '" r 

. Civil fingerprints are being .received l^. the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, from '•all sections of the country. . The number coming into 
lashihgton .is, constantly on the increase. " It is interesting to observe that 
civic organizations, luncheon clubs welfare organizations, - schools, Women* s 
clubs and expositions have submitted fingerprints until at present the v ■ 


- ; 
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numb^ received averages approzimate^y tiro thousand daily*. The Federal 

• Bureau of. Investigation is ready at all tines to cooperate to the utmost 
pith all . individuals and agencies interested in : this great work* : - -* 

V • Aside from protective benefits in identifying amnesia victims 
and unknown deceased persons, fingerprinting possesses enormous patent 
and practical advantages to all whip wish to insure their identity for 
all 'time.- ; *“ >•/•*■> * • • i. V." ■ ■■■ • i: .. 

. FUSSING- PERSOHS ' ' ’ • v. : ■ ; y." ' ‘ •" • • . . 

The FBI conducted a survey in 1937 throughout the United 

• States, indicating that 225,809 persons were reported missing* The • 
majority of the missing persons were subsequently located and identified 

vby law enforcement and other agehcies, but the whereabouts of 16,141 of 
'- these missing persons remained unknown. The survey disclosed that, there 
. were 2,158 amhesiavictims, and all but 118 of these amnesia victims. were : 

subsequently identified, either by medical research or by Search through 
.• the files of the Identification Division of the FBI. The estimated number 
of individuals who were unknown at the time of their deaths in 1937, was ; ■ ' 
astounding*- It was estimated in all there were- 11,202 unidentified . 
deceased persons, and while subsequent investigation by the authorities 

• resulted in the identification of many of these persons, 2, 60S remained 
^'unidentified ' at - the . iiae of burial. In 1,129 instances unidentified 

deceased persons tsfere ; identified by searching their fingerprints through 




;v, • ; :v. : -. •• : v : ; , • " ///-v;' 

■ V: y ' - . - the files, of the’ FBI where their fingerprints had at some, previous time ’ 

'r been recorded. The greater naj ority of deceesed 'who3e .fingerpriats t?ere- 
• ' ••• identified in the FBI had been arrested 'for a criminal Offense. .-It was 
thus-. possible to identify them and notify relatives and friends /who 
' would give- them proper burial. : ■ . 

. . Meeting an’ uxiforttihate death in d strange locality or mder . 

/•' •; : sucb^ : ^ that identifibdtion by friends or relatives is impossible 

' ; means that these per sond;- be buried in a nameless grave in Potter* s 

/'••••. : . field. ; f /v.;/' : •' ,.'U ' 

; , v;'-'.' . A ^derd; Bnoch Arden episode .was solved through fingerprints. . 

, : An individual residiftg in Pittsburgh,' Pennsylvania^ was married in July ; 

’ •: '.of 1914. During; the 'par, he enlisted in the U. S, Army add. his fingerprints 

. were recorded. Subsequent td .fh® war he amassed considerable wealth and'., 
acquired ft. insurance,. He became involved in financial 

diff levities and. one . .day. left ..the' following note' for his wife: 

; ■' ..•/v,''’ "Bear Pals — This is the vend. Have failed miserably and have 

1 ' ' ; taken refuge in. the river from the Binth Street bridged Good-bye and 

; good luckj,. (Signed) Sae, B • ■/;'■ •„•' • ,, v • . V ' ■ • • 

.v • * This note. was dated February 13, 1924. He was never seen nor . 

• • heard 'from his wife and consequently she; claimed and received from ' 

Insurance companies the principal amounts of the policies including payments 
. from the Government by reason of his Kaf Plsk Insurance i. She remarried in 
• . v . 1929 . On November 4, 1933, a person was arrested iii Pasadenay California, 

. for issuing a. check without funds. ' His fingerprints forwarded to the FBI \ • 





> were found to be identical with those of the missing husband who purportedly • •' 
.•;.<• , ; •. committed suicide •-‘in • Pittsburgh, Peimsylvan^ in 1924* ’ . • 

r ; : ^0TE<^ioii ipbBiJt.G ■/'•:•' v'-v' v . " , v - •• ' 

’.• v' : V ,.' • i *' The usefulness of fingerprinting, is apparent as an instrument ' 

to educate, develop and maintain an efficient ana honest general governmental 
personnel. It enables a check on the! character and criminal records of 
applicants,' : : . ‘ . • • • '* . ; • .• l /• ' - • 

V V- DHITIB STA'iK CIVIL; SSHVIGE , 

The Civil Service Commission of the United States is a regular 
contributor of applicant fingerprints. It subm^ted to the Sureau during 
the first three months of 1939* the fingerprints of 22,242 applicants for 
governmental positions. A search of these finger impressions through the 
files of the Identification Division resulted in the identification of 
23,05 per cent; Five hundred anti forty-six of these Identifications were . 
made against ’criminal records^ Information relative to the past criminal . 
histories of such applicants was furnished to the United States Civil 
Service Commission, in order that only the highest type of personnel might 
be secured for government positions. This policy was inaugurated in 1929 
at which time 1 out of every .13 applicants possessed arrest records while 
. today 1 out of every 41 possess previous records of criminal activities. 

. .. , ; ’ An example of an identification of this type was made in 





. Connection Kith the submission of the fingerprints of one John Tabory cho 
/made application for the position of hospital attendant at the Veteran* s 
v-/ Administration Hospital in Chi cagoj Illinois. He was identified as an , 

/ . : individual who had been arrested and fingerprinted on four occasions and 
on eleven other occasionshe was arrestedandnot fingerprinted * The 
; charges ranged from malicious mischief to manslaughter and convictions 
// for! grand-.- larceny aha burglary. were recorded for him* A sentence of 

to 15 years in Folsom Prison in Calif oraia was indicated. 

'/ ’• Tn another case a fingerprint card on a soman was received from 

y]/: the Civil Service; Commission,/ reflecting that this individual had made 

application for the position of operator seamstress in the. War Department*®- 
Quartexmiaster Depot in Philadelphia, PenhsylvauiaV A check in the files 
of the FBI Identification Division on January 18* 1939, reflected that she 
■/■• had been arrested by the Police Department of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

»' on a charge of murder* ... ■ . v”,. 1 '. . > . 

/ SAH DEPABTMBST ' - V " .. •; \ • 

To insure that the United States Army will not shelter the 
. criminal . element, the Bor Department, submits. the fingerprints of applicants 
for enlistment to. the FBI to be checked against the Identification Division *s 
files* / ’• ’ ’’ . ' ■ 

During the first. three months of 1939* 4*156 fingerprint Cards 
Were submitted of applicants for enlistment* Of. these t 361 identifications 







; V. v : were aade> and the majority of ‘ the identifications sere, effected against. ... 

-j. ;v', cr.iiainal records.; - v >, . • - .-. . . \ ' C • ■ 

• -i '■ ■■■ ■/}.': ■ A typical example of the value of-, fingerprinting' the' recruits : 1 ' 

. '.V , ; v' ; ’reflected, by the case of a; young: man who applied for enlistment in the 
: -United; States Army. Heoasideritifiedas'apersbnwhoTOsfirstfinger- 

. prated on October 12, . 1923, ty the Police Department of Shre'Teport, , 

. ' , / Louisiana, for auto "'theft..' Sdbsequently he Vas arrested’ and fingerprinted 

’ ■ - v V 'on four occasipns. on charges of grand- larceny, motor vehicle theft, 
m ^suspicion burglary and receiving stolen property* , 

, In another instance the fingerprints .of one Bichard H.', Satson 

- ' were received- from the War Department.. He was identified as an individual 

: with eh extensive criminai history. On. December 24» 1920,. he has received 

• •' - ' '■ at the State Penitentiary at Huntsville, Texas’ on. the charge’ of .forgery 

• :":-’and possessing instruments for forging, under a- sentence of two years* He 
.. . .was .subsequently arrested ph five Occasions as James B. Surphy, Bert Edward 

< ; ■ vV ■ Brady and Fred Lyle .Anderson, the charges ranging from investigation .to ’ 

./ - - robbery* . Be fas canted aB- an escaped prisoner from the Texas State , . 

... '■ . .. Penitentiary*., \ . ... ' . • ;. • > .. '• . / '' ’/ ' • . - 

. . . ’ , , . Another fugitive, from' justice located when he tried to join the 

: • ,U* S. Army eas Leonard Carl Bright*. .His fingerprints' were submitted to’ 

' the FBI by the; War,. Department Oh Earch 25* 1939, and. found to- be identical • 
with those' of one Leonard Kopplin. ’.He had excaped from, the .State Juvenile 
. . Training School at GatesvilXe," Texas, | r^ere he. had been serving a sentence 

,.' v . for robbery* ' ’ '••••' • ■ .. •' .. 






\ • a ‘i * \ 




. v, , .v ' v'- ■ 

It is likeBiste importfuat -that the naval fprc.es be comprised of 
a personnel free from criminal taint. . To insure this the Davy Department ' 
submit sfingerpr in ts of applicants to the Identification Division of the 

fbiV • ' • /;...•• ; ,. •' ; - 'v ; ' - •; - 

'- t > .. During the first quarter of 1^9 f the finger impressions of 

997 persons uho had been fingerprinted in connection with current enlist- 
ments tere received in the Identification Division of thd Bureau* Thirty- 
one of these individuals were identified with previous records | and 18' 
of them verb-' against criminal records, for instance, the card of an, , 

' applicant submitted by the Kavy . Department, and he ias found to be 
identtcal nith a. petty criminal Uho had been arrested and fingerprinted 
on 14 occasions bn; Bdnor charges * . ^ V 

l' v. • : - ■& striking Szample of identification 'effected through the medium 
pf fingerprints illustrated in the cab© of , a man mho applied for 
.enlistment at the United States Haval Recruiting Station, Denver, Colorado, 
on January 23, 1939* Hie fingerprints mere forwarded to the Identification ; 
Division of the FBI cad a search of. the files reflected that he was identical 
with an individual who' had been received at the State Reformatory in 
Colorado in 1934* under an indefinite sentence on a charge of burglary with, 
force. . '/• : - • ; . ■"* 

V : The Kavy recnnitiag station at Little Dock, Arkansas fingerprinted 

Lloyd Eonald Ahglin ttho desired to enlist* His fingerprints mere checked 
in the FBI ana found to be. identical: with those- of, Ron Lloyd Anglin who 


s 




21 V 


•\ : ,f. •, Had been twice ' arrested. He was a fugitive from justice wanted try the ' . 

Sheriff *s Office of . Bridgeport, Mebfaeha* for' horse stealing* /’■ 

; i i ' v. - ';- : '■ ■ - ‘V : ' 

.•-./•:• . fhe Mevil dogs” do not.-feaht. criminals' numbered among their 

• • personnel* The Unitea States Marine Corps, during the first-. three, months 

: • ' of :i939, 'sul^tted the fingerprints ,of. 1^859 persons- who had applied for . 

’\i; enlistment in that branch of the service* 140 .of- these individuals Her e ” 

^ ■•Tv'; > id^tified^;‘i^ii^ 'j^evious yeeoi^v ; " . 

•. . An example of this type of case is illustrated by Irving . : . . 

’ vV'-'.'-t.-; v Claude Tfurison Whose fingerprints mere forwarded to the -lHI in February, 

1939* •‘4':^'ebrch :: .pf-.the.. files ’.reflected -'that inAugust of 1938, he had been 
‘/ j arrested by. the 'Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Police Department in West 
. Virginia oh a : chafge of train riding • and sentenced to five .days in jail* . ’ 
. . ' . ' He was subsequently arrested oh the charge of beating his hay oh a train • 

. and sentenced to seive. thirty days in a road c^ip in Sorth Carolina. He 
1 . escaped'^, however,, and when his identity Was discovered by the FBI, the 
■ ' Bprtb Carolina Police authorities were advised* ' ' ’ 

, imfED states; coast guard ;. ■. : •v 1 ;' •: ;V\ -7 

w ■ The United States Coast Guard, likewise- takes advantage of the • . 

7 fingerprint service .offered by the FBI in order to prevent criminals from 
in that , branch of the government. service* From January to Harch 
'77' ,of 1939V 145 identifications were effected against the finger impressions 
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.... of 469 applicants who hadbeen fingerprinted. One of these .persons applied ' •" 

! : , under the n a tee of' pilliam Earl Roberts and his fingerprint record in the 

FBI reflected that as Far! Roberts he had been arrested by the Sheriff’s 
• - Off ice at .Palestine, Texas, invAngnst of 1932. His: criainal. history ' •' 

indicated that he : sas wanted for -car theft the Police Department of 
' " Hot Springs, Arkansas,, who desired to jbe notified of his whereabouts* 

^ ^ 

.. . ..r - ' • % Nothing is more important to efficient law enforcement than to 

- have an. organization comprised of honest law-abiding officers. It is of 
; ; : ... . , inestimable value to the public to have, fingerprints of those who apply 

for positions, in .the law enforcement agencies checked against the criminal , 

: 4 .records in the FBI to determine whether-. they have a previous criminal 

' - record.'/ .;' ','-:'- .. .V v " .V V’;. - v •' 

In the enforcement of our laws only those persons who support 

.■■■■■ '-.them-and comply with their requisites should, be 'permitted to enforce them. 
However, . instances have come td: the attention of the FBI where these 
: ; ' .. . positions have been occupied by persons having criminal records. These • . 

/■!' >icases haTe |nr<^.eh that fingerprinting should be a requireaent foz^ ai^r 
•; v ; : •; / - position: of, trust . The case of : Lester ; Parker*, Chief of Police of Coates, .1- 
Hortir Carolina* is an example of. such, an instance. On Jfuly 12» 1938, he was 
• . y ;• ’ • held on' a. murder charge .which 'be ^allegedly committed 6 years ago. In San. 

. 'f Augustine, Texas. In Coates, North Carolina, Parker wds. termed as a model ' ■ 
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citizen and a mighty good officer* His criminal record indicated that in • . 
1931 he had been arrested by the Police Department of Kansas, City, Ilissouri, 
for a hold-up but ©as turned over the Police Department in Milwaukee, : 
Wisconsin where he was wanted as a suspect of murder. ' In addition he was- • 
wanted by the Chicago Police Department on a worthless check charge. 'Hie 
previous record also revealed that' he. had been arrested by the State Police 
in Illinois as a suspect for violation of the fyer Act. . ; 

h Another instance concerns one Paul Smith who was employed in the 
. ‘.Peoria, Illinois j Police Department; Prior to his employment in the , 

capacity of an officer he was tried in the United States District Court 
at Peoria, Illinois, on May 25,: 1926, for violation of the National'' ■ 

Prohibition Act. ' y . ‘ 1 ... : v 

' / ..'innumerable instances are. noted in the FBI as iliustrated by 

the case of Harry Fittier, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Police Department. ' 

In 1937 he made' application for a position with the ^Police Department of. 

, Pittsburghj stating that he had no criminal record. / When his criminal . .' . 

•’< record wasascertained he was dismissed from the Police-Department. It ' 

• was reflected itliat he had been arrested twice j once because his car was 
'. , used in a stick-up, and the .second time on a numbers, charge in 1934, for which , 
he was sentenced . to serve a year in jail. . ' - ' >■ . • . . - 

; • On September 27, 1937, William S. Knewbob had his fingerprints . 

submitted to the FBI. He was being considered as Assistant Superintendent, 
at the II. S.. Penitentiary at Atlanta-, Georgia. This check indicated that 
Knewbob had been sentenced; on. December 24, 1932, to serve from 1 to 10 years 
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foiri; grand theft and was received in the State Penitentiary . at San Quentin,. 

• • . . California. ' v .. •• , ; .• • : 

Another instance whereby the public was protected ms in connection 
teith.theapplication for a position ofpatrolman, submitted -by William 
Fra nk li n Brougher to the Police Department at 'Beverly'. Hills, California* 

His fingerprints were taken and forwarded to the FBI for a check against 
the Identification Files* These records indicated that Brougher had been 
. committed to the State Penitentiary at Raleigh, . Hortfa Carolina, on a charge 
of larceny of an. automobile in 1930 'and teas sentenced to serve too years* 

; He ©as also arrested by the State Motor Police at Greensburg, Pennsylvania, 

. charged with the larceny of an automobile and ©as at that time committed • 
to the Pennsylvania . Industrial School to serve a term of 10 years* . . , 

. • posItiohs. of TRUST;.' •• •; y ; ■ 

■ " • The public can be truly protected by compelling the fingerprinting . 

of. those individuals who hold positions of trust such as bank officials, 
fiduciary positions, and controlling officials of. large corporations. In 
• ’this way the people would be insured against having in these offices v 

. ' individuals who, through a previous criminal record, have proven themselves 
as dishonest and with no thought to protecting the interests of their 
clients or customers, *•■.. • • • *■ 

• A- glaring example of what could, have been prevented if such • 

■ fingerprinting had been required, is presented in the reeent. McKesson arid 




Robbins Company fraud case involving th© Susica Brotbers. 

; Mthony ljusica brought' his wife .and son Philip to this country 
from Italy.--;. In the sqiialid quarters of New York City's East Side three 
. more, sons and ; tuo daughters were likewise reared* By the time Philip: 
became, a young man, the family had* saved enough money to engage, in a small 
importing business* Philip was a very capable businessman, and his career 
vV . was launched.. Hot satisfied with the progress of the establishment he mas 
operating, he falsified the invoices of his imports from Italy and thus de- 
frauded the Federal .Government, to investigation in 1909 instituted by 
'' the Federal Government led to the arrest and 'indictment of Philip Susica 
•V .and his father. The .father was discharged, hut Philip was sentenced to 
' . : :' .sei , vb' one year in a.' Federal prison, and to pay a fine, of five thousand 
dollars* Later he ''was pardoned by the President of the United States . 

. 'Philip Musica returned to Hew fork City, and before the ink 

? . . had dried oh his pardon began concocting another wild scheme. Uith his 

father, he formed : the United States Hair Company, which became prosperous . 
and successful* They moved into a larger house and Philip became a 
' debonair man about town hho attended operas and mingled with society. He 
successful financiers and entertained -state celebrities. No social 
event was too exclusive for 'the young Philip Musica. Soon the United 
• v . States Hair Company , was the leading- establishment: of its kind in Blew York . 
' City, with a pupported.^assessment of two million. dollars. ’ ■ 

; Philip obtained a loan from, a bank in the amount of $25,000.00 





. ' ' and deposited as '-'collateral. the./bilis, ot lading and bills of exchange on ^ 

‘ imports of hair supposedly.’ Trained at 1^7^0,009.00.' A bauk’elerk noticed that . ’• 

• the- f iginW on the ; bllls of 'lading appeared to have been tafepored with. ' 

■:.i investigation revealed that the. hair was of the cheapest variety and north 

•r i , only f>250«00. The iUSiaa Easily" disappeared., V It sas discovered that ■ . ' 

'■ v ; '.' "' /. ntmierpus drafts; from Philip Hueica dravn oh false . 

invoices. iteehtyrWo banks had been defrauded of . approximately eight 
' . hundred thousand dollare^ Fortunate^, the members of ; the family nere ' 

‘ - . •* . '• -’Apprehended before they copld.'lear.fc ' returned to Heu 

• J York City to answer in ’a ,cdurt of lan for this amazing spindle. -'Philip 

Musica. absolved ..his'; fai^Liyj -pleaded guiiigrj and Spent '.three years in t he 
f -Tombs Prison. .Ih l9i6 he Baa agaih free. a' 

; V', >•••,’. This ups the individual pho as. F. Donald Coster re-established ; 

• . v ‘hinself in. 1922 as Resident of a "prosperous hair tonic firm. . He obtained • 

;’ v control of McKesson- ahd Dobbins .%hufacturi^ Cdppai^. . Coster &as highly, 

’ ’* ;recc^ended'to 0aliStreet, and pbtainedhuge lpEjac of money. He took into 

the business His three; brothers, George f . Robert, end Arthur, but apprehensive •; 
of the exposure of , his past, . gave them all nee names . . George pas' henceforth 

• khotm Aft .j3e<n^ { 'Ifeit^<^'-gh<i''.'aa8- appointed assistant treasurer* Robert vas 

' knova as Rdbex^ i>eitricb and Pa8 made purchasing agent*. Arthur became 

GeorgeVernaTd anduasfiecal agent. ; , . • , 

i":'. : v •-. • •* • ' The crude drug, department of McKesson and.' Robbins regularly shoved 

a profit on the books year after year, but was returning no money to the /■■ ■• 
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■ ■ coQpany. ^ These funds were .Buppose^y being turned back into, supplies • 

' Stored' 'in. the Chadian; warehouse.’ The treasurer of tbe cospany, suspicious . 

'■ - of M riddle which he could' hot understand, made inquiries which led to . 

the tacpTerihg of .the gigantic fraud* . The Securities and Exchange .■ Commission" •" •- 
inhtit^tsd; an ^vestigation wd -atf' « result Federal warrants' of arrest weret 
issued for Coster and his brothersy Philip committed suicide* 'The true 
• ' ' identities of aii;. three /brothers^ two sisters* cad the mother were ascertained. 

Thus it was possible, by reason of false identity, to. perpetrate . 
: /\ /' a fraud wMch resUlted in . the loss of millions of dollars to trusting 
persons. Had these individuals . been required; to. be fingerprinted as 
. / Officers of a large corporation ji their record^ would have been apparent and 

' it likely would have been impossible for them to have defrauded the public. 

; in example illustrating. the advisability of having bank officials ' . 

- V.. • : fingerprinted as- a check on their; previous history is presented in the case 
... " of .James J. O’Shea... Here was an individual who was placed in a position of 

: trust and responsibility, in the National Bank of Detroit, in 1933* He was 
; . employed as a new business contact man and if fingerprinted, the bunk. 

officials wouid . have learned of his prior criminal record. In June of 1933* 

; • he was elected an assistant vice president and in January of 1936 he was 

; .elevated to a vice presidency. On April 2, 1936, the Federal Grand Jury at 
: • Detroit returned a true bill of indictment charging 0* Shea with the . 

; mieapplication of 0241,95O in violation of the lationai Bank Act. On 
-January 22, 1937, he was sentenced to serve a term of five years in the 




' ' , . United States Penitentiary at Leavenworth.. This, however., was not O’Shea’s 

first brush with the law.: The records of the Recorder's Court at Detroit, 
Michigan,* indicate that on August 3l| 1923, a complaint was filed charging 
;'\. : \0'*Sheh- : 'Hith larceny for conversion, A similar charge was filed on August 
15, 19231' and yet another charge of the same of f ease, was f lied . on July 8, • 

... .••; j ! i , 1924. Upon a/plea of guilty on November 3, 1924, he was placed on two years’ 
probation.. On December 10, 1924, O’Shea was' again indicted for violation 
.v v. ' ' ; of the' Mail- Fraud Statutes and upon a plea of guilty received a one year . . 

. .'probationary sentence. . 7 * : *' v . '• ..., •' ' . 

. ; . ’'y TMSIENTS:-.' ' ] VV*"-'.' •. 

•' 7 . ; .7' ' •• The problem. of transients is -.of. paramount importance to the 

: , public. In the best of times an 'endless stream of ^ these individuals cro£s •.. 

and re-^croes state lines. They patronise flop houses and police stations. 

. V ' . fV They .'regaJhrly shuffle: from one social agency to another. Some call them 

- v - 7’ -aigratoiy • laborers} ••others; term ihe® itinerant workers at seasonal jobs, . . . 

■\ . , 7 . ^7 ; W heed '.aare 'it' ‘Is-: -far'. more' 'ii^ortant that the public 

: have protection froa them.''The Traveller’s Aid Society of Richmond, Virginia, 
\ '7 r®Pdhtly made a -study of the transient problem in that community. It was . • 

•. ; .7 decided to; fingerprint all transient men to enlarge the scope of fact 
7. finding investigations in their cases'. Although fingerprints are ; an 

• ••' vv. ’. ; inv^dable'.aid ,in identifying criminals, they are also of the utmost 

assistance in. protecting those unfairly accused of crime. These fingerprints 
v ''7 v* of transients contactins' the Welfare agencies in Richmond, Virginia, were ... 




" • •..y."..\y O' ' • V 29 -• .V.;. ''■■■■ . yv ' y-v.;, v 

. ;; v- forwarded to the FBI! s Identification Division . Of 862 transient men 

... /./;.• 1 ' asking help from the Traveller * s Aid Society from March 23 to June 6, 1938, 

i . ; : . 858 cere fingerprinted.'. Sixty-one per cent of these were found to have 

, been previously fingerprinted and recorded at the' ; FBI, a total of 2,181 
V : ; . : • 1 ; times, (hie thousand nine /hundred twenty-five of the fingerprint records 
• ; ; were .for crime. . Alisbst' every crime on the statute books was found recorded 

V-".; -against, themiy it was learned that about 1/6 . of the transients cafed for 
V ;/ . in this p^tlcular. group used aliases, some ‘as many as 5 names. 1 It was 

/' ■ . • • ' / possible to trace the travel movements of transients at leapt partially 
. '. from their FBI records. Fox* instance, h.Virginiaa who had- been arrested 

• . in, Georgia, fJorth Carolina.', Utah, two cities in Colorado and BJorth 
•;\v' / Carolina again* returned home, to Virginia,, went back to California and 

- ' • . then appear ed as a transient in Richmond. The FBI reports revealed that 

. \ 13 Men were wanted by the police at . the time of their reception and care 

• by the Traveller *s Aid Society. ; Thus fingerprinting of transients solved . 

‘V ., to some extent the problem facing welfare agencies. They determined 

that many transients are criminals. and social recidivists of lopg standing. 
It would theref ore require, skillful diagnosis and longtime- treatment of 
their cases. The manner in which these fingerprints prove untruths: 
furnished by. the transients and establish that many of them did not have 
criminal records would indicate thcit. fingerprinting is an invaluable 
. method of defeating fraud and protecting the innocent. ’ v 
- \ .. Registration of these transients safeguards the public interests. 

It enables a close eheck to be maintained on fugitives from justice, sex 
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'offenders, and roaming predatory. criminals. j . 

• {: • The decennial census of 1930 indicates that ! 23 *4. per cent of 


the native 


of the United States resides, in a State different 


. froa the. State of birth. However, from data compiled from fingerprint - . 

' records* 4914 per epht of' the persons arrested and fingerprinted in 1937 
were at the tiiio outside of their State of birth. This means that more . 
than one-fourth of the persOTO ari^sted 'aid fingerprinted throughout the 
United States are. transients in the Sense that they have moved from one : 
Statu, to another 1 (this; is , in excess, of the normal interstate movement 
. amounting, to 23»4 per, cent, as shown by the 1930 decennial census) . . 

) < Recently in Men York State' the ?/orkc^ Progress Administration . 

. ordered all individuals, on the UPA rolls ; to be fingerprinted. ■& storm of v - 
criticism arose. . As. a result,, however, a large number of individuals who 
were not entitled to relief were identified, and persons wanted for crimes' 
in various parts of the country were located. Fingerprinting would thus 
aid- uneaployment and relief projects. It would serve to identify -and 
act as. a check on persons having charge of public records and property 
in ' the various UPA projects ' . 


APPLICANTS FOR; LICENSES' . ' ' 

s ' . Sany police departments throughout the .country protect the' 
public by fingerprinting applicants for licenses to operate cabs, junk 
•shops, ; to obtain gun permits and to carry firearms'. It is a means of 
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presenting, confirmed criminals, insane persons, dope addicts, epileptics. ; 
; and others frm obtaining an operator^ .and. chaiiffeiir^s licensee . For - 


. instahce t .. pn September 23, 1938,.' the police department, at Indianapolis, 

. Indiana; .forwarded to the Federal Burdau.of Investigation a fingerprint l ’ 
.card for on& Walter Saunders. v • .Infbraation appearing on this card indicated 
. th^t. this person was v an applicant for a. position' as cab driver in '''iv 

Indianapolis. ' When searched through the files of the Identification-' 3 . 

• ^vision, it t/ae fdund that he had. been fingerprinted on 3 prior occasions 
Ity.lap enforcement agencies in connection with the violations of laws*. ‘ . ; ;v 

, In 1924 he was .hentbneed to serve. 6 months for vehicle theft. In September 
’ of 1928 he was.arTestedly the police department at Terre Haute, Indiana, 

On charges of robbery end committed to the State Reformatory to serve . i 
from 1 to 10 years. * The files indicated that Sawders had escaped from 
tie Hef omiatory' 'in January, 1931. A wanted notice was placed against his ’ 
record and when the instant fingerprint, card was received u telegram was ' ; 

; sent to the State Reformatory of Indiana inf oraing. them of the location i; y 
of the escaped felon. Another instance where fingerprints linked an . . - ' ; 

applicant, Otto Himmeli with ah - atrocious murder was presented on September 
14, 1938. Oh that .day the Sheriff's Office of Detroit,. Michigan, forwarded . 1 

to . the FBI the fingerprints- of ‘an individual who applied for hospitalization. .' 
The records showed that this individual was wanted by the Sheriff at Auburn, 
Indiana, on a charge of ; murder. Two .'aged women living on & -farm near : 

Coin^aj Indiana^ had been brutally beaten by HLEuael and one; of them had y-y.y.-, 

died. He had obtained §1.40 as the result of .this atrocious, crime* ^ He ; • 


;• V ••• . 




was returned, to. Indiana to face prosecution. ■ 

; : . • Another instance of the value of fingerprinting to prevent ;• ; 

criminals from obtaining licenses 'whefeby they, upuld come in. general • 

contact with the public, is reflectedin thecase of Richard YJesel Strong. 

V On March 2, ,1938* this individual under the name of Cecil Clarence, Barrow . 

‘ applied at Santa Barbara, California, for a peddler’s licensed His 
' fingerprints were takep and forwarded to the FBI *s Identification Division. 
Iramediately . it was- found that he. was wanted' by the- police at Chicago, . Illinois, 
for a murder and robbery committed- at 'the.Drake Hotel of that city on July, 
..'•'29,' 1925.. ftfwas also ■ reflected; ^iat ^'tuid an extensive prior criminal 

record ; and served time - in' penal ihstitutipUs. , ' . \ . • 

' Resorts are adopting the -practice' of fingerprinting employees . - 

. , in order to check for ’any previoiis criminal record. In Miami, Florida, 

’ a local .ordinance requires 1 employees of hotels, night clubs,, bars, 

restaurants* and golf clubs to be fingerprinted and these prints are checked 
against the records in the;, FBI r s Identification Division. BatertUiners 
. in night, clubs are likewise fingerprinted. It is thus possible to .prevent 
the criminal element from preying upon the public. in that community by 
obtaining employment in work wherein opportunities are presented for. them 
' to practice their dishonesties. . ^ *•' 

- V-’:.:.--;'.' \ y . ' = . ■ - 

. Aside from the use of fingerprints as a means, of identification ' 

in crininal bureaus, civil purposes, for the protection of personnel identity . 





and, protecting the public against ths lawless, element, there is also a 
- wide application ,pf this systen uhich should not be overlooked by- the 

•' ' public. ; ;'"V' .... . ; • 

/•' f:'-;,’ .-'-I . ^k lDSaflFICA^IOSS •'.:■ • 

; " ; . . In banks there, are numerous ways in which a definite .identif&> 

-rV; '.?cstidn is necessary or advantageous, for instance strangers who present 
_ "checks' f br . payment 'and other ‘■clients aunt' be' identified It is necessary 



as' a .safeguarding of personal checks’ and other, papers. Several banks have 


'devised methods- predicated. 'Upon fingerprints as b signature. Understanding 


that , the :finge*i»in't' system is . basdd: Upon natural features, it is readily 
• under stsndable that': it is eh;, indisputable ' method. of personal identification • 

’ v : ; -.7 and cannot be forged. It is especially, valuable, in the Case of the small- \ 

7 depositors in ■ the' savings bank. .Fingerprints have been’ used: as .the • ' . 

. background for ’the /S'ig^ture'lsmd .’the - bbdkground for the sun of money for ' • . 

. /I. Jv ' nhich, the 1 check id drawn/ thus- the fingerprint proves the identity, .of the . , ' 

1 ; . writer and prevents hlteratioiiE ,ih ; the :efgi^ture. f : 

7,- . id^tificatioh of- babies- is eiatepuiti hospitals • ' . ; 7 • 

' ; • ' . . .1 777';v- '."-KCb’ chances .of ‘.aii error in ' the identification of new-born- babies , v . ; - 

7 ' . .in hospitals has become very remote ''through.- the' utilisation of bn’ f ■ 
\:-0 absolute identification by which the different children may be definitely 

: 7 7 : recorded. -Several hospitals have adopted the. practice of footprinting 

; *' •, these infants. Thesoles of the foot,, .like the'- tips of the fingers* bear. 

; ridges and furrows which form a definite pattern that; can be classified 





;• \ and filed in a systematic manner'* However , the skin of new-born babies is . 
.. . - .fib; fine ':t%t:vth<e ;v ^obtpir^bts 'lend '-themselves ..mpzv readily to classification. 

.. . ; . v This will insure that the mother, between the titsb of her confinement ' and 
• • the . time wten she is strong enough, to receive the phild, will be given 

■■ . ber’ own 'child.*' / H ■ ' . - v . ^ •• • 

, - ; - passports . ■ : •. ' ; y. ... : ■ .vyy. V *■ 

v : , • ; The protective value of fingerprints as a mark Of personal . 
identification is < forcefully illustrated in their use on passports, 
travelers checks, travelers Cards and the like. .Nowhere. is it necessary 
. r. ; for a person to; identify himself Sore often, than in traveling — especially 
- . ; in these unsettled times' travel abroad can be made, more safe and pleasant 

if the traveler carries in his pocket the uncontradictabla, unchangeable 
...mark'' of his personal identity. ; ' 7 : 

■■■"■ .... ■ . ' ' ypEssioi^yy,;‘ ; > ™ 

■ ; ’ . ; ; . ' The- use of fingerprints in connection with payments to pensioners 

. ... and other beneficiaries. precludes any question, of forgery with, the finger^ 

■ print records 'kept in the office of the agency disbursing the funds. The . 

•"y v . .v reci^eat would be asked to prove his identity by signing the. receipt with 
hie fingerprints. As' previously mentioned, this was the earliest use of 
• . - fingerprints as employed in, India by Sir Silliam Herschel and ; has been 

. ' ... independently devised elsewhere for this purpose. In the bonus payments 

a y-.y saade--^ , the Government to Veterans the recipient is reqtdred to identify , 




...himself by his fingerprints. It is essentially 1 the same as the identifies- • 
tion of depositors in banks and represents .the same methods* ; . 

J'V .aue-is " '-; ;* V; 

, Considerable comment has been , proyoked thronghout the nation 
as the resuit of undesirable aliens ;in the country, together with non- ;• 
eitiaens, although of good reputation* who . are 'recipients of welfare 'funds, 
and employed on various Governmental relief, projects* ' Sore often than not . 
it is practically impossible to locate individuals of this type because 
there is no central depository wherein information concerning, them can be 
found* Thus, . the fingerprinting of aliens would serve to correct a ' •• . 

condition- of ' this type* . ' . / V;'. .. * ; ' • : •' * 

• ■''vr’ ; ' ■ , : > •_ \ 

. ' . . . • Quite frequently the prosecution, of .a guilty person who has 
perpetrated 4 v £r$m&''.and; 'violated, the laws of this country is impossible 
due to the fact that the necessary witness has disappeared. Obviously, 
if fingerprints of .this witness were on fiie and he was subsequently located 
in another part of the country his identity Would be definitely established 
and justice would be aided. This means of identification could also be 
extended to civil cases and - universal fingerprinting would be of material 
assistance to an orderly operation of our courts. . . 

An example of a case where fingerprinting would have been of 
invaluable jassistance is illustrated b$. a case whereby a former World 
>7ar Veteran mysteriously disappeared .from a boat in 1926, while en route 




' from -Me» York to 'Profideace^'ipidde Islandi .. 

^ . His wife,.- after 7. years of cdntinTWd,:<unexpIaiae?I absence of 
her husband, sued the Government in.an; effort to. collect on a policy 
of Bar Risk Insurance. Investigation. by AgeiitB of th.e FBI developed 
?''• facts which indicated; that the Veteran had purposely 'disappeared and / c. 
•>'-v : • ; probably . was. not dead . His fingerprints,- taken while in the military 

•; CY force, were on file fin* the FBI. Sfiould universal fingerprinting be in 

. effect it would be possible to locate this person who would be a vital 
; ; wiitoess'iri/the' instant sidt.; v. •. • v' ; 

Y;. : ’ ' : : A. similar case illustrates this fact. Another Bar Veteran had 

disappeared from his home, and: the Administrator of the Veteran’s affairs 
. , : ."Y had filed claim for payment of the. Veteran’s adjusted compensation, by 

\ ? -treason ; pf the ^accounted for absence of the Veteran over a period of 7 

. yearsi His fingerprints uereV forwarded to the FBI and they were found 
• to be identical with the fingerprints of. an individual uho had been arrested 

•by the; Police i?epartment ' at Cievoland, Ohio, on Say 27, 1930 j on a charge 
v . ' . of removing mortgaged property. Thus the Veteran' who was, the. best defense 

fitness for the. Government was identified as. living and the claim for pay*- 
' • • . . ment ms refused by the. Government. . .. 

, V . v v..'' , . RECEIPTS AHD IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS ; . / ' ' ' 'Y 

• . Because a fingerprint is a person’s uhforgeable signature, 

... fingerprint identification would be a protection to the public against 
charity racketeers, unscrupulous Operators, bad cheek artists, and 
fraudulent conveyances, .and would tend to decrease the many frauds that are 




, !"/ '‘vV;' •>. 37;* ■■ ; V:;/.-'- '?■/'/* ' / 

perpetrated* Of mterial . assistance to the business world would _be the use 
.. of /'fiaigierprihts as- a. signature' on receipts* An outstanding example' of 

the benefit to be derived from ■ this method of identification* is an outgrowth 
.'of the recent notorious John Dil linger case in Chicago.!. Ih the efforts of ■ 

.• ■*' ■ the Federal. Bureau of J^veetigation to apprehend this vicious criminal, U .. . ; 

:\^xi8pec%<ir Samuel ;Pi'.Cbwley. arranged with ixma .Sage, !a friend of Diliinger»s,' 

;. to pay her five thousand dollars for the information which lead to the .: 

‘ .'''iocation of John Milinger^: It L Should be mentioned that Anm Sage had an . ' , 

extensive criminal record and her fingerprints were. on. file in the 
identification Division of the FBI. She. furnished the desired information v 
: and Dillinger*a career of crime was- ' ended by . Special Agents of the^ FBI « ' 

> Pursuant to the agreement 'With Anna. Sage, Inspector Cowley, who \wae later - 

. slain by “Baby; Face V Belson, paid her five thousand dollars. In return ;. ’ 

!£br t&is money* . ..Inspector Cowley, prepared a release and receipt which set ■' 

; •. . forths« ... V. •• V..--. v ‘, 

; “I,,. Anna Sage,, for ^ and in consideration of the sum of five 

thbusahd dollars (05, ■000.00) lawful money of the United States of America* « ' 

. V: to Ee in hand paid by. S.-. P. Cowley, ,Icnowri to Eae as an official of the 

United Sta^s Apartment of Justice, the' receipt thereof in full is hereby ' 

. actopwledged/ have remised^ released and forever discharged, and by these ' - "• 

. presents do,, for" my h©i?S>-. executors and administrators, remise, release.’ 

.■'! ..; and ^forever discharge i.the; United • States of Series, the said United' States' * ! - 

' *■; ' ' Department of Justice, or division thereof j aiu3/-or any of its. officials, ! ••• 

employees or the Attorney General- thereof ,. it, his. or their heirs, executors, ' 



- »V" ■ 


'■ ■ • ■;-•• ->*..38 > - ••••'• .<Y 

: • . \, : ' .successorsi and Maiirilstretofs, ' of and from .all and alltmahner of action 

sad actions j baiise and causes of. actions, .' suits, debts, ^ diieSj, sums of ’ . 

• • iHcoaey, r.feckoningsj ; convenants, contracts, controversies, agreements, promises j 

■' ^ variances, trespasses, damages, judgements, extents^ claims and demands 


whatsoever, in. let? or in; equity. 


I ever .had, now have or which 


administrators ‘hereafter can*. shall or may have tgr . 

;;..y L: .'Reason of; the\ said employment,, or iy reason of any other tetter resulting 

v i‘ tl^efrooVi^.. ct^eot^’t&erei&tb ip any manner whatsoever from, the ' 'beginning • > 
L : y-yJ •' Lv : of ; the world to the date of these 'presents.:. :i -..V . ' v «. 

t/'.y i.;hav<& hereunto set my' hand, seal and fingerprints,.' .;• 

. >: . / . _ this 11 th day of October at lios Angeles,. California, in the year one / ' . . . 

• • - ..( . thousand nine' hundred thirty-four.” . .• * \ ..; ;; V • 

;v : y'-\ ; In aiiditidn to signing, .this document, :'Anna'‘Sag6' likewise placed • 

her fingerprints thereon and. a fingerprint expert also certified on the -..y 
•.Cf y receipts,' . : •; vLv’L’L ■ ■■■'. . ' ■ ■ : 

.• V ^ '’? 0 asbington,. D.. C. - .y;y .. ■ 

V . . ' fOctpbe? ’ 13/34 -7 I here]^. certify that 1 have today examined 'Y- • 

• ; " ' the. f inger, impressions appearing hereon and have found them to be identical 

.. L pith the fin impressions, of Anna Sage, on file in the Identification Unit, 

: : ;;L'Ox Division of Inyestigaticm, U. v S e 'Department of Justice.® . ■ 

•V "Thus, Anna Sage is precluded from alleging that the -law; ■ / • , ’ ' 

■ ;>•. .enforcement officers did not live up to. their bargain with, her, . 

vL ; ^; c J -.L - y'coacijjsioii/:. . ' y. L :• y • .• 

y . I^e fundamental object of fingerprinting as a means’ of identifi- 



cation is to facilitate registration. If all of us were fingerprinted 
and personal data of .public significance were currently reported to a 
central clearing agency, the, identity of all living persons and even the 
unburied dead could be quickly and easily established. It is a matter 
. of common sense and expediency for every citizen to desire to have his 
fingerprints on record for his otra protection. Objections have been forwarded 
' but they are surprisingly inane. First, the objector dill say that it 
reflects upon his reputation to have a set of his fingerprints in a central 
file. Then there will be the excuse that it is an infringement of his 
personal liberty and he might also add that sometime he might get into 
trouble and will not want his fingerprints on record. Mo one of these 
excuses has the slightest legitimacy. The idea of associating fingerprints 
with criminals is fast disappearing. Forward-looking citisens in their 
own defense have formed a nucleus about which universal fingerprinting 
will come into being. Fingerprinting is a protection of personal 
liberty, a protection of the home, a protection of the individual. The 
potential uses of the fingerprint science in commercial, civil, and 
. private life are enormous. • 

;.' J The Civil Identification File of the Federal Bureau of 


Investigation is e veritable "Who’s Who in America, n and to have the ; 
fingerprints made for inclusion in this file it is only necessary to visit . 
4 any identification unit of a law enforcement body and express your desire. 
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*V ' '. : v <9 ' 

ytfr# Courtney ttyley Cooper. 
<J 4 33 Forth Lahevi aw Drive 
Sabring, .Florida ; . ' , \ \ 

Dear Py ley: ' 


y 1C, 1939 


. I shave your -latter of May/ 13 isHk the draft of the 
article ^Suspect Unknown, ” an^I atz returning ^herewith the 
letter (m&rcdsed 'vo you? on t‘af 11 by Mr 4 th^CfiChesonan, A rt 
^/editor of 'Collier’s Magazine* '.X$c story is Shfapoellctit one. 

•v , ' \ ' V X ^ > \- '* 

- .Pith respect to Collier’s, 1 iaapied to personally advise ' 
that there has. been no change in my Attitude concerning 

*7 jir X* N - 


you 


70 


j jdhio publication* • t&uenttn Reynolds ^ntenplaieC callabQ* 

*s< rating on" the arttole'f ’Death in the Bcadltn'esf it lias his cs* 


pressed intention to attempt to secure its publication in ■&£&.. 

■ Saturday loaning Foot* •* However, I later found that the story 
: had bean completely set up for publication in Collier's and 

Cucnttn was so insistent at the. time that it would bcgikco • 
much to him to be able to go ahead with He publication in f 
Collier *s that. 2 felt it wap too laic to do anything about n ’ 
it, so you see the. article appeared in Collier ’s more or ieeo ''c. 
as the result of an accident* I can, never forget the action? 
of Collier’s in publishing the Say\4Dicher article years ago. v-s^ ■ 
because I Have always felt that their, action was entirely g, -f 

inexcusable.. : ' .sd- ‘ 

■•■■■' ■ . n 

■ . ' ■ ■ s ■ .rf 

■In view of the fact that you have written the story 
’’Suspect Unknown” I would like very much to help in connection- 
with the matter mentioned by-lfr* Chessman, particularly se- 
if it memo- anything to you* It would be difficult to permit. 
Collier’s photographer to take- $ series of pictures here 

<**> xsa have 'denied many' similar requests in 'the past 
p anel 'T1Tbdut& set a precedent.,, which would be undesirable* 
a Uo^9CY‘f I c& furnish you a complete set of • photographs 
."bhicn "W have token- <» the, laboratory and in connection with 
Ur ofn&r~uvtGnttfic apparatus in the Bureau, from which Collier’s 


/ 


~ / e=n 


V — h 

XT 

-o 


• 4 

O 


*’<fflftvt mm uiful& draw designs -to illustrate the story. Further** 



ftOWMMHIC8,T!0HSSfC T,r '8 

MAI I, * ^ 

may 17 1939 


tUluA eURfilt Of IHHSflMTlW. . 
u. 8. OtFlBTSMI Cf HUTICE 


isl 





dou.rtnoy'.B.yley; Copper ;■ v^v^- ;\; ’ ■ .;' : '^ayj€fyltl30 ■ •• 



rct&ia 6c "pl&0p4 'W have .. . . 

the" a ft to &/ v io it ’the D&recm 04f0: through the Laboratory ;*' 
pp.vtHeP he .^ight./orti ftg’s. 'Q-w^'ytr.preeaiQno in' pomeftion m'ith 
pfe'p4v1 && •«*•• layeiit f&e apeottpahy the ctory* . If you, think ' ■ .*;•. 
thio Mill beet the pMu&tipn' t ■mill he vary glad Shdoedte. ; 
peh&c ym. the rpet ' :of':pipturm- ■upPn, yfcaoipt - of mord-.frp o ypufy- 


......... . • : '-. ;: ,'X do /iOUC £U, £ft<? '.V.*. 

■/• • ' epfotp.pSpt. $fe<? 'prmedt'.t t&e e '304 tGl'fgmt namd-virwon-i''- •■ 

; it. , occurred '4&; rw.thGt- in, eiep of thin you might txznk to 'rh \ 
*';e 'hange' this- ■p0p£jft* . . .. . ' .'■ f- ; : . ; ’: t ■•..■ • ■:'•• 

•. '.. [fftytfhi oXlgood , V : ! i Yv. •. ..■ ... : ; v^: 

• : :'•'>• ; ’ -- V ;;'^ : r,v' yfyiM ' ’: : f;i 7 ^ - 77 : ]r : ff ■ 

■■’’..; .. ' '-/-y,, f\. ^g?ir -.Hqfover ;. "' ' '. .'• i .-. 







COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebrjng, Florida 


Mr. E. A. T grarn 

Mr. Cl©?!? 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crowl , 

Mr. 

Mr. Fczrrarth 

Mr. Glavin 

jj Hr. Harbo 

Mr. Theater 


Mr. Ivichola..!^. 

Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 


May 13-39 

Bear Edgar: 

I am sending you the enclosed letter cold, 
any tact which I might employ, as you well know, wou]| 
have all the grace of a low-slung hippopotamus. 

In fact, I know nothing about the reasons 
lack of cordiality. Or rather, the causes; I haven't 
been around Collier's much, and I just judged from the 
f publication of"Death in the Headlines "the re that everything 
was jake. 

uf \ 

The story the y “ention is fiction, and is one of those 
v 6- r I°us magazines to which I referred in a recent letter as 

/ $ i a 

V C Shortly to a PP ear * 1 am enclosing a copy, so you will know 
^what it is all about. 






J 


In case your reaction is negative, don't bother to 



assign a reason^as I have a very easy and legitimate "out" 

on the whole matter. 
lV f 


'/ 


/ 


„ ( j ' ■) i/ 

f u t \ - 
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I St 



RECORDED 
Samezevt 




■ ■- .'-nr., , -n ■■ -»-■ T . ~n 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
MAY 18 IS 3 9 

U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 














.ov 


M 


ON COWTMNtt) 



J 


& a-k >. - 








COPY 


COLLIER 'S 

TEE NATIONAL WEEKLY 
THE CROWELL PUBLISHING COMPANY 
250 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


May 11, 1939 


Dear Mr , Cooper: 


We'd like to illustrate "Suspect Unknown" 

( murderer trapped in FBI ’laboratories) photographically - 
a tour of the bureau labs, stressing the activities men- 
tioned in the story , There will be no attempt to identify 
the story characters, and we need not identify any ^of the 
bureau's pers onnel, If we were given a free enough hand, 

I think we could do some pretty dramatic and interesting 
photography , 

Charlie Colebaugh thought you might be 
willing to use your influence with J , Edgar to get our 
photographer in. The situation may require a bit of tact, 
because Collier's is not so popular with the head G-Man, 
You probably know why. 

If you can help , we'll appreciate it a lot, 
With kindest personal regards. 


b- 


Cordially yours, 
(sgd) W, 0, Chessman 


Mr, Courtney Ryley Cooper 

Sebring 

Florida, 








'if 








Dr. . George B. Eusterman 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, Minnesota 


.• Dear Dr. Eusterman: 



I was very happy to receive your' letter of 
May 24, 1939, relative to my address, "Fifty Years of. 
Crime in America , " recently delivered in Nashville , 
Tennessee, • • 

•• It was a disappointment to me personally 
that I was -not in the City on the occasion of your 
visit to Washington, but when you are again here I 
hope' you will be sure to call "at my office. 

•• With best wishes and kind regards, 

/ V*'-. i. ' Sincerely yours, 







MAYO CLINIC:.. v\ 


Rochester, Minnesota 


••May -24^1939 


\-i \ ..w 1 


r * • 

S, - :.• 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover' 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


v .. I have your kind letter of jfety^20V with enclosure 

of address delivered before ' a Business Club-:in Nashville , 
Tenn, This reprint, like all others you have .'sent me", 'will 
be read with interest and profit .and will be filed' away 
for future use, .A; few months ago I also addressed the 
.Academy of Medicine of.' that city and fiad^a large and in- ; 
spiring audience. I Also recently. addressed. a Catholic / 
Women* s Organization, basing my talk on .data/ furni shed by 
you and on material from that informative volume V "Designs • 
in Scarlet.? *» ':Y'; ‘ Yf 'f 

My family (wife and, five, children) and I spent / v C 
three days . at the White .House during- the New Year’s .holiday 
as guests .of the leading family. ;. I wanted to. see you per- : • - 
sonally but Mrs. Roosevelt’s secretary,' after considerable 
telephoning, informed me that you .Were out of . the city.. . 

With kindest personal regards and trusting this 
finds you well and happy,' I am . . , ' . 

• . / 1 ’ .. Very sincerely yours , , . : , : 


gbe;ge. 


•: '. , S/ Geo. .Euisterman 

v Dr., George B^^Eusterman 
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•:• ■*■; ; June -6, 1939: 




' -;{V<?V ■ [ tlr. Courtney Cooper :• 

-- T433 Worth L&^evisa Brive- i,i|E 

..•••• ./ .-W Sebrin.-.:, FiorioaV "v . • .: . T'V KUU l};' 


; Sebrin^', Floriaaiv v. 

Dear’ i^rieyg . ' . ' 





V:-- 


/BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


..v ■ Ta, accordance tilth youf letter o£. ■ • *.V.. 

• June 3rd, X oe happy to advi fie that t&e photo- •-, ■ 

/•graphs were forwarded to’ Hr.' Chess, hair. ' :: •'/*:' •' 

. today. . -I, 'thought you night be interested in a ••• •; •'/_ / 

. • ,'Gopy ojt the letter' which .•I:;;pent ;hi©»'0 ::v ■•’"'•V 

. -/ ! : I . wa§ ';glad.- to ^6^’: thaXyow ^oyed^-^v.'.'; •• 

the Nashville speech. ‘ T hope that’; the' arrange-- 

Bent *ith ~jTo<SC|3^L'. vsatiofactorily.. . - - 

v .v;' . 'ftiili best 'wishes and iiiarid- regards, v V.Tp/.Y '-i. ,y-', 


-■ 4 rl 


I ^l r * Tic3aon ,l\ 9m : ' 
Mr - *■ 

#5 $ P«cd . Li'. <. 

^uCoSay*.^^^' 
%• i* s onT70nb v 

* ' . . ■ f v. v;**»»*i 

**> Clovia V \ 

r C aO^v ;;’^2 j 

r \ K ^ -T- - ..v 1 

Pr.Qu.in u Tnrvr, . j * 


.Enclosure 



• V 5 ■ ; 


jT-lX* ;v^ 


■/ ‘ •■ -p., ‘. • 

n x’Tjsmtrwyt' H/Wf 


. ■* L J. ^ •,.■»■ 






»■" • . ' >i < X'-ji.' - / 


; SvFC0RDU) COPY FXLI:i 1 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring. Florida 


J uH© 3 1 39 


Dear Edgar: 


Mr. Tolson...T?T. 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Crcwl 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Foxv7orth . . 

Mr. Giavin 

Mr. Earbo 

Mr. Lester 



Mr. Tracy 
Miss GrJidy . 


/ 


Chessman on Collier’s reports that he'd 

I Mr. Nichols * 

very much to have a set of the pictures of the fcureaujj^^^TnmSi.... 
to illustrate my story^" Suspect Unknown." 

In the interest of speed, will you be good; 
enough to ask Nick to address them directly to him. The 
name is: \ 

"W.QvtPhessman, Art Editor, 

Collier's Weekly, 

250 Park Avenue, 

New York, N.U. 

Best to youse, K eed. 

Sai 












w 


~Hz 


>r~^ 


T enjoyed -the Nashville speech a lo~t. Also have written 
Wheeler M c Mi llan on -the Farm Journaj he wrote me following 
your le tter to him. 



V* J 

4 
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I, 


JEHiHUGsROB 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. ^ ’ 


' CC - 160 


; FEDERAL BUREAU OF . INVESTIGATION^ " 

UNITED ‘STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
" ‘ . •"* . JUIJE 7 , 1939 


Transmit the following message to: 'OQtmT&ET RILEY COO FEE 

ry yp PQRP fflP 433 MOUTH LA Kij VI u U DRIVE 

w •• .••••• ■smam'fh •• Fiosxm ■ 


ATTommr gememl *s seo^etary • ms advised ' that at. twelve pooii 

BOMBAY HE WILL BE GLAD TO SEE YOG, , ; V" ' . ' • 


■ JOlffl EDGAR .HOOVER 





GQIMC&IIQHS aiXTIO 





BI-37 - 6-7-39 4-10PM GOVT PD 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

v 

433 NORTH LAKEVIEW DRIVE 
SEBRING, FLORIDA , • 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S SECRETARY HAS ADVISED THAT AT TWELVE 
NOON MONDAY HE WILL BE GLAD TO SEE YOU. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


BIS-37 











WH11 19 DL XC 


federal dcsss c? ircisvOTm, 
e. s. c^ciir nr jshik 

cofiflfifiUMfCfliiOHs eecni'ii 

c ; . wm 

WESTERN UNION 


Mr. Tolflon 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg ;. 

Mr. Goffey J . . 

Mr. Crowl.. 

Mr. Egan . .. 

Mr. Foxworth . 
Mr. Glavin . 

Mr. Harbo . 

Mr. Lester . 

Mr. Mclntire 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy. 






; SEBRING FLO JUN 7 1040A 1939 
J EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU INVESTIGATION 
US DEPT JUSTICE WASHDC 

DEAR EDGAR; US THE MONDAY DATE OKAY WITH THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL? IF SO WILL ARRIVE SUNDAY AFTERNOON. BEST 
WISHES . 1 

RYLEY 




4-99 


FBI/ DOJ 



erf** 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
^ DIRECTOR 

LBN:CH 


£) 


t 


• « 

^federal bureau of Snuestigatfon 

United States department of Suatfce 
ilhisiiuigton, 30 . <E. 

July 1, 1939 


> 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm.... 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mp. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

rtf. CpowK iff!-*.— 

Mf. Harbo 

Mp. Lestor 

Mf. Lawler 

[ Me. Nichols 

Mr. $oaen 

Mr. Suuro 

Mr. Quinn T amm -. 
Mr. Tra^y ..%*«*»* 
i Mloo Gandy ..uo« 


In view of the large number of requests received 
in the .Bureau Library for Courtney Ryley^ooper 1 s new 
book, ^ ^Designs in Scarl et , 11 it is respectfully suggested 
that the Chief Clerk’s Office be authorized to purchase 
two copies of this publication, which is published by 
Little, Brown and Company, and listed in Publishers’ 
Weekly at a price of $2.75* 

Respectfully, 


C/d'* 







INDEXES 






tfiff ~3r */:*-'■ . 
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Miss Mary Elizabeth Leasure 
4431 Montana Street - 
El Paso , : Texas • . ' ' 




Dear. Mary Elizabeth: : . . .. ' ' ‘ •. 

J ... It' was a pleasure indeed to receive your, 
letter of July 6, 1939 » which I read upon my return 
to Washington, and I am delighted to learn that your 
poster was awarded a prize.-- " • • 




May I take this opportunity to extend ' 
ray hearty congratulations, and I know. that with 
your talent and ability you will continue to re- 
ceive high honors' for your work. 

With best : Wishes and kind regards, / 
Sincerely yours, > 





'ORIGINAL FILED W ^'4' 



£ 

C 0 P.Y- ’ 


i 




v 

; . > • 

: V’ 




... ;* >V :; . 




. VO* 








Dear Mr s .^Hooyer, 

- ■ •: Since you- have been so; interested in^iny. .art; r ,X' 

■ wprk .1 thou^t you mi^t" be glad to know-tkat the^ericaii ; 


/•'Magazine • for. August reports' 'that 'iiiYt)03ter was placed in - V.Wv- 
the fourth; division- for; a-'prize ' of : 't'en‘ dollars./ I am very-' •••f' • VV' v 
/ grateful thdt i did so wei^as f only teacher • 1 *^v': • v: .'*V 

and ..the' others' were all . from .big high schools and rmi t« , ■ • V - V; \ V • 




<u v •£», : 

‘ ** ' / 




uia ,tne .others- were. 'all . frpm : .^;ig hi^ schools and / quite 

a;<f ew jire^ ?* L v -i‘ %* •, 

.- '■T: i-.-With' best;, wishes .for' a. pleasant summer. r = :C ri-: " : '. ■ ‘ -• 

. * ..* •••.. v\; . /;/ \. v *. ‘ V- v \ 

’ ... . 1 ; •* y.j . -<s\ v.* '■* \* ; ‘ >*y v.„- *• • * • >’*• ' v- ' f •. *j\, v . .■ • 

:•* ' . . . Si .rTrtft-noTv »'«-•. ' "• * : V:.- -V" ,; '* ■ •. . 


' f' 


J . 





Harry Payne Burton 
Editor 
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Dear Mr. Tolsonj 


Av 

f V" 


STREAMLINING 




LBN : IS 
94-3-4-20-^ 

^-ECORDEB ' 


August 7, 1939 


Hr. Champs J.Stoakes 
General Secretary 
The Community Young Sen's 
Christian Association 
SJemrk, Ohio t. 


; Dear Ur. Stoakess 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated July 28, 1939, with reference to Mr. 
Courtney Ftyley Cooper's book "Designs in Scarlet." 

Uhile I have not had the opportunity of 
completely reading this book, I do know that Ur. 
Cooper is considered a Very reliable and factual 
reporter and- that he Spent considerable time per-, 
s anally investigating the situations which he 
portrays in his book.. . 

I am taking the liberty of enclosing r . 
several publications, uhich I thought might furnish - 
you with certain suggestions for the program Uhich ^ 
you have in mind. ' . ' 

. \ - •* . • ■ . . ’ • * ‘ . ;o 

- • ’ .tilth best trishes and kind regards, ^ 

• • : Sincerely yours j. • • A «, < 


03 T 
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w 


4 T- . 

•”n 
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Ir. 

E. A. Tanirn^., 

- 

' T r. 

Cllesfg 1 .....: ... ; 

■i 


Coffey 

II 

" u 

■r. 


f‘ 

- F' 

*?. 

Giavjxi .. ... 

•1 

T. 

Crowi ’ 

'{ 

v. 

Hnrbo 

-i 

Tr. 

Lfeeter .u. 


■ :r. 

Laivler .. _ - 

-i 




; M'r. Nieholfl .. . . i 

Mr. Rooen : ^ 

Mr. ' Sears _ . ... f .... . j 

Mr. Quia a Ttu.xm i . . 

'iv Tracy...... . ( 

.u. 1 Gandy • 


Enclcstxro QJ\\ 

How to Fight Crime :> 

Your Task As a Citizen 
‘ Fifty Years of_Crime in America t . 

' ISSerf i° ftlS 

' . • ' I M A f L E D 

. v. ./ ■ >. ' ; ]•#; AUG - 8 : . 1939 ^ 
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Mr. Tolson. 
Mr . Nathan .... 
. E. A. Tami 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Chief, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have just finished reading* with interest, a hook 
from the Public Library entitled ^ Designs in Scarle t 11 written^- n»rbo 
by C ourtney Ryley^Cooper who reports a great many" conditionpY^j 
of immorality among young people ’across the country which 
should cause an organization like ours a great deal of con- 
cern. Your name is used frequently in the volume. 




Mr: 

Mr. 


! Mr. 

I Mr. Sears . 


How authentic do you consider this report? Has it beenjj Mr - Quit “ 
over-exaggerated? What is your personal opinion as to method r §‘-’ I ‘ racy J 
which an organization such as ours might use to combat ef f ecp 1 * 98 Gaady1 ^- 
tively conditions like these in our own community. 




While I have worked with young people for the past 12 
years and have contacted some of the situations mentioned in 
this book, it has never been as general as this book indi- 
cates such conditions to be. 


A committee in our YMCA is now at work studying the needs 
of four c community and we plan to base our program upon those 
needs as we find them. I will appreciate any advice you can 
give as to proper steps. 









Special Agent in Charge 

New- Yor&,_Slew York. 


August 11, 1939 n 

= £71 X iiaW fOW S 0 ^mtO I ,■ 


Bear Sirs 





o 

There is set out below information receivefi^ 


WEsW 


INVESTJGATvOW 

I r.’<^ T ^ 


(< concerning possible interstate transportation of obscene natter and -i^c -> \ 

'L> obscene literature. j WW "' ; V ' 

I U, S, SEPARTMT OF MCE 

Youngs Rubber Corporation of 145 Hudson Street J^K'ev/TT5Mr ““ — ?~~"- 
V P City made a confidential survey which developed a great deal of • . - 

\] information concerning the distribution of obscene Mterotur€^-a^^-^---~~- 
/ contraceptive devices. This corporation manufactures rubber . . ' 

•1.. J ' contraceptives which are sold through wholesale and retail drhg 

■ houses end has' evidently been waging sone type of campaign against^ *J5 
its illegitimate competitives who sell to pool halls, peddlers, c k :’'Z- 
stc. The survey mentioned above is believed to have dieclosed-.v 1 ' 

considerable data concerning the location, addresses, etc. of % -*ty‘ cP . 
houses from which all types of contraceptive and obscene Eaterialr-r: : 

• are distributed through pool halls, tourist ecapa, etc. The . •-', \ 

general manager of this corporation, whoso name is not known to i . 
the Bureau, is believed to possess a report ef the survey, and hda /.f|£ 

is described as being a high class individual. Dr* J. Paul ^ 

do River of the Sox Offense Bureau in Los Angeles, California, ' 

is reported to be an exceedingly high type of individual who has 3 

To '“" - — —Or great deal of valuable information upon matters of this kind. 4 

Nathan \ 

E . *. Tamm _ — Information has been received that in September of 1938 ; J 

*">« _• a- case occurred in Kansas City in which the Post Office Inspectors \ 

eo " w _ — initiated an investigation into the shipment of two packages of < 

E «* n obscene li teratfir^b^^ from Chicago, Illinois, to c 


EMn obscene lit^atpro-^y^oHm on^arrier : 

o'"*" — . — eunovelty store! I StT ^ 

•*'**' ____ia Kansas CityJ The 9$ ^atpeagos wore 

■ "»•*- Company which is believed to ® hig! 

. tawicr at titude was entirely [yqoip or atjLve . T! 
. Mcintir. hav e been traced to a shipping pm-ac^: 




Rosen .........thought that c 

Scars'^ Office Inspect 


I loetWvl I otiT between 13th and 14th Streets 
t The package s wore snipped by the Acao Erpreso 
6 believed to fe ® high/ type organisation whose 
.tir el$ [yqoip or ative . This shipment is believed to • 
d to a shipping' luac^'m Brooklyn but it is not 
y rhinal prosecutive action was taken by tho Post 
* 04 ,'. s oLl: >f mvfST(6 ^'0N. I ^ - ■ ,y . . • • 

^PlPAHhUtU Of jysfICf / ' / 



Miss Gandy 




/SAC Hew York . - 2 - " ' • * ;; ' • August 11 ,1939 


■. ••• Information has also base received that there IS a place 

• on 43rd Street in Hew York City which is doing a very large business 
la. the sale of obscene notion picture films* The peddler supply 
houses on lower Broadway between 9th end 14th Streets, How York City, 
are believed to be furnishing peddlers with all types of contraceptives 
and obscene literatures ; ; r '. 

The three leading manufacturers of rubber contraceptivo 
devices are The Killian Rubber Conpaay of Akron* Ohio} The W. H* Reed 
Company of Atlanta, Georgia} and The Lee Company of Kansas City, 
ISissouri*. The latter two companies are. believed to manufacture 
so-called novelty goods which consist of contraceptives concealed 
in match boxes, fountain peps, etc* which is the type of device 
generally sold through illegal outlets and reported often found in 
the possession of high school students* ■■■ 

Post Office Box 35 3 at Hamilton, Ontario, is believed to 
be the means through which contraceptive devices of various natures 
may be obtained* 

The Certox Vending Sachin© Company of Kansas City, ilissouri, 
is believed to be manufacturing a vending machine for contraceptive 
devices and placing same in pool halls, filling stations, etc. 

The offices receiving copies of this letter ar©' directed 
to initiate an appropriate investigation in their respective districts 
to determine whether any of the data set out above mill lead to 
evidence of an interstate transportation of obscene matter. 

• ‘ " - ' Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


c e-Los Angelos- 
Chicago 
Cleveland 
Atlanta 
Kansas City 
Buffalo 






JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


EAT: HA 


# t 

Jfii’&eral bureau of Imiestfgatlon 
United §fatrs department of Sustice 
393ast?mgton, 31. <U. 

August 1, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


. €? 



From time to time while Courtney Ryley^Cooper wa^s 
recently in Washington I talked to him concerning the sources 
from which obscene literature was obtained by him during the 
course of his travels in obtaining material for his recently 
published book ,WDesigns in Scarlet ." Mr, Cooper advised that 
very filthy literature was obtained by him at a store known as 
^Sammy’s Place," which was two doors south of Van Suren Street 
on State Street, Chicago . This place is a newspaper ptore 
with a sign "If you Don’t See What You Want, Ask For It.” 

A curtain separates the front of the store from the rear and 
Sammy is described as a tall cadaverous sort of individual . 

Mr. Cooper made his contact with "Sammy’s Place" through one 
Bill Braun of 353 West Fifty •‘seventh Street , Chicago, Braun 
being an operator of a matrimonial bureau. 

According to Mr. Cooper the'J^.oungs Rubber 
Corporation of 145 Hudson Street, New York City, made a 
confidential survey which developed a great deal of information 
concerning those places furnishing "peddlers" with obscene 
literature and contraceptive devices. The Youngs Rubber 
Corporation manufactures rubber contraceptives which are sold 
through wholesale and retail drug houses and has evidently been 
waging some type of campaign against its competitors who sell 
to pool halls, peddlers, etc. The survey made by the Youngs 
Rubber Corporation disclosed considerable data concerning the 
" location , addresses , etc, of houses from which all types of 
contraceptives and obscene material is distributed through pool 
halls , filling stations, tourists camps, etci The General 
Manager of the Youngs Rubber Corporation is supposed to possess 
the report made by the Youngs Rubber Corporation. He is 
described as being a high class individual. ■ Mr. Cooper advised 
that Doctor J. Paufjfile River of the Sex Offense Bureau in Los 
Angeles, California is an exceedingly high type individual who 
has a great deal of information upon matters of this kind. 
According to Mr. Cooper , Doctor de River is a realist who 
approaches the problems arising in his field of work upon a 
scientific basis and Mr. Cooper believes he can furnish the 
Bureau a great deal of valuable data. 
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Memo'* for Director 


2 


August 1 , 1939 


Mr, Cooper advised that in September of 1938 a case 
occurred in Kansas City in which the Post Office Inspectors 
initiated an investigation into the shipment of two packages 
of obscene literature by motor van from Chicago , Illinois to 
a novelty store located between 13th and 14th Streets on 
Crand Avenue in Kansas City, The two packages were shipped 
by the Acme Express Company and when opened contained thousands 
of very obscene booklets which the Post Office Inspectors are 
alleged to have traced to the shipping point in Brooklyn , New 
York , but no final or decisive action was taken by the Post 
Office Inspectors, The Acme Express Company is a high type 
organization whose attitude was entirely cooperative and good 
in this case. 

According to Mr, Cooper there is a place on 43rd 
Street in New York City which is doing a very large business 
in the sale of obscene motion picture films. 

According to Mr, Cooper the peddler supply houses 
on lower Broadway between Ninth and Fourteenth Streets in addition 
to furnishing peddlers with legitimate merchandise also furnish 
them with all types of contraceptives , obscene literature, etc. 

The three leading manufacturers of rubber contraceptive 
devices are : Thef Killian Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio ; The 

W, H,)^teed Company of Atlanta, Georgia; and ThejILee Company 
of Kansas City, Missouri . The latter two companies manufacture 
the so-called "novelty goods" which consist of contraceptives 
concealed in match boxes, fountain pens , etc, which is the type 
of device generally sold through outlets other than drug stores, 
namely, through garages, filling stations , tourists camps, and 
reported to be often found in the possession of high school 
students , 

J[Fost Office Box 353 a t^Namilt on, Ontario, is the 
means through wKi’SK’ CGntraceptiv e^\dev ices of various natures, 
including the so-called " French ticklers , " may be obtained, 

The^Certex Vending Machine Company of Kansas City, 
Missouri is manufacturing and placing a vending machine for 
contraceptive devices in pool halls, filling stations , etc, 

Mr, Cooper was unable to furnish me additional specific 
addresses op names from which additional information of value to 
an investigation into this matter might be conducted. 

Appropriate instructions will be issued to the various 
field offices concerned to initiate investigations at the places 
indicated in an effort to establish some violation of a Federal 
Statute within the investigation jurisdiction of the Bureau in 
connection with people engaged in the traffics of the&e articles , 

Respectfully^ s' 


E , A , Tamm 
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IN THIS TILE SKIPPED DURING 


FBI/ DOJ 




August 29, 1939 - 


Captain Wyaa - ''. 

<4636 Brown gt'rddt • ■• 
Philadelphia, ponnaylvuaia 


Bear Captain.- wynh : ' ' \ 

In the absciico of Or*, Hooper' from- Washington, t 

• v-'iah to acknowledge . your • letter received ' in the. .'Bureau on ., 

• ,■ August 23 , 1913 % . ' V; ; ''/A -;A 

■ For your information, tho. book by Cpuriuey. Bylby 

. Coo-ier ; entitled n T6n Thousand Public £neoies fl is oubliohed 

* by Little, Brown and Company, 34 ..Beacon Street, Bostob, . V 
. .-Kaesacbudotts,. and it . ia su/jgeatofl. 'that you r&ghtlifce to' 

' . coFtunieatO. directly with thorn, :. •>'' . / 

. • . ■ , ' Sincerely youre, 

. .• .* 'For the Director 



Y ; Harold Ji&then . -\ 

V ‘ . Asoiatant . Diro'etor ' 


Mr. Tolfloi) f .*:.i. 


jMr. E. A.'Taibrn. *, 

| Clegg.;.-. . 

| MrV Coffey ... .... ; 

% ? 

j a;iv E gan v « 

j Jfa*. Gtavm, — i.,;./- , 

[ ilr..CrAwl ’ J - ‘ 

}■’?#, , Earbo, . ... >. • * 

I T.Ir. Leater rY 

l • ••,*♦ 

i.a*. Lawler ; . 

‘ &±r* .Nkv.ht»»o A. / 

i jiiii*. ttoeen Ajb 

'Mr, Searo . /... . V\*A 

i ,JStr. Qutaft Tiitftm -..A? . 

* fc 

Mi\ iVpoy... A. \ 

R'ussGq ;:t*y .. 


■S55w5^^v) 

’ M A I L E ° • 1 

A 1 ftUG29 ,939 :A 

1 r3 {v/i . 

I ‘ ' AprTVfcSnGAnjP^xj: 


A- • ; ‘ ‘ ! 4 
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. August- 10, 1939 


Hr, Courtney Byley Cooper 
433 north Lakouteio, Drive 
Scbring, Florida 


| Mr. Tolson.. 
t Mr. Nathan . 


{.Mr. Coffey . 
I Mr. Egan... 


Mr. Glavin . 


Dear ftyley: 

1 4n enchasing- aj copy of the 
editoHal entitled y’l'rottmtive^ Finger t 
printing 1 ' which appeur&df in the July 
&t?‘l9$9j, ioeue. of the malm, Oregon , 
Journal, relative to your recent article 
on fingerprinting, 

I thought you night . like to read 

thio editorial connent, 

. \ • 1 ■ * _ • * 

. Cordially, • 

• jndgas? Hoover 




i Inclooiire 


l wy 




Mr. E. A. Tamm. 



» Mr. Lester 

| Mr, Lawler 

J Mr. Nichols ....u.--.. 

\$£Un Rosen 

|»mrl$6ar8 
Mb’* Quinn Tamm.... 
'tfrauy ........ ! 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION j 

M A l ' L ^ D 

' ftUG 18 193 9 * 

' Fto'BiAi. 

. - 13. S. OEPARTMtHf OV lUStlCE 


i 0 oBD^ i^Jf z3 2^ Id 

j fSOEfVi -BUREAU OF INSTIGATION i 

' AUG S. 11 S 39 ; 

■ '• UJjiglgl OF JIRtlRC 



DIVISION OF 4- 

PRESS INTELLIGENCE 
'* COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
ROOM #304 

»o; ‘ 

SYMBOL "X - 
' y U 

Journal (I) 

Salem, Ore. 


DATE 


h ;i 


Pr6tective Fingerprinting 

1 Writing in a Washington, D. C., newspaper, Courtney 
Biljy Cooper, author, lecturer and widely recognized crim- 
inologist, advocates legislation to make protective finger- 
printing compulsory as a means of protecting the public 
against bunco artists and other confirmed criminals. 

Mr. Cooper distinguishes between protective and univer- 
sal fingerprinting by confining his specific recomment$i- 
tion to registration of the prints of persons occupying 
certain positions of trust — bank and brokerage employes, 
government officials handling public funds, trust officers 
and the like. He cites the example of application of the 
system to civil service employes as materially reducing the 
number of applications for jobs by persons having pre- 
vious criminal records. 

He advocates the establishment of a separate central 
registry of the fingerprints of these designated persons in 
the federal bureau of investigation in Washington where 
they could be checked promptly with the criminal files of 
that department. The plan would provide private employ- 
ers with invaluable assistance in securing trustworthy help 
and, because of the confidential nature of the files, would 
entail no embarrassment to the individual with a clear 
record. • 

Such a plan would have effectively prevented many of 
the great swindles which have been perpetrated on , the 
American public in the past and would have saved billioris of 
dcllars in savings of innocent people who have been fleeced 
by habitual criminals who changed their names, disguised; 
tyeir features, but could not have covered up the indeliable 
identification contained in'tRelF'fingerprints. _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION " 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: 


AUGUST 21, 1939 

r@r 


MR. COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
433 NORTE LAKE VIEW DRIVE 
SEBRING, FLORIDA 


•n> 


IT WAS NECESSARY FOR MR. HOOVER TO DEPART HURRIEDLY. , BEFORE 
LEAVING HE ASKED ME TO WIRE YOU THAT PROOF OF THE ARTICLE^ FREEING 


<7 


3, 


OUR COURTS " IS SATISFACTORY WITH THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS: 

IN THE NEXT TO THE LAST LINE PARAGRAPH ONE, PAGE ONE, III IS SUGGESTED 




* ; : {THAT WIEN THOUSAND DOLLAR FINE’' BE CHANGED TO " FINED TEN THOUSAND 

i V - JdOLLaIrS. " PAGE ONE, PARAGRAPH SEVENTEEN, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT IN 

k J LINES SEVEN AND EIGHT "APPROXIMATELY FIVE THOUSAND " BE CHANGED TO 

Uo 




READ "OVER FIFTY-ONE HUNDRED." PAGE THREE , PARAGRAPH TWO, AT THE 
END OF LINE TWO, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE WORD "ONE" BE INSERTED. 
PAGE THREE , PARAGRAPH SEVE% LINE FOUR , IT IS SUGGESTED THAT 
"LED." BE CHANGED TO "LL.B.". PAGE THREE, PARAGRAPH EIGHT, 

LINE THREE, CHANGE "IN ENVELOPES" TO "IN AN ENVELOPE.". •••' 

SINCE MR. HOOVER AND MR. TOLSON ARE BOTH OUT OF THE CITY IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT YOU MIGHT WANT TO COMMUNICATE THESE CHANGES 


DIRECTLY TO MR. D0N I100RE . MR. HOOVER ALSO DEEPLY APPRECIATES 
YOUR LETTER WITH REFERENCE TO THE TAMPA SITUATION WHICH HE WILL 
BEAR IN MIND. SINCERELY, 


HELEN W. GANDY 
SECRETARY. 




= 3.0 - Sis 


’M. BtfBSSB 3? ITOTIGHTIOS 
3- 8- SEMBTOEHT of JUSTICE BililOlL.-. 

SMffilBAMO SECTJOft* & 
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mm . ^ a , mtM mcQ c ry . 

u r dc m \S UNCLkSSlutU - . A 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN«63TI6AT:0?1 J 
AUG 22 193.} 
:P/.fiTtS®3T 0F JUSTICE 


SENT VIA 
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Per 




vfsmwm copy filed in 6'K ■ 2 f j l j L - 
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FBI/ DOJ 
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FBI/ DOJ 
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i 

1 


' /ir* Sumner f Blossom 
Editor . f 

^American EagaeXne A 
. SStT Paris Avenue / ! 
.. Hem York# ' Hew Fo|'p 

Bear Bio so : 


gs@ 





4(S 


Byley has told me about; his recent 
conversation with you and of thft developments* 
They sound very interesting cm2 I am so glad 
things are shaping up as they ere* X [know these 
developments mill be most helpful and : ij feel 
that the time has come when there is a! very 
definite need for the further enlightenment of 
the public on certath existing ^onditipnsi . 

'• ■ : ! ’ . ' • I \ . 

Very foPtUndtely X ftci/p been <$ble to • 
end a few days bn the Coast after a opr y 

Mr. ToIgod , .. hbctic summer in th& \Eaot and a$ X havh stold . 

Mr. Nathan EulCy^ X wi sh that you two .could-. have Joined 

Mr.E,A,T ^ mm ub for a few days* •* 


Mr. Ctegg 

Blr. Cofi'cy ... 

Mr. Egan...-.: 

Mr. Glsvin - 

Hr. Crawl..... 

Mr. J'arbo 

rjv. Ia?.- iter'. 

iur,;liL wler .... 

Mr. Kicbols 

Mr. Rosen 1 ---- 

Mr. Sears , t -- 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Bliss Gandy,--.. 


Uith best- fishes and - tsifod regardpj : — : 4- — ___ 

. BBOOBDBD & INDEXED j ■ & 4^ 9 ^ If ^ ) W £ 7 t 

. -* :• Sincerely you ^s^t v , "v / cA i± z^LL : 

^ ^ EnE ^ Al 8U8FAU . 0E 'iNYESTlGfcTKHii 


CoSmU NiOAJIp^ 



&o B4gar ?oo1 


“ 7 W\yO ' • 





SEP 20 1939 

U. S'. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




‘N 



m 





yp?' 'HOOVER: 





C.R.C. has ^Jggested that you 
address Blossom as "Dear Bloss " 
and sign the letter "Edgar." 


L. B. NICHOLS 




df^HN fpGAR HOOVER 1 

DIRECTOR \ 

• 1 
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Mr. Toison* 
Nathan . 
ffp. E. A. 7 i 
Cle*>! 
Mr. fef!ffey . 
Mr. Egan.... 
Mr. Glavin. 
Mr. Crowl... 
Mr. Harbo .. 
Mr. Lester . 




September 11, 1939 


BUS: AIVN 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON 


o 


The American Magazine, October, 1939 , contain 
on page 14 afi article entitled. "fhe jfSpies are Laughing 
by Donald E'^geyhoe and John Jay jt Dal y. A 'copy of~t~h~ts' 
article has 'been clipped and is attached hereto. 




The tenor of the entire article is a smack at the 
present investigative setup of the U. S. Government in its 
handling of espionage and sabotage . The authors, however, 
do admit that " The recent assignment of the federal Bureau 
of Investigation as our senior antispy force is a step in 
the right direction ." In speaking of the conditions existing 
prior to this time, the authors state "When a spy suspect is 
sighted a fight often develops over which head shall take the 
lead, or several heads may go into action independently . In 
the resulting confusion the amused quarry escapes and covers 
his tracks." "The source of the present friction is that 
feeling that the F.B.I. has 1 stolen the show 1 ." 

The article contains a number of instances tending 
to show the laxity in the past of the Government in allowing 
spies of various dictatorial countries to come into the United 
States and obtain information at will. The authors state 
that one of the targets for spies and saboteurs is our new 
air program and they particularly point out that foreign 
newspaper correspondents are excellent sources of propaganda 
for foreign countries in the U » S. 
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The authors also state that the extent of Russian 
spies in America is far greater than is apparent from a casual 

study ." "The Japanese spy system is another which should 

be more closely scrutinized ." "The activities of Japanese- 
agents in the Philippines, Hawaii, Alaska, the Canal Zone,' 
and in the United States have been known for years--but little 
has been done about them." The authors state "The lessons of .. 
1917 should not be forgotten. Through the German Embassy 
groundwork for spy and sabotage activities was laid in the 
years before we entered the war. In 1917\ resident ' spies 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tolson 


2 


September 11, 1939 


\ 


into action the day war was declared. At New Britain, 
Connecticut , seven explosions occurred within an hour in 
factories making war equipment. Sabotage has become a major 
weapon in modern war. This is the greatest danger from 
foreign spies. " 

The authors mention, "Yfithout a new system of co- 
ordination between the various units, even with more 
personnel there would still be a battle over jurisdiction 
and glory. This is no time for petty jealousy and bureau- 
cratic wrangling. Either some of the dragon's heads should 
be lopped off, or they should be forced to stop snapping at 
one another and to concentrate on their common foe. Unless 
this is done soon , the laughter of the foreign spies may some 
day take on a sinister meaning." 
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RECORBEB ^^ September 3, 1939 
INDEXED .. . : „ ' 


■>' 


Ur, Chris P* Fox 
.Sheriff of El Paso County 
El Paso s Texas 

Dear Chris s 


yn 



J 


; . / v 




It mas a pleasure to receive your letter of 
September l s 1939 and I of course an looking forward 
enthusiastically to the forthcoming Convention of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police in San 
Francisco? and I will moot certainly sec you in San 
Francisco prior to the opening of the Convention in 
order that we may talk things over * - . • 



I have observed with interest your comment 
concerning the article entitled jr' Stream l ini ng Just ic e ” 
in which l Courtn.au Hulciy toonar quoted Hr. Hooveras ' c 
stating ■W local corru pt ion^Sots America t _ from the Atlantic 
to the Fa cTfi c, ffaapTn gfvipdrt tdl 1 y large towns and 
snail . iKKKrx There is no place in our community life 
today into which the slimy hand of corruption does not 
penetrate B " I know that Ur * Hoover made this statement 
after careful deliberation because he has expressed 
himself to me by saying he considers it the wrong 
procedure for law enforcement officers to bury their 
heads in the sand like ostriches in order that they will 
not see what is going on around them • Ur. Hoover feels 
that the facts concerning the taking of graft and local 
corruption are all too well known to permit members of 
th e law enforcement profession to ignore their existence . 
I " ^ We ffelo that if law enforcement does not take the 
5 Mr ' ^^ 'intilfati ve and point out the scandals that exist other 
minded groups will take this step to the shame 
’'detriment of the law enforcement profession • I 
dw'} that Ur, Hoover feels very strongly about such 
>ai¥ , itu&tions since he has frequently discussed with me 
^ the futility and hypocrisy of persons engaged in law 
M r crow 7. ®hfovcenent closing their eyes to the corruption which . 
J V“- is "flouri shing gjum nd—thcm. He has frequently stated 


Mr. E, A. Tamxn 


Mr. Clegg .. 
Mr. Coffsy, 
Me. Eg» 


thgifl. 

take 


aw enforcement officials must 
initiative in disclosing and correcting these 



Mr. I-,: 

3 tel.Ni«u« 5 »- <?.pnc ?|| fofl ^%y®evor\hope to establish their own 

Mr. lioi-CPL 
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Mr* Chris P* 2 ~ September 3 3 1939 


from the statements X have made, we of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation feel strongly concerning natters of this 
hind* ' _ . ; 

I will be pleased to discuss the article in the 
" Cosmopolitan " magazine for September, 1939 further with 
you when we get together in San Francisco prior to the 
Convention » 

Sincerely , ’ 

' / . . r 





Ur. J. S. Egan 
Room 5706 

Department ' of Justice Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Ivly dear Jim: 



I pre sume you are going to the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police Convention in San Francisco^ 
this coming October, and would like very much to have an 
opportunity of talking to you before the convention con- 
T~f b e'rW: ha?t~I^ha ve~~stni^~&:nig; that might * be of 


verres •g's 
interest 


In the September issue of 
:ine , on page 
Lined Justice" in 


131, in the article entic 


Hear st -Cosmo pol itan 
TecT^S tr.e am 
Court ney Reiley quotes D irect or 

much co r- 


which 
the statement 


that there it 


Hoove r concer n ing 

rubtion~in different cities over the United S tates, has 
brought muon comment from ~~ 


the c oun t r.y:Z It" 
ment and perhaps 


not~to cause any 
know what 1 have 


is m a sense 
this could be 
‘headache's 


vario u s police 
form 


a 


of fic. i a ls ov .e r 
of blanket indlct- 


reference 


smoothed out_ a b it so as 
in the future? I* am sure you 
to referring to the goregoing. 


With kindest 
looking forward to the 
as always 


regards to you and yours, 
pleasure of seeing you, I 


and . 
remain 




Your amigo , 
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Mr, Courtney Ry ley Cooper 
433 ilorth Lake view Drive 
Debring, Florida 

Dear R ylcy: . ...... v 




oMEW 


fiSSJI 


J IJick has Just ■. adviced tie of hie convcr- : 

i cation with you 1 act Saturday and I was very glad 
to learn of Sutmer Blossom's plan, 

I an writing Blocs today and I am 
enclosing a copy of uy letter to him. for your 
information, however, I /thought you might like to 
know our records do not indicate that c letter 
ever emanated from the Bureau, addressed to Mr, 

Blossom aa " Dear Cir,” • 

. 1 wish that both of you could have 
joined uo for a fevj days at La Jolla, for it is- 
really a garden spot, ■ After ouch a hectic 
cummer in Washington and the Cast, Clyde end I really 
. enjoyed our few days on the Coast, Clyde joins me 
in sending our boot wishes and kind regards, 

' . . Cordially, 


enclosure 


£<■ Edg&r Hooves’ 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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\ 

I talked to Courtney Ryley u Cooper this morningnz .-^ 1 

at Sebring along the lines of our conversation a week | G^ay }■. 

ago Saturday night . In the course of the conversation ' ... 

Ryley stated that a, matter had come up which had caused 
him a little concern , namely , that Sumner Blossom had 
sent a letter of introduction to the Director , introducing 
a couple of children and requesting that they be taken on 
a tour and that he received a letter from the Director 
a ddressed to him as "Dear Sir". Ryley stated that Blossom 
felt this, but knew it was a slip-up . Ryley suggested 
that sometime in the future the Director write Blossom a 
letter and sign it '" Edgar ". He also suggested that you 
address Blossom as " Dear Bloss". 


iFeiU'ral bureau of Inuestlgation 
United States Uepartment of ilusttre 
Q9asl?tngton, 5L <E. 

September 12, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 



» item's 

y f it% ^olron 

* Mv. Nr.tlian 

irlr, 3. A. Tamm 

t Mr. Clegg 

^ Mr. Cotfcy 

rlr. Scan 

I J^ttr-Glavu. 

; ucri ° 

£ir. Foster 

Mr. Lav/lsr 

,1 Mr. nicbe.'o 
tir, Koacn 


I have dictated such a letter to Blossom and 
a suggested draft is attached hereto . Mr. Cooper asked 
pointedly that the writer not advise the Director of this 
.i oversight since he knew the Director would feel very 
keenly about it. 


I have asked Mr. McGuire to check the files 
and ascertain the background of this letter which accord- 
ing to Cooper was addressed "Dear Sir". His explanation 
is attached hereto . 



Respectfully , 



L. B. Nichols 
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, ; DIRECTOR 
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iiederal (Bureau of Imiratigation 
iSnlteb §tatea -SBepartmeut of iluatire 
Hlasljmgton, IB. <jL 


September 11, 1939 
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fORANDUM FOR MR. R. C. HENDON 


Mr. Toinow 

Mr. KptH&n - 

Mr. E- A. Tamm- 

Tt'r. Cis*«. - 

Kr. C^fTey .- 

ILr. Efjan 

Mr. Glavin 

Idr. Crowi 

Mr. Harbo 


Mr. L-ester 

Mr. Lawler 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sears 

Mr. Quinn T ainm - 

Mr. Tracy - 

Miss Gandy 


Reference is made to the memorandum of Mr . L. B . 
Nichols to Mr. Tolson , dated September 9, 1939 and to Mr. 
Nichols' conversation with me the same date, relative to 
the advice received from Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper to the 
.effect that Mr. Sumner^Blossom, Editor of OAjn^rican Mg gasine , 
recently received a letter from the Birector addressed to 
him as, Dear Sir." 

Fursuant to Mr. Nichols' direction , a check of 
the Bureau's file was made by Mr. Cleveland of the Files 
Section, and a check was made of the Crime Record Section 
ticklers by the writer, with negative results in locating 
any record of correspondenc e addressed to Mr. Blossom as, 
"Dear Sir. " 





Miss Beahn of the Director's Office, does not 
recall any such letter going out, nor does the writer recall 
any mail of this nature leaving the section. 


The Bureau files reflect 
the Director addressed a letter to 


that on Jmri 
Mr. Blossom in 


which the 



salutation , "Dear Mr. Blossom, " was used; this letter was 
dictated by Mr. Tolson.' On April 7, 1939, the Director wrote 
Mr. Blossom using the salutation, "Dear Sumner;" this 
letter was dictated by Mr. L. R. Fennington. 

It is noted that Mr. Blossom's name as Editor of 
American Magazine , 250 Fark Avenue, New York, New York, appears 
on the Bureau's mailing list, as of September 25, 1939 and 
that the saltation appearing on the mailing list card is, 

"Dear Mr. Blossom."- ttEOORDBB 


ADDENDUM - September 13: 


Respectfully, 

I”"** W 


J. J. McGuire 


nsS ~ </ '-^ L P~e : o /& 
SBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SEP 20 153? 


An additional search was made 
by Messrs. Carr and James Small 
of the Files Section without the 
referred to letter being found. 
a 


referred to letter being found . p " — 1 & 




' *' M 

Chr’isFox acknowledges Bm Egan's 
letter yof Sept , 8 relative to Mr, 
Cooper's article "Streamlining Justic 
Say 3 he fe,els M r, ffoouer [s stgfejagjp t 
th erein loclff a fricmfret indictmejvt and 
not in good ta g JIT} that Kis dept, is 
not s <T fortunate as to investigate 
only the more popular laws, nor has 
he an unlimited ' amount of moneyt that 
the new " cleoj}lJj^^s—(if ihjQMgJifll. iP 
m otivated bjj. gjLLfjtfcal asjjirat±on£ o n 
tKW~~pa rt^ pf_ sjBM e—P&opXs^, 

Hi's~~l~etter ends, stating " don't allow 
our bushy browed friend, Atty, 'Gen, 
Murphy, to make you feel that all the 
world is bad and no good people live 
i n Jwfjuny longer, " G\ (f ~ ^ 
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U^ej)tenber 21* 1939 . • '. V 

nr* Chris P* Fox. . \ •. 

a *° r M %*/*>* *<**<'■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

*.:.■ ■■■ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Hear Chris s - : ^rr dv Ch,tC * 


It was a pleasure for me to receive your letter of . 
September 12 0 1939 although 1 was not a little concerned over 
the innuendoes, raised by your letters concerning the motives 
prompting Mr . Hoover to make the comments recently in the ' 
article entitled t} Streamlining Justice ft in the Cosmopolitan 
Magazine* . In my daily contacts with Hr* Hoover over a period 
of some fifteen years I have always found him to be a man f o 
type of uan s honestly and sincerely interested in doing a 
man's work in this world of ours* I rather recent, the state - 
went that !, his life has been blessed by an ovetly amount of 
. ■ spiritual guidance” because i t seems to me to picture him as . 
being a sanctimonious individual masquerading under a false 
banner of personal and official chastity* As I pointed out 
in my letter of September Q 3 X knots that he has always abhorred 
the practice of "doublc+talklng” and has always felt unless a'?.- 
- nan puts his own house in order and takes- the initiative in 
disclosing the skeletons in his own closets someone else fjftllg.: 
do the job for him and probably do a pretty thorough job 
it * . J have always found Mr* Hoover to be. exceedingly tolor@y K t' 

'in his viewpoints while never failing to call © spade a ' spadeS 
• but nevertheless reluctant to take the position that therer arcj£ 

, two sides to every question 9 namely his side and the wrong . £» 
ff^Fidev^X believe consequently that Mr* Hoover's 
j Mr - definitely not only ip’ good taste but likewise to be int oil W* 
strategy and I only wish your statement indicating the 
•h 'Bureau lias an unlimited amount of money ware true* As a 
Mr - Matter of fact it is only by stinting and making each, and 
*! r yvery p4nny count that the Bureau is able to carry on its work . 
y affle Hurdau has a. field staff of less than 300 Agonts with which 
cover not only the entire Unt fed! 'States but Alaska f the 
y ' c 'T&joaii an Islands 3 Puerto McOj^and the-^ Canal Zone* You know 
f Ut ' v S > f courbe all the police dopar^btyts. in our major cities have 
l m&ny -mofe times this number <-> r -mat* 



fm ?4 

f t : B rMck-2 

l^yblice 

i»U&j CJa&dy Jp 


Qhr-'Ci 


gf men 'tin$r($<j$ : st of sheriff s s 
t'bro^ihan. does 'the FBI* The 


ktwre-tiere—4m?e&4igat'6T o^ihan. does the FBI* The 
W^C^|iFO(^Si(3£®f}0if?Oii approximating; j}7 i 000 3 000 a year is 


ho theyippropriations under timeh a number of the 

departments^ "in our metropolitan cities operate* Conse 
h/c \ eg r$zg> FijQ^ fap e cJ with a financial situation at least 
% as that’ confronting many other . departments* 


ip as that! confror. 

| ' P. M. 

JfEOtRAL BUREAU Of INVfcSItGAffON 
f *; U.-S. pEPARTMENT Of lUSflCE 
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Ur, CbriQ , — 2 ■«* . September 21 a 2939 


Please don't feel that I have lost ny belief in the 
fact that there- are still cone good people in the world , J 
frnCD tftot those of us in law enforcement are. inclined to become 
rather skeptical at times but at least be must keep our faith 
and confidence in one another . : 


I an looking, forward to seeing, you- at the' Convention* 




COPY (mji 


i> v 




Coirnty: of ll'Pa^o -^r '• 

El Paso, TexaVv v* • •■''.\v->- V- 


v. • < 





■ U. S. Department of Justice - ; .:-..- UrKuv™ w. u . -.•<•,/ rtv 
-vweshin^ 


..: Ey ;..dear’ Jiin:. 






l ", ’ ■ • 


■■' ' ; ; .'Your mos t', welcome ..letter of 1 the .8ttivarsiyed this nor '>• -'\;‘ 
via Uncle Sant’s speedyiservice', and believe mQ;.it,iros most wel- 
. .come and 1 am'ticlcled to death to, learn that you are going to '}*:■'/; '•.;'■?■ • 

• attend the convention this October in San Prancisco. S'; 

■'_. ' . /; ’As usual » you: Old foxey. ; so . and so , you .very cleverly and :• *'! ' •••:.- 
intelligently side-stepped the issue'.as to my comments, concern- 
. : ing the article .in . Hear sts-Cosmopolitan Magazine^; : It so happens 
that in my own dumb and ■stumbling;; manner I feel that I, too, • ;■ 

.?, .am. Just about as 'clean as the next person though do not; profess 
. to .be. absoluteiy .without any of the worl^y. sins or weaknesses 
v . that go hand in hand, with some of: us ordinary mortals# Ncrcr 
- It inay : so, .happen that tiTe Hoover, i.a more ;fort\uwte .than the 

• rest of us in that he has never 'Stolen an.apple from the neigh-.; 

; bor’s. orchard, : nor been caught filching. a ! few cookies o$t of i 

the ..family, pantry y "Itoybe. .ail;'^iii8 :: life : ;ho'' has. been blessed: by , 
an overly amount of: spir itualguidance that- has .been denied 
some of us Who ' live out : -h®re in; the ;’nestrphOTe.^e' -sun' sh ines 
every day ;and we feel; the|othei' guy is- a pretty decent sort of 
,. a fellow until he proves,; himself otherwise. ., • . ••• 


! :c\ . 

- v. / 


"> V I feel that 13r# Hoover ’s statement was somewhat, of a . ■ 
blanket indictment .arid hot iiivery good taste in so far as, it 
concerns other, officers; In -the United Statesjvdxo are carrying , 
on the hum-drum drudgery that goes- ; With’ the' manifold duties of 
the. average' police official.: } He ay^n6t.;Sb\-fb«tuiiate: in that . 

. our department only investigates . the more popular .laws ,' nor . 

. are 00 In a position to- have, an ’unlimited amount, of money at . 

- 'our disposal with which- to; push more important - cases,: 

We have had some sour spots in El . Paso but due to the 
:fac.t that there are-many of. Us -here who still^have the right 
elant;;on; life they have riot; existed; for; any great ler^th -of '• 


■•j ' ■ -. 1 ; 

* v.’ - 




’ ' *. y ‘f. •*. - 



'I'x&r 




Chris Fax acknowledges, Ifr V. Egan’s •;> \ ", "^.' v 

letter:, of Sept. 8 relative ta Mr,.'. V "" * 

Cooper’s sHicie-’ , Streeralin^hg Justice*’ '.-Av', -i";../;'’ 

Says he feels Mr; • Hoover ’s statement ./:/ . -ty ••>;.• v ’. 

therein was a : blaxiket indictment ■ v • "■■■ 

not- in good, taste'; that; his dept . is • • ■>; - 1 • ~ : 

not so . fortunate as to investigate/. • . v : y : ■ ' • : ' ;1 . 

only; the more popular - laws nor vhas. "•&&’. (jh>fea^,lwi • nj-iount' cf- 1 onoy 
.he . an- :uidii^ted.'amc^t; 'ot • abnoy; ythat ] , • > >> ;• . 

thC new ’’cleanlines of- thought” is 7 . ' /'A., v ■ 

motivated by Apolitical: aspirations on •••• ; • . ■ - ' ; ’ ; 

'.the part of some; people. ;•' / ' . A '.;.-. - ; • • - .. 

His. letter ends, stating "don’t allow ' '-'A.. 

our bushy browed -friend, A tty. Con. ... V : ■.; A. 

Murphy, to make you feel that all .the’ / A • 

world is bad and no good people- live-. 7 ; - . 

In it any. longer ." ; • • " ’A . '-.'A-.' V' : V Y '/AyY" ; 


hcb 


\‘.:VA ; 'Y* a.Y.'Ya : ;. »*i think UntrelnerA should’ be -sent. .'-'"V 

.Y’a Y-Y-wA.' copies of all. correspondence & warned 

.>/ \ V - - . J: A / AY • -to ■ deep, away; from Foxi; H ;; 
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Mr. James S. Egan 
Inspector 
Federal Bureau of 
TJ. S. Department 
Washington, Jg~?C. 

My dear Jim: 



nvestigation. i 

U3 h^m 


.4 Mr. Quinn Tamr 


Mr. Trecy 

Miss Gandy 


Justice 


Your most welcome letter -of the 8th arrived this morning . 
via Uncle Sam’s speedy service, and believe me it was mos wel- ^ 



come and I am. tickled to death' to learn that you' are. going to 
attend the convention this October in San Francisco. 




r? 


^ n 

As usual, you old foxey so and so, you very cleverly and A? _< 
intelligently side-stepped the issue as to my comments concern- fp 
ing the article in Hearsts-Cosmopolitan Magazine. It so happens j 
that in my own dumb, and stumbling manner.. I feel that I, too, 1 -J. 
am just about as clean as the next person- though do not profess ^ \ 

to be absolutely without any of the worldly sins or weaknesses 
that go hand in hand with some of us ordinary mortals. Now 
it may so happen that Mr. Hoover is more fortunate than the 
rest of us in that he has never stolen an apple from the neigh- 
bor’s orchard, nor been caught filching. a few cookies out of 
the family pantry. Maybe all his life he has been blessed by 
an overly amount of spiritual guidance that has been denied 
some of us who live out here in the West where the sun shines 
every day and we feel the other guy is a pretty decent sort of 
a fellow until he proves himself otherwise. 

I feel that Mr. Hoover’s statement was somewhat of a | 

blanket ind ictment" and not in very good taste in so far ~ as it »; 

'concerns other officers in tne United* states who are carrying j 

on the hum-drum drudgery that^ goes with the manifold duties of 
the average police official . ' We are not so fortunate in tha t 
our department only inv estigates the more popular .law s, nor 
are we in a position tcT have an unlimited -A mount .of-monex-at 
our dispo sal with which to push more importgfly^xa^^T — -tt — 

W^hav^ha^some^s^ — - - - 

fact that there are many of us here who stllPH&fl&L SiffiFAtJighltlVE^TIGATIOI 
slant on life they have not existed for anj| great l^pgti 

. v 



ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
CHRIS P. FOX, Sheriff 




Page Z 

James S. Egan 
Washington, D. C. 

time and have ultimately been turned up to the light of day and 
taken care of in a manner that has usually proven satisfactory. 

As previously stated many of us have short comings, but I am more 
than happy to say that hypocrisy does not happen to be the short 
coming of the average Western police official. 

, t Now' if I see the picture right, you boys of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation are not able to now, or in the past or 
in the future, to live in a world apart from the rest of us 
ordinary folks. Your feelings. and reactions are just the same 
as ours, or rather those of us that have the right slant on life 
and believe that the fundamental ethics of life apply to a man 
regardless to his position or where he might be located. It i s 
to be regretted that a great deal of this cleanliness of thought 
or purpose that is suddenly blossoming forth is motivated ~an d 
brought ab out by political aspirations on the part of snme ~~ 
peopled But he that as it may, tne good pnap has been accomplished 
far off-sets the hypocrisy that motivated many of the apparent 
” clean up moves" that have taken place in the last year or so. 

Well, Jim old dear, time flies and all of that old stuff 
and I Certainly will be looking forward to seeing you in San 
Francisco where I will be staying at the Sir Frances Drake Hotel. 

I will either arrive on the night of the 8th or the morning 
of the 9th -of October. I will stay over for the West Coast 
Peace Off icers. Convention which is to be the following week, as 
I have been honored by their allowing me to address them. 

Take care of yourself, keep your nose clean and don't allow 
our bushy browed friend. Attorney General Murphy, to mak-R ymi 
feel tna-Q ail the world is bad and no good people liva in It 
an y longer,. ~ 

With sincere best wishes, and deep appreciation for your 
kind letter, I remain 

Your amigo , 

CHRIS Edf FOX, SHERIFF 

S' 

El Paso County, texas 


CPF/ em 


• CO'!? Y (gas*) 

G-mtm' ~ 
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Special $& $he?QQ .■ ".'; 

ftcs? top's}, Hgcj. Yprk ; 


Boos? Sirs ;,/ ’ ..■•■ ./- . ■ . ’. ■ ■_ ‘ ' ' . . 

• . • •'. 2ofc?iJicO' ip m$o to Edrom lottos*: dated te^ucyt XLp 

193% ■ernmo^’d^ poaaiblo Interstate tramporbnfeion of obscene 
plticr ;en£ an& ^itaootinc-Cil officog s*te» - 

eoivisc eopieo that lattes*' t© initiate oppspoj»4r»to inyoeti- 
catieno Sii; their rcopeetive dipiriefco to..dQtcsrdt\o Ttfiothes* 
any ©d the /date, oat out • tharoifc load to CYitteGQ of 

an Sjatoipefcato tpasfif?postatl^i ©f obgocno aatto?* '• • • 

.’•■• ifoa X&jrccy? deeiroo that thin ifiYaDtigation be \ 

• fjivon prc^omjd attentioa and that - oil officer reeoivlnG '••' 
cop&oo ©f 'tjils lottos 1 tsvo&zv t©. .sufesit report© ©ovorinc 

• their icYd^i^at^oas'iii -th-'' vogy acta? future. ••. . ••. • 


• :: ttf truly yours* 


co Loo to^oloD 
'., ChiccQ©,' 
Cleveland ■ 
.. Atlanta 
. '• Kaaoao City- 
Buffalo . 


John- Icigor Hoover 
■■• Bi rector .''■ 
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Cp & cial Agent In ’Charge 
8c<v? Yorlc, Sot* Yo tk 


User Sirs 


I m inclosing herewith coMeo of s loiter dated 
September 16, 1939, «ddrotjoed to Mr* Courtnoy Hyley 
Coopor, by Mr. fjwe Beach, concerning & via it of Mr. Beach., 
to. the laboratory of ooao inventor in Ulo volenti, Ohio. 


■ f he Bureau doslrau .that on Agent call ugbn Or. 

K m Beech, 522 Control Parle. Wot, Jiao Yorh City, 'ia- ,- 
Conaeetlon with thin, aattor; obtaining aJU information' 1 '- 
ia Mo popaeaclcm concerning the inventor oontioned in 
.tbto • ooaaijiaieatloiu 


fhio matter should be given preformed attention, 
tfea.Sea York Office designating copies of reports for '..- 
the Cleveleind field biviuion and the bureau. 

f erf truly yours , 


John Sdgor Hoover 
; director 


. Xadoaure '• ■ -•• • 

• 4 . ‘ . * t 

cc Cleveland . (Coplea letter 9-16*39) 


wrmu 


min 


EtfcHS U^CUSSmtll 
r l o 


r>\ , 


OElGl^Al 



COPY (mjm) 
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u 4 u y* - 5 * 1939 



Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 Nor th • Lakewiew Dr iv© 
Sebring, Florida 



Dear Ryley: 

Nick has just handed- me the letter 
which Rex' Beach addressed to you regard- 
ing the individual in Cleveland, and in 
line with your suggestion, I am issuing 
instructions today to have an Agent inter- 
view Mr. B each within the next few days. 

I Very much appreciate your thoughtful- 
ness in calling this to my attention. 

Mr. Nichols enjoyed immensely his 
visit with you last Tuesday and after hear- 
ing him talk- about ths spacious yard and 
your pet stunt of feeding the fish, I. felt 
as though we had just had one of our pleasant 
visits. 


With best wishes and kind regards, 






■LBMiJCR ' September 23, 1939 

' . v ■ ' • ‘ ’ • ' * ' * • 

mMOlgllWMJBB MR,'. T-dUSQU 


. dhile in Sebring, Florida last week. Hr. 

mbs the attached letter 

which he had received from RexJ^eqcJi, the author, 
While in Cleveland, several^yearWogo , Rex Beech 
became intimately acquainted with a scientist 
who fuzd a machine which would put radios out of 
commission and Mr, Beach thought that possibly 
this individual might bear looking into and 
accordingly wrote Cooper for advice as to whether 
he should contact the Bureau, . • . 


It was Mr, Cooper's suggestion that a 
Bureau Agent interview Rex Beach at an early date,, 
and accordingly it ia suggested that this memo- 
randum bo routed to the Investigative Division 
for appropriate action. 



A letter to Mr, Cooper is also attached*'' . , 


Respectfully, 


llteA.V 


IvA ' 



L , B, IJICEOLS 





. original Fum.m Q .>V S^JTS^ 6 y D 
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THE EDITOR'S OFFICE 

/O 

THE AMERICAN MAGAZI NE 
NEW YORK 



- Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 



Dear Edgars 



Thanks for your nice note of September 13th, 
which has thus long remained unanswered because of my 
absence from the office* I expect to get together with 
Coop shortly and work out a series of articles which 
should be valuable both to us and to the people of the 
country* 


It's a long time since I have seen and had a 
chat with you, although I did catch a glimpse of you a 
number of months ago* You seemed to be occupied. 

With personal regards. 




SBsGD 



Sincerely yours. 
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Z*G31 B&U CB0OO &ZO bGtoCXdC* CaccO ore ■0tTPCft $&& • ; • : 

•• boing' poceiitoC &t &k>. rate of 2G*QQQ c year czC ere 
' increasing daily* In this field of iamsticeitivo 
8G$$Utity -huofi of £h3 : <39i>i?' to $C09tQ& "tS GCCfrtGi Uitng ■ 
the identity* nvtt'oooa&Q, ' operations^ end contacts &f 
• 'persons allegedly engaged -in ooptonego GVpMty* . . .-■ 

' -and the effccGiVQtiQGO of the ' investigation cannot bo- \ , ■ 
gouge® &'J arreoto -an® prooosutionc* .Toorything ■ . 
■possible to .■setae dew -'to: .incurs the notional. defense.. .' 
■of the ■ Cation* and as you "know* zjq recently. opened 
■ ■ of fines at- Honolulu# Jmoau* AM ickcf Puerto . ft &os ' 

. ' cm2 in the. Cocci Cone* tis&ihg a SeCajJ of dC. 331 field ' 
fUtticisno' at the present Cto* ft was ndooccary to .' 

*' cancel -&11 annuel leave of CpcetoZ 'Agents of .the 3D2 
cf/eoties Coptot&or IQ* 1330 * So order, that ®21 mail- 
. able och night .be aoc tgnc& to the handling 'of"czp8&tto\' 
oc Otero* Uittin the pact feu mntha, highly: specie! iced 
me intone tea. instruction has boon afforded officers 

■ end- neiibarc of the ?£X*o. investigative personnel* Cn» 
eluding the Cpveial Agents' $b Charge of the £twc©«*c " 

€G field Divisions* oh espionage, satotego, neutrality 
end in the impost ig&iim of the- failure of alien 'agents-. 

■ to register, in crnpl tense with . resent statutes and 

■ ■roguZattotio* Purou&nt to the .President *c ' recent ardor* 

200 new Cposial Agent 9 arc being appointed end afforded . 

■ the fur ecu 9 .o tracing as 'rapidly go- possible# however, 

..-our present poqu&pe&ontc'-'fpr. nppoi&thcnt have not been’ 
.'■'changed* " ... , , • ■■_ ■'■ 

She enoXoood rzeno r&ndud treats in detail 
the -vs pvouc statutory provisions covering coptomgo . 
and ralctaC csttcro* end as yon tsnov* ' the'. President 
has oentero® all espionage and oomter^eoptonags . : ■: 

■ of the fedora! Govermant in the -331* Pop wmg . '-■' 

years too have- been working in the closest ' of haruany . 

■ .thb unitary end Cove! Intelligence Units*. 

~"ln the q sent that any additional thoughts 
occur to you, do net hesitate to lot - no .knots .in order 
that other onto rid nay. ha' n&de available if possible* 


%- l-A - cio -gos. 
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' TQfcronttQ you? redone qowq.qf OG$$ m 

i)H& pF+. Mo&oSa .regarding Jq&qZ pobboptac,- z o n - ;. 

&aeZ4>Q$8& ®'t23tteP&n&t£® &u$2$fiS;n& co&ciCov&blc ;;■■■ 
$oW2.'$tiQ he&w QpomnCi orMnariZy Goployed -by. ':. 
MVOZ . $ht#V6Q* ■'.,' ’ ' 


•‘ -.bosS 'Otplu?®- 1& • -Com y$tij i.; ' 


f$moro2y your®? 
$* llfigay Hoove® 


Dft&X6QUro& , 
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'■' 483 . north Ztsfcoviiit* $W t >6 . '. 
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Mr 
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mil 
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• lined the trcatiwnt of tlwerttoZe. '£& . quite appr&prti* ■ 
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iiltederal bureau of Unueatigatfon 
United states department of iluattre 
fflEtaebitigton, d. ©. 

September 28 , 1939 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 






I called Mr . Cooper in response to his wire t 
you toQay. He stated he had written to Sumne^^lp_ss£m | 
of the American Magasine sometime ago withTr ejjerence to 
the proposed ITerTes of cTrtic le s he had tentatively out- 
lined ; the subject matter of the articles is as follows 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


it means to the counfir 


Espionage - what 
Tourist Camps 
Duress and Police brutality 
Corruption in law enforcement 
centered around the theme "is 
enforcement a racket ") 


z 


(to 

law 


be 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

“Mr. E. A. Tamm v 

\ $ 
Mr. Clegg 

# Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Crow! 

Mr. Karbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rocen 


.•Sears . 


from Blossom as foil* 

Mr . Cooper stated thd % T , Qlf;oo 

^ 1 I t 1 L T. _• ! ! _ 


Blossom had taken for granted that everything^, Trnr 


fhis afternoon he received a wire 
("WHEN WILL SPY ARTICLE BE HERE,. " 

W - - - 

apparently 

was all set for the articles and it was his idea on the^ mze n-> n .- y 

espionage article , if approved , to include some good solid 

advice , stressing the need to avoid hysteria- and bring ing=-- ---• 
out any available statistics , pointing out. that there have 
always been spies but there has been a small number of 
top-class spies } while there have been a large number of 
miserable individuals who would sell out their country for 
a few dollars . 



I told Mr • Cooper that we had been waiting for 
him to come to Washington before making any final decision 
on the matter but it would be brought to the attention 
of the Director and you and that we would call him back 
tomorrow , and advise him . He stated he would appreciate 
thiSj at which time he would appreciate being advised as 
to how far he could go in the article , He stated that 
possibly.' ' ; there might be some individuals that while 
the Bureau might not have evidence enough to convict 
that nevertheless it might drive them out of the country 
by slanting the article in such a way that they would 

know what it was all about without reueai ino tJxeJjl 

identity . RECORDED & INDE XED 


It is suggested that the 
n prepared , copies of which are 


1 9t-3-¥- X0 


memo rahdfim whic h ~ha.s 
attached^would be in 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED A/ 
DAT F Q-Sfy R Y MSMifkf 






Memo , Mr, To Is on 


_ 9 _ 


9/28/39 


order and could be used as a basis for the story ; that 
it would be well in the course of the story to point 
out the various laws , the Bureau’s jurisdiction 3 and 
what we are doing in meeting the present situation 3 
such as training and the like. 


Respectfully y 




/ 


ESPIONAGE : v ; " 

Prior to the late World War, there were not in existence 
In the United States any Federal Statutes in regard to espionage* 

The Statute that was principally used in order to maintain the 
neutrality of the United States was the Interstate Commerce Statute 
which prohibited interference with commerce between the United 
States and foreign countries, and e great number of investigations 
were conducted by Special Agents of the fBI in regard to the activities 
of German Agents operating in America for the express purpose of' 
preventing the 1 shipment of munitions and other provisions to the 
Allies.. , ' 

Upon the entry of the United States into the World War the 
necessity of the existence of an espionage act was recognized, and on 
June 15, 1917, the Federal Espionage Act. was passed and became a law. 

This act prohibited the obtaining of information respecting the 
national defense with intent or reason toThiieve that the information 
to be obtained is to be used to the injury of the United States, or to 
the advantage of any foreign nation, and further prohibits anyone from 
entering, flying over or otherwise obtaining information regarding vessels, 
aircraft, works of defense, navy yards and other military establishments. 
These establishments are listed as being any vessel, aircraft, work of 
defense, navy yard, navdl station, submarine base, coaling station, fort, 
battery, torpedo station, dockyard, canal, railroad, arsenal, camp, 
factory, mine, telegraph, telephone, wireless, or signal station, building, 
office, connected with the national defense, or any place in which 
any vessel, aircraft, arms, munitions or other material or instruments 
for use in time of war are being made, prepared, repaired, or stored, 
under any contract with the United States, This Act also prohibits 
anyone from copying, or taking or inducing or aiding anyone to copy or 
take any sketch, photograph, blueprint, etc., or anything connected with 
the national defense .and further prohibits the receiving of attempting 
to receive from any person any document, code book, sig na l book, blueprint, 
etc., or anythng connected with the national defense. 

. This Act also prohibits the transmitting or attempting to 
transmit to any person not entitled to receive it by a person who 
lawfully has in hi a possession any code book, signal book, or blueprint 
or anything relating to the national defense, and also prohibits anyone 
intrusted with or having lawful possession of any code book, blueprints, 
etc., from permitting the same to be removed from its proper place of 
custody or allowing it to be delivered to anyone who is not entitled . 
thereto. 



The Espionage Act of 


1917 


also makes it. a Federal offense 


to unlawfully disclose information affecting the national defense, which 


includes the communicating or transmitting to any foreign government 
any document, writing, code book, signal book, sketch, photograph, 
photographic negative of other information relating to the national , 
defense? it further provides that it is a Federal offense in the time of 
war to collect, record, publish or communicate any information in 
respect to the movement, numbers, description, condition, or disposition 
Of any of the armed forces, ships, aircraft, or tsar materials of the 
United States, or any other information relating to the public defense 
which might be useful to the enemy* 


In time of car it is a violation of the Federal Espionage 
Statute to make false reports or statements with intent to interfere . 
with the operation or success of the military or naval forces of the 
United States or to promote the success of its enemies and to cause 
insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, etc. , in the military or naval 
forces of the United States, or to obstruct the recruiting or enlistment 
service. It is also provided in the Espionage Act that it is a violation 
of the Federal Statute to harbor or conceal any person, who, it is 
believed has committed any offense under the Espionage Act. 

In the Annual Report of the Attorney General in 1916, it was 
stated that the regular work of the Department had been tremendously 
increased by the legal problems connected with the European War, and 
that many of the questions presented- in the prosecutions initiated 
and in the opinions rendered to other departments of the Government 
had been without precedent. *fhe labors of the Special Agents of the 
Bureau of Investigation have been very great and country-wide in 
investigating reported breeches of our neutrality and other criminal laws 
arising out of war conditions....* The inadequacy, it was pointed out, 
of Federal criminal laws relative to neutrality and foreign relations 
and the necessity for complete revision were clearly proved. 

The principal work of the FBI during the Fiscal Tear 1917 
was in connection with matters growing out of the War, especially 
those matters affecting the neutrality of the United States and the 
activities of German agents in America. Hundreds of complaints were, 
received daily which required the utmost resources 4 of the Bureau. 



The enforcement of the President’s proclamation governing the • 
conduct of enemy aliens in this country entailed a tremendous amount of 
work upon the agents, thousands of investigations of alien Germans . 
having been mde under its provisions* , ; . 

The enforcement of the Conscription Act having to do with 
the sale of Honor in the vicinity of military camps, and the keeping 
of houses of prostitution in the vicinity of such camps, required the 
performance of a large amount of work* numerous investigations were 
made and n number of prosecutions were successfully completed* 

Numerous investigations were also made in connection with the Selective 
Service Act, having to do with vice in the vicinity of military 
establishments, and many successful prosecutions were completed* 

‘ During the Fiscal Year 1913, it was estimated that between 
1,500 and 3,000 complaints were received daily by the Bureau for 
investigative action* . • 

The signing of the Armistice did not end the investigative 
work of the Bureau in regard to war activities, as many violations of 
law which occurred during the period pf active hostilities Were reported 
to the Bureau after Bovember 11, 1918* It was estimated in 1919, that 
a total, of 10,000 investigations had been made by the Special Agents 
of the FBI in connection with alleged violations of the Selective 
Service Act* - • 

Under date of August 11, 1919, the Special Agents in Charge 
of the Bureau’s Field Offices were instructed to cooperate with 
United States Attorneys with all their available facilities in making 
the profiteering and living cost investigations* 

In order to illustrate the investigative activities of the 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation during the World War 
in connection with the activities of German Agents in America, there 
are being related hereafter several cases involving this type of 
investigation* It should be kept in mind, however, that the3e 
investigations were not conducted on the basis of . the Espionage Act, 
as it was not at that time a law* They were conducted for the purpose 
of maintaining the neutrality of the United States before America 
entered the World War, and these investigations were, in the main, 
investigated as violations of the Federal Statute which prohibits 
the interference with commerce between the United States and foreign 
countries* 

In order to graphically portray the part played by the 
Special Agents of the Bureau immediately before the World War in 
neutrality matters, there is being related the case of Paul Koenig, 
an alleged German Agent fho operated in the United States in 1915. 

With the investigation of this case, a vast quantity of investigative 
data was obtained by the Special Agents to he used in prosecutive action 
against this individual who ms charged with violations of American 
neutrality laws* , ; 




0a December 13 and 14, 1915, a former agent of Paul Koenig, 
mho mas employed in the United States for the purpose of Obtaining 
. ' military information for the Imperial German Government, ms interviewed 
by Special Agents Of the Bureau and he advised that Koenig visited him ' . 

; at Spencerport, Hew York in September of 1915# at which time Koenig 
proposed that he go to Canada and make observations of the Welland . . ■ . 

Canal, so as to ascertain the location of the various locks, the. 
number pf soldiers on guard at the locks, their changes of watch, where 
the weak spots in the Canal are and how they could best be crippled. 

Koenig stated to his former agent, ®If me can put the Canal out of 
commission we can cripple commerce and it would be a great benefit to 
the Germans, n Koenig’s former, agent accordingly went to Canada and 
"obtained the information desired by Koenig,. ^stating that there the 
Chippew River runs under the Canal at Welland and again on the north 
side of the Canal at Thorold where there are some mills were the weak 
spots} that a man could no doubt get employment in one of the mills and 
that by the use of explosives the canal could be effectively crippled. 

Koenig had attempted to. get his agent to take photographs of the Welland \ , 
Canal but he refused as the risk was too great. 

lord was received by Agents of the Bureau that Paul ‘ 

Koenig was a German agent in America and was attempting to obtain 
information concerning the military activities of Canada} that Koenig 
attempted to employ individuals to visit Quebec, Ganada and 
ascertain the number of troops there, the kind and quantity of supplies 
being shipped, also the names of ships leaving that port, together with- 
the number of troops each ship would cany. 

It was also learned that Koenig desired all information that would 
be of value to the German Government and one individual admitted to. 

Agents of the Bureau that he complied with the request of Koenig and 
visited Quebec, Canada with one Edmund Justice, also an agent of Koenig. 

The information obtained was later given to Paul Koenig. 

On December 21, 1915, a Special Agent of the Bureau in lew 
York City spore out a complaint before the United States Commissioner 
for the Southern District of Hew York, charging Paul Koenig and 
• Edmund Justice Jr., with unlawfully beginning and setting on foot 
. a military enterprise to be carried. on from the United States against 
the property and territory of Canada, 

At 1:10 A. 13 . on February 2, 1915, the international bridge, at 
Vanceboro 9 l!!aine, was blown up on the Canadian side, t’erner Horn was arrested 
and later admitted to Special Agents of the Bureau that he was guilty < 

of destroying this bridge. : * ... " ' 

In 1915, Berner Horn was 37 years of age and was an Over- 
v , Lieutenant on the inactive list of the German Army. He stated to 

Agents that he had 10 years active service in the German Army, however. 
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' he was granted a furlough from the Army, and proceeded to Guatemala, 

> ' where he corked on a coffee plantation* """ . 

Hhem the Imperial German Government issued the call for all 
German officers to return to Germany, he at once proceeded to Galveston, 

' Texas, from which place he went to Hew York City, btft. was unsuccessful", 
in his attempts to obtain passage from America to Germany. He stated ."*• 

; that while, he was in Hew York he received instructions from an 

individual who he refused to name, to destroy .the International Railroad 
Bridge at Vanceboro, Maine. This individual gave Horn a suitcase containing 
about 60 sticks of nitro-glycerin, and he tras instructed to wear German 
flags on his arms when engaged in destroying the bridge. 

. At Is 00 A» January 30, 191.5# $erner Horn left Hew York 
, City os the Hew Yoxkj Hen Haven and Hartford Railroad and proceeded 
. to Vanceboro, Maine by way of Boston, Massachusetts. He arrived at 
Vanceboro, Elaine at 6s 40 P. H. January 30, . and intended to destroy the i 
bridge that night but he was unable to carry out his plans. .However, . 

on Monday night, February 1, 1915, about $r 30 he left the hotel and 
proceeded to a clump of woods near the bridge on the Canadian side. He 
had originally -planned to use a long fuse which would require 15 minutes 
/." burning before the explosion, \hich in turn would give him an opportunity 
' to escape, but observing that trains were running with such frequent 
. regularity he dicarded the plan to. use the long fuse and instead, inserted 
• a short fuse which would burn . in approximately 3 minutes* He. stated 
that his purpose in doing this was that he did not desire tp destroy htEaaa • 

.. lives, whieh he was afraid to risk with the delayed explosion, and that 
f his only purpose in destroying the bridge was to cut off communication 
: and make it impossible for food, ammunition and war supplies to reach. . 
Canada who was at war with Germany. 

' It was an extremely cold night and Horn experienced much 

difficulty in planning the explosion, and on several occasions fell 
• on the ice which covered the bridge. While he was preparing the explosive 
.he placed. a German flag on the outside of his overcoat sleeve. He 
. advised the Special Agents that at about 1:00 or 1:30 A. t5«, on February 2,. 
1915, he lit the fuse and left the bridge. He thehnaturned to his 
room at the Vanceboro. Exchange Hotel where he was later apprehended*. 

Upon his arrival at the Hotel, "the proprietor of the Hotel noticed him . 
standing at the doorway to his room, at which time Horn stated, n I - a - . • 

i froze ay hands, "in broken English. The proprietor assisted him in 
obtaining snow in order to relieve the pain in his hands. -• 

. tlerner Horn was considered a very intelligent and well-educated 
man, who in addition to speaking German, also spoke Spanish and was ■ 

.able to make himself understood iii the English language, He was . 
naturally honest and truthful and related what was net accurate with ,. * • " , 

great difficulty and embarrassment. He stated after his arrest that ’ ' 

he had committed no crime, but that what he had done was only an act 
of war, that he was not a sp£ because he had gone as a German Officer / •••.' 






and had Isom the German flag. On' one occasion he told the Agents that 
he had an accomplice in this case, but when the Agents asked hits to 
certify to".thi$ Statement on his honor as a German Officer he refused • 
to do so and slated that it eras merely a -lie* 

Qn June 13, 1917, iferner Horn was found guilty hy a jury- 
in a Federal Court of the transportation of the explosives to Vanceboro, 
Maine, which explosives Were later used by him- to partially destroy, 
the International Railroad Bridge, He was sentenced to serve 18 months 
in the Federal Penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia, and pay a fine of 
$1,000, . .. V ■ . ' : ...V 

Immediately prior to the World War the Special Agents of . 
the FBI were called upon to investigate numerous violations of the 
Federal Statutes which . involved German Agents in America. Germany 
uas at -ear with Great Britain and Franee and the United States was a 
neutral power, but was furnishing ammunition and provisions to. France 
and England, It ms the objective of the German Government to prevent 
the shipment of such ammunition and provisions to the enemy. 

In 1915,, German . took active steps to send one of its * 

most efficient Agents to America for the purpose of carrying out the 
wishes of the German Government in regard to the shipments of 
provisions and ammunition to France and Boland. They selected 
Frans von Rintelen, who claimed to be a relative of the Kaiser. 

He was a chptain-Lieutenant in the German ETavy, and had in 1905 
visited the United States to study banking. His father was a prominent 
German financier and at one time was Imperial Minister of Finances 
and affiliated with the Bisconto-Gesellschaft as managing director, 
in which position his son succeeded him in 1907. During Frans Rintelen’ a 
visit to America in regard to the study of banking he necessarily- 
made many important contacts with prominent financiers and also 
had social contacts in Hew York City. . 

The Imperial German Government had taken into consideration 
Franz von Rintelen’ s familiarity with financiers in America and his 
knowledge of the English language, and selected him to be the logical 
one to conduct their project in America. On April 3, 1915, Frans 
von Rintelen arrived in the United States under the assumed name of 
Gasche, using what mst- reported to be a Swiss passport. 

Prior to his arrival in Bern York he had been in contact 
with Melvin B. Rice who owned large jute mills in Belgium, Rice 
having gone to Europe to open these mills and had obtained the influence 
of von Rintelen in this project. 

Whil e in Berlin a Professor of Columbia University gave 
von Rintelen the name of David Lamar and recommended him as being an 
individual who could aid Rintelen tremendously in spreading German 
propaganda against the shipment of ammunition to the Allies. 
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. . . ' Upon Ms arrival in New York, von- Mntelen immediately v 
. located David Lamar and deposited ^O^OpO’j in the Transatlantic 
. Trust Company, ■ciich money he had;, brought • to iserics to be used : 
in his attempts to prevent the shipment of ammunition to the Allies. ' 

• .David Lamar assured von Rintelen that there would be no difficulty 
in preventing the shipment of munitions to the Allies if funds . 
uere available,. aM" that he controlled enough members of Congress 
to place an embargo on the shipment of munitions to the Allies* He 
named one Congressman in particular who he later, secured to aid in 
'• Kintelen* s activities. Rintelen agreed to follow the plans of Lamar 
and at once they organised the Laborers National Peace Council, which 
first met at Chicago and later at Washington, its purpose being to 
bring about strikes and walkouts to paralyze the munition industry* 
However,, it was supposed to crystallize the sentiment of workingmen for 
peace and the above-described purpose was it 3 Underlying purpose, and 
reel, object* •' •' '' 

The prominent Congressman traveled over the Cent ml. Eastern 
and Western States to obtain delegates to send to .Washington for the , 
purpose of attending the conference. The expenses of such delegates 
were to be paid by the peace conference, which, money was, of course, 
to come from von Rintelen.. v ’ 

. Lamarrs activities under the guidance of Rintelen were 
at once launched in an effort to cause labor strikes through the 
United States in munitions plants, which would indirectly prevent the 
shipment of auaitidns to the Allies and these efforts were successful 
in many instances,* The Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
were interested because these activities in preventing the shipment 
of munitions to the Allies were violations of the Federal Laws in that 
they obstructed the international shipment of goods* 

: Finally in June, 1915, Rintelen became dissatisfied with 
]tamar , s activities and contacted Andrew D. Eleloy mho had been to 
Germany several times, and told him that Lamar was engaged in the 
prevention of the dipping of munitions and went into all the details 
with him. Eelojr advised Rintelen that these methods were ill-advised 
and that he had a master plan which he explained to Rintelen, and which 
had as its purpose the forming of a 02,000,000 pool to purchase munitions 
in competition with the Allies, and, if successful, the, storing of these ; 
munitions for the German Government until after the war was over, thus 
preventing the Allies from obtaining them. 

After many .conferences* Rintelen agreed with Eleloy to go 
to Germany and lay the plan before the proper German Officials, end on 
July 29, 1915, Rintelen applied for a passport in the name of E. ?. Gates, 
claiming to have been born in Pennsylvania, However, the State::'.:/; 
Department refused to issue the passport as it was not satisfied with 
the genuineness of the claims of E. ' Gates* . , 
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j On August 3 $ 1915, Rintelen boated the SS Hoordam 
aeco^jMuaied by jletoy and l!eldy , s Secretary, with Germany as their 
destination. However, the English Government became aware of the : 
fact that Rintelen was on board this ship and accordingly they took 
: him off the ship and interned him in London. / • ' • 

As Fred Hansen, Rintelen dhdeavored to purchase oyer * . 

300*900 Craig Jorgensen rifles owned by the United States Government . 
in order to supply. them to the Imperial German Government, and it V- ' 
was in this project that, the Agents of the FBI first became aware 
of the activities of Rintelen. ' - 

It Was ' learned' that in Hay, 1915, Rintelen kademployed 
numerous Agents in America who were aiding him in his project to 
prevent the shipment of munitions to the Allies, and- he had been 
in direct contact with a chemist in the Hew Jersey CheMcal Company, 

He pjanned to blow up or set firs to ships by using chemical bombs 
prepared by this scientist , which were to be placed .'in containers 
and included In the cargoes of Allied ships being loaded, fhese 
bombs were so constructed that they would not set fire to the ship 
until it had been at sea for several days. 

In order to' further his activities in behalf of the German 
Government, Rintelen obtained the services of an American lawyer whose 
duty it was to locate relatives of those persons who died on the 
Lusitania for the purpose of fostering suits against the Cunard Line. 

He also tried to induce the Collector for the Port of Hew York, to compel 
the Cunard Line, to stop carrying munitions on passenger ships. 

Qa April 1, 1917, Fra ha von Rintelen was returned to the. 

United States frdar London and was tried in a Federal Court on a 
charge of conspiracy in restraint of trad© in foreign commerce. He 
was convicted on S3ay 21, 1917, and sentenced tote imprisoned for 
one year. Oh November 26, 1917, he pleaded guilty to perjury in his 
efforts to obtain a United States passport and pas sentenced to- 1 year 
and 8 months in the United States Penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia. 

On February 5, 1918, he was sentenced to 1 year and 6 months in 'the • 

U. S* Penitentiary at Atlanta, and to. pay a fine of $2,000 for unlawful 
delivery of bombs on the SS Kirkwald. 

Yhe Agents of the FBI conducted extensive and detailed 
investigations throughout the United States into the activities of 
: Frans von Rintelen and agents In his employ, and as a result a huge 
mass of evidence was collected against Rintelen and his agents. It 
was learned through these investigations that Rintelen had financed 
the American frteth Society which was to be used ha hi3 propaganda work. 
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During Rintelen* s activity in the United States he used * 
the names, Fred Hansen, Edward V». Gates and Edward Gasche. - •; .•••’. 

As a result of the investigative activity of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, Rintelenwas convicted and sentenced, as 
.was also Laniar, who was convicted for bpnsp&raey in restraint of 
trade in foreign commerce. . ... !' 

... • Rintelen used aa one of his aides, Enno Dode, who was 
. secretary to theBamburg-Aaerican Line, and was. interned.- Bode*s 
duties were to transmit orders from Rintelen to other agents of the 
German Government. Rintelen also used Captain Erich von Steimeta, 
who was a Captain in the German lavy, in assisting in the fire bomb 
plots, fomenting strikes, etc. Gieinmets made his escape to Germany. 
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SABOTAGE ■ ••• . //" ■•'•. •' 

The word "sabotage 0 is of soEewhatrecenteoinage and ordinarily 
means the malicious waste or destruction of property* It was originally 
used to imply the malicious destruction of an employers property during 
labor troubles and was a method devised to force employers to accede 
to labor demands} however, it has recently been commonly applied to 
the wilful and malicious destruction of articles and provisions of war 
and is commonly thought of in oomaeotion with the malicious destruction 
or injury to airplanes and other instruments of war by agents of foreign 
governments who have obtained employment in factories which have been 
employed by the United. States Government to manufacture such instruments 
of war* Although sabotage implies the wilful destruction and wilful 
obstruction and interference with the normal process of the production 
of war materials, it fundamentally doe e not have as its aim the destruction 
of human life directly* 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has investigative Juris- 
diction, together with the Offices of E aval and Military Intelligence, 
with regard to all violations of Federal Sabotage Statutes* Federal 
statutes relating to sabotage during peacetime penalise the wilful 
injury or attempts in oonneotion therewith, of property belonging to 
the United States Government or being manufactured under contract for 
the War or Eavy Bepartmente. The penalty is -ten years* imprisonment 
or a 010,000 fine or. both, provided the property affected is valued at 
more than $50* If the value of the property effected does not exceed 
050, the penalty is 01,000 fine or one year’s imprisonment, or both* 

’ The statutes penalise the injury of vessels engaged in foreign commerce, ' 
as well as the cargoes of such vessels* This applies to vessels of 
American registry and also applies to foreign vessels provided the 
latter are located within the admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction of 
the United States when the injury is inflicted* The penalty is a 010,000 
fine or twenty years* imprisonment, or both* 

Other Federal statutes presently in existence apply only in 
the event the United States is engaged in war* These statutes penalise 
the wilful making or causing to be cade in a defeotive manner or attempts • 
in oonneotion therewith, any war materials or items used in the manu- 
facture of war materials; also the wilful Injuring or destruction of 
any war materials, war premises, or war utilities, with intent to injure, 
interfere with, or obstruct the United States or any allied nation in 
preparing for or conducting the war* 

■Rar materials* war premises, arid war utilities, as used in 
these statutes, are defined as including all materials, premises, and 
! utilities of any kind whatsoever, which are being used or whioh may be 
used by the United States Army and Eayy, or by any allied nation in 
preparing for or in conducting the war* 

The penalty provided in oonneotion with the above-mentioned 
war-time, statutes is in eaoh instance thirty years* imprisonment or a 
fine of 010*000, or both* 
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The Federal ‘ Bureau of Investigation is at tho present tima 
engaged in & number of estonsive inve s t i gat iono with regard to alleged 
sabotage* in connection with the manufacture of war matarialc, munitions 
and supplies* fhese investigations include detailed end careful in- 
quiries in oosmoct ion with alleged sabotage activities in a number of 
aircraft manufacturing plants located in tho State of California* 

During, tho late TJorld War, tho Agents of the federal Bureau . 
of investigation were o ailed upon to investigate acts of sabotage, and 
it was found that in the majority' of instances sabotage was instituted 
and conducted by agents of foreign governments who wished to hinder the 
nilitary activities of the United States Government in waging the war . 
or in tho United States* supplying munitions and supplies to the Allies* 

' Koyer Uoieman and several others were oouvieted in the Federal courts 
for wilfully and feloniously injuring a telegraph line which was the 
property of the Louisville and Uashville Bailroad Company and which was 
in the possession and control of and operated by the United States* . 

Shis telegraph line was being used by the United States Government in 
connection with transportation of war materials and troops of the United 
States* and was a means of ecemnnioation with tho military forces. 
Ueiomaa and Ms confederates stole approximately five thousand feet of . 
copper wire on September 30* 1919* which act necessarily interfered 
t&th the military operations of the: United States Government* •. 

fhe Salsten Steel Car Company of Columbus* Ohio* was engaged 
in 1918 in the manufacturing of steel ears for the United States, for . 
war purposes* In June of 1916* on attempt was made to unionise this 
plant, and as a result ten or twelve employees were discharged* An 
individual named Ingraham was employed at a nine-foot spindle lathe, 
and ho refused to bonne et himself with the union. On June 11, 1916* 
a meeting of the members of the union was held and an individual named 
Pox was designated to remain in the employ of the factory for the purpose 
. of furnishing information to the union* It was also the duty of Pox 
to pour a quantity of vinegar into the bearings of Ingraham’s lath® 
and to loosen the tall stocks and screws of this machine, which would 
spoil tho material on which Ingraham was working* She purpose of this 
, act was to cause the discharge of Ingraham* Shoe® who were responsible 
for this plot were indicted on tho basis of the Federal Sabotage Statute. 

SHB ILLEGAL HEMgllG OF BUIFOBMS 

fhe United States Code provides that it shall bo unlawful 
for any person not an officer or oalisted man of tho United States 
Aray, levy* or Marine Corps to wear the duly prescribed unifora of the 
United States Army, ITavy, or 2 arise Corps, or any distinctive part. of 
ouoh. uniform* . 

2he United States Code also forbids the wearing of a uniform 
any part of which is similar to a distinctive part of the duly prescribed 
uniform of tho Army, Envy, or Marino Corps, there being excepted the 

. . '• . . .. ’ . ; ’• . ' - ii - • ' ' ; ...: \ .. . ' 
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national Guard, Saval Militia and the organisation known as tho Boy 
So out a of Aaoriea, as troll as any other organisation designated by tho 
Seerotary of 'EJer or the Secretary of. tho Bavy to bo permitted to wear 
such imifoms. Also osoepted aro persons who have served honorably 
ao officers of tho. United States Amy, Savy, Karin© Corps or Coast 
Guard during Whr times , having sine© been regularly and honorably die- 
charged or nustoredout of tho service. Regularly prescribed and accredited 
ROSC and student cadet organizations aro likewise excepted. 

Tho penalty provided by the Federal statute© is a 0300 fin© 

; or six months r imprisonment, or both# Tho Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has investigative jurisdiction over this type of violation, and th© 

. ; investigative. activities undertaken by the FBI in eonnoetion therewith 
are illustrated in the ease of Rugo.B# Opitz, with aliases. Illegal 
' . Hearing. of the Uniform. ' ' •: ' 

On the night of Kay 27, 1939# ©a individual representing^ 
himself to be B# J# Blaekey and claiming to be a retired Burgeon General 
of the United States Ar^. addressed .a meeting of the GorEQa-fiaerioan n , 

Masi Bund in a public auditorium in.&ilwaufcee, tJisoonsin. She. above •. 

mooting was also addressed 'upon this 'occasion by Fritz Kuhn, titular “ 
bead of the Geman-feerican Eqzl Bund in the United States, George 
Froboese, Bund leader for the Midwestern States, and Chief Homo on, a 
Cherokee Indian#'. ■ ../•■' ■. . 

At the t is© of making his speech before the Bund mooting, 

Blaekey mas dressed in a regular Army uniform, carrying a scbor.as well 
as an automatic pistol# He, upon this occasion, wore tho Insignia of 
the United States .Infantry and Medical Corps on the collar of his uniform 
jacket# 

According to information obtained during the investigation 
Blackoy, when newspaper photographers following the above speech attempted 
to obtain photographs of his person, fingered on automatic pistol worn 
in a holster at his belt in 6uch a manner as to constitute a throat to 
the newspaper photographers. Subsequently, on June 2, 1939, Blaekey.. 
mas convicted in the South State Street Court in Chicago on a charge of 
assault with a deadly weapon, being at this time placed on probation for 
a period of one. year# Shis oonviotion resulted from an incident botwooa 
Blaokey and a newspaper reporter of the Chicago Daily fimes who had 
proceeded to Blaokey *s residence in Chicago,' Illinois, for the purpose 
of obtaining a photograph of him# Blaekey at this time flourished a 
pistol and threatened tho reporter whereupon the latter procured Blaokey*e 
arrest by the Chicago Polios Department# 

On June 1, 1939, a complaint was filed before the. United States 
Commissioner . at. Milwaukee, Uiseonsin, by Special Agents. of the Federal 
Butogu of Investigation charging Blaekey with a violation of tho United. 
Statos Code in connection with illegally wearing tho unifom of a United 
States Army officer upon the occasion of the above-mentioned speech to 
the German-Arnerioan Hazi Bund at Kilmukse# 
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. Blackey was subce.quontly' taken into oustody by Special Agents 
of tho Federal Bureau of Investigation at Chicago,. Illinois, and on . 

. June 9*. 1939# ho wa's. indicted by a Federal. Grand Jury at ISiltmufedo^- 
Wisconsin, the- indictment charging violation of a Pod oral Statute in . 
eonaeotion with - illegally, tearing the unif pm of .an Amy officer upon 
the above-deseribod occasion. . ■ . ■ \ . 

Blackey has not yet boon removed from Chicago, Illinois, to 
Hilwaukeo, Wisconsin, in connection with tho above charges, the removal 
hearing having been delayed due to Blackey * e advanced ago (?1) and 
heart trouble whiob he is allegedly suffering. no is at present at 
liberty under 0JOO bozmU 

Although Blackey has made conflicting statements claiming • 
that ho has served in the Onitod States Army -in various capacities os . 
a oomaiscioned officer, an examination of the records of tho United 
States Army ia connection with the correct name and available aliases 
has failed to indicate any Army record whatsoever with regard to Blackey* 

She individual who represented himself as indicated above to 
bo B# J. Blackey has been positively identified by members of - tho Qpitz 
family in iiilwaulcee as being identical with one Hugo R. Opits. Blackey : 
or Opits (the latter is apparently his correct name) according to records 
of the Identification 3)1 vision of the FBI possesses a criminal. record ' , 
extending from Povenbor 5* 1909* consisting of approximately seven 
arrests,' having been previously convicted as follows* . / 

In State Court at Elilwaukce, 'Oisocnoin, on Eovember 5* 1909, ' 
on a charge of abandonment, being oontonood st this time to probation . . 
for a period of one year. 

In State Court at Ktlwauke©, tlisconein, on Kerch 2k, 1913# 
on a charge of forging a chock, receiving at this time probation for . 
a period of ton months. 

In State Court at Chicago, Illinois, - on June 2, 1939* on a 
charge of .assault with a dengorous weapon at which time he was sentenced 
to probation for a period of one year. 

•; BEGIS SHAflOB OF AGESifS OF FOSEIGB PBII3CIPALS - , . 

On Juqq 8,. I 938 * there was approved by the President of the ■ 
United States an act of Congress entitled °An act to require the regis- 
tration of certain persons omployod as agents to disseminate 1 propaganda 
in the United States and for other purposes.* 3 

It was provided that the provisions of tho above act should 
toko effect on the 90th day foil owing its enactment, and under tho teres 
thereof, all individuals, corporations, firms or associations acting 
within tho territorial limits of the United States as agents for foreign 
principals, must register with the Secretary of State of tho United States 
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within thirty days following the effective date of the act. Each 
registrant is required to filo 9 under oath, with the State Deportment, 
detailod statements andinffomation concerning the agency relationship 
and the activities being conducted, in aooordac.ee therewith* 


She tenn “foreign principal” as used in the act' may iaolude 
ha individual residing in e foreign country, a foreign government, 
corporation, association, organisation, or political party* She typo 
of agents required to register under the act includes ■all agents of 
foreign principals, excepting accredited diplomatic and consular repre- 
sentatives of foreign governments, as wall as such agents os are per-, 
forming private non-political, financial* mercantile or other activities, 
in furtherance of; bona fide trade or commerce, provided the last-mentioned 
activities do not include those of a public relations counsel or publicity 
agent* She act requires the registration of all public relations counsels 
and publicity agents, oven though they are performing private, non- . 
political, financial, mercantile* and other .activities in furtherance 
of bona fide trado and eommoreo. 


She penalty provided for failing to register , as indicated 
above ie two years* imprisonment or a £>1,000 fine, ©r both* She eono 
penalty applies to the -offenses of rendering false statements in connection, 
with the required registration or wilfully omitting to state any material 
facts regarding, the agenoy relatiohahip in the registration statements* 

• . She. Federal Buroau of Investigation has investigative Juris- 
diction with regard to the onforcocent of the above-described act* In 
tho majority. of instances in which investigations were conducted by the 
FBI during tho fiscal year 1939 with regard to alleged violations of . 
the above-described act, the alleged agonts complied with the tome of 
the act by registering following the institution of investigation by 
tho Federal Bureau of Investigation* 


TEE . inSUfBAU STf AG? ABD ?EE IBYEREATIOI74L 
.vsmic m.mss \ aejj qobisioes • • 

T her© was approved by the Preoidont of the bnitod States on 
•Kay 1, 1937* a Joint Sesolution of Congress, which emended a former 
Joint Resolution of Congress, which had been approved on August .31* 

1935* by the President, and is gone rally known. as the neutrality Act* 

She not in question provides that exporters and importers 
off implements of war must' register with the State Department, and obtain 
therefrom o lieease eovoriag each specific ■ shipment of sueh implements 
of war* It is provided, however, that whenever a stato of .war ic ' 
described as existing betwoon two countries by presidential Proclcmo® 
tion* all licenses previously issued with regard to exporting implements 
of war to auoh bell igo rents are automatically revoked, and following . 
such Proclamation, additional licenses will not bo issued for osport 
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to either of the belligerents* It is likewise provided that. a state 
of civil war may bo proclaimed by the President to exist in any country, 
whereupon all licenses to export anas and implements of war to such 
country will bo • automatically revoked, and. no licenses thereafter 
issued for such exportation*. In connection with the above, a state v 
of war was fomerly declared to exist in Spain* ; . 

In connect ion. with the above act, the penalty provided for 
violation thereof is a 010*000 fine. or five years* imprisonment or 
both, in addition to the confiscation of any vessels or transportation 
facilities being used in oonnection with the illegal exportation or 
importation, provided culpability can be shown to exist on the part 
of the owner of suoh transportation faeilities* The illegal cargoes 
being exported or imported are also subject to confiscation* It will 
be noted from the above that possible violations of the act arise in 
connection with exporting: or importing munitions or implements of war , 
without obtaining a proper license covering each shipment, it being a 
violation* of course * to export to a country proclaimed to be a bel- 
ligerent engaged in war., regardless of the existence of any license* 
the FBI has investigative jurisdiction with regard to violations of 
the act* The oase generally referred to as the Willard Bason Campbell * 
Arms Smuggling Case is illustrative of the investigative activities 
undertaken by .the Federal Bureau of Investigation in connection with 
the illegal exportation of munitions and implements of war* 

On March 3*. 1936, the Federal Bureau- of Investigation insti- 
tuted an Investigation with regard to- the alleged illegal smuggling of 
arms and ammunition to Honduras by unknown persons* The investigation 
revealed that one Willard Campbell, in February, 1936* proceeded in 
the auxiliary yacht "Storm Along" from Hiami, Florida, to Belize, 

British Honduras, Campbell being accompanied on this trip by William 
McLaughlin, Helen McLaughlin (sister of William McLaughlin) end one 
Florence Casey* Stored on the "Storm Along" were 25 Remington rifles, 
50-70 caliber, together with & quantity of ammunition, which arias and 
ammunition were being taken to a group of Honduran revolutionists by 
Campbell* : 

Subsequently in September, 1937* the British police authorities 
at Belize, British Honduras, confiscated from an American identified 
with the revolutionists at Tobaoeo Cay in British Honduras, 25 Remington 
rifles,, oaliber 50-70, together with a quantity of *1*5 caliber automatic 
pistols* and a quantity of emmunitioni also a small number of hand 
grenades, several sticks of dynamite, and £ sacks of gunpowder; the 
abova-dosoribed munitions reported to have been delivered in British 
Honduras by Campbell from the yacht "Storm Along •* 

Information was received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
on August 28, 1936, to the effect that the motor yaohrt "Manohonoch," 
owned by Willard Campbell, had docked at Atlantic City, Haw Jersey, 
where it was being loaded with supplies, preparatory to running firearms 
arid ammunition to Honduras* It was ascertained that approximately 6,000 
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gallons of gas o lino had bean pur chased in Atlantic City, Bow Jersey, 
and loaded aboard the ^anchonoch** by Hillard Campbell and the letter's 
associates* Approximately one-half a ton of food supplies had also , 
been purchased and taken aboard the vessel* On September. 2 or 3* 

1936, the "Manehonooh" completed loading, whereupon Campbell and his 
associates prepared to put to sea, first executing certain maneuvers 
in an effort to ascertain whether a surveillance was being maintained , 
of the boat* During the course of these maneuvers, Cempbell satisfied 
himself that the "Manchonoch” was being watohed closely by Coast Guard ■ 
cutters lying at strategic points along the inlet near the Atlantic 
City, Hew Jersey, docks* Campbell thereupon returned the “lianehonooh” 
to the docks, where she was again berthed, and at nightfall a quantity . 
of arms and ammunition which had been stored in the forward hold of . 
the * , Sanohonoch # ,, was loaded on to a motor truok procured by Campbell 
for the purpose, and hauled to a nearby garage for storage purposes* 

The gasoline and e portion of the provisions were then unloaded from 
the "Manchonooh,® whereupon she was deserted by Campbell and his associates 
comprising the rest of the crew* • \ ■ 

Subsequently, f on September 12, 1936* Willard Campbell, together 
with two associates named Thomas Murray and Alexander James Ritchie, 
was taken into custody by the United States Customs officers near 
Biloxi, Mississippi, at which time they were traveling in a Ford V-9 
truck, the truck being loaded with 206 Remington rifles, 50*76 caliber, 
and 12,76k rounds of 50*70 caliber rifle ammunitions also a quantity 
of variouB calibered ammunition, a high frequency radio transmitter 
and additional provisions* 

An additional associate of Campbell by the name of Bjarne 
Olsen, was located in Hew Orleans,: Louisiana, and upon being questioned 
by United States Customs officials, he admitted that he had been engaged 
by Willard Campbell to make repairs on the n Manqhonooh u and also admitted 
that he had upon a number of occasions disoussed with Campbell and addi- 
tional associates of the latter the possibility of smuggling arms to 
revolutionary forces in Honduras* 

On September 15* 1936, * Federal oomplaint was filed against 
Cempbell, Olsen* Murray and Ritchie , before a United States Commissioner 
'at Bow Orleans, Louisiana, this oomplaint charging the above individuals 
with conspiracy to violate the United States Code* in connection with 
the illegal smuggling of arms in violation of the Presidential Proclama- 
tion and Embargo. The above oomplaint was subsequently dismissed by 
the United States Attorney at Be w Orleans, Louisiana, due to insufficient 
evidence. 

According to information developed during the investigation 
following their being dismissed on the above oherges, Murray and Campbell 
subsequently, during the latter part of October, 1936, met in Atlantio 
1 City, lew Jersey, where they entered into negotiations with one George 
Catiho, proprietor of the Academy Storage and 'Warehouse Company, Hewark, 
Hew Jersey, and one Charles Seidenberg, with regard to smuggling arms 
and ammunition to British Honduras* Appropriate' arrangements were effected 
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by thee© individuals, tdicroupcn Campboll 8 Hurray and Catino prooeedod 
••' to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania', .mhos*© the firearms ©ad. ammunition wore 
purchased, being subsequently token to C at ino * o . warehouse in Bomark* . 

Hew JerGoy, for storage purposoo*. Following tho above, Campbell pro- 
ceeded to tiicaai, Florida, where ho secured a motor teasel ' known as the 
^Bogs,” through © deal involving the trade of the °Ean@hoho6h*° 2h© • 

81 Boss 0 was subsequently docked at ISicai, Florida, and during December,. . 

1936, tho above -described arms and ammunition were shipped from F Quark, 

Few Jorsoy, to Hio&i,- Florida, being subsequently loaded on" to. the 0 Boso° 
surreptitiously, whereupon the latter vessel, manned by Campbell and' 

Hurray, departed ,ea route to British Honduras*. ■ ’ ... • *. 

As cording to information cubsoquontly furnished to FBI Agents ■ , 

.by Murray, tho ' n 5ecG,° after leaving Hieai, enoountered bad weather, 
and was forced to put in’ at Cosumel, Hesieo, whore Ccopboll and Hurray ' 
tiero arrested by the Hoaicam authoritios, end the “Bass, 0 togethor ' 
with her cargo of contraband,, wqs confiscated^ According to infarc- 
tion furnished by Hurray, Campbell and Hurray- ware retained- in custody 
by the- ildhioan authorities for approsimatoly- five months, and then the , 
Q BoaG, B together with her cargo, wos returned be Campbell* ■ Hurray and 
Campbell then proceeded on tho- °Boeo n with the illegal oargo of muni- ’ . ■ 
tions to an unknown cay located about oi^it miles from Beliso, Britich 
Honduras, . who re tho illegal cargo woo uni coded da Hay 22, 1937 • 
arzto and armruhitien -core hidden, whereupon. C&npboll and, Hurray proceeded 
' bo Bel iee, British Honduras, whore the .geos 0 tsas put into dry deck and 
• . • later cold to the Hoxiean government for 8,000 pesos® Hurray subse- 
quent ly adviced FBI- Agents that the name of the °Boqo r had boon changed 
shortly prior to the arreot of Campbell and Hurray at Cozumel, Hasie©* 

She name 0 Buffalo 0 wao substituted, uMch change uao of footed by placing 
a board with the nemo 8 Buffalo 0 painted thoroon over tho word 0 B®so, a 
which had been pointed on tho bow of bho 'vessel* 

According to information subsequently furnished to representatives 
.of the American Government at Bolizo, British Honduras, the authorities 
of tho last-named colour seised 200 Homington rifles, 50 - 70 ealibor; 

. 200 bayonets? 10,000 rifle eert ridges, 50 - 70 calibor; and 14$ canvas 
- cartridge pouches, which muni tione, according to information, obtained 
by tho Brit ieh authorities at Belize, had been unloaded by Ceapboll and 
Hurray from the n Bose° or ^Buffalo* 15 

As a result of the investigation conducted by tho Federal : 

- Bureau of Investigation, ; on indictment , pa« "returned by tho Federal Grand 
■Jury at Hobile, Alabama,.. on Hovomber 17* 1937* charging Hillard Campbell, 
Goorgo Catino, Uilliam Oetaughlin, ; Alexander James Ritohio, Bjarao Olsen, 
Charles Seidenborg, and fhemas VJ*. Hurray, with conspiracy to. violate 
the Baited States Code, in come at ion with the above-described illegal • 
shipments of anas and ammunition*. 
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Campbell and Murray had returned t© the United States from 
Seliso, British Honduras, following the above -menti oned trip on the 
motor vessel "Bess' 3 or "Buffalo® prior to' the return of the Federal 
Indictee nt on November 17* 1937* Campbell was taken into Federal custody 
following the above indictment on llovember 22, 1937* at Hi ami, Florida, 
being thereafter on January h, 1936* removed to Mobile, Alabama, Hurray 
appeared before the. Federal Grand Jury at Mobile, Alabama, in connection 
with the above proceedings, where he testified in behalf of the Govern- 
ment, The other individuals named in the indictment were subsequently 
taken into Federal custody* 

Oh Hay 13, 1939* Bjame Olsen entered a. plea of nolo contendere 
to the above indictment in the United States District Court at Mobile, • 
Alabama* at which time. he. was. found guilty and sentenced as follows! 

§250 fine, which was paid; he was also sentenced to serve one year in 
a Federal jail, this jail sentence being suspended and Olsen placed on 
probation for a period of one year. 

On £5ay 15* 1939* Hurray, Si tohie, Campbell and Molaughlin 
entered pleas of guilty to tho above-described indioteent* being there- 
after sentenced as follows: 

Ritchie - Sentenced to one year and one day in a Federal penal; insti- 
tution, this sentence being suspended and Ritchie placed 
• on probation for a period of one year and one day, 

Campbell - Sentenced to serve six months in a Federal jail at Hew 

Orleans, Louisiana, plus a one-yoar-and-one-day suspended 
sentence, Campbell was ordered plaoed on probation for 
' a period of one year and one day, such probationary term 
. to begin at the expiration of the above-mentioned six 
" months* jail- .sentence, • 

McLaughlin - Sentenced to serve six months in a Federal jail, this 
sentence being suspended, and McLaughlin placed on pro- 
bation for a period of one year. 

The indictment as t© Murray was dismissed, 

Catino end Seidenfeerg, upon pleas of nolo contendere, were 
both' found guilty j and each fined .0750* one-half of whioh was paid 
in cash* the other half in each instance to b© paid on or before 
Sovember 22, 1939 • Catino and Seidenberg received additional suspended 
penitentiary sentences of one year and one day, -both being placed on 
probation for a period of one year and one day* 

The files of the Identification Division of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation reflect that Willard Bason Campbell is a veteran smuggler, 
having a criminal record extending from 1927 , consisting of approximately 
ten arrests, including a. number of smuggling oharges and one charge of 
murder* He was released in connection with the murder charge, and usually 
managed to get off with suspended and probationary sentences in connection 
with his other numerous prior arrests, 
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ACTIVITIES 0? THE FBI BE ESPIONAGE . 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation, together with the offices \ 
of Military and Haval Intelligence, has investigative Jurisdiction with 
regard to all violations of the Federal Espionage Statutes* These statutes 
.are embodied in the Espionage Act of June 15, 1917, being entitled n An 
Act enacted on the above date, for the purpose of punishing interference 
with. foreign relations, and. for the purpose of punishing certain prescribed 
acts of espionage,- et cetera,® • '• : ; • .... y 

The act© penalised by the statutory provisions cay be stpaiarized 
as follows s-.'' 

The unlapfai obtaining' or permitting to be obtained 
information affecting the National Defense, including the 
going upon or: observing any grounds or instrumentalities, 
presses,- utilities, et cetera, used in the National , 

Defense, for the purpose of obtaining inf oraation 
'• relating to the national Defence,' in order that such 
• ' ..information be used to the- injury of the Baited States 

or to the advantage of any foreign country, • Also the : 
caking of any. illustrations,- aodels, copies, caps, 
pictures, et cetera, of any matters pertaining to the 
National Defense, as well as aiding or assisting in the 
• performance of any of the above illegal acts, . 

The penalty prescribed for the above offenses is 2 years impriaon- 
aent or a fine of 010,000 or both. However, a more severe penalty of 20 
years iaprioonnent is provided for the offense of unlawfully - disclosing 
information effecting the National Defense to a foreign government' or 
aiding in such, illegal disclosures. . It is provided that any conspiracy 
t© commit any of the dots outlawed, by this statute shall be punished in 
the sane manner as the substantive offenses, A penalty of too . years' 
imprisonment or 010,000 fine or both is also provided for the act of har- 
boring or concealing .violators of the Espionage Statutes. 

In the five year period preceding 1938, the Federal Bureau of 
investigation investigated an average of 35 espionage cases par year. 

During the fiscal year 193$, there- trae a noted increase in connection with 
this type of violation, the Federal Bureau of investigation having received 
250 new cases during the last mentioned period. During the fiscal year 
1939, however, a tremendous increase was noted, inasnuch as a total of 
1,651 new cases Was received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 
attention during the last mentioned period, Bach espionage investigation 
necessarily entails the expenditure of a large amount of investigative 
effort, inasmuch as the secret but highly organized activities of spies 
and foreign agents, together with their associates in this country, are 
such that each known violation must be handled not as. an isolated offense, 
but rather as a link or clue in connection with the operations of spy rings 
and organizations as a whole. - ’ 

■ •' * 19 - •' 





. On January 30, 1938, information was received by tbs FBI with 
regard to an alleged plot _to obtain the coast defense plans of tbs United 
: States by on espionage-' agent of a forei^a governaent*' 'It 'was indicated . 
that a plot had been formed in accordance with which a high, official, of 
the United States Ar%. was to be summoned to a certain hotel in Ken York 
City under false, pretences, at which time fee was to he assaulted end the 
. plans taken from' him end delivered to a foreign .government.. 

Cin February 15, 1938, members of the Hew yorkr Police he partffisnt 
at Bew York City arrested one Guenther Gustave Bumrich at the request of 
agents of the State Department, following an attempt, -fey Ruarieh to imper- 
sonate on official of the State Department in an effort to secure .a number 
of bla n k passports. Subsequent investigation by the FBI revealed that'. 4 
Humrich whs involved in the above mentioned espionage plot.. Subsequent 
investigation revealed extensive end widespread activities being directed 
by ©gents of a foreign government,, these agents being engaged in securing . 
secret information concerning United States military and naval . forces for 
the purpose of delivering same to a foreign poser. This secret information 
related . to national defense plans of the United States Government. 

y Resulting from the investigation conducted by the FBI, the Federal 
Grand Jury for the Southern District of Bet? York bn June 20, 1938, returned 
a conspiracy indictment against eighteen individuals charging conspiracy .to 
violate the Federal Espionage Statute. At the same time, two additional 
indictments were, returned by, the Grand Jury charging substantive offenses, 
these being as follows: One indictment charging Guoaf her Gustave' Runrich 

Srich Glaser, and Johanna Hofmann, with .transmitting.©, restricted code used 
for communication between military aircraft end their respective stations 
•in order that such code might be used to the advantage of a foreign power. 
The other Substantive indictment charged that Otto Hermann Foss transmitted 
to a foreign power secret information concerning the construction of United 
States ,/irny aircraft with the intent that such information would be used to 
the advantage of a foreign government and to tbs injury of the United States 
in violation of the Federal Espionage Statute. • v ; . '■' 

Th3 investigation revealed that this espionage ring operated 
through a directing heed residing in a foreign country, the espionage' 
operations being conducted through certain agents residing in the United 
States of America. Additional agents of this espionage ring were found. to. 
be members of crews of various steamships plying between' the United States 
•and ports of the foreign government, involved. It was disclosed that the 
directing heed of ; the espionage ring described above, paid to the agents 
residing and working, in behalf of the ring, within the territorial limits, 
of tbs United States, certain sums of money in return for these agents* 
furnishing items of information concerning the national • defense of the 
United States. " . 

The names of the individuals against' whom indictments have been , 
returned are as follows: 
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Lieutenant Coaaaander Udo von Bonin (aot in custody) 

.Hermann Sehsol (hot in custody} 

(Both von Bonin end {Sensei ere alleged to fee connected 
with the defense office of the foreign government’s 
espionage activities) , 

Ernst Mueller (not in custody) 

Captain Lieutenant Erich Pfeiffer (not in custody) • 

' \ Schmidt (not in custody) 

• Sanders (not in custody) 

Mrs* Jessie Jordan (recently sentenced, in England, 
to a four-year jail tern in connection with 
. espionage activities) • - ' 

William Lonkomski (not' in custody) 

Karl. Schlueter, (not in custody) 

.Theodor Schuetz (not in custody) . . 

Henbert Jaenichsn (not in custody) •. V 

• Karl Eitel (not , in custody) 

Johanna Hofmann (taken into custody by agents of 'the FBI) 

. Ignats Theddor Grieli (not in custp^r) 

Otto. Heraann Foss (taken into custody by agents of the .FBI) 
Warner George Gudenberg (not in custody) 

Erich Glaser (taken into .custody by agents of the FBI) 

Guenther Gustave Rumrich (taken into custody by members 
of the Hew York, Hew York, Police Department, and sub- 
sequently released to agents of the FBI) . " 

. <?n December 2, 1938* in the United States District Court at Hew 

York City, following conviction by jury trials, sentences in connection 
with this espionage case. were imposed as follows t 

Johanna Hofmann, former hair. dresser on the Horth German Lloyd Liner 
®Europa n was sentenced to four years for her participation in this espionage 
plot. 

Otto Hermann Foss, airplane mechanic, convicted of furnishing aircraft 
secrets to German espionage agents, was sentenced to serve six years. 

Erich Glaser, Baited States Army Private, formerly stationed at Sitchel 
Field, Long Island, New York, and convicted of having furnished a restricted 
. code to Guenther Gustave Ruurich for transmission to a foreign power, was 
sentenced to serve two years. : ■ 

Guenther Gustave Ruarich, Chicago-born son of Austrian parents, who had 
joined the .United States Arsy and subsequently, deserted in, order to become 
a German- espionage agent, pleaded guilty and testified in behalf of the 
Government during the prosecution of this case. Ruarich received a sentence 
of two' years* J 



The foregoing sentences .were, in all iaatcneea, to be sstfvssd in 
Federal penitentiaries to be designated by the Attorney General of the 
United States- or &i3 authorised representative* • 

Discretion is tbs very essence of an espionage investigation in 
Viesr of which tbs investigation of the above case has disclosed raaiffca- •• 
tions in various sections -of the United States and these, in turn, entailed 
the interview of nuaerous individuals as well as a large amount of 
additional investigative activity in collection with numerous alleged 
espionage agents and assistants and associates thereof.' ' ' . ' - 

it will be noted that fourteen of the eighteen . individuals 
indicted in this .matter. have- not been taken. into custody to date, these ' 
fourteen parsons being presently fugitives fro® justice and they are believed 
to be outside of. tbo Jurisdiction. of tho United Statse of America. 

On November 23, 1938, the Los Angeles Field Division of the. FBI 
received information from the Office of XTaval Intelligence, jolted States • 
Navy Department, indicating that an individual employed as a confidential 
informant by the Office of Efaval intelligence had been engaged in selling 
information obtained during the course of his investigations for the. Off ice 
of Haval' Intelligence, and also inf omc.tion which h© Md obtained from the 
files of the Davol Intelligence Office^ to one liifehaii Nicholas Gorin, Gorin 
being the manager of Intourlst, Inc., the latter agency being, c.t that, time, 
operated by the Russian Government in Los Angeles, California. The Intourist 
Inc., was a. travel bureau established and operated' by the Russian Government 
for the avowed purpose of promoting travel in the Union of Soviet- Socialist 
Republics . The investigation revealed that tiikhail Nicholas Gorin had 
entered the United States on January 10, 1936, for the purpose of taking 
over the management of the Pacific Coast Division of Intourist, Inc. 

An investigation with regard to the above natter was conducted by 
the FBI as a result of which Hafis Selich, employed as a confidential 
informant by the Office of Haval Intelligence at Los Angeles, California,-' 
was questioned with regard to this mat ter. gallch admitted to the FBI 
agents that he had sold information obtained by him in the course of investi- 
gations conducted in behalf, of the Revel Intelligence as .well as information 
obtained by him from the files of the Office of Haval Intelligence, to 
gildiail Nicholas Gorin. He admitted be had been .celling confidential informa 
tion of this type over a period of approxinatoly one year and he stated to 
the FBI agents he had received frefe Gorin coapensd&on totaling 01,700* 

Galich claimed that the information furnished by him to Gorin 
primarily concerned Japanese activities in the Los Angeles District, and 
this information did not relate to the Rational Defense of the United States. 

Prosecution weo authorised. by the United States Attorney at Los 
Angeles, California., following which a complaint was filed by agents of the 
FBI on December 12, 1938, charging Hafis Salich and Mikhail fTIchalas . Gorin, 
with violation of the Federal Espionage Statute. The above Individuals 
were immediately taken into custody at which time their respective bonds 
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were fixed at 025,000. and they were subsequently remanded to jail in default 
of bond* An indictment containing throe counts# charging obtaining and 
disclosing inf oraation affecting the naval defense and conspiracy to effect 
the above# ms returned by a Federal Grand Jury at Los Angeles# California, 
on December 31# 1933# against Salich and Gorin. Gorin ms released on a 
025 #000 bond, this bond being furnished by the Intourist# Inc., of lieu York 
City.. A- superseding indictment was returned on January 11# 1939# which 
also named Natasha. Gorin, the wife of 0ikha.il Nicholas Gorin, as a subject. 
Following iss uan ce of a warrant for the arrest of Satssha Gorin, she was 
taken into custody on January 11, 1939, being subsequently released on a 
$1,000’ bond. Hotion to quash indictment and demurrers were over-ruled on 
January 16, 1939, and the above mentioned three individuals on arraignment, 
pleaded not guilty, on January 16, 1939. 

• .... The above individuals were tried by Jury in the United States 
District Ceurt at Loe Angeles, the trial commencing on February 21, 1939# 
and thereafter on larch 10# 1939, a verdict of guilty with regard to all 
counts, of the indictment was returned against Sofia Salich and Mikhail 
Nicholas Gorin, a verdict of not guilty being returned the sane time as to 
Uatasha Gorin. ' 

Subsequently, on March 20# 1939, in the United States District 
Court at Los Angeles, Calif ornia# Mikhail Nicholas Gorin was sentenced to 
servo six years in a Federal penitentiary to be designated by the Attorney 
General of the United States or his authorized representative, and. to pay 
a fine of $10,000. At the .same time , Bafis Salich was sentenced to. serve 
four years in a Federal penitentiary* , ' 

Mikhail Nicholas Gorin was thirty-four years of age at the time 
of his conviction, having been born October 24, 1904, at Ferhnie Dobrovka, 
Russia, fie. is married to Natasha Gorin and has one son. Filly Gorin, who 
was born on January 6, 1929. Gorin entered the United States on January 10, 
1936, for the purpose previously stated and since that time he has received 
extension from the Immigration and Naturalization Service of the United 
States to remain in this country j the last extension expired on April 28, 

1939* He has no other known relatives in the United States and his parents 
and relatives reside in Russia. 

Bafis Salich was born in Moscow^ Russia, on Elay 24# 1905, being, . 
at the time of Ms conviction, thirty-four years of age. fie became- & 
naturalized citizen of the United States on February 4# 1929. He is married 
having no children, and had separated from his wife in January, 1938* fiafis 
Salich possosses a good educational background, having attended St. Joseph’s 
College at Yokohama,- Japan, where he learned to Speak the Japanese language, 
fie also .completed, a course at Tiilsons* Modern Business College, Seattle, 
Washington, being an accomplished stenographer in shorthand, typewriting, 
and bookkeeping* He was employed by various steamship companies yprioi to 
1926 and upon the latter date he became a member of. the Berkeley, California 
Police Department where he was subsequently promoted to the position of 
Sergeant. In- 1936, he was given a leave of absence by the. Berkeley, 

California, Police Department in order that he might take a confidential 
assignment as investigator for the Naval Intelligence at San Pedro, California, 
which position he occupied until the time of Ms arrest in connection with 
instant case. 
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.^AR-ntde E^uLATipisr;-. / '. 'V •• •. 

^he Constitution of the United States empowered the v 

..'Federal Government to wage car*' and this power necessarily carries . • 

with it the power to rage war successfully. This power of Congress 
includes matters which' tend in any nay toward the accomplishment 
of a successful war, the mobilization and the utilisation of the country* s 
resources!: and -of necessity the exigencies created by war or arising 
from its inception, progress and termination are placed. under the 
power of Congress, The United States Congress has the right to 
legislate in order to successfully prosecute warand to employ means 
to successfully carry on the war, . Therefore, extraordinary regulations 
in time of war may be passed by the Federal Government, and at least 
are as extensive as the power of the police in the several states. 

In granting the Congress the power to conduct war the ’ 
Constitution also gave it power to guhrd against the immediate renewel 
of the conflict and to remedy the evils which have arisen from the car.', 

Within reasonable limitations, it is the power of Congress 
to provide when acts passed in time of war shall cease to. be enforced! ’’ 
although in general the war powers of .the Federal Government end with 
the necessity which brought- them into operation. 

Under normal conditions certain articles and activities are 
free to commerce in its usual channels or are otherwise unhindered 
and unobstructed, but during the state of war these articles and . 
activities are sub j ect to governmental regulation as a war measure. 

These articles and activities which maybe made the subject of 
such governmental regulation during the war include, food, fuel, and 
other necessaries; housing and rents; making false statements intended 
to interfere with the success. or Operations of the armed forces, or tp 
promote the success of the enemy! the forfeiture of property which, 
has been ascertained to be about to be unlawfully exported; aiding by 
word or act the cause of the enemy, or opposing the cause of the Federal 
Government, Tittering disloyal language or language intended to bring 
the government, flag, or armed forces into contempt or disrepute; , 
the transportation of provisions or mmitions of war into hostile 
■territory; assisting alien enemies to leave the country; the destruction 
of war material and supplies, and the carrying on of prostitution. A state 
has no right to legislate matters which will in any way affect or hinder 
the activities of the Federal Government in the waging of the war, however, 
the state may pass legislation which will aid and support the Federal 
Government in the waging of the oar. 

During the World Par, one T. E, Hunter was tried and convicted 
for permitting men and women .to practice prostitution in the South 
Charleston Hotel, South Charleston, Pest Virginia, which hotel was 
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withia5 miles of a U.S.Naval GrdnancePlant. . . 

Although the Red Cross is not considered a part of the 
iniHtary and. naval forces, its work during the World War served as 
an auxiliary to such forces and. any interference with the Red Cross 
by the utterance of remarks which would shake public confidence in 
its administration and thus reduce contributions is a violation 
of the Espionage Act. During the World Far one Fred A. Graazow 
was inidicted for such unlawful acts regarding the Red Cross* 

Charles W. Steene, Frank L. Preston and William Hotze 
were indicted and tried on January 8, 1920 for a conspiracy to 
utter and publish disloyal and scurrilous remarks concerning the 
U. S . Government and the military and naval forces, thereof. These 
remarks were intended by these individuals to bring the Government 
of the United States, the Constitution and . the military and naval 
forces into contempt and disrepute by the distribution of certain 
handbills which urged disloyalty against the United States Government, 
These handbills, in addition to friiten remarks, contained four pictures, 
the first of which depicted a man suspended by his wrists, apparently 
in a cell, under which appears, "Hung -by the wrists from ceiling for 
vSllpurs„a 4ay.yMcfeil Island, Washington. * The second picture depicted . 
a man oho appeared to be brutally beaten with a dub, "Political 
Prisoners Beaten With a Baseball Bat at Leavenworth Penitentiary.* 

Tne third picture displayed a man chained to prison bars, "Chained 
to the Bars 8 hours a Day for- Two Weeks oil Bread, and Water.® The 
fourth picture depleted a man, barefoot, stripped to the waist, being 
lifted off his feet by a rope around his neclc^ which runs up over a 
beam end ljack into the hands. of a man who stands near him, oho is . . - 

pulling it. The man oho holds the rope wears the style hat common 
in the Army. Nearby is another man with a pistol in his belt and 
wearing a similar hat who is kicking the vietim, "Punishment of a 
conscientious objector in disciplinary barracks.® 

•• V . Herman Weasels, in January of 1918, advised a Special Agent 
that he was a citizen of Switzerland and that he was in Dew York 
on business connected with Richter and Company, manufacturers of 
toy stone building blocks and patent medicines. He exhibited a Swiss 
passport claiming it was issued to him by the Swiss Government. 

Weasels was in reality a native of German at the time of 
the above incident, and a subject of the Imperial German Government. 

He was an officer in the German Navy and was not at that time and never 
had been a citizen of Switzerland,- The passport was forged, and known 
by him to be forged. The Special Agents were in possession of certain 
letters intended for Weasels. On May 1, 1918, he was arrested by • 
the Special Agents as an alien enemy and confined to the Tombs Prison 
in Manhattan. On January 30, 1920, he was arrested by the Bavy Department 
and charged with being a spy. From April, 1917 until May 1, 1918, he 
acted as a German spy, 
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Frederick Kraf ft spoke to two Corporalsin tile United 
States Arfly andv.several other members of the military forces of ihe 
United States and stated* "I can’t see how the Government can 
compel troops to go to France! If it mas up to me, I’d tell them 
to go to i It’s a damn shame!" These remarks mere spoken with 
intent to influence, persuade and cause these persons to become , : 
insubordinate. This was a violation of Federal Statutes. 

Peter Sphaefer^ one Fogel, Werner, Darkom and Lemke, all 
officials of the Philadelphia Tageblatt Association which published- 
the "Philadelphia Tageblatt,® and ^Philadelphia Sonntagsblatt," were 
charged with printing and circulating through these newspapers false 
reports end statements of certain news items purported to be from 
foreign places, and through editorials attempted to promote the success 
of the enemies of the United -States, which at that; time was the . 
Imperial German Government. By the above-described means they . ' 

attempted to obstruct the recruiting and enlistment service of the 
United States*. All of the. above-mentioned individuals were found 
guilty of violating Federal Statutes. • 

Gerhardt Weasels was Convicted in a Federal Court in Texas for 
making the following statement to a certain Negros "That the United 
States had no business going into this war against Germany, and 
that the negroes should not have anything to do with it, and for this 
Negro to go and tell the young Negroes who had been registered and 
also some of the older Negroes, to meet at another Negro’s house, and 
that he, Tfessels, would tell them how they could' avoid being drafted 
into the Army of the United States j that he would explain to them 
that they could daira that their eyesight was bad and that they could 
not see the letters and figures when they were given an eye test 
before the local exemption board." 

In 1918, an individual named Binder was. convicted for the 
publication of a book challenging the sincerity of the aims of the 
United States la entering the War. The statements were of such a nature 
calculated to arouse dissatisfaction and induce opposition to its 
continuance by falsely stating that this country entered the War to save 
England from defeat and to aid munitions manufacturers. 

As a result of the World War, an individual named White was ... 
charged in a Federal Cpurt with the. violation of Federal War-Time 
Statutes, in that he advised a man subject to .military or naval services 
that soldiers in the camps were being mistreated, not fed, nor getting 
proper medical attention, and were dying like flies, that army trucks 
would be sunk by submarines while being transported and that murders 
by the German soldiers were no worse than the American soldiers did in 
the Philippines* These statements were made with intent to cause 
disloyalty to the cause of the United States. 




Daring the World War, it uas declared that . the motion 
picture, “flie Spirit of *76,“ tended to cause dissension between 
the United States and one of its Miles, and ms therefore subject 
to seizure. 
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. At the present time tar Is being waged by Great Britain* 

France and Poland against Germany, chile Japan Is continuing its 
offensive against China* Belligerent car ships and submarines are 
patrolling, the high sea3 and as a result the neutral rights of . 

non-belligerent nations are at jeopardy*. Diplomatic relations 
throughout the world are being strained and international car time 
intrigue is rapidly returning to prominence. The United States is 
the only major power that is not at car with the exception of Italy. 

' On September 5, 1939» President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued 
a proclamation which prohibited the following acts to be done within 
the territory and jurisdiction of the United States and placed the , 
responsibility of investigating the .cases arising from these acts 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

1* Accepting and exercising a commission to serve one of the 
said belligerents by land or by sea against an opposing belligerent. 

(The investigation of cases arising under the above paragraph is 
exclusively in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.) 

. 2. Fnlisting or entering into the service of a belligerent as a 
soldier, or as a marine, or seaman on board of any ship of war, letter of 
marque, or privateer. (The investigation of eases arising under the above 
paragraph is exclusively in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.) 

3. Hiring or retaining another person to. enlist or enter hinself 
in the. service of a belligerent as a soldier*. or as a marine, or seaman 
on board of any ship of car, letter of marque, or privateer. (The 
investigation of cases arising under the above paragraph is exclusively 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.) 

4* Hiring another person to go beyond the limits or 
jurisdiction of. the United States with intent to be enlisted as aforesaid. 

. (The Investigation of eases arising under the above paragraph is 
exclusively in the Federal Bureau, of Investigation.) 

5. Hiring another person to go beyond the limits or jurisdic- 
tion of the United States with intent to be entered into service as 
aforesaid. (The investigation of eases arising under the abov© 
paragraph is exclusively in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.) 

6, Retaining another person to go beyond the limits or 
jurisdiction of the United States to be enlisted as aforesaid. (The 
investigation of cases arising under the above paragraph is exclusively 
in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.) 

7., Retaining another person to go beyond the limits or 
jurisdiction of the United States with intent to.be entered into service 
as aforesaid. — But the said act of the 4th day of Hareh, A.D. 1909, as 
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amended by the act of the 15th day of June, A.D. 1917, Is not to be 
construed to extend to a citizen or subject of a belligerent who, being 
transiently within the Jurisdiction of the. United States,: shall, on board 
Of any ship of war, -which, at the tine of its arrival within the juris- 
diction of the United States, was fitted and equipped as such ship of 
war, enlist or enter himself or hire or retain another subject or citizen 
of the sane belligerent, who is transiently within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, to enlist or enter bins elf to serve such belligerent on 
board such ship of war, if the United States shall then be at peace with 
such belligerent. (The investigation of cases arising under the above 
par^raph is exclusively in the Federal Bureau of Investigation*) . 

8, ‘ Fitting out and . arming, or attempting to- fit out and arm, 
or procuring to be fitted out and armed, or knowingly being concerned in 
the furnishing, fitting out, or arming of any ship or vessel With intent 
that such ship or vessel shall be employed in the service of one of the 
said belligerents to cruise, of commit hostilities against the subjects, 
citizens* or property of an opposing belligerent. (The investigative 
jurisdiction under the* provisions of the above paragraph, in so far as 
possible will be restricted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

The Department feels, however, that the policing functions necessary or •• 
desirable under the provisions of 'this paragraph should be performed in 
all instances by the Treasury and Navy Departments.) 


9. Issuing or delivering a commission within the territory or 
jurisdiction of the United States for any ship of vessel to the intent 
that she .may be employed as aforesaid. (The investigation of .cases . 
arising under the above paragraph is exclusively In the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation.) 


10. Increasing or augmenting, or procuring to be increased or 
augmented, or knowingly being concerned in increasing or* augmenting, the 
force of any ship of war, cruiser, or other armed vessel, which at the 
time of her arrival within the jurisdiction of the United States was a 
ship of war, cruiser, or armed vessel in the service of a belligerent, 
or belonging to a national thereof, by adding to. the number of guns of 
such vessel, or by changing those on board of her for guns of a. 
larger caliber* or by the addition thereto of any equipment solely applicable 
to war. (The investigative jurisdiction under the provisions of the 
above paragraph, in so far as possible, will be restricted to the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Department feels, however* that the 
policing functions necessary or desirable under the provisions of this 
paragraph should be performed in all instances by the Treasury and 
Navy Departments.) 

11. Knowingly beginning or setting on foot or providing or 
preparing a means for or furnishing the money for, or taking pari in, any 
military or naval expedition or enterprise to be carried on from the 
territory or jurisdiction of the Uhited States against the territory 
or dominion of a belligerent. (The investigation of cases a risin g 



under the above ; paragraph is. exclusively in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation,) ; ‘ • ’: • / t 

■ 12* Despatching from the United States, or any dace 
subject tp the jurisdiction thereof, any vessel, domestic, or foreign, , ’ 

which is about to carry to a warship, tender, or supply ship of a 
belligerent any fuel, arms, anmunition, men, supplies, despatches, 
or information shipped or received on board within the jurisdiction 
of the United States, (The investigative jurisdiction under the 
provisions of the above paragraph,; in so far as possible,- will be - , 

. restricted to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, The Department 
feels, however, that the policing functions necessary or desirable 
under the provisions of this paragraph should be performed in all instances 
by the Treasury and Havy Departments.) 

13. Despatching from the United States, or any place subject to 
the jurisdiction thereof, any armed Vessel owned wholly oi* in part by 
American citizens, or any vessel, domestic or foreign (other than one . r 
which has entered the jurisdiction of the United States as a public 
vessel), which is manifestly built for warlike purposes or has been 
converted or adapted fr3»m a private vessel to one suitable for warlike 
use, and which is -to be^eaployed to cruise against or commit or 

attempt to commit hostilities upon the subjects, citizens, or property 

of a belligerent nation, or which will be sold or delivered to a belligerent 

nation, or to an Agent, officer, or citizen thereof, within the jurisdiction 

of the United States, or, having left that jurisdiction, upon the high . 

seas. (The investigative jurisdiction under the provisions of the 

above paragraph,, in so far as possible, will be restricted to the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Department feels, however, that 

the policing functions necessary or desirable under the provisions of ; ' 

this paragraph should be performed in all instances by the Treasury. 

and Navy Departments.) 

14. Despatching from the United States, or any place subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, any vessel built, armed, or equipped as a 
ship of war, or converted from a private vessel into a ship of war (other . 
than one which has entered the jurisdiction of the United States as a 
public vessel) , with any intent or under any agreement or contract, . 
written or oral, that such vessel shall be delivered to a belligerent 
nation, or to any agent, officer, or citizen of such, nation, or where 
there is reasonable cause to believe that the said vessel shall or 

Pill be employed in the service of such belligerent nation after 
its departure from the jurisdiction of the United States* (The 
investigative jurisdiction under the provisions of the above paragraph, 
in so far as possible, will be restricted to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The Department feels, however, that the policing functions 
necessary or desirable under the provisions of this paragraph should 
be performed in all instances by the Treasury and Navy Departments.) 




4 7 15. Yaking, or attempting or conspiring to take, or. authorising 

the taking of any vessel out of port or from the Jurisdiction of the 
• ; Uhlted States is violation of the said act of the 15th day of June,! 

. ■ ' ‘ A. D. 1917* as set forth in the preceding paragraphs numbered 11 to 14 

; inclusive. (The investigative Jurisdiction under the provisions of the 

•>' above paragraph, in so far as possible, will be restricted to the Federal 
, • ' .Bureau of Investigation. The Department, however, feels that -the • • 

policing functions necessary or desirable under the. provisions of this 
paragraph should be performed in all instances by the Treasury and Havy . 

. Departments.) - ‘-.V.,. - .« ■..7 7 ■ ■ ■. . 1 : '77' ' 

• ! . : ^ 16. Leaving or attesting to leave t&e Jurisdiction of the 

United States by a person belonging to the' armed land or naval, forces : 

. of a beHlgerent ©ho shall have been interned within the Jurisdiction ; 

7- v7°f 'the United States in accordance uith the law of nations, or leaving 
or attempting to leave the liiaits of internment in which freedom of ' 

• movement has. been alloued, trf.thpui permission from the proper official! 

of the United States in Charge,’ or wilfully overstaying a leave of 7 
•absence granted by such official. (The investigation of eases arising " 

■■■-!•;’ under the above paragraph is exclusively in the Federal Bureau of . ; 

V Investigation.) 7 ’ ,;7- .. . 

17.- Aiding or enticing any interned person to escape or attempt 
... . to escape from the jurisdiction -of- the United- States, or from the liiaits 
of internment prescribed, (The investigation of cases arising under ! 

; ia'v .’7.'!-; ,: the above paragraph is exclusively in the Federal Bureau of Investiga— . 

■/ 7- tion.) ;! ' ' ’ ' ' 

; • Recently, the Honorable -Frank Muzphy, Attorney General of . 

the United States, made a public statement in which he requested '•* 
that the citizens of America! cooperate . with the FBI in enforcing the 
laws of the United States by reporting to .the Federal Bureau of Investigation - 
all information which might Come to their attention which suggests ; 
a violation of the Espionage and .Sabotage Statutes and which might 
indicate a violation of the 'President ! 8 Proclamation of neutrality* 

The citizens of America can aid tremendously in the work 
that is being done by the FBI and there are listed below several 
. suggestions by which they can be of assistances 

, ;• j£. ; Immediately report to the nearest Off iee of the FBI : . ; 

any information which might possibly indicate that some person has 

• . obtained or has' caused such information to be obtained regarding 

7 . the aetional defense with the intent to use such information to the 

7 ' injury of the United States and to the advantage of any foreign ; 
country, regarding the national defense such as vessels, aircraft, 
navy yards, arsenals,, camps, torpedo stations and batterys* 

2,' Report immediately to the nearest Office of the FBI 
Information which would suggest that anyone has taken or copied, or 
- caused to be taken or copied any sketch, photograph, blueprint, .etc., 
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• or anything connected with the national defease, and also Information 
: to the effect that anyone not entitled to do so has received any 
code book, signal book or .document relating to the national defense, 

3, Report to the nearest FBI Office at once, any data 
which would indicate that, any person lawfully possessing any code 
.' book, signal book or anything relating to the national defense* has 
; transmitted any of these things to any person not lawfully entitled 
to receive them, , .. . • 

■ ' 4, Report to the nearest 5BI Office any data indicating ' 

i. that information affecting the national defense has been transmitted 
or made available to any foreign government. 

5, Report as expeditiously a3 possible to the nearest 
FBI Office all data which might possibly indicate that any person 
has wilfully injured or attempted to Injure the property of the 
United States Government, which is being manufactured under contract 
to the Havy Department, which might constitute a violation of the 
Espionage let. 

,6. Make available at once to the nearest FBI Office all 
information concerning any person who is wearing the uniform of 
the U, S, firm y, Havy or Marine Corps unlawfully, or any part of 
such uniform. It should be borne in mind that the Ha tidzial Guard, 

/ •.. Haval Militia and the organization known as the Boy Scouts of America 
, have been designated by toe U1 S, Goverament to be permitted to wear 
their regulation uniforms. The ROTG and student cadet organizations 
are also permitted to wear their regulation uniforms. Others excepted 
. . i .are persons too have served honorably as officers of toe United "States 
Army,. Havy* Marine Corps or Coast Guard during war times, having since 
. been honorably discharged or mustered out. of the Service, 

7. Report at once to the nearest FBI Office all information 
which would indicate that any person too is employed as am agent 

for a foreign power to disseminate propaganda in the United States. 

8. • Report immediately to the nearest FBI' Office all data 
which would indicate that any exporter or importer of implements . 

, of war has not registered with the State Department and has not 
obtained from this Department a license covering each specific 
shipment of implements of war. (This applies to those persons too 
attempt to ship implements of war to countries too have not been 
designated by Presidential Proclamation as being at war) « 

9 . 'Whenever suspicions arise indicating that any person 
or corporation might, possibly be violating any of the .Statutes listed 

; ‘ hereinbefore, this information should at once be called to the 
attention of a representative of toe nearest FBI Field Division 
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The yield Divisions of the Federal Bureau of investigation 
with their addresses and telephone numbers are listed below* . 


Location 

Aberdeen, South Dakota 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Birmingham, Alabama 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Buffalo, Hen York 
Butte, Montana :• 
Charlotte, North Carolina 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Dallas, Texas 
Denver, Colorado ■ 

Des Moines, ' Iowa v . 

Detroit, Michigan 
WL Paso, Texas - - Vi • 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Huntington, West Virginia 
Intoanapolis, Indiana; 
Juneau, Alaska ' . . 

Kansas City, Missouri 

Knoxville, Tennessee 

Little Robk, Arkansas - 
Los Angeles, California . 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Memphis, Tennes see 
Miami,, Florida • 
Milwaukee, 'Wisconsin 
Hewark, Heu - Jersey. . 

Dew Orleans, Louisiana 
Heu York, Hew York 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Omaha, . Nebraska - . 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Portland, Oregon 
Richmond, Virginia 


Address . Telephone Number 


310 Federal Building ‘ 4652 

501 Healey Building Walnut 3698 

320 Federal Building ' 4-1877 

10 Post Office Square 

Room 1016 Liberty 8470 

400 N. S'. Court House ' . Cleveland 2030 

302 Federal Building 2-4734 ‘ 

914 Johnston Building 3-4127 . 

1909 Bankers’ Building Randolph 6226 

1130 Enquirer Building Cherry 7127 

1448 Standard Building ‘.Prospect 2456 

1206 Tower Petroleum Bldg* 2-9086 
518 Railway Exchange 

Building Sain 6241 

739 Insurance Exchange 

Building r 3-8998 ' 

911 Federal Building Cadillac 2835 

202 D*. S* Court House . Sain 1711 
313 Federal Building 4621 

700 West Virginia Balding 8928 

323 Federal Building - Riley 5416 

. 5 I 5 Federal and Territorial • 

Building 618 

1612 Federal Reserve Bank 

Building. Victor 3113 

407 Hamilton National Bank 

•• • Building ; 3-7928 

500 Rector Building 6734 

810 South Spring, Rm. 603 Mutual 3277 

633 Federal Building Jackson 5139 

2401 Sterick Building 8-4236 

1300 Biscayhe Building 3-5558 

1021 Bankers' Building . Daly 3431 : 

936 Raymond-Commerce v • • 

Building Market 2-5511 

1308 Masonic Temple Raymond 9354 

607 Tf* 5. Court House • 

Foley Square Rector 2-3520 

94 O First National Building 2-8186 
. 629 First National Bank 

Building Atlantic 8644 

1300 Liberty Trust Building Locust 0880 
620 New Federal Building Grant 0800 


411 U* S. Court House 
601 Richmond Trust 


Atwater 6171 • , ■ 
3-0169 



.-.Salt Lake City, Utah 301 Continental Bank 

Building Wasatch 1797 

, San Antonio, Texas 478 Federal Building Fannin 80^ 

San Francisco, California One Eleven Sutter, Bat*. 1729 Exbrook 2679 

Seattle, Washington . 800 Joseph Vance • Main 0460 

Springfield, Illinois 1107 Illinois Building 7923 

• '"St, Louisa tSissouri • . 423 U. S. Court House & . 

Custom House Garfield 0360 

, St. Paul, Minnesota . 404 lew York Building Garfield 7509 

. .Washington, D. C.' 2266. U* S* Department of ... 

. . ; justice Building National 5303 
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federal bureau of Snuestipatton 
United states department of Justice 
Ifflaaliingtnn, d. C- 

September 25, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NICHOLS 


a Pursuant wyour instructions, I have prepared a 

I memorandum entitled/RJewel Robberies,” in which a discussion 
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V_ has been made of the modhs~operahdi 'Pf- this type of offense, 
and Bureau cases cited as illustrations. 

This memorandum is attached hereto. 

Respectfully, 

F. C. Holloman 
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On May 22, 1934, the President of the United States.: 
approved an Act of Congress which was entitled the national Stolen v . 
Property Act. This statute made it a Federal offense for anyone \ 
to transport from one state to another property valued at §5,000 
or more, which was stolen or feloniously taken by fraud, provided 
the person who transported the property knee at the time that it was 
stolen property. Although the statute does not provide it a federal 
offense to steal or fraudulently obtain property valued at §5,000 
or more, it does provide it a Federal violation to transport if 
knowing it to be of a stolen nature, from one state to another. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation was charged with the duty of 
investigating all violations of this law. 

By virtue of this statute, the FBI has assumed investigative 
jurisdiction over the interstate transportation of jewelry valued 
at more than $5,000, although previous to 1934 the Bureau was 
precluded from investigating the many jewel robberies that had 
been committed throughout the country. •. ’ 

Realising the necessity for a centralised file for 
descriptive data of stolen goods, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
on April 1, 1936, inaugurated the National Stolen Property File . 
which provides a source of information regarding stolen property. 

This file as made available to all law enforcement officers and 
citizens who wished to record descriptions of stolen property. A great 
deal of difficulty has been experienced in filing descriptions of 
jewelry, because of the fact that such articles do not have serial 
numbers. However, the FBI has successfully overcome this difficulty and 
is filing descriptive data concerning Jewelry. A tremendously large 
number of requests are received by law enforcement officers, insurance 
companies and citisens to record descriptions of jewelry and other 
property which has been stolen. Whenever any jewelry is recovered 
in the hands of criminals it la checked against the National Stolen 
Property File in order that it might be returned to its rightful 
owner and thus enable Hie law enforcement officers to ascertain the 
identity of the thieves. 


The robbery of jewelry is effected in several different 
ways. America has in the past seve'ral years experienced depredation by 
lawless roving gangs who have not overlooked the jewelry firms that 
operate throughout the United States. It has been largely due t 6 the 
investigative activities of the FBI that this menace has been curbed 
and that such violent crimes ire. lessening each year. Typical of these 
marauders was the gang of A! Brady, who together with James Dalhover 
end Clarence L. Shaffer, Jr., /formed a coalition for the 
ongeging in criminal activities* ' , .MCftRmRWVScn' 1 1 
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The depredations of this, gang of desperadoes rival 
those of the characters of the most blood thirsty novels of. our 
time aid were brought to aia end by the death, of Brady and Shaffer 
while resisting arrest by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of . 
Investigation, and the capture of Dalhover in the Bew England City 
••• of Bangor, Maine,. in October, 1937. ‘ 

This infamous gang committed in the neighborhood of 150 
holdups and robberies and at least one, and possibly two, murders. In 
the comparatively short period, of time between the latter part of the 
year 1935 and April, 1936, however, the crimes committed were 
violations of State laws end as such did not come within the 
investigative jurisdiction of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

On April 27, 1936, the Kay Jewelry Store at Lima, Ohio, was 
held up end robbed for the second time end approximately $8,000 worth 
of jewelry was taken. It was ascertained in this case that the 
jewelry Had been transported from Ohio across the state line into 
Indiana, thus constituting a Federal offense within the investigative 
jurisdiction of the FBI. : ... 

On March 4, 1936, Brady,. Dalhover and another individual 
robbed the R. 0. Welland Jewelry Store at. Greenville, Ohio. Upon 
entering the store, they held up the employees and patrons, gathered 
up the jewelry, placed it in nine pillowcases, carried it out to 
the car and drove away. The jewelry was valued at $8,000. On 
Mares 19, 1936, the Kay jewelry Store at Lima, Ohio, was held up and 
robbed of jewelry valued at approximately $6,800 by Brady, Dalhover 
and another bandit who had temporarily joined the gang. A gun battle 
took piece at the scene of this robbery and the bandits succeeded in 
making their escape. ; \ ; • . • - : \ ’ .. "• .. ;■ •: 

On April 9, 1936, Brady, Shaffer, Dalhover and another - 
individual proceeded to Dayton, Ohio, where they held up and robbed' 
the Sol Partner Jewelry Store, obtaining approximately $27,000 
worth of jewelry, which was taken by the gangsters to Chicago, Illinois, 
where they attempted to dispose of it through fences. Jewelry 
obtained in previous holdups bed been disposed of in this manner without 
any difficulty, but in this instance they were offered |22.,000by a 
group of fences and when they arrived at the designated place they 
..-.were- hijacked by some Chicago crooks who laughingly took their jewelry 
fro® what they then thought was a gang of "pirnks.” When they 
'•••. learned, the identity of the 9 puak0*' they immediately entered into 
• arrangements to return the stolen jewelry. = ' 

L . On April 27, 1936,. as previously mentioned, the Kay Jewelry 
Store at Li»a, <3hio, wao held up a sePond time. Ehile Brady, Dalhover 
and another Individual went , into the store and held up the clerks and 
customers, Shaffer remained outside at the wheel of the getaway . par. 

.As the bandits come out of the store, a police cor was- observed, by 
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then in the vicinity, Brady walked over to the police car end 
held iip the policemen with a revolver, however}, another police 
.officer arrived oti the scene and Started firing. Brady and; Dalhover 
returned , the fire. During the gun battle the bandits drove away in 
their automobile, pursued by the police car, and. in. the course of > 
the chase the police ear was. wrecked end one of the officers seriously 
.injured. One Of the bandits rag also wounded in this gun battle. 
Subsequently Brady and his gang of bandits proceeded to Chicago, where 
the Jewelry valued at 012,000 was disposed of through "fences." 

Oh October. 13, 193$, a complaint was filed egains^ Brady, 
Shaffer and Dalhover before the United States Commissioner at Cleveland, 
Ohio, charging them with the transportation of. stolen Jewelry valued in 
excess of $*>,000 fro® Dima, Ohio, to Chicago, Illinois, on April .27, 1936. 
The Special Agents. of the FBI then instituted one of the greatest 
manhunts that America has ever experienced, which continued until 
Brady and Shaffer were killed in Bangor, .Maine, in October of 1937. , 

It was found unnecessary , to prosecute the remaining member 
of this gang, Rhuel James Dalhover, as on November 18, 19^3, he was 
electrocuted at the Indiana State Prison, Michigan City, Indiana, 
for the murder of nn Indiana State Policeman. 

In. order to further illustrate the methods employed by 
criminals to obtain Jewelry unlawfully, on Juno 26, 1936, at 12 j 30 P. !J» 
a member. of the firm of Bauragold Brothers Company of New York, vsss 
robbed of $100,000 worth of unset diamond 9 and Jewelry, by four armed 
men. wearing handkerchiefs or sunglasses on thair faces. The robbery 
oecurrsc! in Chicago, Illinois,. The representatives of the jewelry 
company were attempting to interest prospective customers ia Jewelry, ’ 

Jit the time of the robbery they were proceeding to the office of 
a prospective customer in s taxi cab when a car pulled up beside the 
cab and someone yeiledj "Stop and don't move.® The cab stopped and 
the door on the left side of the cab was jerked open. A rifle or 
shotgun was pushed into the stomach of one of the victims. Mr. Jacob 
Bfcuagold, a member of the jewelry firm, attempted to get out of 
the right side of the cab. and was hit on toe head with the butt of a 
gun by. one of the bandits. : 5 • 

. Hr, Baumgold and another employee of toe jewelry company 
were forced into the bandits* automobile end after they had proceeded, 
a short distance, toe leader of. the bandits told them to take off 
their vests which contained the jewelry. These orders were complied • 
with, and a short time thereafter. Hr. Baumgold and the other employee 
were released on a street in Chicago, Illinois, 

The automobile used by the bandits was later found burned 
and was ascertained to have been stolen from on individual in Chicago, . 
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The FBI, upon learning .of’ .jfchih;- incident; immediaiely 
instituted on extensive investigation looking toward the identity 
and apprehension of the individuals responsible for this robbery, 
in view of the fact that it might later be developed that these 
•stolen jewels had been transported out of the State of Illirioio, 
which would constitute a violation coning within the investigative 
Jurisdiction of the FBI*. It was later developed hy the Special 
Agents than an eye witness to the holdup had particularly observed 
one of tho bandits and identified him as Russell Hasten. It- was 
learned that Husteh had been living in St. Paul, Minnesota* l 

Tho Special Agents of the FBI* s St* Paul Field Division 
were immediately notified of this information, and on September 10, 1936, 
• Russell Hus tea was apprehended at the Radisson Hotel in Minneapolis, . 
Minnesota, at which time 500 rings valued at approximately 040,000, 
were found in his possession* One hundred and fifty of these rings 
wpre positively identified as having been stolen from John Krause, 
President, House of Krause, Ring Manufacturers, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
near Freeport, . ’ 

Russell Husten was tried by a Jury at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
for violation of the Rational Stolen Property Act and on March 16, 

1937, a verdict of guilty rendered* On March 20, 1937, he was 
sentenced to serve S years in the Obi ted States Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth, Kansas* , . ... . '.4 ■ 

In vie® of the fact that no evidence wag secured by the 
FBI indicating that the Jewelry stolen from the representative of 
the Baumgold Brothers Company, had been transported out of the . ' 

. State of Illinois^ the FBI was forced to discontinue its investigation. 

' ■ * ' * \ ... . . '* ’ , ; • .i 

On January 20, 1935, Mr* ’Harry Content, Rew York Broker, 
and his sweetheart, Mrs. Margaret flawksworth Beil, together with, 
several of their friends, arrived in Miami, Florida, on vacation* 

Mrs. Bell had in her possession almost 0250,000 worth of Jewelry 
which she wore continuously while in Florida. .7 

On the next afternoon, January 21, 1935, Mr* Content and 
hla party attended the Hialeah Race Track in Miami, at which time 
one of the party met an old acquaintance , named Nicholes Montone* > 

Mrs. Bell was wearing her Jewelry on this occasion and on all subsequent 
occasions when she appeared in public, Qn January 25, 1939, Mr. ' • 
Content and his friends visited Embassy Club, where they apent- 
several hours. On the following day they again visited Hialeah Race 
Trach and again a member of the party encountered Nicholas Montone. 

V It was noted by . members of the party that Montone was looking in 
the direction of Mrs. Bell on several occasions. [ 

When the races were over the party left the Track and >, 
returned to the Miami Biltnore Hotel where they were stopping. They 
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had several highballs in the CocktnllLotmge, and then proceeded 
to their suite of rooms. Mrs* Bell and Mr. Content regained ini the 
sitting room where they ; were reading the afternoon newspapers. Mr, 
Content 1 s- valet had been sent downstairs to cash a §500.00 check. 

Approximately 6:50 P. HI. » . on this date, Nicholas %ntone , 
and Charles Cali entered the suite and covered Mrs. Bell and Mr. , 
Content with pistols. Hontone then proceeded to strip the Jewels 
from Mrs. Bell, breaking two of the four strings of pearls she was 
wearing, through his violence. Cali removed from Mr. Content* a pocket 
a platinum Tiffany watch and chain valued at §500, together with such 
currency as he had in his side trousers .pocket. After being; relieved 
of their valuables firs. Bell and Mr. Content, were tied with a soft ' 
rope mildi Montone and Cali had brought for that purpose. 

The actual robbery lasted for only a few seconds and 
they made their escape by running down the rear fire escape. ? They vV 
went trough a. lower lobby of the Hotel and out the front door, past 
the doorman and to their automobile which was, parked pome distance 
away. .During the robbery both Montone and Cali were masked with 
'handkerchiefs end they both wore gray suits. The Miami police were 
notified and no clues as to the identity of the robbers were developed 
on this date. •• . > ' 

On February P, 1935^ Charles Cali was observed acting 
suspiciously at a garage, on Alton Road, Miami Beach,. Florida, He 
was driving a Pontiac coupe in the back end of which, two Miami 
Detectives observed, ware two dismantled bicycles. Cali was questioned 
about these bicycles because numerous bicycles had been stolen. His 
explanations were unsatisfactory arid he was arrested and charged 
with petty larceny. There was later found in his possession the 
platinum Tiffany watch which had been stolen from Hr. Content. Call 
confessed to this robbery and stated that, gontone was his accomplice. 

In trie meantime gontone had proceeded by plane to New York 
City, where he arrived on the morning of February 4, 1935, and on 
February 7, 1935, he was apprehended iu Bew £ork, froni which place 
he was returned to Florida to stand trial for trie jewel robbery at 
the liami-Bilttaore Hotel, rind for which he was subsequently convicted. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered this case as 
a rcsultof the {JationRlStolen Property Act, which gives the FBI 
investigative Jurisdiction over ell cases in thick it appear a that' 
stolen property valued, at $5,000 or nore ha a been transported from 
one state to another. The activities of the FBI in this case were 
quite extensive, and it was due to the work of the Special Agents 
that Montone and Cali were convicted of the robbery. 

On April 24, 1935, Nicholes gontone and Charles Cali were 
found guilty by a Jury in trie State. Court of Dade County Florida 



V . at Siatsi, each having previously withdrawn the confessions which they 

. ' had made. On Hay 13, 1935, they were sentenced to serve twenty-five .; : 
years each in the Floridn Penitentiary. : 

v ; A great number of ; jewel robberies? have been- committed by • ; ^ 

eneak thieves who burglarise the homes of /their victims. li^Luhtrativ© 
of this type are the notorious burglaries of prominent movie' actors v 
vV . and actresses. '■ ■ • ' .j 1 .. ' • '• . •- 

' , . On IJarch 23* 1939, James Borton was ; opprehended by the . 

San Francisco Police Department with approximately $20,000 worth 
of Jewelry, in Ms possession. On March 25, 1939, he was removed 
‘ from San Francisco to Los Angeles by the Los Angeles police Department . 
where he advised a Special Agent of the FBI that the 080,000 worth of 
Jewelry which was found in hi a possession waa stolen by his While 
committing burglaries in the homes of Frank Wood, Martha Gilpin 
and Ann Dvorak in the exclusive residential district of Bel. Air, • ' 

Los Angeles, California. These burglaries were committed on t ■ , • 

March 4, 16 and 18, 1939, respectively. 

Borton stated that between April 28, 1935 and the date 
• > of hlS arrest, he had burglarized 40 homes in Los Angeles, California, 

end that many of these homes were those of prominent movie actors 
end actresses, Diiring these bvarglaries Bor^n stole Jewelry, furs, ' . 
clothing and other items of value -and the total value of the goods 
' taken was estimated at $2,134,594*91. . / •. ••/, .5 ’ 

■ Jamas Borton advised the Special Agents of the FBI that 
he had sold the stolen property to a f»fence w in Los Angeles, Morris 
Wasseraan, who operated a small retail Jewelry store et $509 Hollywood . / 
Boulevard. He also sold individual Items of Jewelry to friends 
and acquaintances, Borton else stated that one Abe Tivol, who operated 
a jewelry Store at L®a Angeles, had also received some of the .Jewelry.. 

■ On March 24, 1939, Morris Wasserman was apprehended, / 

end on March 30, he advised Special Agents oi^ the FBI that sometime 
during the Fall of 1935, a man known to him as Balph Graham (james 
•V-: Borton) had entered his place of business .and displayed two or three^/ . 
pieces of Jewelry which, he stated he wished to sell, os he was in . 
dire need of money. Vasserman gave Borton ^ $150.00 for X piece of ‘ 

jewelry* At subsequent periods Borton visited ©asserman * 3 jewelry- 
store where he sold him additional pieces of Jewelry^. and which Jewelry , 
. : Vasserman knew at the time of the purpose, was stoien/. property. 

After .acquiring a quantity of Jewelry which he kept in ... 
a bom buried in .the alley behind his store, VT&sserman then proceeded 
to Dew York City to dispose of this stolen property, through Harry 
. - Arnow. During; the. latter part of January, 1936, .Wasserman left Los 
Angeles and upon arriving in Hew York, registered at the Park Central ; 

. .HotM, at w^ich. time he .contacted Aimow telfephonically. Subeecuently 



• -Arnow,, pursuant to the instruction of Wassenaan Obtained an offer 
’ of 03 i, 300 for. the jewelry which Wasserraan had brought from Lbs 
•. /•/.Angeles* Tbip was a ricidulously low price for this jewelry* / • 

After tJassezraan^s return to; Los Angele3, California, James 
Borton sold tala many other pieces of jewelry chi dr he had stolen 
and which Wasseraah later took to Sew York City in order to dispose 
. / . of through Arnow* , • ' " •' ' . *.• ■ r •• ' . • ’ ■ ■ l'' V ., • • - 

In the Fall , of 1938, Borton caine to Washerman* s, store . . 

. where. -he ' exhibited a 15 carat diamond valued at approximately ; / / 
fi!2,t)00, and stated that he wanted §4,000 for this piece* faaaerten/ 
was unable, to raise this amount of money and accordingly called 
his friend Abe Tivol, the local diamond broker, who later agreed 
, to purchase the diamond . Accordingly a price of $2,200 was finally 
set and the diamond was purchased by Tivol and Nasserman. Tivol 
sent the diamond to Hew York, where he obtained $3, 0CD for It. 

On April 19, 1939, James Borton, Morris Waaserman, Abraham 
- Tivol end Harry C. Arnow were indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at 

Los Angeles, California for violation of, the National Stolen Property 
Act* On May lj 1939, ®Lvol- entered a plea of not gtiilty end oh 
May 8, Wasserman pleaded guilty tb the charges*.' . :>.i 

On Hey 18, 1939* as a result of the investigative activities 
of the FBI and the local authorities of Los Angeles, James Boston 
, entered a plea of guilty to State charges of burglary and crab sentenced 
.to Folsom Penitentiary for an indeterminate sentence on one of the 
counts of the indictment. Because of the feet that he’ had four felony 
convictions, which, -under the California State law provided a life * •* 
' sentence, this war Imposed in addition to the above indeterminate 

sentence. The matter of sentencing Fasserman has been continued from 
June 27, 1939, to. September of 1939. . 

On July 28* 1939, Harry C. Arrow van apprehended in Hew York 
end the trials of Arnow and Tivol have not as yet been completed. 

On July 21, 19^5, the residence of Laraont P. Hodge of Yonkers, 
New York, was entered and burglarised between the hours of 5 1 00 and 
10:00 P, M. by someone who gained entrance through the front door by 
using a piece of celluloid or a skeleton key. Jewelry valued at 
v approximately §15,000 wa^ taken. •' . 

On October 1, 1935, the apartment of Hr. and Hrs. Paul 
Pitches of New York City, was entered between 4*00 and 4|30 f, M* and 
jewelry valued at approxiaately §2,300 was stolen. On October 19, 

1935, the apartment of Richard C. McAdow, Jr.* Greenwich Towers, Greenwich, 
Connecticut, and a diamond bracelet together with other jewelry was 
■ taken. • 
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James Bennett*: whose t trtte;iu«B©; i© Jewell Ashby-Geiid,' - "• : 

'‘<tagai&Q£ 'x&& atia J his; ^oOBoiiyl&B wife -.proceeded ' / • •/:;-.' . ' ; 

• to ^eshingtoa,, D.C*, froh New Yoris CityonOctober 22 s 1915,aad 
. . , .; : v- :'V :.■ V ; ; registered at the- Bwllngton -Hotel:'©© SJr» end SIr3# Jones A* Bennett® ^ v .. : . • •.;• 

following day GouLd ond £ula Mae . Bennett appeared ; at .the ■.;;-'0 -: ■■•■': • ;’■ - 

Biltmor©. Buffet, 1405. t. ©treet,'/ "$*, where iboy ciet oae ; plijoo*, 

'j.y' / On sever©!., ©ccoaions theae three Individuals: exhibited a quantity of -.: . 

v : v Jduelry to- a prominent :Xocal real- estate acm 2 and other©* Bennetts "•- ' • < . 

\g?. ■'>') ) . . r ' : and Flaps ner© observed by', detectives of the netropolitfm Poiies •;'; > y. 

• : Department, , end' on; October -Sad Bennett ms. taken -4.V 

into custody, and there -tibs Teeovcred-froQhQr person aquamhi tyof ;' : v'' 

• , •••';, : : . jeuolry which watrlnipr Identified &c> stolen property* ; - ' { / 

- . >/; ?.. •* '•'•-/ . 'tGaedifeiely '-t ollowihg': the-' arrest of thla IJae Bchneit ^. r : •; 

J - james the'Blltmora ihiffet aM tarned oVe^ to thc; '■ ' 

..' ■■■ ' real estate soil- a quantity of j oraeiyy which included a- diamond ..... .•••“.v . 

;.. ' .bracelet valued at approximetely SljSOG, a ' pearl 'dinner rims,' and a ’ 

twin pesrl rihg P ^i'ch items; yor® ;subse^aently. idehtifiad'by 1 -. their • /. ; :, , • 

• ’ respective 'owners - as.', otoleh property s : ■ . V /’ .. ' 

:. . ■'•••’ Qn' ; 20 p ;'i9^ t ''.^e.'G1^nd: : Ju^ of tha Diatrict of . 

Coltnabia retarned an Ihdict^ei^t :.^hrgiajg James- vend ,Eula Mae JSensett'. 

.' with violation of th© Slationnl Stolen Property Act* in'tSiot they -' ,; ■ , . 

.-a" . knotTingly trannported ftoa.Heu York- to Baahinaton, ‘B* C* certain V 
r / :; . gooda nhich'included 'one fingor flag valued.' at .0550, :and’. -another - 

’ - '..V /.'ring mined ■' at $2 ,100 8 : the- property of . 'Wo 'Hodgej. '"end. a -.certain' 

. b.rJicelet of ’the v©lue-of 05,0008 the v ^ ,/[/:•':/■ 

Cr. ; - end & certain ..othor,- finger ring' of the value of 0400,- th© property' of :'■' .: : . ■ ’ . 

■ ■ Eleanor • V... Pitchon , 0 ' '••• •;-' .. 

On. May 19^7,' Jhiaes Bonnett who apprehended hy Opeciel ■ 

_\:'Agonto of ' the .Fit ; in ; i3en- lork. City, and he «®s removed to FenhinQton 4 ' v .' _v 
’ ’ D., C* -on June 4, -1937*. -Aa e^.rsfmlt at th© investigative •actiyitioe -y /sC :. 

> : ; -•;■ •- of the; FDX,‘ it. was nscerteined that .Davis Pines was implicated With. y\‘~. 'V. / 

: .' ,..' : Gould in the :tran9portfttioil";of xthh; 3toieh;'3ovoiry . from.- Uen--.Yt»rh; .'to • .; 

ton, D« -C.', 'jahuo^y-j^A, -1938# •h9 ; v^8.- ; '/T ; v ' '• - . 

. appreheBded at- ‘Hollywood ,.'-Pibrida*.'' 'dn.-Mhrch 1938, the Grand' ;• 

■ 0: ■■■?'/■ ■ Jury for. .the^ Dintitdct of Golunbia Returned -n hew indictmeat vhidi-.- ■ " ;l 

. iBcluded Pinos as .a defendant- ©long -rith the Beahetts*. Jill' 'thr©e ; : - 

'* ''subjects 'were brou^t' ; 'to ; -t^al'on'.'hpril 25> 1933,. and -the. Jury returned. 

- ; a verdict, of guiltyont1oy'4,.19?S8 ,aa tojunee ancSEuia Kee Bennett. 

v and a verdict of not -guilty ..ho to Davis pines 0 , ■ Jeaj©3, Dennett 'ua©i : ■•/ 

.*. ■ •. sentenced. dh-Moy.- l^,. I9s& f ; to . serve t uo to tive-'&pr^. in the :penltentiory 0 : : ■ :■•;• 

'.'On the mtsu , date Eula Sac D.efthott" t^h’-ijoiitejaced .to.' '$ecpvo "trim 1: year : . ';. . ■ 

t?'..:.: •;' to 18 moaths?: in the.peMtentihry* •; -T' ..> .y . r . 








♦ It .ma lenrnod during the inveotigatioo of this- cos* that ; . ; 

. James Bennett, or Jewell Ashby .'Gotfltd is an Inveterate thief and a 
y»»ar-- considerable porauaslve ability* He . , 

; ; presents a ; very nebt personal appearance, which enabled hia to. gain 
eiitre® into firstHBl&sg apartment houses where /.jeweliy and other 
;y Movables wore stolen* >•' '.■\ r •....,. ' :: 

- Bennett was bora at Moa> Ilebrnstei# January .?Py 1904* He 
i?nb married and eubsenuentiy obtained a. flexions- divorce* He later .- •, 

■ acco®p 0 .nied EMn tja© Bennett in eommon-l&w mrriage. . His psrents reside, in 
Woodland, California, • U ; < 

•*' : tula See Bennett 13 reported to have been twice tmsrriecV- 
and divorced nrlor to taking xsj her association with Jewell ftehby 
Gould* Very little is known of her perpoaal history except that ; v 

her hoas wad originally ia I'emphis, femessoe, 

• ' lula llae Bennett vae arrested by • the Police Departaient at ;.• -'•• 

Miojsi Soa'ch* -Piorldn, oa 'Pobr«rsry ; l4 # 19 35,, then she -ma observed , • 

rehMng.frora o& apartment and entering a Chrysler sedan being driven 
by JafceS Sennet t*. ’ The 'bar contained burglary tools end the hat band 
of' Japes Bennett, contained celluloid strips commsly used by • ' ’ • 

burglars in gaining entrance to apartments* • & Quantity of jmroZxy was 
. seised by the Police Department, including a .'wristwatch Which was . 
identified, by ^ Vincent ' Lopoz^ an orchestra leader j as having been 
Stolen fro® Ms apartment. As .Vincent Lopes declined to. testify in , 

'.-thin -case, no prosecution Was’ 1 instituted. . • , 

'Throughout America there are son® private detectives eh©,' . 

. by their- actions esn no less be described criminal's than those " • * 

notorious thieves fend robbers who actuMly seetaMj the jewelry w Whes© 
detective's have bvdlt strong criminal aHloncen in the uadernorld 
with jewelry ihioVeb. When a large amount of jewelry is stolen 
these detectives, knowing the insurance cospai^ stands to lose the 
full amoimt of the value of the jewelry, at, ohee hegin ; negotiations 
with the thieves for the salo of the Jenelty back to the inswancc company, 

'. The instance;'' fira hae .ho^othep choice than to buy the jewelry from the 
thieves, usually for 10 .per cent of the . total Vine, the private 
’.detective ajseaea ./the ; entity; of ' a ^go-between 0 - and is paid a handsome ' 
coffliaission. for the cafe return of the a‘ tolen. property,' . ,• ')/•/■• 

. ■ theft of jewelry, .coidd practically be ellMnated if it 

were .not for 'the' imdarvorld' fences purchase the loot for a ■ 

•ridiculously low price and keep it until they can be safely. sold . 
through commerciel chaimelsv Hie criminals who. actiially steal the 
jauelry usually have no means of selling their loot except through these ,. 
fences edid very rarely undertake .to sell it. themselves. Thus they resort : 
to these underworld ’ figures who pay prices so low they are ebsnyd, ' end - 
.then remount, and rccut th® , jewelry in order .to destroy its true ■ identity 
no -that tbo ^legitiahte 8 sal© of it is facilitated, . • • v- •. . . 
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September 25, 1939 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NICHOLS 

Pursuant to your instructions, I have prepared a 
memorandum entitled "Jewel Robberies," in which a discussion 
has been made of the modus operand! of this type of offense, 
and Bureau cases cited as illustrations 

This memorandum is attached hereto. 

Respectfully,- 


F, C. Holloman 



Mr. E. A. Tamm 


[ Mr. Clegg. 

} Mr. Coffey I' 

h’ ■ 

8 Mr. Egan..‘. ’ ' 

l Mr. Glavin j 

| Mr: Crov/1,: 

jj Mr. Harbo . 

i Mr. Lector ........ 

Mr. Lawler ; 

. Mr. Nichols.. j 

| Mr, Rosen ...... 

3 Mr. Scare I 

jj Mr. Quinn Tamm — 

3 Mr. 'Tracy . 

A Miss Candy j 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
* DIRECTOR 
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'federal bureau of Jnuestigation 
United States Department of Uusttce 
IBas^inston, D. (£- 

October 5, 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON 


D 


Mr. Toi3on..^v.f. 
Mr. Nathany...*.. 
Mr. E. A. Tfimra. 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Crox?7l 

Mr. Haxbo 

Mr. Lester 


Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Nioholfi 

Mr. Rosen *— 

■{^Mr. Searo — 

Mr. Quinn Tamm — 
Mr, Tracy 


iLIxOL P 


_/ 




With reference to Mr, Courtney Ryley Cooper’s 
letter of September 30th, I wish to advise that in an 
effort to get several instances , I was delayed somewha 
'in calling him. He called the Bureau on October 3 , 

.1939, stating that he had just received a letter from 
Sumner Blossom wanting to know the status of the artic l¥ iBS Gondy 
on espionage and before he answered Blossom's letter , he_ 
wanted to check and see what the present status was here 
in. the Bureau, I told him that the Director had <» 

instructed that the writer get up the material which he 
desired as quickly. as possible and that in view of the 
fact that it was necessary for the Director and you to 
leave town, at the last minute yesterday , you had asked 
me to call him, I told Mr, Cooper insofar as the status 
of the article was concerned, it remained the same as it 
had when we had previously spoken to him; that the 
Director thought the suggestions which he outlined in 
his letter of September 30th were excellent and that 
with the development of his ideas, certainly American 
Magazine would have a most excellent article, I told 
him that by reason of the very nature of the subject 
matter, we would be somewhat restricted and would have 
to be very careful in anything that was printed and 
certainly nothing could be printed on cases presently 
under investigation. He stated he appreciated this but 
all that he wanted were some actual instances reflecting 
the modus operandi of sabateurs ; that they could be dis- 
guised so that no one could put their finger on them, 
and yet be true, and I told him any article the Director 
had anything to do with would have to be ^c^tuo^ly-^X)-rn.e-ct- — M*. 

BEOORDSD | f-f ~ 3 ~ - 2LO - 

With reference to his inquiry , 
figure as to the number of spies , I told OF INVESTIGATION 

course it would not be possible for the Bureau ±o 
any one figure because after all no one knows QM twe ISof 
'present time just how many spies there one, Qlthpugh A ^ Ki ^. r . f ..^A r . 
the Bureau has a good idea and has a line ^ JO^fCE 

portion of them and is doing everything to locate the 
rest , but we could not set any specific number. He jf 
apprec iated this and stated it was 0,K, 1 1—the-n—tel-d — 

him as soon as specific items could be secured I would 
call him back. 


/ 


(\r^ — 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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I did this because Mr, Cooper stated he wanted 
to finish the article before he left Florida; that he 
had to go to New York and he wanted to leave the article 
here en route to New York, He will come through Washing 
ton on Wednesday , October 11, 1939 , and on Friday, 
October 13th he will appear on George Jessel 's radio 
program, 

I called him back tonight after conferring 
with Mr, Tamm and furnished him the following items : 

On one construction job, important structures 
were assembled in zero temperature and the 
saboteurs had used rivets smaller than neces- 
sary and poured water around the rivets to 
hold the structure in place until it could be 
covered, ■ 

electrical 

hails were 
short- 


A tool was placed near a generator , so 
that the subsequent vibration would cause it 
to fall into the equipment and cause it to 
get out of order. 

Pieces of bent wire were placed over 
terminals of switchboard, governing operation 
of important machinery , 

A metal rod was placed in a generator . 

Oil was placed on commutator of a generator . 

Wiring was changed so that meters and gauges 
would not reflect the correct working conditi on 
of equipment. 

Tools have been concealed in machinery in 
.such a way that when found it appeared they were 
left there by accident , when in reality had the 
machinery been started it would have seriously 
damaged it. 


In the installation of certain 
equipment on a Government contract, 
driven through a cable thus causing 
circuits. 



3 




Nuts and bolts concealed in generators and 
dynamos which would cause the destruction of 
electri cal equipment , 

Every industrial plant potentially would be 
the target of sabateurs and fires would always 
have to be considered in the light of possible 
arson as they could be carefully planned , 

I outlined briefly the item which came to light 
in the Rumrich Case wherein an apartment was to be 
lavishly appointed in Washington , permitting the enter- 
tainment of certain Governmental officials and young 
Army and Navy officers with the thought in mind of 
inducing them to gamble , causing them to seek the assist- 
ance of a loan shark who would thu3 get them under 
obligation , 

I explained to him that bombs were made 
by separating sulphuric and picric acid by a thin 
piece of metal which eventually would corrode and 
when the two acids mixed a violent flame would result, 

Mr, Cooper stated he would treat the items 
mentioned in the article in even more general terms 
than the writer and it was pointed out that it might 
be well to point to these items as a precautionary 
matter and as things that could happen. He thought 
this was a good idea, ■> 

He stated that in a conversation with Blossom 
today, 31ossom asked if there was a spy menace. Cooper 
stated he thought Mr, Hoover would say that there was 
in connection with the article. He stated this was 
based upon the two addresses which the Director had 
sent him, which incidentally he stated were excellent, 

I told him that this could be satisfactorily worded 
in a casual manner , 

As soon ' as the article is received it will be 
carefully reviewed and the review completed by the 
time you return to the City , unless you want the 
article immediately sent to you. 



• • 
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The writer will arrange either to meet Mr. 
Cooper's train when it arrives in Washington 3 or have 
the article picked up at 11:45 a.m. 3 Wednesday 3 
October 11 3 1939 » 

Respectfully 3 

:! 

l^rtrr\ 

L. B: NICHOLS 



*/ 


COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring. Florida 


Dear Edgar: 


September 30- 


I have just received the information on 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Taoffl 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin . 

Mr. Crowl. 

Mr. Harho 
Mr. Lester . 

subject of espionage, and while there is much here thaSfJ r ' 
is of basic value, I am afraid that any article I wou]Mj' Bo ° oe “ 9 
attempt out of it would necessarily be so vague that | M *' s ' 

it would suffer considerably® Therefore. I am taking the '" ear8 ‘” 

liberty of making certain suggestions which I feel | Mr Tracy 

sure can be handled without giving information to the S S *r cy , 

enemy — whomever that might happen to be® 




The purpose of this spy article,” as I see 
it, is not to depict the activities of spies particularly,” 
although, of course, there should be something of this 
sort. But more than this, it should tell the ordinary, 
plain every-day mam what HE can do to serve his country 
in counteracting the activities of spies® 


However, to tell this,” it is necessary to draw 
examples. For instance, Nick tells me that there is in 
New York now, a woman called The Countess, whose business 
it is to make contacts® As I understand it — although of 
course, this would not'be mentioned— the Bureau does not 
have much of a means of putting the clamps on her,” except 
by publicity. 


Therefore,” it might be well to ask the average 
reader in such a story if he is a Cocktail Talker, if he- 
falls for the curiosity of a beauteous female who may 
pretend not to know anything, but asks everything® Then 
if I could have some of the stuff that has been gathered 
about this dame,* I could draw such a picture of her that 
it not only would be a warning against her and her. kind,' 
but would be a tip-off to HER that the FBI knows a hell of 
a lot more about her them it really does— and stop her 
activities,” as well as a lot of others who may be working. 



BEOORDSir r 

Naturally, I can sees no harm wha, 

HOW SPIES WORE, Certainly I would not be ve 
sjpies anything- they do not know,” but insf^ 
giving wholesome warning to decent people 

look for. Spies don't change their act-^-they'^TgoHL 6§r$ain j 
formulas' which they must follow by necessity— thA.. _ 
asking of pertinent questions, the se eki ngU-cSf 
ferreting out of persons in monetary distress, 


If I could have a number of these 
ILIOTTRAYBD BY THESE CWMlIfffi 



mo ausr bpe randi^^l^ 


:e an 


V 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 

OATF R Y MSW 




COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


authoritative sane g basic framework to this yarn which 
I believe would be of great benefit^ 


I think it would be sense to tell the workman that _ 
he should forget his job the minute he is finished with it* 
and that he should regard it as a patriotic duty to suspect 
the man who is just too damnediiriterested in phases of 
national defense for the public s health* I n this regard, 

I think it would be worthwhile to tell the story of the 
man in the airplane factory who made a trip to "a foreign 
country" every so often,” carrying im his head the details 
of airplane manufacture. 8inve that foreign country, Germany, 
is now at war, and he can't 6° there any more,’ but might 
use other methods, I don't see where any harm can be done. 


The workman who insists on reconstructing plans and 
so forth should be watched and I can draw on the German 
spy case for this. 

f;** , 

I think it worth while to point out to the average 
sucker who does not know that certain things are 
vital parts of the national defense, such as railroad 
yards , railroad tunnels, canals,” hangars, airplane shops 
etc,” and that a GOOD CITIZEN THESE DAYS should not 
gratify his natural curiosity or go snooping into things 
which do not concern him in the way of manufacture,* 
etc,' thus lessening the number of persons who do go about 
enquiring and thus making it possible to separate the needles 
in the haystack. 

I,- » 


I should like to draw attention to the fact that 
our worst spies do not always talk with a foreign accent. 
To this end, I could quote from the Thompson, Farnsworth” 
and Rumrich cases. 


. I should like to know some of the methods of sfcaignEHz 
Isabateurs so tjtjat the average sucker can know one when 
he sees one. I all sfic of this,” I naturally would point out 




that the best way for America to plan for peace is to take 
Insurance against, being hoodwinked into war. By that I mean 
that if we should have a terrific .case of sabatage, in 
which a number of lives were lost,” hysteria mifeht result',’ 
and peace is not insured by hysteria but by sane, cool 
thinking— — and insurance. • 


I want to bring out that in these days, the American 
flag covers a multitude of spying. I n other words, do not 
believe all you hear simply because the speaker is surrounded 


^l a ss, and harps on his desire for peace,” always 
with a big BUT connected with it. I think we shoula tell 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring. Florida 


people to do their own thinking and let no one make up their 
minds for them, no matter how skillfully the words are 
couched* 

Of course, I have much of the background for this already,’ ' 
and I am going into much of it merely to show you the kind 
of article this is intended to be-— not a hootchy4«kootchy 
thing that yells about how we are surrounded by spies, 
but a sane, thinking article which will help thg average 
guy detect a spy when he runs into one. A«gx£gff.Hax;fc8£kz:&flg 
BHCiizz This is one time when Americans can talk too much. 

Talk about the ball game, the football game, and anything else 
of that sort. But keep quiet about what is going on at the 
plant, how many feet of fire hose has been ordered in a rush 
job, whether or not the plant is equipped for the manufacture 
of sjsz gas masks and all that sort of thing. 

You see,’ the average person thinks a sgyiz spy just wants 
to know military secrets. He has no idea of how vast a business 
there is in commercial secrets as well,’ the sailing time 
of vessels,’ the manufacture of this that and the other thing,’ 
which he can piece together and make into a picture which 
he can forward to his country, The average fellow doesn’t 
know about the miserable little rats in the spy business, 
the myriad licje^who sell bits of information for two, three 
or five dollars’,’ and I believe it would lessen your load 
if they were taught ways and means of combatting these fellows’,’ 
first explaining the racket. For instance, you will remember 
that in 1935, when Japan was so interested in this country's 
war secrets, practically every other taxicab driver in 
Washington was a Japanese. Whatever became of them? They’re 
all gone now*- — together with the tiny bits of information 
they picked up for the general mosaic at a dollar or two 
per item. 

I n other words, Edgar, I believe that instead of 
being. a piece which the Bureau should be at all alarmed 
about, this can be made into one which will lessen the 
Bureau's work. If persons didn't talk about things 
spied wanted to know, the s£y business would drop mightily 
overnight. 

C5 S 

Of course, I know much of the advice to give.. However,’ 

( there must be a lot more than I could use’,’ and if I ; “can 
have it, I will appreciate it. To illustrate this, I can 
go into some of the world ssseez war stuff. But for other 
illustrations, I need new stuff which of course,' must 
be nameless. 

I also want to bring out that America is to a degree 




f 



COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 

in the spot of being caught between fires,” each eating at 
each other, I can illustrate a part of this by the Russian 
spy case in Los Angeles,- I would like to further illustrate 
it by the story of Mr X s . which would be",’ as I TOLD IT," 
thus : 


Mr, X was the agent of a foreign government. He was 
here to buy military secrets. He fell into the company 
of a group of men who wanted' to sell them. Mr. X bought 
them cheerfully,” after melodramatic series of meetings,. 
Departing, he took them all away with fehgmgxz him, beautiful 
blueprints, plans , etc," and went ot his death in Spain ," 
not knowing that the men he had "duped” were the spies of 
an opposing government, and that. not ojie of the plans would 
work, 

hr* * 

I would want to bring out from this that the sp£s bysiHesx 
business is big business, with a total army of some 10,000 
spying on everybody including themselves. Spies must 
check on spies and so forth. 

As I say, we’re not telling the spies anything they 
don’t know. But we are telling the American citizen a 
lot of stuff he doesn't know, all of which will be helpful 
to him,’ especially the guy out in Bokefoot, Kas., who 
doesn't see any ahrm in talking about the big tractor order 
that has been received by /the town tractor plant. He, the 
sucker, in talking,* doesn't know that this tractor order 
may be a part of war supplies',’ which may be supplemented 
by orders from some other factory. But a spy would kno\i? it. 

So keep mum. about your daily job! 

Do you see what I mean? 

If you are agreeable to these suggestions, will you 
please ask Nick to phone me as soon as possible, so that 
I can get busy on the article tb^Hawe it in to you 
at the quickest possible mompiit to ygive you plenty of 
time for Okay? / / 

Samezevar ^ 


X 
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Mr. Tolson , Tzr 

Mr. Nathan ( ) 

Mr. E. A. Tamm ( ) 

Mr. Clegg ( ) 

Mr. Baughman ( ) 

Miss Beahra ( ) 

Mrs. Cleveland ( ) 

Mr. Coffey ( ) 

Mr. Crowl ( ) 

Mr. Drussel ( ) 

Mr. Egan ( ) 

Miss Gandy ( ) 

Mr. Glavin ( ) 

Mr. Harbo ( ) 

Mr. Hendon ( ) 

Mr. Hottel ( ) 

Mr. Ladd ( ) 

Mr. Laughlin ( ) 

Mr. Lester ( ) 

Mr. Mclntire ( ) 

Mr. Nichols ( j 

Mr. Parsons ( ) 

Mr. Renneberger ( ) 

Mr. Rosen ( ) 

Miss Sayre ( ) 
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RECEIVED 




9k-?-h-20-52li ' 

' • ■ ■ . •. •; 

. . • Ootober 23 , 1939 


J 3 ro*: Fred .Biller 

h6 Oil Korth Murray ’Avoauo 

Milwaukee,. Wiooons in . 


Doar L'ro, Biller t - ■" v ; ' • ■ 

_• * • • , * wioh to acknowledge your, letter postmarked 

Ootobor 10 , 1939 # advising of your into root in Courtnov 
Ryloy Cooper's book, "Designs in Soarlot. n May i .. 
as our© you that in tho nvuabor of years - x' hove had tho 
ploaeuro of knowing Mr. Cooper, I have found the 
articles prepared by: him to be baaed entirely on faot. . 

v *. *. he thou ^ ! odour red to me that you might 
bo interested in reading soeo of ray recent addresses 
as r/oll as copies of our Uniform Crime Reports, and I 
am taking tho liberty of sending those to you, 

; . ■ ,^ith boot fishes and kind regards, 

v '.\ ; ‘ V ' • Siheoroly- yours. 


- }< Tolson . : ...... i ( . . \ /• 

'j Sir.: Nathan .......... * , ' V . ’’ ’ 'V ' 

f.Mr. E. A. TammgnoioBUrO 

• - '■ ■ . 

Vo i. io, #i & 2 

’ :';^ V ffey - -Probs of Law Enf . .. . r 

; True Costa of . Crime-' 

l>. r.u«v , Thi0 - CriiBilial8l „ Cod8 

i'tr: Croxvi n . ’ • 

fe-. Harbo-,....;.. ^ 

■. Ml*., Letter ^ j) ' . , '-■* v 

•Kir. Hendon .. 1 j ' 

1 .Mr. Michojs'..,;..:. • | ^ O ;<5 

Mr.' Xloden ’ . fJC'T • A ^ 

:Mr..Sepr9 ft ' • P.'rrtv- ' .' 

.Mr. QainaXiJi": - • \3 [\ BUREAU' >'F I M V £*5 H ft T 10 ft 

Mr. Tracy. '.’TV v| - U, S. OH’MVpW W . , 

JrliSa G^ndy^:. ; ‘J ' ' e ‘ y 7* 
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J/le&eral dureau of ffmieatfgation 
United §tatea department of ifuattre 
ITlaahmgton, d. CL 

October 13, 1939 

MMQMMMK IQR MR* TOLSM 



O - 

Courtney Rul eu Qooj^fT called late this after- 
noon, He had~~sfwwn the^~articTe' to Sumnerjffilossom, who 
was very muck pleased with i 



I 



. Blossom made certain suggestions , however, 
namely, that Cooper clarify the article showing how 
factories and manufacturing instituti ons by their care- 
lessness invite sabotage , and suggested that he devote 
a little more space to the characters of the individuals 
in the Rumrich Case, Blossom pointed out that the 
reference to acids was rather vague and suggested this 
be clarified. He also suggested to Cooper that if at 
all possible a paragraph might be worked in on the Nasi 
Bund, He told Blossom he did not know whether this 
could be done, I think a carefully worded paragraph 
might, not be out of order at this time. These changes 
will be made by Cooper when he comes down and of course 
you will be informed. 



Cooper then went on to point out he had had 
a long .session with Jerome^Beatty , who grew up with him 
on the\Kansas -City Star and who writes for the^Saturday 
Evening Post and the American magasine . Beatty has ' 
jup£~caused a very exhaustive inv estigation to be con- 
ducted in Georgia on conditions in the turpentine camps 
and has concluded that a bad condition 
particular state . He pointed out that 
gates peonage and then takes the facts 
States District Attorneys who say that 
camps can’t make money unless they pay 
and accordingly he is going to blast the situation in 
the American magasine in a subsequent issue and is going 
to take to task United States A.ttorneys and United States 
Marshals and point out that the FBI needs to send an 
army into the South. ~~ " ‘ 

RECORDED & INDEXED 

Cooper stated that he told Bqa 
arrived in Washington he would send him 
old Texas case involving peonage, wherein c^^Sp.e^Q.ff^^id 


Deputies were sent to prison. He also said he told 


exists in that 
the FBI investi- 
to the United 
the turpentine 
lower wages. 
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Beatty he would try to send him some material on how 
pri soners were rented out by jailors and sheriffs . 



I told Cooper frankly I didn’t know whether 
such material was available and while I was familiar 
with the old Texas case , nevertheless I would not give 
tt to him until: we had given the matter further con- 
sideration and certainly the Bureau could have no part 
whatsoever with any contemplated blasting of United 
States Attorneys , 

Cooper stated Beatty asked him about United 
States Marshals, whereupon Cooper informed him 95% 
of them were crooks and politicians • 

I made no comment to this. 


The I , C, that Mr, Cooper refers to is the 
case involving Raymond Teller and others , a copy of 
which is attached, I will not give him a copy of this 
until word is received from you. However , it is my 
thought that if Beatty is going to blast the United 
States Attorneys it would be to the Bureau's advantage 
to have no part in the matter , and if you approve this 
procedure j I will so inform Mr, Cooper, 


A review of the Bureau ’ s files reflects that 
a letter was received from Jerome Beatty under date of 
November 29, 1937, on the letterhead of "Reader’s Digest" 
wherein Beatty advises he is starting on a world tour 
in a few months to write a series of artic le s for The 
Readers Digest on American men and women abroad who are 
living interesting lives , He states his job is to find 
those Americans, to collect enough information about them 
so he can decide which ones he should visit / that he would 
like to include the greatest American thief catcher who 
operates abroad, and asks for any help the Director can 
render him. This communication was acknowledged on 
December 10, 1937 , by the Director , arid Beatty was informed 
that the Director had no suggestions along the line of 
his inquiry, and referred him to Honorable A, L, Dixon, 

Home Office, Whitehall , S.Yif, I, London, England, 


Mr, Cooper stated that Beatty is a very reliable 
man whom he could vouch for and who is an admirer of 
the Bureau and his only thought in the matter is to 
give him this I, C, in order that Beatty would be assured 
that the FBI does its duty. 



"" I told Cooper that I mentioned to him sometime 

ago the possibility of an article . on little known deeds 
of the G-Men , wherein we could go into the matter of 
peonage , He recalled the conversation but stated he 
would like to get some material for Beatty if at all 
possible. 

He also stated that when he arrived in 
Washington he wanted to mention some ideas which 
he has on an article on communism under his own 
signature or under some pen name , thus not bringing 
the Bureau into the picture, I told him we could 
talk about this when he arrived, 

/ 

A copy of the espionage article with noted 
suggestions is attached, - 


Respectfully, 



L. B. NICHOLS 



HOOVER 
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ifieberaf bureau of Jnuratfgatfon 
llniti'ti §tati's SUpartmettf of ituatice 
fflaaijingtort, U. <E. 

October 17, 1939 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, T OLSON 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tarawa 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. GlaTin 

Mr. Crowl . - 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Nichols 



For record purposes , /there is attached hereto t 
final draft of the articled Th rough The Sou Glass!’, by 
J, Edgar Hoover with Cour tneg Ryl ei/^Cooper, Tncluding 
your suggestions given me over the telephone on October 
16, 1939. 


I talked to Mr, Mulcahy about the article and 
he read it over at home last night. He stated he thought 
it was an excellent article and the only question which 
he raised was the fact that probably some of the reporters 
and writers who have requested similar material might 
raise some question about this. However, he stated it 
was his job to take care of them. He did make a very 
excellent suggestion , however, that the Director might 
possibly give out a short release a few days before the 
article is put on the stands, not referring to the 
article, but merely making reference to the espionage 
situation and what citizens can do, I think this is a 
good idea and if at all possible, it might be something 
that would be highly desirable to do, Mr, Mulcahy had 
no suggestions whatever to make with reference to the 
article. 


U' r - P.ossn .... 

Mr. Sears 

Mr. Quits Tamm.. 
Mi*. Tracy — 



It was placed in the mail today and transmitted 
to Mr, Sumner Blossom by a letter signed by Mr, Cooper, 
I also wish to advise that I' called Mr, Blossom and 
told him that Mr. Cooper had asked that I convey to 
him the message that the article had been approved 
and was being placed in the mails. He inquired about 
the Director and asked that his regards be extended to 
him. 


Respectfully , 


L. B. NICHOLS 
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' A report concerning the existing conditions in a Midwestern 
Penitentiary has been made by ah unknown individual. . 

It is alleged that a prison official, on the Corning of 
September: 21, 1938, made the following statements *1 feel tough this 
moraing.® just about that time an inmate passed by him and the official 
yelled at Ma to atop* The inmate kept on walking. The official went 
after him, picked hin up and carried him into the North Cell House Humber 2 
in the silent section. In the presence of another prison official 'and , 
two inmates, the official knocked the initiate down and kicked him at 
least twenty or thirty times. The inmate died in the prison hospital 
on September 29, 1938. At an. inquest the official testified that he 
accidentally stepped on the inmate. . . 

An innate, on Say 11, 1939#, was confined to the infirmary 
at North Cell House Humber 2, and was removed from there to Humber 6 
gallery in Cell House Humber 1. A prison official and another Inmate, 
for some unknown reason, beat the , inmate up. He had approximately 
thirty-three convulsions and was taken to the hospital. The prison 
doctor refused to accept the inmate and sent him back. On Kay 17, ,1939, 
he made the following deathbed statements “Officer and inmate 

slugged me." The prison doctor attributed death to paresis of 
the brain.' \* ■" /:■ , 

The prison official in charge of the quarry borrowed $20.00 
from an inmate who works for him,, and when the inmate demanded his money 
back he was told to forget about it. /Hie inmate saw. the prison chaplain 
and told him the story and liie chaplain advised the official to return 
the money, which he did, but the inmate served sixty-two days in a 
punishment cell. ’ 

On March 25, 1939, an inmate notified a prison official that 
he was sick and needed medical attention, but his request was disregarded. 
On March 27th the inmate asked another official for medical attention 
but received none. On March 29, 1939# the inmate was removed to the 
hospital where it was found that he had double pneumonia and he -died 
on April 1, 1939. 

A prison inmate told an official that his people had deposited 
in a bank $1,000 in escrow, and this money was drawn out by two officials. ; 
Each received $500.00 for their part in aiding in the escape of five 
convicts in November, 1938. ' . : ! 

: An individual was arrested by the Police Department at Hazen, 
Arkansas, at the renuest of the Tulsa, Oklahoma, Police Department. At 
the time he was turned over to officers of the Tulsa Police Department 
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Li© executed a signed statement confessing to a burglary, and in addition, 
made statements regarding the Hot Springs, Arkansas, Police Department* 

He stated that be had 'been arrested on a Saturday evening for being 
drunk and disturbing the peace, and when he! was booked at the Police 
Station he had $680 in cash on his person.' He stated that the Desk 
Sergeant put the money in an envelope and sealed it up* The next morning 
when this individual waa : released he advised that they accepted $20.00 
from him to make bond for he and his wife who had been arrested With him the 
night before* The Desk Sergeant, it is alleged, told him that if 
he Would give him $80.00 more that the case would be done stray with. 

Dpoa examining the envelope it was found that $300 was missing and 
he finally left the Police station- with $280.00. Two officers of the 
Tulsa Police Department were inclined to believe this story inasmuch as 
their investigation reflected that the abpve-Kaentioned individual had 
obtained about $1,000. in cash' In the burglary and had placed $700.00 of 
that amount in the safe of the Arkansas loan Company and had withdrawn 
same’ only a short tine prior to his arrest by the Hot Springs Police 
Department., ;• ‘ ' . •, •• V;., 

In 1933, Young Fikes and his tdfe Alberta Fikes, together with •/ 
Robert Pikes, mere employed on the farm of Jr, John Suttle located near . 
Felix, Alabama* Because of a disagreement in -the mages that were 
supposed to have been paid to these Negroes all three of them left the 
farm of Hr. Suttle in March, 1937, and proceeded to the farm or ned by 
Mr. 7; H. Wall located in Blount County, Alabama. 

During the first part of April, 19.3T, John Suttle appeared 
before a Justice of the Peace, F. C. Washburn, Perry County, Alabama, and 
swore out a warrant against Young Pikes and Robert Fikes charging them 
with "obtaining money and goods by false pretenses." Emmett F. Plummer 
was employed as a tenant farmer on the Suttle farm. He and Deputy Sheriff ' 
. Jack H. Townsend of Perry County took the warrant for the arrest of 
these Hegroes and proceeded to the fara' owned Wall in Blount County, 
Alabama. They gave" the warrant to the Sheriffs Office of Blount County . 

> and Deouty Sheriff Carter J. Hillican and Deputy Sheriff T. H. Husgrovej 
who proceeded to Hr. WallAs farm and took into custody Young Fikes, Alberta 
Pikes and Robert Fikes. They were brought to the county jail nt 'Oneonta, 

■ Alabama, .where they were lodged for the .night. The next morning Plummer and 
Deputy Sheriff Townsendtoojj custody of these Negroes and carried them 
v - back to the farm of Mr, Suttle, where, they were forced to work and were ' 

. threatened if they attempted to leave th% farm again. 

When Justice of the Peace E. C. Washburn was interviewed by 
Special Agents- of the 1^1* he could not find the warrant that had been 
issued for the arrest of ..these individuals. He stated that TdSen the 
Negroes were returned by Deputy Sheriff Townsend they were brought before 
him and were released' when Emmett F, Plummer made arrangements to pay the 
-cost of court, which was approximately $10*00. . There was no trial 






~ 6 - ■ . - ■; ' ' ; : • • 

; and Mr>. Washburo Stated that there were no removal proceedings held 
for the removal of the Negroes from Blount County to. Perry County. 

On March 16, 1939, the. facts in the instant case were presented 
, to the Federal Grand Jury sitting in Mobile, Alabama, and on March 18, 

■ 1939, 'an indictment ms returned against John W. Subtle, Pett us Morgan 
Suttle, J. Freeman Subtle, Jr., Barnett F. Plummer and E. G. Fashbura, 
charging them uith violation of the Federal Peonage Statutes* On 
March 24, 1939, : all subjects were apprehended and their bonds were 
posted at $1,000 each, to await trial on the charges of the indictment. 
Each of the subjects made the bond and were released. 
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United ©tates'Bepartment of Huatxce 
Washington, B. <E. 

October 27. 1939, 

i s' si 

MEWRANMK for MR. TOLSON 





Mr. Qnimi Tattua. 

Mr. Tracy 

Mist* Gaudy 


While \CouYtney RyleyQooper was iv/ Washin^&e&f *< 
e asked if the Director would sefnd a copy /of his 
’aut ographed p hotograph tdj2hA^k4pf§tern 3 tthje twelve- 
y ear-ufTd nephew of BenafhBenut^, star in j/Kfsf^jthe 
Bo us Go.o .d.bue" . He said ^k-te-rni s very much interested 

in the G-men and that he J would be very happy to receTUe 

a copy of the Director ' s/ photo • 

A letter is Attached, 

Respectfully j 


Mr. Tolsen. 

Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd. 

Mr. Coffey ... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin ... 

Mr. Growl.... 

Mr. Harbo ... 

Mr. Lester ... 

Mr. Hendon . 

Mr. Nichols . 

Mr. Rosen ... 
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Dear Nick: 


♦ ♦ 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring. Florida 

October 21-39 


It occurs to me that the police brutality 
story would, be strengthened if I had something about 
the hundred and one forms of graft, peonage (legal) 
and other rackets which jails, workhouses and sheriffs 
levy on prisoners. Excessive charges for this and that, 
the working out of fines, etc. 

No doubt you have some other instances of peopage 

than the - one you sent me concerning J.C; Cherry • at 

St. Francis County, Ark . This, incidentally would- 
seem, from the report, to have merited investigation by 
the FBI. Was a case ever made on it? 
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DIRECTOR 
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November 4 } 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


/ 



Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg . _ 

Mr. L^idd_. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan ' 

Mr. Glavin J 

Mr. Crowl.. 

Mr. Karbo _■ 

Mr. I eater . 

Mr. F?ri 

Mr. Nichols, 
r It. Rc‘- *n _ 

Mr. ... 

‘ **. v. ’ **.5 i’cuaj 


i 


For record purposes y I am attaching hereto ^ 
a wire from Sumner^Blossom addressed to Courtney Rylje fi"-- - >«-r 
O Co op er advising that the espionage article would appeg 7* t - 
in the January issue to be published December 15th. 


1 & 

tv 


j 


CL 


The letter from Cooper s attached 3 requires 


no answer . 


Respectfully , 


L. B. NICHOLS 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring. Florida 


Dear Nick: 

Here's Bhs the dope on that matter you 
asked me about. 


Samezever ” 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NOV 13 19c 

u. s. dep^AIit of justice 








Cl - ass of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable- 
gram unless its de- 
ferred character is in- 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre- 
ceding the address. 


^BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

WESTER! 

UNION 


NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OFTHE BOARD 


J. C. WILLEVEH 
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 


DL = Day Letter 
NL = Night Letter 


LC = Deferred Cable 
NLT® Cable Night Letter 


Ship Radiogram 


The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

r ■ ■ ~ 1939 OCT 3! AM 1 1 22 

MPT31 21 S£R=NEWYORK NY 31 1106A 

COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER- 


^ESPIONAGE JUST UNDER THE WIRE INTO JANUARY ISSUE PUBLISHED 
DECEMBER FIFTEENTH, WE WOULDNT LIKE OTHER PUBLICATION PRIOR 
TO JANUARY FIRST* REGARDS* 

SUMNER BLOSSOMv 

- 2o~S£ /X. 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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November 3 , 1939' 
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Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper- 
433' North Lake view Drive 
Sebring, Florida 




Dear Ryley: ’ ' ■ 

Nick has ref erred to me your letter of • 
October 26, 1939 transmitting the , item which Mr. Winburn 
R.- Pierse, Jr. of Anderson, Iridiana. had forwarded to you. 
The story, to say the least, is quite amazing and I was 
glad to have it. 

With reference to the Japanese kidnaping, 
case, as Nick informed you over the telephone, it was my 
idea that you could use the case 'as an illustration in 
connection with the article oh third-degre tactics, al- 
though at the present time .the • case has not been com- 
pleted. As soon as the .case has .come to tria}., however, 

I will of course let you know. 

■I am returning Mr. Pierse’s story to you 
since I thought you might like ' to keep it for your files. 

With best .wishes, •• v . 

Sincerely, ' 






. SfRltrlNAL i'XUilD' IN • 




' COURTNEY' .RYLEY .COOPER. 
Se bring, .Florida ' 





October 26-39' 


Dear Nick: 


.V-v :'v. ’ * v ‘' : ; ■ Thanks '^6 much for se 
napping case which certainly is .an i 


.• me; the Japanese • kid- 


' Koin course it ’will fit iih^rie, iR e' only -draw-' 

;back being the danger of. .libel; inasmuch, as, from this IC ' • 
the men. have only been- indicted .with no 'trial: results. , >: . lr 

- ... . , ' ' ^ , l3e glad- ±T Mr; Hoover could give ' ; . . 

me a. though on this matter — that is, 'how. far’ I nan go in- " 

S aS ^t y#beeriirought ; 

- ^ course,. I- can look. after the libei’ end— I 

Sit - he Sureau’s attitude in. the case since, there "? 

thing" - y .^ en any convictions. ",It -certainl/ is a-'weird' • . 


wM L ■ -- •' Her ® wlth i I .also am Lending, yoii some material 
TrSS Z s ent "‘ me by °ne Winburn R^Piers e Jr. of Anderson, 
Indiana, who. represents '-hims elf As i former newspaper man. 

. ! T . Certainly, if investigation should show 

these . reports to ,be ; true-, especially the accusation, that ' 

16 perpent of the entire police force is. composed of ex- "■■■ ' 
conyict?, it; is worthy of .•being'lncluded in Mr. Hoover'-s ' • 

collection on corruption.. \ - *-* v ,x. . 
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October ' 30* 1330 






±3. 



30 " 


*>•*• Courtney fig ley Cooper 
■ CCD.aohth Lciioviow Drive. ■ 
tCcbring* PloPiCa- . . 


5s$- 
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Dear Dyloys 


In accordtnoo with- your wire J 
&n 'attaching hereto the Identification Order 
which ttao iooued on Den Janin jaoco Mclseon s 
which Dill supply you Doth hie phyctcal de- 
scription end fingerprint claccificatioh* 
Libauioe* I eo .enclosing another Canted 
ijcoice that voo i coved on Mcfcpon* 

■ . v , . Uith 'boot otohoo and hind regarde* 

; +H nceroly yourcg . 
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. G«AO OF IfOTSTOATlOH, 
. i>. &EPABTUEBT OF JUSTICE 


OCT 3 0 1939 


WH3 30 DL 

SEBRING FLO OCT 30 1939 807A 
EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR FBI US DEPT JUSTICE WASHDC 
DEAR EDGAR: WILL YOU PLEASE ASK NICK TO AIR MAIL 
ME PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AND FINGERPRINT. 
CLASSIFICATION OF BENJAMIN JAMES^ICKSON SUBJECT OF 


IC SEVEN TWO FIVE SIX ONE. BEST REGARDS .. C r\ 


Coqri'n^ RYLEY . (L>oo 

909A 



■^SCOEDED & INDEXER 




rEDFR-L I' ".- r 

O CT 3 "■ 

U. 8. D. :'*r 


-// 


or 
/ 

K 


Q 

M 

o 

o 


o 

o 

a 


.Jfr 








r 


JOHN. EDGAR HOOVER 

•/ i 

DIRECTOR 
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liberal bureau of Inuratlgation 
llmtett States department of Snsttce 
ffl3asf|f ngton, 53. <JL 
November 9, 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENDON 


Mr. Tola on 

Mr. Nathan - 

I Mr. E. A. Toxnsn- 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

I Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Crovrl 

Mr. Harbo - 

Mr. Lestsnr 

| Mr. Headoa 

Mr. Nicholb 


The attached narrative entitled ^fcrime Camp,” has been 1 
carefully reviewed and checked, and the following suggestions are 
made: 1 

The .first paragraph of page one is devoted to the | 

.information wMiph appeared on the Identification Order issued on 
Benjamin Jamep^Dickson, however, in the last line of the paragraph 
the s entenceH^Keep Close Watch On Tourist Camps," did not appear 


Mr. Lj 

Mr. Seciro 

Mr. Qnini 'tfcraT'. 

Mr. T vecy 

Miss G —^'s 


V Ar ii- 

^ fir on the 1.0. 



In the last paragraph of page two it is indicated that 
Benjamin Dickson was 25 years of age, when in 1937, he received a 
commutation of sentence from a prison term in Jefferson City, ; 

Missouri. Benjamin Dickson was born on December 30, 1912, thus it 
appears that he had just passed his 24th birthday. 

On page 3> lines 11 and 12, it is indicated that while 
Benjamin Dickson and Stella Mae were on the Pacific Coast they 
spent most of their time in tourist camps. The Bureau files do not 
corroborate this statement. 

In lines 16, 17 and 18 on page 3 it was related that 
an eight-year-old girl was raped in a tourist camp. From the information 
set forth in the story it was impossible to establish the authenticity 
of this statement, however, the author has advised that although 
this is not a part of the Bureau record, it is a matter of record 
obtained by him through contacts with police departments and court 
records. 

In the first sentence on page 4 the statement is made 
that the first robbery committed by Benjamin Dickson and his wife 
occurred within two weeks of the marriage at Elkton, South Dakota, 
where they celebrated Stella Mae 5 s sixteenth birthday by holding 15) 

^ the bank. These individuals were married on August 3, 1938, and this 

robbery took place on August. 25th which was approximatel y three weeks I 
after , their marriage. They robbed the bank on the_day^ef ore~Stella"”==™ ^ 
Mae’s sixteenth birthday, and not on her birthday. ^ ^ A a __ 

O RECORDED INDEXEB S’ / /'* 

■' 0 n P a ge 4, paragraph 2, lines 9, 10 and 11,,^, ig, jr'J/Q 7 

'that the employees and customers of the bank in Brookings', South ( / 

V Dakota, were .iield captive for two hours until the vault opened at ' . / 

' "ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED i /' / 

W, ^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




nLrxuix 10 uuwl noon ilu 

K J DATE ^-W BY 9mm 


* '*W 
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10:30. The Bureau files do not substantiate this statement, and 
the records reflect that the customers were allowed to enter and 
leave the bank, were not held captive, and were not molested in any 
way. It appears that they did not know that a robbery was in progress. 



In the next to the last sentence in the first paragraph on 
page 4 it is indicated that the loot obtained in this robbery was 
"more than fifty thousand dollars." It would be more accurate to 
state that it was almost $50,000. 



In the last sentence in paragraph 1 on page 4 it is 
stated that after two months they decided to return to Topeka, Kansas. 
The records of the Bureau reflect that the robbery occurred on 
October 31, 1938 and they returned to Topeka on November 21, 1938, 
which was a little less than a month. 


On page 6, lines 5 and 6, it is indicated that Stella Mae 
is) Dickson was captured the day after Bennie was killed in St. Louis. 

?) * > Dickson was killed on April 6, 1939, and Stella was taken into custody 
on the morning of April 8, 1939, two days later. 




On page 7, paragraph 1 it is related that two elderly 
women made a tour of New England and stayed at tourist camps etc. 
It is not possible to establish the authenticity of this statement 
due to the lack of information given. 

** On page 9, last line the statement is made that Norris 

had served three prison terms. The criminal record reflects that 
he had at that time served only two prison terms, although he had 
been arrested more than twice. . 




A 



On page 11, paragraph 1, the activities of Lester Brockelhurst 
were set forth, and the statement is made that he frequently stopped 
at tourist camps. Following his capture he bragged that he had been 
able to elude officers for many months by staying at tourist camps . 

This statement could not be substantiated by the Bureau's files, but 
it is noted that the author has advised that the Brockelhurst case 
was a matter of record and that the facts had been gathered by him 
from contacts with police departments or from court records. 



&-~-f On page 14, line 4, "Sparger," is incorrectly spelled. It 

^'/(should be "Spargur." In the last paragraph on page 14, it is related 
that two girls hitch-hiked their way about the country in trucks 
and murdered a farmer for $100.00. The scarcity of information makes 
it impossible to verify this statement in the Bureau's files. 
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On page 15 , sentences 2 and 3, it is related that Velma 
West, who had escaped from Marysville State Reformatory in Ohio, 
boasted that it had been easy for her to get about the country and 
to live and she had been carried from state to state by truck drivers, 
living at tourist camps. The records, of the Bureau are not complete 
regarding the activities of Velma West, and this statement could not 
be substantiated. 


On page 17, paragraph 1,- there is set forth the result of a 
^survey made by a southern college tin regard to individuals who frequented 
uF* tourist camps, which camps were declared assignation camps. From 
^^-fche information set 'forth it was not possible to corroborate this 
statement. 




In. the last sentence on page 19 and continuing on page 
20, there is related the case of a woman who managed to get her victim 
sufficiently drunk that she was able to rob him of a diamond ring. 

She then beat him so terribly that he later died. The Bureau files 
do not substantiate this information. 


On page 20 in paragraphs 1 and 2, the latter continuing on 
page 21, there are set forth statements regarding divorce detectives, 
, divorce attorneys, badger workers, and marijuana sellers. Mention 
J is made of a big dope raid by the Federal Narcotics Bureau. The 
''p Bureau files did not substantiate this statement, however, the, author 
^ has advised that this information is a matter of record as obtained 

by him from other sources. 


On page 21, the first paragraph, sentence 4 , the author 
sets forth a suggestion that in order to clean up the tourist camps 
that some hotel organization should establish a chain of suburban 
retreats, which would act as tourist camps. The question arises 
here as to the advisability of making this statement which necessarily 
condemns all present managers of tourist camps and suggests that 
one parti cular group of hotels take them over* 


On page 22, first paragraph, third sentence, the statement 
is made that in one state an effort was made to regulate tourist 
camps,, and a law was passed providing that no one could be licensed 
to operate a camp who had ever been convicted of a crime involving 
moral turpitude. The question arises here as to whether or not 
this is not a fairly definite statement which will enable anyone 
to easily ascertain the state and county which has passed this law. 

The author of this story has very excellently treated his 
subject and it is the opinion of the writer that in view of the fact 
that the article will be published over the Director’s name that 
possibly it goes too far in its indictment of certain law enforcement 
officials, and especially as on page 7 where reference is made to 
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the "itching hand of a county sheriff or judge." This statement 
might be construed by all county sheriffs and judges as possibly 
an indictment against them. Also on page 8 in the first paragraph 
county officers are referred to as "slimy county officer." 

Respectfully, 

F. C. Holloman 



r 


COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 
Sebring, Florida 


November 4-39 

Dear Nick: 

Here is the tourist camp article, 
which I think shaped up into a rather powerful 
indictment, at the same time, giving the honest 
guys a break and attempting to show them a way out. 

You will note that there are several instance® 
cited, such as a rape in California, the Brokkelhurst 
case, the actions of divorce attorneys, etc, that 
are not a part of the Bureau record. All this stuff, 
however, is matter of record, either gathered by me 

s in various 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 


'• For purposes of record } there is attached hereto 

a copy of the final draft of the article entitled 4-" Crime 

O ‘T 

Camp" for the A meri^ccin Magazin e , 

Kindly note the attached memorandum addressed 

to me on November 15 by Mr, Mulcahy approving this 

article. 




Clyde Tolson 



A 
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• SPEcui. Executive Assistant 
TO^tuE Attorney General 

' 7 '" 


department of STw^tice 

OTatffctngton 

November 15 > 1939 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CLYDE B. TOLSON 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


a 

Thanks for the opportunity to read this. 
It looks 0. K. to me. 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 




^federal bureau of Snuestfgatfon 
States Deportment of Bustle? 
JHasfjimjtmt, D. <&L 



Mr. Tracy 
MISS Candy 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 



| 

As you instructed, this afternoon the writer met the 
following members of the "ICE FOLLIES" upon their arriv- 
al - at the Bureau: 

S 

Miss NAOME WOLD, Annapolis Hotel, Washington, 'D.C. 
Miss MARJORIE LANG, same 

Miss PEGGY AMLONEY, same 

Miss MARIE NELSON, same 







They were accompanied by Mr. BEN MORGAN, publicity 
man for the Follies, Riverside Stadium, ’Washington, D.C. 

Prior to the taking of a photograph, the writer es- 
corted the group and COURTNEY RILEY^*COOPER on a short 
tour which included theTS'rector ’ s'limer office and the 
Exhibit Rooms. Limited time prevented a more extended 
tour of the Bureau. 


A photograph of one of the girl's being fingerprinted 
by Mr. NOON was taken in the Exhibit Room. 

They all appeared enthusiastic about the Bureau, but 
expressed their regrets in not being able to meet you or 
the Director. 




# 
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ey Cooper 
433 North Lake vi ew BrfffiT™ 
Sebring , Florida 


, Near Ryleyt 

JV eea grateful to you for 
your helpfulness to ue here lost ieh. 

Ntth kindest regards s 

Sincerely , 

• . Jo gdgar Hoover • • 


'X v . 


. To loon 

, Nathan 


. I. A. Timm 
. C I •!« 


Co May 
Egan 


O laying 
. .Crow I _ 
. Norbo 
. Lostor 


. Hendon * 

. NlctioU 
. Rooon . 
. flun 


r. Quinn Tamm 
r. Tracy 
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" December 1, * 1939 






Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
•433 North Lake view Drive 
Sebring, Florida 


Dear Ryley: > • 

Mr., B^avMor gan was kind enough 
to send to the Bureau "copies of photo- 
graphs which were taken recently in the 
Exhibit Ropm* showing two members of the J 
Ice Follies ' being -fingerprinted while 
you were witnessing the procedure. 

• . ,• < ... • _ . • ' \ 

. , I am enclosing one of the photo- 
graphs which I thought you might like • 
to have for. -your scrapbook.^. . l-j. ci 

,v7. 

. ;With best wishes, 1 . ' 


Sincerely, 





•-I 

t. M- 

V ^ 

'ilHj 
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' Mr.' J . Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. . 



Mr. Toleon ...... 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm.'.... 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr.' Coffey 

Mr, Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Rosen J 

Mr. Quinn Tamm — 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy ~ 

I Miss Gandy.. z.. 




US 



Dear Edgar: 



I think there will be no 
difficulty about your getting the illustra- 
tion. . Technically, the title and all 
illustrations remain with the artist.. 
However, I am going to see MrJiTalburt in 
Washington on Saturday when iigo^ctcwn for 
the Gridiron dinner and I’ll ask him to 
waive these rights, and you should have 
the drawing some time early next week. 



My best to you. 
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Mr, Sumner iffylass dm , 

Sd it or j /- rcri.cn n — Mag 
250 Park Avenue 

Dew York# Jew Tori:, ALL INFORM 

' l>* I? 5‘,‘T 1 


Dear Biases 




'slJtLWv 


\¥ I thought the set-up of the article 

M 1 Stamping out the Spies was particularly good. 

As you know , 1 have collected originals 
drawings for several years which pertain to the 
activities of the FBI and 1 would like very much 
to be able to secure the original of the drawing 
which appears on page 21 of the January issue of 
the American in connection with the spy article , 
I thought perhaps you could assist, me in this 
matter . • ' • ; ' \ 


Utth kindest regards t 

Sincerely 


Mr : To Ison 
Mr. Nathan 


Mr. I. A. Tamm 
a*. Class _____ 
Mt. Ladd . 


Mr. Coflay 



far. qufrni Tamm 


Mr. frmcy 


^ 0 







.Wloa Candy 


A =» Edgar Hoove? 



COMiViUNICAliO^: SECTION :| 
M A I LED " ‘ I 

* dec 5 1939 %■ 

P.M. 

federal. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, | 
U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




liE< X>RDEB 

' , • <fc * ’ > 

Wp^XED 


7 V fjl d - s 




tR£i&> I N\' LEGATION 

0 •j 3r 




rfjyVf 





FCHsJC 


December 18, 1939 



Sir, Courtney Ry ley Cooper 
433 North Lake view Drive 
Sebring, Florida 


Dear Ryleyi 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter 
received from Or. Salvador Nelson, Executive Secretary 
of the United States Patriotic Society, 512 Fifth Avenue,, 
New York, New York, expressing a desire to distribute 
copies of the article concerning espionage and sabotage 
which appeared in the Jenuary 1940 i ^ue^of— ther-Amerlcon 
Uagasine, to the members of his Society* 

( There is also being enclosed a copy of my 

reply to Ur. Nelson. • 


With best wishes and kind, regards. 




FCH: JC 


December 18, 1939 


Hr. 3umne.r Blossom 
Editor, American Magesine 
250 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 

£iXX>KDED £j 3 
Dear Blosst 

I a® enclosing herewith a copy of the 
letter received from Mr. Salvador Nelson, Executive 
Secretary of the United Ptates patriotic Society, 

512 Fifth Avenue, New York City, in which he expressed 
a desire to distribute copies of the orticle concerning 
espionage and sabotage which appeared in the January 1940 
issue of the American Magasine, 

Mr. Nelson has been advised that his request 
is being referred to you for any action which you 
deem advisable* 

with best wishes and kind regards, 

Cordially, 









\ 
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December 18, 1939 


Mr* Salvador Nelson 
Executive Secretary 
United States Patriotic Society 
512 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

anuoaom ^ Lj .~ 3 - 

Dear Mr, lielsont 


/ 


I have your letter of December 12, 1939, 
in which you go kindly referred, in a commendatory manner, 
to the article concerning espionage and sabotage v&ich 
appeared in the January 1940 issue of the American Uagaaine* 

In reference to your desire to distribute copies 
of this article in a condensed form to the members of your 
Society, I wish to advise that your request is. being 
referred to Mr. Sumner Blossom, Editor of the American 
Magazine. . 

Pith best wishes and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 




T.l r. Xvrl’ir*.> 

T6r. 13 . A. Vr - -l.---- 

Mr. Clo&v -*■ 

|i Mr.' Ladd. v -- 

PL*. Coffey 

fly. Egne. — 

|i-r. GlavL. . _ 
r*AT. CfOtyl ----- I 

Mr.Karbo j 

Mr. Lester ip 

h . . ‘ * n 

pMr. Keffdou j 

f Mr. ----- | 

Mr. Rosen .... ■■■-/-- ' 

Mr. Sears 

Mr. QuiHi Tamm — 

Mr. Tracy 1 --*- 

Miss Gandy --- 
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Hr.. ^Theodore Adams' Yy 
Editor# Interesting People 
The American Magazine 
350 Park Avenue , 

Mew Fork City - ’ Y . Y 


Pear Mr * Adams s. 



V 




In Hr* Hoover's absence from l7 a shington# I wish 
to ackno wle dge receipt of your letter dated December 15# . 
'1939* . ' r • - Y : ■' Y' ' 


V 1 ' 

Y 4 '• 


oldon 


osa^ 


Uith reference to your inquiry regarding police 
training schools# 1 wish to advise that since the inauguration 
. of the FBI national Police Academy in the summer of 1935# 
h. the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been very active =' 
;in the inauguration and operation of various police training 
schools operated by graduates of the national Police Academy. 

•, The Police Academy was inaugurated after Hr. 

JV Edgar Hoover # the Director of. the Federal Bureau of 
. Investigation # had made a long study of the training needs' 
for law enforcement off icers and he had in mind at the time 
the Academy was inaugurated the training of select repre- t, j . 
sentatives from various law enforcement' agencies# who iff 're- 
turn return to their home towns, and make available to tticifl 
brother off icers the instruction and training which th&y.^J<£ 

received in Washington. ■ . ’• ' "g? 

• • ■/ . • • •• : .. •••••. •••• : Y > ”• : •«& ZQ-f ^ 

: "Mri Hoover personally outlined the course ofg 

in struction tofbe followed by the: Motional Police AcadCemy'f! 
and has counseled the 406 graduates of the. Academy in. -It he ‘4 
training needs, of their various communities. ° 


f?- 

C**} 


*n t . 


• It has always been the Director's view that while 

the crime, problem has ceased to be local# the first; res* Y 
ponsibiltty in meeting the crime problem- falls Upon the. 

~ Wiouldars of local law = enforcement Off icers and *that the 
~bes t P^ssible^B-ear^^^^urbing the' rapid growth of the Y 
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a 




Hr. A dans - • v . '-'.2 December 36, i 1939 


menace of crime is to strengthen law enforcement ih- each ■ 
locality as much: as possible. and bulwark its efforts with 
an. organisation such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
operating on a nation-wide basis > In other words, Mr. 

Hoover is unalterably opposed to a national police force 
as such and as an alternative, it is his- view that law 
enf orcement in each locality must progress to the point . • 

where, it can take care of situations local in character 
-. which unless checked are likely to have nation-wide 
ramifications. . 

1 The entire complexion of law enforcement has / . - 

changed materially during the past few years due largely 
to the increased training of law enforcement officers. Never 
before in our national history have so many scientific aids 
been made available and utilised as in the past few years. 

To illustrate the effectiveness of just one phase 
of police training, I could merely point to the fact that ■ ' 
fewer police officers were killed in the. line of duty last 
year than in previous years* This, is due to specialised 
instruction on the mechanics of arrests and searches. In 
this connection , Mr. Hoover had a training film made in\ • 

. the Federal Bureau of Investigation to depict common mistakes 
. in effecting arrests and the proper techniques. This film 
has been widely shown in police departments and in police 
training schools and as a result, police officers today 
fzre more cautious and their efforts are more effectively ... 
directed toward their tasks. ; ' . : i 

• The enclosed booklet dealing with the training - 
activities of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
FBI National Police Academy discusses, in considerable detail 
the scope of the training activities of the Bureau under the 
direction of Hr. Hoover. 

Uith reference- to your inquiry regarding the place 
• of women in the Bureau, I wish to advise that they are 
• engaged solely in secretarial , stenographic and clerical > 




Mr* Adana ' ' • • •' .... - 3 - . . December £&, 1939 


duties • As such, however, they play a most important role 
in the activities of the Bureau * ; file do not have any women \ 
'.members 'of our staff who travel aroUhd the country* f. 

. > ■ - ■ /. Sincerely yours, 

V : V .f} ■ . For the Director : i ■ . 


' . . Harold lldthan ■ ’ 

Assistant Director 

Enclosures , •. : f"' 
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^American Magazine 

"the CBbWELL- COLUER^UBUSHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 



Editorial Rooms 


December 15, 1939 ( ' 


Director of Public Relations 
National Police Academy 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



We have recently heard that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation is sponsoring a training school for small- 
town police, and I am wondering if by any chance there is 
one individual whose responsibility is to go from one small 
town to another directing these activities. Would you let 
' me know whether there is such a person? 

Also, we are interested in finding out whether there 
is at the National Police Academy one person who might be 
considered a peer among teachers of defective work - a 
man who might be described as a professor of clues. Of course 
it would make an even better story if there were, by any chance, 
a woman in this capacity. 

Will, you let me know whether you have on your staff 
any woman whose work would be considered extremely unusual 
considering her sex? There must be some woman of prominence in 
the country connected with police work who might make an 
interesting story for our magazine. I would appreciate hearing 
from you about these possibilities. 
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JOHNyEDGAR HOOVER 

•* 

DIRECTOR 

IFebcral bureau of Inucstigattmt 
United states department of duatice 
CAH: JC JUasbmgtmt, H. <E. 



January 4> 1940 
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Attached arer certain data compiled from various 
sources of information within the Bureau showing in some 
degree the extent of^pambling throughout the country, and in 
certain areas such as ChfCago and the State of New York. 

Numerous possible sources of information other 1 than 
those mentioned were examined but no data of .value developed. 
It may be stated that very little information was available 
concerning the extent of gambling and those figures which were 
given were at best general estimates, and frequently the 
bases for these estimates were hot given. 
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. January 22# 1940 


Mr . o A* <?* Hanson 
.Traveler f Q Motor Court 
Santa Barbara # California 


Bear Mr* Hansons 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



I appreciate very a mh indeed your courtesy in forwarding 
me copies of your letters addressed to the Miter of American 
Magazine and Mr* G* //» Claris# President of the (Bitted Motor 
Courts# with reference to the article which X recently prepared 
for the American Magazine* 


I an sure that a careful reading of my article will eery 
clearly point out that there are reputable tourist ©amps 
operated in an efficient and decent manner by business men 
of recognised integrity* 


For instance, in the course of the article 1 stated 
"Of course, there are hundreds of tourist -camps run by honest# 
alert# civic-minded persona who have made heavy investments 
in this nete business* To theca# the Federal Bureau of Invest! ga 
tion estends its gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation £ra 
the capture of badly wanted fugitives*™ I would also' like to 
point out that I dated 13 Lew enforcement# working in conjunction 
with the owners of honest establishments# has' a definite reopens 
bility to outlaw the renegade tourist camp* 37 

Mr, ToUort _ 


Ifir. Nattttm 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clogs 
Mr. Ladd _____ 
Mr. Coffey _____ 
Mr. Sffati » 

Mr. Cluvln _____ 
Mr. Crow I _ 
Mr. Hartio 

Mr. Loatcr 

Mr. Hendon 


I ea of the positive opinion that nothing is of greater 

-benefit to the legitimate# high-minded# efficient members of 
—any organization than to eliminate from these organisations or 
^jmnations the unworthy or criminally inclined tndfvtdualQ who 
aiming discredit upon decent# law-abiding ettt sens— not only 
dis credit# but financial loss* Certainly I believe that to 
cal l attention to conditions which arc not only ur.deoirmblo# 
but detrimental to morals and law and order in general# ' fa 
ra ider ing a service to those engaged in d^gitismte industry 
and constitutes a duty that I ewe# as a law enforcement 
QsecutivQ 9 'to the country at large# as well as to those engaged - 
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All o rgan tsatt ona^l&w enfor&emnt, industrial, ■ 
commercial, agrtoMtuml^have in their rank >b persons vih® ■ 
bring discredit upon worthy callings* I cm thinb of m 
i greater benefit to those interested in the real o meets of 

; these callings then to' as clearly and accurately ae possible 

| depict the send t time which are obviously undesirable and 

\ detrimental*- This I have endeavored to do in the article in 

8 . the American ibgaeine* 

.■ Sincerely yours, 

■! ‘ 

efr, Sdgsy Hooves’ 

John Edgar Ucci ter 

* M rector 


tlr. Tolcoa 
Or. Wothan . 

£!r. 2* h. Tocasw „ 
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Clp. Lofid ______ 

cl?. < Coffey ______ 

£2*. Ecod , 

Idr. Olwln _ 

Mr. Oi«wl _ 

G3r. HaK>o 

Nr. Looter _____ 
Kir. Hendon _ 
mr. Ktafcota __ 
Mr. Rosen _ __ _ 
Mr, Scare _____ 
or. Qulcn Tacusi 
CJ r. Tracy _ 
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INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS— HILLANDALE DELUXE COTTAGES. 4402 

Madison Avc. So. city limits on U. S. 31. ^ 

KENTUCKY 

BARDSTOWN— WILSON’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 31E-150. 

5 biks. No. public square on Main St. jn city limits. 

BOWLING GREEN— LOG CABIN CAMP. U. S. 31-W. 3 Mi. ! 
South at Lost River. „ 

ELIZABETHTOWN— BURNETT’S HOTEL AND MODERN 
TOURIST COURT. At No. city limits U. S. 31-W. 

GLASGOW— DUTCH MILL VILLAGE. U. S. 31E. 30 Mi. East 
of Bowling Green, 85 Mi. No. of Nashville. 

HORSE -CAVE— WIGWAM VILLAGE No. 1. U. S. 31E, 68. 

3 Mi. E. of Horse Cave, 18 Mi. E. of Mammoth Cave, 14 
Mi. No. of Glasgow. 

LEXINGTON— LAKEVIEW COTTAGES. 12 Mi. So. at No. 

City limits of Nicholasville on U. S. 27. 

LEXINGTON— MAPLE REST COTTAGES. U. S. 25. Two Mi. 

South of city limits. 

STRUNK— SHELL GROVE CAMP. U. S. 27 on Kentucky-. 
Tennessee border. 

LOUISIANA 

BATON ROUGE— BAILEY’S TOURIST INN. 2 Mi. East of 
city on Hwy’s 190 and 61. 

FRANKLIN— FRANKLIN TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 90, 

West side in city. 

LAFAYETTE— AZALEA COURT. U. S. 90. 841 St. John St. 

NEW ORLEANS— ARROW TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90, East 
city limits. 

NEW ORLEANS— DIXIE TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90. .West 
on So. Claiborne Ave., near Huey P. Long bridge. 

NEW ORLEANS— HOLLYWOOD TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

90. 5/2 Mi- East from center of city. 

NEW ORLEANS— SHADY REST TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

90. 5 Mi. East of business section. . 

NEW ORLEANS— TROPICAL TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90. 

4|/2 Mi. East of center of city. 

SHREVEPORT— RIVERSIDE TOURIST LODGES. l«/ 2 blks. 
from Hwy 71. Five . blks. from Hwy 80 just across river 
bridges from down town. 

MISSISSIPPI 

COMO— COMO COURT. U. S. 51. 40 Mi. So. of Memphis. 
GULFPORT— COLONIAL TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 90. 

’5 Mi. East on beach. 

GULFPORT— MOODY’S TOURIST COTTAGES. On beach in 
city limits. 8 blks. West of P. 0. on U. S. 90. 

GULFPORT— PARADISE POINT. U. S. 90, three Mi. East. 
HATTIESBURG— FORREST TOURIST COURT. 1 Mi. No. on 
Main St., Hwy 49. 

LONG BEACH— JOHNSTON’S COTTAGES. [/ 2 blk. No. U. S. 

90. Turn No. at Standard Station. Entrance first St. on left. 
MERIDIAN— GRAHAM!S TOURIST. COURT.. U. S. 80, two 
Mi. West. 

MERIDIAN— IRVIN MOTOR COURT. U. S. 80 and 11, one- 
half Mi: East. * 

PASCAGOULA— PASCAGOULA MOTOR COURT. U. S. 90, 

|/2 Mi. E. business section across from Fair Grounds. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

ASHEVILLE— FOSTER’S LOG CABIN 'COURT. ‘U. S. 19-23- 
25-70. Five Mi. North. 

HENDERSONVILLE— TOWLES’ TOURIST COURT. U. S. 25. 
I /2 Mi. So., 38 Mi. No. of Greenville, S. C. 

WINSTON-SALEM— WINSTON-SALEM TOURIST VILLAGE. 
Routes 158, 421. One Mi. E. of P. 0. on Greensboro Hwy. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

BENNETTSVILLE— PAT’S COTTAGE COURT. 5 Mi. So. on 
U. S. Hwy 15. 

SUMTER— POCALLA SPRINGS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 15. 
Three Mi. South. 

WALTERBORO— LADY LAFAYETTE TOURIST COTTAGES. 
, On U. S. 15A in the city. 

YEMASSEE— LANE’S TOURIST COURT. v U. S., 17. 54 Mi. 
No. of Savannah, 102 Mi. So. of Sumter. 

TENNESSEE 

CHATTANOOGA— CHEROKEE COTTAGES. No. side on U. S. 
27 at city limits. 

CHATTANOOGA— GLENDALE TOURIST COURT. 2 Mi. No. 

on Tennessee Hwy 27, foot of Signal Mountain. 
CHATTANOOGA— INTERSTATE LODGE. Route 4, U. S. 41, 
64, 72. 2 1/2 Mi. West Lookout Mountain. 

CHATTANOOGA— WIGWAM COTTAGES. U. S. 11-64. l/ 2 
Mi. East of city limits. 

JACKSON— THE GEORGE-ANNA COTTAGES. U. S. 70 at 
West city limits. 

KNOXVILLE— TREEMONT TOURIST COURT. One-half Mi. 
No. on U. S. 25W. 

MEMPHIS— J. C. HARBIN’S TOURIST COURT. So. on U. S. 

51, four Mi. from city limits. . 

WEST MEMPHIS— (See Arkansas) 

NASHVILLE— BLUE RIBBON INN. U. S. 3iw, 41E. Three 
Mi. North. 

NASHVILLE— RAINBOW INN. U. S. 31W and 41E. One- 
half Mi. No. of city. 

PULASKI— LOG CABIN COURT. U. S. 31, North city limits. 
PULASKI— WINDSOR VILLAGE. On crossroads of U. S. 31, 
64. 

SELMER— THE IRON BELL TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 
64. Two Mi. East. 

TEXAS 

' HOUSTON— BLUEBONNET COURTS. On U. S. 75 (Galves- 
ton Rd.) near U. S. 90 cut off around Houston. 

VIRGINIA 

ALEXANDRIA— AINSWORTH DOWNS TOURIST COURT. 
U. S. 1. 14 Mi. So. Washington, D. C. 37 Mi. No. 

Fredericksburg. 

CHESTER— MOORE’S BRICK COTTAGES. U. S. 1. 12 Mi. 

So. of Richmond. 9* Mi. No. of Petersburg. 
.FREDERICKSBURG— BROWN’S AUTO COURT. U. S. 1, 
2/ z Mi. North. 50"ML So. Washington" D. C. 


FREE. Handsomely illustrated Guide to United Motor Courts, 
Eastern Division, may be obtained from any member listed 
above, or from Leo Moody, Secretary, Gulfport, Miss. 



COURTESY LIST U. M. C. EASTERN DIVISION 


ALABAMA 

CLANTON— ELLIS TOURIST COURT; U.' S. 31, two blks. 
North of business center. 

MOBILE— OLD SPANISH FORT TOURIST VILLAGE. 15 Mi. 

East of Mobile at intersection of U. S. 90 & 31. 

MOBILE— OLSSON’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90. One Mi. 
West of city limits. 

MONTGOMERY— GREEN’S TOURIST & TRAILER COURT. 

U. S. 31. One Mi. North of city limits. 

TUSCALOOSA— MOON-WINX TOURIST COURT. U. S. 11. 

Three Mi. East University of Alabama. 

YORK— TOURESTA COURT. U. S. 11 &.80 at city limits. 

ARKANSAS 

WEST MEMPHIS— 20th CENTURY TOURIST COTTAGES. 

5 Mi. West of Memphis on Hwy’s 70, 61, 64, 79. 

WEST MEMPHIS— WEST MEMPHIS TOURIST COURT. At 
Junction U. S. 61 & 70. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER— CLEARWATER BEACH COURT. Across free 
causeway, facing Clearwater Bay. 

COCOA— COCOA COTTAGES. U. S. 1. South of Titusville. 
5 Mi. North of Cocoa. 

DAYTONA BEACH— CABANA COLONY. On Ocean front 
across\free river bridges to South Atlantic Ave., or World 
Famous Beach and turn South. 

DAYTONA BEACH— DAYTONA TOURIST PARK. U. S. 1. 

One Mile North on Ridgewood Ave. 

DAYTONA BEACH— OCEAN COURT COTTAGES. 3 Mi.So. 

of Ocean pier on So. Atlantic Ave. 

FORT MYERS— WEAVER’S COTTAGES. 2 Mi. North on 
U. S. 41. 

GAINESVILLE— FLORIDA MOTOR COURT. V/ z Mi. South 
- on U. S. 441. 

HOLLYWOOD— BADGER MOTOR COURT. U. S. 1. l'/ 2 Mi. 

So. at Hallandale Beach Rd. 1 Mi. to ocean. 
JACKSONVILLE— GREEN ACRES MOTOR COURT. U. S. 1 
(Miami Rd.) at So. city limits, 2/ z Mi. So. of River. 
JACKSONVILLE— PHOENIX PARK MOTOR COURT. In City 
No. Side. Turn East from Main St. (U, S. 17) over 44th 
St. % Mi. 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH— TOM THUMB COTTAGES. On 
Ocean front, Road 78, 1 Mi. So. of business district. 
KISSIMMEE— CAMP KISSIMMEE AUTO COURT. U. S. 17, 
92, 192. No. side in city limits, 3 blks off Hwy. 

LAKE CITY— DUVAL AUTO COURT. U. S. 90 in city 
limits, Jax Hwy., 9 blks. East of traffic light. 

LAKELAND— LAKELAND COTTAGES. U. S. 92 at East city 
limits. 

LAKE WALES— CENTRAL FLORIDA TOURIST VILLAGE. 3 
blks. from business section in city limits. 

LAKE WALES— (Bok Tower) KENDALL COTTAGES. 2/ z 
blks. from Hwy 8 West turning at Fla. Public Service 
Tower. 4‘ blks from P. 0. 

LEESBURG— MARIETTA TOURIST COURT. 2 Mi. No on 
U. S. 441. 

MARIANNA— MALLOY’S COTTAGE CAMP. U. S. 90 (Old 
Spanish Trail) West edge city limits. 


MELBOURNE— MIDWAY TOURIST COLONY. 4 blks. South 
of center of town. 

MIAMI — CAMP ROYAL. U, S. 1, one Mi: No. city limits. 

East side Biscayune Blvd. at 109th St. 

MIAMI— LA MODERNE COTTAGES. 4350 S. W. 8th St., 
Tamiami Trail. 

MIAMI— PINE TERRACE COTTAGES. In city at 6860 N. E. 

2nd Ave., Old Dixie Hwy. 

NEW SMYRNA BEACH— REDLAND COURT. 3 Mi. No. on 
U. S. 1. Ten Mi. So. Daytona Beach. 

OCALA— RED GATE COLONY. Jet. 441 and 31. One Mi. 

No. of city. 

ORLANDO— POINSETTIA COURT. U. S. 441, 2'/ z Mi. No. 
of city limits. 

PENSACOLA— PENSACOLA MOTOR LODGES AND MOTEL. 

U. S. 90. 2/ z blks. West of city limits on Mobile Hwy. 
PENSACOLA— ROBINSON’S SCENIC TOURIST COURT. U.S. 

90, In East Pensacola. 400 ft. from Pensacola Bay. 

SILVER SPRINGS— SILVER SPRINGS COURT. 5.2 Mi. East 
of Ocala. State Rd. 19. 

ST. AUGUSTINE— PALMS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 1. 137 
San Marco Ave. 6 blks. No. of city gates and Old Fort 
Marion. 

St. AUGUSTINE— REES’ SEASHORE COTTAGES. On Ocean 
front at Vifano Beach, 2 Mi. No. of city on Rd. 78. 

ST. AUGUSTINE— ST. AUGUSTINE TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

1 and 90. Two Mi. No. of city limits. 

ST. PETERSBURG— ALL STATES COURT. 2 Mi. So. of 
Central Ave. on Florida 230. 

ST. PETERSBURG— THE DOLL HOUSES. 1325 4th .St. So. 

on Florida 230. In business district So. of P. 0. 

ST. PETERSBURG— TREASURE VILLAGE. In city on -4th ~ 
St. No. at 52nd Ave. 

TALLAHASSEE— CAPITAL CITY MOTOR COURT. U. S. 319. 

li/ 2 Mi. So. on U. S. 319 (Wakulla Road). 

TALLAHASSEE— TALLAHASSEE AUTO COURT. On U. S. 

90 & 27 inside city limits at 160 0-1800 No. Monroe St. 
TAMPA— COMFORT MOTOR COURT. U. S. 41. 10510 
Nebraska Ave. V/z Mi. No. of Tampa. 3 Mi. No. of Hwy 
17, 92. 

TAMPA— TAMPA AUTO HAVEN. U. S. 41 (Nebraska Ave.) 

3 Mi. No. of city limits: 

VERO BEACH— WEST’S MOTOR LODGE. U. S. 1. One Mi. 
South. 

GEORGIA 

ALBANY— MECCA COURT AND GRILL. U. S. 19. One Mi. 
South of city limits. 

ATLANTA— THE OAKS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 41 & 19. 

(1650 Stewart Ave., S. W.) South city limits. 

AUGUSTA— DIXIE COURT. 1 Mi. So. city limits on U. S. 

1 and 78. 

BAINBRIDGE— DIXIE PINES TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

' Hwy’s 27 and 84. One Mi. West. 

MACON— FLANAGAN’S COURT. U. S. 41 (2925 Houston 
Ave.). 

VALDOSTA— COOK’S COTTAGES. U. S. 41 at South city 
limits. 

VALDOSTA— PINES CAMP COTTAGE AND TRAILER 
COURT. No. side in city, Hwy 41. Ten blks. from Court 
House. 










COURTESY LIST U. M. C. CENTRAL DIVISION 


ARKANSAS 

HOT SPRINGS— OAKLAWN TOURIST COURT. Hwy 7. 

. TEXARKANA— BELL BROS. TOURIST COURT. On Hwy. 

COLORADO 

COLORADO SPRINGS— MT. VIEW COURT. 1703 So. Nevada 
Ave. Hwy 85. 

INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS— ORCHARD TERRACE. U. S. 40. 23 Mi. 
West of city. (P. 0. Clayton). 

IOWA 

DENNISON— STONE’S DELUXE TOURIST COURT. Hwy 30. 
No. side of town. 

DE WITT— CROSS ROAD COURT. One half block from town. 

LOUISIANA 

BATON ROUGE— BAILEY’S TOURIST INN. Hwys 61 & 190. 
Two Mi. East of city. 

MEXICO 

MEXICO CITY— SHIRLEY COURTS. Hwy 1 Calzado Manuel 
Vallolongin 151. 

MONTERREY— REGINA COURTS. Laredo-Mexico City Hwy. 
Pan-American Hwy. 

TAMAZUNCHALE— D-Z COURTS. Laredo-Mexico City Hwy. 
Pan-American Hwy. 

MISSOURI 

HANNIBAL— AHLERS COURT. Hwy 61. 

JOPLIN— KORONADO KOURT. Hwy 66 in. city limits. 
ROLLA— SHUMAN’S COURT. Hwys 66-63. In city limits. 
SPRINGFIELD— RAIL HAVEN. 

VALLEY PARK— TRAV-O-TEL COURT. Hwy 66. 

NEW MEXICO 

ALBUQUERQUE— KINGS REST. 1916 N. 4th St. 
DEMING—DEMING COURT. Hwy 80. 

OKLAHOMA 

CHANDLER— GIBSON’S COURT. Hwys 66 & 18. So. side 
city limits. 

OKLAHOMA CITY— MAJOR AUTO COURTS. 3400 Block N. 
W. 39th St. Hwy 66. 

TULSA — COOK’S COURT. Hwy 66. 4 Mi. from city limits. 
YUKON— LAKEVIEW COURTS. Hwy 66. 

TEXAS 

ABILINE— GRANDE LODGE. 2002 No. 1st St. Hwy 80. 
AMARRILLO— BUNGALOW COURT. Hwy 87. No. side in 
city limits. 

AMARRILLO— GRANDE COURTS. Hwys 66 & 60. 600 N. 
E. 8th St. East of city. 

AMARRILLO— PUEBLO COURT. Hwys 66 & 60. 

AUSTIN— RILEY’S TOURIST COURT. So. Congress St. 
AUSTIN— SAM HOUSTON MOTEL. 1005 So. Congress St. 


AUSTIN— SAN JOSE COURT. 1316 So. Congress St. 
BEAUMONT— BLUEBIRD COURT. Hwy 90. 4 Mi. West of 
town. 

BROWNSVILLE— ROSE MARY COURT. Hwy 83. 

DALLAS— GRANDE TOURIST LODGE. Hwy 80, Zangs Blvd. 
In heart of city. 

EL PASO— DEL CAMINO COURT. 4816 Alameda Ave. Hwy 
80. 

FT. STOCKTON— GATEWAY LODGE. Hwy 290. 

FT. WORTH— MAYO’S COURT. Hwys 80 & 1. 1917 E. 
Lancaster Ave. 

FT. WORTH— SHADY TOUR-REST COURT. Hwys 377, 10, 

& 121 . 

HILLSBORO— WELTON COURTS. Hwy 81. South of city. 
HOUSTON— ADMIRAL COURT. Hwy 75. 4703 North Main 
St. 

HOUSTON— BELLE COURT. Hwys 75 & 90. 6712 Harrisburg 
Blvd. 

HOUSTON— BRAESWOOD COURT. 2116 Beliaire Blvd. Hwy 
90. 2/z Mi. from center of city. 

HOUSTON— CARLON HOTEL COURTS. 8000 So. Main St. 
LAREDO— DODD’S COURT. Hwy 81. 

LONGVIEW— LIGHTHOUSE LODGE. W. Tyler St. in heart 
of city. Hwys 80 & 15. 

MARSHALL— MARSHALL TOURIST COURT. 2202 E. Hous- 
ton. Hwy 80 loop. 

McALLEN— VALENCIA COURT. Hwys 4 & 83. 1/6 Mi. 
West of town. 

SAN ANTONIO— BRACKENRIDGE LODGE. 201 E. Josephine 
St. Hwy 81. 

SAN ANTONIO— PARK MO-TEL. 3617 Broadway. Hwy 81. 
SAN ANGELO— WYLIE HOTEL COURT. Hwy 87. 2000 N. 
Chadbourne St. 

SIERRA BLANCA— EL PATIO COURT. Hwy 80. 

VAN HORN— CAMP EL ROYALE. Hwy 80. East end of 
town. N 

FREE. Handsomely illustrated Guide to United Motor Courts, 
Central Division, may be obtained from any member listed 
above, or from M. M. 'Plowman, Secretary, Grande Tourist 
Lodge, P. 0. Box 5124, Dallas, Texas. 

In the Resort Sections of New England, New York 
and Eastern Canada, U. M. C. Recommends 
the Members of the 

NORTHEASTERN CABIN OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 

V BETTER CABIN GUIDE’' 

Published by The Northeastern Cabin Owners 
Association covers the following States— Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecti- 
cut, New York, Vermont, Maine and- Eastern 
Canada. 

Copies may be obtained by writing to the Secretary 
of United Motor Courts or to Philip S. Willey, 
President, Box 22, West Campton, N. H. 






BENSON, ARIZ.— CAMP BENSON. Hwy 80. Phone 69. (P. 0. 
Box 215) E. W. Ballard. 



BISBEE, ARIZ. — PUEBLO COURT. Hwy 80. Upper Tomb- 
stone Canyon. W. city limits. Phone 22. James T. Gentry. 








NEWPORT, ORE. — YAQUINA LODGE. South of city at No. 
end of Yaquina Bay Bridge. Phone 186. Walter V. Harrison. 





WOAHINK LAKE, ORE.— HASTINGS LAKESHORE RESORT. 
Hwy 101. 4 Mi. So. of Florence. 19 Mi. No. of Reedsport. 
(P. 0. Florence) Phone 16-F-12. Mr. and Mrs. Scott Has- 
tings. t .... 
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ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.— COUNTRY CLUB AUTO COURT 
Hwy 66. West side of city. (P. 0. B\>x 755.) Phone 4419J 
C. H. Stearns. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.— DE ANZA MOTOR LODGE. 

DE ANZA MOTOR LODGE 
4301~ East Central AVe. Hwy 66 
East side of city 
Steve Hambaugh, Mgr. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 




WOAHINK LAKE, ORE.— HOUG HTALING’S RESORT/ Hwy 
101. 4 Mi. So. of Florence. 19 Mi. No. of Reedsport. (P. 0. 
' Glenada) Phone 16-F-4. Mr', and Mrs. Guy Houghtaling. 


WOAHINK 
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TO ^ 


SALEM, OREGON— NORTH SALEM MOTEL. (Steam Hea 
2673 No. Pacific Highway, 99-E. Within city limits 
North entrance. Phone 7549. Sargent & Sinks. 
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) TO EUGENE TO 

PORT ORFORD CALIFORNIA 

(SEE NEXT PAGE) 



BEND. ORE.— SOUTH CITY LIMITS AUTO COURT. (Ste 
Heat) 1401 So. 3rd St. Dalles-California Hwy 97. Phi 
746 W. Geo. W. Ludowitz. “Official A. A. A.” 
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EUGENE, 0 R E.-^^SEA L S MOTEL and AUTO COURT- (Stcan 
heat). 1900 6th Avenue West. Highway 99. Phone 515 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Seal. 
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MESA, ARIZ.— PETER PAN MOTOR HOTEL. (Air condi- 
tioned). 620 West main . St. Hwy 80, 60, 70. (P. 0. Box 
306). Mr. and Mrs. D. T. Selvage. 


ANLAUF, ORE. — AN LAUF-ELKHORN LODGE. (Dinim 

room). Highway 99, between Drain and Cottage Grove 
Phone Cottage Grove 12-F-16. W. C. DeLacy. 


S mxm 



GRANTS PASS, ORE. — REDWOOD MOTEL COURT. (Steam 
heat). 3 Blocks North of Court House on Highway 99. 
Quiet, detached cottages. Phone 439-J. Hugo C. Johnson. 





Sixth St. Highway 99. North of center of town. Phone 
454-R. C. A. Kingsbury. 


Points of Interest to Visit 

California State Redwood Parks; Giant Red- 
woods and the World’s Largest Tree; Shasta 
Dam under construction ; Mt. Shasta; the Shasta- 
Cascade Wonderland; Lava Beds National Mon- 
ument; beautiful, rugged Oregon Coast. 



Points of Interest in the Southwest 

Death Valley; Grand Canyon; Petrified Forest; 
Navajo Settlement; Walnut Canyon Cliff Dwell- 
ings; Tonto Cliff Dwellings; Carlsbad Caverns; 
Gila Cliff Dwellings, White Sands. 



■c- ” 


FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ.— DU BEAU’S MOTEL INN. Corner Phoe- 
nix and Beaver Avenue 1 Blk So. of 66, 89, 79. Phone 
176. A. N. DuBeau. 



















YUMA, AR1Z.— PEACH AUTO COURT. Hwy 80. l'/ 2 Mi. So. 
of Yuma. Among the orange groves. Phone 594R2. Mr. & 
Mrs. Ralph Michael, Mgrs. 






TRINIDAD, CALIF.— BISHOP PINE LODGE. Where Azaleas 
grow. Ocean shore and woods. Hwy 101. 2 Mi. No. of Trini- 
• dad; 25 Mi. No. of Eureka; 61 Mi. So; of Crescent City. 
Phone B. P. Lodge. Geo. and Ora Parrish.* 









ARCATA, CALIF.— SEAVIEW MOTOCOURT. Hwy 101. 4 Mi. 
No. of Areata. 12 Mi. No. of Eureka; 75 Mi. So. of Crescent 
City. Phone Areata 2-J-2. Anne and Glenn Dippel. . 



COLLIN’S ENGLEWOOD PARK AND COFFEE SHOP. Hwy 
101. 33 Mi. No. of Garberville; 42 Mi. So. of Eureka; (P. 
0. South Fork, Humboldt Co.). Phone Englewood. Betty 
Collins. 



525 BLYTHE y 

4)YUMA ^ [ 

^ NEEDLES^ 



NEEDLES, CALIF.— ROBINSON’S BUNGALOW HOTEL AND 
MOTOR INN; (Air-conditioned by refrigeration). 222 F. St. 
Hwy 66. Center of city; y 2 Blk So. of Standard Stations 
Inc. Phone Green 111. Robert Robinson. 


DUNSMJIRl 


DTPINIDAD 
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'ARCATA 


•EUREKA 


iFORTUNA 


►REDDING 


TAN OAK PARK, CALIF.— TAN OAK PARK MOUNTAIN 
LODGE. Hwy 101. 1 Mi. So. of Cummings P. 0; 170 
Mi. No. of San Francisco. Phone Laytonville 31-F-12. L. A. 
Spengler and Son. 


^ s** 



SANTA ROSA, CALIF.— MINGEPS MOTEL. (Steam heat). 
Highway 101. 1 Mi. No. of Santa Rosa. Geo. T. Mingers. 




FORTUNA, CALIF.— MISSION MOTOR COURT. Electrically 
Equipped. North end of Main St. Hwy 101. Phone 177, 
Ben Lutz. 


Points of Interest to Visit 

OREGON: Cratei^Lake; Oregon Caves; Giant Red- 
> woods; Lava>\Beds. < * - 

CALIFORNIA: Lassen Volcanic National Park; 
Redwood Empire; Muir Woods. 



WILLITS, CALIF.— DUNHAM’S AUTO COURT. Highway 101 
Corner of Main and Valley. Phone 281. Ray Dunham. 



SANTA ROSA, CALIF.— U NZELMAN’S AUTO COURT. Hw; 
101; V/ 2 Mi. So. of city. Watch for the big “U”. Phon< 
S. R. 115. Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Unzelman. 
















- (SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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SACRAMENTO, CALIF.— GEM AUTO COURT. (Air-cooled). 
Hwy 40 and 99-E. Mi. No. of N. Sacramento. P. 0. Box 
4340-E, Route 7. Phone Main 9458. James F. Wilson. 



BERKELEY CALIF.— GILMAN’S MOTEL. (Steam heat). 
1907 Eastshore Hwy in Richmond. 7 minutes North of Oak- 
land on Hwy 40 toward Richmond. 10 minutes from 
Treasure Island. Phone Thornwall 3368. F: W. Gilman. 



OAKLAND, CALIF.— MOTEL ROOSEVELT. Foothill Blvd. at 
90th Ave. 'East side of town on Hwy 50. 30 minutes from 
Treasure Island. Phone TR. 8332. Carl Youngstrom. 



CHULA VISTA, CALIF.— BRADLEY’S AUTO COURT. 70 
National Ave. Hwy 101. 6 Mi. So. of San Diego. Phone 
Chula Vista 699. W. E. Bradley. ' 























HOLLYWOOD, NORTH, CALIF.— TROQUET MOTEL. 11440 
Ventura Blvd. Hwy 101. Five minutes North of Hollywood 
Blvd. Halfway between Universal and Republic Studios. Mrs. 
Ginette Troquet, Owner-Manager. Phone Sunset 2-4680. 



*+ 
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LOS ANGELES, (WEST) CALIF.— BROCKTON COTTAGES. 
1225 Brockton Ave. at Wilshire Blvd. V/ 2 Mi. W. of West- 
wood Village. 6 Blks E. of Santa Monica City Limits. 2/ 2 
Blks No. of Hwy 66. Phone W. L. A. 33431. 



Sir 
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SANTA MONICA, CALIF.— OLYMPIC AUTO HOTEL, GRILL. 
1661 Lincoln Blvd. at Olympic Blvd. Alt. Hwy 101' and- 66. 
Phone 27359. Teets-Wilkinson Inc. J. Merritt Dismant, Mgr. 




PALO ALTO, CALIF.— SPEEDWAY MOTEL. 790 Bayshore 
Hwy, Bypass U.S. 101. 1 Block South of University Ave. 
2 Miles from Stanford Univ. Phone P. A. 22304. Mr. and 
Mrs. E. R. Stelter. 





SUNNYVALE, CALIF.— SUNNYVALE AUTO COURT. Hwy 
101. 10 minutes North of San Jose. 10 minutes to Stanford 
University. Phone 9. Philip Palmer. 



SANTA CRUZ, CALIF.— HIDDEN MOTOR COURT. 80 River- 
side Ave. Near city center. Turn South toward beach at east 
end of Soquel Avenue Bridge and go 2 Blks. Phone 259 
or 1165-R. G. C. Ellis. 


PASADENA, CALIF.— CLARK’S MOTEL. 3019 E. Colorado St. 
Hwy 66 E. city limits. Telephone SYcamore 2-1139. P.B.X. 
Switchboard. Circulated hot air. Mr. & Mrs. C. N. Clark. 


HTC- FOR AUTHENTIC 
ZlrMAP, MILEAGES 
AND ROAD INFORM A' 
TION, CONSULT YOUR 
AUTO CLUB.YOUR SERVICE 
STATIONER TOURING 
BUREAU. 

MAPS IN THIS 
FOLDER ARE 
NOT DRAWN 
1 TO SCALE. 

iPALOALTO 


STOCKTON, CALIF— EL DORADO MOTEL and CAFE. 1700 
South El Dorado St.; Stockton-San Francisco Hwy 50. Phone 
2-9447. Gossett Brothers. 



[SUNNYVALE 


ISANJOSE 


TRACY, CALIF.— TRACY MOTEL. (air cooled). Eas 
Eleventh St. Hwy 50. East end of Tracy. Phone 771 
Mr. and Mrs. James Hay. 


Golden Gate 
International Expositior 
on Treasure Island 

Open Daily from February 18 until December 2, 1939 

Millions of dollars have been spent on this man- 
made Treasure Island' in the center of San Fran- 
cisco Bay ,which is easily accessible via the San 
Francisco- Oakland Bay Bridge or convenient terry 
service. • . 

Treasure Island will be a garden by day, a jewel 
by night. Thousands of trees and plants, millions 
of flowers, patterned by arbors, boulevards and 
rainbow-colored Magic Carpets will give way al 
night to the mystery and gayety of multi-colored 
.lighting. These are the jewels set about an 
architectural plan that combines the ancient de 
sign of Mayan, Incan, Cambodian and other Pa 
cific cultures into a unique, modern scheme. 

DON’T MISS IT 


XfcSANTACRUZ 

hmi 
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PACIFIC GROVE MODESTO 

(S EE NEKT PAGE) , 



SAN JOSE, CALIF.— HI-WAY AUTO COURt. Hwy 101 
Mi. So. of city,, limits. Phone Ballard 4524-W. San Jo 
Largest (50 cottages). Frank S. Whidden. 












SALINAS, CALIF. — SALINAS MOTOR LODGE. Hwy 101. |4 ^ 

Mi. So. of city. Phone 1877. Harry S. Anderson. 



KING CITY, CALIF.— LINDY MOTOR INN. (Steam Heat). 
Hwy 101. North entrance to city. Phone 143. Mr. and Mrs. 
A. G. Lyness. 



(SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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PISMO BEACH, CALIF.— MAR VISTA MOTOR LODGE. 1014 
Highway 101 at Bay St. No. end of town. Phone 152-W. 
J. H. Wright. 



SANTA BARBARA, CALIF.— PER RY’S MOTOR COURT. 3976 
Hollister Ave. 3 Mi. No. of city center on old highway 101. 
Phone 21893. Mark M. Perry. 







VENTURA, CALIF.— MISSION BELL MOTEL. 3437 Ventura 
Blvd. Highway 101. 2 \ / 2 Miles South of city. Phone 4324. 
C. R. Day. 
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MERCED. CALIF.— MOTEL MERCED. Hwy 99. North Art 
entrance to city. Cafe. Phone 1188. Larry A. Guest, Mgr. 



MERCED, CALIF.— ANDERSON MOTEL. 30 cottages (A 
cooled). Hwy 99, South edge of city. Cafe in connectioi 
Phone 993. Geo. E. Anderson and Dan E. Williams. 


Points of Interest to Visit 

CALIFORNIA: Yosemite, General Grant, and 

Sequoia National Parks; Lake Tahoe; Califor- 
nia Redwood Park; Carmel; 17 Mile Drive; 
Trail of the Missions; Mt. Wilson Observatory; 
Griffith Park and Planetarium; Hollywood 
Bowl; Catalina Island. 



BAKERSFIELD, CALIF.— CALIFORNIA MOTOR HOTEL. 
Hwy 99. So. city entrance. P. 0. Box 967. Phone 230. 
Laura B. Nelson. 











TO 0HICA6O AND POINTS EAST 



KEARNEY, NEBR.— THE ELLIOTT MOTOR LODGE. (Mod- 
ern hot water heat). W. Lincoln. Way. Hwy 30. 1 Mi. W. of 
Kearney. Phone 20404. J. S. & Ruth E. Elliott. 





OGALLALA, NEBR.— WELSH COURTS. (Modern, fireproof.) 
Hwy 30, 2-Blks E. of Main St. Phone 215. D. A. Welsh. 
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UNITED MOTOR COURTS, Inc. 

L. A. SPENGLER CLAUDE N. CLARK KEITH COBO 

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT , SECRETARY 


= Western Division 

HEADQUARTERS: 

798 Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, California 

Y OU WILL FIND in United Motor Courts 
a new and unparalleled achievement in 
combining comfort with car-by-door con- 
venience made necessary by our present mode 
of automobile travel. 

United Motor Courts is a group of independ- 
ent owners, comprising only those motor courts 
which come up to the highest standards in 
comfort, quiet atmosphere, and courteous serv- 
ice. . • • Cultivated travelers, accustomed to the 
best, have enthusiastically approved this type 
of hostelry. . . ♦ Rates are not established or 
quoted by the Association. . . .Use this folder as 
your guide for a satisfactory journey ! 

For additional copies of this Guide, ask any 
member listed herein, or write Keith Cobo, 
Secretary United Motor Courts, Inc. 798 Bay- 
shore Highway, Burlingame, California. 
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f tiv, Courtney Byley Cooper 
. 453 Horth Laheview Drive- 

Qebring'i Florida : ftl I INfUSV-Y 


Itear By ley-, 



date 


•V A ■' 

V 


J am enclosing a memorandum setting forth ' 
sons pertfircefist facto on gambling which might be of ; 
interest to you in connection with the , article you ; 
ere working on, • • . • , • ••.' • , ''• •• - 

Ti is rather difficult to malie any definite 
estimates on the extent of gambling j however , I 
am. firmly convinced that it is one of the most 
lucrative sources of revenue for the underworld « 
Probably more money is diverted from gambling to 
graft and corruption than f rom any, other field of 
endeavor, 

i am also sending you a copy of our 
detailed annual report which might be of interest 
to you, 

' I'Jiih beet wishes# ■ ; 


Mr. Tolson ■ 
Mr. Nathan 


Sincerely# 

: '3, Efigar Hoovoi 


Mr. C. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clegg ■ 
Mr. Ladd ‘ . 
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Inclosure 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Egan 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy , 
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GABBLING 


Volume 2 ofthcChicago Eecreation Survey of 1937j'a project ■ 

■ . .. 'sponsored jointly by the Chicago • Recreation Commission and UorthEJestsrn. .. . 

■V - ; , . University (UFA project) contains on page 27 a chart shooing 'sources of ' '- , . 

• i : - rOveiiue of . 19 states with legal horse racing. • (Nevada end Set? Jersey • \ 

which conduct .horse race meetings are not incited). 

. , • - Tbe following is quoted from. this Survey: ‘ . r ■ 

■, "In 1937 boras racing nas conducted t?itii legal betting in 
. ; twenty-one of the forty-eight states. . ... A • snrvoy of the 1935 racing . ' . 

. ; .'. season brought out that twenty-two ©illicit paid attendances wore recorded' - ; 

at tracks operating- that year. In 1937 this number had increased to 'aore.' : 
than thirty million. Of this total 1,489,032 admissions here 'recorded •/-.*. \ 

by tracks in Sew fork State and 859,519 in the metropolitan Chicago . 1 . 

. district. , : r . ■ --h 

“it is esti©ated that during this some year, 1937, ©ore then, 
seven hundred million' dollars were wagered at the various race tracks in 
• the United • States, Mexico and' Canada. When to this sum is. added the amounts 
..bet at the various bookie establiohsents throughout the United States 
• for whieh no accurate apprOxioatiou is available, a conservative estimate 
of the amount wagered on- the outcome of racing in these three countries 
-. places the total at- sore, than two billion dollars. ' . .> 

' ; : : - - "In 1937. a total of $284,007,996 was wagered in the Seventeen 

, ' states which had the pcri-Eutuel system of betting. This represented an • • 

• . increase of nor© than $45,000,000 over, the previous year . It should be •, 

pointed out that these figures, do not include New York State, in which,,.", 
oral or handbook betting is conducted at the- tracks. '(During 1935 New , 

■ * York track bookmakers handled wageil’s totaling $265,009,000) Twelve 

.. , state governments. received from one to six .per cent on each dollar wagered • . 

at .tracks' within their boundaries. In : other instances the Gtates profited 
' by daily or. annual licenses and from' takes on admissions..... 

‘ ' . : "Comparative figures indicate that in 1937 California, led in ' • •. . 

the amount wagered with $47*976,296, and Illinois was second with 
:• . $39*842,080, eighty-three per cent of the California total. However, 

whereas California received 01,919,051 to top .the list in the amount 
; • that the states derived as their share of the profits of horse racing, 

- the stats of Illinois received' only $561,312 or less than 29.2 per. cent 
' . ' • . of the California revenue. This can be attributed to the fact that the 

state of Illinois derives no part of -the amount bet, while in 
California' ‘f bur per. cent is deducted from all wagors as the state's 
3;iare. Had this system' been operative in Illinois, in preference to the ■ . 

present method whereby the' state receives a daily tax from the track 
operators varying from $1,000 to $2,500, depending upon t-hs location of 
the track, and twenty Cents on all admissions, the state would have ’ 

... derived a total of $1,593,683.20 or $1,032 j 371. 00 more, than the amount 
it actually secured.'.. ... •'. - : • • 





•' . : •; v , - ."Birring, 1937, 01,055,000 offered in- steks races of 05,000 ‘ ... 

• .V '' or • adre for hpre.es three, years old and oyer. A conservative estimate of , 

>;• '.40^t :v ‘ 7 dli.Vptirce distributions during 1937 places fifteen million dollars as the' . 

• . amount divided .'among race horse osners during the y ear..,*. . 7 . ' .• 

: " Attendance, in 1927 / the first year of the renewal of racing in . , 

; ' . ‘ Illinois, totalled 42Q j295v. , By 1930 this had increased .to 776,510? : V •' 

'. 1 V With the onset of unfavorable economic 'conditions both attendance . and . ... 

>V : nagering- at the. race ."tracks ’.phoned £’ decline during the. following. years? ... ' 
/ In 1934, the first year in which racing "in Illinois vac tinder the control .; ' : , , 

;■ ’ r - ('; . ■?>£ the State Boeing Commission, the attendance was 530,294* In - 1935., it ' 

' ' '.' 'Ahad : in creased to $5 7, .090, followed; by ^ a decline .in 1936. to 719,$23.' ■ • .. . 

■ , , Reflecting a continued uptinrn, in has inbss . Conditions, the total attendance 

•A ; ... during 193? tfas -.ifar' t.he .period. ^ : - " 

. .. attendance at Chicago race tracks ©as divided' as follows.: In l934, 560,294j ;’- 

; A ; '. - 1935 , 357,098; 1936, 719,82$} 1937, 859,519?..*;' y; " . 

, .• .; v ; "All Of '‘the/ race- tracks district provide 'the pari- • 

■ outuel type. of betting-.: A ruling of /thG comission late in .1937 makes it / 
dsndatoiy; for all tracks. in tho 1936. Season -to - have, the modern electric 
totalizers- by which mutual wagers' are automatically .tabulated*.' In tho 157 , ' ' • . 

• days of racing in 1937 &• total, of 037, 30$, 206 was • wagered st thfe Chicago 

, ' V;’ • . tracks. /This represented, an increase of- .05,1-71,442 over the previous year, 

' and more than fifty- two -perl eent- over the' 1934 season when' s total of • 

• : . 024,535,?39 was reached;?' The average . daily, 'at tendance' dur img the .1937 ■ 

.''.v' -season' was 5,475, chid the average daily amount •wagered; during the season 

• ' . ;.• was 0230,250.. This aperosimates £43*50 os'- the ■ averago .amount wagered by . 

y . the spectators. Hotter/ 'it is .agreed' that a. Considerable portion, of ’.the ' 

" ; . ' "•aao'shit- wUgored..ai .the race • tracks . does .not represent' 'money bet by: those . .7 

A 'at'.tto>track,Abi^;/cah;hO regarded as; *coaa back 1 .money, cent to the tracks 

] . by. gaqbling syadicatss -who maintain'' telegraphic . contact with their. repre— 

; - sentativeSi Within repeat years the two.' major telegraphic- companies have . -V. 

. - '/• ‘ ■■ ■pursued 'a: policy '-whereby iiadividuals 'co'old telegraph' bets to. the track ' ., . 

; - representatives • of the. companies.; TMs further ineresse'd .the amount of ’ /’ . 

V' ./ y . money' wagered by t^se not. actually watching the races? , ; - . ' • •• ' ' 

• "In Bec^bor,.- 1937> the City Council of .the city of Chicago, • 

: both as. a, moans of control of mlicensed. gasbling'slthi^ the city' and also 

■ V - . for. deriving, revenue,., adopted a pari-mutuel brokers 1 ordinance by aeans of 

• " which' the city .would license brokers who theoretically at 'least, would for- 

: ■ ward ; the : money, to. be ..bet at the race tracks.. As this, volume goes to press. • 

A:' vA; ' the. legality of '<the ordinsuice; is being tested in the courts, with- indica-- . 

-y. y .•••>* • tions that the case will bo appealed to the SuprsmyCourt of tho’State . . - • 

■ y ; ;; *• before a final decision is reached. Pending court action, the' icily has ; 

y. ; '- not permitted the new ordiaaiice to' become operative ^ land as, a res'ult 

; '•• : -gambling, on horse races is still illegal within the city of Chicago. . 

•V . . A. .. ■ "The .legislation .providing for the control and. regulation of 

•••’• y Ay;- racing within' the .state provides that no track may operate, for more than •.* ■ 

A- ' sixty days, within the year , and also ' that} the season for. racing in Illinois . 




r , 


■ must be confined to the six months 'between Kay 1; and October ! 31.. . •• , • ’’ .• 

During 1936 and 1937 the eix Chicago^ tracks operated a- total of 157 • 

■ days.,- (The .foregoing aj’b 'excerpts from Pages 87, 8^, 89. and 90 
of Volume \2, *Cbjsaorciai Recreation*);./ ' • ’• v _ ’\ ' • ’.l;,;. , •’ 

• ’ .'Pit is estimated thiit oyer a billion dollars pass- from hand - 
to hand in poker gUnes every year; also, that approximately two billions' • 

■ more were wagered on-' horse, racing in the United States .during a typical , : . 

’ ..year like 1935. Hobody knows definitely how nueh'more goes out in other' \ 

■ forme, of gambling sxjeh. as- ‘policy* mdpr-covor' lotteries, batting on football, 
baseball gases and prize fights. A .eiiigle championship mat-chat a well- .. • ' 

: , known Chicago golf club is reported "to- have provoked betting f o the tune • 

• -of half a ailli.en dollars - But tha’-recoids .of police knd private welfare 

• agencies teen with such facts .--The ‘policy*, racket, in ■.Chicago' alone, places 
350,000 bets daily end. -takes in nearly . twenty plillion dollars' amually v 

. even in depressicn years. . It is -a matter of general knowledge' that -gambling 
• . and vice are .amongst the most notorious .sources for corrupting: municipal 
... politics and government. -, At the tine this Survey gees, to press the . 

, issue is -be lag: fought out in .Chicago, ' but nobody knows whether the Attorney 

. . General of the State of Illinois Who rules’ against legalized betting in 
Chicago will prevail or whether the City Council’s judgment . I*j passing a, • 
•legalizing ordinance pill; be -supported’ ’either, by law -or public -opinion. 

Early in 1938 reports of : ®ide-sprosd petty gambling. devices nbar.126 of ■ 
Chicago *s 349 elementary schools were confirmed' by .school principals, police* 

' Parent^Teacher groups and the , attorney for .the. board of education.: Apparently 

-one-third, op. the elementary • .and even kindergarten pupils of tbs 'whole • 

:City. were being given opportuaitisb .fdr initiation into gomblihg by various 
. ;- kinds of vending 'machinos in' school-supply shops, drug, delicatessen ’and. 

■ -grocery stores..* (Page 10, Volune.2). n -‘ >’7 

' '.v .' :., ,5 It is; estimated, t tat in" 1937 there were acre than bight million. , 

• billiard players in. the' United States. R . (Pago 53, Volume 2); v. ., ; v . 

*Sith" increased'’ interest in football, -professional ' gambling'-.- / 
syndicates have found a., net? source of revenue in the. ’football' pools,*! ' 

The eztbnt. to which this type ’ of .wagering was ' deriving support has - caused ; 

• colleges to' act against the hoolaaakers, .and the Western IntsrcbllGgia'te ’, ,. . 
Conference schools are' educating student bodies as ' to the' futility of r . . .• • 

' this typo of betting. In at least, one-- university, very vigorous action 

• has -been taken to stamp but the nuisance. - However, ‘football pools’ ; have 

becone quite firmly established in.- the hoop district of tho cityv.' n ./-' ; V 
(Fags 75, Volume 2). . ' 7 ."V'/' , . 

■ ■■; AS. their chief ^achling; device; Chicago’s taverns .usd dice in- 
what is kwar'as the ’26’ game. -Slot feachihes, .cards, smuoeaeht games . and 
a few other devices are used less'-exteesively.. : The police are jLnclii.icd to . 
synpathizo with the tavern- operators in..’ their ‘use; of .gambliiig. devices,:' •: 



r '. 

•; ;• •• especially ths *' 26 i' .gain©.. 'They: eyea.'g bsoifar as'. to : state ..tbat/ 0 V- /;/•;=./. '■'•■ 

' : . . ' 'rolling tkpdics'- .with k.^cpEaodity such as’ hard liquor or Ijaar as vy : ;;, ■' :■ ■: , 

■ /■ stokes, .the with aoaoy 'aq the/StakC . 0 . 0 ' 

..'■ /..'.. '.©01116 be;'gaobiiag. • .. Oih 0 city' : latis regarding garablingtere perfectly •blear..// '/•/-//.’ 

The .police apparently.' question'' tiles cimpiy/se an. .'ascu3$ for aot enforcing'- : .’/ -, - v 

0 . •: tiioia*" (Pago 153,. . Volume 2)'.,.*/'/ //•; [ .’ . 0 ■ : v ' ; ',0/'. . ( 

The folloTiing is. an-. 0 icce 2 pt ; frQn pages. 15 an^ 16' of the -hook 0 .0;' ••' / 000' 
;/ V entitled '”The Problem of <3r'iia'e B . which ©as, Written by Cic*rton 3 ./Ifttihgei^^i^!//..; 

,• • ..’•'.• !2.10,/Bh.]>./ Professor of. -gocioiogyj, "Western jState'BeacIiers.Coiiega^ / /0./ • '0000. •, 
lei® 0220 ®*' ' ^icklgen-. end. pub^ehsd in • 1932 : . ' .■ T > v 0, ' ■■/ - 0 ' .- -p:/// .000': .! 

' .* ; . {, Ib • an, oftieie-- in the North ' American Eeviev;^ ilowtrd'FJcLellan. 0- 0 ' / ,/ 

•;• - declares.. that; the iosses/frba. the .pockets .of 'eegy corks *. who . like, the : fly V ' • ' 

'V- /• of tbs old fable, walk' with; .eyes open iato !tho spidor-iike' traps of .the .- , 00. * 

, B^°f QSS i onal geabi&r •: £h<l. • f swindler , amount to no- leee than four billiotur ' vv--v-' • 

■ ••;■•.'■ ■ pS dollars ; yearly, fhe hnsehail .pool* one of .'the- jaost- popular forms of . .' 

V g&moling, bat one. of which the, •non^gaaaWi^S'. - public ' fc^ars 'least, ^ ip; ©ije -Of , 

• ./the easiest and .greatest of ;the/get-rich^-aick schemes. •Bays ’ ttctelim ' >''\ 

' x : •. .' n!? Addressing 'a. jury in 192&, Thoaas Cobke-of Hew.Yorfe., / . 00 "• 

'■ • Assistant United States .'Dictriet 'Attorney,' n^aed. six large ; Bestern baseball //’//" 

- , - pool oyndicates '•■chose . 'total, anniial income ,$25 ,.' 000 , 000 . '-Osh -syndicate" ; ; • 0 

0.0 in a single year. --handled 08 , 000 , 000 ,' whieh'Tfas. cdntribntefi ."solely by/ "'00 ,-... 0 y 
• ©age^earnera. '. AnotJ-pr indicate. paid, incopo tan bn $! 4 ', 066 , 4 Glj( : and: this- • /" 

: >vtns (pL,, 003,02(0 lo£§/thaij. it':sho'£^ : hayQ .paid, or.,.- es^-bank accotsats rsWalcd. . . , 

•• / One pool agent adtait ted 010,000 'profits a. .Trask in a. poor section .of the, : 

/ . •" ; " ' city. In Albany, Hi. Y.,.. tho Government 'dncoi&terod bank hooka. ;phach s^h2dr'..'' • ' ; 
fm . aniiual intal;©. of 010 , 000,000 ■ from one pool operated umer ' the. eyes of ■ 
.Hew/York State', ieg£aiatprs'. , 10' ■ ;.. 

•« *-Gover4«ssnt-iin^ti^tolP8 .. estia&to that 'more tten five inmdred': v l ; ' ..' 

• .. baseball . pools, operato.ln the /United States.-/ Fixing the! average aatmjal /; ' ; . 

’.’ .. intake at $i,o^,.OO0'i*/^H'cii'^o»/^iia^t/4’dihdyities .agree' Is-re^ozia^le/oiid •' ’.' 0 - : 

. -'probably; conservative,, the aggregate ’yearly turnover 'appears th be ^5W f Ot)0,QOt) t : ; ; 
/ The profits' of . operators. may. be arrived at ■ riith -startling result's. .’A. : ' • • 

: ' formisr operator, of one of the largest pools' testified that baseball pools . 

were a sure thing" for the "operator.. : The patron's chchcos for pinning, he ’ ,.,■ 
declared , were 1 to 999 * 999 • ’ •'■ '</•' ;./'": • • ;> l../ ./' 0 r,..' •.. .-, '.-•/• ".' 

: ' -/■ ■,• ! ■/’ /• ^Echellan gGeG on to- sey^fhet- estinatso baaed on police court ' ; ■ . 

■ 0 reeords;iMicate tlKit- about 01 , 000,000 is poured daily into tho coffers of" •"' . >/ 
-.' .the operators of policy , games, •. ,.the uost .siiamelecs of ali fora^' of lottery'. . •' y 

. *A consarvative total for .the year, • says ScLellan, 'would be $300,030, 000 .l, 

.: He. quotes one figure on the .enmial betting bill at ell the coisjtry's race / 

•••'•• ; trahks. at 0600 , 000,000 though ’a surety bond cbhpany -exeeutivQ, who. . .. 

' . watches the increase in hefting with anxioiis. oyes, -fixes it ..at 0830,300,000. ’ ! 

' On one race at Pimlico in 1029, ^ $1,300,000 was wagered. It ^s true, that 
;/.'.'• the pari-outual aachines "t^bich • iao© . op®fhts"'-;i:t most tracks h^vb been legalised .* 

! ' 1, “Four Billions in Easy ’ aopey, "• Hprth American ?MlQV > Apl\ :.22& (1929) • .- ! . 

• .• • pp. 609-615 *• ; " !',.' //.•••;! . ' ,. / 4 ’• /. 
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; • in several States, .though even' tho battor has only a' iainor 'chance,.- 

. ' ' v* : . to win. , .tJuch bGolaaaking.io. secretly done at- the tracks) coid-ap Mciellan’s ,< 
raforenco ■ tio ti^e. surety bond esaeutiyo indicates, , the race tragic cannot ' . 
bs regarded aa.otbar than an auxiliary to criso.-. V 7 ' . .7 V • ' 

' . : v ■; 7;‘> '■••'■' n In . the larger cities, .handbooks on .races, y all totally illegal, . 

• operate theoretically’ under cover . v 'Sen. tork is said to. .require the: servicos . 
'■ of 15,000 handbooks* with an annual turnover of d billion dollars, trhi eh ", 
; . -HcLelian ' thinks is .probably an understatement* ’ A. vie e commission found 

. • that 800,000 tipiter sheets wsra in' circulation in one city. Figuring ’. ’.:• 

. ’ their average price at .’$2, thih's^3S 01,600,000 a day ppont. for alleged • • 

■ ; information and f advice* on the races - which, however, ScLslI^i doss not. 

; count in- his total. ’ay; 7 :; 7-’ 

’ ‘. v . "Prof sssional !^ablins games, says JIoLellan, are believed to; . 

engulf a billion dollars yearly. ; Investigators of certain Chicago 
v • ' . . ndwspaisrp. and the Illiaois.. Association for the 7dniaistrctiaa of Criminal.:-; , 

7 ; * lustieo, choekod in one’ night §3* 500 ,000 changing' hands across tables; . 

. in some of the 350 .gambling houses all rushing at full blast in; 'Chicago' 

./ ..•■ at once. Firially,.aeLellaa. sdys that -fake stock brokerage or 'bucket-- 
' ’ shopping is said by’ the surety companies to .cause a total lofis of at least ’ 

... .. : ' $500*000,000* ■ • (PTank J. Oilixaas* in a -serie.3. ; of articles^ in the’ I3et7 York 

• ; . ’ Evening Post in 1926, puts the .total loss by stock swindles and; bucket shops, 
at $1, 000,060,.000*). rjcLellanTs figures therefore bring .a total, as follows; 

.> ..... Baseball pools', $'500,000,000- 

; , . Policy gasps ’ t. / ■» " : ..V 7.7/ 300,000,000 . , '- r ' 

a' - .'" . . . . "Betting oh.races. (mostly- illegal) ....1,800,000,000 

■ yy-"- Crooked brokers end bucket shops ”• 500,000,000 y' 

' ’ Gexrixliag gc«Bbsr., ; . '* 7 7 li, 0 C 0 , 000>006 7 





the folio vTlng da^a^ hayebeen taken. from the first ouarteiiy . ; ■ ' • 

. bulletihof the 1939 Uniform Crime Reports i,';and table 14 on peige 23 
reflects that during 1938 in lyl82 Cities haying a total population 
of ?8,462*850> 61^919 pfersons were charged (held for prosecution) with. ’’ 
gaabling. The nuaber charged, per 100,000 was 161, This table is 
-.further broken down according to. the population of the cities \hnd it 
is interesting to note.that .thfe. rate per 100,000 for the ; larger cities 
is 225*1, apd for cities- under 10,000, 47*9* . There is a gradual 
• decrease *ih the number' of arrests per 1,000 running from; the larger 
to the smaller cities, indicating possibly that there is less gambling • „ 

in rural areas*'. ; ' .* •• V' .. .. t • ' 

Table 17 on page' 25 ludicates that in 77; cities over 25,000 ' , 

in population, 18,995 person? were charged with gambling, end of; these . 

60 *5% were. found guilty. ‘ '■ '• \ . ' V- ' 

Table 18 on page 29 states further the dumber of .persons ’ 
released without being held for prosecution during 1938 * In 868 cities . . ' 

having a total population of 26, 447 #390 the: total number released was 
14,419 and the rate ppr 100,000 was 54.5$. By adding the total number : : 

. of persons held for prosecution as reflected in table 14,. that’ is 61,919, ; 
and the total number of persons released without being held for prosecution . . • 

• . ©s reflected in table. 18,' that is 14,419# we arrive at the figure 

76,338, which . of course, indicates that at least that number of persons . 
were taken into custody relotive to- gambling el though all of them were • ; , 

not actually arrested. ;• "*;V : 


Table 22, on page 33' is a tabulation showing the .persons. .. 
charged during 1938 with the number and rate, per 100,000 .subdivided 
into geographic divisions. It Is interesting to note that in- the • 
Pacific States 1^,626 were charged with gambling end 483*3 persons in 
every, 100,000 were : arrested for gambling,, ■ This is the highest rate 
of any of the geographic divisions , the lowest being ini th© Middle v 
Atlantic states, in which 53 persons in every 100,000 were arrested for 


gambling. This, of course, does not necessarily .indicate that there is 
more gambling in the Pacific States, on the contrary, it inay indicate 
that lew enforcement agencies ore more actively engaged- in the 1 , apprehension 
of gamblers there. 


Tables 24 to 40 are breakdowns of the various geographic 
divisions such as. the Uewfngl&nd 9tat'e3, etc., showing the amount of • , 
crime according to the population of the various cities within; the 
group. A perusal of; these tables indicates again that there is less . 
gambling in the rural areas and that there ia also- less gamblihg in v - 
the saaller cities than in the larger ones. . .. . • ., .. . 


The fourth quarterly bulletin for 1938 of the Uniform Crime 
Beports reflects that on data compiled from the fingerprint records 
received in the Bureau* 7,233 persons were arrested during 1938 for 
•gambling end of these, 6,837 were mole 
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oohstituted 1*3^ o£ 'oil arrests, as reflected - by the fingerjpridt 
cards* V-v ; '' 5 ■ ; " • : 


r . Table 90 of this sane publication is a tabulation. of arrests . 

•by '.age groups and it reflect^ that the largest number .of arrests . : '. 

. ■■'Jfl • " ! . ..for gambling were for persons; between the ages of - 25 and 29* . V • ' .; : 

V-’’, . The . Fighth Antjual ; Report of the Coaaiissioner of Correction - ' : 

’V [yPf the State of Hew. York for the Year 1937, reflects that 11,575 
; ’ y--'r offenses of gambling are known to have occurred in Hew' York Sthte 

’ yv '"/ during that ’year. It .further reflects that 37*453 persons were 

arrested or . smaoned -.during ,.1937. ih Hew York Stnte y for- gambling.' ' 

V:'. . V-, ; •'■■■.. Crime .Statistics for England and Wales' during the year . 

v . ■' . .1936- reflect that 16,873 persons were proceeded against for betting 
' Nf ' - Md gaming, and. 15* 556 Of these were men and 1*317 were women. ' Fifteen 
. • • thousand six hundred end thirty-one. were found guilty, the charges 

Were dismissed or withdrawn, against 1,199 and 43 were otherwise. 

• 'disposed: of v' .The same publication for the year 1937 reflects that . 

: . 15*833 persons were proceeded against for betting and gaming. Fourteen •.-'; 
thoxipand, five hundred and four of these were men and 1,3^9 were women. 

, y .Fourteen thousand, pine hundred and thirty-eight, of these t&re;found ;.. 

. . ' guilty and the charges' werp Withdrawn against 874. ; Twenty-one were. 

. . . other^Tise disposed- of* 1 ~. •’' "' v ; v •’ v.-’: 

, , - • : In the Proceedipgs': of' the Attorney Q,eneral. , -s Conferenco -■ 

•. • on Crime, held ip pbcember 1954 at Washington,: D. . C. , an address ; y 

. . - was delivered by Hr. John Lahdeaco ,: (a member of the Board of Pardons 

and Parole of the,3tate ; of illinpife ' entitled {, The Story of the Gang,” 

. . y- v * which la a very good account of Idle: mhnner ' in which the Cnpojie Syndicate 
; - ; ran gambling apd conPercihliaed vice.; in /Chicago and vicinity. .Mr.; 

" r :tandeg:cd states that he obtained his. information through a more or ' s • 

. • less undercover’ survey conducted by him at the tip©; he was a graduate 
>• ; ■’’■ ’-student. ; •'/ V'- . . '■ 

.. '.rThe.repprt of 'tde Wickersham' Committee lifflown as;’, the •■'.. 

; v'... - ifational Cpamidsion on Law Observance and, Itnforcement,. had very, little • 

•• .’ to' ’say .dn.-.the subject 'of /gambling.'' 

' . In its report on the cost '.of crime dated iune 24,1931* it . 

stateat ^Certain forms . of -losses. due to crimes not directed 'against . 

' ; ' specific property* in addition to fraud and racketeering, might alpo / /./“'• 

.-hove.; been dealt - with in this chapter, . but have- been ' v omitted because, 
tho. : acts involved are not universally regarded, as criminal. The principal 
Ojoiffsion of this cdiaracter • is the loss- due; to gambling... #i.il e gambling, - 
: at' least some forms, is a statutory* aisdeneanor - in most 'States,' it -is 
' \by no -neanS universally regarded as criminal. '• ' The difficiilty in 

^distinguishing'. b.etween.‘.(a) losses due to forms of ganhlihg ; not iibd© •. 


*' ' .>*. -'•* C - ” 

s /*. . y * ■ je ■ 




cri^alnal by statute, oblch clearly, can .not . be regarded as private- 
.'losses due; to criaej (b) 'losses "due to' techoicfaily oriciinal gambling • , 
of sorts not generally regarded by the public? os/mhlua in se, .phich*. 
are only technically due to cidsej arid (c) losses due to. fraudulent 
gEEblirig'gamoSj.-.thich’ clearly, are due 'to. crime t r ould be almost impossible 
.as a' practical tatter*. - ■ . 7 -~y ... . ^ ■ -\- ; " • •■•; ' ‘ 

• •• • In.;.thq-Co 3 miisi 6 nts : i Re^rt.;ori'..Pplice dated june, 26 * 1931;. 

it -Is stated, ^recently -the : g^mblors '.'iT^.ro; 'driven out 'of --.'Detroit ■ by 7 .- ' 

the Commissi oner;:. '’These gamblers were StrPriE chough : to oust .this . . • 

. CoEriisnioner- -ffcoja office; despite the' fact .-that he ms - one .of the. . :: f 
strongest, end ablest police officers : in- Detroit. n , -v *- \- ■' 
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Dear Nick: 


December 30 


H/rewith a carbon of my line-up to 
Bios on th^&ambling set-up. 


as 


I have about everything necessary, except/ 

I wrote you/ additional evidence of the tremendous 
scope of the racket. If you have run across any 
figures or estimates, I'd be glad to have them. I believe 
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December 

pear SOLoo s 

I have trial to figure a tjay ohich Edgar could 
do the impoesibIO*~--sna my some thing that no-ULd solve 
the gambling situation* Hot? ever* that ip a hard thing •• 
to do • 



The only thing possible* 
ednestleh* And I believe that with 
need education in C&H*T ifL&f tt 
some attention to It* 

They should* 

fabling is the biggest t 
except racketeering. 

... It is a hic^-powered, Estivation in cany of our 
murders* ouch of ©Ur corruption, and all that sort of 
thing* 

S&c&usive of horse~x©olhg/ it Is almost wholly ■ " 
illegal-*; Yet -it couidrhot exist in; the Mlllon- dollar -cOlcog* 
ao it does*' Without the enthusiastic support of millions L . 
of hone at people* 

All of them are trying to get something for nothing 
but it .can* t- be done* You can*t r/in. The cards are stacked 
against you*- This goes for straight games as weiLl as 
the crooked ones* 

'MeanthSieJ everything from fraoeupp against * 
newspaper men to kidnapping of gambling , overlords by ■ 
chief a of police goes on In a business where millions 
Of dollars © day Change hands* America is gambl |ng as 
it never -'has, done before*,, As % .have’ written- you* there 
are dozens of big - out, : fit,s # engaged 'in making crooked 
dice, 1 ' - crooked cards*'et 7 o* for use in a business there 
there 1 s alr^dy the percentage to lick you* Andxifzym 
Incidentally/ the enclosed photostat le iriterOsting 
concerning a gambling raid in 13* Paso* 

JL 

* ■ V 

Ho to the stuff about marked cards* 

1 have one of these visors* 1 as udl as tJ 
marking outfit/ and- it. is rather amazing. You & 
the cards in letters as big as a house and the i 
see the marks. But the cuy with the visor can. 

Thus all the shenanigans rhich once wen 


9v 



it seems to me/’ is 
Edgar saying we all 


nder 


[ activity 


bad/ bold days of the west ssz are again in use-— on . 
‘•sophisticated** persona of the present day. This in 
spite of the fast that the percentage will tafeo you to 
a cleaning even in a straight . ^oaO- if you’ll only buoli 
it long enough* 

That* it seems’,' is the ztsssysz thing for Edgar to -Put 
over—-- the tremendous scope of the gambling InduStryi 
the airtight alignment between gamblingy crime and v 
corruption* tho may it has reached into practically 
every family in America-.— ! 

And the great fact that in gambling* eVca to a. certain 
degree in such churchy amusements as Bingo--«tho sucker 
aakes a voluntary contribution to the underworld via, 
a racket which can’t he heat.:. ■ , 

The reason I mentioned bingo is that many big church 
gft^es. are nan by Estasafesz crooks on a percentage basis* That 
is,* the gambler cones into a. church* puts on the bingo 
game and takes a but of the profits* 

if you disagree with me on this or have any additional 
ideas** let me know as soon as possible* will you? - - 

Samescver 
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T Uava you? coxriuaieatlon of January 9th relative. 'to the article in 
. the Ifebrttcry issue of tfe© Aaoriccsn Png&ciao* roforriwg to tearlpt ennyn* S 
.4ocir© to thcaJf you for the pocsseodfitovy cafrooo'iona contained in tho first : 
paragraph of your lottor mad aloo for tho freti'c casproosioa of you r vjlero 
■ relative to the. article 2» rusotion*. ■ ■ . 

I sac surprised to rood your stetoncst that you fool uhy injustice, 
•./or danego hoc been done to the leciiiaute tourist Gunpe by this article, 
in fact 9 X fool that .the It -oitiaato teuriai caeyo have-cot only- not teesrdes- 
6g<s&* but the article in "junction ban.. been 'sad till. bo" "of bemofii to thou* 

Say 1: {taint out - that -e reading of the article dm dtcciop® 6 very 
ciefiuita otatorioat to tlo effect that there ore roputoblo <Kiapo: operated in 
' an officiant* docent canner fey imaineos won of recognised intef^ity# Ono 
quotation p for instance, ie. w Qf pour no, there arc hundreds of tourist cr.qps 
run 'by honest, alert* .civib**ainle& uereemo who hcv© cr.de heavy invoobaants' 
r in tMa nap business* To those, the Federal Bureau of liiveati^aiica a;ien;& 
its gratitafie for ihois* wholohcorted cooperation in tho -pepture of.bcrlly 
nanted- fugitives* 1 * . 1 do not tree fesiv I evu&S huvo boan. voro in xccos* 

aig ing the constructively ninded poreoas uho caarats Icyitira.to eavps* licy '•' 

: t i' X-:o c?£*. yv ! tr f ttsntio'i to a statKSJoat -in. tbs tyro .article to. the effect 

» .tha t %e»; BoforccBicsit* uarhlng in conjunction with Qm owners of HeaoaV 
• octa biiflhaentsu -huo a Uofinito rocpoueibility to outlet? the mjpgc4o tourist 
cas ff» to The latter ’ntatenoat ip the keynote of tho .csitiro article* 

~ • I e i of tho positive opinion that nothing ia of yregter benefit to. 

-. the logifciacto, bi-jh-oinded* efficient ncaboro of any ©rgsair-fctioa to 
.. .eiiain&te froo those orgnnipetibno or vocations - th'o ua?;orthy Or eininolly .. 
inolinod .Individual# cho bring dicorodit upon docent* law abiding citicens— 
net only discredit, but finonciel lose, Certainly 1 beliovo that t© Cell 
— attention to conditions. rMeh cur© sect only undesirable*, but dotrlaentri. to . 

■ — nurela wad lew u sd ordor in .-.oncrel* ic-rozyserin-; n aeyvico to .those oagaged 
-‘r-itrlegitinato industry nnd .eonoiitatoo a .duty thc'.t 1- o e»o, co c lev oaforcoacat 
- — e^cutivdjr^T^)' coimtey <r*t ( loro©* to r.oll an to tta&o osgeged in ony 
. "Ole ic vocation*' 11 v ' ‘ , ■ /,■: 
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Hr* Gilbert S* CfeatedS?? . . . -2- ’■ ■' ■• ,■ ■ 1/1.7/40 


• • •' snffcfrcecs&t* industrial,, o-®rtc.t’<siol,'' ■. '•• 

G^rieultiurGl^**!is% r a la thasUr rsafcfr ncrcoar. vho fctrag dlocrelit sayon worthy. 
••©c&Iiage* I coa thi»>c of im gpsatisr. benefit -to thobo interacted ’in ihd 
real success ef ilaeaa eilllags. tlxsa to ai-> clearly end eecureiaiy ae . . •• 

• possible depict the comiitiojis &Mcb ero obviously tiadsa&r&bXo end •■• 
dcisissatol, This- I P&V4» cxsiec-ivored to do in tfca article in th© ^seriesn 
S&C&si no* . . -. " - . \. -•• , ... • •.'.. • '•. . • r ;. 


&QSiln\ tkoi&ing you for advining ta& so fully eijd fra&ily of yosr 
viocs, «M asaariag yon of tay dooir© to eeopssrats «t^» tfea h^Mainde^, 
lari abiding acabers of any tfoc&tite or profee^ioD* I .©' 

• • • • ’•' Cincoroly ycsurOj 

' <?., Edgar Hoover i, . • - 
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J*Edga.r Hoover - • 

Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Washington, D.C* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED / 

herein is unclassified ,, /' 

i ^ >ear Mr Hoover : - __ Unu I 

I ha ve ' observed closely "the process "of' the department y 

charge' of 'since you’ ha ve" been 'in control* Your"' hup or vis lori and thf^ - Earb0 

results yifci ha ve achieved ha ve'heeh remarkable and you deserve a gr|i^Tlf estcl - 
deal of praise for the accomplishment* 

O 


Mr. Tolson Y.. 

Mr. Nathan ... 
Mr. E. A. Tam 

Mr. Cleg# 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan-.. 

hSftre--- 


Mr. Hendon... 
Mr. Mclntire . 


Your” article in tfie Peb^ary Issue of "tfae ^meri Kichols - 


. Rosen 


I assume was written with good' intentions and' "for -one e xpres s ~-purpes e 
of ' inli^atenlhg the mooring 'gab.lla a a "d^ng^r» T “ 
I am wondering that if you Imew first" hand/nore about the coriiii 

fthd methods of " operation of motor' courts M Tourist " Gamps w J arid was' ™ rosy ' 

pers dually acquia Irited with a few' of the' thousands of r eputable owrieris" 0a “ 5ar ~ 
and their families if youwduld'riet ' ha vet dried down your scathing aitta ck 
of the whole ihdustry~ih' J which you victimized' every member including 
wives* daughters, sisters, mothers and all Imployees* 


i ha ve b © eri iri ~ th e M ot dr' "Court "bus Tries a since' 19 25 and ^ga ye 

visited hundreds of courts from Canada to Mexico Cityandfrbm the 
Atlantic to the Thcific Oceans* ' To me and I beleive to' any" pers onof 
ordinary intelligence it Is' as" easy to distlriguishbetween the dives j| 
hideouts arid joohs and the respectable places as' it ls easy to ' 
distinguish between a saloon arid' a church* " Of course there "ha ve been 
"ministers that" ha ve been" e on vi ct ed of murder arid 'J there _are„ many crooks 
and rascals that bel<riig to" churches'* Soother© are in a few. cases . 
where scoundrels operate j&irly.rice appearing motor cw7ts that are 
no doubt' a detriment" not'-* drily " to the motoring traveler but also to 

the operators ■ of respectable places*- -• _ "- v 

your "'description ’of the “distinction^ between a respectable 
ceurtaridthe knockdown ariddrag out kind is: so mgae and unclear " t 
tha t the 'ordinary traveler reading y our ar t i cl e who ha.s n e ver s t opp ed 
at a motor court would" hesitate t o' ever s t ©pf ®r fea.r they might be 
murdered •^held^ip before they could' get their luggage iri the v 
arid the dbdffiBy <6 ane' " 'of' the 'mariy^ notorious criminals or fugitive 
law that yoiThave ftiled to comprehend* 


RECORDED & INDEXED- 







FEDERAL BUREAU O 17 'K7^1GAT10:3 

Mi 

\ I S. D i 

t/ ^ 



MEMBER 


OFFICERS 

MARK RIGGS, Pres. 
Cabana CoJony 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

JUDGE P. D. RICH, 1st Vice -Pres. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
Bainbridge, Georgia 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


G. S. CHANDLER 
Tallahassee Auto Court ' 
Tallahassee, Florida 


G. P. GARDNER 
George-Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 


I. H. HASTON, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

LEO MOODY, Sec’y-Treas. 
Moody’s Tourist Cottages 
Gulfport, Mississippi 


EASTERN DIVISION 

UNITED MOTOR COURTS 

EASTERN DIVISION, INC. 

(FORMERLY T. C. O. A. ) 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OWNERS 

AFFILIATED. WITH INTERNATIONAL .MOTOR COURT ASSOCIATION 

J. Edgar Hoover #2 


L. M. HIRSH 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

C. D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 

ROBT. C. STUART 
Bluebonnet Courts 
Houston, Texas 


I' do hot beleive that y .ou" realize the damage' and injustice 

you ha ve ■'done'" 'to 'the 'thousands of ’ repui»bTe citizens and theirfhmiTies, 
who" a re j tiy'Iri'g"’to“ea‘ra"an behest Aiding and honorable ' living thereby 
keeping "'from' applying' for relief 'from “one "of th e ma hy a gen cys 'n Ow in 
operation , by classifying them as operators of hideouts for outlaws 
and gangsters. 

Since niy pftrticipatibh 'in ‘the Motor Court business in 1925 

I have had registered' at "ray place ah es t imft t ed TOO, 000 guests* My' 
register has been open to' the public as weil as ft IT 'inf or cement’ officers 
at all times but not one outlaw, criminal dr fugitive has been traced to 
dr caught in our court. Noi* do I think that my record is unusal or 
out of the ordinary fori 'beleive "there are thousands of Mot^br Court 
owners with equally as good a record. 


Severa 1 year 
Roy {J ohnso n and B lacky 
and~the other is serv:~ 



go three not oriour bandits , w hltffi Walke r, 
imp s on, two of them have since been kTlTed 


Lg a life “sent eh be in the Texas P endt eh t ift ry , 
were captured by the sheriffs' force here while they were making 
preperatlohs to hold up one of bur banks i These' men registered when 
they arrived in Tallahassee. But where do you supposed ? It was not 
at any camp# 

Not many years age ft whiskey runner and his wife registered 
in' Tallahassee, the' same" night the wife murdered her husband. Was 
they registered at a camp ? They were not# 

if the same s ituatidh" exists' in” other cities' as here, which 
no doubt it"does and in seihe cltie«“mftf^*1jififes- “Wdfee* it' might be 
possible that publib enemies and questionable characters stay at 
other establishments catering to the traveling public besides Tourist 
camps* ' * 

Let us make "a comparison between Tourist Camps and "other ' 
establishments who cater to the traveler When 'ft traveler looks for 
accommodations at a camp it is 999 times ,.out_ df_a 1000 they drive up 
in their automobile, jpire' either the owner of the camp , one of his 
family or possibly a 'c«mplteht^tafthiftger'Jhi:s an opertunity to observe 
in detail the a ppearance of the occupants , the make, yea r and color 
of the car, the State of license and number, k smart or brainy 
public enemy is noi at all apt tb'aubject himselveo* to such close 
and open observation, but if he does when it cetnes to the detailed 

registration that is required at 90% of the better camps he gracefully 



MEMBER 


OFFICERS 

MARK RIGGS, Pres. 
Cabana Colony 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

JUDGE P. D. RICH, 1st Vice-Pres. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
Bainbridge, Georgia 

I. H. HASTON, 2nd Vice-Pres. 

■ Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

LEO MOODY, Sec'y-Treas. 
Moody’s Tourist Cottages . 
Gulfport, Mississippi 



EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED MOTOR COURTS 

EASTERN DIVISION. INC. 

(FORMERLY T. C. O. A. ) 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OWNERS 


AFFILIATED WITH INTERNATIONAL MOTOR COURT ASSOCIATION 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

G. S. CHANDLER 
Tallahassee Auto Court 
Tallahassee, Florida 

G. P. GARDNER 
George- Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M. HIRSH 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

C. D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 

ROBT. C. STUART 
Bluebonnet CourtB 
Houston, Texas 




decides to drive a little further before spending the night. 

• " joolcs' and“iii vea'a ion jg"€i£e ” read" very "Seldom ~1». wo good ' 

enough s cco^odati onsite satiaf*od the big shot" criminal's or the 

outlaws wanted ‘ the most , thehe" fellows get their money <»sy and 

spend its the same way . 'The “beat is hone to good for them. 

*<£** «h«‘ 'other hind* when S*?* H a car 

down ‘ the street* around ‘'the' corner~or in a - . 

amy, as he stops up to the desk to register the clerk bas little 

chance to size bim up#^~H© does not know wb ether he la t 3 ^veling_Dy 
plane, feus, train, bltcb-biking or by autanobile. If tbe' man is dressed 
presentable and has a Suit- case he is hot questioned. He may register 
under an assumed name and* give a wrong address. The fh.cts are they 
have no record of any oen£.iquence • w ... . . ...... . .. 

Further in S <xne establishments one or two decks register; 
fr^ TOO to 500 'meats in one night. Under a IT these circumstances 
it appears logical to me that the places to hide out unobserved 
is not in a tourist .camp • w . . . 

'If t was seeking the full cooperation of more of the camp 

owners* to detect the small percentage ef the crimijmls thjt stop 
at camps I do hot beleive that I would kick them in the shins or 
blast 'them with an lanfhir and unjust attack su ch a s y our article 
but would use a little Dale Carnegie on them instead. ( Winning 
friends and Influencing People ) „ ----- 

It seems tb me that you "owe the many respectable Tourist Camp 
or Motor Court Owners an apology . 


Sincerely 


irs. 


Chandler” 


lilb&hOL. 

j.1 laha a sei'e & u t © Court 
\ Tallahassee “Florida 

Copies t© " ^ 

; iJditbr of the American llagfci'zine 
^Tourist Court Journal of Temple, Texas 
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Hr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 Uorth Lnltcviet? Drive 
Sebring, Florida 


Dear Ryleys •, 

For your information I ari trails- . ' 

sitting herewith a copy of a communication : 

dated January 9th, fron Air. Gilbert s. Chancier, 
Tallahassee Auto Court, Tallahassee, Florida, • 
relative to the. article in the February issue 
of the American Magazine, concerning tourist 
camps. A copy of my reply to Mr. Chandler is 
also enclosed. 

■ ■ . ' . . . . . ■ , ■ ,! 

Uith best wishes, as always. 

Cordially, /V •: •' • . 


Mr. To IftOn 
Mr. Nathan 


Mr. S. A. Tamm . 
BBr. Cl OQt . 

Mr'. Ladd 


Mr. Co f for 
Mi ., Esan 


Mr. G levin _ < 

Mr. Crawl 

Mr. Hartoo - 
Mr. Letter 


Mr. Hendon _ 
Mr, Nlchot* ■ 

far. Rooen 

Mr. Sear* 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 


MIm Onndy < 


Enclosures 


i ' ’ »• 


y ■/' 




< •• 


j ■% a ° 


J, Edgar Hoover. 





t 


•A V 

2L 


. P'W, • ; . .]■ - 

- 5 ’■ FT.r-R.V-- £''Jf!.a:i p? uw&iYtfl; nw : ; •• *< ... 
" 'I ^ ;*.tsr.Crt . : . 
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jmmdry 17, 1940 


- fir .' 'Sumer Blossom ' 
‘ Editor 

. American [lagssine . 

: 250 Per:: Avenue 
tiee' York City 


Pour Sloans 


/ - ' . 

For your Information I -dev tTana- 
aitting herewith a copy of a cocnnni cation • 

dated January ’9th, fron Hr. Gilbert s. Cliandlor, 
Tallahassee Auto Court, Tallahassee, Florida, 
relative to the article in the February ieauo ' 
of the- American clagacino, concerning tourist- • - 
camps. A copy of ray reply to fir* Chandler is' 
also enclosed* •; 

tfith best wishes, . 

' Cordifilly, 


Enclosures 


JY Edgar. Hoover 


htR£ 


■1 te.fi {-?. r ;j , 




; " rcDc^^t-nu^U Or* 

l| * U.Oi D^-PAJH Vdf i’kiw *■ 


.Dftit 


• / \ 



Mr. Quinn Tamm 


rsv 
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\ll INF0Rr,1ATlS<OTft' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
)ATE_£-i • -Wl ' 

Name 



E AUTO COURT 

HASSEE, FLORIDA 

GISTRATION 




Street, 


City 

o L±lk 


License Number, 
Date). 


jLe '—L^X 


-Make of Car.../|^ 


S*T, - 5 f~ 


_No. in party Cottage No X 


Payment Received by_ 




_Amount_ 


2, So 


What influenced you to stop here?- 


H 1 0930 








n 

TALLAHASSEE AUTO COURT. Inside City Limits. S 
on U. S. 90 and 2 7. at 1600-1600 N. Monroe St. On Lake o 
Ella. Stucco, Rock, Brick and Marble Cottages. Steam Heat. 

Tile Baths, Beautyrest Mattresses, Venetian Blinds. Double 
cross ventilation. Spacious shady lawn. Exclusively for 
Travelers. Telephone and Western Union Service. No 
mosquitoes. 

A.A.A. — MEMBER — U.M.C. 









POST CARD 


DATE^££V BYto ^ 


LAKE ELLA MOTOR COURT 

, 20 New' Individual Rock a n d Marble Veneer 

• Cottages. Private Tile Ba * hs ' ® e0 ^ rest ^“« 

tiesseV: Venetian Blinds. Double Cross Venti- 
lation. On a Beautiful Shady Site. Facng Lake 
Ella. Inside City - l Mile from Business Section. 

Tallahassee, fla. 





• ■ 
Jit..,-' •> 


« 


f 
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. . . . .. # 




' T ,'05^5i 4 . 


car. To toon. ' _ 

mr. Motlwo 

R 3 r . S . -A. Toman 
kjt. cioffa_ ; 

Mr.’ Ladd 


Rflr. Coffey 
Mr. KBon _ 
Mr. Otcvln 
Mr. Crowl 
Mr. Horbo 


. car. Le»tor 


Mr. Hondpn - 
Mr. Nichole 
Mr. Ro»en ^ 
Mr. fieoro 


k, 


. Mr. Quinn T»mm _ 
Or. Tracy » 


Gandy 



Billy'Driggs .• 

. v'-X'-; 'Pr&eide.tit, 

Colorado Hotel Ac oociatipn . 

' v Oliri Hotel ' , u 

"■ Penuer, Colorado: ' \ 


'Peer . Ifrh Briggbs ' "X -y : . 

•; • -f-.&toh to aclfhoipXedge ’receipt of 

your letter dated January 8, 2840 , With . 
rc ticc 15c? ££# ertic 2c $ J Cczips oj* Cri, & ^ 
which ^appeared, in ike February is bug of 
the American magazi ne * ; • , A . •/ r -ff; 

; ■•:' 'y ffith' reference to your desire to 

secure, copies of the article, 9 

'• ©uoocaf that you communicate with ur-* manner, 
Slops an*, the Editor of ike American ug gazine, 
I am surd that you will find 'Hr e B lossom . 
y@T*'y cooperative ^ . v ;• --x \ : 

... .uith best -withe &, and- IsSnd- regards, 
V';'X: ; /• Cincercly 'yourQ,:' "■ A ". 

V v;' . ,v ;; Edger HOOT'S^ 
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O^icet* — 1940 

PRESIDENT 

W. T. “BILLY" BRIGGS 
Olin hotel 
Denver. Colorado 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 
I. F. BEAUCHAMP 
Columbian Hotel 

TRINIDAD, COLORADO 
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 
EDWIN F. WELZ 

BROOK FOREST INN 
Brook Forest. Colo. 

SECRETARY-TREASURER 
JOHN L. McCAFFERY 
Cory Hotel 
Denver. Colorado 

seroeant-at-arms 
BILL MUNNINGS 

Colorado Hotel greeters 
guide 

Denver. Colorado 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

E. L. MAY. JR. 

Congress Hotel 
Pueblo. Colorado 

I. F. BEAUCHAMP 
Columbian Hotel 
Trinidad, Colorado 

BRADBURY B. MORSE 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Denver. Colorado 

J. BINGHAM MORRIS 
Brown palace hotel 
Denver, Colorado 

CHANDLER W. POST 
Armstrong Hotel 
Fort Collins. Colorado 

J. EDGAR SMITH 

SHIRLEY-SAVOY hotel 
Denver. Colorado 

W. T. “BILLY" BRIGGS 
Olin Hotel 
Denver, Colorado 


RESORT COMMITTEE 

E. E. NICHOLS. CHAIRMAN 
Cliff House 
Manitou. Colorado 

NORMAN A. DUNHAM. SEC‘Y 
Stanley Hotel 
Estes Park. Colorado 

JULIA HOLZWORTH 
Holzwarth Ranch 
Grand Lake. Colorado 

FRANK KISTLER 
Colorado hotel 
Glenwood Springs, Colo. 

GORDON MACE 
Baldpate Inn 
Estes Park. Colorado 

MRS. JOE MILLS 
The Crags 

Estes Park. Colorado 

JOHN PAULSON 
Grandview Hotel 
Manitou. Colorado 

ED. WELZ 

Brook forest inn 
Brook Forest, Colorado 


C^aL 


da 
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AFFILIATED WITH 

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOTEL ASSOCIATION 
THE AMERICAN HOTEL ASSOCIATION 


OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
W. T. “BILLY" BRIGGS 
OLIN HOTEL. DENVER. COLORADO 


January 8, 1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
lO? fa Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

' ' J, 


J Dear Sir; 


$ 

■‘I 

it 


I have read your article, ivCam ps of 
in the February issue of th^pAmerican magazine^, 
great deal of interest. 


Mr. ToIcon.J 
Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. E. A. Tspri. 

Mr. CIeg£..l 

Mr. Ladd.. 8.... 
Mr, CoJOfey . J 

Mr. "Span § 

Mr. Glavin . 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Lester . 

Mr. Hendon jj 
Mr. Mclntirc# 

Mr. Nichole. 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Quinn Ta 
Tour Room . 

Mr. Tracy . 

Mise Gandy...].. 

Due 


I will appreciate yovu^ advising me if 
copies of the anmicle can be obtained to circulate to 
members of our]l( Stat e Legislature .feot pl ^ Aaso- Ci at jon . 
and local police authorities. Approximat ely three^hun- 
dred copies are desired. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

“ily yours/ 



STOP 



WTB/mb ., 

5ft 




/ — / V e 


RECOGNIZED HOT 
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Attorney for. 'Auto Court protests 
article concerning auto camps as crime 

. C CLTfl Jp S • 


Asks for appointment with Mr. Hoover 
for Mr.^Verberg, operator of the Brown's 
Auto Court in Stafford , Va. rn 

IPVlI INFORMATION CONTMNtO 

/ * ..rnClM-K UHCLASSifltp^ ,,/JLa * 










LBm.'MZ'J: 




] -A '. ' • Jc n itary : 0, 



r. : " a- .V.;, . ' ; ;> >. 


ipfOf :f:. 




James 'Ashby f Jr 



Peoples Ban !. r Building 
/Stafford , V. i rgi n id' '■’■ 





Dear Ur„ ’.Ashby's -.A: 

JtiGSiiuc h .as hr e Hoover isfajtst . .• ((fj 
of the city and' his^retu pi. is rather / .. • > V; , 

indefinites l' mated to achnoxoledge: receipt;. 
of your letter dated January 3,:.'1940<>:f; ■ ,;ff ': 'iff -Ah 

... *■ V, ;. In the event ' that fr „ .for berg- ,'ff- '-‘'f'-'f 

and you are in laoHington any tine in ;-the f y-. 

■near future, -.if is suggested that you call;' ■■.''•'If' ; 
upon Inspector L 0 3 0 . .iHchols,- one of IJr 0 .} y.,,y'/, : . . 

Hoover's Adnini strati yciAsii stents, who will,'},- } 
be glad to ciscusS the'- subject .natter o f ' ' f • 

your letter wi th you 9 ■ ■, ;; ■ v v r /V . .. r-f'fl: • V '< 





a }. L*> 





A 


James Ashby, Jr. 

^ATrORNEY'AT ; 'IrAW 

Peoples Bank Buildino 

Stafford, Viroinia 



January 3, 1940 


Eon. 1. Edgar Hoover 
U. S.. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sirf 


Jt 


3S& 

a 


Mr. ToVson- 

Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. E- A- Tp 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd.---- 

Mr. Coffey 

'Mr. Egan..-- 

•Mr. Glavih 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Lester -■ 

Mr. Hendon.— 
Mr. M'elrYire .yY- 

Mr. Ni^Kols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. <Vuinn ^amm 
Touir-iloom v:: - - - 

| Mr, 'Tracy 

Mii&i Gab'dy 


I am writing you this /letter at the request of Mr. 
Lj\ v Ve r.be rg who operates theW'Brown * s Auto Court, in my 
County regarding an article written "by you entitled iPCrime 
Camps"' to be published in the February issue of one of the 
nationally prominent magazines. 

/ The question which always arises is* WhWmust the 

IpTourist Camp be singled out anymore than the JflShyster' 
Hotel? 



Mr. Verberg is a member of the ^associated United 

Mo tor Courts, Inc, which has cleaned up all the Courts in 

the Association, and the association has prevented just 

such incidents as your article mentions in the smaller 

camps. RECORDED & INDEXED . ^ ( 2,0 £ 

Regarding the latter Mr. Verberg tenders you an 

invitation to a meeting of the Association ,or requests ;d 

an appointment, either at your convenience, to ' exchange > 

£ 

views and profit by your able suggestions and criticisms.^ 

' 

Please let me hear from you.as soon as possible. . j ** 





James Ashby, Jr. 

Attorney at Law 


Peoples Bank Buildino 

Stafford, Virginia- 


Yours very truly. 



fees Aghby, Jr 



• . % 
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. , :'•••• y • 'yy . ; - .•• • '/ y . " ■ . •. .7 • \ 

'• January 16, 1040 • : 


Hr. Subnet* .SGLoesea 
Editor •' ;• .. • 

ESiOricrn :?y;uaine 
250 Par?: Avemo 
13oiV Yorb City 




Boar Blossj -y 

•i for font information. I ip trmasitr- 

ting herewith a copy of a communication doted 
January. 9th, Proa Sr. J. L. Sanford, Haneses* , • 
Cotton Boll Court, Clark.acla.lo, Hisaioeippl, 
relative to the article in- tho American LJaga- 
sins concerning tourist coiape. A copy of ay 
reply to, Hr. Sanford it; also enclosed. 

. UtK best oiahes, . . . 





HN : VH ' • ' . BEST COPY AVAILABLE • 

94-3-4-20-542 , . ' ... . T-'.. ' .4 . . ; . ' - • 
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J» 1/4 fciiford .< .■ ii : (a ' 

Cotton Boll 'Court r OiUtAn ' ' ■ r C\V\ v*^-o \i k \o^M 

CiprSse&la, Misoiesippi 

Wear ily* ■ 

1 have; yc*i* eos^icufcSea of vn&uoyy 9tU» ralobivo ba : th© 
article in the IV&suury iscuo of the -teoricna Magcuiiao* rtrforriag to ' 
■tcurlet capipc* • I appreciate your action in foKarvins to do & Sxexiz 
'. onf&esoiou ©i your viobs relatives . to tho nrticla in ruontictu 

X tju> 'surprised- to roNi your statement thc.$ yea fee 1 this 
. o-rtielo trill hevp. a tinging offset freo thev st?mrVw>int of yourralf an4 
other uoter court propriotoro ciso nr© operating- 1*» cn entirely lojiti- ' 

’. Kate, 1 cm chilling ixtmor.* Xw feet, X fool thet the- logiti-auto tour let 
coKpua fenv© not only not been teeged, ' hut the article in ^uoetioa has 
'. boos end t. ill bs of benefit to .thssa* 

Esy X point out that c reading of th© urttolo. trill disclose a 
'very definite etatcKssnt to the effect thtt there. are reputable 'eeiapa 
cooratsil in an off ieieni, •• decant misacr 1$y buainsse xacn of rocM^hic^’ 

•• integrity* One ruotutioa, for iaGtnnce,. is “Of courco, there cro hunT~ .••■-. 
rods of. tourist c&sns run by hoaost, alert, civic-nin<^ed persoflo ^Ho 
htivo cade heavy inyeotacats in this nes? IsisSaoes# ' fo then©, tUo IMdortil ; . 
Bureau of. Xaveoti^Tition extend r. its grtititad© for their •tholehou’tai ' 

-i ecoperutioa in tho enpturo .of feadly tamisd fujitivoos»“ I do not- neo hen 

1 qqu2.i1 have bean nora explicit In recognising the cs-notruotivsly. ain&ed ' • 
por nehs -£>ho operate legitiante aeon©. T lay J ulep call "your attention 
■ to a atetosaont in the aauo article- to the offset that “Lst . .^^nferijc&wnt, 
gor ging in con junction with -the centre' of hoaent ectcblichr.sntt*, h^e ■& 

- uof lni.to . rooponeibility to oufclatf-tho raaeged© tourist canp*^' 

- etetcaont in the heyaoto ©f the entires article* . ’ . ^ '-3 ^ . 

- • ’• . .. ■ ; • • •• T T''*?? • 


f %o the 'X'ppiiictto, 
to elistiante frorj- i 


or' voestiescj tho 'csrifii* 


“Tsnlly inellno4 tUceradit upon dc.<scn^i 

r-ctfeishao-Hsot only s2e$pait* %% j;in»-noiel less. Cert^ln^y ?<^t£gvo _ 
yth.'-.t. to- coll ettoatipu. *e. aro ssdt cnly .umloolyobj^, . but 

■' . ' • •• : '. > ,\ t . 


m i < 134P 



r ZDL^i\- l’)' 1;:.3 n; ! '^biiu-bbs,.. 



* • • # 


Ur.. J. L* Sanford , -2- 1/16/40 


detriments! to- morals and' law and order in general, is rendering - a 
service to those engaged in legitimate industry and constitutes a duty 
that I owe, as s lan enforcement executive, to the country at large, as 
trail' as to those engaged in any specific vocation. , 

All organizations- — lau enforcement, industri al , coranercial, 
agricultural--have in their ranks persons who bring discredit upon. worthy 
callings. I can think of no. greater benefit to those interested in the 
real success of these callings, than to as clearly .cod accurately as 
possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and 
detrimental* . This I have endeavored to do in 'the Article in. the, inericart 
Magazine.. ' . \ ■ • 

. Very truly yours, 

• J„ Edgar Hoover ' - 

• , • . ' John- Edgar Hoover }■ , 

Director ; .• ’• ; ' '■ 
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Jan. 9, 1940. 

i - 

\rJ J. Edgar Hoover 
v n . V F.B .1 .Agent 
J( /Washington , l^C. 

^ Dear Sir; . / O 

l\,/ave just read your article in the American Magazine 
V oonoerni ngj frouri st Courts and am surprised that you would cover 
/so much territory without thinking how many legitimate Courts you 
^are damaging. 

I operate one of the most modern and up to date Courts 
in the entire United States. This Court is only 14 months old 


I Mr. .Nathan ...V 
Mr. E. A. Tamil 

Mr- Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 


| Mr. Harbo 

I Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mclntire 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Quinn Tama 
Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 

t Miss Gandy 


and our reputation is very widely known. Our guests are peoole 
of the higher class, both tourists and comraercialfpur Court has 
every convenience of the very nicest Hotels plus a' garage adjoin- 
ing which has no doors to hide a car from the public. I earnestly 
believe if you would investigate some of the nicer Courts you 
would see your error in condemning all Courts. 


Very truly yours, 
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23 r*.S»* V. Conrath 

take. Wales Cft&ribor of Ceanarco 

Lake <'.'oloo, Florida •■, : .. 


Saar Sir* 
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I Mvo your ctermhnication of January 10th, relative to tbo 
article la tho February iosuo of iho fijasriccr i tlug&uinc:, referring to 
tourist camps* I ©pprseinta your, notion in foreardinc to a© n -frank 
expression of your vie®® relative to the article in. .question* 

1 t;33 surprised to rend your statement that you fool this 
article my be 4aj.uri.cao to the operators of legitimate teariot ecspsy 
la Sect, I feel that the ■legitims to tourist ccr&so havo sot only not 
been dwa&god, but the article. in ...ueotion hey. bean wad be of 
benefit to tb©a* _ . .. ^ 

•• May I point oat that a rs?xliuc of the article Gill ciisolcSe a • 
vary definite statement to tfeo effect th©£ there cro reputable e«ap&'' 
operated ia an efficient, decent nsaastar -by business row, of rsco, -prised 
integrity# One •;uot‘-tien, for insto&eo, 4s 8 0f course, thoi'a -are huad- 
red® of tourist cocas run. by honest, alert, civics inded ^orsosp cfeo 
h&Ve sad© heavy investments In. ih is sot? bucloass. .'to these, .the. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. eartendo its gratitude for their- wkoXahedritwi .' 

■ cooperation in the capture- of badly 'ranted fugitives.® 1 do not. pso-how- 
1 could have been core explicit- £h recognising the Constructively minded 
'per son® who operate logitiiiata cstws. ?!ny-X also call your attention 
'to a statenoct in the cane article to the effect that 9 hso Enforcsnent, . 
“working in conjunction with- the owners ' of honost ©otcblioiascfttc* bus a 
“definite responsibility to outlaw tho ronogada tourist c;-yaj>* ,r; 5&© latter' 
"Statement 1c tho keynote of the entire article. - . , 

- - . _ I ; sa Of the positive opinion tftnb nothing is of treat or benefit • 

-to the legitimate, high-esieded, efficient nanbors ©f eny organisation then 
-to -'clioinato, frea those organisations or vocations the unworthy or crlai- 
-ndlly inclined individuals who bring discredit upon docent, lav; abiding 
-cltl 2 onc~ 30 t o nly discredit, but financial loan# Certainly £ believe 
-that ^.^i^^tihntipii^^-onGitions which 'arc not only undesirable, but ■ 
^otrlffibiiml'' 'to dofal-b iisiSfy^pr? and ©rdor In general* .ip rendering a 
jseryiv& t^'tbobC 03 s ggged i?Jj Xesitivvfcs industry oa& constitutes d duty 

I jk 23 ;240, .i,-i y .['‘'A 'n / T' 
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that t q we/'iss- a law enforcement okscutlve, to tho country at large, as 
well as to those engaged in. any specific vocation. 1 / • . 

. • 411 organisations— law enforcement, industrial, coisnsrcial,,' • 

agricultural— hove in their ranks persons who bring discredit upon, worthy 
callings. I can think of.no greater benefit to those interested in the 
real success of these callings than to sa clearly and accurately as 
possible depict. tbs conditions which are obviously undesirable and detri- 
. mental.. fills I have endeavored to do in the article ia the Americas 
Mag&sine. ' 

' ■■‘I assure you it is not my desire to bars any individual except 

those engaged in practices detrimental to. law and. order. : 

1 _••• . '•' Very truly yours, 

Edgar Hooves? . 

John Edgar hoover • 

Mrechor 


CC-Courtney Ryle.y Cooper and 

Sumner Blossom (under separate cover) 
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[ Mr- Clegg — 

| Mr. Ladd — 

| Mr. Coffey 
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Mr. Glavin . 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dea/ Sir: 

O 

In the February issue of the American 
article which was written by you a~hcl is entitled 
. ! Camps of Grime", ahas come to my attention. After 
read.ing"TTrrs article I am inclined to think the sub- 
ject matter has been over emphasized, and that ■'you 
have picked out isolated cases where evil practices 
are carried on. 


I Mr. Lester — 

f Mr. Hendon 

I Mr. Mclntire — 


Mr. Nichols - 


| v.It. Rosen 

I Y&r. Quinn Tamm,-. 
i 'lour Room — 

5 Mr. Iracy 

Miss Gandy - 




Ringing *&ower 
. at Lake 'Wales 


There are a large number of operators who have 
invested considerable money in these cottage camps in 
order to earn a living and are attenptirrc to operate 
them in a clean and lawful manner. . Youiff article, , which 
was well written, might prove injurious l;o these legi- 
timate operators, while it would not of ILtself prove 
of much value in eliminating such practices as you men- 
tioned. 

We have two very nice camps here in pur community , 
and have not had occasion to connect them up with any 
criminal element at any time. I am moved to register 
this protest on behalf of the legitimate operators 
against your article , and feel sure that in some way 
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Boar Blass* •, ■ ' . . 

• For your isforaatiea .1 'w. tifenaait- 
ting herewith <•• copy of e, eor^mnication dated 
Januftry' 10th, froo Sir. C. Ediaiuid 4'orth, Tenpa 
Auto Haven 9 Tc^pc, . Florida, roXctivo to the 
article in tho AQorieaa ticgariao concerning . 
tourist eaupa. A copy of say reply to Hr. Uorth 
io. also . oaclpoad* : . 

\/ ■ . "t'ith hsst voichos', 

• Cordially, . ■; 
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tk*. 0« E&su»S Corill 
Auto Bowen 

Peat Office 3c:; 13GQ 
’fespa, Florid a 


Dear t£r* Forth t 


tfewyfcsry 17, • 1940 



2 have jour ecrmuniee.iiOT'i of Jcmuary iOto, relative to to© 
article to toe February toeus of too Ancrlcc-a £&gaclae, referring to 
tourist oc 2 $p?;# 1 doaire to toenk you for tho tM&aettfotory cf^roesioa© 
tootaisiod to the coccmd ^.rasra-^* Of your lottos*, end nleo for too.fns.nl: 
axxseootixim of yoajr vieso relative to . tbs artido in <ja cotton* 

Tear .<n*s7»?tccd’ to res.il yw' ototsasat toot pcA fool that tho 
effect of this ortlelo on to© »is$ of too untrained rector redd be im-lo* 
oirafelo free. toe stswX^otot of y&zztwlf uu& other actor court proprietors 
vho • ere 'operattog in <su entirely Ic^itin&feo, lot? abiding otnacr, to 
fact, X fed that too lo^itin&to toarit;fc coepo have rat only not bean 
tJEEiacefi, hut too article to Huoattoa hi:o boon end dll bo of besiofit to* 
them* : 
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Mr. Nathan 
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tisfy I point oat that & ire&ding of too article aill dicelos© 
a very definite ototemeni to- the effect tJv*i there ore raputod© easpc 
.operated in f*a efficient, -'docent eomios* by buefrtses ran of recognised 4 
integrity* Oae ^notation, for instance, to ♦‘Of course, there are ftsm&r;. 
-redo of tourist cos^fi run by honest, dart, civie«-3iMcd poreoaa. :;Ho . : T - 
■fcnvo raede heavy iavoatraants in this ’not? business* to theon, toe Sfedersi 
Serena of Itovostlipbioa extends its .'gratitude for tool? cUdefeecrtefr 4%§P 
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-oration to. too capture of tody, wonted - fugitives* 13 I. do not see heu lf.£. 
seuM hove been rare? ospEUctt In recognising 'to© constructively. oibdsdl? 
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«r. c..w — , — ijexojflas vjfco operate, legiiieatb eemps* liny X-clno call your Gfcton&toa to 

_ a-otctcront to too eoao article to the effect that 0 tG?> Enforcement, '-" • 
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—definite rospcooiMlity. to o uilsi? too roas^ssdo toarlot onap** She let- . 
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than to eliminate from these organisations or vocations the unworthy or 
' criminally inclined individuals who bring discredit upon decent, law 
abiding citizens— not only discredit, but financial loss. Certainly I 
believe that to call attention to conditions which are not only unde- 
‘ . sirable, but detrimental to morals and law ana order in general, is 

rendering a Service to those engaged in legitimate industry and consti- 
tutes a duty that I owe, as a law enforcement executive, to the country 
at large, as well as to those engaged in any specific vocation# 

All organizations — -law enforcement, industrial, commercial, 
agricultural— -have in their ranks persons who bring discredit upon 
worthy callings. I can think of no greater benefit to those interested 
in the real success of these callings than to as clearly end accurately . 
as possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and 
detrimental. This I have endeavored to do in the article in the American 
Magazine. 

You are correct in your assumption that it has not been and 
will not be pay intention to condemn any high-class motor court, any more 
than I would condemn a high-class hotel or any other high-class, law 
abiding, properly . functioning unit of any profession or commercial enter- 
prise. 1 ■ "/ ; 

.Sincerely yours, 

• , , it * ' ’ • _ ■ • . * ■ ‘ , 

flfV Edgar Hoover ■ ' . ; . 

■ John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

r. Toiaon ^ . * ' “ ’ ’ . . , i'’ ‘ 
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r. Hendon ' ; . ~ ’ < ■ , 
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r. Trocy . . 
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Box 15Q0 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 
January 10, 1940 

2 We hava/ead with a great deal of interest your 

'N v ; article enti tie cmK c amps of Crime* 1 appearing in the February 
issue of the 0 American Magazine. 


Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C • 

Dear Sir: / 




The Federal Bureau of Investigation under your 
leadership has earned the confidence and respect of the 
public. This confidence and respect we share. Because of 
it we are sure that the factual basis of the article is ac- 
curate. We also know that because of the haphazard methods 
employed in many camps it is difficult, if not impossible, 
to identify the guests from any sufficient registration. 

And we can appreciate how this has, at times, embarrassed 
the activities of law enforcement officers. 

However, we greatly fear that the effect of the 
article on the mind of the untrained reader — and most 
readers are untrained --will be to lead him to believe 
that the lives and morals of himself and his family are 
in jeopardy if he should undertake to take advantage of 
the savings possible by the intelligent use of motor 
courts in his travels. 
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There are lawyers who are crooks, and doctors who 
are avaricious quacks. But you know, as well as we, that 
it would not only be unfair to the lawyers. and doctors but 
unfair to the public to damn all lawyers and all doctors 
because there are reprobates in their professions. We are 
sure that you did not intend by your article to damn motor 
courts as a class. But we are equally sure that most peo- 
ple who read the article will receive that impression. We 
believe that this has occurred because of the failure prop- 
erly to accent the fact -- and it is a fact -- that there 
are today two distinct classes of road- side cabin accommo- 
dations: The one of which our court is typical and the 

old-fashioned "tourist camp" which receives the principal 
discussion in your article. . 

In the high class court of today the tourist is 
safer than he is in any hotel. We have a facility for 
checking our incoming guests which the hotel does not have. 
Local people cannot register in our place for pleasure par- 
ties, simply by assuming fictitious names and fictitious 
addresses. By virtue of a code system in- our State license 
law, we know the minute we see their license tag whence 
they came. If it is within 100 miles the burden of proof 
is on them to prove the bona fides of their purpose. We 
have an opportunity to examine the contents of their auto- 
mobile before we rent accommodations. A crook's automobile 
can be loaded down with arms and ammunition and stolen 
property and the hotel desk clerk will never know it. 

But the manager of the motor court has an opportunity 
to examine the contents of the car and can kno w. 
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People who stop in hotels often check in fresh, 
having just cleaned up on a Pullman and ridden to the ho- 
tel in a taxicab; so the clerk cannot turn down travellers 
who appear too immaculate to be bona fide travellers mere* 
ly on this evidence. But before we rent a cabin we see 
the proposed guest in his car. And bona fide travellers 
can be easily distinguished by their personal appearance 
and the disorder of their vehicle from those who merely 
seek a hide-out. When a party registers in a hotel the 
clerk never sees but one member of the party bn their 
checking in. The man may register for his "wife” and 
half dozen other couples. The clerk cannot ask to exa- 
mine his proposed guests. In the motor court it is 
different. We rent no cabins except after we have first 
seen all the persons who are to occupy them. By personal 
appearance, discrepancies of age, desires to hide their 
faces and other actions on the part of prospective guests, 
we often determine that their mission is not that of a 
bona fide traveller. 

By reason of these advantages which the motor 
court possesses over the hotel we venture the assertion 
that the first-class hotels entertain many times more 
the number of public enemies than do first-class motor 
courts. And we are sure that the ratio of assignation 
parties to bona fide guests in your city first-class 
hotels is at least 10 to 1 entertained in your first 
class motor courts. 

But when you lump all road- side cabin accommoda- 
tions into one class and then draw a comparison between 
them and first-class hotels only you do us a further in- 
justice, for hotels, like road- side camps, are not of one 
class alone. In any city there are ten "hotels" located 
over grocery stores and saloons with from 5 to 25 rooms 
to every one of the type of hotels which you had in mind 
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apparently, In writing your article. If the first-class 
hotel is dupSdJsylthe criminal. of violence, several times 
to the motor courts’ once, and with the assignation party 
ten times to the motor courts’ once, these dumps passing 
under the names of hotels probably accommodate these 
criminals 100 times to once that they get into the proper- 
ly managed motor court. 

It would not have been fair to the carefully 
operated big hotels to have damned them for all the evils 
fostered by these lovyer bracket hostelries. Nor to have 
warned the public that they were taking their life, prop- 
erty and their reputation in their hands by stopping at a 
hotel because some of the places of business operating 
under the name of "hotel” were unsafe. We are sure you 
would not have done so because hotels are older institu- 
tions ; and you and your force have learned to distinguish 
more clearly between the reputable and the disreputable; 
and unconsciously you would have made the distinction 
and made it clearly. 

But it is equally unfair to classify all road- 
side cabin courts in one class. The error would not have 
occurred but for the fact that the industry is new. The 
human mind is slow to classify. ' By consistent advertise- 
ment the better motor courts have been endeavoring in the 
past five or ten years to educate the traveller to a 
realization that there were two classes of cabin courts; 
those built bona fide for, and catering exclusively to, 
the legitimate tourist; and those who were none too scru- 
pulous as to the sour.ce of their income. In the endeavor 
to do this, we have encouraged independent organizations, 
such as the American Automobile Association, to inspect 
and classify, you mention that they have done so and 
that they condemned many. But you do not mention that 
those which have been condemned are not shown on their 
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lists of courts which the traveller, is given at A. A. A. offices. 
We have also formed associations, of which United Motor Courts, 
with its Eastern, Central and Western Divisions, is the most 
outstanding, which maintain a more careful policing of its 
members than any association of hotels ever maintained, and 
whose standard for admission is higher than that set for 
any hotel association. But your article failed to tell the " 
public that with one of these guides in their hands they 
were safer by far from their neighbors than they could be 
in any hotel. 

Please do not misunderstand us. We recognize the 
existence of the evils pointed out in your article. The bet- 
ter motor courts suffer from their misconduct enough from 
careless classification without having their tendency so to 
do confirmed in high places.. With you we agree that more 
stringent legislation is needed to curb and regulate the dis- 
reputable places, to improve their sanitation, to require 
registration of all guests, to require the taking of license 
numbers of all cars (the better motor courts now do, and^ -ho- 
tels do not) and to punish the intentional renting of accom- 
modations for immoral purposes. Such legislation has always 
had the support of the better courts. But if the public is 
led to believe that the road- side cabin court is inherently 
a bad thing, such a public opinion will not tend to promote 
the kind of legislative reform which you know and we know is 
needed, but will tend rather to promote legislation for the 
purpose of restricting all highway accommodations. 

The motor court industry meets a vital need of 
the travelling public for first-class accommodations at 
more reasonable prices. If you have ever stopped in a 
first-class motor court you know that we can furnish you 
accommodations equivalent of those of the best hotel in 
any city at half the cost. We can furnish you these accom- 
modations on the highway where you do not have to waste 
hours of time getting into and out of congested city 
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traffic. We can furnish them to you so that you do not have 
to parade your wife and family through peacock’ s alley of 
critical loungers in order to get to your night's resting 
place. And because we can, the motor court industry has 
been steadily increasing at the expense of hotels. 

The automobile was invented nearly a half century 
ago. But the American public did not take to wheels until 
highways became national. And this has only been within 
the past decade. Since the American tourist has taken to 
wheels his demand for accommodations in the suburbs of our 
cities has been born by no desire of his to avoid the city 
because he fears its city policd, as you indicate in your 
article. These places are suburban usually because that 
is the most convenient place for the through traveller 
to stop. Because there may be a dive on the same road 
does not mean that the bona fide suburban court is any 
more a den of iniquity than would be your leading hotel 
because there was a gambling joint in the next block, — 
a situation which you know often exists. 

Using motor courts the thrifty American traveller 
can take his vacation at no more than half the expense for 
accommodations than if he stopped in leading urban hotels. 
One- third of our population each year takes vacations. In 
accommodating these 40 million people, of course a few 
black sheep are bound to become mingled with the flock. 

But it seems to us most illogical to assume that all the 
wool is black because there is an occasional sheep of that 
hue . 




Aotor Court 
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ALL NEW BRICK CABJfslS, EACH WITH TILED PRIVATE BATH. I NDI VI DOTl RADIO. 
GAS RADIANTFIRE HEATERS, BEAUTYREST MATTRESSES, ACE SPRINGS, ELECTRIC FAN. 
FREE ICE. PLENTY OF HOT WATER AND FOUR WAY VENTILATION. 

WARM IN WINTER. COOL IN SUMMER. 


Member 



Eastern Div. a 



ON U. S. 41 THREE MILES NORTH OF 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 
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We are sure that in editing the article for the 
American Magazine you had in mind the building of public 
sentiment; to encourage regulation and supervision of over- 
night stopping places. Unfortunately, the article has been 
so edited, however, that it does not seem to point to that 
end* We submit that there are as many cheap. hotels needing 
further regulation and supervision as there are cabin camps. 
We submit that the line of demarcation between the “dine and 
dance jook joint" and the modern motor court' is as well de- 
fined as is the lire of demarcation between the hotel and 
the urban assignation house. 

And we hope and believe that in your station you 
will wish, in a subsequent article, to make clear to the 
readers of the American Magazine that you recognize that 
distinction and that you do not intend to condemn the high 
class motor court any more than you would condemn the high 
class hotel. 

We write this in a conviction that the injustice 
which has been done to the motor court industry has been 
unintentional and unconscious. 

Yours very truly. 



k 
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*H3COEDED 


'■J«aw6*y 16* 1940 


Mr. roUon 
Or. Nathan 


Mr. C. A. Tamwi 
Wr . Cleffd __ _ 
Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Coftor 
M». Egan 


Ur. Olavln < 
Mr, Crow I 


Mr. Lector 


Mr, Hendon 
Mr. Nichols 


Mi . Roson 


Sr*- Court load Gilbert 
Secretary . 

Fulton County PX&aaing Cosaissioa 
and Board of Zoning Appeals 
.Atlanta,. Gear gits 


©ear Or. Gilbert* 





■ ■ ' I have your cosaiaicGtloa of January 9th, referring 

to, th© article in too February iosu© of toe Amorieca ESag©sin©, 
relative to tourist cenpo. 1 elco note copy of ordinance which 
has been accepted by. Pulton County for toe regulation of these 
eaapo in said County. 

I have read- thie ordinance with nuch interest end cm* 
of course, ia full accord tilth ray efforts on the port of planning ’ 
or coning consioslons to correct th© evils that ©rice in connection 
with th© activities of thoe© tourist eejapo which serve to create a 
. low enforcement problem. I feel certain that well planned cupor- • 
visory oetoo&o will not only serve. to eliminate tho evilly 
disposed ©cabers Of tMe' vocation end clean up too cesap© which 
require corrective action, but *111 at tho sea© tiao be a source 
•of benefit to the ccaps and as tor court© operated upon a Mgh-cl&oe, 
efficient, law abiding basic. • 

Vito regard to your Inquiry as to ©bother your office 
Eight obtain records of cases involving FBI invoDtigstlonc in 
Atlanta, Fulton, Cobb end ©eKalb Counties, I would cuggoct that 
you eoassuniento with JSr. '<?* Connor, the Special Agent in Charge 
Of the Bureau*© Atlanta Field ©1 vision, oboe© address is 501 Healoy 
Building* Atlanta, Georgia, with a vies to cccuriag iofomation 
’ concerning cay specific individuals you say have in mind. It will* 
of coarse, bo inpoooiblo for this Bureau, to search its files along.' 
county linos only. In other wordo* it would be accessory that c. 
specific naaes be oabaitted. •_ ? .. 

Assuring you of oy desire to cooperate alto you ia any 
matter pertaining to bettor, more efficient less enforcement, I an • - 

• O r 

. Sincerely yours, -£? 


O 

.ft 

V 

\ 

r\ 

\3 . 

& ■ 

— * 

3 \ 

v-» 

' i 

1 

% 


- 4 , 

o ^ 


^Jj 


~mt^i^e^^oy CO a p 0 |r i, ¥ 0 " linf! letter ’ but not ° £ 

r ** ^umner Blossom, Editor, 

American Magazine* 

(-s-under separate cover) 


Mr. c 

Mr. Quinn 
«*'• Tree* jlflp 
Miss Oandy 



■John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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f 



V..V*‘\7 'v ; . 


mTOK COUNTY FLAMING CO.'S’ISSION O': - '. 
*" <, 2ND- BOARD , OF ZONING APPEALS % ' ‘ ' ' ' • 

•Z . i’DLTON' COUNTY * 

' ATLANTA , ' GEORGIA 

• January '9th, 1940 ■ 


. • / A ■ ‘ ; 1 


Hon J, -Edgar Hoover* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Court of Justice Building 
Washington, -D. C. • ; : 

Deaf Sdr. Hoover* : •' , : 




ucqPIM ib y | “ ;U g X | c\ i,K 



^^WComtj:' planning ^CoiimissionV' are of the opinion there ■ ’ 

be something xn^the saying, "great ‘minds run in the^saiiie channel M v ; 
&e same^date the A merican magazine released your splendid article- 

County .accepted ; the ordinance which v/e recom- 
mended, one that would regulate these camps in Pulton County. 

Already vi 6 have had many inquiries from other’ cities in Georgia for ' 
copies^to be used in drafting similar ordinances. I am attaching a copy 
of thi , ordinance, primarily as a natter of informati on, but we would be. 

its^ffedtivenees 6 S ^ Jr - COIB?leirfc or criticia = 1 from you that v;ould improve 

In drafting this ordinance 17© tried to keep in mind the necessity of an ■ 

ttl0 .. tra,sli ”s against to,'. mi* 


we can exclude 


W; 

N. 

,«X 

. n 

. \ 

\£> 


M 


, . “ . . ^ V W J. * uauiiVi c 

world and against to-oral. practices. You will note th t N „ Wtti 
from operation -of tourist camps any person whose record is not satis- • 

hafifntVi! Placing Commission and to the County Commission, ^e also - " 
hah in mind providing character references- through registration ca-ds 
for enforcement agencies, such 'as F,B.I, «h C need records on tags tod ' 
rivers license tod movements from one point to another in a metropolitan 
•aroa. You wi a note 170 require specific inf option, on each .guest* mho 
regiatGr© at e&eh camp. ■ / 

In addition, it is our opinion emphasis- also oh- uld bo olaced- uoon the 
rapialy ^creasing number of semi-pormsnent residents who cccuoy vehicles 
in trailer comps. -.Therefore, we wrote into this, ordinance, ru ea and regii'la- 
tions that would protect - not only the moral and criminal phases but health 
tod general welfare. . . ; — — 

L'l n f r - 1 ! be ^ sslMa ** a ; 3 - Office 

jnat^hava been involved- in F.B.I,- investigations in Atltot^Fu^nSWil QSd'^EST^WJ. 
DeEalb counties. This inf omnt ion would be valuable t/usUn determining „ ai l ' ' 
whether or not. some tourist camp -operators should. W^srmitted to ’ 


K*> 

<23* 


to operate when *t may be they have been friends of "hot an 
; '■ KBOORDBD ‘INDEXED - 

Nith admiration- for the work of your department, I remain 
. .-• v •’ . . . Very truly yours,’ - 

-:'t ■ .. -;v -;l- - - . . , - : -V 

S: i 1 - ■ " : ' ^ 


JJSTtfE 
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ElOCEB®^ . 


January 16, 1940 



Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 North Lekevien Drive 
Sebring, Florida • 


Dear Ryley# 

For your information I an 
trenanittiag herewith a copy of a cooErunica- 
tion dated January 9th, from Sir. Courtland 
Gilbert, Secretary, Fulton County Flcnning 
Consdoelon and Board of Zoning Appeals, 
Atlanta, Georgia, relative to the article 
in the American flogaeino concerning tourist 
comps. Mr, Gilbert advises of an ordinance 
accepted by Fulton County for the regulation 
of these comps in said County. A copy of 
ay reply to Mr. Gilbert Is also enclosed* 

•$iih beet vriLehee, as always, 

, Cordially, 


. To icon ; 

. Ha than • 

. E. A* Tamm 
. C Ioffe • ' 

, Ladd 

cotroy __ 
Effan 

Cfavjn ' 
Crwwt . 
Mcrtoo . 

Lester 

Hendon 

Nichols ____ 

Rosen 

Scars 

Quinn Tamm 

(Vocy 

Gandy __ 


Enclosures 

(not necessary to .send copy of ordinance) 
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January 16, 1940 


Mr. Sumner Blossom 
Editor 

American Magazine 
250 Park Avenue 
Hew lork City 


Dear Blosst 





For your information I am 
transmitting herewith a copy of a communica- 
tion dated January 9th, from Hr. Courtland 
Gilbert, Secretary, Fulton County Planning 
Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals, 
Atlanta, Georgia, relative to the article 
in the February issue of the American - Magazine, 
concerning tourist camps. Hr. Gilbert advises 
of an ordinance accepted by Fulton County for 
the regulation of these camps in said County. 

A copy of toy reply to Hr. Gilbert is also 
enclosed. • 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 


-J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures 



.(.not necessary to send copy of ordinance) 
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Wr. Quinn Temm ' ,)\ 
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*r. Tracy 
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S have your c«smaieat£en of January 6th, referring 
to an article ia the February loose of tho Aeorteoa Hagaaiao,, 
entitled ®Gmp8 of Cria© 0 B 



Mr. Totion 
Mr. Mathan 


S was eurgrieed t® road your otatcacafc that you fool 
a great injustice has been doaa to tho legitimate tourist cewpo by 
this article Q lot mo emphatically say that I do not ogros 'with. youo 
X would suggest that a reading of tho article in question clicito 
vary dofiaito statements to the effect that there ore reputable 
coaps, operated is as efficient, docent ases©? by business Ben of 
rosognisod integrity# For Instanco, 1 nay quota, ®0f course, there 
are hundreds of tourist caays m by honest, cicrt, civie-niaded 
par sons who have aado heavy iavostkssto in this act? business# ( Io 
these, tho Federal Bureau of Investigation eslendo its gratitMo for 
their wholehearted cooperation in th® capture of badly wasted 
fugitives.)” £3ay % also coll your attention t© a statement ia tho 
article to the effect that, °£ac? Enforccncat, working is conjunction 
with the omors of honest establlshoeato, has a definite responsibility' 
to outlaw the renegade tourist ceapo 0 


Mi. K. A. Toimh 


c». cioffa 


Mr, Gottay 


Mr. Cflon 



1 aa of the positive opinion that nothing ie of greater 
benefit to the legitimate, higfe«=aiaded, efficient a embers of any 
orgonioatioa than to eUainate from ; tho so organisations or vocations 
the unworthy or criminally inclined individual a who bring dicer edit 
upon decent, law abiding eiticenc— °not only discredit, but financial 
loss# Certainly 2 believe that to call attention t© conditions which 
. oro not ©sly. undesirable, but detrimental to morals and law end order 
in general, is rendering a service to those engaged ia legitimate) 
industry cad conetituteo a duty that I ©we, as a law enforces cat 

as won as to thoao engaged ia 


Wr. Quinn Tamm 


61»oi Gorwty 


v\ v 


'K- 

W9AI B1I5C.V*; OF INVESTIGATION, 
t V!s. vw:&v:ur in'icrixa 
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Ml orgajaizatione—^law eaforcaasnt, industrial, eoasercial, 
agricultural— have In their ranks per cone who bring discredit upon 
worthy callings. I can think of no greater benefit to those interested 
in tile real success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately 
as poo tlble depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable arid 
detrimental, Side I have endeavored to do in the article in the 
American Magazine. 


Very truly your a. 


<Jo Edgar Eoovar’ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


R$r. To Ison ______________ 

Kr. KotFurn __________ 

Hr. IT. A. Tamm ° 

C3V. ClOgfi _____ ___ __ __ 

M». Ladd 

rar. Coffer . 

M». CCgon _ 

Kir. Olavln _ mmmmm ^ 

Mr. Crew! 

Mr. Horbo 

Mr. Looter __ __ __ __ 

Mr. Hendon ' 

Mr, Hlehols ~ 

Mr . Roton ... 

, . - ( l 

Mr. fioora ___ _______ _____ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Tracy 
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MARK RIGGS, Pres. 

' Cabana Colony 
Daytona *Beach, Florida 


JUDGE P. D. RICH) 1st Vice- Pres. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
B a inbridge, Georgia 

I. H. HASTON. 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

LEO MOODY, Sec'y-Treaa. 
Moody's Tourist Cottages 
Gulfport, Mississippi 




MEMBER 



EASTERN DIVISION 


Mr.^VV^n-J . \| ^ , 

; Mr. Naibcn -30ARD OF DIRECTORS 
I Mr. E. A. Tqt 

j*r.Cl«3«. * CHANDLER 

Tallahassee Auto Court 
: Mr. J>*d — Tallahassee, Florida 

! Mr. C^zy - 

G. P. GARDNER 
George- Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M. HIRSH. 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

CHALMERS D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
qrj. Jacksonville, Florida 

ROBT. C. STUART 
Bluebonnet Courts 
Houston, Texas 
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UNITED MOTOR C OURT 

EASTERN DIVISION, INC. 

' (FORMERLY T. C. O. A. ) |, 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OW N Eg 
affiliated with international motor court association 

GULFPORT. MISSISSIPPI 

WLlMFOR^TlOliTO^® 1940 

Mr* Jo Edgar Hoover - ■* aooicICD 

Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr. Hgover; 

i The writer has just read the article appearing in the February/ issue 
of The^ bnerican Magazine, under title ofjr Camps of Cri me”, written by 
you. I feel that a great injustice has Deeh _ done~to the' legitimate 
Tourist Courts, a business that is growing faster than almost any busi- 
ness 'of today* There are thousands and thousands of Tourist! Courts that 
are catering to the highest class of patronage with millions' of dollars 
invested. In your article you state there are some good Tourist Courts 
throughout the country, but one that has never patronized the Tourist 
Courts would gather -that a tourist would take a big chance at stopping 
in any of them, as the ralative small number of go od,, courts are far ex- 
ceeded by the bad ones. 
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¥ 
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I wish to call your attention to our organization, 1 United^ Motor Courts* 
This organization is divided into three separate Associations, riamely; 
Eastern, Central and Western Divisions. Courts only of highest stand- 
ing are admitted into our Association, and for your information I am 
enclosing one of our questionnaires that must be answered in full by 
all new applicants. I particularly call your attention to question 
(53) which is brought out in red ink, "Is the management diligent to 
see that his accommodations are not rented for any illegal or immoral 
purposes?" Also question (56), "Is liquor sold on the premises?" We 
do not accept any applicant where liquor is sold on the premises* 

We do not accept any applicant until after thorough investigation, and 
all applications are checked by a member of our Board of Directors, and 
answers to the questionnaire is thoroughly checked by our Board of Direc- 
tors. After an application has been received and accepted and we find 
that the member has violated the rules of our organization, no natter 
how large or fine their place, they are promptly dropped from United 
Motor Courts membership. I fully realize that the Tourist Courts in 
the North have not progressed as highly as they have in the South and-^ 
West on account of the climatic conditions, but the trend of today with 
: the traveling public has made such a demand for Tourist Courts accommo- 

y v( dations, that many fine courts with the most modern conveniences and 
\^\ /high type clientele are being erected in the North aft ^this time* 
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. ;* OFFICERS 


MARK RIGGS, Pres. 

' Cabana Colony 
Daytona Jleach, Florida 

JUDGE P. D. RICH, 1st Vice-Prea. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
B a inbridge, Qeorsria 


L H. HASTON, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

LEO MOODY, Sec*y-Treas. 
Moody's Tourist Cottages 
Gulfport, Mississippi 


Page 2- 

The day lias come when the traveling public ar'e~^s^opping more and more 
at Tourist Courts. I thoroughly agree wii^i ybu thfrt'-C.ojirts should be 
inspected by the law enforcement officefST'^E—beTleve th&^ you will, 
find that members of our organization will give you % 100% co-operation, 
in fact, we get more information on our guests than people in. siihilar 
line of business which harborrjust as many, or perhaps many times mere, 
the number of crooks and outlaws that you mentioned. The better class 
Courts require their guest to register and the court owners obtain the 
car license number, make of car, etc. which the crooks do not like so 
much information given, therefore, they will avoid the better-class 
Courts rather than stop at them. We realize there are many disrepu- 
table places that are disguising themselves under the names of ’’Tourist 
Camps”, and I wish you to know that United Motor Courtsrare willing to 
co-operate with you in every way possible to stamp out that class of 
business. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of Eastern Division, 

U nited Moto r Courts guide, also copy of Central and Western Divisions, 
iff ter carefully' going through these guides, you will note the high 
type courts that are listed there-in. 

We sincerely trust that before writing another article so detrimental 
to our fast growing industry that you will make a mare thorough invest! 
gation and give the courts that are striving to run their places on the 
\ up and up basis a break. The industry is growing fast, despite the 

many knocks we have gotten from many sources and I wish to repeat that 
we are 100% with you in trying to stamp out the undersireables. 
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EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED MOTOR COURTS 

EASTERN DIVISION. INC. 

(FORMERLY T. C. O. A. ) 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OWNERS 
affiliated with international motor court association 

GULFPORT. MISSISSIPPI 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

G- S. CHANDLER 
Tallahassee Auto Court 
■ Tallahassee, Florida 


G. P. GARDNER 
George-Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M. HIRSH 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

CHALMERS D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 

ROBT. C STUART 
Bluebonnet Courts 
Houston, Texas 


LM:BD 

Enclosure 


Yours very truly, 


Lec^Mood^L Secretary \ 
UNITED MOTOR COURTS, EASTERN DIVISION, 
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RETURN THIS COPY 


Application for Membership 


MEMBER 



A Non-Profit Organization 


□ Owner 

I, __ □ Manager 

(Name in Full) (Name of Court) 

Hereby make application for membership in t he above organization, and agree that should I be- 
come a member thereof I will at all times endeavor to further the interest of its members. 

I will distribute the Official Guide from my place of business, and by personal contact, direct 
Travelers to member Courts. 

I herewith tender the sum of $. to apply on membership dues for the period of one 

year, subject to the acceptance of my application by the membership committee. Membership in 
the Association be for one year renewable by Mu tual Consent. 

I further agree that should I fail to pay all du es levied by the association or fail to observe all 
of its by-laws and rules, I may be expelled from membership therein, and the listing of my place 
of business in its Official Guide may be removed therefrom. And my use of its Official Emblem 
will be discontinued, and all property of the Association in my possession will be returned to the 
Association. 

Signed: 

Title 

City State — . : Highway No. 

Mailing Address 

Number of 'Cottages Total Number Sleeping Rooms Total No. Beds 

Other information 1 


Proposed by Approved by 

Date : 


Membership Committee 


North of 


(City) 


.Miles. 


South of 


(City) 


Miles. 


East of 


(City) 


.Miles. 


West of 


(City) 



...Miles. 


*2 




(Over) 



KEEP THIS COPY 


Application for Membership 


MEMBER 



UNITED MOTOR COURTS, EASTERN DIVISION INC. 


A Non-Profit Organization 
□ Owner 

I, — □ Manager _ __ 

(Name in Full) (Name of Court) 

Hereby make application for membership in the above organization, and agree that should I be- 
come a member thereof I will at all times endeavor to further the interest of its members. 

I will distribute the Official Guide from my place of business, and by personal contact, direct 
Travelers to member Courts. 

I herewith tender the sum of $ — to apply on membership dues for the period of one 

year, subject to the acceptance of my application by the membership committee. Membership in 
the Association be for one year renewable by Mutual Consent. 

I further agree that should I fail to pay all dues levied by the association or fail to observe all. 
of its by-laws and rules, I may be expelled from membership therein, and the listing of my place 
of business in its Official Guide may be removed therefrom. And my use of its Official Emblem 
will be discontinued, and all property of the Association in my possession will be returned to the 
Association. 

Signed ' - 

Title • 


City State Highway No. 

Mailing Address — : 

Number of Cottages Total Number Sleeping Rooms Total No. Beds. 

Other information 


Proposed by 
Date 


North of 


South of 


East of 


Approved by 


Membership Committee 


(City) 

(City) 

TcTty) 


Miles. . 

- Miles. 

- Miles. 

Miles. 


West of 


(City) 
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United Motor Courts, Eastern Division, Inc. 

A Non-Profit Organization 



Name of Establishment 


Owner or Manager 

City State 

(Do Not Write In Above Space) ^ Mailing Address 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

O 


In accordance with a resolution adopted by the members of the Association, in convention assembled on May 11, 
1938, all members and all new applicants for membership are required to faithfully answer all questions herein con- 
tained, for the information, of the Board of. Directors in taking action thereon. 

City ' ; State ; Date 

Location of Establishment — 

1. Is it directly on the highway? . «... 1 

2. If not, how far from?...:. 

Construction of Buildings — 

3. Brick, stone or other solid material, how many? 

4. Stucco, frame or log, how many? : . 

5. Sealed or plastered walls, how many? 

6. Roofs covered with tile, slate or like material, how many? 

7. Roofs covered with wood shingles, composition roofing or other like material, how many? ; 

8. Are all buildings in a state of good repair? 

9. Are exteriors of buildings of attractive appearance? «•.. 

10. Are interiors clean and attractively papered, calcimined or painted? ... ‘ 

11. How many single cottages? 

12- How many double cottages? i — 

13. Total number of sleeping rooms : — ? 

14. Total number of beds - 

15. How many garages or car shelters? 

Cottages Equipment — 

16. Are all cottages equipped with private bath room including toilet, lavatory, and shower or tub bath? 

17. If not all so equipped, how many? 

18. How many are equipped with toilet and lavatory only? :. — 

19. How many are equipped with lavatory only? — 

20. Describe construction and condition of bathroom floors — ... 

21. Are all cottages equipped with running hot water? 

22. If not all so equipped, how many? ....... — — - 

23. Are all cottages well heated and ventilated? - : 

24. What kind of heat? If more than one type specify. 

25. Are cottages electrically lighted? 

26. Are cooking facilities provided? 

27. If so, in how many cottages? * .... * — 

Cottage Furnishings — 

28. Are all cottages furnished with comfortable beds? 

29. State how many have coil .springs or equipment of equal quality 

30. State how many have innerspring mattresses or equipment of equal quality — 

31. State how many have comfortable chairs - .. 

32. Are mirrors so placed as to be convenient for both men and women guests? 

33. Are clothes hooks and hangers conveniently placed? — : ... 

34. Are rooms equipped with bed and floor lamps? — 

35. Are electric fans provided? : — — 

36. Describe floor coverings 1 ' 

Service — 

& 

37. Is there a grocery in connection? 

38. Is there a lunch room in connection? -- — i - 

39. Is telephone service available? - - - — — 

40. Is telegraph service available?* i : 1— — 

41. Is guest mail handled? v — - - - - 

42 . Ary linena, towels -a.net iniliVidxreii soaps burnished? ..*. ; — 

43. Is ice water available? — - - 

44. Are laundiy and pressing facilities available? 

45. Is playground available? - — 

46. Are lawn games available? — .• 

Grounds — 

47. Is entrance attractive? - 

48. Are driveways hard and smooth? — 

49. Are .grounds attractively landscaped? - : 

Important — 

50. How long has establishment been in operation? ~ 

51. Give name of closest Association member .. :: 

52. Will official U. M. C. Guide be kept in each cottage and its use encouraged? 

53* Is the management diligent to see that his accommodations are not rented for any illegal or immoral 

54. ^Are all guests required to make complete registration, including name, address and automobile license number? 

55. Is there a dance hall in connection? : - .... 

56. Is Liquor sold on the premises? 





■ Leo^ Moody, Secretary , lifted Motor Courts , 
w GuIfporH:^ Mississippi , pjjtests article 
I in February*, issue of The American Magazine 
j under title of " Camps of Crime." He feels 
a great injustice has been done to the' 
legitimate Tourist Courts. He suggests 
a more * thorough investi gati on before 
another suck article is permitted to be 
publi shed . Advises he is 100 % with the 




AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 

UNITED MOTOR COURTS ^ 

- - EASTERN DIVI.SION. INC. Uj 

LEO MOODY. SEC. -TreaS. 

P. O. Box 202— GULFPORT. MISS. g-°) 






FOR 

^SURPASSINO, 

COMFORT 


ft 


Wm® 
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Washington, D. 




FOR SURPASSING COMFORT FOLLOW UNITED MOTOR COURTS FROM COAST TO 


E. DIVISION 



i \ 


* • 




HN:CSH . 
6Xx94-3-4-20-547 


January 19, 1940 


V 


X 


Hr. C. II. Clark 
v, Clark* a Motel 
i 3019 East Colorado Street 
Pasadena, California 


bear Sir; 

'5> ■ ' 



I em in receipt of a copy of your latter of January 10th* 
addressed to the Editor of the American hagaBine, relative to the article . 
appearing in the February issue entitled "Caaps of Crime." I wont also 
to acknowledge receipt of a copy of United Motor Courts guide, Restem 
Division* Incorporated. 

1 was surprised to read that you consider that courts of Hie 
typ© which you operate have been, damaged in cay manner whatsoever by the 
article in question. In fact, I feel that the legitimate tourist camps 
have not only not been damaged* . but the article in question has been and 
will >©. of benefit to them. 

£iay I point out that a reading of the article will disclose a 
very definite Statement to the effect that there are reputable camps 
operated in an efficient* decent manner by business men of recognized 
integrity. One quotation^ for instance, is °0f course, there ere hundreds 
of tourist camps run by honest* alert* civic-minded persons who have made 
heavy investments in this new business. To these, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation extends its gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation in 
Jthe capture of badly wanted fugitives." I do not see how I could have / 

-boon more explicit in recognizing the constructively minded persons who x 

|. a. Toff»«n ap orat.fi legitime to camps. Elay I. also call your attention to a statement 
in the seme article to the effect that "Law Enforcement, working in con- 
junction with the owners of honest establishments, has a definite 
responsibility to outlaw the renegade tourist camp." The latter statement 
is the keynote of the entire article. . r 

I am of the positive opinion that nothing is of greater benefit 
to the legitimate* .high-minded, efficient members of any organization than 
to eliminate from these organizations or vocations the unworthy or x 
criminally inclined individuals' who bring discredit upon decent, law ✓ 
abiding ci ti sens— hot 'only discredit, but financial loos. Certainly I 
“believe that to call attention to conditions which ere not only undesirable, 
“B5t and law and order in general, is rendering a 
"service to those engaged in legitimate industry and constitutes a duty 




— ttrat- 1 owe, es a: la® -enforcement, executive, to the country at large, as 
•k« 1 yih d Ll as to those engaged in any specific vocation. / . 

• x vu \ .;/•(*: <v .<- 1 A K 


.|Tu.. 9C. Courtney Hyley tCooper (under separate cover) 

. I. - ' Sumner Blossom J ». 

' ^ y ,'tu lEltffcjlitijyniV. i • ; ; • 








Mr. C. 13, Clark 


-2 - 


1/19/40 


All organisations — law enforcement, industrial, commercial, 
agricultural — have in their ranks persona who bring discredit upon , • 
worthy callings. I can think of no greater benefit to those interested 
in tho real success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately 
as possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable end 
detrimental. This X have endeavored to do in the. article in the American 
&agaaine* • 

Sith regard to your intimation that ulterior motives may 
havo governed the writing of this article, I can sinply say that this 
is entirely unworthy of the frank tenor of. the balance, of your letter. 

•' Very truly yours, 

, ; ■_ . <31 Edgar Hoover ■ . - 

John Edgar Hoover 
... Director 
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EMBECTOKS 
AB3HP 0EE1CEES 

C. N. CLARK 
President 
Clark’s Motel 
Pasadena, California 
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-HARRY M. HUGHES 
Vice-President 
Mt. Vernon Auto Motel 
/ San Bernardino, California 


t UNITE D, MO TOR CO URTS, Inc. 

WesterrTDivision ~ 

798 BAYSHORE HIGHWAY 
BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA 


o 


January 10, 19^0 


KEITH COBO 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Bayshore Motel 
798 Bayshore Highway 
Burlingame, California 


Iditor of American Magazine 
25 O Park Avenue 

York City, Hew York 


Arc. 


S. BOSQUET 
Motor Cour 
Pocatello, Idaho 

V LARRY GUEST 
/ jU/ Motel Merced 
t — ' Merced, California 

t C. L. SMITH 

Ocean Park Motor Court 
San/ Francisco, California 


Dear Sir: 




/ 


S3 E83BEBS 1HI11P 
COMMIWEE 


JAMES F. WILSON 
Gem Auto Court 
Sacramento, California 

H. R. KIBLER 


The article in the February iesue of your magagine by 
J. Edgar Hoover ent it lec ffiCata^ of Crime, is most unfair to 
the Motor Court Associations of America, who a re doing thier 
best to conduct their business on a high and reputable plane. 
It is unfair making it a thrilling detective story, telling 
the life history of a few bad people found in motor courts, 
when the same .situation is prevalent in other public hos- 
tel ries whether it be ^jartment , hotel, or motor court, and 
a situation over which the owners of these places have very 
little control. This article mentions again and again the 
tourist court, while the various tourist court associations 


Colon plrtianf. e <^S r n Court >^ave worked constantly to avoid all of the evils mentioned 
kenneth cardwell this article that might reveal the. type of people that 

(^rdwell’s Motor^ Court /seek shelter in them, when the same people have previously, 
STOVEHAR1BAUGH v still do, seek shelter in apartment houses and hotels, 

De Anza Motor Lodge 4 There is a state law that requires these travelers to give 
Albuquerque, New Mexico^ address and automobile number correctly. If 

* v.a party registers his name as John Doe you can be sure the 
U name is correct, and if the name is incorrect, it can be very 
2 easily checked, and a guest knowing this, if he is of the un- 
* desirable type, is not going to make the auto court his habi- 


AFEttLIATl 
ASSOCIATION 
BEPBES ENTATI V 


A. C. HANSON 
Traveler’s Motor Court 
Santa Barbara, Califorrv 


GEORGE E. ANDERSOl 
Anderson Motel 
Merced, California 

GEORGE LINDHOLM 
Utah Motor Park 
Salt Lake City, Utah 



tat ion. 

I am sure the officers of the law, whether city or county 
always feel free to phone or call personally f or any inf or- 
mat ion they desire, and these officers apj cuoye rated'’ TFIth ~ to 
the fullest extent in this work. j 0 - 


RECORDED &. INDEXED 



He motor court operators, as a group pTMveand 
king our places a real home for many thousands of ros 
people, that are touring America, Mexico and CaM'ds-P 
same day the February American was put on saie 1: 
big newspaper story telling of an §ll,00qUW-~je 
in one of the best approved hotels on the west coast, 
day previous a big hotel in an eastern c ity was bi 
There were many pecple burned to death while spec! 
by helpless to rescue them. I do not wish to condemn the 
hotel for these most unfortunate accidents, but I am again 
saying it is unfair to print such a story called "Camps of 
Crime. 0 >✓ 












UNITED- MOTOR COURTS, Inc. 

Western Division 


DIRECTORS 
AND OFFICERS 

C. N. CLARK 
President 
Clark’s Motel 
Pasadena, California 

HARRY M. HUGHES 
Vice-President 
Mt. Vernon Auto Motel 
San Bernardino, California 

KEITH COBO 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Bayshore Motel 
798 Bayshore Highway 
Burlingame, California ' 

C. S. BOSQUET 
Sunset Motor Court 
Pocatello, Idaho 

LARRY GUEST 
Motel Merced 
Merced, California 

C. L. SMITH 
Ocean Park Motor Court 
San Francisco, California 


798 BAYSHORE HIGHWAY 
BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA 

Editor— American Mag. -2- January 10, 19* 

I cannot help hut think there is some other dark shadow 
in the, background that has caused Mr. Hoover to have this 
story written, or he has not been correctly informed about 
the fine,, desirable, fast-growing tourist courts now catering 
to our great American tourist public, or the many associations 
such as, AAA-Western--dentral and* Eastern dcvisiohs of the 
United Motor Courts. Th,e northeastern Cabin Association and 
others, are making every possible effort to make the tourist 
court a clean desirable place for both the older and young . 
people to stay. , 


MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

JAMES F. WILSON 
Gem Auto Court 
Sacramento, California 

H. R. KIBLER 

Colonial Village Motor Court 
Portland, Oregon 


As the President of the Western Division of the' United 
Motor Courts, I wish to ask in the name of our association 
that you loin our efforts, to help us father than to condemn 
our entire industry because of the undesirable people that 
have chosen to hide their unfair practices under the good name 
of the tourist courts.. 


KENNETH CARDWELL 
Cardwell’s Motor Court 
San Diego, California 

STEVE HAMBAUGH » 

De Anza Motor Lodge 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 



AFFILIATED 

ASSOCIATION 

REPRESENTATIVES 

A. C. HANSON 
Traveler’s Motor Court 
Santa Barbara, California 

GEORGE E. ANDERSON. 
Anderson Motel 
Merced, California 


Copy. 

3?o American Magazine. 


GEORGE LINDHOLM 
Utah Motor Park 
Salt Lake City, Utah 






CLARK MOTEL, 3019 East Colorado St., PASADENA, 
CALIFORNIA. Bright roomy cottages and hotel rooms, 
each with private tile bath. Convenient to all points 
of interest in the Los Angeles district. Ten minutes 
to Santa Anita race track. 


THIS SIDE FOR MESSAGE 


Post 

CARD 


THIS SIDE FOR ADDRESS 


LITMO.I 




AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 


travelers Motor Court 

3230 HOLLISTER AVENUE 
SANTA BARBARA 
CALIFORNIA 



J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 


NOTICE 

GUESTS WISHING UNDELIVERED LETTERS 
RETURNED TO THEMSELVES USE THE 
FOLLOWING FORM. 

AFTER DAYS RETURN TO 


ADDRESS: 












COURTESY LIST U. M. C. EASTERN DIVISION 


INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS— HILLANDALE* DELUXE COTTAGES. 4402 
Madison Ave. So. city limits on U. S. 31. 

KENTUCKY 

BARDSTOWN— WILSON’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 31E-150. 

5 blks. No. public square on Main St. in city limits. 

BOWLING GREEN— LOG CABIN CAMP. U. S. 31-W. 3 Mi.* 
South at Lost River. * i 

ELIZABETHTOWN— BURNETT’S HOTEL AND MODERN 
-TOURIST COURT. At No. city limits U. S. 31-W. V. 
GLASGOW— DUTCH MILL VILLAGE. U. S. 31E. 30 Mi. East 
of Bowling Green, 85 Mi. No. of Nashville. 

HORSE CAVE— WIGWAM VILLAGE* No. *i. U. S. 31E, 68. 

3 ,Mi. ,E. of Horse Cave, 18 Mi. E. of Mammoth Cave, 14 
■ Mi.‘ No. of Glasgow; ' ‘ * 

LEXINGTON— LAKEVIEW COTTAGES. 12 Mi. So. at No. 

City limits of Nicholasville on U. S. 27. 

LEXINGTON— MAPLE REST COTTAGES. U. S. 25. Two Mi. 
South of city limits. 

STRUNK— SHELL GROVE CAMP. U. S. 27 on Kentucky- 
Tennessee border. 

LOUISIANA 

BATON ROUGE— BAILEY’S TOURIST INN. 2 Mi. East of 
city on Hwy’s 190 and 61. 

FRANKLIN— FRANKLIN TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 90, 
West side in city. 

LAFAYETTE— AZALEA COURT. U. S. 90. 841 St. John St. 
NEW ORLEANS— ARROW TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90, East 
city limits. 

NEW ORLEANS— DIXIE TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90. West 
on So. Claiborne Ave., near Huey P. Long bridge. 

NEW ORLEANS— HOLLYWOOD TOURIST COURT. U v S. 

90. 5Yz Mi. East from center of city. 

NEW ORLEANS— SHADY REST TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

90. 5 Mi. East of business section. 

NEW ORLEANS— TROPICAL TOURIST COURT. U; S. 90. 
41/2 Mi. East of center of city. 

SHREVEPORT— RIVERSIDE. TOURIST LODGES. V /2 blks. 
from Hwy 71. Five blks. from Hwy 80 just across river 
bridges from. down town. 

MISSISSIPPI 

COMO— COMO COURT. U: S/51. 40-Mi. So. of Memphis. 
GULFPORT— COLONIAL TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S, ,90., 
v * 5\Mi. East on beach. V 

GULFTORT— MOODY/S TOURIST COTTAGES. On beach in 
* city limits. 8 blks. West of P. 0. on U. S. 90. 

GULFPORT— PARADISE POINT. U. S. 90, three Mi. East. * 
HATTIESBURG— FORREST TOURIST COURT. 1 Mi. No. on 
’ Main St., Hwy 49. - 

LONG BEACH— J OH NSTON;S COTTAGES. l/ 2 blk-* No. U. $. 

90.. Turn No; ,aL Standard Station. Entrance first St. on left. 
ME RI DIAti— GRAH AMIS. _TlllJKISX^0.U^T -...U /Sl_JB0, .two 
.Mi. West. 

MERIDIAN— IRVIN MOTOR COURT. U. S. 80 and 11, one- 
half Mi. East. 

PASCAGOULA— PASCAGOULA MOTOR COURT. U. S. 90, 

Zz Mi. E. business section across from Fair Grounds. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

ASHEVILLE— FOSTER’S LOG CABIN COURT. U. S. 19-23- 
25-70. Five Mi. North. 

HENDERSONVILLE— TOWLES’ TOURIST COURT. U. S. 25. 
l|/ 2 Mi. So., 38 Mi. No. of Greenville, S. C. 

WINSTON-SALEM— WINSTON-SALEM TOURIST VILLAGE. 
Routes 158, 421. One Mi. E. of P. 0. on Greensboro Hwy. 

\ SOUTH CAROLINA 

BENNEJTSVILLE— PAT’S COTTAGE COURT. 5 Mi. So. on 
U. S. Hwy 15. 

SUMTER— POCALLA SPRINGS TOURIST- COURT. U. S. 15. 
Three Mi. South. 

WALTERBORO— LADY LAFAYETTE TOURIST COTTAGES. 
On U. S. 15A in the city. 

YEM ASS E E— L A N E’S/TO U R 1ST-’ .C 0 U RT ; U. S. *7r 54 .Mi. 
No. of Savannah, 102 Mi. So. of Sumter. 

TENNESSEE ' 

CHATTANOOGA— CHEROKEE COTTAGES. No 1 . side r on U. S. 

27 at city limits. V 

CHATTANOOGA — GLENDALE TOURIST COURT. 2 Mi. No. 

on Tennessee Hwy 27, foot' of Signal Mountain. 
CHATTANOOGA— INTERSTATE LODGE. Route d, U. $. 41, 
64, 72. 2Zz Mi. West Lookout Mountain. 

CHATTANOOGA — -WIGWAM . COTTAGES.^ U S. 11-64. l/ 2 
Mi. East of city limits. V". 

JACKSON— THE GEORGE-ANNA COTTAGES. fU. S. 70 at 
West city limits. 

KNOXVILLE— TREEMONT TOURIST COURT. One-half Mi. 

No. on U. S. 25W. . , . 

/ . 

MEMPHIS— J. C. HARBIN’S TOURIST COURT. So. on U. S. , 
51, four Mi. from city limits. , ‘ 

WEST MEMPHIS— (See 1 Arkansas),. 

NASHVILLE— BLUE RIBBON INN. U. S. 31W, 41E. Three- 
‘ Mi. North. 

NASHVILLE— RAINBOW INN. U. S. 31W and 41E. One- 
half Mi. No. of city. 

PULASKI— LOG CABIN COURT. U. S. 31, North city limits. 
PULASKI— WINDSOR VILLAGE. On crossroads of U. S. 31, 
64. 

SELMER— THE IRON BELL TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 
64. Two Mi. East. ' 

- • ... TEXAS • v 

HOUSTON— BLUEBONNET COUftTS. On U. S. 75 (Galves- 
ton Rd.) inear U.'S. 90’ cut off around Houston. 

• Virginia v, . 

ALEXANDRIA— AINSWORTH DOWNS TOURIST COURT. 

U: S.ri.. 14 Mi. So. Washington, D. C. 37 Mi. No. 
Fredericksburg. ; ■ 

CHESTER^-MOORE’S BRICK COTTAGES. U. S. 1. 12 Mi. 

So. of Richmond. 9 Mi. No. of Petersburg. ^ 

J RE D.E.RIC K S B U R G_ b R Q w N ’S AUTO COUJlTr U. S. i, 
2Zz Mi. North. 50 Mi. So. Washington, D. C. 


FREE. Handsomely illustrated Guide to United Motor Courts. 
Eastern Division, may be obtained from any member listed 
above, or from Leo Moody, Secretary, Gulfport, Miss. 



UNITED MOTOR COURTS, Inc. 

L. A. SPENGLER CLAUDE N. CLARK KEITH COBO 

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY 

= Western Division - = , 


INDEX — Continued 

CALIFORNIA— Continued IDAHO 


HEADQUARTERS: 

798 Baysliore Highway, Burlingame, California 


Y OU WILL FIND in United Motor Courts 
a new and unparalleled achievement in 
combining comfort with car-by-door con- 
venience made necessary by our present mode 
of automobile travel. 

United Motor Courts is a group of independ- x 
ent owners, comprising only those motor courts 
which come up to the highest standards in 
comfort, quiet atmosphere, and courteous serv- 
ice. . . . Cultivated travelers, accustomed to the 
hest, have enthusiastically approved this type 
of hostelry. . . . Rates are not established or 
quoted by the Association. . . .Use this folder as 
your guide for a satisfactory journey! 

For additional copies of ^ this Guide, ask any 
member listed herein, or write Keith Cobo, 
Secretary United Motor Courts, Inc. 798 Bay- 
shore Highway, Burlingame, California. 
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KEARNEY, NEBR.— THE ELLIOTT MOTOR LODGE. (Mod- 
ern hot water heat). W. Lincoln Way. Hwy 30. 1 Mi. W. of 
Kearney. Phone 20404. J. S. & Ruth E. Elliott. 




LARIMIE, WYO.— SUPERIOR LODGE. Hwy 30. First court 
on West city entrance. Phone 2707. Willa B. Hamilton. 


TO CHICA60 AND POINTS EAST 

PAGE 4. g 
2 OMAHA 
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KEARNEY?* J 
NORTH WlATTEs 


OGAUALA 

E 


m 

^CHEYENNE 
S LARAMIE/ 


vROCK SPRINGS 


OGDEN 


1 ECHO CITY < 




ROCK SPRINGS, WYO.— WHITE MOUNTAIN LODGE. 400 
No. Center St. Center of city at junction of Hwys 30 and 
187. Phone 707. C. H. Johnson. 


SAIT LAKE 
. CITY 






SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH— Utah Motor Park, 125 Cottages, * 
1000 So. State St., (close in) Hwy 91 and 40. George 
Lindholm, Mgr., Phone Hyland 7464. 









COURTESY LIST U. M. C. EASTERN DIVISION 


ALABAMA 

CLANTON— ELLIS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 31, two blks. 
North of business center. 

MOBILE — OLD SPANISH FORT TOURIST VILLAGE. 15 Mi. 

East of Mobile at intersection of U. S. 90 & 31. 

MOBILE— OLSSON’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90. One Mi. 
West of city limits. 

MONTGOMERY— GREEN’S TOURIST & TRAILER COURT. 

U. S. 31. One Mi. North of city limits. 

TUSCALOOSA— MOON-WINX TOURIST COURT. U. S. 11. 

Three Mi. East University of Alabama. 

YORK— TOURESTA COURT. U. S. 11 & 80 at city limits. 

ARKANSAS 

WEST MEMPHIS— 20th CENTURY TOURIST COTTAGES. 

5 Mi. West of Memphis on Hwy’s 70, 61, 64, 79. 

WEST MEMPHIS— WEST MEMPHIS TOURIST COURT. At 
Junction U. S. 61 & 70. 

FLORIDA 

CLEARWATER— CLEARWATER BEACH COURT. Across free 
causeway, facing Clearwater Bay. 

COCOA — COCOA COTTAGES. U. S. 1. South of Titusville. 
5 Mi. North of Cocoa. 

DAYTONA BEACH— CABANA COLONY. On Ocean front 
across free river bridges to South Atlantic Ave., or World 
Famous Beach and turn South. 

DAYTONA BEACH— DAYTONA TOURIST PARK. U. S. 1. 

One Mile North on Ridgewood Ave. 

DAYTONA BEACH— OCEAN COURT COTTAGES. 3 Mi. So. 
of Ocean pier on So. Atlantic Ave. 

FORT MYERS— WEAVER’S COTTAGES. 2 Mi. North on 
U. S. 41. 

GAINESVILLE— FLORIDA MOTOR COURT. V/ z Mi. South 
on U. S. 441. 

HOLLYWOOD— BADGER MOTOR COURT. U. S. 1. V/ 2 Mi. 

So. at Hallandale Beach Rd. 1 Mi. to ocean. 
JACKSONVILLE— GREEN ACRES MOTOR COURT. U. S. 1 
(Miami Rd.) at So. city limits, iy 2 Mi. So. of River. 
JACKSONVILLE— PHOENIX PARK MOTOR COURT. In City 
No. Side. Turn East from Main St. (U. S. 17) over. 44th 
St. % Mi. 

JACKSONVILLE BEACH— TOM THUMB COTTAGES. On 
Ocean front. Road 78, 1 Mi. So. of business district. 
KISSIMMEE— CAMP KISSIMMEE AUTO COURT. U. S. 17, 
92, 192. No. side in city limits, 3 blks off Hwy. * 

LAKE CITY— DUVAL AUTO COURT. U. S. 90 in city 
limits, Jax Hwy., 9 blks. East of traffic light 

LAKELAND— LAKELAND COTTAGES. U. S. 92 at East city 
limits. 

LAKE WALES— CENTRAL FLORIDA TOURIST VILLAGE. 3 
blks. from business section in city limits. 

LAKE WALES— (Bok Tower) KENDALL COTTAGES. 2 / 2 
blks. from Hwy 8 West turning at Fla. Public Service 
Tower. 4 blks from P. 0. 

LEESBURG— MARIETTA TOURIST COURT. 2 Mi. No on 
U. S. 441. 

MARIANNA— MALLOY’S COTTAGE CAMP. U. S. 90 (Old 
Spanish Trail) West edge city limits. 


MELBOURNE— MIDWAY TOURIST COLONY. 4 blks. South 
of center of town. 

MIAMI— CAMP ROYAL. U. S. 1, one Mi. No. city limits. 

East side Biscayune Blvd. at 109th St. 

MIAMI— LA MODERNE COTTAGES. 4350 S. W. 8th St., 
Tamiami Trail. 

MIAMI— PINE TERRACE COTTAGES. In city at 6860 N. E. 
2nd Ave., Old Dixie Hwy. 

NEW SMYRNA BEACH— RE DLAN D COURT. 3 Mi. No. on 
U. S. 1. Ten Mi. So. Daytona Beach. 

OCALA— RED GATE COLONY. Jet. 441 and 31. One Mi. 
No. of city. 

ORLANDO— POINSETTIA COURT. U. S. 441, 2 '/ 2 Mi. No. 
of city limits. 

PENSACOLA— PENSACOLA MOTOR LODGES AND MOTEL. 

U. S. 90. 1/ 2 blks. West of city limits on Mobile Hwy. ■ 
PENSACOLA— ROBINSON’S SCENIC TOURIST COURT. U.S. 

90, in East Pensacola. 400 ft. from Pensacola Bay. 

SILVER SPRINGS— SILVER SPRINGS COURT. 5.2 Mi. East 
of Ocala. State Rd. 19. 

ST. AUGUSTINE— PALMS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 1. 137 
San Marco Ave. 6 blks. No. of city gates and Old Fort 
Marion. 

St. AUGUSTINE— REES’ SEASHORE COTTAGES. On Ocean 
front at Vilano Beach, 2 Mi. No. of city on Rd. 78. 

ST. AUGUSTINE— ST. AUGUSTINE TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

1 and 90. Two Mi. No. of city limits. 

ST. PETERSBURG— ALL STATES COURT. 2 Mi. So. of 
Central Ave. on Florida 230. 

ST. PETERSBURG— THE DOLL HOUSES. 1325 4th St. So. 

on Florida 230. In business district So. of P. 0. 

ST. PETERSBURG— TREASURE VILLAGE. In city on 4th 
St. No. at 52nd Ave. 

TALLAHASSEE— CAPITAL CITY MOTOR COURT. U. S. 319. 

• l/ 2 Mi. So. on U. S. 319 (Wakulla Road). 

TALLAHASSEE— TALLAHASSEE AUTO COURT. On U. S. 

90 & 27 inside city limits at 1600-1800 No. Monroe St. 
TAMPA— COMFORT MOTOR COURT. U. S. 41. 10510 
Nebraska Ave. V/ 2 Mi. No. of Tampa. 3 Mi. No. of Hwy 
17, 92. 

TAMPA— TAMPA AUTO HAVEN. U. S. 41 (Nebraska Ave.) 
3 Mi. No. of city limits. 

VERO BEACH— WESTS MOTOR LODGE. U. S. 1. One Mi. 
South. 

GEORGIA 

ALBANY— MECCA COURT AND GRILL. U. S. 19. One Mi. 
South of city limits. 

ATLANTA— THE OAKS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 41 & 19. 

(1650 Stewart Ave., S. W.) South city limits. 

AUGUSTA— DIXIE COURT. 1 Mi. So. city limits on U. S. 
1 and 78. 

BAINBRIDGE— DIXIE PINES TOURIST COURT. U. S. 

Hwy’s 27 and 84. One Mi. West. 

MACON— FLANAGAN’S' 1 COURT. U. S. 41 (2925 Houston 
Ave.). 

VALDOSTA— COOK’S COTTAGES. U. S. 41 at South, city 
limits. ' 

VALDOSTA— PINES CAMP COTTAGE AND TRAILER 
COURT. No. side in city. Hwy 41. Ten blks. from Court 
House. ■ 
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LONG BEACH 


LONG BEACH, CALIF.— HARVEY LINE MOTEL. Willow St. 
at Pacific Ave. 8 Blks No. of State St. (Alt. Hwy 101) on 
Pacific Ave. Phone 41054. Harvey A. Kuns. 
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MESA, ARIZ.— PETER PAN MOTOR HOTEL. (Air condi- 
tioned). 620 West main St. Hwy 80, 60, 70. (P. 0. Box 
306). Mr. and Mrs. D. T. Selvage. 


CALEXICO RIVERSIDE 
YUMA REDLANDS 
(SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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TO TO TO 

BENSON EL PASO GALLUP 
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SACRAMENTO. CALIF.— GEM AUTO COURT. (Air-cooled 
Hwy 40 and 99-E. / 2 Mi. No. of N. Sacramento. Phor 
Main 9458. James F. Wilson. 



BERKELEY CALIF.— GILMAN’S MOTEL. (Steam heat) 
1907 Eastshore Hwy in Richmond. 7 minutes North of Oak 
land on Hwy 40 toward Richmond. 10 minutes fron 
Treasure Island. Phone Thornwall 3368. F. W. Gilman. 



Mil 


SAN DIEGO, CALIF. — “KING’! ARTHUR’S COURT. 60th & 
El Cajon Blvd. Hwy 80. East of city near State College. 
Phone Randolph 9524. Mr. and Mr$.*J. E. Arthur. 


HI 







FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ.— DU BEAU’S MOTEL INN. Corner Phoe- 
nix and Beaver Avenue 1 Blk So. of 66, 89, 79. Phone 
176. A N. DuBeau. 
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HOLLYWOOD, NORTH, CALIF.— TROQUET MOTEL. 11440 
Ventura Blvd. Hwy 101. Five minutes North of Hollywood 
Blvd. Halfway between Universal and Republic Studios. Mrs. 
Ginette Troquet, Owner-Manager. Phone Sunset 2-4680. 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. — MAJOR S MOTOR COURT HOTEL. 
The only motor court in Hollywood. 3255 Cahuenga Blvd. 
Hwy 101. V/ 2 Miles North of Hollywood Blvd. Phone 
GL-6282. M. R. Goodsell. 


O 
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LOS ANGELES, (WEST) CALIF.— B ROCKTON COTTAGES. 
1225 Brockton Ave. at Wilshire Blvd. l/ z Mi. W. of West- 
wood Village. 6 BIks E. of Santa Monica City Limits. 2/ z 
Blks No. of Hwy 66. Phone W. L. A. 33431. 


Ii 
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SANTA MONICA, CALIF.— OLYMPIC AUTO HOTEL, GRILL. 
1661 Lincoln Blvd. at Olympic Blvd. Alt. Hwy 101 and 66. 
Phone 27359. Teets-Wilkinson Inc. J. Merritt Dismant, Mgr. 



BURLINGAME, CALIF.— BAYSHORE MOTEL. (Steam heat). 
798 Bayshore 'Hwy, ByPass 101. 2 l / 2 Mi. North of San 
Mateo Bridge. 30 Min. from S. F. Civic Center and 
Treasure Island. Phone 6220. Nora M. Cobo. 



PALO ALTO, CALIF.— SPEEDWAY MOTEL. 790 Bayshore 
Hwy, ByPass U.S. 101. 1 Block South of University Ave. 
2 Miles from Stanford Univ. Phone P. A. 22304. Mr. and 
Mrs. E. R. Stelter. 
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SANTA CRUZ, CALIF.— HIDDEN MOTOR COURT. 80 River^ 
side Ave. Near city center. Turn South toward beach at east 
end of Soquel Avenue Bridge and go 2 Blks. Phone 259 
or 1165-R. G. C. Ellis. 
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PASADENA. CALIF.— MONTEREY LODGE. 3491 E. Colorado 
St. Hwy 66. Phone Sycamore 6-2703. N. H. McKerral. 



AIR COOLED 


STOCKTON. CALIF.— EL DORADO MOTEL and CAFE. 1700 
South El Dorado St.; Stockton-San Francisco Hwy 50. Phone 
2-9447. Gossett Brothers. 




Golden Gate 
International Exposition 

. on Treasure Island 

Open Daily from February 18 until December 2, 1939 

Millions of dollars have been spent on this man- 
made Treasure Island in the center of San Fran- 
cisco Bay which is easily accessible via the San 
Francisco- Oakland Bay Bridge or convenient ferry 
service. 

Treasure Island will be a garden by day,, a jewel 
by night. Thousands of trees and plants, millions 
of flowers, patterned by arbors, boulevards and 
rainbow-colored Magic Carpets 1 will give way at 
night to the mystery and gayety of multi-colored 
lighting. . These are the jewels set about an 
architectural plan that combines the ancient de- 
sign of Mayan, Incan, Cambodian and other Pa- 
cific cultures into a unique, modern scheme. 

DON’T MISS IT 



SAN JOSE, CALIF.— HI-WAY. AUTO COURT. Hwy 101; 1 
• Mi. 'So; of city limits. (P. 0. Rt. 4, Box 296). Phone 
Ballard 4524-W. Frank S. Whidden. 


















SALINAS, CALIF.— SALINAS MOTOR LODGE. Hwy 101. '/ 4 
Mi. So. of city. Phone 1877. Harry S. Anderson.. 
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ATASCADERO, CALIF.— ATASCADERO MOTOR LODGE. 
South edge of business district on Highway 101. (P. 0. Box 
485). Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Raphael. 



PISMO BEACH, CALIF.— MAR VISTA MOTOR LODGE. 1014 
Highway 101 at Bay St. No. end of town. Phone 152-W. 
J. H. Wright. 


(SEE NEXT PAGE) 
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SANTA MARIA, CALIF.— BEACON MOTEL. Hwy 101. Op- 
posite Richfield Beacon. South entrance to city. Phone 
PBX-686. Warren Doane. 
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'MARIA 



VENTURA, CALIF. — -MISSION BELL MOTEL. 3437 Ventura 
Blvd. Highway 101. 2 >/ 2 Miles South of city. Phone 4324. 
C. R. Day. 
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MODESTO, CALIF.— HAMMER’S COURT. Located 5 miles 
north of Modesto on Hwy 99. “Now you're looking for the 
two hammers.” R. No. 2, Box 1104. Phone 980-J-2. W. 
L. Hammer. 
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MERCED, CALIF.— ANDERSON MOTEL. 30 cottages .(Air 
cooled). Hwy 99, South edge of city. Cafe in connection. 
Phone 993. Geo. E. Anderson and Dan E. Williams. 


Points of Interest to Visit 

CALIFORNIA: Yosemite, General Grant, . and 

Sequoia National Parks; Lake Tahoe; Califor- 
nia Redwood Park; Carmel; 17 Mile Drive; 
Trail of the Missions; Mt. Wilson Observatory; 
Griffith Park and Planetarium; Hollywood 
Bowl; Catalina Island. 



FRESNO, CALIF.— FRESNO MOTOR LODGE. (Air condi- 
tioned). Hwy 99. 1 Mile North of Roeding Park Circle. 
Watch for the Green Arrow. Phone 3-2830. Mr. and Mrs. 
Burt B. Wallick. 



FRESNO, CALIF.— FRESNO MOTOR INN. (55 Cottages). 
Hwy 99. No. city entrance at Subway and Roeding Park 
Circle. Phone 26427: Perry Dresser. 



BAKERSFIELD, CALIF— CALIFOR NIA MOTOR HOTEL. 

Hwy 99. So. city entrance. P. 0. Box 967. Phone. 230. 
Laura B. Nelson. 
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expression of your visas -relative to the article in question. 

I ties surprised to read your ointment that you feel this 
article Is harmful to the better class your lot Cottages, In /act,. I 
feel that the legitimate tourist cssiaps hay© not only uot been red, . ) 
but the article in question has been and will be of benefit to them* 


Mr. To bon 

Pflr . .Nathan ^ 

Wr . E. A. Tamm 

. Clogc 

'Mr . Ladd 

Mr. Co f toy __ 

W. * Egan _____ 


Say I point out that a reading of the article will disclose a 
very definite statement to the effect that there aro reputable ponps 
op ©rated in an efficient, decent rv.nnsr by business -.Rsri of recognised 
integrity. One quotation, fer instance, is B 0f co’^rse, there are hund- 
reds oi tourist caeps run by honest, alert, civic-minded parsons who 
have iande heavy investments in thin new business. To these, the Federal 
Bureau of. Investigation extends its gratitude for thoir wholehearted • 
cooperation in the capture of bail? wanted :lv3S.“ 7. do not coo how 

“ I could have been aoro explicit in recognizing the constructively rt.ir.ded 
“ persons who operate legitimate cans, -iny I also call your attention 
to a statement in the sane article to the effect that *htxa S&forcGriant, 

working in conjunction, with the owners of honest establishments , fc&s a 

definite responsibility to outlaw the renegauo tourist CJisrp," The letter 

statement is the keynote of the entire article, '. 


Mr. Hendon 


Mr. Nichols 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy . 


1 am of the positive opinion that nothing is of greater benefit 
-to the legitimate, high-minded, efficient members of any organization than 
-to eliminate froa these organisations or vocations, the usxrorthy or crioi- 


-aally inclined individuals who bring discredit upon decent, Ian abiding 
nh,1 y .hut financial loss. Certainly I boliove 

condi tic is which are net only unlesirchlo » but 


is rendering a 


fervid© fb thorfe Qigag.^4' in -legiti^atfo industry and constitutes a duty 
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Mr . Walter Hendrickson . • 1/20/4Q 


that I owe, as a 1 kx7 anforcesiont executive, to the cotin try at. large, as 
well as to those engaged in any specific vocation. . 

All oi'ganiaa.tiona-^»law enf orcenant, industrial, commercial, 
agricultur£il~hav 0 in their ranks persons oh o ; bring discredit upon worthy 
callings. I can think of no greater, benefit to those interested in the. . 
rod success of. these callings than to ; as clearly and accurately as 
' possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and 

detrimental. Siis I have endeavored to do in the article in the American 
■ •Magazine. •: • • • 

• : • : Very truly yours, 

* <J. Edgar HoOVor- 

• • . . ' John Edgar' Hoover • . 

••••.• • Director ..•> .. • 


CC: Courtney Ryley Cooper: and . 

Sumner Blossom (under, separate .cover) 
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Phone 9114 Restaurant 
Phone 9121 Cottages 


P.O.Box 5 
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Gulf p qrj^^MIss^ 


3 MILES EAST OF GULFPORT. MISS. 
ON U. S. 90 AND GULF OF MEXICO 


, '&■?> 


Mr* J* Edgar Hoover nttuJ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation n/\TF 
Washington, D. C. u 


January 10, 1940 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 




BECORDEn 

Dear Sir* X * 

IHDEXJSi) 

Yaur article en t i t led^^amp.s m o.f„Grirne n in February issue 
of Ihe^ American Mag a zine, i s very harmful to the bet&erJ'/teiaS@ 

Tourist Cottages. “"It , no /doubt, is intended for the AQj& ? c-lass r5 - uRnr 
camps, that harbor anyone^ with a dollar, but the tra^ O^hgT?'., .... — ~ 
public naturally think imat all cottages or courts are in this S *[ ), 
class, which is not true. i [ U 

I am the owner o^Faradise Poinjt-JJ.ot-tages.r w^Wfe our place Pf 
on the same level as the^ ett er^cla s s hotel and any mans’ family v 
is as safe here as they would be at home. There are several 
other courts, here, on the Gulf Coast, that are run in the right f 

way, and in my travels from Florida to California, I have found * 

Tourist Courts in wvery state that are run by high type people. 

We have reasons to believe that all courts listed in the ill are 
of the better class and all courts listed in "United Motor Courts" 
are equal to the best hotels. 

P The better class tourist courts are a growing industry and 
we haye invested our money in this business, so naturally it is 
not the right thing for you, or American Magazine, to try to 
| knoA the props out from under us, by such an article as was 

i written in American Magazine, unless there should be a competitive 

industry back of it, and I cannot believe this is the case. 

' 1/ A few more articles like this by a man as popular as you \ 

p~"are, Mr. Hoover, would certainly put the Tourist Court industry I 
vout of the race, » 


t/o 


•Snr 


Yours very truly. 


nd rick son 
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WE HAVE ALL INDIVIDUAL COTTAGES 
to Accommodate 2-3-4 and 6 Persons. 

SUMMER RATES:— June 1st to Sept. 15th., 

Cottage Group No. 1 — 

One bedroom, one double bed, kitchenette with 
ice refrigerator, ' private bath with shower, 
$2.00 per day ; $12.00 per week. 

Cottage Group No. 2 — 

One bedroom, one double bed, kitchenette with 
electric refrigerator, private bath with shower, 
$2.75 per day ; $16.50 per week. 

Cottage Group No. 3— 

With large bedroom to accommodate 3 or 4 peo- 
ple; kitchenette with electric refrigerator; pri- 
vate bath with shower, $3.50 per day; $20.00 
per week. 

Cottage Group No. 4 — 

One large bedroom, with double bed and studio 
couch; one small bedroom with double bed; 
kitchenette with electric refrigerator; private 
bath with shower ; $5.00 per day ; $30.00 week. 
Cottage Group No. 5 — 

Two large bedrooms with two beds and studio 
couch; kitchenette with electric refrigerator; 
private tub and shower bath — $6.00 per day ; 
$35.00 per week. 

WINTER RATES:— Sept. 15th to June 1st. 



PARADISE POINT 


o o o 


Located 3% Miles East of 


< ^GULFPORT, .MISSISSIPPI 

I / ; .. . : • ; • ' • On U. S. Highway 90 

| 45'zJfCodefn Qottages . . . 

' "■ in the shade of Beautiful Oaks and Pines 

j First- £ lass Restaurant . . . 


F 


J. 




Cottage Group No. 1 — $1.50 per day, $9.00 per week. 
Cottage Group No. 2 — $2.00 per day, $12.00 week. 
Cotage Group No. 3 — $2.50 per day, $15.00 week. 
Cottage Group No. 4 — $3.50 per day, $20.00 week. 
Cottage Group No. 5 — $4.00 per day, $24.00 week. 
Accommodations for colored help at reasonable rates. 


We Try To Give You All The Comforts of Home 

Plenty of hot- water at all times; double cross ventila- 
tion (well heated for cool days), gas for heating and cooking 
— Beauty-Kest Mattresses, Simmons Ace Springs, porter ser- 
vice. Everything furnished. 

If you like the better class hotels, try us — you will find 
the accommodations we offer still better and more economi- 
cal. 


MEMBER 



TTinAQf Enrifls rm t.VlP Coast 
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January 20, 1940 

^cosB'^r ■ . ■ . 


Mr. Albert J . Hovit 
Managing-Director 
Lady Lafayette Hotel 
Walterboro, South Carolina 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREINJS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE d±i£LBY QMgMA 


Dear Hr. Hovit: 

Z have your comamni cation of January 12th relative to the article 
in the February issue of toe American Magazine, referring to tourist camps. . 
I appreciate your action in forwarding to me a frank expression of your 
views relative to the article in question. 

X was surprised to read that you consider that courts of the type 
which you operate have been damaged in any manner whatsoever by the article 
in question. In fact, I feel that the legitimate tourist camps have not 
only not been damaged, but toe article in question has been and will be of 
benefit to them. 


As you indicate in your letter, I did definitely state, as .a 
reading of the article will disclose, that there ore reputable camps operated 
in an efficient, decent manner by business men of recognised integrity:. ^One 
quotation, for instance, ia "Of course, there are hundreds of tourist^con-ps 
run by honest, alert, civic-minded persona who have made heavy investments 
in this now business. To these, the Federal Bureau of Investigation Textefide 
its gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation in the capture of .bjplly^ 
wanted fugitives." I do not see how I could have been more explicit-in x ^ 

1 — —recognising the constructively minded persons who operate legitimate _caapB.j- 
1 — —May I also call your attention to a statement in the same article to~th<& , 
T °'~" —effect that "Law Enforcement, working in conjunction with the owners of ' 

honest establishments, has a definite responsibility .to outlaw the renegade 

tourist camp." The latter statement is the keynote. of the. entire article. 


I am of toe positive opinion that nothing-' is of greater benefit to 

the legitimate, high-minded, efficient members of any organ! totion than to 
jeHrainate from these organizations or vocations toe. unworthy or criminally 
inc lined individuals who bring discredit upon decent/,-, -lafa abiding citizens — 
not only discredit, but financial loss. CertainXj^I bdiletfe that to call - 
att ention to conditions which are not only undesirable^ bu£ detrimental to 
mor als and law and order in general, is rendering" 'a service to those engaged 
>ln legitimate industry and constitutes a duty that I bi»e,?-&o a law enforce- 
men t executive, to the country at largo, as cell as to those engaged in any 
opp^ific vocation. 

pfc C ourtney Ryley Cooper (under separate coyfer) > \ , J' V v ,. . 

' Sumner Blossom " f: . v^- \a"Y ’ ' / 




ilrv Albert Sovit ’ -2- 1/20/4Q 


All organi&atiohs-^lau'' enforcement, industrial, commercial, ' ■ - . 

agi4cultur€&----have la. their ranks persons who bring discredit upon worthy .* 
. , callings, I can think of no greater benefit to those interested in the' ; 
real success of these callings than to as - clearly and accurately as poe^ -/ • 
sible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and detrimental i- 
Shi® I have 'endeavored to do in the article in the American Magasihe* 

fou say rest assured that if I an in Savannah: or Charleston 
• at any time, and if circumstances in any way permit, I- will be very glad . 
indeed to get in touch with you, 

. A ; Sincerely yours;, . • 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc Courtney Ryley Cooper (under separate cover) 
Sumner Blossom 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


W. feluoo. v/ 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. ... 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

•Mr. Coffey 

1940 | Mr. Ejrw 

%r. Glavtn 

Mr. Harbo . 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. McTotire 

Mr. Nirbols 

Mr. Itfisso 

Mr. Tamm 

Ton r prom 

Mr. Tracy 

We have read ypur article ' in on'**/.'.?. 




current issue of the ^ Amer Qian Magazi ne” . with 
a great deal of interest and while it is tru^r’ 1 *' 
what you have said does .apply to some of them, 
there is a difference ipJfTourist Cour ts_. Stillf 
the illustrations the publi sher's - s aw /fit to use 
with your article, the impression remains that 
it would apply to all, unless the readers would 
take time to analyze it. 




We are preparing an article in 
defense of our Tours t Court which will be somewhat 
contradictory to yours and knowing you to be a man 
who loves to play the game fair, would appreciate 
it if you will U3e your good influence in assist- 
ing us in having our side of the story published 
in the same magazine. Your opinion of tourist 
camps could also appl-yrmto; somhz hotels • 



Am taking the liberty of enclosing 
an article written by the editor of a popular 
hotel publication and as you know the hotel 
people for competitive reasons have never admired 
this new enterprise, but he was fair as you can 
see, when he described the Lady Lafayette’s Tourist 
Court. I am sure he could pass the same good op- 
inion on thousands of other tourist courts located/ 
in these United States. 


RECORDED & INDEXED j 
I know that you do mb 


traveling by plane and if 


you 
in the 


come South and land either in Savannah 
Charleston South Carolina, if you v/il4 
enable me to meet you and bring- you 
where after spending just 
Lafa.yette, I am sure your 
Tourist Court 



ndar-^ei! 


minuter 


' ; * T i cs 

a^e^hsch 




AMERICA'S MOST UNIQUE HOTEL 

PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS— WALTERBORO 23S 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Sheet No. 2 


1-12-40 


Trusting you will find time to 
reply to this letter and also to pay us a 
visit, I am, , 
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L " EFT : '8TkTOBS^Ili^at-Saw^^'-y,g 
r nah, oldest city in Gebrgif£ind 1 ^'^,| 

to many, the most -beautiful .in the^jj^S} 
South* - The ; dictionary ' caiia ^tbe^4^ 
state—.Gcr’gi-a. ‘ Not~ s the n^ve^-^i 
Ja we found, opt when rumbling- -41 

I thfOugb a littf^town at dusk/' L'f 
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Beautiful modern hotel and cottages for tourists. 
Rooms equal to any first class hotel. Steam heated 
in winter, electric fans in summer. Private baths. 
Centrally located to restaurants and theatre. Sen- 
sible rates. You will enjoy your stay here, your 
friends do. See America's largest collection of 
miniature dogs in lobby. 
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collection totaling more than 600. Soon of the shrubbery and welcoming many of 

he expects to build an exhibit room and the guests during the course of their stay, 

expects to have a collection that will Mrs. Novit was responsible for wrapping 

total one thousand. Guests make it a the glasses in each room in paper nap- 

point to see the exhibit and many of them kins, a feature much appreciated by every 

send Mr. Novit another for his collection guest. 

when they get home. While I have stated in the early part of 

Plans are now in the making to erect this article that Walterboro had the ap- 
enough additional cottages to take care of pearance of a one street town, I was 

more than 200 guests each night. Mr. No- agreeably surprised to find a most pro- 

vif doubts if the additional cottages plan- gressive and hospitable city, the people 

ned will prove sufficient. being very enthusiastic and each and 



Above: A view of three cottages, each with four rooms and two baths, facing the 
Lafayette Hotel; Below: A typical Lady Lafayette room. 


A. native of .Russia, Mr. Novit came^to everyone putting forth their best efforts 
Walterboro an almost penniless youth for the comfort and convenience of the 
about fifteen years ago. Within practical-* tourists. I still carry the ring in my ears 
ly a decade he became the city’s most G f their most cordial “Come Again.” 
active business man and one of its most 

popular citizens. He married a lovely Wal- So here’s a toast and best wishes to a 
terboro erirl and Mrs. Novit is one of the modest man who, without training in any 
principal reasons for her husband’s sue- phase of hotel management, has estab- 
cess. Among her responsibilities for the lished in < a small town one of America’s 
Lady Lafayette and Cottages is the care most unique hotels. 

REPRINTED FROM MAY, 1937 ISSUE, SOUTHERN HOTEL JOURNAL 




j Over two years ago, my wife, son and daughter 

, enroute home from Washington, D. C., came to the little 

] city of Walterboro, S. C. and because the. hour was 

getting late and they were too tired to drive the re- 
j mainder of the way home, they pulled up in front of 

' the new Lady Lafayette Hotel- where they were 

assigned to a double Cottage, while our negro maid 
> was taken to comfortable quarters not far away. They 

j enjoyed their experience at the Lady Lafayette so much 

I that they wanted me to stop there at the first oppor- 

tunity. That opportunity did not arrive until last win- 
) ter when the four of us started out for a trip to New 

i York City. We left Jacksonville late in the day, had 

1 early dinner at Savannah and telegraphed from that 

| point to Lady Lafayette to hold accommodations for 

j us. This they did, giving us the last Cottage available. 

) I was so much impressed by the services offered 

- and the atmosphere of the place, along with the fact 

( that Albert Novit, owner of Lady Lafayette Hotel and 

Cottages, had fashioned a striking success from a dream 
child all his own, that I determined to write a story 
about it. What I finally wrote may be found on the 
following pages. 


How Albert. Novit Put His Town on the Map and Established One of 
America's Most Unique Hotel Properties in Four Years 

By J. B. W. 


Unique, novel and practical are mild ad- 
jectives to apply to the Lady Lafayette 
Hotel and Cottages created by Albert 
Novit in the past four years at Waiter- 
boro, S. C. and which have accomplished 
more to make that old South Carolina 
small city well known and well nigh fam- 
ous than probably all the other achieve- 
ments of its citizens in the history of Wal- 
terboro. For Mr. Novit has established at 
Walterboro “America’s Most Unique Ho- 
tel.” 

Until Albert Novit had a dream and 
brought reality to his vision, Walterboro 
was just a “one street town” to most of 
the tens of thousands who pass through 
Walterboro in the course of a year. Espe- 
cially was this true of the many thousands 
who find U. S. Highway No. 15 through 
Walterboro the shortest route to Florida 
from all points East. But Albert Novit is 
not an average person. He is a restless, 
practical dreamer, a tireless worker, pos- 
sessed of boundless confidence and the 
courage to carry out a practical idea. 

The pictures on this page will give the 
reader a good idea of Mr. Novit’s project. 
While the artistic little Lady Lafayette 
has but eighteen rooms (each with bath), 
the cottages pictured on this page are just 
across the street from the hotel and those 
shown are typical of the large colony of 
cottages which, with the hotel and the 
late Governor Hayward’s Colonial man-, 
sion give a total of sixty-eight guest 
rooms. 

Mr. Novit started with three cottages 
four years ago. The hotel was built a lit- 
tle over two years ago. The initial invest- 
ment was $10,000; the present investment 
about $80,000, including the land, and this 
amount is to be greatly increased by the 


construction of additional cottages of the 
English Cottage type, bungalows which 
may be converted into apartments if nec- 
essary. 

Charges Hotel Rales 

Mr. Novit’s thought is to have varying 
type of accommodations to accommodate 
whoever stops. One suite in the Hayward 
Mansion rents for $8 per night. Hotel 
rates single are $2.50; double, $3.50. Cot- 
tage rates are $4 and $6. Four persons 
may occupy a large two bedroom and 
bath cottage suite, two beds in each room, 
for $6. 

It may be observed from these rates 
that the Lady Lafayette does not cater to 
the hoi polloi but instead to travelers of 
discrimination seeking first class accom- 
modations. The “dollar per night” tour- 
ist simply must look somewhere else for 
a place to stop. Since a four room cottage 
modern even to ceiling electric fans, costs 
an average of $3,500 to construct, Mr. No- 
vit knows he cannot compete with the 
type of cottages usually offered to trav- 
elers. 

What Mr. Novit has achieved is a com- 
bination hotel and cottage effect that com- 
pares in luxury of furnishings and type 
of service with first class hotels. His room 
clerks and porters (attractively uniform- 
ed) are as well trained in serving the 
guest as those of a well conducted city 
hotel. 

It should be stated that Mr. Novit built 
his first cottage unit as a hobby, to prove 
to the citizens of Walterboro that they 
should make a bid for tourist patronage. 
As president of the Walterboro Chamber 
of Commerce and a department store mer- 
chant, Mr. Novit argued for months with 


other business men that Walterboro was 
a natural overnight stop for tourists Flor- 
ida bound and homeward bound, but no 
other Walterboro citizen was willing to 
take a chance with him. So he took the 
chance on his own account. 

The result was that he has had to build 
the Lady Lafayette Hotel and build ad- 
ditional cottages as fast as he could finance 
construction and has never been able to 
take care of all the business offered him. 
During the early fall, winter and early 
spring every room in hotel and cottages 
is usually filled or reserved by 6 to 7 
o’clock and travelers have learned to 
telegraph their reservations while hours 
away. But no guest is turned away. In- 
stead, Mr. Novit has trained his help and 
the townspeople to cooperate. Guests 
who can’t find room at the Lady Lafay- 
ette and Cottages are taken to nice homes 
in Walterboro for the night and sent on 
their way rejoicing the next morning. 

The Siory of the Grill 

But usually, before guests leave Wal- 
terboro they dine at the Lafayette Grill. 
And thereby hangs a tale. “Best food 
south of New York,” is the slogan of the 
Lafayette Grill. And every effort is made 
to live up to the slogan. Manager of the 
Grill and a partner with Mr. Novit in its 
ownership is Arthur Bauer. Mr. Bauer has 
long been an experienced restauranteur; 
operating for some years the Black Appel 
Inn at Loch Sheldrake, N. Y., summer re- 
sort. Mr. Bauer was enroute to Miami a 
couple of falls ago to seek a winter restau- 
rant location. His Packard broke down, 
conveniently, at Walterboro and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bauer put up at a Lady Lafayette 
Cottage while a broken part could be ob- 
tained and installed. He soon realized 
what Mr. Novit had known for some time 
that there was only one weak spot in Mr. 


Novit’s set-up. A restaurant was badly 
needed. 

The result was that Mr. Bauer did not 
go on to Miami but formed a partnership 
with Mr. Novit in erecting a beautiful, 
modern restaurant on the corner of the 
highway and the city’s principal busi- 
ness street, not quite a block away from 
the Lady Lafayette. The grill has a seat- 
ing capacity of 165 and its menus, includ- 
ing a wide selection of fish and sea foods, 
western steaks and other meats, would be 
a credit to a city like Atlanta or Jack- 
sonville. Now Messrs. Bauer and Novit 
have a plan to develop a chain of Lady 
Lafayette Grills along U. S. Highway No. 
15 into Florida and already have a sec- 
ond unit going at Brunswick, Ga., seat- 
ing 250 persons and doing more business 
than Unit No. 1 at Walterboro. Perhaps a 
dozen such restaurants will eventually be 
opened by Messrs. Novit and Bauer in 
small towns along the way, each sending 
business to the one ahead. 

Oh yes, this should be noted. From the 
time he opened his first unit of three 
cottages, Mr. Novit never collected from 
his guests in advance. This was before 
he had built the Lady Lafayette Hotel 
and had a regular hotel office. And in all 
his four years’ experience, no guest has 
ever driven away from a cottage without 
paying for his. night’s lodging, and there 
has been no loss from guests who took 
loose articles like towels or bed linens 
from their rooms. A fine testimonial in- 
deed to the character of those who stop 
with Mr. Novit and good psychology on 
his part for practicing good hotel man- 
agement principles from the start. 

Personal Hobby 

Mr. Novit has a personal hobby that is 
unusual to say the least. He collects min- 
iature dogs. He has toy dogs from every 
state in the Union and from Canada, a 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


f ur* . &« V* Ita Jleea. 
Hollywood Teurint Court 
. tlcw.'Orloaha, Louioicua 


TkiCtx Sir* 


s*Bb 


Mr- E . A. Ta (run 


■ T ei in receipt' of & copy of year letter of Jtm^ry llth, &ieke£ood 
to the Mi tor -of the ifctorieen Ila^aain^,. relative to the article appearing' 
in the FofcSraar.r ir.Ewa. entitled w C&npa of Crime. 11 . • ■ ■ .' 

■ I' tae eux^riced to read th&t yon. fool this article’ will .fee costly 
rM fceraful to tho tourist ccap indactry* In' fact, .1 feel that th© logiti- . 
sate tourist cqqjo have act' only not been daias-ged, but tho article in ' 
question -bun fcsaa end- will bo of benefit to tSiao» . 

■ ' f!ay I point out that & rooding of the. article- will disclose a 

very definite oiateaant to th© effect ihr,t there arb raputr.bi© coups '©per- . 
cted is cuj efficient, decant s&nnor by taxaioaao oca of .recognised integrity* 
One quotation, for instance, -i© tt 0f course, there ers hundreds of tourist 
cehps run by honest, alort eivic-aiaCod persons who have cado. heavy invest^ 

• acuta In .this now bu&isoso* To these, tho Federal Bureau of Xsvaotig&tlea '. ' 
estrada ito gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation in the capture of •' 
bully rented. fugitives*.* J C© not neo hoy I coulcJ team .boon sore explicit 
in recognising* the constructively uiade«t porsoao who operate Xsgiiinat© 

• ' cisapo, J also eaU pour -attention to a. statoeont in the sas$ article to 
-tho offset that H Law 'Eoforoensht, working in • conjunertion with tho-ounom - of 
n honest oatcibliekaonts, bus c definite responsibility to outlaw the ronogado ••• 
■tourici caap#*. Tti© letter atotohout So the Sssjiaoto of the entire article* 


“ I tr/'6i the. positive opinion that nothing id of greater benefit • 

tcHgie . iogiti'Jhto, . Mgfc-niaSod, efficient atetsbbro of any orgsulecticn- Chan 
i^rxliriiiicbe /roh,:t>^3eo ©rgcuiicatiosus or voe&fcione tho unworthy or. criminally . 
isseilned iadivi^ha&l* •ij&o 'bring discredit upon decent, Xkw abiding citizens— • . 
«etr only dli': credit, but '.fiacascihX loro* Certainly I believe that to cell 
ftttoatiou .to coh&itions which ere not only u^dssirablo, but 'dotpicoatsl to' 
««polo anil and -orstjar i» gonorel, in retidoring a aerviua to thepe engaged 

And'-cotioti-feito^ a duty that . I or;©, c o a latv enfoxcensnt. 
osocutive, ;to tho cobntry at. let go, ;• well' sue to thoeo obgagod in bay ope- 
oii’io vocation*. iTw -v y_ 


Mr y q I! Inn Tamm 


3C- Courtney Ryley Cooper 

. Suimer Bi o &’h 6M"( lifrdfer separate -'cover)' 


• FcDeflAt j. 13 a. I- ; i.j v v :f. 

ii.* iii Datin' '* .* 






Mr.. A. V* Da EJasa : -2- . '' '1/19/40 


Jill organisationa--lQs enforcement, Industrial, cosasercial* 
agricultural — have in iheir ranks persons nho bring discredit upon 
"Porth j callings . . I can think of no greater benefit to those interested 
in the real success of these callings than tc. as clearly and accurately 
as possible depict the conditions thich are obviously undesirable and 
detritaental. ^This I have endeavored to ..do in the article in the Mefican 
Sagasine.' ; • )'■ ■ : .• ■■ 

• .... ¥ery, truly yours* . 

’ • Tiagar Hooves’ • ; ' 

• • ’ ' . . . : . John' Edgar Hoover ... 

. ••• ;• ' ’/••• ' • .. . '. Director 


CC-Courtn'ey Ryley' -Cooper and 

Sumner Bios sorfi (under, separate- cover) 
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HOLLYWOOD TOURIST COtffiT, 


y.„ 


Ti'EW 0«L£ANS, LA. 


r~r. 

• t. A. Tamm. 

: ** - "i 


Efew Orleans, La. 
Jan. 11, 1940 


,250 Park~A venue , /\LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

t- awws aA- : 

The American Uaga sine. Article entitled 1 ’'camps o f Crime 1 * written 
W by Ur. J. iiQgar Hoover and appearing in the February issue has cause d 

\ much con s ternation and reaction both to Uotor Court owners and "client le 

*S Lhis exposure oi tne Torst element in tourist cantos is in keeping ancf " 
v should b e included Hth the exposure in a si milar tynq 1nw_ grade hot el 
h ' ^hrough^out the country . 'He do think, however, that there should have 
been a clear lineT of demarcation between the modern up-to-date Court 
'Ki/th&t has heen a blessing for the many tourist, and those camps that 
/jp- Ur. Hoover has brought into prominence. 



v) 



The motoring public patronizing the modern Motor Courts such as 
our own and many others iii this community are in keeping with the pat- 
ronage of the best hotels in our city. Army and Havy officers, pro- 
fessional men* salesmen and not to speak of the tourist of modern 
means are our patrons. '?,e wo uld suggest that since this article has 
gained the spotlight on xoftristT camps that someming snould be brought 
otrt lift vourTlagazine to ofrsst the cietrrmental and injustice done .to 
this large Industry that i3 serving a vital need to tne motoring 
'.Te , like all others that are serving this group are anxious to help 
Mr. Hoover in eliminating the element that he is trying to expose. 

•The inference that his article has will no doubt be costly and harmful 
to this industry and in fairness to this raoidly growing public service 
we feel that Ur. Hoover should make some effort to rectify this in the 
public mind. Thank you. 


Copy to: : 

Ur. J. Edgar Hoover, P.B.I., 



Yours very truly. 
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January 20, 1940 


Hr. Richmond M. Sewell 
Sewell's Tourist Court 
0* S. Highway 15A 
Fayetteville, Horth Carolina 


Dear Sir: 


ALL INFORM 



Mr. To Ison 

Mr. Nathan __ 

Mr. S. A. Tamm 
«*. CI«M 


Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Hendon 


I have your -communication of January 11th, referring to an 
article in the February issue of the American Magazine, entitled 
"Camps of Ciime.* 

I was surprised to read your statement that you feel this 
article will have a harmful effect upon the tourist coop industry; In 
fact, I feel that the legitimate tourist camps have not only not been 
damaged, but the article in question haB been and will be of benefit to 
them, 

May I point out that a reading of the article will disclose a 
very definite statement to the effect that there or© reputable camps operated 
in an efficient, decent manner by buoineca men of recognized integrity. One 
quotation, for instance, ia "Of course, there are hundredo of tourist camps 
run by honest, alert, civic-minded persons who have made heavy Investments 
in this new business. To thece, the Federal Bureau of Investigation extends 
its gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation in the capture of badly 
wanted fugitives." I do not see hon I could have been more explicit in • 
recognizing the construct! voly minded persons oho operate legitimate camps. 
May I also coll your attention to a statement in the coma article to the 
effect that "Law Enforcement, working in conjunction vdth the owners of 
hinost establi absents, hae a definite recponcibility to outlaw the renegade 


tourist camp." The latter statement is the keynote of the entire article. 


Mr. Sears 
Mr. Quinn Tamm" 


I am of the poeitive opinion that nothing is of greater benefit 
To the legitimate, high-minded, efficient members of any organization than 
To eliminate from these organizations or vocations the unworthy or criminally 
TBclined individuals who bring discredit upon decent, law abiding citizens — 
only discredit, but financial loss. Certainly I believe that to call 
“attention to conditions which are not only undesirable, but detrimental to 
-morals and law and order in general, is rendering a service to those engaged 
-in legitlmate-indust rgL-and cons titutes a duty that I owe, as a law cnforce- 
-aent exeSutiWdi! ! "tb"' tho epun^yfat lajge, as well as to thoeo engaged in any 
^ecifljc voc^i X n V; ^ ^ • 



ED ’ I 

' e ^3^£P-ey^(|ope: 
Sumner Blossom I 

federal bureau. of investigation. | 

U<s DEFrtfi t M £N i OF * * STlCt | 


\\ • 1 m M 



(under separate cover) 


Oh 





&r, Richmond S. Bet? ell • - 2 •- ' l/lp/40 


&11 mfoTcment, industrial, coamjerctal, 

agricultural — -have to tosly rooks, persons &io bring discredit upon worthy 
callings. I cm think of no greater benefit to those interacted in the 
real success of these . callings than to as dearly and accurately as possible 
depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and detrimental. 

This I have endeavored, to do to the article in the American Sagasine. • 

: < I not© your reference to a possible aonetaiy motive on ay part 

in connection with tho writing of this article, I doubt that you really 
bolihv© this yoursolf. . Ely interest in law enforcement has been 
disadvantageous to ne from a monetary standpoint, rather than otherwise, 
up very 11 ttlo research on your part trill dcstohptrate. 

•• ' Tory' truly yours, 

;■ .... ' V. : " . V' , v \ Sdgar Hoover ■' .-... , . _ • ... y . 

• ''‘’.V : * •• John Edgar Hoover ' y • ■ 

. ' . Director 

CC Courtney Ryley Cooper ( under separate cover) 

Sumner Blossom n " ' " 
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N EWifiLL^S_' TOU ftl S^. CO U AT 
0 . WAY** TbA 

FAYETTEVILLE N. C. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

U.S. Fed. Bureau of Inves. 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover, 


January nth 1940 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Mr. Tols<m..l. — 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. B. A. Tamm.. - 

Mr. Cl egg 

Mr. Ladd...... 

Mr. Coffey : 

Mr. Erran 

Mrl Glavfe — 
'Mr. Hwbo r ........ 




The article entitled ’’Camps of Crime" app< 
in this months American is in my lowiy e sTxmar&ifen^-we'li ' writ 
an absoiutiy unnecessary proceedure which wixi do much -harm 
growing industry, one which is the outcome of public demand 
supported by the pubxic, and no doubt used, by members of youi 
staff, either during business or vacation 


Mr; Lester 

Mr. Hendtth 

Mr. Mdti^w 
^ Mr! NWJ&U 

,fogr B aom ...... - 

* 






r 


U 

:) 
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I am proud to be the owner of a ^tourist camp . 1 would, not be 
* v /in any other business of my own choosing /‘'ThBT^gre' 'probably more 
Tq (decent camps operated throughout tnis nation that you give credit for, 

' ^ even the you are in a position to get fact and figures. In your 

article, you practically give the impression that ail tourist camps ait 
harborors of criminals. No, enijjnaticaiiy no. Not so much so as hotels. 
Hotels that are supposed to be caterers to the elite. Prostitution rur 
rife in a great percentage of hotels in this country. win venture ti 
say I can enter in any hotel tomorrow with a prositute and NO QUESTIONS 
WILL BE ASKED IF THERE IS BAGGAGE. Not so with a reputable camp. The 
average tourist camp is operated by decent people are more .careful. . . 
who enters thef^ camp than a hotel. For in 99 cases out; of lOO. the 
owner lives one the grounds and win not, if he has any. decency at ail; 
allow such actions. 


The Fed. bureau of investigation is an organization that is 
looked up to by every cxear thinking and decent citizen, and for such £ 
article, blasfcpnepning a growing industry, to eminate from your 
^ ft organization is a positive disgrace. No doubt you have fact and have 

2- r\At^ picked isolated cases for "notiri etv in reading 11 but you rail to "s ay 
<n t \rpJt U member or congress.} ~ ^Tubiic n ffi ni \ ! s^mnn . fr.om vour own organlzatj 

\ v !f >a nd other s who are supposed /to pe respected are regular patrons of 
Tamps which you run down . s y 1 Q (/ < % cj 

U , It is my oej-iei tnat your condemnation was not willful but 


done from a monetar y standpoint, but I do believe 
finances . a subject which is harmless and stj.il got 

fiiied the bill just as good and probable better tjhaffi %~ca' tTjfh giUSTSC^. 
| blow off of the camps ! / gi 


th ^ lif^ s 1Wasi 
>Dd reading. would ha> 
^ — r ?r.r 

# 



If you expect the citizens of tnis counrty kd 
ization in the combatting of crime, it is high time "that your organi; 
cut out the cheap notiriety and help uplift a decent business, run b 
decent people. Yes, catch tne criminal whereevcr ne Is. Why not wribe 
an article comd gmning the hotels', the tourist hom.e , the private home 
where the lav/ can not “come lh Without a' warrant T~A suggestion of anotr 
^DECENT article, giving more than one measiey paragraph to the DECENT cai; 

b GI^E b THS h DECiLNT t ^UsiNS§S m lii Z i ri BrtEAi 1 ? §fi$'~$GULD WANT. ONE. 

7°- . ^our truxy / 
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'Janutuy 19, 1940 



Mr. 0. V3. Siapson 
733 Telfair Street 
Augusts, Georgia 


Dear Mr. -Siapson: 

I have your cbnauni cation of J onuary 13 th and 
ora pleased indeed at your commendation of ny article on 
tourist coupe in the February issue of the Anoric&n 
Magazine. I was very much interested in your descrip- 
tion of the situation in Columbia County, Georgia. 

You nay rest assured of ay continuing interest 
in all matters pertaining to more effective law- enforce- 1 
neat. Law enforcement becomes isore successfully effective 
srhsn the good citizens of every camaunity, such as 
yourself, develop ea active interest in all collateral . 
phases'. 

filth best szishes.vl as :• 

Sincerely yours. 




So Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


CC Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper (under separate cover) 
Mr. S umn er Blossom n . " n • 
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Mr. ToJson.. 


August a, Ga., January 13, 1940, 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir:- 


Mr. Nathan 

| Mr. E. A. Tamm.. 

| Mr. Clegg 

| Mr. Ladd 

jl Mr. Coffey .... 

| Mr. Egan . 

jj •'•***. Giavin 

r**r. Harbo 

ij Mr. .Letter 

$ r * -Gordo a 

/ 1 ^ '-clntire _ 

{ r,7t\ J JiohoIa _ 

! * r. U.cen . 


v*;.-nn 'Tamrj... 


*i + 'iV'icy „ 


Q Your article on crime connected with t ourist cjslhip s r in 

American magazi ne of February, was read v/ith great interest. Permit 
me please to commend you for its publication. Certainly these camp s 
h.avd~ Become a great menace to law and order and morals, and I trust 
your article will encourage county officials to take further steps in 
their control* " “ " ~~ 


It occurs to me that yo u may be interested in knowing zh at therp 
is one County where there are no t ourist camps. This iq ^olumbia 
bounty, Georgia . which adjoins Richmond uoUfltv wh?re August a~Ts ^ 
located. Columbia County's Chairman, M r. G. B J^Lamkin, of Evans, Ga. , 
ha d the foresight and good judgment to realize that tourist camps mould 
become a menace and concluded that with his County's small available 
income the proper supervision and control of these camps could not be 
afforded, and therefore decided not to allow any to operate* This was 
accompl ish^ h y ^-is f ixing the license fee at Ql,000. per cabin. 

As further indication of the wise judgment of this County Chairmen, 
I mi$it state that altho Columbia County is an agricultural section with 
small income it is in the best financial condition; it does not owe a 
dollar and has money in the bank. 


Very truly .yours, 

k-tf/A 


/< * , 

j> >A\ 


//. 

W W Simpso n 
733 Telfair St 
Augusta, Ga. 
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-RECORDED & INDEXED ,< 


Ml INFORtAATlONCONTMWED/ 


TjfcJfc l. «?/ *•- /:T;5wTi’,\j 

2 jrt -1 26 /940 j 


U.S. r. 
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KBiCOBiJiSS). 


January 20, 1940 


. I£r. 0. t. Graver 
Marshall Courts 
2202 Seat Houston Avonue 
Mar shall, fskad .' 




Dear Mr. Graver: 


' Mr. Quinn Tarr 


I have your • conattaleatioa of January 11th, rofoi^iug to'iho article 
ia the February issue of the Aaoricon MagaGina, relative to tourist c&ape. 

1 Mesir-i to thsn!: you for your offer of ; eeogeratiea contained- In the lost 
• paragraph of your letter and also for the frank ©jcproscioaa of your views 
relative to the article in question, 

X was' surprised to read yonr statement that you feel that Just • 
consideration has not been given to the legitinate -tourist emps ia this 
article. In fact, I-* feel that the log if, i;mie. tourist eespo' have hot only 
not been deaeged.,. but the article in question has boon and trill -be of bene- 
fit. to thou. . ' • ■■-''■ 

May I point out that a reading. of-, the article will dijclosc a 
very definite statement to the effect that- ‘there • era 'reputable cafisjs oper- 
ated ia an efficient, docent oannor by business- eon of raeognieod integrity. 
One (juotstlon, for instance, is "Of. course, there ore hundreds of tourist 
caaps.run by honest, alert, eivic-nlnded ooroons Who have aa.de heavy invest- 
ments in this nee? business. ’So these,, tho Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ost ends its gratitude for ihoir wholehearted cooperation in the capture of 
bad ly wonted fugitives." I do not eeo how I could have been store C3q?llcit ' * 

in. recognising tho constructively oinded parsbaa who operate legit inete 
caEpo* Hay I also cell your attention to a otateuent in tho.sa r *s article . 
to tho’ ©ffoct that «I«ssj Enforcement, working in conjunction with tho owaers 
of honest otjtablichseuto , .bad a definite responsibility to outlaw. the read- ■• 
“jpdo tourist coop** . fha letter et&tonaat in the .keynote of the satire article, 

“ - i ■■&£■ of tho positive opinion that nothing io of greater benefit to - 

~tSiD legitioste, high-uindod, officiant OGahoro of any organisation thou to 
-olisrinato froa these organisations or vocations the. umsar thy or cniainaHy . 
-inclined indiviuualG who bring discredit upoa decent, law abiding citissnc— 
-not loss. Certainly I' believe that to call 

-atterr '$©' ‘ t&iuijj ere not only umioair able, ;l>ut to 

' j ■ ma ;-;-£'Dv' j' 

— __ CC-Com , ineJ/'2l^l4B^ < 2toop.ei' I ' ' ^ '■ p . \ • 


Sumner Blossom (under j separate cover) 

HDZSSAt BUREAU OF^HVESTiOAtiOH* | 

i; t S. ;>£jr;%r»i£iEtn OF*v31l3t X • 





Sr* 0. T,' Craver . < -2- 1*2D-4G 


morals arid let? arid order in:, general, is rendering a service to those ©rigaged 
in legitimate industry' &aSL constitutes a duty that I.pme, ,s.s a law; enforce* 
sent executive, to the country at larger as noli as to trios© engaged in any ' 
spec if ic vocation. • ‘ ' ' ' T/ . 

. All organ! sations*-len enforcetasrit, industrial, eoriaereiel,,. agrl* . 
cultural-*have in their ranks persons nho bring discredit upon uorthy. 
callings.' I can think of no greater . benefit to tho&h interested in the ... 
reed success of those eallia^s than to as clearly end accurately as pos* . 
sible depict; the 'conditions which are obviously tmdssir&ble- and detrimental* 
This I have endeavor ad to, do in' the article in the .Acer lean IlagaaineV 

f Sincerely yours, - '■ 

• _ ■ v So Edgar Hoover ‘ '■■*• 

• a. . •. . John Sdgar Hoover • '' . •* ' " « 

•; ■ V ■ :■ ' Director . • 


C.C -Courtney Ryley Cooper & 

■' Sumner Blossom (under separate cover) 





-V The Place where th^ Tourist come to rest in cD^nand comfort.. 


O. T. CRAVER 


MODERN 
APARTMENTS 
PLAIN ROOMS 
TRAILER SPACE 



24-HOUR SERVICE 




RSHALL TDURISX 


—ON E = M I LE"EAST=»OF COURT HOUSE 

2202 EAST HOUSTON AVE. 


COURT 


MARSHALL. TEXAS 


January 11,1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ss^sssr* 

dml 




^ Attention called to the artical written by you .in 
Peb< issue of American Magazine (Camps of Crime) LZL 


2Ir. TolCOa imu , M „ 

«!A4ssa.?.a 

ftlr. R. A. 

Mr. CIcrT 3 

Mr. 

pffiigK. 

Mr. Clovta 

^ U4 - , 

Sir. Hnrbo .. 

Sir. Lester 

Hr. Eecdea..... vvlM 

Llr. Mclntiro 

Mr. Nichols 

Blr. Rosen 

Mr. Quinn Tacim 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 

Mlos Gandy 


< 





I am surprised that you would write such an article 
with out first knowing more about our wav of operating^ You should not ' 
"class an oy mhe worst , for you know that in every walk of Business 
there is some that d o not live up to what they should. In your work ther< 
are some that do the things that you do not approve of .We have the safes - 
an d best protected placefor the traveler to stop. We register each 
parjjy and g et the Car numbers our self there is no exception to it. 

We always corpoate with the Enforcement 100$. 


I am sure that you travel some and X am asking you to 
stop in with some of the United Motor Court Boys and spend the night 
or wsek end with your f amily an d see how a real Court is carried on, 
a We know that some have built places and used the Tourist name for a 
Ss- X sign to operate under and that is a hurt to us. But you must forget ^ that 

. we all are doing that we are still moral and run a morral business. 



now Mr. Hoover I am su r e that you will be so kind as to I 
rec onsider your artical and remefaiber thaf thfeUJnited Motor Courts ar e v I 
higher Class, and do not stand for crime and immoral busines s. **” 1 

We sincerely hope that before you write another article v 
that hurt our business that we are so proud of the proggress that we 
have made in the past toward a high standard in the eyes of the traveler 
that we do not feel that you are quite just to allof us to class us as yoi 
did, Hoping that you will reconsider this and find out some more about 
the United Motor Courts way of doing, and what they stand for. 

Assurin g you that we want to work with you and any one who is to help 
stamp out the und esireble elements. 


yty 

tJ 



% 


Yours very truly 

O.lylCi^xer director of Central div of U.M.C. 

Mrshall '"Courts^ — v . 

2202 B Houste^jjye J J J - KA'H 

Marshall, L — °° 1 






Cr.T-.'C raver 

2202 E. Houston Ave. 
Marshall , Texas . 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Washington, D.C. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
nATF R Y 
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DE LUXE APARTMENTS 
CLEAN FURNISHED 
CABINS 


MEMBER 

UNITED MOTOR 
COURTS 

Central Division 



STORE 

FILLING STATION 


OPEN ALL NIGHT 

MARSHALL TOURIST COURT 

2202 EAST HOUSTON AVENUE 
Old IT. S. 80 

THREE BLOQKS SOUTH OF NEW 80 

Quiet — No Train or Highway Noise — Clean 

O. T. CRAVER MARSHALL. TEXAS 

AtHttfSR MAHON ’©DNT'MNED Courthouse TRAILER PARK 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED <;•»> 
rmTF 




COMPLIMENTS 

MARSHALL TOURIST COURT 

MARSHALL, TEXAS, MILES TO: 


EAST 

WEST 

NORTH 

SOUTH 

Paris' France 

4095 

Tokio, Japan 

6699 

Jefferson, Texas 

p 

17 

Carthage, Tex. 

30 

Shreveport, La. 

38 

Longview, Texas 

23 

Mt. Pleasant, Tex. 

60 

Henderson, Tex. 

40 

Monroe, " 

150 

Tyler, ” 

60 

Linden, Tex. 

36 

Beaumont, Texas 

205 

Baton Rouge, ” 

283 

Wills Point, ”, 

1,10 

Texarkana, Tex. 

75 

Nacogdoches, Tex. 

70 

New Orleans ** 

375 

Terrell, 

125 

Paris, Tex. 

120 

Houston, Tex. 

225 

Vicksburg, Miss. ' 

230 

Dallas, ” 

150 

Greenville, Tex. 

125 

Galveston, Tex. 

270 

' Jackson^ ’ 

270 

Fort Worth, ” 

183 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 326 

San Antonio, Tex. 

337 

Nashville, Tenn. 

595 

Cisco, • ** 

300 

Little Rock, Ark. 

225 

Austin, Tex. 

259 

Memphis, ” 

370 

Abilene, s> 

348 - 

Hot Springs, Ark. 

200 

Waco, Tex. 

200 

Jacksonville, Fla. 

890 

Big Springs, ” 

470 

Omaha, Neb. 

550 

Corpus Christi, Tex. 

486 

Atlanta, Ga. 

740 

Wichita Falls, ” 

286 

Chicago, 111. 

875 

Port Arthur, Tex. 

224 

Frankfort, Ky. 

760 

El Paso, ■* ** 

815 

Salt Lake City, U/ 

1000 

Brownsville, Tex. 

690 

Richmond, Va. 

900 

Carson City, Nev. 

1825 

Columbus, Ohio" 

1020 

Lake Charles, La. 

185 

Washington, D. C. 

1300 

Phoenix, Ariz. 

875 

Detroit, Mich. 

1210 

Monterey, Mexico 

635 

N. Y. City 

1595 

San Francisco, Cal. 

2075 

Seattle, Wash. 

■ 2950 

Mexico City 

1250 
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Er» Susnor Blossom 
Editor 

American llogasin© 

250 Park Avenue 
lieu York City 


Bear Bless j 

Pot your information , Z -fra- trotted ; 
fitting hsrepith e copy of a communication dated 
January 12th, from Honorable J . B. Ragon, Jr., . ‘ 
House of Representatives, State of Tormeasea, 

• SJashVillo, Tennessee, relative to the article 
in the American liagaaiho concerning tourist ctanpa. ( 
. EJr. Rftgon makes Inquiry regarding ordinances V 

. covering this type of place. A copy of my reply 
to Ur, Hagen- is also enclosed. 

• $ith best wishes, . . • 

Cordially, 






r ■* 


% 



% 




HN-.VH ... 

94-^-4^6-555 , 



; January 17, 1940 


Sr* Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 ilorth Iakovlev; Drive 
Sobring, Florida 


Mr. To Ison 
RTr . Mat (tan ' 
Mr. E. A. Taimti 


Mr, Stars 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy 


Dear RyleyL. 

for your information, X aa trans- 
mitting herewith a copy of. & coesranl cotton anted 
January 12th, from Honorable J, B. Ragan,- Jr., 
House' of Representatives , State of Tennessee, 
Kashvillo, fomesSoe,' relative - to tho article in 
the American fibgapiae. concerning tourist camps,' 
&fr . Eagon ©akas. inquiry regarding ordinances 
covering this type of place, A copy of my reply 
to fir. Eagon is'- also enclosed. 


tilth best oiohso,- as. always,.. 

Cordially, -V. . ’■ 

J. Edgar Hoover. 


2ncloourec 


«St. Clogs 

Mr'. Ladd ' . * 

Mr. Coffoy 


\ 

M? . Egan 


Mr. C lov In ' ' 

• Mr . Crow) ’ ' =* r 

Mr. Mftrbo 

’ ‘ • *■*,■*. 

Mr. Letter 

i ill { WICATIO MS .BEG i 

Mr. Hendon 

... • * / Alt r? ‘ r*' 

* Mr. HIchoH 


Mt . Rosen 

^ 4MS >.S 194C 




v*r y>\\, niKiBO 0 i l W 5r? ftGA no ft 
U.^v OR?AKTfciLA V iUSTiCi • 
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• ;• BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


** -Wtic 91 :*- 


. Johtiary 17jl94^ 


; Honorable J. B. Eagoa, Jr« 
Houss of Representatives 
State of Terefiesce© 
Uashvillo, Tennessee 


f.ty Soar fir. 1 





X have your co5?aaaicQtlon , of January. 12th aml- 
m kiz%v<m&lf jpioaeo<J at your latar©0t in the recent article, 
j in the jteoric&a -!3agao:ltte conoorpiug tourist caap$, ' 

• ; The only recent iafonsation- received by m 
■cono omitiQ rautrictiono of tho .typo you Lumtion vt& In c<m- 
' noetion with an ordinance recently ftboeptod - by Fulton • ’ •• 
, County , Georgia, for 'tfea regulation.' of" tourist c in ■ . 

. said County. For totnils concerning ; this ordinance*- -tJfcieh. 

•1. racy bs of interact to ycu, X ouggoot that you ceoEunioute 
■•with . •• 

.• . ' . .Or* Courtlaod Gilbert . ' • • 

•• •• ' •_ Secretary'- , • ' • 

'• - fblton County Flaimitef; Coc©lcoi<ai.‘ 

•” • : cats’ Board of ’Zoning appeal o : -'. ... • 

;* '• . Atlanta, Georgia .' 


Mr. To Ison 

_ .< in nny a&tter psrtslbias to’ bettor, more ' off ieioatcX&w~‘ 

c_ 

Mr. Nathan 

— enforcsscartt, 1 ea •• • * - /; 

yy 

. O 

*C’> 

Mi . £. ft. Tamm 

, ".f. ' '• ; v ... ' -• •. Sincerely youre*. • 
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n; 
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Mi. Ladd 
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Mr. QUvin *' 
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Mr . Crow I __ 

Mr. Horbo 

Mr Loiter _ 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Nichols 
Mi. Roson 
Mr. Sears 
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J. B. RAGON 

REPRESENTATIVE 
HAMILTON COUNTY 
CHATTANOOGA 


• 4 

xtf Tpres ml n Ibxt $ 

,§>tat£ xrf 


NASHVILLE 


Jan. 12, 1940 


Mr. To! Ron 

Mr. Nfitb^ri 

Mr. E. A. Tnmm 

Mr. Cletfff 


:hairman, 

COMMITTEE U HE'S ' 


MEMBER -OF T, COlffft ITT BESS- 


IE SECTION 9i 

FINANCE^ WAYS AND MEANS 
INSURANCE. A~N DP-LOANS.... 
LIQUOR TRAFFIC 

m oToi3 r vEhtcues. . 


VETERA 1 


[PUBLICITY 
%R ANS RS . - 

jj Mr. Kend(m,.^„.«, e 

( Mr. Mclnttro 
Mr. Nicljolo ...*** «... 
Mr. Rosorj 
Mr. Oaf yin T r»mTn ...^ 
Tour Rootg 
Mr. Tracy . = . S « £S ~ CS 
l Miss Gan ; ... s £:zs:i 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0. 


Z Mr. Hoover: 

O 

ad your recent article in the A merican, Magazine concerning 
ist Camps, and was very much interested in it and would 
like to ask if you know of any State that has model restrictions 
on those places and if you would advise me where I can get the 
information regarding such laws I would appreciate it. 

I thoroughly agree with you that these places need regulating 
and if I can get the necessary information together by the time 
our next Legislature meets in 1941, I will certainly do my 
part to have such a bill passed. 





CC-150 


LBN:DSS 



t 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


_ To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

recorded , * 2C -riT'Os 

^ Transmit the following message to: 



JANUARY 8j 1940 


CARL DOM UGH 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 

PORTLAND , OREGON 


REFERENCE YOUR WIRE JANUARY SEVENTH SUGGEST OREGON HOTEL 
ASSOCIATION COMMUNICATE WITH SUMNER BLOSSOM EDITOR AMERICAN 

MAGAZINE TWO FIVE NAUGHT PARK AVENUE NEWY ORK CITY REGARDING 

s> 

REPRINTING THE ARTICLE REGARDS SINCERELY 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

\ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


L 









t * 

fEBEBAl OUREfiD QH(W2STT0an3a 



V 

BI 26 1-11-40 156 PM G~0 

CARL DONAUGH : 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
PORTLAND OREGON 
REFERENCE YOUR WIRE JANUARY SEVENTH SUGGEST OREGON HOTEL 
ASSOCIATION COMMUNICATE WITH SUMNER BLOSSOM EDITOR AMERICAN 
MAGAZINE TWO FIVE NAUGHT PARK AVENUE NEWYORKCITY REGARDING 
REPRINTING THE ARTICLE REGARDS SINCERELY 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Harry Qlprk , Secretjamj of Chamber of 

C n mmerce , Clarksdale } jj^Mssissippi , writes 
re article in Ameri ccnjMagasine mentioning 
tourist courts as places of crime. He 
states there are two modern tourists courts 
in Clarksdale and they are convinced they 
are of highest type and a credit to community. 
He states the words of a man as well known 
as the Director have an effect upon the ' 
American public and article has given tourist 
camp trade a "black-eye . " They appreciate 
wonderful work done in ridding America of 
so-calle d gangster , and feel Director has 
done tourist camps of America a great 
injustice. 
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• PORTLAND ORG JAN 7 

'^Tedgar hoover 

< . I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 
^E^OREGON .HOTEL ASSOCIATION WOULD LIKE TO REPUBLISH 
tf cAMPS OF CRIME A S PUBLISHED IN THE ^AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
STOP THEY HAVE REQUESTED ME TO ASK IF YOU COULD ARRANGE 
TO RELEASE THIS OR A SIMILAR ARTICLE FOR THEIR USE 
REGARDS 

CARL DA XXX CAR! 




i Mr; Tolsoa, 1 
SjWp. Nathan . . 

1 Mr. ®. A. Tamm . .... 
I Mr. Cle*r. 


Mr. Ladd- 

*\ 

Coffey . 

Mr. Egan J-. 

#*■ Glavin 

|Hr. Harbo 

Jlr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon .... 

iMr. Mein tire < 

'Mr. Nichole 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Qutan Tartan 

Tour Room * 

Mr. Tracy 
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' - Your yo up infori^tfon g 1 ap A ' 

eftel'aaiR#. p copy of a wiro. mhich/,.!- have 
received froti Ca rPJto na ugh g ifte ; fed i t e<5 
States, Attorney at Portland* Oregon* 
^together 0ith d copy, of my reply thereto 
: and a copy. of ny letter to- 316 so 6 :■/■ i; - .■ 
- Ifft-ft fee at oiofteo, ' v -. ' ' 

'■fy Sincerely s .. . i’.‘ t 
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in the February issue of the American Magas&ne, entitled "Camps of Crime." 


7 I want also to acknowledge receipt of a copy of United Motor Courts guide. 
Eastern Division, Incorporated. 


I was surprised to read that you consider that courts of the type 
which you operate have been damaged in any manner whatsoever by the article 
in question. In fact, I feel ' that the legitimate tourist camps have not 
only not been damaged, but the article in question has been and will be of 
benefit to them. 


Mr. To lion _ 

Tftr . ttethnn _____ 
fflr, 0. A. Tanwn 
RTr . Clogg 
Mr. Ladd 


May I point out that a reading of the article will disclose a very 
definite statement to the effect that there are reputable camps operated in 
an efficient, decent manner by business men of recognized integrity. One 
quotation, for instance, is "Of course, there are hundreds of tourist camps 
run by honest, alert, civic-minded persons who have made heavy investments 
in this new business. To these, the Federal 3ureau of Investigation extends 
its gratitude for their wholehearted cooperation in' the capture of badly 
wanted fugitives." I do not see how I could have been more explicit in 
recognising the constructively minded persons who operate legitimate camps, 
ttey I also call your attention to a statement in the same article to the 
-effect that "Daw Enforcement, working in conjunction with the owners of 
■honest establishments, has a definite responsibility to outlaw the renegade 
tou rist camp." The latter statement is the keynote of the entire article. 


I am of the. positive opinion that nothing is of greater benefit to 

-the legitimate, high-minded, efficient members of any organization than to 


eliminate from these organizations or vocations the unworthy or criminally 
Inclined individuals who bring discredit upon decent, law abiding citizens- 
_nal -only 'discredit, but financial loss. Certainly I believe that to call 


; atte ntion to conditions which are not only undesirable, but detrimental to 
Hond ST aor alsrlehd^law^md^order^ig^^general . is rendering a service to those engaged 



inj-et, 
executive 



: constitutes a duty that I owe, as a law enforcement 
to the Country at large, /as well as to those engaged in any 
specific vocation, ’ /y 

JAM 1*. 19415' 
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Mr, C. D. Home - 2- 1 / 12/0 


All organisations-— -law enforcement, industrial, commercial, 
agricultural— have in their ranks persons who bring discredit upon worthy 
callings* I can think of no greater benefit to those interested in the 
real success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately as, 
possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and 
detrimental. This I have endeavored to do in the article in the American 
Magazine.:. • '' ; 

With regard to the intimation that ulterior motives may have 
governed the writing of this article, I can simply say that this is entirely 
unworthy of the frank and sportsmanlike tenor of the balance, of your 
letter. 

. Very truly your 3 , 

■ <?o. Edgar Soever 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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OFFICERS 
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MARK RIGGS, Pjes. 
Cabana Colony - 

Daytona Beach, Florida 

JUDGE P. D. RICH, 1st Vice-Pres. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
Bainbridge, Georgia 

I. H. HASTON, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

LEO MOODY, Sec’y-Treas. * 
Moody's Tourist Cottages 
Gulfport, Mississippi 




EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED MOTOR COURTS 


EASTERN DIVISION, INC. 

(FORMERLY T. C. O. A. ) 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OWNERS 

AFFILIATED with international motor court association 
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Ja ks onyille, Fla 
Jan. 6th, 19§0« 
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Mr. J. Edgar .Hoover',' , 

Chief, F.B.I.V , 

Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Mr. Hooker: - 

Your article "fcrime CampV 
American was very unfair to ou F~irfdu s t ry. 



appearing in the Feb 


i 

^OARD OF DIRECTORS .* 

G. S. CHANDLER 
Tallahassee Auto Court 
. Tallahassee, Florida 

G. P. GARDNER 
George-Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M. HIRSH 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

C. D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 

y Bluebonnet Courts / 

1 Mr. E. A. Tamm 

MSP. Clegg 

B2e». I/fldt9 — . 

Mr. Coffey 

Bfor. Egaia 

Ms* Glavfra u 

'Plsrbo i 

Mr. Lester .... 

Mr. Hendon 

| Mr. Mclnttre 

i 

Mr. Nichole — 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Quinn. Tore 
Tour Room 
Mr. Tracy 







. 1 am _ enclosing herewith a copytof oui^pnited 
(Eastern Div.) to':whic h I.invite your attention as" to our code.' 
y@u know of any hotel association that advertises such a standard? 

If you are the good sp 0 rt that I believe y 0 u to be, you will at 
least have another article printed that will und_^o some 0 f the damage 
that you have done to the Courts of our type. 

f claim that the good Courts such as Green Acres Motor Court 
in Jacksonville, Fla. and any other United Motor Court operates cleaner 
^orally than any. hotel ANYWHERE- We have the opportunity 0 f seeing 
Uy 9 \ our guests arrive in their , own cars in their "native state", a nd ca n 
Ivr P turn them d 0 wn on -#^e spot, if undersirable. A hotel d n es not have th 

Ajr ^opportunity. 

4 


cs 


United States Senator "Key Pittman, his wife and party of. friends 
were with us on tw© occasions during the past December. If y 0 u should 
desire, I will ask Senator Pittmadto write to you direct as to the 
character of such Courts as ours. I An K' LL >' 

RECORDED & INDEXED 

.It has been intimated that the American Hotel Association (who 
are fighting us hard) hired you. to write. the article that appeared in 
the American. I am sure that y 0 u au>ld n$t be a '.party t 0 such smallness 
but how about the man who oollaorated with you? x u ' " 1 


, ' There is no question that you.hs 
correct the damage that you have unin#ei 

Yours 
A L > • 


iSKmfaoSI* W11 i 
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compliments of 


: ' " VCOMPUMENTS of 

GREEN' ACRES MOTOR COURT 

JACKSONVILLE.; FLA. 
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UNITED MOTOR COURTS 


(EASTERN' DIVISION, INC) 


PERSONNEL AND POLICIES 



This organization consists of individually owned motor 
courts of the better class, whose owners publish this guide 
so that discriminating patrons of this comparatively new 
kind of accommodations may be assured of comfort, safety 
and clean moral surroundings. 


This is a non-profit organization. Has 


no salaried officers. Employs no solici- 


tors. Membership is by invitation, after 


investigation. 


Prices are not established or quoted by the Association. 


Additional copies of this guide may be obtained from 
any member, or by addressing: 


LEO MOODY, Secretary, 
Gulfport, Miss. 


1940 — Seventh Annual Edition — 225,000 Copies 


Patronize 


United Motor 
Courts 

<s> 

<8> 

will be ^Pleased 


CLEANLINESS 

COMFORT 

CONVENIENCE 

and 

COURTESY 


NOTICE 

All listings in this Guide are arranged in 
alphabetical, order by States, by Cities 
and by names of Courts. 









U. M. C 


ALABAMA 
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ALABAMA-ARKANSAS 


U. M. G 



Clanton, Ala. — ELLIS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 31, two blks. 
No. of business center. Elevated location, bath in every cottage, 
hot water, steam heat, inner-spring beds. Meals all hours. 

John T. Ellis, Owner and Manager. 



k - k .»y - 


Mobile, Ala.— OLD SPANISH FORT TOURIST VILLAGE. 
E. end Cochrane Bridge. Intersection U. S. Hwy’s 90*31, 15 
Mi. East Mobile. Gas heated, Ventura cooled, tubs, showers, 
inner-spring mattresses, running ice water, recreation room, 
restaurant, service station, telephone, telegraph. 

Mr. and Mrs. George E. Fuller. 



Mobile, Ala. — OLSSON’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90, 1 Mi. 
West of City Limits. Tile baths, gas heat, attic fans, inner- 
spring mattresses, locked garages, telegraph office. Phone Bel- 
mont 2290. Mr. and Mrs. Albin Olsson. 



Montgomery, Ala. — GREEN’S TOURIST £ TRAILER COURT. 
On U. S. 31, 1 Mi. No. of City limits. Inner-spring beds, private 
baths, gas heat, cooking facilities. Phone Walnut 9458J. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal H. Green. 



Tuscaloosa, Ala. — MOON-WINX COURT. U. S. No.'ll, 3 
Mi. East of University of Alabama. Telegraph service. Cool, 
comfortable, air-conditioned, private tile bathrooms with show- 
ers, steam heat and private telephones. Phone 80. 

Meade Johnston, Manager. 



York, Ala.— TOURESTA COTTAGES. U. S. 80-11, West side 
in City, three blocks from center of town. White stucco Colonial 
cottages. Private baths, heat, fans, inner-spring beds, telephone, 
cafe, service station. T. Kobos, Manager. 



West Memphis, Ark.— 20th CENTURY TOURIST COTTAGES. 
5 Mi. West of Memphis on Hwy’s 70-61-64-79. Air-conditioned 
by General Electric. Hot water, locked garages, lunch room 
one- half mile, playground, lawn games. 



West Memphis, Ark.— WEST MEMPHIS TOURIST COURT. 
At Jet. U. S. Hwy’s 61-70. Fireproof, private baths, telephones, 
individual garages, double and single cabins. Some with twin 
beds. Phone 120 -L. D. 1. Toney Peters, Operator. 


U. M. c.- ’ N. M.-OKLA. ORE.-TEXAS 
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TEXAS-UTAH-WASH.-WYO. 


u. m. <cr 


NEW MEXICO 

, ALBUQUERQUE— COUNTRY CLUB AUTO COURT. Box 755. . 

ALBUQUERQUE— DE ANZA MOTOR LODGE. 4301 East Central Ave. 

ALBUQUERQUE— KINGS REST. 1916 W. 4th St. on Santa Fe Hwys. 
66-85. 

j CARLSBAD— HERMOSA COURTS. 800 South Canal St. 

) DEMING— DEMING COURT. 

GALLUP— CASA LINDA COURT. 

GALLUP— NAVAJO MOTOR INN. Box 227. 

SANTA FE— HACIENDA COURT. 

! TAOS— EL MONTE COURT. Box 86. 

[ OKLAHOMA 

t CHANDLER— GIBSON'S COURT. U. S. 66, State 18. 

I NORMAN— NORMAN COURTS. Hwy. 77, 7 blks. from town. 

t , OKLAHOMA CITY— LAKEVIEW COURT. Hwy. 66. 

OKLAHOMA CITY— MAJOR AUTO COURT. 3400 N.W. 39th, Hwy. 66. 
.TULSA— COOK'S COURT. 5900 E. Uth St. 

■ OREGON 

ANLAUF — ANLAUF-ELKHORN LODGE, 
j BEND— SOUTH CITY LIMITS MOTEL. 1401 South 3rd St. 

) BONNEVILLE— COLUMBIA VISTA MOTOR LODGE. 

■ CORVALLIS— WA-WONA COURT. 816 South 3rd St. 

EUGENE— SEAL'S MOTEL AND AUTO COURT. Box 26. 

i" FLORENCE — HASTINGS LAKESHORE RESORT, 

j GLENADA— HOUGHTALING'S WOAHINK LAKE RESORT. 

; GOLD BEACH— GOLD BEACH AUTO PARK AND INN. Box 117. 

GRANT'S PASS— EGYPTIAN MOTOR INN. 632 North Sixth St. 
GRANT'S PASS— REDWOOD MOTEL COURT. 707 North Sixth St. 
i MILWAUKIE— PORTLAND MOTOR INN. Route 10, Box 783. 

NEWPORT— YAQUINA LODGE. Box 596. 

PORTLAND— COLONIAL VILLAGE. Route 6, Box 400. 

: PORTLAND— FOUR STAR MOTEL. 9400 N. E. Sandy Bird. 

PORT ORFORD— PORT ORFORD AUTO COURT, 
j SALEM— CAPITOL COTTAGES. Route 7, Box 228. 

SALEM— NORTH SALEM MOTEL. 2673 North Pacific Highway. . 

j 

j TEXAS 

|t ABILENE— GRANDE LODGE. U. S. 80, 2002 N. 1st. 

| AMARILLO— BUNGALOW COURTS. Hwy. 87, 1004 N. Fillmore St. 

AMARILLO— GRANDE COURTS. Hwys. 66-60, 600 N. E. 8th St. 

\ AMARILLO— PUEBLO COURTS. U. S. 66-60, 3101 E. 8th. 

: AUSTIN— RILEY COTTAGES. 2121 Congress Ave. 

| AUSTIN— SAM HOUSTON MOTEL. 1005 S. Congress Ave. 

'■ AUSTIN— SAN JOSE COURT. 1316 S. Congress Ave., U. S. 81. 

BEAUMONT— BLUE BIRD COURT. 1 Mi. W. City limits, Hwy. 90. 
BROWNSVILLE— ROSE MARY COURT. U. S. 83. 

DALLAS— GRANDE TOURIST LODGE. Zangs Blvd. in Oak Cliff. 

U. S. 80. 


EL PASO — DEC CAMINO COURTS. Hwy. 80, 4916 Alameda St. 

FORT STOCKTON— GATEWAY LODGE. Hwy. 290, 

FORT WORTH— EL PATIO LODGE. Intersection U. S. 80 and State 24. 
FORT WORTH— MAYO'S COURT. 1719 E. Lancaster, U. S. 80-1. 
FORT WORTH— SHADY-TOUR- REST COURT. U. S. 377, State 10-121. * 

HILLSBORO— WELTON COURTS. U. S. 81, S. of City. 

HOUSTON— ADMIRAL COURTS. U. S. Hwy. 75 ot N. Main. 

HOUSTON— BELLE TOURIST COURT. Hwys. 75-90. 6712 Harris- 
burg Blvd. 

HOUSTON— BRAESWOOD COURT. U. S. 90, 2116 Bellaire Blvd. 
HOUSTON— CARLON HOTEL COURTS. 8000 S. Main. 

LAREDO— CORTEZ COURTS. Hwys. 81-83, N. edge of City. 

LAREDO— LAND'S COURT. N. edge of City on U. S. 81-83. 

LONGVIEW— LIGHTHOUSE LODGE. U. S. 80, Texas 15, W. Tyler St. 

MARSHALL— MARSHALL TOURIST COURT. U. S. 80 Loop, 2202 
Houston. 

McALLEN— VALENCIA COURT. Hwys. 4-83. 

OZONA— ELMER'S TOURIST COURT. U. S. Hwy. 290, State Hwy. 27. 

SAN ANGELO— WYLIE HOTEL COURT. 2000 N. Chadbourne. 

SAN ANTONIO— BRACKENRIDGE TOURIST LODGES. U. S. 81, 201 
E. Josephine St. 

SAN ANTONIO^-GRANDE COURTS. Near Hwy. 81, 755 Mulberry St. 

SAN ANTONIO— PARK MOTEL. 3617 Broodwoy, U. S. 81. 
j ' SEYMOUR— DE LUXE COURT. U. S. Hwy. 277. 

' SIERRA BLANCA— EL PATIO COURT. U. S. 80. 

TEMPLE— RAMONA COURTS. 500 W. Ave. G. 

VAN HORN— CAMP EL ROYALE. U. S. 80, E. end of town. 

WESLACO— SIESTA COURTS. Hwy. 4, U. S. No. 83. 

UTAH 

KANAB— PARRY LODGE. 99 East Center St. 

OGDEN— MOUNTAIN VIEW AUTO COURT. 563 West 24th St. 

’■* SALT LAKE CITY— CAPITOL TOURIST APTS. 1749 South State St. 

SALT LAKE CITY— UTAH MOTOR PARK. 1000 South State St. 


WASHINGTON 

CHEHALIS — CHEHALIS TOURIST COURT. 1700 Morket St. 

SOUTH TACOMA— DITTEMORE'S AUTO COURT. Route 1, Box 484. 


WYOMING 

CHEYENNE— MISSION MOTOR COURT. 222 E. Lincoln Highway. 

- CHEYENNE— WYOMING MOTOR PARK. Box 593. 

’ LARAMIE— SUPERIOR LODGE. 

ROCK SPRINGS— WHITE MOUNTAIN LODGE. 400 North Center St. 


For illustrated Guide to Western Division, write Keith Cobo, Secretary, 
United Motor Courts, Inc., 798 Bay Shore Highway, Burlingame, California. 





'U. M. G. CALIF.-COLO.-IDAHO Poge 

PASADENA— GYPSY TRAIL MOTEL. 3445 E. Colorado St. 

PASADENA— MONTEREY LODGE. 3491 E. Colorodo^St. 

PISMO BEACH— MAR VISTA MOTOR LODGE. Box C. ' 
REDLANDS— KLEIN'S MOTOR INN. 

REQUA— WONDERLAND REDWOOD PARK. 

RICHMOND— GILMANS MOTEL. 1907 Eostshore Highwoy. 

RIVERSIDE— EL CAMINO MOTEL. 1616 Eost 8th St. 

SACRAMENTO— GEM AUTO COURT. Box 4340-E, Route 7. 
SACRAMENTO— LOS ROBLES MOTOR LODGE. Route 7, Box 2730. , 

SALINAS— LINDY MOTOR INN. 

SALINAS— SALINAS MOTOR LODGE. Box 363. 

SAN BERNARDINO— MT. VERNON AUTO MOTEL. 2104 N. Mt. 
Vernon Ave. 

SAN DIEGO— "KING" ARTHUR'S COURT. 4626 60th St. 

SAN FRANCISCO— OCEAN PARK MOTOR COURT. 2690 46th Are. 

SAN GABRIEL— SAN GABRIEL MOTEL 215 W. Volley Blvd. 

SAN JOSE— HI-WAY AUTO COURT. Route 4, Box 295. 

SAN MATEO— SAN MATEO MOTOR INN. Box 172. 

SAN RAFAEL— COURT SAN RAFAEL. Box 367. 

SAN RAFAEL— EL CAMINO MOTOR. COURT. 401 Lincoln Ave. 

SANTA BARBARA— PERRY'S MOTOR COURT. 3976 Hollister Ave. 

SANTA BARBARA— TRAVELER'S MOTOR COURT.. 3230 Hollister Ave. 
SANTA CRUZ— HIDDEN MOTOR COURT. 80 Riverside Ave. 

SANTA MARIA— BEACON MOTEL. Box 66. 

SANTA MONICA— OLYMPIC AUTO HOTEL. ,1661 Lincoln Blvd. 

SANTA ROSA— MINGER'S MOTEL. Route 5, Box 137. 

SANTA ROSA— UNZELMAN'S AUTO COURT. 

SMITH RIVER— WHITE ROCK AUTO PARK. 

SOUTH FORK, HUMBOLDT COUNTY — COLLINS' ENGLEWOOD 
PARK. 

STOCKTON— EL DORADO MOTEL. 1700 South El Dorado St. 
SUNNYVALE— SUNNYVALE AUTO COURT. 

TRACY— TRACY MOTEL. 

TRINIDAD— BISHOP PINE LODGE. 

VACAVILLE— VACA VALLEY INN. 

VAN NUYS— SHERMAN OAKS MOTOR HOTEL. 14106 Ventura Blvd. 
VENTURA— MISSION BELL MOTEL. 3437 Ventura Blvd. 

VICTORVILLE— GREEN SPOT MOfEL. 

WILLITS— DUNHAM'S AUTO COURT. 

COLORADO 

COLORADO SPRINGS— MOUNTAIN VIEW COURTS. 1713 Nevada ,• 
Ave., Hwy. 85. 

DENVER — COLUMBINE COTTAGES. 1700 South Santa Fe Drive. 

IDAHO 

BOISE— RATICAN'S DE LUXE AUTO COURT. Box 1953. 

POCATELLO— SUNSET MOTOR COURT. 8C3 South 5th Ave. 

WEISER— FISHER'S APARTMENT AUTO COURT. 440 East Moin St. 


18 IND.-IA.-LA.-MEX.-MO.-NEB.-NEV. U. M. C. 


INDIANA 

CLAYTON— RALSTON'S SUNSET COURT. 17 Mi. West of Indian- 
apolis. Hwy. 40. 

INDIANAPOLIS— ORCHARD TERRACE. 23 Mi. W. of Indianopolis 
on U. S. 40. 

IOWA 

DENISON— STONE'S DE LUXE TOURIST CABINS. 319 S. 15th St., 
Hwy. 30. 

DeWITT— CROSS ROADS COURT. 326 Eleventh, Hwys. 30-61. 

LOUISIANA 

ALEXANDRIA— COLONIAL COURTS. On Hwys. 20-71-165. 

BATON ROUGE— BAILEY'S TOURIST INN. 2 Mi. E. of City on Hwys. 
190-61. . . 

MEXICO, REPUBLIC OF 

MEXICO CITY— SHIRLEY COURTS. Hwy. 1, Colzada Manuel Villa- 
login 151. 

MONTEREY— REGINA COURTS. 

TAMZUNCHALE — D. Z. COURTS. Loredo-Mexico City Hwy. 

MISSOURI 

CUBA— WAGON WHEEL COTTAGES. Hwy. 66 

HANNIBAL— AHLER'S COURT. % Mi. N. of 36-61 Jet. 36C2 Me- 
Master Ave. 

JOPLIN— KORONADO KOURT. City limits, Hwy. 66-W. 

ROLLA — SCHUMANN TOURIST CITY. Hwys. 66-63. . 

SPRINGFIELD— RAIL HAVEN COTTAGES. Hwys. 66-65. 201 S. 
Glenstone Ave. 

ST*. LOUIS (VALLEY PARK)— TRAV-O-TEL DE LUXE COURT. 11 Mi. 
W., U. S. Hwy. 66. 

NEBRASKA 

KEARNEY— THE ELLIOTT MOTOR LODGE. West Lincoln Way. 
NORTH PLATTE— STANFORD MOTOR LODGE. 1400 E. 4th St. 
OGALLALA— WELSH COURTS. 

OMAHA— TOWER TOURIST VILLAGE. 78th ond Dodge St. 

NEVADA 

ELKO— ELKO AUTO COURT. 1297 Idaho St. 

LAS VEGAS— LIDO AUTO COURT. 405 South 5th St. 

LAS VEGAS— NEVADA MOTEL. 704 South 5th St. 

LAS VEGAS— TRAVELER'S AUTO COURT, INC. 1100 Fremont St. 
LAS VEGAS— YE KINGS AUTO REST. 526 South 5th St. 

RENO— CREMER'S AUTO COURT/ Box 430. 

RENO— SILVER STATE LODGE. Box 296. 

WINNEMUCCA— SCOTT SHADY CAMP, INC. Box 692. 
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Clearwater, Fla. — CLEARWATER BEACH COURT. Just across 
free causeway. 1 blk. from Gulf bathing, beach. All modem 
cottages. Grocery, cafe and service station. B. H. Thomas. 



Cocoa, Fla.— COCOA COTTAGES. U. S. No. 1 So. of Titusville, 
5 Mi. No. of Cocoa. Adequately heated, inner-spring mattresses, 
private bath throughout, cooking facilities, grocery and. restau- 
rant adjacent, free garage. P. O. Sharpes, Fla. 

Harry B. Berdan. 



Daytona Beach, Fla— CABANA COLONY. On Ocean front 
South of City, State Route 140 or South Atlantic Ave. Modern 
housekeeping cottages, also rooms. Quiet surroundings. Five 
minutes to town. Day or week. Phone 2143-W. 

Mark Rigg. 



Daytona Beach, Fla.— DAYTONA TOURIST PARK. U. S. 1, 


one Mi. No. on Ridgewood Ave. Community hall,- private baths, 
kitchenettes, steam heat, screened - porches, garages, modern 
trailer park. Mr. and Mrs. Louis Janoskie. 
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Daytona Beach, Fla.— MEMBER Y’S OCEAN COURT COT- 
TAGES. Highway 140 and So. Atlantic Ave. . On the beach. 
v Maid service, tile baths, radio, frigidaires, insulated, kitchenettes, 
playground, garages, surf-bathing and fishing. Telegraph. 
Phone 9226. J. G. Membery, Owner-Manager. 



Ridgewood Ave., bordering Daytona’s north city limits. Kitch- 
enettes available, tiled showers, radios, steam heat, community 
hall, trailer park, three blocks from theater, stores. Phone 9247. 


Wm. A. Weber, Owner : Mannger. 



Fort Myers, Fla.— EDISON BRIDGE TOURIST COURT. Half 
Mi. No. of Edison Bridge on Tamiami Trail — U. S. 41. 20 com- 

plete Units. Restaurant, grocery, good fishing, Gulf bathing. 
Western Union Connection. Phone 1197-R. 

H. O. Kight, Owner. John Guy Smith, Jr., Manager. 



Gainesville, Fla.— FLORIDA MOTOR COURT, l^Ali. So. on 


U. S. 411. So. bound tourists leave U. S. 41' at High Springs 
taking U. S. 441 to our Court. Rock and brick cottages. Beauty- 
rest mattresses,* private tiled showers. Dining car in connection. 
Gas heat. * . C. A. Powell, Owner-Operator. ■ 
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Hollywood, Fix — BADGER MOTOR COURT. V/> Mi. South Jacksonville Beach, Fla. — TOM THUMB COTTAGES. On 

on U. S. No. 1, 15-minute drive to Miami, 1 Mi. to Ocean. Baths, Ocean front. Two blocks East of Road 78. 1 Mi. So. of busi- 

kitchcneLtes, car shelters, filtered drinking water, telephone and ness district and amusement pier. Hot showers, electrically 

telegraph service. P. 0. Box 777. equipped kitchens. Wide driving beach, bathing, fishing. Ad- 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Shroeder. jacent to golf course. Phone 438. Mary A. Singletary. 



Jacksonville, Fla.— GREEN ACRES MOTOR COURT. On 
U. S. 1 (Miami Road) at exact South City limits, 2Vj Mi. So of 
bridge. White brick Colonial cottages. Steam heat, private tile 
baths, GRILL, shady grounds. Rooms, for Chauffeurs. Maids. 
Phone 5-9680. Chalmers D. Horne. 




Jacksonville, Fla. — JACK MURRAY'S BRICK CABINS. In 
City, 2 Mi. So. of Jacksonville. Business district, on U. S. No. 1. 
Tile bath, radio, steam heat, locked garage, osc. fans, Western 
Union, bus service available. Telephone 5-7074-W. 

John J. Murray. 



Jacksonville, Fla.— PHOENIX PARK MOTOR COURT. In City 
North Side. Turn East from Main St. (which is U. S. 17) over 
44th St. 6 blocks. Private baths, Duo-Therm heaters, kitchen- 
ettes if desired; cafe, grocery, car shelters. Approved AAA. 
Phone 5-9135. ' Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Stevens. 



Kissimmee, Fla.— CAMP KISSIMMEE AUTO COURT. U. S. 
17-92-192. No. side in City limits, 3 blks. off Ilwy. Baths, 
laundry, Lodge, games, gas for cooking. Shady trailer park. 
Nearby lakes abound in bass. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eb. Jones and Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Allen. 



Lake City, Fla.— LAKE CITY MOTOR COURT. U. S. 41 So. 
Inside City limits. Brick cottages, private baths, Simmons 
furniture, Beautyrest mattresses, steam heat. Western Union. 
Phone 499. Tom B. Scrutchins. 



Lakeland, Fla.— LAKELAND COTTAGES. U. S. 92 at E. City 
limits. Private baths, gas equipped, kitchenettes, grocery, 
laundry, garages, shuffleboard, horseshoe courts, service station, 
shady trailer space. John Sedmera, Owner. 
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FROM COAST TO COAST 


The Following Listings are of the Members of the 


CENTRAL and WESTERN DIVISIONS, U. M. C. 


ARIZONA CARPINTERIA— PINE HAVEN MOTEL Box X. 

BENSON-CAMP BENSON. Box 215. CHULA VISTA-BRADLEY'S AUTO COURT. 70 Notionol Ave. 

BISBEE— PUEBLO COURT. Box 352. CRESCENT CITY— THE BREAKERS MOTOR APTS. Box 156. 


FLAGSTAFF— DU BEAU'S MOTEL INN. Cor. Phoenix and Beocon Ave. 
KINGMAN— EL TROVATORE AUTEL. Box 1. 

MESA— PETER PAN MOTOR HOTEL Box 306. 

PHOENIX— EL ROYALE MOTOR COURT. 106 North 17th Ave. 
PHOENIX— McCOY'S MOTOR COURT. 1930 W. Von Buren St. 
PHOENIX— PALOMINE HOTEL MOTOR COURT. 1520 W. Van Buren. 
PHOENIX— SEA BREEZE TOURIST VILLAGE. 

PRESCOTT— SHADOW CROFT COURT. Box 104. 

WILLIAMS— HULL'S MOTEL INN. 

YUMA— PEACH AUTO COURT. 

ARKANSAS 

HOT SPRINGS— OAKLAWN TOURIST COURT. Hwy. No. 7. 
TEXARKANA— BELL BROTHERS' TOURIST COURT. On Hwy. 67. 
VAN BUREN— QUAIL'S MOTEL Hwys. 71-64. 

WEST MEMPHIS — JORDAN'S TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 70-64. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

BURNABY— DE VALL'S AUTO VILLAS. 4161 Kingsway. 

NEW WESTMINSTER — RIO VISTA BUNGALOW COURT. 4345 
Grandview Douglas Highway. 

VICTORIA— CRAIGFLOWER AUTO COURT. Island Highway, Craig- 
flower P. O. 

CALIFORNIA 

ARCATA— SEAV1EW MOTOCOURT. Star Route. 

ATASCADERO— ATASCADERO MOTOR LODGE. P. O. Box 485. 
BAKERSFIELD— CALIFORNIA MOTOR HOTEL. Box 967. 
BAKERSFIELD— TRAVELER'S COTTAGES. 915 Union Ave. 
BANNING— MOTOR INN. 1363 E. Ramsey St. 

BLYTH— ELBA JONES MOTOR COURT. Box 304. 

BUELLTON— BUELLTON AUTO COURT. 

BURLINGAME— BAYSHORE MOTEL. Box 487. 

CALEXICO— EL RECREO MOTEL. 1015 Imperial Ave. 


DALY CITY— MISSION. AUTO COURT. 6843 Mission St. 
DUNSMUIR— CEDAR LODGE. Box 99. 

EL CERRITO— BAY BRIDGE AUTO COURT. 2024 Son Pablo Ave. 
FORTUNA— MISSION MOTOR COURT. 

FRESNO— FRESNO MOTOR INN. 105 W. Belmont. 

FRESNO— FRESNO MOTOR LODGE. Route 1, Box 145. 

GLENDALE— VICTORY MOTOR INN. 1722 Victory Blvd. 

HOLLYWOOD— MAJOR'S MOTOR COURT HOTEL. 3255 Cohuengo 
Blvd. 

KING CITY — LINDY. MOTOR INN. 

LAYTONVILLE— TAN OAK PARK. 

LONG BEACH— CHERRY MOTOR COURT. 1777 Cherry St. 

LONG BEACH— CHIEF AUTO INN. 3932 Long Beach Blvd. 

LONG BEACH— HARVEY LINE MOTEL. Willow St. at Pacific Ave. 
LONG BEACH— RANDALL MOTOR LODGE. 809 West State St. 

LOS ANGELES— ALBERT'S MOTEL. 1460 Colorado Blvd., Eagle Rock. 
LOS ANGELES— BROCKTON COTTAGES. 1225 Brockton Ave. 

LOS ANGELES— EAST LOS ANGELES MOTEL. 5331 Whittier Blvd. 
MERCED— ANDERSON MOTEL Box. 450. 

MERCED— MOTEL MERCED. Box 661. 

MODESTO— HAMMER'S COURT. Route 2, Box 1104. 

MODESTO— HEATHER INN MOTOR COURT. Route 4, Box 1350. 

NEEDLES— ROBINSON'S BUNGALOW HOTEL AND MOTOR INN. 222 
F. Street. 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD— STUDIO CITY AUTO COURT. 11939 Ven- 
tura Blvd. 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD— TROQUET MOTEL. 1 1440 Ventura Blvd. 

' NORTH SAN DIEGO— CARDWELL'S MOTOR COURT. 2330 La Jolla 
Ave. 

OAKLAND— MOTEL ROOSEVELT. 9029 Foothill Blvd. 

PACIFIC BEACH— MAR VISTA MOTOR COURT. 4980 Cass St. 

PACIFIC GROVE— SEVENTEEN MILE DRIVE COTTAGE COURT. Box 
529. 

PALO ALTO— SPEEDWAY MOTEL. 790 Bayshore Highway. 
PASADENA— CLARK MOTEL 3019 E. Colorado St, 
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Pulaski, Term. — LOG CABIN COURT. On U. S. 31 junction 
State 11, No. City limits. Steam heat, private baths, inner-spring 
beds, private telephones in cottages, restaurant, garages, trailer 
space. Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Mitchell. 



Pulaski, Tenn.— WINDSOR VILLAGE. On U. S. Hwys. 31 and 
64. Steam heat, private tile baths, electric fans, Beautyrest 
mattresses. Early American Furniture. Cafe. 24-hour service. 

Blow & Coffman, Owners. 



Houston, Tex.— BLUEBONNET COURTS. On U. S. 75 (Galves- 
ton Road) near U. S. 90 cut-off around Houston, in Southeast 
section of City. Air-cooled rooms and apartments with phones, 
gas-steam heat, electric refrigerators, complete community cen- 
ter. Bus line. Phone Woodcrest 6-2608, L. D. 92. 

Robert C. Stuart. 



Alexandria, Va.— AINSWORTH DOWNS TOURIST COURT. 
U. S. 1, 14 Mi. So. Washington, D. C., 37 Mi. No. Fredericksburg, 
Va., near Mt. Vernon. Steam heat, brick cottages, Beautyrest 
equipment, private baths, heated connecting garages. 

. H. R. Ainsworth, Owner and Manager. 


i 



Chester, Va. — MOORE’S BRICK COTTAGES. U. S. 1, 12 Mi. 


So. of Richmond, 9 Mi. No. of Petersburg, mailing address 
Chester, Va. Steam heat, hath and toilets, garages and dining 
room, shady grounds, trailer parking near lake. 

G. C. Crump, Owner and Manager. 



Fredericksburg, Va.— BROWN’S AUTO COURT. Hotel cot- 
tages, U. S. 1, 2 y 2 miles No. of Fredericksburg, 50 Mi. So. of 
Washington, D. C. 35 cottages, steam heat, strictly modern, 
dining room, accommodations 100 guests. Official AAA, ALA. 
Telephone 9166-J. L. Vcrburg & Sons, Owners and Mgrs. 


This guide is published under the direction of the 
Board of Directors, United Motor Courts (East. Div.) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 1939-1940 

Mark Rigg President 

Cabana Colony, Daytona Beach, Florida 

Judge P.D. Rich First Vice-President 

Dixie Pines Tourist Court, Bainbridge, Georgia 

j. H. Haston Second Vice-President 

Glendale Tourist Court, Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Leo Moody Sec’y-Treas. 

Mabdy’s Tourist Cottages, Gulfport, Mississippi 

G :S. Chandler Director 

Tallahassee Auto Court, Tallahassee, Florida 

G. P. Gardner Director 

George-Anna Cottages, Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M ; Hirsh Director 

Comfort Motor Court, Tampa, Florida 

Chalmers D. Horne Director 

Green Acres Motor Court, Jacksonville, Florida 

Robt. C. Stuart Director 

Bluebonnet Courts, Houston, Texas 
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Lake Wales, Fla.— CENTRAL FLORIDA TOURIST VILLAGE. 
3 blks. from business section in City limits. Six cottages, steam 
heat, car shelters, grocery, lunch room, kitchenettes. 3 Mi. from 
Bok Tower. 



Melbourne, Fla.— MIDWAY TOURIST COLONY. U. S. No. 1 
(Dixie) 4 blks. So. of center of City. 150 Cottages for season, 
monthly, weekly and overnight guests. Swimming pool, com- 
munity halls, games, fishing pier. S. Ridout, Manager. 



Lake Wales, Fla. (Bok Tower) — KENDALL COTTAGES. Turn 
West at Fla. Pub. Service v Water Tower 3 blks. Turn North of 
Hwy. 79 4 blks. from P. O. Cottages have hot and cold water, 
electricity, steam gas heat, private baths, kitchenettes. Good 
beds. Phone 27652. Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Emory. 



Leesburg, Fla.— MARIETTA TOURIST COURT. 2 Mi. No. 
on U. S. 441. Heated cottages, private baths, hot water, inner- 
spring beds, private garages, dining room. Trailer space. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Mason. 



Marianna, Fla.— MALLOY’S COTTAGE MOTEL. U. S. 90 (Old 
Spanish Trail) West edge City limits. Steam heated, inner- 
spring mattresses, garages, dining room, service station. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. N. Malloy. 



Miami, Fla.— LA MODERNE COTTAGES. U. S. 94— Tamiami 
Trail, 4350 S. W. 8th St. Stucco Cottages, inner-spring mat- 
tresses, tile baths, gas heat. Four with cooking. Close to all 
Xjoints of interest. Mr. and Mrs. Esulis. 



Miami, Fla.— PINE TERRACE COTTAGES. In the City at 6860 
N. E. 2nd Ave., Old Dixie Hwy. Baths, kitchenettes, gas for 
cooking, laundry. Convenient to bathing beach and points of 
interest. W. T. Anderson. 



Miami, Fla.— ROYAL COURT. U. S. 1, 1 Mi. No. of City 
limits. East side of Biscayne Blvd. at 109th St. Tiled baths, 
inner-spring mattresses, car shelters, gas heat, 22 cottages, 12 
with kitchenettes, tiled sinks. Telephone 7-2180. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. V. Braitli waite. 
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Orlando, Fla. — POINSETTIA COURT. U. S. 441, 2% Mi. No. 
of City limits. Gas heat, baths, four kitchenettes, lunch room, 
service station? On large lake. Boating, fishing, swimming. 
Phone 32 R. 32; P. 0. Box 1427. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Gunn. 



Pensacola, Fla.— PENSACOLA MOTOR LODGES AND MOTEL. 
U. S. 90, 2*4 blks. West of City limits on Mobile Hwy. Fire- 
proof, well heated motel rooms and cottages. Tubs, showers, 
inner-spring beds, garage, complete kitchenettes. Phone 9316. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. L. J. Smith. 



St. Augustine, Fla. — COURTESY COURT. North side within 
City limits, U. S. 1. Spacious rooms with heat, private baths, 
connecting locked garages. Venetian blinds, carpeted floors. 

Lloyd G. Thompson, Owner. Ann Schowalter, Mgr. 



St. Augustine, Fla. — PALMS HOTEL COTTAGES. In the City, 
137 San Marco Ave., on U. S. No. 1. 38 units, hot water heat, 

private, baths, dining room, police protection, 24-lir. service, 
shady lawns. Telephone and telegraph. 

Mr. 0. D. Wolfe, Owmer-Manager. 



Pensacola, Fla. — ROBINSON’S SCENIC TOURIST COURT. 
U. S. 90, in East Pensacola. 400 ft. from. Pensacola Bay. En- 
closed grounds. Hot water and hot air heat, baths, electric fans, 
groceries, garages. Shady grove. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. D. Robinson. 



Port St. Joe, Fla.— MONEY BAYOU COTTAGES. U. S. 98 on 
the Gulf of Mexico, 12 Mi. East of Port St. Joe. Private baths, 
gas heat, kitchens with gas stoves and electric ice boxes. 


i 



St. Augustine, Fla.— REES’ SEASHORE COTTAGES. On Ocean 
Front at Vila no Beach, 2 Mi. No. of City on Road 78. Baths, 
electric cooking, garages, heated, surf-bathing, fishing, motor 
scoots, bicycles and beach games. 

L. G. Rees, and Mildred Thomas, Owners-Mgrs. 



St. Petersburg, Fla. — ALL STATES COURT. 2 Mi. So. of Cen- 
tral Ave. on Florida 230. Private baths, kitchenettes, car. shel- 
ters, Social Hall, games, bathing, fishing and boating. 76 shady 
trailer spaces. Mrs. M. V. Brush. 
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Chattanooga, Tenn.— INTERSTATE TOURIST LODGE. Route 
No. 4, U. S. Hwy’s 41-64-72, 2*/£ Mi. w r cst of Lookout Mountain. 
Inner-spring mattresses, private tiled showers, free garage, play- 
ground, restaurant, pure tested water. Telephone and telegraph 
service. Phone 39277. AAA approved. Ralph G. King. 



Chattanooga, Tenn. — WIGWAM COTTAGES. Route No. 1, 
U. S. 11 and 64, 1*4 Mi. of City limits, 1*4 Mi. from Atlanta short- 
cut. Brick cottages, private baths, shady grounds, coal and oil 
heaters, 5 gas plates, grocery, cafe near. Phone 25169. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Sneed. 



Gatlinburg, Tenn. — SMOKY HEIGHTS RESORT. Hwy. 71, No. 
side of City, 1 Mi. from Great Smoky Mountain National Park. 
Rustic cottages, kitchens, private baths, inner-spring mattresses, 
tea room, playground, telegraph service. O. R. Medlin. 



Jackson, Tenn.— THE GEORGE-ANNA COTTAGES. U. S. 70 
at West City limits. 28 cottages, baths, gas heat, garages, inner- 
spring mattresses on every bed. Restaurant. 24-hour service. 
Phone 623. G. P. Gardner. 



Knoxville, Tenn.— ALHAMBRA TOURIST COURT. On U. S. 
11 and 70 West side. 17 cottages, each with private tile bath, 
radio, steam heat. Situated in cool and restful atmosphere. 
Phone 32507. Mr. R. L. Fooshee. 



Knoxville, Tenn.— TREEMONT TOURIST COURT. One-half 
Mi. No. on U. S. 25-W. Steam heated, private baths. 

A. C. Harrington, Manager/ 



Nashville, Tenn.— BELLE MEDE MOTEL. Hwy. 70, 4 Mi. 
West of City. Steam heat, insulated, shower baths, Beautyrest 
mattresses, garages, dining room in connection. Telegraph. 
Phone 7-9164. Mr. and Mrs. Jno. R. Bomar. 



Nashville, Tenn.— RAINBOW INN. U. S. 31-W and 41-E, */ 2 Mi. 
No. of City. Steam heat, private baths, hot water, good beds, 
shady grounds, cafe, service station. Phone 39156. 

J. E. Baird, Jr. 
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Winston-Salem, N. C. — WINSTON-SALEM TOURIST VIL- 
LAGE. Routes 158-421, one Mi. East of P. O. on Greensboro 
Hwy. Village Inn and cottages. Private baths, steam heat, 
kitchenettes, garages, dining room, recreation hall. Phone 
2-3612. C. A. Dobbins, Manager. 




JEglg'y 
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Lima, Ohio.— MILLER’S VILLA. GARDENS. U. S. 25, 6 Mi. 
So. Private showers and toilets, inner-spring beds, gas heated, 
restaurant and service station, trailer parking, 24-hour service. 
12-montli stop. Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Miller, Owners. 
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Sumter, S. C.— POCALLA SPRINGS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 
15, 3 Mi. So. Steam or gas heat, baths, grocery, dining room, 
trailer space and laundry. Swimming pool. 

M. H. Beck — Otis Hill. 



Walter!) oro, S. C — LADY LAFAYETTE TOURIST COTTAGES. 
On U. S. 15-A in the City. Brick and stucco rooms. Steam 
heated. Insulated in summer. Private or connecting baths. 
Tel. 235 and 9107. Albert Novit, Directing Manager. 


JgT'ggg 



Bennettsville, S. C.— BEAUTY SPOT COURT. U. S. 15-A, 2 
Mi. No. Modern, showers and tub baths, dining room, locked 
garages, gas and oil; open 24 hours. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Muppin. 
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Bennettsville, S. C.— PAT’S COTTAGE COURT. 5 Mi. So. on 
U. S. Hwy’s 15 and 15-A. Steam heat, radio, fans, restaurant, 
circulating hot water, all cottages private baths, good beds, quiet 
surroundings. Phone 327-J. 

J. F. Patterson, Owner and Manager. 



Yemassee, S. C.— LANE’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 17, 54 Mi. 
No. of Savannah, 102 Mi. So. of Sumter. Steam heated, private 
tub and shower baths, inner-spring beds, dining room, garages, 
electric fans available. Mr. and Mrs. M. 0. Lane. 



Chattanooga, Tenn.— GLENDALE TOURIST COURT. Two Mi. 
No. on Tennessee 27, at foot of Signal Mountain (old Route No. 
41, free road to Nashville). 23 Mingleshade brick cottages. 
Modern. Electric and steam (Stokqr) heated, inner-spring mat- 
tresses, tile baths, cafe. AAA. Phone 6-9361. j 

Mr. and Mrs. I. H. Haston. 
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St. Petersburg, Fla.— THE DOLL HOUSES. 1325 4th St. So. 
on Florida 230. Close to all activities. In business district 
just So. of P. 0. Private baths and kitchenettes. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. Howard Thomas. 


St. Petersburg, Fla. — TREASURE VILLAGE. In City on 4th 
St. No. at 52nd Ave. Inner-spring beds, baths, heat, laundry, 
housekeeping, gas, car shelters. Social Hall. Night attendant. 
180 trailer sites. Phone 42-112. 

Treasure Brothers, Roy and Ray. 
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Silver Springs, Ocala, Fla.— SILVER SPRINGS COURT. 5.2 
Mi. East of Ocala. State Road 19. Tile baths, furnace heated, 
dining room, garages, playgrounds, shufTleboard, 18-hole golf 
course near. C. (Ed.) Carmichael. 
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Tallahassee, Fla.— LAKE ELLA MOTOR COURT. On U. S. 
90-27 on No. Monroe -St., 1 Mi. from business section. 20 indi- 
vidual cottages. New rock construction, private tile baths. 
Steam heat, Beaulyrest mattresses. Shady pine grove. Tele- 
phone service. Mr. and Mrs. John Freundschuh. 



IIS 
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Tallahassee, Fla.— TALLAHASSEE AUTO COURT. On U. S. 
90 and 27. In City limits at 1600-1800 No. Monroe. 42 indi- 
vidual cottages, brick and- rock construction, private tile baths, 
steam heat, Beauty rest mattresses. Telephone service. No 
mosquitoes. Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert S. Chandler. 


„ 


Tampa, Fla.— COMFORT MOTOR COURT. 10510 Nebraska 
Ave. 1*4 Mi. No. of Tampa, 3 Mi. No. of Hwy’s 17 and 92. Tile 
baths. Beauty rest mattresses, philgas heat, dining room, featur- 
ing fried chicken, sea foods and sizzlin’ steaks. Telephone and 
telegraph. Mr. and Mrs. Len M. Hirsh. 




Tallahassee, Fla.— CAPITAL CITY MOTOR COURT. U. S. 
319, 1*4 Mi. So. of Capital, Wakulla Rd. Brick cottages, private 
baths, gas heat, tea room, trailer park. Phone 811-W. 

Mrs. G. H. Suddath, Owner. Mrs. B. Eleazer, Manager. 




j SAVEN I. V 



Tampa, Fla.— TAMPA AUTO HAVEN. U. S. 41 (Nebraska 
Ave.), 3 Mi. No. of City limits; 4*4 Mi. No. of junction with 
U. S. 92. All brick cabins with private tiled baths, radios. Beauty- 
rest mattresses, gas radiant-fires, fans, plenty hot water. Tele- 
phone and telegraph. C. Edmund Worth. Seward W. Smith. 
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Vero Beach, Fla. — WEST’S MOTOR LODGE. U. S. 1, 1 Mi. 
So. Perfection heaters, private baths, Simmons inner-spring 
beds, locked garages. Abraham Freenwald. 



Albany, Ga.— MECCA COURT AND GRILL. One Mi. So. of 
City limits, U. S. Hwy. 19. Good restaurant, gas heat, hot and 
cold showers, inner-spring mattresses, electric fans. No cooking. 
Fhone 164-J. Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Harrington. 



Augusta, Ga. — DIXIE COURT. 1 Mi. So. City limits on U. S. 
1 and 78. Gas heat, kitchenettes. Every cottage with bath, 
toilet and inner-spring mattresses. Hot water, lunch room. 
Phone 906-J. Mrs. Alice C. Jones. 



Bainbridge, Ga.— DIXIE PINES MOTOR COURT. U. S. Hwys. 


84 and 27. One Mi. West. Steam heat, electric fans, private 
baths, Beautvrest mattresses, Axminster rugs, three cottage 
kitchenettes, five tile baths. Telephone and telegraph facili- 
ties. Judge and Mrs. P. D. Rich. 



Atlanta, Ga.— SWINEY’S COTTAGES. U. S. No. 41, 10 Mi. So., 
30 Mi. No. from Griffin. (Post Office Forest Park, Georgia). 7 
cottages with hath, 6 with cooking facilities; grocery, lunch 
room, barber shop. Shady trailer space. Telephone and tele- 
graph. Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Swiney. 



Atlanta, Ga.— THE OAKS TOURIST COURT. U. S. 41-19 (1650 
Stewart Ave. S. W.) South City limits. Brick cottages. Steam 
heat, private baths, inner-spring mattresses, locked garages. 

E. G. Rose. 



U. S. 411, Georgia 61, 45 Mi. No. of Cartcrsville, Ga. Twelve new 
white brick cottages. Private baths, gas heat, inner-spring beds, 
cafe, good food. Service station. Telegraph. Phone 38-40. 

T. H. Buckley, Owner-Manager. 



Macon, Ga. — FLANAGAN’S COURT. 2925 Houston Avenue. 
Three minutes from downtown Macon, on U. S. 41. 35 rooms, 

private baths, inner-spring mattresses, electric fans, ice water, 
garages, gas and steam heat, cafe. Telegraph. Telephone 9302. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Beall, Owner-Manager. 
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Long Beach, Miss.— JOHNSTON’S COTTAGES. y 2 blk. off 
U. S. 90 . Turn North at Standard Station, 600 ft. to entrance. 
Baths, kitchenettes, inner-spring mattresses, trailer court, quiet 
surroundings. Phone 1216-W. Mrs. M. C. Johnston, Owner. 



Asheville, N. G— FOSTER’S LOG CABIN COURT. U. S. 19- 
23-25-70. 5 Mi. North. Baths, kitchenettes, grocery, dining 
room. Golf and swimming nearby. 1-2-3 or 4-room cabins. 
Phone Weaverville 7404. Mr. and Mrs. Z. H. Foster. 



Meridian, Miss.— IRVIN MOTOR COURT. U. S. 11 and 80, Vz 
Mi. East. Steam heat, tile baths, inner-spring mattresses, Rock- 
wool insulation. AAA approved. Telephone and telegraph. 

Charles Irvin, Owner and Operator. 



Meridian, Miss.— SMITH’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. Hwy’s 11- 
80. In City limits. Stucco cottages, Rockwool insulation, hot 
and cold showers, inner-spring mattresses, gas heat, garages. 

J. Madison Smith. 



Pascagoula, Miss.— PASCAGOULA MOTOR COURT. U. S. 90, 
y 2 Mi. E. business section across from Fair Grounds. In shady 
pine grove, private baths, steam heat, Simmons beds, trailer 
park, good fishing and bathing. Phone 406. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron W. Beriul and Mrs. J. E. Lubach. 



Fayetteville, N. C.— NEWELL’S TOURIST COURT. U. S. 15-A, 
7 Mi. North on Raleigh Road. Inner-spring mattresses, private 
bath, natural finish, radiant gas heaters, lunch room, grocery 
near. Telephone and telegraph. 

Richmond M. Newell, Owner. 



Hendersonville, N. G— JONES DE LUXE COTTAGES. U. S. 
25, 2 1 / 2 Mi. So., 38 Mi. No. of Greenville, S. C., 23 Mi. So. Ashe- 
ville, N. C. Steam heat, private tile showers and tub baths, tiled 
kitchenettes, garages, shuffleboard. Phone 295-J. 



Hendersonville, N. C. — TOWLES’ TOURIST COURT. U. S. 
25, 1 y 2 Mi. So., 38 Mi. No. of Greenville, S. C. Hard wood heat- 
ers, inner-spring beds, cooking facilities. 


F. A. Towles, Manager. 
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Shreveport, La.— RIVERSIDE TOURIST LODGE. Just across 
River Bridge from business section of City, 8 acres, shady lawn, 
playgrounds, 1*4 blocks to restaurant and shows. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Allen. 
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Batesville, Miss. — COLONIAL COURT. U. S. 51, 1 Mi. South. 
Inner-spring mattresses, tile baths, gas heat, circulating hot 
water, cafe, 4 kitchenettes, telephone and telegraph.. 

Mr. J. C. Dunlap & S. H. Kyle. 


Mm 
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Clarksdale, Miss. — COTTON BOLL COURT. In City, inter- 
section Highways 61 and 49, 80 Mi. So. Memphis; 22 modern 
brick apartments, insulated, fans, tile baths, shower over tub, 
gas heat, hardwood floors, garages. 

S. H. Kyle, Owner. J. L. Sanford, Manager. 


Como, Miss. — COMO COURT. U. S. 51, 40 Mi. So. of Memphis. 
10 cottages, gas heated, Simmons beds, fans, restaurant, service 
station. S. M. Clayton, Sec’y. 
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Gulfport, Miss.— COLONIAL TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 90, 
5 Mi. East on beach. Baths, kitchenettes, restaurant, garages, 
bathing and fishing. Plenty of shade. Elton B^Henritzy. 
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Perry, Ga. — PERRY COURT. Center of town at corner Main 
and Bell Streets. Route 41-341. Every room with private bath. 
Convenient to all highways, and away from noise. AAA. 

Mr. J. Mead Tolleson. 
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Gulfport, Miss. — MOODY’S TOURIST COTTAGES. On beach 
in City limits, 8 b Iks. West of P. O. on U. S. 90. 40 cottages, 
baths, kitchenettes, grocery, dining room, garages. Facing on 
Gulf. Good fishing. Mr. and Mrs. Leo Moody. 



Savannah, Ga.— PLANTATION INN AND MOTOR COURT. 
6*4 Mi. So. of City on U. S. 17. Restaurant and modern tourist 
cottages. AAA. Phone 9662. Mr. R. Yaw, Manager. 


Gulfport, Miss. — PARADISE POINT. U. S. 90, 3 Mi. East. 40 
cottages with private hath and kitchenette. Restaurant, coffee 
shop, playgrounds, fishing and bathing. 1,000 ft. pier. 

W. Hendrickson & Sons. 


Valdosta, Ga.— COOK’S COTTAGES. U. S. 41 at So. City 
limits. Gas heat, inner-spring beds, baths, kitchenettes, res- 
taurant, grocery, gas station, garages. Shady trailer park. 

•Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Cook. 


1 
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Hattiesburg, Miss.— FORREST TOURIST COURT. I Mi. No. 
on Main St., Hwy. 49. All private baths and garages. Inner- 
spring beds. Kitchenettes in some cottages. , 

Forrest D. Roberts, Prop. 


Valdosta, Ga. — PINES CAMP COTTAGE AND TRAILER 
COURT. No. side in City, Hwy. 41 — 10 blks. from Court House. 
51 steam-heated cottages, private baths, ceiling fans, restaurant, 
groceries, service station. 100 trailer spaces. 

H. B. Aldrich, Proprietor. 
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Clayton, Ind.— HILLANDALE TOURIST LODGES. So. limits 
of Indianapolis on U. S. 31, 4402 Madison Ave. Ten minutes 
to heart of City. Private tiled showers. Year around comfort. 
Adjacent swimming pool; Phone Drexel 7122. 

Noble B. Watson, Owner. 
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Bardstown, Ky.— WILSON’S TOURIST COURT. In the City, 5 
blocks north of the Public Square, on No.'Td St. and U. S. 
Highways 31-E and 150. White stucco cottages, quiet, attractive 
surroundings, inner-spring mattresses, private baths, steam heat, 
garages, personal service. Phone 153. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Wilson, Mgr. and Owners. 




Bowling Green, Ky. — LOG CABIN COURT. U. S. 31-W, 3 Mi 
South, at Lost River. Baths, groceries, lunch room, gas station 
closed garages. Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Harwood. 






Cave Ci::v. Ky.— WIGWAM VILLAGE NO. 2. U. S. 31-W and 
68. One Mi. No. of Cave City, 3 Mi. So. of Horse Cave, 11 Mi. 
East of Mammoth Cave. Baths, fans, heat, inner-springs, spacious 
grounds, lunch room and gas station, always open. Western 
Union. Phone 139. F. A. Bedford, Owner & Mgr. 
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Elizabethtown, Ky. — BURNETT’S HOTEL AND MODERN 
TOURIST COURT. At No. City limits U. S. 31-W. Steam heat, 
private tub and shower baths, garages, Beautvrest mattresses, 
playgrounds, swimming pool, cafe. Hayes Burnett. Prop. 


Horse Cave, Ky.— WIGWAM VILLAGE NO. 1. On U. S. 31-E 
and 68. 3 Mi. E. of Horse Cave, 18 Mi. E. of Mammoth Cave, 
14 Mi. No. of Glasgow. Each Wigwam is insulated, has com- 
plete bath, hot and cold water, inner-spring mattresses, spacious 
grounds. Phone 3722. F. A. Bedford, Owner. 
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Glasgow, Ky.— DUTCH MILL VILLAGE. U. S. 31-E. 30 Mi. 
East of Bowling Green, 85 Mi. No. of Nashville. Gas heat, 
private -baths, inner-spring beds, grocery, lunch room. 

Carroll W. Ream. 
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Lexington, Ky. — MAPLE REST COTTAGES. On U. S. 25, two 
Mi. So. of City limits. Tubs, showers, inner-spring beds, gar- 
ages, furnace and stove heat. Phone 6473. 

Mrs. Ella Clark Smith. 
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Franklin, La.— FRANKLIN TOURIST COTTAGES. U. S. 90 
West Side City limits. Tile baths, air circulation, fans, kitchen- 
ettes, gas heat, Beautyrest mattresses. Garages, lunch room, fill- 
ing station. Telephone and telegraph. J. A. Chauvin, Prop. 




New Orleans, La.— HOLLYWOOD TOURIST COURT. U. S. 
90, 5 Mi. East from center of City (on Gentilly Road). Air 
cooled, gas heated. Fireproof, tile baths, frigidaires, Beauty- 
rest equipment, bus service, trailer park. Sightseeing trips. 
Telephone and telegraph service. Phone CRescent 1828. 

A. V. La Nasa. 
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New Orleans, La.— ARROW TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90, East 
City limits. Baths, kitchenettes, grocery, lunch room, laundry, 
bus service. Phone CRescent 9222. Sightseeing trips. 

* Louis Ramoneda, Asst. Mgr. 
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New Orleans, La. — TROPICAL TOURIST COURT. U. S. 90, 
4* */2 Mi. East of center of City. Gas heat, private tile baths, 
inner-spring beds, kitchenettes, Frigidaires, air-cooled attic ven- 
tilation, laundry. Trailer accommodations. Phone FR. 9129. 

M. H. La Nasa, Owner. 
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"GREEN ACRES" § 

Jacksonville, Fla,, on U. S. i, at exact South City > 
Limits, New White Brick Fireproof Colonial Cot- 2 
tages, with Private Tile Baths, Steam Heat, Inner- *° 
spring Mattresses, Garages - - GRILL 
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“GREEN ACRE5“, at Jacksonville,' Fla. 

2 Vi Miles South of River 
U. S. No- l — Exact South City Limits 
White Brick Colonial Cottages with Private Baths 
Hot Water, Steam Heat, Inner Spring Mattresses, GRILL 
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THE CROWELL- CO LLf 


250 Park Avenue 
New York 


Editorial Rooms 


January 12, 1940 
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Mr* Harold Nathan, Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justioe 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Mr. Nathan: 

Thank you figr your full answers to ray queries about the 
organization of the ttNatiopa l Police A cademy an d the personalities 
associated with it** The information will be helpful, aid I 
appreciate your, forwarding to us the two booklets on the training 
school* 

Sincerely ' yours. 



The odor® \Adams, Editor 
Interesting People Section 


Recorded & ' Indexed I ^ 

:! 1 J&T , 


* I f (<V pvtr, 
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J, ap ejicloQing a copy of .a letter 
whioh 1 have received from Ur , Silly ' 
drip&Qp 'Proaidcnt of ihtPVoierado . jotel . 'f' ;• ' ' 1 

i^oociistioRj together with acopy of . ay ’ • 

.reply thereto.: -'-v ' v , 




You will k note. I have referred him 






■■■■ '■ ?&<> 6 o urtncy ' PyicyfACooper ■ : . ' /i' •. j 

433 iforth : Lalieuieio ‘ Dr ive • •• * - 

Behring s P lartda '} ; 

/ ' ^ : ; "BEST COPY AVAILABLE ; 

, Dear -. Ryl oy t ' , • . ; ' : 'V v v \’V %v- ; -->vV ; . ‘ 

r u • X an enclosing fa .copy of d'. letter . 

'Received /font M^^^rBriggs^ . Prec idertt; of'the- '/V 
"ffCol orado. Ho tei > Bp coot Qtion , . ' J. . have ref e rrcd hits ' ~ 

• L’jto ■ 'BlbsP'i , \~ :• 

; . , >. / . J'Gra • gIso encloe £ ng 'c . c&p'# ~offa letter ; ; \ 

"/■'which 1 have' received'frQn'JanesKAQhhyf 'Jr V, ’-v 
i Of 3 toff Qf>dy Virginia!, whoappar/ntlydesireo to - . 

.exception to the ■ article f ^Canps. of d'f'tpel *\ '.'-V. 

. , ' ' .• 2ft aclmowlcdgtng ilf 9 : Ashby r o letter .;,.. ' i£- . ‘ 

. r was- suggested that should he be in .UGShtngton# . 
he should call upon. Jlicft, ; . . i i V 1 -^. 

"• .’■■■’ i/i tk every good .wish* ' . • . .. :/ V . 

• •' . .y>." . . -V ' ; . : Si merely 9 •. ; f j- 
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Hr. jpourtney Kyle^/Cooper ' 1 

433 North L'akeview Drive • 

Sabring, Florida 

Dear Ryleyj 

I am transmit ting a copy of/another 
communication received relative to thevfCamps 
of Crime" article,together with a copy of my ' 
reply thereto. This one is from Mr. C. DA Home, 
who evidently operates the Green Acres Kotor 
Court, Jacksonville, Florida. 

With best wishes, as always, 

Cordially, 


/ 
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COttWUNtCATIdNS SECTION 
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OTEBAi '..BUREAU OF I NVE8TI6AT10N 

\ u„ s. depart;, lekf .of justice 
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January 20, 1940 


fir* iJobXo B* lateen ' . 
HlXX&ii^&a Tottrlob lodges 
4492 liadlso 8 fivem , \ 
Xtsdicaopelicj* Indiana . 


Doer Sir) 




, \V 

Nichols V 
Roaen \ *,\ 1 


:I cr-3 in receipt of & copy of your letter of J&vjg&y 15th, ' 

addrooood to .the Editor of the.4paflena tSagaei no, relative- to the '• 
article t^psaring in. the fehr^ry issue entitled. °Cmpp of Crlr„o. u ", 

Z eft© fjwpjrisod to rend thet you consider btet courts of 
tfco typo chich you .operate hovo bee® desacctl is any crane*. v-ftatcoover 
by the article- ia 4vtiootioo* In fact, I fool that. tho legitimto tourist „ 

’ eacyo have m* only not boon &na£al# but tho article in uuoctloa Jins 

-. boon end will bo of 'benefit to thca* •'•' a, ‘ -lo- 

• . .- n . ^ In ■ 

'.'.•' o h. 

4a you indicate ia your lottsr, I did definitely 3 to to, gs-earn ^ 
reading of tho article will dirdooo, that there cro reputable ouepn-.^ v 
operated la en efficient, docosit ucu r ®or by buiinoae nen of reeoguisis^'^® - J . 
integrity* Oa® «r ( uot&.tiea, for instance, io. °0f course, tbero or o txm&£% ' % 
redo of tourist catns run by honest, alert, civic-oiodod porfjo&b choghaveg *" 
node heavy inveatcsoto.in this now bueinoou* To thoao, tho Federal % \. o c 
Bureau of Xaveotigatten cattsiido its fjratiiu&o for their vhoXdioartod"’ ^ 
co-oyor&tioa.iii the capture of te&Xy t&abod fugitive© « p -1 do- not ooo hoc 
- — I Could have bosh aero ossylieit in rccojjniciag tho eoaotraetlveZy winded 
- — persons who operate Xcgitinnto crrjyc* Ot;y I Giro Call your -attrition 
—to a statonent its tSlto err •« fertile? a t» t/'O effect th. t «Le.tj fr.Coreceent, 

: — -(■:•?. ia conjunction with tho omtsro of honent ooteblishuontr-i hco 'a 
__4eflalto.rauponeibility to ©uilav? fho renegedo tourist ocay* ft *£hs letter 
1 — -otatsassst io 'the boymte of tho entire crtiolo* •'' . p- ■ . -^ 

; .l cat of tSso positive opinion that. sotbiog it) of Greater, bane- 

JTit. to the legitimates, higiwsi n«Jod, efficient :s::rfcor3 of rj»y ovgeni.-.etion ' ’ 

t hen . to ells-moto f)rsc thoeo or^mivntXmO or vocations tha unworthy «r 
1 u rinl'Ully iao3.is r ‘i! indiviehialb ' cho . b^ing dioersdit upon -'ocent, lew 
\ . Aifi oefi Ur^aot^^ly diacrqdlt, but fincnciel loao* Cortcixfiy J’. •• 

- J f WQ8}M<!Ji 'QITtG th ^3j(^#iention to cofelitiono which aro not . ©aly ' jaadoeirtblo, ' 
{but dot^aonta^. to uordio' i-M‘ X aw end order la gososvl, io rnadoring a 
Yje oryi&p - to thobo Qisgagsp in iGgltiaato indaotry asd ccuotitutoo a duty ' - • 

^Tp|^vt ^sj^^i^onfordssaut esjocutiv©, f%> tli® eeuntry rt Ij^rgn, co 


• P !V. | 

F£dHBMi>i5AaiRtiiej^vi^l^o^ 0 Jpperand 
. . u • s - sgip&i ( under separate cover) 






Sbv Hoble B., TJatson v’W 1/20/40 

. * ' • *'* • ■ ‘ - . '■* . . * - ' r ■: • ‘ ‘ • .'V . 

well as to those engaged in any specific vocation* 

All organi2ations~d.aw enforcement* industrial, commercial, 
agricultural— -have in their rank o persons who bring discredit upon worthy 
callings* I can think of' no greater, benefit to those, interested in the 
real success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately as 
possible depict the conditions which are obviously undesirable and 
detrimental* This I have endeavored to do in the article in ‘fee American 
Magazine. . ’ • . - "■ • • . 

I assure you it is riot my desire to harm any individual except 
those engaged in practices detrimental to law and order. 

: Very truly yours, ..." • . • .% ! . 

- ; " So- -Edgar Hooves? 

\ #©aooh JBSpa- v. '..V _ 

• John Edgar Hooter . ■ .[- 

' . ■ ■ - ■ Director ./ ;• ■; 


CC-Courtney’ Ryley Cooper and 

Sumner' Blossom- (under separate cover) 

Mr, To Ison * . . . 

Mr. Nathan ■ ' . 
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HILLANDALE TOURIST LODGES 


4402 MADISON AVENUE 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 



Jan>15th 1940* 
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American 
250 Park 
•Hew Yorli 

©ear Sir; 





Issue of thQ^j Uaerlbi^f^^^gyi^. ig a 



the thousands 

camps _ . . _ _ 

patronage of ; j^lllbh|fto£|b^^ 



......... ..,.. tlLi* * .e^.©^*^/^S':'^t|i:': 1 fe£i©' 

tfm tho^r possess/ no trouble -in renting with 

A. '.: v ; 

J" . .|lr*, ^uh(|reas- ,, t of 

'/T to^ ef 
1 h|i' latitude for : v their celebration 




W ; many loading 

- hotels or ' -in;. any ^otheyrb® 9 ^^ said-, d ■•’• 

nothing about ih > bur ’’best 

hotels’*,: He aM^^p^btt the number /of hotels 

in which prostitutes - are, available upon , application to 
the boll boys and -70hleh ;fflaihtaitt;s;©0^ 

tions for ® <iuiQfc part:ids' 9? :^/iife- article would load the 
a threader to believe rt^t;.«5^ >: "i^d : ‘'eQria^tl<m ' In hostel* 

> -Tries was conf ined to .the camp alOne*;- 
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TEN MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN 
. SOUTH ON U. S. 31 
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LE^B. WATSON. OWNERS 
DR EX El! 71-22 




Mr. Tolaon... -y 

Mr. 

Mr.'E., A. Tamm 

Mr! Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Goffey 

Hr. Egan 

Kr. Glavir* 

Ih'r. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendon.. 

Mr. Mclntire .. 

Mr. Nichole ..Tl. 

MrV’ Rosen 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy. 


HILLANDALE TOURIST LODGES 


4402 MADISON AVENUE 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 

In my ten years of experience as an operator 
of tourist courts I have had thousands of doctors, 
lawyers* schooldteachors and those from other prof- 
essions as guests not because of lower rates than 
offered in hotels but on account of the additional : 
convenience' 'Offered in the court type, of hostelry* 

I have never; had occasion to call police her hay© 

I ever fhad guest who slightly resembled the .pic^^ ; 
turea 'of'^ifgnted' ^characters described on the. bulleftse 
f r oia ; thel^B#.!*. 

In^Oiitsinsive tr avelihg oyer this country study?. ' 
f.n& - '-mbt^tuidreds : of ' 

court opbrators^ d will’ not .• rent cot tage's to cars 
with’ Ipc&l license plates* ^he!; tourist 'court oper- 
at or. :^s;l;a- : meianai- of identification of every patron 
in -this- possessed by other hob- 

teiry.raanagemOnt* bri^pry registration by a guest 



contaet ^!t:ter ^sines3 .Bur.oaus nhChaffibsr©^ 
mere© .Oyer; night stops, 

f il ling station and root aurant oh the highway can 
and. do/'^fhlsh reliable^ tourist inf ormation, 

that Mr,. Hoovers * ; Case against the tour- 
c-a^T^jia a sweeping condemnation of a rapidly 
irih0!|pdustry which in the last ten years has capr 
-«fcured^^|p|^e /: perc©ht:^Q .of the tourist patronage by 
‘ " '!th© needs of the tciurist or motorist more 


1st 


coir^l© t©3y;v than any other type hostelry. 

Would Mr, Hoover advise that the automobile 
steam train be outlawed because of 
cidents or that beds are hazardous 


or 

the number of ac- 
because most people 



MEMBER UNITED MOTOR COURTS 




: Mr., j.. Edgar -Hoover ; 

Fe'deral Burea&'.of- Investigation • 

, Washington. ■ ■ 

D.C. • : . 






Nobl&^ifi-'YfatS'on of Hi llJ^dale Tourist Lodges 
sends copy of his lette^Jto the Editor of 
' The American Magazine , protesting the article 
by the Director in the February issue of the 
American Magazine , stating it is a prejudiced 
attack 3 too sweeping in character } discrediting 
thousands of highly respectable tourist courts 
Refers to statement re the AAA emblem and says 
number of these that do not have AAA emblem 
do not see fit to pay the minimum of §30. per 
year membership dues , as number of cottages is 
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Spacious Cottage for Family of Four 


• Luxurious Firestone Latex Beds. 

Westinghouse Radios. 

Electric Fans in Summer. 

. Constant Heat maintained by Superfex Oil 
Burners in winter. 

Year round comfort with insulated cottages. 
Private tiled Shower Baths. • 
ff\ Abundance of Hot Water from central plant. 
Ca tering exclusively to the traveler. r 

Member of United Motor Courts and AAA. 



Each Cottage with Tiled Bath and Radio 


T HREE ACRES of beautiful shady grounds 
on’ hilltop with" all the delightfulness of 
. the country, yet within ten minutes drive to 
the heart of the city. 

COTTAGES - situated well back from the 
road, insuring quietude., 

ALL COTTAGES completely REFURNISH- 
ED and KEt5EG3fG\TED'1nTalTof 1939 * 



DE-LUXE 


MR. and MRS. NOBLE B. WATSON 
— Owners and 0 perators — 

4402 MADISON A VE. INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
PHONE, DREXEL 7122 



Latex Beds for the Utmost in Comfort 


ONE BLOCK North of LONGACRE PARK 
and SWIMMING POOL, one of the largest 
pools in the state. 
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V] f o r tourists 

in dTa TTpolis 

south on U. S. 31 

10 MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN 

4402 Madison Ave. #> dr?x N el7122 

c 


i 


Office and Owner's R esidence 



City Limits South on U. S. 31 


INDIANAPOLIS — Population 365,000 

Near center of U. S. Population. Largest U. S. 
city not on navigable water. Diversified Man- 
ufacturing Center and the Metropolis of Rich 
Farming Country producing chiefly Corn and 
Hogs. 

Former Home of James Whitcomb Riley — the 

Hoosier Poet. 

Scene of the Annual 500 Mile Auto Racing 
Classic, held on May 30. 

Outstanding Architecture, The Soldiers and 
Sailors Monument, The Memorial Plaza, The 
Scottish Rite Cathedral, all on U. S. 31 down- 
town. 

Leading downtown Restaurants — The Russet 
Cafeteria, The Seville, The Canary Cottage, all 
on U. S. 31, Meridian St. 

Leading Theatres-The Indiana, Circle, Apollo, 
Loew's, Lyric Vaudeville. 

Amusement Parks — Broad Ripple, (north cn 
U. S. 31), Riverside, north on U. S. 31 to 
30th St., west 30th to park. 

Longacre Swimming Pool — 1 block south of 
HILLANDALE COTTAGES. 
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RE€1QR.D jiiX)! 


January 20, 1940 


Mr. John J. Hurray M l IMPORTATION CONTr 

Jack Hurray* a Brick Cabins ALL "'*■ U \ ...rp AQ’s'Plf.D 
Johns Street and Klnae Road ^£R0N UfiLLnOQi^ 


Johns Street and Kings Road 
South Jacksonville, Florida 




Dear Sir* 

I have your communication of January 14th referring to an 
article lu the February issue of tho American Segasine, entitled ^Campo of 
Crio©. H ' ' , 

I was curprised to read that you consider that courts of tho type 
which you operate have been damaged in any manner whet eo over by the article 
in question* In fact D I feel that the legitimate tourist camps have not 
only not been damaged, but the article in quoation has been end will be of 
benefit to thee. 


As you indicate in your letter, I did definitely state, as a 
reading of tho article will disclose, that there are reputable camps operated 
in au ei'ficiont, decent manner by buninoec men of recognised integrity. On© 
quotation, for instance, in M 0f course, thore are hundreds of tourist casaps 
run by hone at, alert, civic-candad persons who hc.ve made heavy investaento 
in thin new business. To those, tho Federal Bureau of Investigation •ipetegde 
its gratitude for in air wholehearted cooperation in tho capture pf badlyl^ 
panted I'ugitivos. w I do not coe how I could have been more ©solicit fin -■ n ' 
recognising the conotructively minded persona who operate legittme.t Gc'<£ sap p . 
Hay I also call your attention to a statement in tho same article 
.affect that "Law Inforcaacnt, working in conjunction with tho ownbrsyof 


an . c i *se 


*<• 5 . a . r.™ hone st q stab li shaent s , has a definite responsibility to outlaw the icnogsde 
tour ist comp. 0 Tho letter stateaont is tho keynote of the entire afilcle. 

~b • ers 

I ara of. tho positive opinion that nothing is of greater benefit 

the legitimate, high-minded, efficient members of any organisation than to 
olioinato from these organisations or vocations the unworthy or criminally 


to 


inclined individuals who bring discredit upon decent, law abiding oitiseno— - 

Certainly I believe that to call 

to 

service to tho So engaged 


not only discredit, but financial loss. 


attention to conditions which ore not only, undesirable, but detrimental 
morals and law and order in general, is rendering 


f»r. Wlchol, 


Mr . Rottfl 


Mr. Quinn Tai 






* V 


\in i ^tlaat o industry- and coast! tutoo a duty that I owe, as a law onforco- 
(sent! 'td'thb bcdfttfy at largo, as well as to those engaged in any 

Sw 15 v »l ion * E o I 

w ■ ? 

— . . • p *. - il v ' • M ' >r" ' MV. 

P5C5BAL O’-’BJAU OF INVESTISATfON. " ' % V 

>£r rtSif.lENi OF i.alljc 


v m i ion * 

jurtney’.'Ri'^g Gooppr .(-udder separate cover) 
Sumner Blossom ** ii " 


o.s 




Mr. John J. Surra y -2- 1/20/40 


/ill organizations — lac- enforcement, industrial, cossercial , 
agricultural— hav® in their ranks persons uho bring discredit upon worthy 
callings . I can think of no greater benefit to those interested in the 
real success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately aa 
possible depict the conditions uhieh are obviously undesirable and 
detrimental. This I have endeavored to do in the article in the American 
Magazine. . ■ - 

tou nay rest assured that if I am in Jacksonville at any time, 
and if circumstances in any nay permit, I sill be very glad indeed to 
avail rayaelf of your kind invitation to be 'your guest. 

Very truly yours, > 

• f <3i ;■ ... • . \ 

3 c Sdgar Hoover . 

. ' John Kdgar Hoover \ 

cc Courtney Ryley Cooper, (under separate cover) . ’ . 

Sumner Blossom • . • " ' * ' 
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RADIO 

tile bath 

STEAM HEAT 
LOCK GARAGES 


timin' i- BRICK CABINS 


LOCATED 1N1SDE THE CITY LIMIT^AT JOHNS STREET AND KINGS ROAD 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 5-7074-W 


So. Jacksonville, Florida 


Jan 14th, 1940. 


J. Edgar Hoover, 
f;~b. I. 

Washington, D. C. 



fun* 

Jtr.7Mkaa..k... 
Mr. B. 

Hr. Cleffff 

Mr. L«*d 

Mr. Coffey ... — .. 

Mr. E^axs ^ 

Mr. GUvt* 

Mr. fiarfto -^4.^.. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Molntlre 
Mr. NlA^fsJ 
Mr. ItdUi 
Mr. Qnina To 

Tour Boon 

Mr. Traey „ 

Miee Gsndr 



Dear Sir: 

I anrwriting this letter in reference to yow 
article in the^Ame rlcan Magazin e of February called 
0 f Grime" . I am most surprised and irate, that a man in 
y£w position can see no further than the end of his nose. 

The camps to which you refer in the magazine are those camps 
of years ago. It is quite evident from your article that 
before writing such an atrocious and scandalous s^®£y, y 
failed to make the rounds of the tourist courts of today. 

If you had taken the time to do so, you would have 
found that the tourist court of today is not a hideaway for 
criminals etc but a clean, modern, up to date stopping plac 
for the honest, law abiding, vacation seeking tourist. If 
you had inquired of any of the traveling „ ood 

have discovered that they chose to stay over night at a g°°d 
tourist court in preference to a hotel. That is, the tour is 
have been doing so, but if any of them have read your out- 
rageous and uncalled for slander of tourist camps, I doub 
whether they will continue to patronize our courts in the 
future. You^would also have discovered that tourist courts 
have a register book which necessitate, not only the name 
and state of that tourist but also the license number. That 
number is verified by the proprietor of the court. Taking 
my court for example. I have an extremely modern jurist 
rnnrt which is highly recommended by the A. A. A., unitea mono 
Court s and Dune an Hine a 'Blue Book* "Lodgings for a Night". 
Before acceptiv e car. I watch the license number and refuse 
perm^a car 8 from my county or the adjoining one, to rent 
a cottage from me. I also notice if the occupants of the car 
have baggage. If not, they also are refused admission. If 
there is any signs that a tourist seeking a cottage, has 
imbibed in liquor, they are firmly turned down. w ® 
absolute quiet to our guests. y Z J ^ Q m 
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& 
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I am certain that when you read this letter you will say, 

"I stated that there are some courts which are recommended and 
acceptable." Yes, you did state such a fact, but in one small 
paragraph and gave three and one half pages to knocking tourist 
courts. After one has read your article, the small paragraph 
is forgotten and only the main part of the article remains in 
the mind of the reader. Thousands of tourist court owners in 
the United States must feel badly about this article. Especially 
those who have put their savings and hard earned money in a 
respectable business only to have their name blackened by 
what has been printed in the American Magazine. 

You failed to mention in that story about the numerous 
criminals etc you have picked up in hotels. Hotels, where it is 
possible for anyone to secure a room without baggage or giving 
a license number. The tourist court of today is more strict 
and more particular about the type of guest to whom it caters, 
than most of the hotels. 

We, tourist court owners, will have to stand by and 
continue to operate our courts in the usual respectable 
manner and try to live down the damage which you have done to 
our business. My court, and I am sure, thousands of others 
are open for inspection at any time. When you are in Jacksonville, 
I would be proud and happy to have you as my guest and give you 
an opportunity to see what a tourist court is like. I am sure you 
will find it anything but "A Camp of -Crime". 





1 



PHONE 5-7074 W 


JACKSOJ 
NEWEST and FINli 


k LE'S 

OURIST CAMP 


OFFICIAL A. A. A. CABINS 
OFFICIAL A.L.A. CABINS 


Jack M urray’s Brick Cabins 

TOURIST COURT HOTEL 

Fireproof Cabins . . . Simmons Modernistic Metal Furniture . . . Steam Heated 

Twin Beds ^ Every Room 

, m, *-» a, *. Oh"„. S. Highway No. . 

in the City Limits _ n l,^ OV Qf tJg^^^NVILLE, FLORIDA 


Every Room 


On U. S. Highway No. 1 
JAffdSQNVILLE, FLORIDA 








Jacksonville's Newest and Finest Tourist Camp. 

£ • Fireproof Cabins ~ Simmons Modernistic 

* Furniture -- Steam Heated - Radio in Every 

• Cabin - Tile Floors throughout - Hot Water - 
, All Tile Baths - Twin Beds and Double Beds - 

Beauty Rest Mattresses - Locked Garages. 

.'’ lACK MURRAY'S BRICK CABINS 

' 1 Mile South of Jacksonville - in the City Limits 
On U. S. Highway No. 1 
Official A. A. A. Cabins 
: JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 



o 





^ John J, Murray of Jack Murray's Brick 
\ ' ^Cabins , So. Jacksonvi 1J^' Florida 

'ferites ^Director re arl^mle in Fe hruary 
1 issue of American Magasi ne t ^stating 

Director failed to make'~rounJs of tourist 
I courts of today prior to writing article. 
States when Director is in Jacksonville , 
he would he proud and happy to have 
Director as his guest and give him an 
opportunity to see what a tourist court 
is like. 
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Kr» Courtney Ryley/ Cooper 
433 Eorth Lakoview Drive 
Sebring, Florida 

Doer Eyl©ys 

% cm trsnsaittiag attached hereto ft 
copy of a coaamai cation dated January 6t£t, 
rsceived frost fir* £«©o/£loody> Secretary ^Suited 
ulptor Courts, Eastern Division, Incorporated, 
Gulfport, Hicoi3Bippi* togothor with a copy of 
sb y reply thereto. It will be noted that these 
refer, to the article $hich appeared in tho 
February issue of American liagoEine, 
entitled)PO&aps of Crlm®7 r ' — — », . 

frosting that you are in your customary 
good heal tii and enjoying Ilf© eo you should, 
and with every good wish, as always, 

Cordially, 

Jo Edgar Hooret 


Mr. To loon 
car. Kathan 


Mr. tt. A. T«mnt 

Gte. Clogs 

Car. Lmld 


Mr. Caftoy 
*4» - Gann 



tar. quknn Tamm 
Mr. trocy 


Enclosures 




t’ 
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94-3-4-20-568 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




■ '* Smmsty T2 9 X%Q 


mi. Nathan 


CO* . Clegs 



Kr* Harry ft* Clcsfc • 
Chcrstjca? of Cosaoree 
ClarkedoXo, LUosissippi 


Soar tSr* Claris 


5SMS 



Mr. g. A. Tjim« 


I bmp ye&r eebsaa Xeaiios «?. Jexmx? X&Sh, rei/ativ© So .th© • 
article in tho fe^snjas?^ laeuo of tfeo Jluorienu .tk^c^lne, roferrisi^ to 
tourist caaps# t deoir© to th&rih you for year cc^cMatory es^ssHMseiortt? 
•Contained la the second, por&graph.of s^r. lot tor' sad o 3 .go for the 
©xpremioa of your vises roXahiv© to the article in guest ion* 

I '©as eurprieed to totM your . ctateaoat ' that you believe the 
article in guoation rill heve a &&&$&& effect upon • i£u; busiKooa of 
the tourist e:jr;;jo y®u (seatioa* la fact* I feel that the XcsHkwvto 
•tourist crape of the com try fnve sot <ml f riot 'been hut ’tho 

article ia cg*eoti«© fee feocr, smd reill j?o of benefit to bfcea* 

• Ac you indioLta ,iu your letter* 1414 dafli^ibly'sisio, ©41 
■a reeding of tfes article will dieclOGO, that bhcro' .arc reputable casspo 
operated in m\. officiant* deemt E&hnor by baoineso ©oa of recognisod 
intogrity* . C^no quotation, for laetwco, .i« *0£ ocuroo# there sto toil- . 
redo of tourint caasps mt lay hoftast* alert* civic^olsVic 3 .jicsroas th© 
ham s&tte'li&nvy iiwsatsxjivto-ia'tbio *10© fotaeiaoso*. ’Eo-theso, the. 

Fo&erol ' lharossu ©£ SrjVostisetiog Ctstei-'j-te 'it© gmtitv’d© for th$i£ vbolo^ 
hearted coo Vwwzt&m in thb' capture of badly omted ftrglttved*# , 5 'do not 
, &Q $ hew X cbuld h*j>v® been &ara explicit in reco^nioino the' eOBOtmeMvely 
' atadod persons r.ho oporoto legitimate censes*. fisy X eico coil your ctim- 


Tien to a nbatersenfc in the pom article to the; offset that •‘fcas? iinfocpco- 
Tfsrsi* sorkin-; in eojc^ auction with the owes of honest ostahiiaSifafeato, 
Hco a definite roapenoiMiity to outlet? the rennj-nd© taM*rlr,t-«os$i*. 8 • 

TR© latter st&tsaont io ths keynote of tho- entire article* •■ 


: — : .. .,-• X £p of the poaitiva opinion tJint nothing ie ©If greater bsmo- 

■fit to tho Icgitlsintej iiigh-aindod^ officioat Kcnbore of. fatiy orga^ieLtion 


Mr. Hondon 



«r. ■.,«*.■. 


«. tp; " athjf tioa» to coa^itiona x&iiali ore not only andteoir* 

Kid Orci©r in'gcaor.fvl # io ropMorin 


V UXT^p 49 * '|ort.ilo mil .iosr 

SSTZlSi (under separate .cover) 


tflse Gundy 



-k_ 


cc-Courtney ' Ryfe 
Sumner ^Blossom 

t FEDERAL BUREAU OF IKVFSTISATtOH- 
1 • .u.s •’EFiiliiMEHi OF . -S7.IGE 



V- 




S&v twrw V* Clerk . s *-2~ ';. 2/&3/40 / '•. -v’ . 

; • • ’■ BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

,«i-aerviea to *&oso‘ ©agagett • in; leg itlcnto itwS&qtr f ;&e<i coastiiaies & datjr : 
ttsat 2 68$*' 6® & i&s mhas^xms.% ■Q£®m %itp» to -tltd eoaniry t»% le&gfr,, no 
•- <wU' ea to th$g& ongegefi; ia esgr specific vocatioa*. ■ 

B3X eygcU3i^ti®e^la© ©aforceraonti ■ iaSysJtrisl, OosfiaossdOl#'- ’ 

ia' their tbs£w jwifflw who ferisg discredit apoa certify, 
eolllaj©* 2 'osa thisfe of bo .groetay tteaofii to tlnooo iatorostod ia tfcs 
' real caaeceas of - i£m&' eellia^o than to 00 clearly csta o^eprataly m ■ . ■■ 
possible &mi,ct thfc coaditios® t&ieft. obvXfymX^ i^jlesisvafele &aS dotriisoniel* 
fhl® I feavo ■cnd^vct'eS. to. do I© ite ertlele Is the American Sc^aissa?o» . 

'X Msearely till ftslly y^4aia say .vi®s$. 

this g&ttor*, foa "bo eoeared 'that it. is* net sgr •i’esir® to imra'o^y . • 
teilvi&iel# fssmpi t&©ss> dsg^pd.ift pKsctioos (Sotrfcoatol topics! as^-.oraor. ■ 

, - f • ... ." ' ■ ■• ‘ "\ ’ Sljsceirely yaaro, 

,|o g&gar Hoover 

•" •• _ ;• . Joim Mger Hoover 

. ,.. Director 
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operating for t/e agricultural, industrial, commercial 

AND CIVJC DEVELOPMENT OF COAHOMA COUNTY 

:larksdale, Mississurelu* 


ML information com^ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

P. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 


January 16, 1940 



D, jar Mr. Hoover: 



It has been called J;o our attention that you recently 
te an article in the% &merican Magazine a nd mentioned 
ourist courts as places of crime. We realize that you 
tated in your article there were exceptions to the rule 
that tourist courts were breeding places for crime, but 
nevertheless, we believe that your exceptions were not 
strong enough. 

Clarksdale has two modern tourist courts and we are 
thoroughly convinced that both of these places are of the 
highest type. We consider them a credit to this community 
and we believe that your article will have a damaging effect 
upon the business of these two camps. The words of a man 
as wdll known as you certainly have an effect upon the 
American public and your article has the tourist camp trade 
of America a 'black-eye*. Clarksdale and Coahoma County 
appreciates the wonderful work which you have done in ridding 
America of the so-called gangster, and we feel that you have 
done the tourist camps of America a great injustice. 

Hoping you will give this matter your sincere consider- 
ation, I am 

✓ 

Yours truly, 
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FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT 


FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT 


ACL OTBIRlIf |§l^ofin^| jfeQ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE^jV Krt/yGUft 


© Modern Airport 

• Stadium, Municipal Swimming 
Pool and Baseball Park. 


TTlississippi Delta 

• Most Fertile Land in the World! 

© Largest Producer in America of 
Long Staple Cotton ! ! ! 

© The Home of Southern Hospi- 
tality ! ! ! 


© Federal Court Seat. 

© Reference, Circulating and School 
Libraries. 

• Population, 12,500. 

© Six Schools with 79 Faculty 
Members. 


© America’s Most Productive Feed 
Producing Area ! ! ! 

* © Fat Cattle can be produced cheap- 
er per pound than in most any 
other section of America. ! ! ! 

Compliments of 

COAHOMA COUNTY CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 
Clarksdale, Mississippi 


Coahoma County 

★ 

© No Flood in Coahoma County 
since 1897. 

© Originated Annual Cotton Fes- 
tival. 

© Location of Moon Lake — Missis- 
sippi’s most Beautiful Natural 
Lake- 

© Population of 50,000. 

© Strong Banking Institutions. 

• Agricultural High School for 
Colored. 



Include Coahoma County 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



KECOROiSD 


COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

3 -</*- 5 

Trdn&nit the following message to: 


JANUARY 25, 1940 

MR, ALBERT BARKER 
21 NORTH MASON A VENUE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


CC- 150 



ABSENCE FROM MY OFFICE PREVENTED ME FROM ACKNOWLEDGING 
YOUR WIRE OF JANUARY NINETEENTH UNTIL THE PRESENT, REGRET 
I WILL NOT BE IN CHICAGO ANYTIME IN NEAR FUTURE AND NOT 
POSSIBLE FOR SPECIAL AGENTS ASSIGNED CHICAGO OFFICE TO 
EXPRESS OPINION ON PLAY, SINCERELY 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

cc Chicago 


Mr. Toljon. 

j MA Nnihcti 

Mr. E. A. Trjan 

Mr. C> 'tr? I 

Mr. L 

Mr. f : 

Mr. | 

?'r. C?rv>*- j. ! 







BI 72 , 1-25-40 6-43 PM GOVT TWS 

MR ALBERT BARKER 
21 NORTH MASON AVENUE 
CHICAGO ILLINOIS 

ABSENCE FROM ^ OFFICE PREVENTED ME FROM ACKNOWLEGXXXX ACKNOWLEDGING 
YOUR WIRE OF JANUARY NINETEENTH UNTIL THE PRESENT. REGRET' I WILL 
NOT EXXXX BE IN CHICAGO ANYTIME IN NEAR FUTURE AND NOT POSSIBLE 
FOR SPECIAL AGENTS ASSIGNED CHICAGO OFFICE TO EXPRESS'OF XXX OPINION 
ON PLAY. SICXXXX SINCERELY 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
BIS 72 
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RBI9- 10WHL0NG 

■WH25 86 DL WV CHICAGO ILL JAN 19 242P 
G EDGAR HOOVER FBI JUS/ICE 
RE YOURS AND COOPERS /jfc AMPS OF CRIME AND PREVIOUS 
FACTUAL STORIES RE CABIN CAMPS YOU- WILL BE INTERESTED 
j IN STAGE PLAY. TITLED /^OVERNIGHT" BY ALBERT BARKER WILL 
. BE PREVIEWED IN CHICAGO PRIOR T(5 BROADWAY SHOWING 
STOP OVERNIGHT IS EXPOSE OF CAMP SUTUATION IF YOU 







•ARE IN CITY FEBRUARY FIRST OR 


^RECORDED & INDEXED (7 (A„ U h * ci 

SECOND INVITE YOUR / / . V ,/ U (J -O V / 

‘ ■ ' 


ATTENDANCE STOP WOULD ALSO SUGGEST CHICAGO jMAN 


V 

s: 


0 


- ; COVER SHOW AS MY GUEST PLEASE ADVISE THIS IS NOT FOR . 
PUBLICITY IN ANY WAY ASBUREAUS OPINION AND 

'v. 

SUGGESTIONS WILL BE APPRECIATED IN IMPROVING SCRIPT V 

albertAbarker^, 

60 6 P 
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RBI9-10WHL0NG 

WH25 86 DL WV CHICAGO ILL JAN 19 242P 
G EDGAR HOOVER FBI JUSTICE 

RE YOURS AND COOPERS CAMPS OF CRIME AND PREVIOUS 
FACTUAL STORIES RE CABIN CAMPS YOU WILL BE INTERESTED 
IN STAGE PLAY, TITLED "OVERNIGHT" BY ALBERT BARKER WILL 
BE PREVIEWED IN CHICAGO PRIOR TO BROADWAY SHOWING 
STOP OVERNIGHT IS EXPOSE OF CAMP SUTUATION IF YOU 
ARE IN CITY FEBRUARY FIRST OR SECOND INVITE YOUR , 
ATTENDANCE STOP WOULD ALSO SUGGEST CHICAGO MAN 



Mr. Toleon . 

Mr. Nathan 
Mr. E. A. Taiara 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Lester 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mclntiro 
Mr. Nicholo 
Mr. Roeen 
Mr. Quinn Tamm ...' 

Tour Roosa 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 




COVER SHOW AS MY GUEST PLEASE ADVISE THIS IS NOT FOR 
PUBLICITY IN ANY WAY ASBUREAUS OPINION AND 
SUGGESTIONS WILL BE APPRECIATED IN IMPROVING SCRIPT 
ALBERT BARKER. 
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January 17, 1940 


0 

Ur, Courtnay Ryloy Cooper- _ MJV «?nf 
433 north Lmxovic® Dri£f^ IffcKhd-d' 1 \‘‘ 
Sabring, Florida 
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Mr. To laon 
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P8r. E. A. Tamm 

OJr . C I OSH 

Mi . l*dd' - 


t, ' 


/ 


Mi. CoffoV 
£Wt . Egan 


Mr. filovln '/ 

■ ./ 

M» , Crawl ■ * / 

Mr. Hartoo / ’ _ 

Mr. Lc*ter/ 

Mr. Hondo * 1 

Mr. W Idiot* _ 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Soon#, 


Dear Byley: 

For your information I .«a treasalttins • . 
hcrerrith a copy of a eorisronicutiott dated January 
15th fro a Senator Charles % sTobey, uhc ioroaroad _ 
to tt\ia Boreal f^ted January t r 

w hto ftron Kr. Philip C, Gilley, President of thw 
Bat? Hampshire Cabin Corners 1 Association, Incorpo-- ^ 
rated, this latter Is another in reference to the 
article appearing in the Fobruaryissns of ttao - 
toerican liasaaine concerning teprrs u __csao9 . A copy, 
of my-r^Iy ^o‘ Senator Tobcy is also enclosed. : 

Kith boot tdshes, aG ever » 

' Cordially, - - ,• ' 

' ■ , Jo Edgar. Hoover 


'Enclosures . 
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/• Mr. Surmer BIqogi 
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Sell tor " " 

America n Mg gaalne 
*250 Par k ~Aveme _5 ' " = 
Uet? Yoric City 


Bear Blosst 


kVV'©?'S?S 



I ara transmitting herewith -a copy of 
a communication dated January 15th, from S enator 
Charle^sJT^ ^bjaj, who forwarded to this Bureau a 
ietter’Hitod January 13th, received by hie? from 

H r. Ph ilip S n ISillpy^ihr-osident of tb§ 3 eg ao a>- 

.qhirf jfohln. •QlBlaBa3L^aafisiatiQn,. Inco rporated. ~ 1 

^TsTtettor in another ITT^cf orehce id tho article 
appearing in t!io February issue of the; American 
Magazine concerning tourist c&aps* 4 copy of ray* 
reply to Senator Tobcy is also enclosed. 
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I have -5»ap cosifsaBie-Aiciii of ^axmx^s 15th ©sclooiteg © cof>y ' 
of a lottos* received usder data- of 3wsm*r? -XSth.fro"? fStm . 

£?• VTlXloy, PresHoat of the Hew Has^ahiro Cabin Cterts?®!* Aseceictioji* / 
Xaccr^yatod* I nsrta that t&io Jpoferg-to the article. appearing $a the 
FeW’U.aipg' i®®sM3 of the feso&lcoB Scgaolsos entitled #Gas$o. of <Jrtee* ft ■; 

X see ous?p3»issd. ts ?<a®& Hr* Cilloy ecssuMirrs the-t 
of the t3,^o operated bp fcfcioalf frsid tile txcoei«t®$ boss in 

esy aaanor tJjatsoovor % the article in ^ueotiou* . £q f&et* 1 feel that 
the legiiidaio -twist cerpa hove v not ealy net been damaged* -Inst, the 
ortlcle 4» ^aeetioa ha® boon cad trill.' ho of bonofit to thea* . . . : ' • 

' U&y.2 point out that a. o.f -tfco article sill disclose 

6 very aofinito atatoaaat to the effect that tHoso cyo rentable ,'cislwd 
operated is. &n offieiest., deoeat ascaar 'tbgr-lwsJteec'a feien of apocogndeod' 
.integrity^ Cao auctatien, for iuctfinea* io I, Pf eeureo, there era bund* "" 
rods of twist csfcpo mi by Jtoeaeet*. alert® oivic-^ain-ied perecna c5» hsv© 
sad© heavy imrastsiate ifi this aes business* ,?o those® t&e Federal Bureau, 
of Investigation extend® its gratitude for their sholchessrtcd cooperation 
■4 r ih© capture of badly seated fugitive® #° I '>e not ceo hoe X could have 
-been aojp® explicit its roco^cisiag the eoaotraotiveljr cioded poreor.® the 

-operate legittaste CEigseu £fey X aloe call yw -attention to a cthtasssat 
_i» the £c$a erticlo to tfe© effect that tsiS&c^m^ taj-s.% ing ia co»^ 
4«hotioa frith the ©mere- of honeot aetahliokaecto, hie a dcfisjltd roopmssoi*- 


e«»«» M lity to outlet- ^o-i^aegade teiLriat <Kan^* ft 2ha latter atotssfis^b ie tho 
■w Le ynots of tho oatiro ertlclo. . . ' 


_ l ai of th® peoiilve opittioa that aoth^g. i e of c^Cfttor htBOf it 

_to the legitis&to, lii^s-siMedj, . of floieat. poabaro of m? or^rmifscWos then 
to olinviusto frop thooo orot4oi££tion® or vocation® t^»‘i iissnor^xy or eriai- 


jmlly inOllsod iMividaola - ‘’$&0 -Srisg^dfeifEPadit mpoa d^pstg las abisliag 

}* Ccrtfeialy X b^Llev© 
Bet oa ly vasdobiiTviKL©, tut 
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<2otrfc2!?t&2 to wa»alfi n»t *ps? amt i» ftehej^,. Sea r&^osleg'- ft sc^te© 
tt> l&KJoa -c^gaal iis Isgiiir&te ih&ssiry &b& •cojosfcitstftep a-&i$gr t&at X‘-©f*c* 
&».« iatr ca?e?fc«E»?8t. 'oKftfflatJt®, to •$&<» <watT 7 &'%&£$&? 0 tssslX-ec t® . 
thecs «o^ge4 : .|a any specific ycc&tXoc* ’' ' ? • •; 

■MX oy§K'4sfetimfi*«3.^f ‘SsCo^sa^at, iaaws’feffiM.s eeas^^S*. 

in tScir roa&c .p^sxmsy'-xSsi- briag 'discredit «iicm 'toytlay 
.eallis^cv 'X <sa» ihiaX 'of bo l&cnefii • t© . tSsosss- ia^£oois$ ; 'is ;tbo; /' • 

rssaX ‘^esfioft- «£ tfeeee coHiags ihatl to ep (&&»!& o*t3 aemmyt aXyv&s " 
popolfeSU* .depict tko ’ «pj»31titaa© tfcXcfc w» obwiosaoXy. asaesirsMo €B^. X<5t?X- 
sxmtal* XMsj X i^vo . ©3^cav©re« 'to d» && the srtiele Isj tli© ' \ 

P&$&ztm* .• ’. .' . •. .'•> :> . *•• ,■■•••, ■; ■ : -' " « 

. ... X' cince^ly tmpt that tfeToJr®fjiOi 23 will Tally axjXoift ssgr ' ' . 

Views ia t&ijj Gftttcsv • iBt$reistbj& fHarsoad my b© m&xe®& thst it IS ..; 
«idt w 0#9tx&.' fy-testm s®y .iMitd^aalp me spt these enga^ea .in. pa&sticop ■ 
detrispo^tM ts ard&T* ■ . • ...."' ... ■ ' •••' *' V ■ ._ 

•’ - v ; fith' «s^roi30ioiso «£ ®»y highest, cstoos} -gb 4 best' SrfflgpjfSe.,. . ■'. ., : 

: ' .' ■• • ; ;, •' • . • : ';"'• • ••"•/.' £&»©£pXy jm &® 9 . .. . 

. ■•. . . •’. .••■;’ ’ ’ _■ •• .’ :' : • ■ Edgar HooyS!’ . 

.. •;' •'/■' ■'.. J . ■ Edges* Secvefr '■ ' 

' . . ' ;’" ■ . ■' ■• ■'.' X" •’ ’-' \: • • Jfec^ies* • / • •; 


Mr. Tolftoti _____ 
,E1r . No than ' 

Mr. 8. A.‘ Tamm 
BBT. Clog* ' 
Hr. Ladd 



Mr. Coffey 
c*» . Kean 


Mr. G lav In 
Wr. Crawl. 
Mr. MoiUo 


Mr. Lsstor ^ 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr, Mlchols 
Mr. Roatn 


Mr. Scare - 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Trocy 
MIm Candy, 





BURTON K. WHEELER 
ELLIStfol D. BMITH,*8. C. 
ROBERT F. WAGNER, N. Y. 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. 

M. M. NEELY, W. VA. 

HOMER T. BONE, WASH. 

VIC DONAH EY, OHIO 
SHERMAN MINTON, IND. 
HARRY S. TRUMAN, MO. 
CHARLES O. ANDREWS, FLA. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. 
HARRY H. SCHWARTZ, WYO. 
LISTER HILL, ALA. 

ERNEST LUNDEEN. MINN. 

TOM STEWART. TENN. 
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MONT., CHAIRMAN 
WALLACE H. WHITE, JR, 
WARREN R. AUSTIN, VT. 
HENRIK SHIPSTEAD, MINN. 
CHARLES W. TOBEY, N. H. 
CLYDE M. REED, KANS. 
CHAN GURNEY, S. DAK. 


M. W. MITCHELL, CLERK 
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QlOmieb J&lalea i J&enale 

COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE COMMERCE 


January 15, 1940 


\ 


. i 
J ' 


J. Edgar Hoover, Esq. 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


1 / 


I am in receipt of a let; 
Ll^y, President of th 



ir from Mr. 

^^i 2 -S..^;Willgy, President of thgffN ew Hamp shire , 

Cabin . Owners 1 Association, .Inc. which refers to 
an article written by^you and published in the 
February issue of THETaMEKECAN MAGAZINE. 


fl 


jj Mr. To’^oa . . 

Mr. No than 

Mr. E. A. Tamm..,.. 

Mr. Clogg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. CcSToy 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Her. don 

Mr. McIntyre 

Mr. Nichi>>« 

Mr. Roger. 

Mr. Quint' Tamm 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gundy 


In view of his request, I am submitting 
a copy of this letter to you and would appreciate 
it if you would write me a letter with regard to 
his complaint in order that I may transmit the 
same to him. 




C-O-P-Y 






Officers 


N. H. CABIN OWNERS' ASSOCIATION INC. 

Board of Governors 


President 
Philip S. Willey 
Comfort Cabins, West Campton 


R. W. Gordon 
E. C. Forsythe 


Vice-President 
M. S. Wallace 
Wallace Grove, Kollis 

Secretary- Treasurer 
Mrs. Chas. H.Eatchelder 
Camp City, Woodstock 


J. C. Bradbury 
C. E. Brown 


Mrs. R. B. Johnson 
H. F. Yfeir 


January 1 3, 1940 


Honorable Charles W. Tobey 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Tobey: 

After I received my February issue of the American Magazine, 1 
was dumbfounded to find an article supposedly written by J. Edgar 
Hoover, Chief of the F. B. I., under the title "Camps of Crime." 

I don't know of a state in the union that has so many overnight 
cabins as the State you represent in Washington, New Hampshire. I have 
been honored for the past several years with the office of President 
of our Association and during that time, and in fact for the past 
ten years, I have never known of anything happening in our State or in. 
New Eng lard that in any way compares to this story. 


I cannot understand any man enjoying a federal position that vrould 
write a friend, to say nothing of having it published in one of America ' s 
favorite magazines, such an attack on any industry. 


I wonder if Mr. Hoover's memory is so short that he has forgotten 
where the Mellen-Fabre Bandits were caught. It was in a prominent New 
York City Hotel. I wonder if he has forgotten the fact that the bandits 
his officers shot down in Maine were staying at a hotel and not tourist 
cabins. - 


This is one of 
that I have had come 
are taken, stands to 


the most outrageous attacks on an innocent 1 industry 
to my attention and one, that unless some steps 




call on you to have some of your office staff take this matter up 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and have than be more 
specific in where these doings have taken place and give New England 
a clean bill of health. 

It is such an outrage on an industry that my limited education 
does not permit me to properly express my thoughts on paper and I 
sincerely hope . there is some way that some of this damage can be 
corrected. I shall be very pleased to hear from you after you have 
gotten the story from the F. B. I. 

Yesterday I called on the Superintendent of State Police Colbath 
and left him a copy of the magazine. He was dumbfounded by the attack 
and he is to write me a letter in regard to the situation as he has 
found it in New Hampshire.- ;; 

I crossed over into Attorney General Tom Cheney’s office and found 
Tom was out but presented a copy of the magazine to Miss Alexander, of 
whom you are well acquainted and she too was astonished at such an 
attack on our industry. 

I shall be very glad to transmit to you a copy of their replies 
as to their experience with our industry in New Ha rip shire if their 
report .would be of any use to you. Thanking you very much for any 
assistance that you can be to over two hundred honest, industrious, 
hardworking citizens of New Hampshire engaged in this business and who 
stand to take a substantial loss unless in some way we can get Mr. 
Hoover’s department to follow this article with a corrective one. 

Very truly yours. 


/ s/ Philip S. Willey 

FOR THE CABIN OWNERS OF THE 
STATE OF HAMPSHIRE 


PSW/SHS 
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. . ‘ . ’ • : - January 19, 1940 

' tf t-t - 3 ~\ L J ~P-P. ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper 
433 North.’ Lakeview Drive • 

Sebring, Florida 

. . . - . • • . . • 1 A=) - 

Dear Ryley: 

,1 was very glad to receive your letter of January 
15th. I, too, haye. been somewhat pleased over the interest 
which has been engendered by the article in the February 
issue of the "Amer lean." The letters are- pouring in and I : 
am sending copies of all of them to Bloss and you. . ^9 

.1, too, thought the letter from- Leo Moody of 5 
Gulfport, Mississippi, was rather interesting. Y ou will ; 
recall that the case you had' in mind involved the murder of 
Mr. J. 0. Wolff, a member of the Gulfport, Mississippi, 

Police department. ‘Jn this particular instance it appears 
that six individuals arrived at Moody’s. Tourist Camp at 
5:30 A. M. on September 7, 1937 , awakening Bob. Moody , the • 
son of the owner. An individual who gave .his name as w 

C. A. Anderson registered for the party,' stating that they . o 
were from Dallas, Texas-. _ ,.r . S 

■ " ■; '• : : '• .. .. •• ; ’ : ' • ..■*'■ £ 

• • The six men arrived in two cars and the individual ^ 

giving his name, as Anderson stated that four were going to. • g 
stay at the. Tourist Camp and two were going on. Young 
Moody assigned .them to a cabin which had been designated g 

"Mississippi”. By 6:15 A. M . t all .six ot the men were in ‘ 
the cabin. He; did not pay any attention to the cabin 1 until 
ten o?‘.clock that morning when both cars were gone. ' 

. . At about 5:30 that: evening two of the men returned 

to the camp and when they could not locate the others in the 
cabin, asked Moody if he. knew of- their whereabouts. • Moody 
informed them that they were not in the cottage at that time, v 
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. Mr. Cooper- > 2 - /. January 19, 1940 


In the -meantime, ^oody had received information ' 
of a gun battle wherein Officer Wolff was killed* There- ■} 

. fore, . he endeavored to detain the two men. at the tourist 
•V camp until he could notify the Gulfport Police Department* '• 
The men stated at the time that they would, return within a'’, 
few moments as they had an errand to perform and accordingly 
:when- they did return to the tourist camp, they were arrested 
\ by the Gulfport Police who had been called by:Moody. 

The cabin had been located in the meantime and 
a Special Agent, accompanied by a Gulfport Police Officer, j 
1 .. .processed the interior for latent fingerprints and while 
making this search located a .45 caliber pistol which had 
been hidden" in a pillowcase. Subsequently, several other "f- 
guns were found in one of the cars v/hich members of this ; 

group operated. 

It would appear that in this particular case !i •' 
the operators of the Tourist Camp were more than .cooperative 
' after their suspicions had been aroused*. Of course, it , *■ 
does illustrate the evils that do exist. 

With every good wish, • - ; \ : • 

•' • .: ' Sincerely, '. ' * ■ . 


7 . ■ ■ ■ ". ’ - - i 






. ' 



COURTNEY - RYLES' COOPER 
Sebringy. Florida • 


.*>; >•!' • ^ ’ January .15 


• Dear Edgar: : v -.\ i ‘ ; . .. i. 

, ' ; ,1 have your- variou^ letters with enclosures' and ;; 

I am glad to know that th^fcourist camp article is stirring' • 
up so much interest.. I do believe that this will result i 1 
; in. a lot. of. betterment ali .along the line. - 

Regarding the' "squawks \ of course,' they were 
inevitable , and I thought your answer ito them was splendid. ■ 


/ Incidentally, ,’I_ got quite.' a laugh out of -the ex- 

— . v - d ■ if. . •' . \ . 


Uf. 


■ tensive squawk, from ^o*|woqdx_ of_ Gpif port, Miss. , together J' 

with aij the high-minded requirements of his association, .i 




; * If you xvill examine:, your files in connection \vith t he 
capture and killing of ^several bahkrobbers . in. G-ulfport , ’’I- 

you will find that they, were; able to pull oj£i their job ' 

; because , through the laxity prevailing a^lMoody's Tourist • f 
• ; Pould . drive in,; : and be assigned quarters without 

. the slightest, surveillance ... A gun whs found in' a ‘ cabin after 


one -Of this' band, wounded, was able to come into: 
' - - " " ' RECORDED <fe INDEXED' * 


- his bloody condition, pack up 'and make a £etaw fty^ fhe pnTy^ • 


i 

:VJ> 





,0 


suspicion aroused at the time being that of an'plf® 
who thought the- bandit -was mek. 

v . * - * , • s ■ . • ' ' - , . ^ iv IV 
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. fast getaway to beat his be. '' ", 
i U, S. BEPARTMEtsnr OF JUSTICE 
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Toe f MA I •■. '-gy ’• • • ” • 

'■■jjfc&p. i>h<tu~h$ft&neeo>: in getting 
'no ca yait'CUl on jenmry 2i.f - IQdb, - with further :■ 
rafcronoe the e.rtielo ^iph-rceentZy 4 t -pc&rodfyk .';• 
S’jo. /Itterfacn- Xjtgpcine • - . ••/*• 

, , ., ' A&-2 •tf%fprts6‘G : you' in by letter of J&ritsbry. _'■ 

j£j 2&C$, -2 Gi& J*0i fool tkc.t'zvj article in any . pay - : '• 
' . injure# .the sianGtnp of ZcgittiiGte. tauripi cc&pc.f . ' 
t%3 g rc^&p'.w/ ff*ot 9 T er. cof3»^Bcod. iw*<?' ■ .'• ;ii\ • ; .; .'■ 
legit Sm$& .cerise rtfll ,£>o j&ftfciJ. tea&tr.tall&Sif <m<e$ • 

..the .'epotJ.inht : of hmPZie, opinion' lo. focused upon ' T /"T 
■ those- tourist GP.rpa which- arc zoi . prcpaPZy regulated 
..••aw* . KftScfc.. .fPQ<)vx!it &6 by crtmmlf -anti uititMiely ' r 
: .clceneri up* . so 2 pointed out in the •article 0 thorp v ; 

, tire mny-.ftne tourist eanpc ope rated 'm m -qff iefonti- '■■■■'■ 
\. .and . hpatnoppliZc basic* •■•';. ' ', s' . : " ; •;••/ 

,: X- appreciate your invitation to visit png' 
of your : trained mtpr d'mrto aM ''I fhouZd. be very :- V ./ 

, happy indeed. to ia the event the ''epbdrtmiiij ' "■■■- 

presents itself* • ■•'•'. 


Jfl&TfCLAS 
; J?£j fe'W ' R\ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


; Vcfy; :£ruXy 3 pure,. 

' .. <?«.. Edgai*-;Hootr©^' . 

John .'l&gpp : ropopp ■ 
•■' . •’ zhtpcct&p 


'■Cop-i e s ^senjcVpo V.ourtney ‘Ryle y .Coopbr and^ Sumner • 
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sr* b. Cuj-a ■ 

County of Jwemlrio County. _ 
Slcholnavitloj' Eontucljy 


;Docy fir.' Guyns • •. 

• I &.) ia receipt a. copy o2 your loiter of 
January i$th, addressed to -i&o Suitor, dgoricca Sugasins, 
relative .to the 'article concerning tourist coops thick 
appeared in the FeSaruery Issue* 1 parti osl&rly m'lo 
your raferance to the n LcC;oviow Cottages, ‘h’ at BlahGlc.Gr- 
villa, Keatuolxy, vhich . &ro ©unod and operated by Tils; a ;'! 
Boity BuXett* ■' • / ' 

la response to tho statement©- contolBed ia 
your letter, 1 'ex attacking hereto u copy of oy reply 
to c, coamnicGticm urittoa t>y Sine Bulstt* Qy sraply, 
it is boXiovad, thoroughly orplains' ray vieua in thitj 
connection* . . 

Siwceroly years, 



Mr. Toleon . 



Mr . Nathan _ 

Mt'. C. A. T»m«n‘ 

Mr. Cl OQf • 

Mr. Ladd > 

Mr. Co flay 

M* . Egan 
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Office of Director 
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Mr. E. A. Tamm > 
Mr. Close ______ 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Egan 


Jan 23 j 1940. 


Mr. Oiavln 
Mr. Harbo 


Notation on letter by Mr. Cooper: 
"Edgar: 

This is the guy who says I 
from the Hotel Men's Assn for 
the Tourist Camp article. So I 
had my lawyer step on him. 


Mr. Latter _ 
Mr. Hendon 


/aC 


Mr. Wclnttrl 
Mr. Nleho^t 


" 0 , 9 . feln, 


Mr. Schl Idecker 
Mr. Tracy 


Ryley . . . . 


Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 
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•’GREEN ACRES”, at Jacksonville, Fla. 

2Vx Miles South of River 
U. S. No. I — Exact South City Limits 
White Brick Colonial Cottages with Private Baths 
Hot Water, Steam Heat, Inner Spring Mattresses, GRILL 
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Washington* DoG< 

Dear Mr<> Hoovers© 

2 wish to thak 
in answer t© ray letter 6^h, 


in the^AmoriGan Magas in®? 


| Mr. Tolson J 
GREEN ACRe^fA&ifa^ COURT 
DE L 

^ T ps?<sf^=g) 

\ Mr. Ladd 

Mr. CofTey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Letter 

Mr. H^odoi t — , 

jj Hr. 

;i Mr. NlJj 
J Mr. Vor 1 

jj Tlr. Qu‘nrt Taimr 

;i Tour iio-U’ — - 



Mr. Tracy 
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very wola. for 1 your lottos? llthknst 
sto relative to your article appearing 


"gamps of Crime” 0 


2 appreciate your statement in the last paragraph of your 
letter* and regret the reference to ulterior motives stoggeotedo 
I did not know the gentlemen wh® ©fillabrated with you in the artio! 
hot 3^dge be ©r them to be employees of a raagasin©o Certainly 
no personal reference was intended 0 



2 am sure that yon did notintend to harm t$© high Glass 
properly ram Ant© Courts* saeh asfvineluded in tl 
Courtfe * bat the fast is, that yon article has deals' as ©onsiderably 
more injury than you will ever kn®w 0 2 could sit© you ©m© definite 
©as© on thiso P©@pl^ who .have never sta§?®$ at a Elotor Court bofor 
and wh© read your arti@l©* in some ©ages*, I am afraid would be ■ 
afsaid to risk a trial~~be®aus©* it might be a ”Camp of Crime” 

Oat* 

2 am sure that a man of your typeAwould like to rectify -any 
damage that he u nknowin gly <ms& and u nintention ally imflieted ©n 
other So W©n°t you spend the night at any ©me of our United Motor 
Court Sp and get a first hand impression? 2 am sure that any of 
@ur members would be d© light od to have you as their guest ==<=> Then, 
how about having an artiol© written ©sa your pers@mal Smpre salons ? 

This would be a ”big” thing for you to do and would certainly 
be appro© ia ted by a large group ©f de©©nt hard working American 
Oitiaens of the type s whom 2 fool you would be proud to Gall 
fri9nd© 0 • 

. Yours v 
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DEL MAR COTTAGES 
(ATLANTIC BEACH) 



Mx°o Joe Do Kinsey* 

Tropical State Bank Bldg 0 P 
Sobring 9 Florida o 


Dear Siyse=> 



X have just read ymar letter to me under date Jamaary 
18th* and wish to state thajs X have never hoard of the gentleman 
you mention 0 have never seen his name in print (that X can recall) 
and certainly have no desire to hart the character or reputation 
of this gentleman or anyone elso 0 

If my letter was interpreted as being in any way detriments 
t© anyone °s charachQ&p 2 want t© hasten to apologize or retract any 
statement that yon. or anyone else might take exception t@o 

I assure 'you that there was no malic inoa statement 
intentionally made p hat I did want to point oat t© f.!r 0 JoSdgar 
Hoover the' tremendous- damage that he has nnintontionally inf lie tod 
upon the higher ©lass riot or Coarts all over the United statooo 

Should your eliont be in the State of Florida 9 ' I would 
appreciate it vQry much, if you will extend to Mm an invitation 
on my 'behalf to stop over night at Green Acres Motor Coart as .ray 
guest* at his first opportunity, and X believe that he will bo s© 
well pleased that a constructive article on this type of basinoso 
might appear in print at some later dato 0 

Thanking you vory me eh for bringing this matter to ray 
attention^. in the fair manner that you have* X ora* 



Chief, 


V $ 

FoBoX 


O 0 



Washington* D 0 C 0 
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GREEN ACRES MOTOR COURT 

DEL MAR COTTAGES 
(ATLANTIC BEACH) 


S' 


I Saav© jnst read yotar lotted to m© lander date January 
18 th* and wish, to state that 1 have never heard ©f the gentleman 
yoia mention^ have never seem his name in print (that I ©an recall) 
and certainly have n® desire to hart the character ©r repatatlom 
©f this gentleman ©r anyone els © 0 

If my letter was Interpreted as "being In any way detriment 
t© anyone ®s ohara©h©S) p I want to hasten to apologizo ®r retratt any 
statement that yon or anyone els© might take ©xe@pti©& fc © 0 


I assure ? yom that there was n© malieinoe statement 
Intentionally made'g hat I did want to point out to Ms?o UoSdgar 
Hoover the tremendous damage that he has mint eat lesa&li v inflicted 
wpom tha higher ©lass Elotor Comrts all ever th© United Stateeo 


Should yotar client be in the State of Florida * I wonld 
appreelate It very maieh* if yoia will extend to Mm an Invitation 
©a my , behalf t® step ©ver night at Green Acres S 2 ©fe@r Cowrt as my 
gaeat* at his first opportunity* and I believe that he will be so 
well pleased that a eomstraetive articl© on this type of business 
might appear in print, at sore© later date 0 

* v Thanking yon very resaeh for fringing thl.g matter to ray 

attention, in the fair manner that yon have* I qm £ 

\ 



C«py tos 
.,Mr 0 
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COURTNEY RYLEY C^JEER 
Sebring, Florida 
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T. R. GUYN 

County judge of Jessamine County 
Nicholasviu-e, Kentucky 


January 18, 1940 



Bdltosi 

Yhe Amerlcan Magazine 
250 Park Avenue " 

Hew York City 

Dear, Sirt . .. . j 

in. the February 1 a aue o f the ^ Aaerl can M agazine, you have 
published an article tltledyOam ps of .Crime. -We hays 
S^ieeu^jLtt^ ' your article does not apply 

but which" la offering because of the adverse publicity 
given in. your. publication.. . ... 





It/bas A^oyny adVlce and with ...my. hearty approval that 
m ris Betty Hulett^ bought property and built, her court, 
ffi jake vl ew fOo ttages she has ran this place on a. high 
Jfcforf. 8 tMdftSrand A ItH e reb&mehded' by < Duncan hjbiee, 7 . 
[ united ^ MctoriCou rla» .and the|^erl^ 
elation. • Also. the state Patrolmen and the law enforce- 
ment offlcere of Hicholaevil lie, jessamine County, Lexing- 
tonand.Eayette .County without reservations, 

I;hiaye ''icnown . Mi sS, "-jluiie tt • s . Ybrn'lly ;#<>.r 35 years -and- X have 
thbyn her. einp^her ..Infancy, She 4s a high ^ type, moral 
young woman and;! am glad to have her and her court in my 
county, However* I am regretful that she and many others 
lik» her must suffer because of ah article that Is giving 
many tourists a mistaken Impression of tourist courts* 

Yours vety truly. \HN r,0NTMM 


■ 




\Guyn 


her® 


'mm 


C0 to ~j; Edgar Hoover, Federal Bureau of Investigation*, 
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Copy of letter to the E^mbor. of The American 
Magazine toritten by T, Guyn, County Judge, 
Nicholasville , Kentucky , protesting article by 
Director, stating Court suffering because of 
the adverse publicity given in publication. 
States arti cle ' gi ves many tourists a mistaken 
impression of tourist courts. 
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January 18, 1940 


Mr. 

Mr. Nathan . 

Mr. E.-A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Lfidd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. E-ran 

Mr. CMfcvm 

yiv. Sci'bcs 

•Mr. Lrivtcv 





Dear Edgar: 

Thanks for sending me 
people who are objecting to th 


• Mr. K'nit-'iCti ^ 

T-ii . ? r .:Zath:e 
Mr. >«.!) 

&i'r. 11CKQ3 

Mr. Cfulili: ,n an>w 

Taur SoDirj ___ 

Mv. Tracy 

ong copies of the correspondent ? ^<g^ dy 
Tourist Camp article* 




We, too, have had a considerable number of protests, but that 
was to be expected, and if the article will serve to focus the attention 
of the States and local communities on the necessity for better regulation 
and supervision of these road-side camps, the article v/ill have served 
a very real need* Personally, I can’t get very much excited about such 
letters, because it has been my experience that people squeel loudest 
when the shoe pinches a bit. 

With best regards. 


Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of ’Investigation, 
Washington, D. C* 
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Editor , f ,; 4 

TheP American Magazine 
250 Parle Avenue 

Hew York Cl ty " 

; .s • 

Dear Sir: 


I have read your recent article titled "Caitpj^pf^Oriae " and, 
in ay opinion. It is most unfair to those Iburlst Court 0p» - 
eratora who are running respectable places and trying to make 
an honest living. How can we who hope to attract tourists to 
our places hope for any degree of success at long..ae the 
bona fide traveller earned to stay away, from, ourplaees? 

Any tourist |ho had never stayed in a Court would be afraid 
to do so afier reading such an article by m nan^as prominent 
as J, Edgar Hoover. 

~ ' - ■ •• 'i • 

X have been in business at Lsksvisv Cottages and one* 

half-years, lfy rules are such more rigid that '.those enforced 
by any hotel in any surrounding towns. My plaoe is for tour- 
ists only and no local people are allowed. Since your February 
issue Appeared, ay business has declined by about SO per cent. 
How can a decent, respectable person be expected to make a 
living when such adverse publicity le given in a osgaslne as 
widely read as yoursT I presume that the trade in the low 
rate camp hat Increased since you so kindly pointed out that 
they were oaf 4 hideouts for /criminals. 

Have you eveiLheard of the^g ternat lonal Mo tor. Court Assocl*? 
^tloauaad th^TOhl tod Motor^Court sT , If noli, X should advise 
that you infora" yourself as to their rules and activities 
end the requirements governing membership in the organisation, 
Hr. Hoover and you should have been bettor informed on jour 
subject as the United Motor Courts should have been given credit 
for their rigid supervision and their effottsAto see that the. 
motor dourt industry is keptjon the highest possible plane .r 

fisoopDED & mbi 7 ^ 

Is the reputation of the hotels so impeccable that no criminals 
are ever found thereT Arc there never any murders in hotels? 
that isn't the way X read it in my daily papers, j /, : ' 

r*'’0 M ~ ^ • TM 
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MISS BETTY HULETT 


TELEPHONE. 30 


LAKEVIEW COTTAGES 

MODERN TOURIST SERVICE 
U. S. ROUTE 27 
MEMBER: UNITED MOTOR COURTS 

NICHOLASVILLE, KENTUCKY 


Page 2— —Editor, The American JCaganlne 


It is my opinion that Ur, Hooveris a good F, B* I# can, hut 
if it isnecessary for hlmto ruin decent business 'people in 
order to get publicity and in order for your nagaslne to get 
enough material to print, it eeems t\*t both the American 
Magas lne and the 7. 8. I, 'mould profit by a change in eet^,« 

It is my belief that your artiole will cause the so-called 
Camps of Crime to flourish and will bankrupt many of those 
that are reapeotable* 

Yours very truly* . 

(Mias) B ett^g ulett ' 

' Lakeriew Cottages 


Copy. to J* Edgar Hoower 
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January 31, 1940 



Mr..' John C, -Satth ’ 

County Attorney . ’ 

Nichol&.uville, Kentucky 


.Seer Gr*. ii’atta* 

I as in receipt of A copy of your letter of 
January 19th, addressed to. the Crowell Publishing Ccapany, 
Publishers of the American i&gasine, relative to tbs 
article concerning tourist caapc which appeared in tho ' 
February issue, I particularly note your reference to • 
the ^LckevieK Cottages, * at flicholc.sville, Kentucky, f - 
which are owned and operated by Hiss Betty Kulett# . t . • 

In response to .the statcaonts contained in' 
your letter, X as attaching hereto a copy of ray reply . • 
to a coxrannication written by Hiss Hulstt, fly reply, 
it io believed, thoroughly explains ay views in this . 
connection, . 


, To loon 
. Nathan 


rst , e. a . Tornm 


«r. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
B 5 r ‘ 
Mr. 
« r. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mi . 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Close 

Ladd 


Quinn Tamm 
Tracy 


Sincerely yours e 

.Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
director 
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JJOEIK <Do WATTS 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

sriicmioii-ASvaiiJi-iE, kestucki' 

January 19, 1940 




Crowell Publishing Ooapany, Publisher a 


200 Parte Awe. 
fork City 


Gentlemen 5 

Tor the 
operate 
fh© eata 



two years, MiasBett 
vl 


Lett has owned and 


lshraent la one of the beat in the state and 
is managed efficiently. It la run on a high coral 
basis, catering to tourists only. 

f 

She owner la a graduate of the University of Kentucky ; 
and ms Aluani Secretary of that institution for three 
years.- She is well Infeed and ia respected by the 
eltiseaa of this 

A 

Since your article ^a wpg_,of_CrimeJL appeared, Uiss Hulett 
reports that her court has suffered a decline in tourist 
trade. Ue are proud to have this court in our eountv.^cv 
and deeply resent your article. 



fours *eiy truly. 






«3S5?*l* 


John o T Uatta 
County Attorney 

00 to J, ,Sdgar Hoover 
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V BCHsVP’ ,, • ,• , 

94-3-4-20-575 ■ «\ 

yf&nuat'u ’ ■ 1040 



L*t\ $yn n.<§ r 81 bo o o n ; ; 
Bdi $or. . ; 

£bs ri e.©n .. Uag&B'i &£ , v 
2$0 i’arU Avenue, '■■■ ' 
Yorls# Uov} forU f 


Boar Bloa&s 




■ ■ ■I • bnoleptng -b opt- bo of 

cocMmioationo in- reference : Vo [the at^iolo# 
M Canpe of Crine^b ^hieh- 1 'thought, pop.- . Sf 
nighiy be. intereoteb in kaoing* 

• ■ Uith titndcQti pQroonal :rogardo A ; , 

Cordially ./ 

. Jo Edgar Hoover.^ 







Hr. Courtney By ley Cooper v "/• •' . : ./v'',Vv 

433 Horth &dkeviei? drive . ; ' '• 

Sebring * Florida 





Bear Byleyi' f’- ’■ •' ' • 

I am enclosing a copy of an 
a ddt ti onai letter mhl ch 1 have r.ecei bed, 
under date of January 19 * 1940* from 
Hr o mil £, Holbein* Secretary of the . ■ 
Montana Cabin Camp Owhero Association* ... 
Kali spell, Montana# in reference to our- 
article, 

f dm- also enclosing a copy of; 
my reply , and both have been sent to - 
BIoqs, ' . ' 

.. .. ' Mth kindest regarde# y \ 

Cordially# . 

\ - <J, Edgar Hooysi? 
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January 29, 2940 


Ur* Vi 11 Zp Holbein ' ■ /.• 

Secretary 

Fontana Cabin Camp Omars Association,. 
Kali spelt, , Hon tend .'.I 


w 


Dear 


Holbeins 


VS: 



I have received your letter of ' January 19, 
1940 3 cones rMng the article in the February iboua of 
the Auer i can fj&jaeine entitled :t Caups of Crime * n 



I was Surprised to rood that you consider that ; 
cabin, camps of the type which you operate have bean . • f 

damaged in any manner by the article in question*- Ac 
a mutter of fact # I fool that the legitimate tea riot 
camps have not .only not been damaged, but the article : ••• 
had been and will.be of benefit to them* . 

A reading of the article will Cioclope that ■ 

1 definitely stated that there are reputable aoapo .. i; 
operated in. an efficient, decent manner by bus inegc- t 
nan of recognised integrity*. One quotation from the 
article, for instance, is n 0f course, there arc hundredo ■ 
of ton riot camps run by honest# alert# civic-minded . 


f»r. Tolfitfo * 


pe re cm 


have made heavy investments in' 


i ^ ^uaincm* to mesa# me Federal bureau of InupGtiga- 
| ' M'oiV 'cifiionCit its gratitude for their wholehearted • 

in the capture of badly canted fugitives * 
‘.tolia&'jdo'ZM* bee "how 1 could have been no re explic i t in 


•Mr. La££ wurv b w o & bib ■ ; 

v.r- coej^oogni j&inflf the cenetmctivcly-mimled persons who 
?;?.jjaa gpergtq the- 'legitimate ' tourist camps* '■■ifay.T.aloo call 
.t.it.aioFP.iij‘3^tention tc a statement in the came article to ■ "■ ■ 
g/ jPeeiS • that. n Lao- enforcement# wo rtii ng in con June ti on.# Y 
owners of honest establishments, -hao. a definite" . 
\wt.4mte8 epPMOibilityto outlaw the renegade ’tourist, camp,® ' 

| **. pd r ophtement t@ tho'heynotc^'of-the entire arttclby 

Mr.-W }<Aola • '• V. ' / •• •' • *1 




Ms* \&h r-ea 


Mt* 

TtO? &)0£2 — 

M/» ! F73C?v..,.^X. 


■ 


C; . -ro 

■ - ■. no : . 


-1%/ 


c Hir’ 



■ v 




Mr, •' Vill ’.***■ ■'Eolboin ': \'f : ' /•’ "«?, V January 20 , . IDdO ..... ' ; 

Nothing i s'. 0 / greater benefit to the .legi'ti * . 
mate, . high*min tied, efficient members’ of any organisation • 
than to eliminate the unworthy or criminally-inclined . 

uieaaJa bring dice redit upon dec on t, law-abiding 
citizens* Certainly I believe that, to call attention 
to conditions which are not only undesirable- but detri* • 
mental to morale .and lew and order in general is rendering 
a service to those engaged inf legitimate ■ industry and , 
constitutes a duty that I owe, as a law enforcement ■■■ ! - 

esecutive, to the country at large, as wall as those ; i • . 

engaged in any specific vocation f . . 

All organisations -- law enforcement, industrial, • 
Commercial, agricultural •>«». have in -their ranks parsons ■ 
who bring discredit upon worthy callings, 1 can think. / 
of no greater benefit to those interested in the real ’ # 
success 'of these, callings than to do clearly . arid accurdtoly 
as possible depict the conditions' which are obviously 
undesirable end detrimental* This I have endeavored to . 
do in the article, in the American Magazine, ■'■ . 

You may rest assured that I have always ■deeply 
appreciated the excellent and valuable cooperation .of* J 
forded this Bureau upon occasions by the . many- law-abiding, 
patriotic ct tisane engaged in this vocation, - 

' Sincerely yours, ' ‘ . "!■ ; ’ 

. . 3 . Edgar ■Hoover.'- 


ourtney Ryley Cooper (with cover letter) 
'umner Blossom, (with cover letter) • 

( The copies to Mr. Cooper and Mr. Blossom 
were identical wi th the yellow, benea 
this copy , the last paragraph being 


th 

changed ) 


Ehr. .Totona,™.-—. 

Mst Wntosa . — 

Mi?. B. Ai^Ibssjssu— — 

Mr. ce&rJ£n.._< 
Me. a . cM 

Mr. Ccfifey ~ k 

Mr. 'Efeoo. 

Mr. Glovto «™. 

Mr. Bartm 
Mr, Lecte ? — 

Mr. HsaiScm., ~™. 

Mr.,McIntiffO 

Mr. Nlcfcbio 

Mr. Rosen— 

Mr. Quinn Toasm™ 
Tour Room-—- ,<™ 
Mr/ Tracy 
Miso Gandy 




i +1 ' 


* *j. ‘* 






l - .... .... 

■v. - ^Bcxm . .s;,- ' . 

, ' " ■* ; ; v- 9 < 4 — /: \ 


I 


‘fahudry.; 27# . X&6Q \ .. 


-Hvlb-oln 

■ Hoc retard . .v-' .: . : 

Henbane Cabin Camp Owners Aeeoc.iatfori •- •.•••• 
Kdiispell# [tfontana ' :■■■. . /; 


!> ■ 
' • S’ 

r t: 

*1 ; 

’ * * 


Seer i/r. Holbein's ... •' 

. ' ' * X have . rebel He'd ' pour -letter, of Januaryipy; ;('• 

1066 # concern ing 7 the f article . S a :£*i <2 ,'pehfuary issucjcf 
? •.$&<? ' 4 ticttcpn-/.lMga 8 ine .'entitled ^Campe of' 1?'./* ;.* r ' : ■ 

• . ' ' . . • X* z£as ourpr€'s.C& to read that you ■ dbtisider- that 

cabin .camps of the type which you operate have been ■ 

•>’ tf@oope<l in any manner by the article In question* As. , 
g na£t<?r 0 / /sc t 3 1 : /<?<?! that the legi time ltd- tourist " S 
. camps have not only '&&& bach damaged s butthe article •. » . 

■ Xiao been anU . will be of benefit to then* ■ ' ••' , ' 

•V- it; reading .of .the ■■article will disclose ..that .. 

J definitely . Stated . that there are reputable camps' -f 
'■■ : v operated . in ah .effi c i cnt 9 decent manner by ■'bustneso- ■■ 

' neti of .recognised, integrity , -.$ne quotation from -the- -■ ■ ? 

article 9 for instance 9 is i*of . there: are- ti%®&P-e'd$. 
of tourist camps -run by honest# alerts ei vie -minded ■> 

persons who have .made heavy investments in . thiCnew 
' business* *to '■ these#. the ■Federal Bureau of inveoti gat 7 } 
tion Ostende its: grgti-tudCj 7 fot -.theit ■. t^oletieat'.tcd " 


tf: 


1 . 


dpjoop&n&ti'on, in the . capture^ of badly -fistmted- fugitives « 

see how $ could ,kaue7 been' more explicit .in ■ , / ••••’?;•.• 
ihx'.^rAc.o-gn%aing the constructive ly.f minded pars one .-who ■■■■. - *;= - . 

epdnatd the legitimate dtOuri si camps', ' day ■ 1 also call ; ; : 
£:jrhci 0 y&ut-.&itenti bn to a Qtateiient in.' .the : sane article to . ' 



£ 0 ^ ; oz^£Ici 5 :'£fl<? ■itencgdde- tourist .camp, {1 i‘ '}: 
r r abatement .is ' the : heynptdrbf the entire, grii cite. 


>*’. • V;’ 

; 0 ^ ; 



Jl Z>r« .... 

it ■* . 

TT^Iaaro . 


'!r 


.l-Hdrjf'B. ....... 

' Z?-'* * Xjjc p •_ r „;. . _ 
itv. tin Tamili. 


.. n 









Gonuy .. .. 









-A 


• iV | 
U i ' . 


. £fr . . Ui tl'D, Holts in : - . 2 - ■ 


January 97#. 2949, * 


. •••• •. nothing, is of greater benefi t to the Icgt ti~ .’, , 

mates Uigh+mindCd# efficient members of any organisation ■ 

:. \ .than, to*: eliminate the unwor thy or criminally*ihe. lined. 
individuals . mho bring/ discredi t upon decent#; la&Jabi ding 
di tisane Certainly 1 believe, that to " call ..attention . ; . 

• to condition® which are not only imdesimble but detrif ■ 
.mental to morals- and 1dm and order in general is' rendering 

•'■■•'a service to those engaged in legitimate industry and 
. conaM tiiteo is duty that.. I owe# as a law enf orcement ... i 
. • -executive/ 'to the 'country at -large# as- me 11 as those 
■ .. engaged in any specific vocation, •• 

' ■ . ", . • All organisations- -- ‘lam enforcement#., industrial# . 

■■■commercial# agricultural have in their’ r antis, per sons 
' • • 'v&q' ' bring. Ms'cre4it : upon worthy' callings , J can thinfc j: • 
,d/ no greater benefit to those interested in the real , . i 
success of these callings than to as clearly and accurately 
. as possible depict the- condi ti ons : which • arc '.o b vis tool y ■ \ 

• •«;.’• undesirable, and detrimental, fh to I have endeavored to 

do fa i%*. article in the American Magazine ♦ 

■ A You may rekt^sMiped pmt 1 have always deeply 

. appreciated the osCellent coo^Jyytimi. ’which has- been . 

readei*c<2 *o t/its service by jme X^gtfjmate members of 
fryour vocation, 

... . :T. ' - '■ r '' sincerely yours ± 


, ’ - c 


cc~H.r , Courtney Ryley -Cooper (wi thy cover- letter) 
, Mr,. Sumner Bio sspm (wi th cover letter) 


. ’ t . 


« > *• ■ ‘f. 
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i Mr. Clegg. 


Depositary 

Conrad National Bank 

Kalispell, Montana 
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Office of 
The Secretar 

Kalispeii I 


January 19, 1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigate 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: — 


’s§§£ 




I Mr. Coffey .... 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. GlnvM .... 
Mr. Hcirho ... 

Mr. Lortar 

Mr. HonHort... 
Mr. B?cI v Hro . 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Ho*<?n .... , 

Mr. Quinn Taiti 
Tour Kootn .... 

^Mr. Tracy...... 

tttliss Gaftidy— , 


J >was profoundly shocked and surprised to 
"Cam ps o f Crime 11 which was printed in the 
February number of EHe^Serican Magazine. 

The article was so manifestly unfair that I think 
you did not give it the thought that you should have , or 
else you have been imposed upon by someone. 

The tourist camp ha"2s become a necessary institu- 
tion in the United States. First — because the hotel men 
would not build new hotels to take care of the constantly 
increasing tourist travel, and, Second — because they would 
not adjust their rates so motor tourists could afford to stay 
in their hotels. Here in Montana the last hotel to be con- 
structed was at Bozeman. Since that time possibly 300 
touAist camps have been constructed , and from the fact that 
most of them have been paying ventures, it seems to us that 
they were necessary. 


Thg^ont ana C ab in Camp Owners /As s o ci at i on since its 
inception haCs striven to" make' all oujp|fbouris t ^camps ^models 
in every way, and from my best knowledgefhere is only 
one, or possibly two of the 515 camps^ in this state that 
have deliberately harbored off-color characters. But 
we have even gone further, and instructed our legislative 
committee last October to draw up a new by-law providing 
that any tourist ca^mp owners belonging to our Association 
who is convicted of a felony will be automatically dropped 
from the membership roll permanently. ~ / / ^ ******* 

RHSOORDEB & IHDESfflS f. J L f ^ j > 2 

Further, at our convention last Mar c TTih M is soul a , ' 

we had Mr. W. G. Banister, FBI Agent at Butte, ■NVESTIC 
Police of the City of Missoula, and the Sheriff j_of Missoula 
County, appear on our program and tell us how coulcr 
cooperate with them. We also adopted a registr^ienp^ag^ajMy ^ 
that met with the approval of Mr. Banister. |/~ 4$ — = — — ttlU: 

3wr 

In your^ jjzyfcicle , "Camps of Crime" you fail £p a y vl 
state that "Luck^^CLuciano , perhaps our greatest criminal 
was an honored guest at one of the swankiest hotels in 
New York City until Mr. Dewey flushed him out of it, and 


.of Mi s.sc 
> codlF 


JF JUST 


JEH — Page 




that the more or less notorious Ajj phoneL jCapone made his 
headquarters in one of the principal hotel in Chicago until 
convicted of evading the income tax laws. 

Then you proceed to state that the AAA lists only 
the really honest, law-abiding camps in the country* What 
of the travel bureaus of the oil companies of the country? 
They also have lists of accredited tourist camps, and 
they are not all members of the AAA.. My experience has 
been that about any one who has the price ca n secure 
the AAA emblem. 

We have tourist camps in Montana that cost $30,000, 
$40,000 and $50,000. Is it reasonable that a man or group 
of men would spend that much money to furnish a safe harbor 
for the criminal element? 

You will also remember that Karpis, one of his 
pals and their two molls holed up in a school house at 
Western Star, Ohio one night. Must all c ountry school 
houses also be taboo because of that? 

Frankly, Mr. Hoover, I feel that you owe the 
great majority of the tourist capj/owners of the country 
an apology through The American Magazine. The whole article 
smacks of poor judgment on your part, and lam surprised 
that The American Magazine published it in its present 
form. 


As far as the Montana tourist camps are con- 
cerned your article, "Camps of Crime" is untrue , '‘full 
of venom and will no doubt create a feeling among the owners 
that you have either been misinformed or imposed upon 
by someone who had an axe to grind. I have always held such a 
high regard for you that I cannot believe that you were 
imposed upon. 


Yours/ very t ruly 




Execu 


V$MAj 
olbein 
Secretary 



HN:CSH 
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January 19, 1940 


Eir. Courtney Ryley' Cooper 
433 Worth Lakaviow Drive 
Sebring, Florida 


\ 


\ 

" 1./... 
ft 




y-" 

/ . 

v 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nat ruin 

Mr. t , A. Tarwn 

Mv. Class 

Mr. Ladd ■ 


fc)r. Coflay 
Mr. Scan 


Ur, Qlavln'_ 
Mr. Crow I _ 
nr, Martso _ 
Mr. Loot or 


Mr. Hondon _ 
Mr. nichols - 

jatr . Rosen 

Ir. Sears 


Dear Ryley: 

1 em transmitting herewith, for. your 
information, some additional copies of fetters 
received relative W'the article in the Ame ric an 
Mag^ne^concerningl^^ist^js^psi^ together with 
copies of my replies thereto* These letters are 
from the following individuals: 

Letter from Mr, f. J^Simpaojo, Ayi&usta, Georgia, 
dated January 13# 1940; 

Letter from Mr. A. V,ALa W asaJ^ollywood. Tour isty 
Court, Ren Orleans, Louisiana, /aated January 11, 
lM and . ^ 

Letter from Mr* C, 13 Clark^Clark’g ^otel , 
Pasadena, C all £orh%a djated J anuary 10 / 1940^ 

Kith best wishes, as always. 

Cordially, 

J, Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures 
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gteberal bureau of Jnueati^atlon 
United states Siepartment of Huatire 

Detroit - Michigan 
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On January 23, 1940 I was visited at the Detroit Office by MR. LEONARD 
MORRISON, ^irst Assistant to the Superintendent of the Detroit Board 
oTlSiation, 1354 Broad»jr, telepbon. - Cherry 7150 Eet^^ Mchlg M.. 
MR. MORRISON stated that in a book recently written by COURT^EXISY 
COOPER entitled:* "DESIGNS IN SCARLET" a paragraph appeared stating 
“in'effect that recently Federal men in Michigan conducted a raid in 
the public schools in a large city in Michigan (City unnamed in the 
book) and found a great quantity of marijauana m the lockers of -the 
school children, in addition to a large quantity of contraceptive de- 
vices, cigarettes and other things of a similar nature. .. 

MR. MORRISON stated that the Detroit Board of Education had been con- 
tacted by a large number of civic minded people and civic organiza- 
tions who assumed that the large City mentioned in MR. COOPER’S book 
was' Detroit , and considerable pressure was brought to bear on the, 
Detroit Board of Education. Consequently the Detroit Board of Educa 
, tion wrote a letter to the publishers of "DESIGNS IN SCARLET? to 
\ ascertain what City the paragraph referred to. The *®* er “ 

'^'red the inquiry to COURTNEY" RILEY COOPER and subsequently advised 
the Detroit Board of Education that MR. COOPER felt ne 
divulge the name of the City inasmuch as he had procured this infor- 
mation from a confidential source, a Federal investigative^ ency, 
and could not divulge the source. Consequently MR. MORRISON came 
to this office to try to procure further information on the matter. 

I advised MR. MORRISON that this Bureau does n0 ^ an J 1 e , 
matters and that the raid mentioned in MR. COOPER s book, if o 
ducted, was not conducted by members of this Bureau; that pr 7 
if such raid had occurred it had been conducted by Agen s 
Bureau of Narcotics. I gave him the name of the local head of the 
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January 23, 1040 


/>• Courtney By ley Cooper 
483 Corth Lohcuieu Drive 

Behring, Florida 

Dear Bylcy:* 


eoiad ii 
tohioh rl 


/ X thought you rAght be inter# 
$9 enclosed n moo paper clipping 
itee to efforts in Virginia tb 


tonton re fates vo e/forvs *n v*rgsn*a w 
inpro ve purt&t ccmp conditions in the state* 

\~- '’ With hind regards, 

C*- * * * 

f . ' Sincerely, 

■ c 

c... ; . , <J a Sdgar Horv 




tar. tt. A. TflBwa 


Enclosure- 


..'v.-^n.-r^tCO^'W 

\ t VuVv. •'•■ npn 

p H^C- ASS’nC-U, 

S'ikiStwa* 


Clipping fronWimes-Herald 1-23-40 
3 star edition \ 
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C3r. Quinn Tamm 
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fhderal bureau of mvESTieAnos. > 
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llmtrb States department of Husttee 

New Orleans, La. 

Jan. 22, 1940. 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


vD 

>- 

-> 

'J? 

s> 


t , 

J- 
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This will serve to confirm recent telephone conversation 
with MR. NICHOLS of the Bureau, when MR. NICHfJLS advised that he de- 
sired certain information concerning one LECmSOQDY, who is the owner 
of the United Motor Court, Gulfport, Mississippi, and that he recalled 
some incident wherein the United Motor Court , or MOODY, was involved 
in some case investigated by this office. 

A search of the indices of this office failed to reflect 
anything concerning LEO MOODY, with the possible exception of a MOODY 
mentioned in the report of Special Agent C. E. vnYSHS. dated at New Or- 
leans 9-20-37 in the case entitled "WILLIM LOM AE«HAIRSTON with 
aliases (deceased); et al; NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE TEEFT ACT 1 *, Bureau 
file 26-44543, wherein it is reflected, on page 3, an interview had 
by Special Agent NELSON FERRY of this office with BOB MOODY, evident- 
ly the son of LEO MOODY, concerning the activities of the HAIRSTON 
gang while at Gulfport, Miss. 

This information was transmitted by telephone to the sec- 
retary of MR. NICHOLS. 
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Very truly yours, 



Special Agent in Charge. 

£ 


Recorded 

& 

indexe d 


FEDERAL SUREAU QF IWVESTIOAYi?^ 
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.• January £2* 1940 


fir* Co\i£'tn©y Cooper 

433 iiorth Lckoviov? Drive 
Gohring, Florida 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Jeituasy 29 , 1940 


Mr. Tolson 
M>. M»th*n 


Or- Burt L. .Moll 
Spring Court 
Tythoville, Virginia 


.Dear Or* Udell: 




I ca ls receipt- ’of a copy of jour letter of January £4th, 
addressed to the iaoricaa r!»tol 'Aoeooii'itioii, £hr>t Orea^o, .Wbr Jefocy, 

• relatives ' to tho article appearing ia this February ioouo of tho &serietin ■ 
pagai&lm entitled • B Cerjp<i. of Crloo, 8 ’' 

X t&o mrpriecjEi to read that you eonaiior th'-t courto of. the' 
typo thichysu operate! feat® been t&aacged in any aannor ^Astsobvor try the 
. erticlo in eueetxon* In- fact, X' foal that tho logiticato ieurioi ctapo " • 
liavo not only sot becej damaged, . but 'tho article in i-ueetion u boon ami 
' nlll to of benefit to the©* ._• 

E 5 ay I point cut th -t o; ilfeiuSiag- of the article Pill dipoles© & 
very iiofinito- ofctspoat to tha affect tbit there era ropnieblo cnqpo- opar- 

■ atod in an off iciest, docoiab ssascior by hur.inese son of r oceanic ed integrity* * ; .- 
' ; . duo c.uot'-ticn, for . inotaoeo, is B 0f coarcoj there are hitfrlrcilo of. ieUrict 

- ccopp run by lionoct, slort clvic^rsinded p- wmnQ b*io .have -sjsda 3 K»t*yy? in- . ’ 

• . vdjotaents- in thlo non bnoincaa, to these, tho Federal' Bureau of Xnvoeti- 
, gfotion -cntoa&s its' grcitifeUtis for tbdtf vrholohoortc <3 cooperation. li» tho 

.• capture of. .badly canted fu^itivco*® 1 do not oss how I could br.vs 
g. o ro explicit in rocogniring tho constructively -aindeb jioracab. tlvs opct~ s. 

■ at e ltf*iticat3 cosapo* 2oy .X nlo© dell your attention to e otato^rit ‘pi 

, tho stand article to tbo effect' that i w Ln» I’aforeeaont, working in-jpe^sJunO"- ' 
tlou cith tho.ovaoro of hemoef ebteMlshnente, -hao .a dofinits -<3 

“ Silit:/ to entlrs; the renoyaue tourist er.Dp,“ fiio latter 'otT-t'ceftt £^ths. 

! Ebynotd of 'the entire • article* . ' ’ . T '** S ^ 

_ ‘ . . ' ' CO P “H 

_ " ■ -I oil of tlit positive opinion, that nothin# io ©f ■ grnisbffp b^ga-* ^ 

fit .to tho 1 felgh-aisaded, offietont racabors of say oryaf-ientiss- . 

; — -than to elieincta troa thooo orgaalbaticno • or vocations . th® ussarihy or • 

- — ertoinally inolinod individuals t.ho bring diocrolit upon decent, lets- 
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ranilott’&vA 
intoa 4 /ifei 


to wocms -cssc^cpti ln'lcgitisate industry end ednsti- 

oifpj! n® £ lt\v onforocBcni oxocutivo, to . -tho country 
v« 1: ‘ L-*.. > 


u). a . Womm ( 


Cooper & 

der separate cover) 
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PRING COURT 



PHONE 190 


WYTHEVILLE, VA. 


. American Motel As sociation 
15 Woodland Avenue, 

East Orange, New Jersey 

\ 

Gentlemen: 


January 24, 1940. 


'km 


hlson.. 
Nathan ) 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey .. 

Mr. E»jan... 

Mr. Giavin 

Mr. H??.rbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Hendnn 

“Y /5 

Mr. Nlirl^yfs Y. 

B5r. Ktjfen 

Mr. Or- Inn Tnrmr 

Tour Room 

jj Mr. Tracy 

iviisa Gandy 

js&iic 


taken 



J'¥- u>-Si 

with a / dlit 3 — 


with the .circulation 


t 


y'Xu . 


I havenjust finished reading an article in the February 
of the^A merican Magazi ne. 

I have, and not because ( f, If the shoe fits, put it bn.“ ) 
particular exception to it* 

I presume that as hard as the general run of magazines fight 
for articles from personages like J. Edgar Hoover, American had 
to pay quite a neat sura for said article. 

Now, as for myself, I am Just one person ana one Tourist Court, 
but yours is an organization that is built up of camps and homes 
like my own. Your organization, thru your salesmen, made par- 
ticular meat of the fact that you solicited only those camps 
whose morals and accommodations were of the highest* Not at all 7 
li.,.e the unfair advertizing and mention of the AAA in the article 
who solicits several grades of camps, and of which less than one- 
fourth were unreservedly recommended. 

RECORDED INDEXED 

Have you. Motel, ever been slapped in the fa<| 
or dish-rag. If not, sit down and read tMs 
the unfairness of it. It rather means tnAt, 
that American enjoys, every one or your me^bcj 

to have a parallel subscription with the \4£&.| ^ 35E 5 ; v OF JlSTfF 

1 pay taxes, you pay taiies, v;e have both Invented money and 
■^ork in an enterprise, which, thru the course of one year sen 
goodly number of American Tourists, and American Magazine sul 
scribers. People who in turn pay taxes to support a Governmenl 
and an Official, whose Job it is to ferret our these camps whiclj^ 
he condemns, and it is not fair that he take our enterprise as a 
whole and condemn it in an article which will be read and sopped 
up by a great number of our rightful .snd .potential customers, 
this is penalizing camps of our caliber, which in turn, aids any 
of the camps of lesser caliber so long as they have been sanction 
by the aparently not too particular AAA. This Official either 
accepts money or allows his or its “Quote" to the Courtney Eyley 
Cooper, to earn money for one or both of them* 

This article as a whole would not have hurt nor have been so in- 
sulting, but for its particular mention and advertizing for the 
AAA. There are any number of people vho have neglected Joining 
the AAA Directory of Courts and Cottages just because the list- 
ings were not ALL up to certain standards ana exclusive. 




# t 

SPRING COURT 

PHONE 190 
WYTHEVILLE, VA. 

Motel- Page 2. 


My reasons for not being, in this AA directory are as in paragraph 
preceding and because bupon being solicited bythe AAA salesman, 
for this purpose, their salesman conducted himself in a very 
insulting manner, my first encounteX with the AAA, gpod or had, 
and since, I have not been approached by them. 

I don’t know just where Mr. Hoover, or Mr. Cooper got their fig-" 
ures, but they aon’t sound just exactly reasonable,, Then too. 

The whole Article, If given just a little thought by the two 
persons mentioned, wouldn't he considered reasonable if they were 
to sit down and ponder, by comparison, just how many of any one 
year’s catch came out of just ho v/ many camps. The percentages 
wouldn’t look so hot even if the figures they used were just. 

I think that your organization, hich exists on the money we 
subscribers pay for listings in same, should in you own defense 
and in defense of your livelihood, assured by our subscriptions, 
take up the cause for your subscribers. 

I am sending copies and letters to the American magazine. Delux 
Motor Courts, J. Edgar Hoover, and Mr. Cooper. 

Very truly yours. 


Burt L. Udell 



1 

















SPRING COURT MOTEL 

Wytheville, Virginia — On U. S. 11 and U. S. 52, 
North Side of Highway, East End of Town. Less Than 
a Mile East of Junction of U. S. 11, 52 and 21. Baths, 
Inner-Spring Mattresses, Garages and Grill. Ten 
De Luxe Cottages, Year-Round Air-Conditioning, 
Satisfactory Heat in Winter, Perfect Cooling in Sum- 
mer, Forced Ventilation at All Times. American g 
Products and Complete 


;tisp 

»0®;'Ss-s ! 


Nil 









ONE 

CENT 

STAMP 


IN 

US,*- 






SPRING COURT MOTEL 

Wytheville, ' Virginia — On U. S. 11 and U. S. 52, 
North Side of Highway, East End of Town. Less Than 
a Mile East of Junction of U. S. 11, 52 and 21. Baths, 
Inner-Spring Mattresses, Garages and' Grill. Ten 
De -Luxe Cottages, Year-Round Air-Conditioning, 
Satisfactory Heat in Winter, Perfect’ Cooling in Sum- 
mer, Forced Ventilation at All Times.’ American Oil 
Products and Complete Service Station. , '■ 
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Jenuary 19, 1940 
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Mr* Sumner Blossom 
Editor ~ : ’ '/ 

O ^mBJ^om^agaaingu 
250 Park Avenue 
New York City 


,-d 


t 




Mr. To Ison 
«3r . HotOOn 


(3tr. tt. A. Ta*Mn 

to: Cl esc • 

M» . Lcdd 


Mr. Coffey 


Dear Bloes* 

I am transmitting herewith, for your 
information, some copies of additional letters 
received relative to/the article in the American 
Magazine concerningl/tourist^camgSj^together with 
copies of my replies thereto. These letters aro 
from the following individuals: 


Letter from Mr. tv. W .^Simpson, Mgusta, Georgia, 
dated January 15, 1940} ' j/ 

Letter from Mr. A. V^La Nasa.TOollywood Tourist 
C ourt, New Orleans, Loui si ana , ydatedT January - 11, 2 
1940f and L A/ 

Letter from sir j, Clor k.Wciark/s Motel , 

Pasadena, California, dated January 10, 1940 . 

Sith best wishes, as always, 

Cordially, 

,T, Edgar Hoove^ 



■V 




Mr. G levin 


Enclosures 

Bit Crovl 


Mr. nemo 

7 


Mi. Lester j 

L./ 


1 

.Mr. Hendon 

i / 

♦ _ * » __ * : 

Mr. Nichols, 

:,/• • • 

• •- ^ — * . • 

. Mr. Rosen • ,/ 

:f • 

• ' " / V ' « v .. 

Mr. s'e/rs ; / 

y . 

• ’ |V r ’ " ^ ‘ 

• • , ■ i. 

V 4f 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

; ; -lAft 

Mr. Tracy 


Mias Qandy U 


' ‘ .ij, 


1 y 

r "ri" C.” ; -w j 

, " u J1 " 

* 
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*1 ft /> If! f r ?' ry ' ’ ' 

j. j&v ru- .W- 





■January 30 ; 1940; 


Eire, Fauiin© \",.V • 

1-a Souttoay v V \ 

Groonbolt, t^aryiand- ' \V 

. Dear ' 

. , Your lottor of January 26, 1940, 'te?s boon 

received and x rtfon to thonix you for your bind offer 
■of aosistanoo. : 

" I m, also glad to know that you enjoyed 
■ reading Hr* Courtney Ryley cooper*© bool:, and % on: 
sure that be tnuld appreciate rocoivins eo^cndatlcms ' 
dirootly froa you, Hr, Cooper my bo reached at 
433 Korth Xoljoyiou Drive, 

uith best tdi^ififi-.'QM'itind regards, ' 

•-V .. sincerely, yours, 1 , ■ V';''’ ;. ' 

. ■ ■■ ^b'pdgar Hoovei? . 
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A- ^Xr 71 X iys 



ALL WORM®" ®J™!®“-« 'fe»R''iej? 1 „ a „^ I “® 

“rss*®A< ■ 


, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 




HN:VH 

94 - 3 - 4 - 20 - 


January 20, 1940 


V- 


fa 


Mr. Tolson J 

nsr . Kattian • 

Blr. E. A. Tinxr . 

Mr. Close 
Mr. Ladd 


Air. Coffay 
wt . lean 


Mr. O lav In 
Mr Cr ow I 


A 


dr, Sunme2f\81os8oia 
• Editor. 

■O' Aoorieoa 8ttfi aBi.no •• •• 

250 PaST4«9^ K ^' V- * •" . 

. Um York City :- ‘ 

Dear Bioast ' . v .. 

I ca treneaitting herewith. Tor your information, 

Doa© copioo of additional letters received relative to the 
article in the Aaoricen Qagocine concernipeikt<^iGt^.C6agg lt . ■ : 
together ©ith copies of my repliec thereto,- Those letters - 
ere froa the following individual es \ i; 

/ • ' ’ . ■ " 

\y Hr# 0# T « Gravar, t Marshall, Texao, dated January' 11, 1940 j / 

iSr^olm S-fctoSmd, ■ South Jacksonville, Florida, dated Jaun» 

. wary 14, 19401^ 

Or # Mch aog d G.^eo;all, Fayetteville^- IJorth Carolina, dated \ 
January 11. 1940} 

Hr Albert J^Oovit*- taliorboro, South Carolina, dated Janu- l - 
■ ary 12, 1940} 

1 £!r* ^.tar^Hoadrickson, Gulfport, LUosigsippi, dated January , ‘ 

■ l:iJ,-i940; ‘ ' ■ ■ ■ \ ' 

Qr# Li V^^oorath, Lake wales, Florida, dated January 10,. I940j- 
. and" ", >71 • . • 

rir ^Vai3oa,_ Intiianapol i a , - Indiana , dated January 15, ' ~ 

With boot 


iSiOhSQ, CD 

■ ,v i«r\w Au u>\ Uu bm 


Enclosures ’ 


Cordially, 

3 o Edgar Hoover 0K& 

RECORDED 


Mr. Hortoo 

\ 

Mr Lcator 



COMMJJN?0^2 #, 9 STATION 

Mr. Hendon < 

■i 


M A ■ E 6 

Mr. Nichole 

M •_ . 

* .* ■ - • 

.Mi . Rosen 

"7 

I- •■'. . • . 

i i 


. JO 231S40 • i\ 

Mr. Soars j 

1. i 


P M.- 

F£D£!5AL P'lflE/iD OF INVESTIGATION 
0,S. OEFAii.tieHi OF .-dliOt 

Mr. QuInn^Tamm ' 

Mr. Trecy / 


Miss Qnndy 

2^LX , 


t- 



iERAL BUREAU OF INViSt!@Ati8l' 

5 JAN 34 1 
U;S.OEPART®LSL 
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COURTNEY RYLEY COOPER 

, ^ — - — — ' .. 50816 

Sebring, Florida 


January 8-40 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, « , 
Federal Bureau of lave sti gat i 
Washington, C. 






Dear Edgar: 


I understand that Judge W. J. Barker, Circuit 


Judge at Bartow, has be -n suggested by Senators Fepper aiyd ' 
Andrews to succeed the retiring Federal Judge AlexanderjAckerman. 
Naturally, I should judge that this would Mean the usual inquiry 
into Judge Barker's qualifications. by the FBI. . '> 

Because of this man's truly outstanding reputation, 

I feel it no more. than proper to put in my oar with a good word 

for him. Judge Barker formerly lived in Sebring, and I know of yf 

' ■ ■ ' • . • ./ 

no one in this entire area who has a finer reputation, bpth sp' - 

• ' f i 

/ ; 

an honest man and as a capable jurist, than he ..and I feel y 


no more than just to say so. 




JOHN EDGAR JHOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


CC- 161 


V 


ifie&eral tSureau of Jnuestfgatloti 
linftoh States fSepartmimt of Huatfre 
JUaaljmgton, 59. <£. 


LBN:MLJ 


Date 1-85-40 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 



Mr. To Ison 

Mr. Nathan _____ 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clefffi _____ 
Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Egan 


Mr. Gfavln 
Mr. Crow I _ 
Mr. Horbo 
Mr. Looter 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen __ 
Mr. Soars 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tracy _______ 

Miss Candy 


£ 




J 

l 

1 


'K. 

fO 




i 

l 


I talked to SAC Thornton in Chicago last evening 
regarding Albert marker . A preliminary check failed to reveal 
any informaiTi'bWanhim and no information could be obtained 
on a show entitled WOvej^dght" opening in Chicago anytime 
in the near future A * ~ = 

Thornton could not secure Barker's address^ He 
called back this morning and stated that Barker had been 
employed as a script writer for the National Broadcasting 
Company for five years and resides at 21 North Mason Avenue , 
Chicago 3 Illinois . He has a good credit rating. 

Thornton pointed out that further inquiry failed 
to reveal any information on the play entitled "Overnight . ” 

In view of this information 3 I do not think 
Barker’s wire requires any special reply . However , a wire 

Respectfully , 


11- 

, t 

j is attached 

(j 
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l; 

* . ' } 
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2>EXV!i 
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L. B. NICHOLS 

Signature 




I have your eoa^U&ic&tiea of 'jonusry 5tk s relative bo- tho : 
article in -tho Fetaicry Isbuo of the Asorieaa IV, igat:lao t referring to 
tourici empc* 

| X vs.g' ourprirc'i to road that you fool that tho tour lot court 

■}\ ' Industry trill bo etoagefi in my manner trhttiaoover fey tho article in ' 

; ' puontion. In £ac% I fcol" that tho lesttlsf.t© tourist ctuiys have sot 
. ... only not been &&&£<}&., felt tfen article In (jueption fcaa'bcon dtf oill feo. 
of benefit to ihea. .. 

/ f Jey.I point out that a reading of tho article will discloses' i; 

/• very doJfinlie oietcjieai to tho effect that there are rdpuiat&Q eofcjw 


C. A. Tamm 


(Ur, 

Mr. 

«r. 

Kr. Close 
Bit . Ladd 
Mr. 


, Colter __ 
OH . egan 



redo of iouriot ecepp run by hoasot* dor t ? alvic-siln-jod poroonn tho 
have cada haavy iwooinmte is bfeio nav -buainsso* fo theca, . tho Fcdc-rel 
Bureau of farectigetlen oxte-sda ito-' gratitude for their uhololiocrtod 
cooperation i-* tho capture of badly puniest fugitives. I do not coo 
I could hti vo boon goto explicit • in rdoogairing tho coreiructlvcly Mndcd 
■psreons xshe operate legitis&t® caqpo* Hey I clro .cell your attention, 
■“tar. a ebatereat in the cure article to th» effect that %cm IM’orooscnt* 


Torkinj in conjunction with th© owners of honoct ootabliehnonto* bio o 
-dsfinitc resyonoibiliiy to outlaw: tho renegade tourist canp* w Tho lattes 


-stotcaont ic the keynote of tho entire article* 


— t aa of tho -pop itlvo ..opinion that nothin In of greater benefit, 

-to the- loaiticatG, high-nin-leclj efficient ecabora of cny orgartiretiei*. than 
-4©- oltei'OfitQ ' those orjanicatiouo or vocaiioao the unworthy or criai- 


-sally inclined irulividuj^D ofed feriKg diccredit uyen decent* Ion abiding 
-slticena-vnot only dicereSitj but fisnneioX loos* Certainly I boliore 
-that ,t© _jcpll. .attention to eoktihlciiiY t&iOti ©re not only usr'ecto*!©,. but 



norvlco to tho no enaa^ad in 
ttetfl Oof 1 - 
well 



in general, la rendering; c ' . 
nduotry aval canatitutec o Silty 
orec-neat e£oe-rtXvo, to the country ct largo, 
ffid 1 k\ ieny cyoeiXie vocation 


3 and ardor 
logit Xante : 
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E&V C*A* GAoq' V ~2~ ■ 2/2/40 


-■ All orcaBiaatio^^lGiT (^oroaseat j iiw&otritil* c«2E3orcicl f ' 

.An their renSs? pocesonq who fcriag dicere&tt ‘u£0» ‘WptSQr 
calling© » X ccs thin! of no. greater benefit to fcftoao Interested 'fin tb© 
reel oneness of these call lags then to a© clearly ■ end cnairatoXy no . 
possible depict the conditions cMch ere obviously aadeelmblo end 
detrimental*. . 2&Ae I ha vs endeavored to do -in the Article in tho Aaerieoa 
Sagasisev ‘ . ' .• • •.; " • ■■'••/ ‘ . . ■ 

•'.••■' . •■: .' ,-. : . / ! • . •; .' ; '-= Vor^ truly your%; .. • '■'■ : ',. 

••'. .'■ ' •• Jo Edgar, Hoover . • .. ■■■ . ' •' 

'• . _. 5 if 1 ; •■■• ' Jeh»'-^nr 0o©v©r. /if 

; 1 Blreeter . ’ f • . v . 


CC-Courtney Ryley Cooper (under separate cover) 
Sumner Blossom " 
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Milt Qnndy 
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CA.MILLE HELD. VICE PRESIDENT 
' VENTURA. CALIF. 


DIRECTORS 


S. M. ARMSTRONG 

VICTORIA. BRITISH COLUMBIA 


A. H. MARCH 

MARYSVILLE, WASH. 


N. P. HABERMAN 
ELLENSBURG, WASH. 


E. L. TOLMAN 

WINCHESTER BAY. ORE. 


J. M. HAMBLY 

GRANTS PASS. ORE. 


J. P SUMMERS 
UKIAH, CALIF. 


H. H. SMITH 

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 


FRANK S. WHIDDEN 
SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


W. S. MCGINNIS 
TULARE. CALIF. 


JOE B. RYCRAFT 
LOS ANGELES. CALIF. 


FIELD SECRETARY ‘ 

A. A. SEIVERT 

PORTLAND. OREGON 



C. A. AMBROSE. PRESIDENT 
PORTLAND. OREGON 


C. A. GIES. SEC.-TREAS. 
2500 FAIRGROUND ROAD 
SALEM. OREGON 


Reliable Motor Court Association 

FORMERLY BEST COURTS. CAMPS AND LODGES 

REPRESENTING RELIABLE, MODERN MOTOR COURTS 
THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC COAST AND INTER- 
MOUNTAIN STATES - WESTERN CANADA 


Salem, Oregon 
Jan. 25, 1940. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein unclassified 



I have read the article "camps 
of Crime" - in the February^Amerlcan Magazine' and 
I am very much surprised that one in your high 
position would allow so much slander, of an entire 
industry, to go out under your signature. 

This article is a libel, not only 
on the large majority of the operators of the Motor 
Courts, Tourist 0amps and Rasort camps throughout the 
country, but a libel on the millions of guests of 
these establishments who patronize them eagh year. 

There: is some fact in your article if applied only 
to the road houses, who operate cabins as a side line, 
and to a small percentage of resort camps. These, 
however, are not "Tourist Camps" in any sense of the 
word. Decent tourists do not patronize them. 

RECORDED & IND EXED °t H ^3 ~^/ -9 A 

To "smear" an entire industry on ' 
aceount of the acts and practices of a few ib not 
only unfair but is malicious. Your statement ti^at, . 

the majority of the 35,000 tourist camps jthro'^gliout 
the. United States threatens the peace and -welfare - ■ 
of the communities upon which these camps have-fast- 
ened themselves!? is obnoxious. The insinuations tha 
the tourist camps cater to one class of trade durirjgj' 
the week and a different class of €&de on week-ends 
and tha^"they are a party to false registrations is 
ridiculous to the extreme. The majority, and I mean 
a very large majority, of the Courts and C a mps are 
operated by clean, decent and moral people and they 
cohdubt their places of business accordingly. Their 
trade is made up mostly of tourists, vacationists, 
commercial people and home seeke rs. They know that 
any undesirable trade will not mix with the decent 
trade and will 
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not tolerate: any "off color" guests 




# 2 

A The writer has beenWh^his business 

for more tnan 13 years. I am personaly ^qualnted with, 
or know by reputation, a very large percentage of the 
more than 6000 Motor Courts, Tourist Camps and Resort 
Camps in our three Pacific Coast states. A very large 
number of the operators of these establishments 
were formerly in other lines of respectable business. 

Many others are from the professions - doctors, lawyers; 
teachers and ministers. I personaly know five who are, or 
recentl^y have been, mayors of their towns and cities; 
three that are heads of their chambers of commerce; 
several that are leaders in their local service clubs 
and leaders in their churches. These: people do not 
cater to, or harbor criminals, or Immoral people. They 
do not rent cottages to drinking or gambling parties 
and neither do they cater to "hitch hikers". In fact 
the average Motor Court and Tourist camp is far more- 
restrictive in their selection of guests than is the 
average hotel. Our registration system is more complete. 
The majority of Courts and Camps register, not only the 
names and addresses of their guests, but alsotthernmake , 
type and state license numbers of their cars. 


It is not true that the majority of 
Tourist Camps will not eo-operate with the law enforce- 
ment authorities. I have^ found that they do co-operate 
and are: anxious to do so at all times. The fact that 
the majority are not reporting criminals and suspicious 
characters indicates that they have nothing to report. 
Persons wanted by the police usualy avoid places keep- 
ing a complete description of their cars. Through our 
various Associations we are: eontinualy working for 
better laws with which to protect the traveling public 
and to raise the standard of the establishments. All 
of our Coast states have stringent laws covering the 
construction and operation of the Courts and Camps, as 
do most of the Western states. Many of these states 
have full time inspectors who thoroughly inspect all 
places. Here in Oregon our State ’Association was one 
of the groups that worked for the establishment of the 
Oregon state police system, which now operates so 
efficiently. 


The figures quoted, in your article, 
from the American Automobile Association are very mis- 
leading. The AAA does not award an emblem Just for 
merit. These: are given only to those Courts and Camps 
who pay a sizeable fee for the use of the AAA emblem. 

The hundreds of Courts and Camps "unreservedly recommended 
in their national Directory shows only those who have 
paid this fee * There are many thousaands of other 
Courts and Camps, equaly as good and reliable, who are 
not listed in the directory of the American Automobile 
Association. Many thousands of these are listed in 
directories issued by the many independent motor clubs 
throughout the country and by scores. of the major oil 
companies and by the state and regional associations of 
Motor; Courts and Auto camps. ! 



No, Mi** Hoover, this article wae very unworthy 
of you and your high position. The wide distribution 
of the insinuations and mis •information contained in 
the article through a national publication is bound to do 
our industry a great deal of harm. This will have it’s 
effect on the millions of our potential guests who have 
never stopped in any of our establishments. There is a 
great deal of concern in our industry on this account and 
I trust that you will immedlatly make a complete retraction 
and apology in an early number of the American magazine 
for the statements as applied to our industry. The 
American should also be induced to wlthold permission to 
* reprint all, or portions, of this article by other 
publications or by the Hotel Associations. 


yours very truly. 
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JBM.-EAL 
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: : •• Sr. 0. ‘0® Qaooeat)©rsy . ' v '.-V • .. ■. ;■ \ ' . ' . ■ 

>aynooboro» Wtg&niQ ,-: ' . ;• •'. .v - 

Bear pr.», Qubsenborry*- .r ; ' : Y- •_, by ’ • *. . :. 

. or. <j. g. Lanier 4 - Special Agent in Ctar^o of •' ■ 

this 2areau»© ftSokmondi FibLd. ElvioioHo- boo edViocs2 cs 1 of ’ 
bio recent coaverc&tion citb yen, and I wonted to ©sproosj ' 

• v. ' , . cy a^yrociation for tbo coaiioidatory reEorlso xMob- yon. • f; - •• 

©ad© concerning the ttorlr of tbio I&r ceai. 

. in abco^oao^'CAth. ybnr request# l m. iisdicai- .• - V ' 

.. .. ... , . happy to Ltake the appropriate orrercea^ats ed .tlat you 1 

f;-; cdil receive publications of tbie Starcau so they are tccticd.-;-. . 
fro© tiffio to ties * / 

, .cv ; ' ' kith best niches oM klM regards, ’. V 

■\V v ■' Oincoi-oly.. yours* t 
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3teberal bureau of Snuestigatton 

ISmteb States department of iKuotlre 

601 Richmond Trust Building 
Richmond, Virginia 


^ | Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Tolcon. 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Clegg 

Mr. Ladd. 



J anuary 


' W \;mowrtlOHCqNjMHffi 
^nct^^imcuss^}®v & , 


Director \j|\\t 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Article Appearing in the 

^ AME RICAN MAGAZINE, February, 
fVritten by You "^^Collaboration With 
COURTNEY RYLE?M?00PER - 
of Crime" 


Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Glavtn . . 

Mr. Harbo .. 

| Mr. Lee ter 
,j Mr. Hendon.. 

}| Mr. Meiatire^ 

Mr. Sisson % 
Mr. Cvd-a Vuzx±, 
TcurTt^c^i . 



Dear Sir: 


;amps 


I am transmitting herewith Virginia Legislative 
HoxJse bill Noyo2 offered January 22, 1940 entitled "A Bill 
to. {Control ana Regulate the Keeping, Maintenance and Operation 
os." There is also enclosed an editorial appear- 
ing in th ol'ffi o r folk Virginia P i lot dated January 24, 1940 en- 
t it 1 ed^TCoo d fo ,r_. thus. . Good JTounist Camps . " 

Mr. C . St^^ IESBNBERRY , a member of the House of 
Representatives of the Gfecpral Assembly of the State of 
Virginia, from Augusta Coparty, requested the writer to make 
any suggestions concerning"! he bill, which he and two other 
members are proposing concerning the regulation of tourist 
camps. According to Mr. QUESENBERRY, this bill has so far 
been received favorably in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. QUESENBERRY stated that he had read excerpts 
fromyour article appearing in the American Magazine of 
February, 1940 entitled "Camps of Crime," and that he had 
recommended to all members of the House the obtaining of 
this magazine, in order that they might become conversant 
with the undesirable aspects of the tourist camp s 
throughout the entire United States. | Gfl 

RECORDED & INDEXED 1 U— 

Mr. QUESENBERRY stated that he had also 
them to the recent white slave raid which was conducted by 
this office on the Petersburg Pike, which is the nu|dber 
highway running south of Petersburg, Virginia. It is ( recalled- 
that this -office conducted a raid in connection with thiti 
Emma West White Slave Traffic Act case on January 6, 1940, 
which received favorable publicity in this section. 


: " A , ^ 
- </ o 

pP' „ . 9 ~ - 








Mr. QUESENBERRY stated that the news stands and 
hotels in Richmond had been "unable to supply the demand for 
the American Magazine of February, 1940 and that there had 
been a complete se^l-out of this issue, at least at leading 
news stands in the City of Richmond. Mr. QUESENBERRY stated 
that he believed this was due in part to the favorable state- 
ments which they had made concerning this article on the floor 
of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly. 

Mr. QUESENBERRY further related that during the month 
of December in Augusta County there had been four mysterious 
deaths in tourist camps. 

He further related that they did not wish to make 
this a moral issue, but did desire to place their regulation 
under some police authority in the State of Virginia. I ex- ;! 
plained to Mr. QUESENBERRY that we were precluded by a depart- 
mental regulation from making any statement concerning any 
pending legislation. Mr. QUESENBERRY appreciated our position 
in connection with this matter and was very commendatory con- 
cerning the accomplishments of the Bureau under your administra 
tion. 



Mr. QUESENBERRY stated that he would appreciate very 
greatly being placed on the Bureau's mailing list. His mailing 
address is Waynesboro, Virginia. 



Very truly yours, 

J\ E. LAWLER 
Igecial Agent in Charge 


JEL:CP 

Enc. 
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Good for the Good Tourist Camptf 

Nobody in Virginia wants to hurt the 
legitimate tourist camps. They sprang | 

, up in response to a- genuine demand 
from the motoring public for a special 
kind of transitory housing, and are a 
necessary adjunct of the, tourist activity. 

Not a single tourist camp doing a 
clean business will be hurt by the pro- 
posed law requiring court permits for 
this type of business, and requiring 
tourist camps’ to* maintain’ a permanent 
record of their guests — their names and 
addresses,' license number of their auto- * 
mobiles, and the number of their State I 
drivers', or chauffeurs' licenses. Only 
those tourist camps will be hurt by 
these regulations which are. bringing 
the whole business into disrepute by 
putting their facilities to the service of 
prostitution, , pandering, assignation, 
gambling and allied forms of crime - and 
anti-social behavior.' ’* . 

It is no criticism of the proposed new 
regulations jthat they are much stricter 
than those required of hotels and board- 
ing houses. They have to be stricter 
because they deal with a type of road- 
t side accommodation peculiarly suscep- 
tible to misuse, and too removed from 
organized police surveillance to fc>e:al* 

1 lowed the freedom. from inquisition en- i 
joyed by established- hotels. The new 
regulations; are needed for the good of ! 
the good tourist camps. The embar- 
rassment they may vijit upon -the bad - 
,ones need give nobody any concern. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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HOUSE BILL No. 62 


Offered January 22, 1940 

A BILL 

To control and regulate the keeping , maintenance and operation 

of tourist camps . 


Patrons — Messrs. Quesenbery, F. P. Miller and Pruner 


Referred to Committee on General Laws 


i. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia as 
2 follows: 

Section 1. No person shall, on or after July first, nine- 

2 teen hundred and forty, keep, maintain and operate in this 

3 State any tourist camp unless he shall first secure and hold 

4 a permit therefor issued by the judge of the circuit court 

5 of the county or the corporation court of the city, in which 

6 such tourist camp is, or is proposed to be, located. Judges 

7 of circuit courts of counties. and of corporation courts of cities 

8 are hereby authorized upon application to issue such per- 

9 mits to persons who are proper and suitable persons to keep, 



,o maintain and operate tourist camps in this State. Each per- 

1 1 mit issued pursuant to this act shall be subject to susp 

12 slo n or cancellation by the judge issuing the same upon con- 
,5 viction of the person, to whom such permit is issued, for 

•,4 violating any provision of this act. In a city having no 
, 5 corporation court, the authority herein conferred upon judges 
,6 shall be conferred upon and vested in the judge of 
, 7 circuit court of such city or, if none, the judge of the cir 
l8 cult court having junsdiction in such city. Permits herein 
• I9 required are in addition to applicable licenses and all other 

20 requirements of law. 

Section 2. Each person who shall keep, maintain and 

2 operate in this State any tourist camp, shall see that such 

3 tourist camp is at all times kept in a clean, safe and sani- 

4 tary condition, and upon failure or refusal to do so he shall 
, 5 be . guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 

6 shall be punished accordingly. 

Section 3 . (a) Each person who shall keep, maintain 

and operate in this State any tourist camp shall keep a per- 


3 manerit register on 


which -he shall enter, or cause, to be 


4 entered, the name and address of every person furnished 

5 accommodations and lodging, or either,, for compensation. 







3 


.-Vat or! in such tourist camp, and the license number and 
- y 'j s t a te of registration of the motor vehicle, if any, being used 
' 8 at such time by the person furnished such accommodations 
-9 and lodging, or either, and, in the event any motor vehicle 
io is being so used, the number of the operator’s or chauffeur’s 
Vi license of the driver or operator of such motor vehicle. If 

12 any person who keeps, maintains and operates, in this State 

13 any tourist camp shall fail or refuse. to keep the register 
, 4 herein provided for he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
15 upon conviction thereof . shall be punished accordingly; he 
x6 shall also be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 

.17 thereof shall be punished accordingly if he shah enter or 

18 allow to be entered on such register the license number and 

1 9 state of registration of any motor vehicle not being used by 

20 the person for whom registered, or if he shall fail or refuse 

21 to verify from the operator’s or chauffeur’s license the num- 

22 ber thereof entered on such register as to the driver or op- 

23 eratOr of, any motor vehicle. 

24 • (b) If any person applying for or furnished any ac- 

25 commodations and lodging, or either, at or in any tourist 

26 camp shall use any false or fictitious name, or enter, or 

27 cause to be entered, any false or fictitious name on any 


28 register herein provided for, he shall be guilty of a misde- 

29 meanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished ac- 

30 cordingly. -g; 

Section 4. (a) The register provided for in section 

2 three of this act shall at all times be open to inspection by 

3 law enforcement officers of this State and of the counties, 

4 cities and towns thereof. 

5 (b) Each tourist camp in this State shall at all reason- 

6 able hours be open to inspection by the officers and employees 

7 of the State Department of Health; each such tourist camp 

8 shall also , at all .reasonable hours be . open to inspection by 

* 

9 the health and sanitation officers and the officers and em- 

10 ployees of the department of health or health unit of the 

1 1 county, city or town in which such tourist camp is lo- 

12 cated. 

Section 5. As used in this act, the words “keep, maintain 

2 and operate” also mean “keep, maintain or operate”; the 

3 words “keeps, < maintains and operates” also mean “keeps, 

4 maintains or operates.”- 



HNsCSH 
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Mr. Chalmers D* Home 
Green Acres Motor Court. 
Jacksonville* Florida <u 


Dear Siri 


HERESi! lo^^Q-ASSlH^ 
DATEi^^-BYl^ 


I have your c onsiuuni cat! cn of Janutjry 26th, 
transmitting a copy of a release by the American Hotel 
Association, ®lth further reference to the article 
in tha February Issue of the Aseri can IScgaaiaa coacam- 
iaj tourist' camps. 


In reply to your inquiry, 2 desire to state 
that obviously 1 have no manner of control over any 
releases or over (my nee that may or may not bo made 
of the article in quostion. 


Very truly- your a. 







^OFFICERS 


MEMBER 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


MARK RIGGS, Pres. 
Cabana Colony 
Daytona Beach, ' Florida 

GE P. D. RICH, 1st Vice-Pres. 
Dixie Pines Tourist Court 
Bainbridge, Georgia 

K. HASTON, 2nd Vice-Pres. 
Glendale Tourist Court 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

EO MOODY, Sec'y-Treas. 
Moody's Tourist Cottages 
Gulfport, Mississippi 


mi 


A for 

lyp^'su R PA SS I N O . 
^ COMFORT V 

EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED MOTOR COURTS 

EASTERN DIVISION, INC. 

(FORMERLY T. C. O. A.) 

A COOPERATIVE GROUP OF INDEPENDENT COURT OWNERS 

AFFILIATED WITH INTERNATIONAL MOTOR COURT ASSOCIATION 

Jack sonv 1 lief Fla. 1 ;' 
January 26th; 1940. 


G. S. CHANDLER 
Tallahassee Auto Court 
Tallahassee, Florida 

G. P. GARDNER 
George -Anna Cottages 
Jackson, Tennessee 

L. M. HIRSH 
Comfort Motor Court 
Tampa, Florida 

CHALMERS D. HORNE 
Green Acres Motor Court 
Jacksonville, Florida 

ROBT. C. STUART 
Bluebonnet Courts 
Houston, Texas 


Mk fel A. Tamm. 


Mr. J.Edgar Hoover^ w 

Chief; Federal Bureau .,of Investigation 1 ; 
Washington; D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover:** 


UfflURtt 
i mWmM 


Mr. Coffey . 
Mr. Eg&A... 


| Mr. Glavi* . 
I Mr. Harbo - 


Mr. Lestfer ... 
| Mr. Heddon. 


! Mr. Mclntlre .. 


The attached copy may be 6f interest to you] 


Mr. Quinn Tamm — 
* Tour Room 


Mr. Tracy 
®88 Gandy.. 


Do you think that it is fair to ou£ industry for yoyjj? l88 G 
article to he used in this manner? And;' if you do not think 
that it is fair'; won't you try to stop this? « ■ — 

I will certainly appreciate your reply. 

Thanking you very much 5 ; I am. 


IXO — 


Y6 3 

r-7/ 


?/(> 7 -4^ 


Yours vei 


trulyf 




( Chalmers D . Home ) 


Recor d si p 
& 

INDEXED 


STS’-f. 


* i. ! ' iVvSi i' r ; 
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Prom Press Bureau 
AMERICAN HOTEL ASSOCIATION 
221 W. 57th St. i? New York/ 
Emerson D,, Omen, Publicity 
January 5 , 1940 


N.Y. 

Director 



XY TOU RIST CAMPS S CORED BY 
V HOOVER AS CRIME CENTERS 


Release No* 549 
To State Presidents 
State Secretaries 
Hotel Press 
Executive Council 
Allied Members. 



Umder the title of "Cvftfte of Crime” J. EDGAR HOOVER, CHIEF of the 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, In ©©operation with Courtney Ryley , 
Cooper, qoted author, in the. February issue of the American Magazine, 
just out>' makes a slashing attack on a certain type of tourist ©amp* 

Through the efforts of President Thomas D* Green,' of the 9 

American Hotel Association we are permitted to publish, for the informal* 
tion of our members^ certain extracts from the article which will 
serve to show how great a menace to public and private morals these 
"Gamps of Crime" have become, according to the considered opinion 
of Mr* HOOVER. . 

Mr. Courtney is also author of a book called "Designs in Scarlet" 
on the subject', published by Little^ Brown & Go. of Boston. 

The American Magazine article Is fully copyrighted^ \,but thanks 
to Mr. Green, arrangements were made with Richard Chaplin, of the 
Crowell®Gollier Publishing Company for permission to publish extracts 
in hotel papers and bulletins of state associations. 

Permission has also been secured by the American Hotel Ass'n 
to reprint in Full, later in the year, the entire article for the use 
of A.H.A* member hotels* 

The heading and sub«*headlng of the American Magazine article 
gives a vivid Idea of the character ©f this expo serr"C AMPS OF CRIME",?* 
Behind many alluring roadside signs are dens of vice and corruption^, 
says America* 8 HEAD G®Man®: — -He points out the menace to the public 
from hundreds of unsupervised tourist camps. 1940® style hideaways 
for public enemies." 

The article starts as followot-- 


rae t s from HOOVER article 


' " 

(The following quotation from strong friend of tourist court industry) 

" The tourist Court industry must have an organization which 
can and will represent ih in the concerted battle now being waged by its 
ma jor compe.te.ti on. For I have reason to believe that this is only the 
beginlng of the fight of propaganda-ra fight designed to put tourist 
courts out of business "# " 
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£%*» -Suwi ertSZo ®qo& ■ 

Sditpr' •'• '• :■ 

Tha^Aaerican 'madaihe:, ■ h \\ ••VMR1KMI 
250 Paris Avenue A1 L - mtUR ‘ ' 

pew York Gity v 

Soar Blocs s 

r thought you, Bight be inter’* 
coved in the onoZo®$d newspaper clipping 
which relate® to efforts in Virginia to ■■■ T ••' • 
s reprove, tourist catip c&ndit i one .in the . states : • •■;. ■ 

‘ - . Uith bind ' regards j, " ■. ,■• . -T-/ ; V 

4 2 inoere$y# ■■■ • A ■ , 

• V' \jfagw Watfk& f V ; : : 



01 i PP. i n § \ from, Ti mes -Herald. 1-23-40 

■■■ EnoiooutS- V j- Bjstar edition « 
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February 1, 19$Q 


Er. 0. ?• Hcmolo y. 

C* J.’G Cabin Canp and % 

lose v 

On C. 8 * Kouto 33 
•EeChsheyQvillo, Virginia 

teas? th> Honeleys ; 



Your lottos* dated January 26'i lf£0, together 
with tlio onclOGurco too bean received, dud X- noted 
tho coatsato.'vjith interest. . 


■ X indeed appreciate your offer of cooperation 
t&th this Bureau and ©ay I suggeGt that if - ever a 
sftttor caasq to your attention indicative of a violation 
over which the .Federal Bureau of Investigation has " . 
lur&Gdlciioa, you coaauaicato with fch*. J» E. lawletf, - 
Special Agent in Charge of thio Bureau *o Bichnoad -Field 
lavidion, located at 801 Hichsond Y^ajot Builfiins, 
lUotetond, Virginia, who, X ora sure, will ho glad; to 
receive any inforention you. possess* 

’/•_ • t os' enclosing horatriLth a nasi&arof this - 
Bureau’s publieationa, which 1 thought you sight litso - 
to read# . . : ", ; .‘ 

’ tJith. boat wiohoo end hind rsgqjfdG, 



Mr. Toleon ._J— ■ 

, MsS, Nathan . ; 

Mr. E. A. Tamm — - 

■ Mr. Clegg-- ~‘ r 

RSfcJi&dd— — - rfc 

Mr. Coffey. — a... ; J '‘a 

I Mr. Ssran.. , J 

| Mr. Glccxn — i — ... ; . j ; ] 
: Mr. Harbo — «... : J /jJl 

\ Sir. Lester ........ — - | . i 

\ QSr. Hendon.-- — ... | j 

l Mr. fift&ntfce ------ I' ' • 

* 'Safe. Ns ihols \ . 

l 32r. Sosen — 7 '< \ 
j 32 f. ^nSasiTaKsa.... n . ,y ><'" 

j Tcsr Boom -1 - — \ \\ • ’ 

l X‘ 

V’ v •. 

— ■/ 7 / 


OiatcoroXy yours, 
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feiiFfiienii '.X /• 

i . Select, Train. - < . 

I - fEOEfiAt BUREAU Of IHVESTIGAT 10 S, . 

T • U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. - . 
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aUZiCa>- & &k</ Zr ^&/Zsu^s 
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POST CARD 


THIS SPACI P«R AIDRISS ONLY 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



C. J.’s GABIN CAMP 


U. S. Route 33 

Room No ( ) Days 

Cabin No ( ) Days 

Rate (In Advance) 

No. of Persons 


Me Gaheysville, Va. 

Make of Car 


License No. 


Street Address 


City and State 


Time of Arrival AL[_ INFORM, ,AT|0j\J OONTAJff E 

Time of Departure ^ER£!N IS 

(Over 0ATI^522^.ivV/?S 


OTHERS IN PARTY 


Name .• ■ ■ 

Street 

City ' State 

Name 

Street 

City State 

Name , 

Street 

City State 

Name 

Street .... 

City 

Remarks : 


State 



mm 


'tmiMLJ '. . January 30 i 2040 

Mr* ■' Courtney By ley Po dpor 
■433-. Horth '.Zatiovico'. !l)ri ve ■; 

Ce bring,' Florida ' ■;*■ if. 




. : vX- 


X:: 


.Bear Byleyg - f ■ ■."■■■■/ ^..f .--'h../. 

. I thought you might be interested 
in reading the enclosed copy of a letter 
dated January 3gf 9 2940, received from ■ 


Ur.* C.» Edmund yJorth of the Tampa Auto A 
Ilaven s together with a, copy, of my reply. 
With bast wishes* 


Mr. toieon 


Mr. E. A. To mm 


, . Sincerely t 


Enclosures 


COM M UN i CATIONS. SECTION ]' ,^7^ V/ : . 
' v ; ; '- m. a i Led -7 - ' . 

k JAN 26 1940. 

• •*' **• . " P..M. /. ,r. • 

| FEDERAL BUREAU OF (NVESTIGATION- (■ ; / 

• • I V u . S.; DEPA6T#0tT OF J.USTlQt, - • S*>. •' ’ 7 ' V, ... 


r-xxy- 





W i 

ft < ‘ •(> 




P ... • ' * C-. * '• . r»i'er *** - 


i kz 


Mr. '.Quinn Tamm' 


mi®*, |t_ 






' ZBNiMLJf .■ .--^V VJ >; V 


. ,' ^ • ' Jp ' ’ ' 5 : V 

ifr. • Sunrier Blossom •■• 

HditidP ’. f. ...’ . 

American ifdg &pibe\ 
250 .Par It Avenue 
rats ; lorti City 


Dear 316 a os ... 







. I thought ydu night -ha ■ interested 
in -reading, the enclosed copy, -of a letter .... 

■<T. dated January si f . 1940 , received from ,. •'■'■■■ ... 
.Hr, Co ■ Sdv,und Vorth of the ,Tamp&:\$uto ' ■ y. 
Haven , . together with a copy of my reply * '■ * 


Z 7 ith best wishes/ . 

.-A ihcerely, / • 


. v ■ • j..- \'^ e - ^£&r Hoove? . 









January 20, 1940 


fir. Courtney Rylay Cooper .' 
433 North Lokevion Drive 
Gobring, Florida 


ttLMtM 


• v 


Wr. C. A. Tamflii 


Dear Ryleyi 

I'oa transmitting herewith, for your information, 
some additional copiaa of letters received rolttiivo to the 
article in ^htPtoorican Siagasine concerning tour lot cdups. 


together with copies of ay replies thereto, ©lose letters 
arc fron me jfolloving individuals! 


i*r. 0. T. Cgpvor, Qcraholl, To^ac, dated January 11, 1940} 
tir* John J^Murr&f’, South Jacksonville, Florida, dated. Jan- 
uary 14, 1940;/' ....;■ 

Or. Ri chnond J i rfil etell , Fayettavillo, North Caroline, dated 

■January 11, 1940? 

dr. Albert J/m.’ov it, waltorboro, South Carolina, dated jon** 
uary 12, V |I94G$ 

Or. tal t ar'tfeisadr icUoon , Gulfport, Oiaoioeippi, dated January 
10, 194 <p f *• 

Or* L, \^Co*<ira1^,/Lol:Q ualeo, Florida, dated January 10, 1940) 
end ISr. ifoblo B^|patoon, Indianapolis, Indiana, dated January . 
15, 1940.' ■ / ■ 

With best wishes, as always. 

Cordially, 

■ J. Edgar Hodver 


Enclooure© :■ 




h'V\ 


rwi * nviiuvii \ \\ 

•Sr, •*Jchoj» \ 1 

\ ; 'H. I 

. Rosen \ 1 , t * y. ,( 


Wr. qulnnVomm/ 

V / — 



COMMUNICATOR Src.-ION 

l(; A '-ED 

■«•'■ " r l23 TS40 x 


P M. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
' U. S. OEFARlMENl Of .-ioIWE 


PA V 


r E©ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
5 JAN 24/1940 
JU, s, department of justice 
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• rv,^* ' , 
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' '.'.^M00, : X , urpcrvj <Q. I !|1Q! ASSIFVED , / X . 

Flashes ; ,\v : HbHtuy^ .^ rA/ha 

date 


Yi^J* < °tf» . " / V* t^-s-S h, ■ 

U- W? 4 —^ # wt ? Wv*» 


•.. •, ;.-. •■■' T'zjZofi, $o' ' dti&KQWZo&gq 

©/ ^cra*»r$ £0* ' ' 2C&0* ovstf to c active ' <jo& ■ ufiaO •': 

• h$&e- nc>- '$c>jae0tm'- v&ziova? . i* -tt® puh~ . '• 

..2fes$faa &f..,Grj ictio?' Zof\ffihmF&' ■ ■■'■ . 

. &9$ 23CQ# in- tpoZ.CGv>rtQ$.. 

••" . £tnOQr02$: £?$£*•#* •' ^ •• .- : •• 

• *. / ' • •• •»•. ®3sar ifoovoi*. . 
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ALL NEW tl^CK CABINS, EACH WITH TILED PRIVATE BATH .^JDI VIDUAL RADIO, 
GAS RADI ANT FI RE HEATERS, BEAUTYREST MATTRESSES, ACE SPRINGS, ELECTRIC FAN, 
FREE ICE, PLENTY OF HOT WATER AND FOUR WAY VENTILATION. 

WARM IN WINTER, COOL IN SUMMER. 


Member 


Motor Court 




? 1 ^ ^=. : • & •’ , • ■ .v>. 

j ' ; ■'■ : ?: ' ' .« 


C. EDMUND WORTH 





iSfSSlr 


ON U. S. 41 THREE MILES NORTH OF 

TAMPA, FLORIDA 


January 20, 1940 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

^Ln^ir^t^lWMfflONCO^WNED 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 






•’(/ 


I sincerely thank you for your very courteous 
le tter of January 1 7 replying to ray letter "of January 10. 
I sincerely appreciate your personal attention to ray let- 
ter, knowing how busy you are and the great volume of 
correspondence which comes to your desk. 

I appreciate your assurance of the objectives 
sought to be attained. In order that the public may 
know the emphasis you place upon the distinction between 
good tourist courts and bad tourist camps *1 wonder if I 
could have vour permission to give to your letter such 
publ icity as I can attain. I have in mind particular ly 
offering the same to the Tourist Court Journal , which 
Ts published by and for the benefit of the legitimate 
motor court, for publication therein, if they desire. 

Of course, :this liberty will not be taken .without your 
consent. I would appreciate, however, a prompt reply 
in order that it may appear in the next issue. 


P5r. Nathan ... 
Mr. E. A. Tam 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Ccffcy ... 

£'*>. Etnn 

Mr. Ginvin ... 
Mr. HctSjo — 
y. r. Lester ... 
lVTr. Horton ?! 
l.’r. Me? j? tire 
Vr. 

• ".Sr:, Qivnn Ts 
[’ Tour Boom .. 
Air. Tracy .. r . 
Vi'if Cnndy. 





K-ECOBDj Ed 

JFB : FLP 


Pebinyary 9, 1940 


94-3*4-20-589 


Special Agent in Charge j Mcnoy fi 
Atlanta, Georgia ^ INruKlVir 

■ '^..-.■5 :■;■.■•■ HEREIN IS UK 

Osar Sir# • 


toML 


Mr. If, A. Tamm 


Refeyenc® is .Wade to your letter .dated January 27, 1940: 
concerning the Bureau’ s letter of January 16th forwarded to. W* ■ 

, Courtlcnd Gilbert, Secretary, Fulton County Planning .Commission ., 
and Board of Zoning Appels, Atlanta j Georgia, relative to the- j 

ordinance for the regulation of tourist camps in. Fulton County, I 

therein . the cooperation, of the Bureau ms offered Hr, Gilbert, ,/ j 

Pursuant to your request that the files of the Identifi- 
’ cation , Division ho checked for a possible record of Lawrence Kelly 
or Laurence Kollay, you . are advised that a thorough sei-rch- of the 
files failed to reveal a good possible identification according to 
tho aesgre inforisatlon Airnishod by your office, 

• It is noted in your letter of referoncs; that Hr* Gilbert 
advised Kelly had been in difficulty with th© Birmingham Police 
Ba^ertaent .on several occasions* Accordingly, you will pleas© •. 
obtain all. possible identifying data from Hr. Gilbert with regard 
to Lawrence Kelly and forward tho some to the Bircdnglxraa Field 
Division in order that the Birmingham Police Department cay be 
contacted for a criminal registry number of FBI number, ; ,~, o 

7ho Birmingham Field. Division is instructed to forpa^d : ‘ . 
an y identifying data to tho Identification Division if.- hny -are-, 
recalled, from; tho Police Department of Blraingha®* '••‘•V .■ \ 

'fcrv--:-; 1 ''- y EVoiyr.- truly yfcure. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director - ■ 


wtwiWVHUWS;" SfcCj'lDiy-- 

■ . . i led ; ' - ' j 

FEB ; 1 0. 1940- -&l 


Mr. Mclntlr® . 


Ur. Quinn Tamm 
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iflciiieral bureau rtf Inu^atigatlon 

1 ' y" 

United States department of Kuattro 

i 

Atlanta, Georgia 
January 27, 1940 4 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

SSiSS. 






Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


< 
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Reference is made to Bureau letter dated 
January 16, 1940, addressed to Mr. COURTIAMm>ILBERT, 
Secretary, Fulton County Planning SfcmmissionJand Board 
of Zoning Appeals, Atlanta, Georgia, relative to the 
ordinance for the regulation ofWou rist cam p s in Fulton 
Count y, offering Mr. GILBERT the cooperation “of this 
Bureau. 
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, r '^- 
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\ Please be advised that on January 26, 1940, 

/Mr. GILBERT communicated with me by telephone to advise 
/ that in line with the ordinance the Fulton County Board 
was requesting the fingerprints of all tourist camp 
operators and had immed lately ?run into a snag relative to 
the case of one IAWREKCE^KELLY^r IAOTffiNCElKELLEY ^r . 

GILBERT stated that'KELLY had operated notorious tourist 
camps in Alabama, Florida and Georgia; that he was origi- 
nally from Homeland, Alabama, and had been in difficulty 
with the Birmingham Police Department on several occasions. 

Mr. GILBERT stated that KELLY bad refused to submit his 
fingerprints and was threatening to cause them considerable 
trouble by way of an injunction; that he, Mr. GILBERT, was 
positive that KELLY had a criminal record, and requested 
the assistance of this Bureau in determining this. 

In view of the above, it is suggested that the 
Bureau search the indices in an attempt to locate any criminal 
record for KELLY, possibly received from the Birmingham Police 
Department.' Mr. GIIBERT furnished the following meager 
description of KELLY: 
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Atlanta, 62-393. 


43 

5* 8" 

Stocky 
Brown 

Brown, thin 
Possibly on file, 
Birmingham PD 

It is suggested that in the event a 
criminal record is located, it be furnished this office, 
and Mr. GILBERT will in turn be notified. 


Age 

Height 

Build 

Eyes 

Hair 

Criminal record 


Very truly yours, 

R. G. DANNER 

Special Agent in Charge 
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■ February 7# 1940. 


WcoB® 0 ® Sp-* A*: C* iiancoa 

• • . ■ . , f yaveloro’ Hotap Court . 

• Gcasta Surbera, California 
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Bear •&!?.’ Uamoni 


I fesv© your c<3c:iuiilcatioa of &&tuary ,30th and " : 

•'m vojrjr clcd indeed to Juiyo you tjrit© co. I roulic© fully 
that article:-; o.ueh *>o ths one to iMeb you refer rag bo 
repriB tod for rcrioutf *mrpoooo* I could ypcjrot It very : • ;,, 

each indeed if ouy sJcriuQO war© dose to' oay progorly conduct©#* ’ 
?ii( k ,b.-claao buoiaso© trough pay -orticlo of cine* ■ ■ 

£©» esay root PGGimjd '.that ' ehcuitj gs & -farther . ■- 
ortioloo bo written' by r©* 1 ©bull give very cericma eon-* •>*; 
eidcreiion to ysur os^osiloa* . ' ■ . ' j ' o 


Sincerely yours* 
«j. Edgar Hooves? 

John Edger SO over 
‘ Director 
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Mr. Mathan 







Mr . K. A. Taman 
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Mr. Scan 

’ 



V 



Mr. 0 lav In 







Mr, Crawl 

' • . ’ : 


.■'■’■ , ■/’ U- -• -•••• *: • 
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UGTHTFOOT. PRESIDENT GEORGE AND^Bn. FIRST V-PRES. C. L, J. SM ITH, SECON D V-PRES. ^H hANSON, TREASURER M. M. PLOV^M^N^SECRE,Ift^ ^ 

LIGHTHOUSE LODGE ANDErSn MOTEL PENSACOLA MOTOR LODGES ^SvELERS MOTOR COURT G R AN DE^BjURIST LO DG E £ 

LONGVIEW. TEXAS MERCED. CALIFORNIA PENSACOLA. FLORIDA SANTA BARBARA. CALIFORNIA ^SlLAS^E* A ll°On . . . . 

S' | Mr. Nathan "T... 

* \ | Mr. E. A. Tamm.. 

International Motor Court Association I Mr. CIej?g 

Official ^(Zradc Ofssociation of cJourht £odye and Jliolor Goar l industry in Canada , ^Mexico and Ignited S'^aL^ Coffey .. 

Official Trade Magazine TOURIST COURT Journal, Temple, Texas 1/ | Mr. 

:| Mr. Glavin 

(I *^ r * -Uorho ......... 

Written from / *,{; 7 - 1 — 

Santa Barbara, Calif , # Vii ^ E:n0t,n *- 

* )jfc. iA^y»- 0 * 

Jany . , 30 th-, J £40 if f ' 

ALL INFORMATION CONT AmtD. ^ ;; . 

Hr. John Edgar Hoover, Director, iirpClM IS iKClASSlHED j. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, ntJu-W l Aj QVOj fdSb&£w£M «•* V * * 

Washington!, D . C . DATE . JlBa . y ....... 

Dear Mr . Hoover:- Yours of 22 nd. ~ i 
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Your personal intentions in producing the American Magazine 
article cannot he questioned*/however, the general flow of thought that 
Tourist Camps and Courts areirCamps of Crime" is being taken advantage 
of and reprints are almost sure^ to appear under the direction of interests 
quite unfavorable to the Motor Court industry. In fact, those v/ho are 
regularly employed to develop stories and articles in Magazines and Feature 
Newspapers are now being highly complimented upon their success in bringing 
out so much publicity of this character. 

Hotel magazine paragraphs are calling attention to permission 
already obtained for reprinting the article in question, or parts of it. 

One can outline in advance the exact portions wanted for reprint, and thus 
we will suffer inestimable damage throughout the high type of Motor Courts, 
and I wish to repeat that I do not believe you had that in mind. 

Your position and accomplishments vouch for the fact that you 
would not purposely injure a large group of business men with, vast financial 
investments in their efforts to maintain a moral and law abiding atmosphere 
for their families and motoring guests, and I feel sure that you appreciate 
our position just at this time. Would it be asking too of you to undertake 
personal direction of the reprint privileges and propoganda campaign now 
under way with respect to your article, and would you care to state in the 
American Magazine that whil e the situation .vou have depicted is trae r never- 
the-less there is a lar ge per centage of Motor Courts and Camps which give 
"law inforcanent officers the^^^ecooneration as you find among operators of 
other types of hostelries, and that in most localities there are to be found 
Motor Court owners who occupy the same position in society, church and 
business circles as are occupoed by other good citizens of the community? If . 
you believe that to be the case. RECQBDSD gj £ND gglgg| ^ A 3 ~ -ol 

Motor Courts and Camps are like Hotels, Apartment houses and 
Booming houses; there are good, bad and indifferent ones, and we believe ourw r\ 
average will compare favorably with any of the others. Immorality and' crim^^y \ 
seems to be rampant now as in the past and we deplore it in our industry 
and pledge our best efforts to assist those in authority in its c, 0!trfal.^. 
n JO Yours very respectfully 

y sJlLM-LgC^ 
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• FOR COMFORT,' CONVENIENCE, CLEANLINESS and ECONOMY, REST 


MOTOR COURT 




Places off Interest 

THE OLD MISSION— COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
DE LA GUERRA HOUSE— HISTORIC ADOBES 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 


SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
! 3230 HOLLISTER AVENUE 

\ North Entrance to the City 

(Old Highway 101) 
j Phone 28619 

! MR. and MRS. A. C. HANSON 


BLAKSLEY BOTANIC GARDENS 
MUNICIPAL BEACHES AND YACHT HARBOR 
SANTA CRUZ ISLAND 

GARDEN TOURS FROM MARCH TO OCTOBER 
MANY SCENIC DRIVES 

SANTA BARBARA: ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
MOST BEAUTIFUL CITIES. FAMOUS, COLORFUL, 
ATMOSPHERE OF OLD SPAIN. 

ON T HE MISSION TR AILS 

SIGHTSEEING MAPS AND INFORMATION AT 
THE OFFICE OF TRAVELERS’ MOTOR COURT 


100 Miles North of Los Angeles 
343 Miles South of San Francisco 


ALL ROOMS MODERN 
Tiled Showers, Steam Heat, Free Garage 
RECOGNIZED 

l WEMPEB ft Hospitality, | 

Comfort, 

Bjp ^T - Refinement, 

> Economy. 

J WESTERN DIVISION™ 

Affiliated with International Association 


ON THE MISSION TRAILS 


K 




DIRECTIONAL MAP FOR REACHING TRAVELERS’ MOTOR COURT AND 5 OTHER COURTS 



SANTA BARBARA: "On California's Road ol Romance, The Mission Trails” 










after five days return to 


International Motor Court Association 

5250 Hollister Ave., 

Santa Barbara, Calif , 


ZD 



HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 



Hr . John- Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau. of- Investigation 
Washington/ D . C . 

/ • 
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January £2, 1940 


' 50813 


Hr o Courtney Pyley^Cocper 
433 Horth Lahevtov Drive 
Sabring, Florida 
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. y fc? ?. To lose _______ 

f Elr. Rathan _____ 

Mr. S. A. T«raro _ 
Dr. Clestt ____ 

car. Ladd 

i *“ 

j ‘ QSr. Coffey 

E5 t. K 0K» . 

Hr. Q levin ,- 

^ Mr. Crawl - 

j Mr. Harbo 

/ (Or. Loctor _____ 

I Mr. Hendon ___ 

\ E 3 r. Mlcftots 

J Hr. nosca _____ 

| Hr. Gears _____ 

’ Hr. Quinn Torans 

I Mr. Tracy ___ 

■ \ C0I&3 Gandy _____ 


Dear Dyleys 

I an enclosing copies of letters 
addressed to thM Editor of ^Anorican Ha gaoUi e 
and Hr, C, llJ^Clarh^ President of the United 
Hot or Courts, pfaich were forwarded to me 
by Hr, A, cJplanoon, of Santa Barbara, 

\ 

'California, and which I thought you might 
be interested in reading « 

Sincerely, 


l^y f 
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rto J. i~TYashi ngton *• D. C. 

Tourist Court Journal, Temple , Tex 
:Y Hotel , ’Management, Hew York City . 

. , 4 ?. N.' Clark, Pasadena, Calif * . "[ 



Santa Barbara, Cal ifornia 
January 6, 1940 ’ ■ 


. : .^d i tor '-of American Bag as trie 
250 [Park. Avenue :■ .-Y ; • 

. New York City ■ ■, •. 



rs .. .• ; ■' ;; 

.The story by Hr, Jf Edgar Hoover in your February number > 

; . entitled ’’Camps , of Crime” just read by the undersigned. The : 
picture is bad and evidently was set up by a professional, writer, 
and it. will injure thousands of reputable Kotor Courts while, 
extoling the virtues of the average Hotel operator , Crime, wherever 
'• found' should be, t exposed and severely delt with impartially. 



■ <• In reality the Hoover article shows :up anew a situation 

which all good men in our business have practically siicceeded-in . 
getting pway from by formulating efficient Associations bn 
. .. Statewide and National basis, through which strict inspections f - • 
are made and high standards are adhered to.' During ’.the past 
five years- such efforts have borne fruit and we now have the. 
creoia of the industry banded together for the betterment of 
accommodations for dignified guests. JMost prominent among such , 

: associations is United Motor Courts Association with its Pastern 
. . Division east* of the Mississippi Diver, the Central Division 

between the fiver and the Kooky Mountains, and the Nestern Division, 
comprising the Mountain and Pacific coast states; also the 
Northeastern Cabin Owner’s Association in Neb England. The 
7 ••••;’ -fS officers of AAA in Washington, . D. C.- Will doubtless vouch for / 

^ : f ^the ’ establishments- so represented, ; /.• ’ .Y 

•Y • ; . . Ue appreciate the kindly mention' of AAA, as it’’ is doing 

a splendid job for the traveling public. .'But' even so, the • 
article states that about 75 e j>. of AAA selections are questionable , 
which we believe is far short of .the truth. You would render a 
V • ; fibs service to hundreds of thousands of tourists, and c incidentally 
your own readers , if you should send out a field man to investigate 
the places recommended by AAA and United Motor Courts, together •*..* 
/ 'with the New England Association . " (Western UMC folder herewith) 

7 7 Y-Y V. No good- citizen will condemn the lawful purposes of Mr.: 

. \ V " . Noover. r s ...s t'ory but . is lacks fairness to those of us Who work 

■day and night to raise the moral tone of the average Motor Court 
which has come into existence by reason of a demand for our type 



: ALL INFOr ISTIGfLCONTtm 
HEREifLIS j;;c ! ASSIFIED^ H 


fr; 3- 
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of'aeCp^bdatiChs' for, decent . people, who: take to: the poadi in 
) i ncr easing number -%eari 'dftep , :.#«©£* and be are occupying a ; 

which.' the M gtels are * \- • 

•'r-WM-bic-to'-ftttt .and; likewise, toe are unable to take the place 
0 / tfee better class of Hotels , 2%ia ne© industry has come, to 
■" stay and toe feel the need for wholes one support of the press and 
/ law enforcement departments in our endeavor to keep in on a par . ‘ / 

. with other types of hostelries, especially with respect to .morals /., 
and crime, 'He too, condemn lawlessness wherever found, but we 
do not donderm the general run of Hotels , Apartments or Motor . 

/ Courts fust because Crime is sometimes uncovered in the • • . 

' undesirable ones, . ■ fy\. / . ' / ,J/ : '^: / i ;: , . , 

, Attached find copy of letter Just written to the President 
of Western CMC which speaks for our activities along these lines, 
and we sincerely hope that you Send your awn man on an invest t gat- / 
ing tour of the places, listed by AAA,. CMC S the Hew England 
v group. Reputable operators deserve something more than the . ■ 

article in gucottpn, : ■/■/'/ f' . •! • . ' - : ' 

lours respectfully,- 


A, Ci. Hanson 




■.■■'/:■:/■ '■/./ .’•• Santa Barbara,^Californta.: .. 

'• *• January: 5, 1940 .. ../. 


.Ifrf C* Clark, 'Pres ident 
United Motor Courts, Western Dlv • 
$ Clark *s Sot el , 

3C29 £. Colorado Aye. . 

• ' .Pasadena, Calif,, • \ *' 

Dear Claudes . - V v 


I* •0 , !-Uvi,« | .| 
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.Doubtless you are aware of .the article appearing in the 
February number of the American ^agasine, by J, Edgar Hoover,. 

/'///.'. entitled "Camps of Crime", Such an article by such a- man is 
- ' bound to hurt the business in general, however, U/MiQy can 

sidestep the worst of the damage by a continuance of the. purge 
. , ■ you have consistently conducted against those in the &ndustpryy / . . ... 

■ high and low, who are fnown to invite the wrong kind of patronage, ■ / J 
•• ; .i. : Tpurs elf : '<and ■ follow Officers and Directors are to he commended >;! \ ' <\i 

/■"• '.'. for your endeavors along that line y and we are all behind you, ■ ■ \ Z/'.'/Z'' 1 '. 

; v ; A; few bath rooms without tile, or floors short of Wilton 

grade of carpets will not be a drop in the bucket compared with ' ' ■■■' 

' the damage that can be done to our Association if we get the :-/;■ / ■ / ' 
/: ./ reputation of having questionable places in our folder, ■ '■■/■?/....■ 

• This-; is a good time to double check all new applicants 

// for whember ship and see to it that none are accepted who may 
;.■/.'./■• be Seeking cover of respectability by reason of ’their affiliation ... • 

/. with us, there is. a possibility of our actually profiting by 

the Hoover story, as it " will make prospective .guests more -■''/■/ 

. , cautious when looking for a night's lodging, put reputable 

;• , //operators as a whole will suffer a great loss and our general 

prestige will be weakened , all without foundation or reason, '/;-■". -m". 

/You know the old saying that' rotten apples do great harm and 
rotten news travels swiftly regardless of the truthfulness of ; 

. same 4 . f V- /'• •••••.’ • .• //■■. . •*' ■:;/■/:■/..’ <■;../ 

- /;/■■■ '■ : All this is further evidence that we should enlist, every 

/■ './. : : . possible hew member whose reputation is beyond question, and I '/"■ ",■/. 
C -/ : .,hdye.' always claimed if one can find- a. thousand associates of . 

. . the right kind he had better get them all lined 'with him, and /.• \ 

■‘"/''■■ll'if he finds one bad one among his old associates he had better :/). 

'rid himself of that one. And when it cones to .morals and,/ - >. "'/■-. 

Crime there can be. ho sent imen4 leaning ■ toward laxity in ... v - - ^ 

'V // ///official duty, J/e know your policy is to make sure that- you / • . '■'<<-/:■ 

■ or® r ight and then go ahead. Count on vie, • s . . •; . ;.V» ■ \ 



Tour 3 as ever, /■; '■■■/■''// : -\Z. / : 

; V Signedt A* • C. Hanson , . 
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k . January 22 , 1940' 

• . . • . ' . , . ■ 

5!?, Su3iar^iossoa 

Editor •' v. V-. ' ■ 

Afasrican Megaslas • v 
250 Par i: Avenue . V . ; • 

Hot? York City 
1 • • . ' •- • • ■ • 





Dear Blocs s • • 

, la?. tranai.dttiiig herewith a copy of a 
• cogpinicatlon dated January 16th» froe S$r. Horry 
Chamber of Cprjaoreo, Clarksdalb,- 
oippi. TUis lottor is •ehothea' in reference to the 
article appearing in the Febmpry issue of the 
O too rleca.. ttosas ine concornin$^ur i . A copy 

of my reply to fclr. Clark is also oaelosed* 




Cith best wishes, 



ft : ■■■ Cordially* 



Mr. t. A. Tamm 


ttr. Cleg* 
Mr. Ladd __ 
Mr. Coffey ] 

M». Scan 

Mr. O lav In _ 
Mi Crawl _ 
Mr. Hartoo _ 
Mr. Lestar __ 
Mr. Hondon 
Mr. Nichols 


Mi . Rosen 
Mr. Soars 
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February 3, 1940 



. Hr. Buancrj/ Blossom ' * 
Editor 

0) Arrxr jcsrL Hn gQ.r,lno' 
250 Par> Avenue 
Row YorlcCity 

Doar tir. Bloefiodi 



V •' I cs trtmsriittifts liorawithj for your information,- 

■ . eoso copies of additional loiters received relative to the 

4ryK- article in the fjo&tXesn -Kagasino concerning tourist canpc, 

. together with copies of ay replies thersto. , . Theso leitci’s 
are froa the following individuals; ' 

fir* Gholmra D, Home, Jacksonville, Florida, dated January 

26 , I94O5 . ' 

Hr* C. A. Gies, Sales, Oregon, dated January 25, I940j ana 
Honorable Jaaee E. Hurray, United States Senator,- dated 
January 29, 1940, transmitting communication from 
fir* Bill E, Holbein, Koliopell, Montana, dated January 
19 j 1940. • 
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yirytfv.F. Pattersop,. 

Pat' o Cottage Court ■ . 

Bennett evilie, South Caroline 




I have your communication of February 2nd arid 
desire to express my pleasure at your commendation' of the . 
article ”Caaps of Crime*" appearing in the February , issue • 
of the. American Magazine. 


I sincerely trust that the ethical* high-minded 
members of the toiirist casip profession pill be directly . : 
benefited by the article in question* It is ay opinion , 
that it till serve to bring about the elimination \of the - 
• unworthy members of the vocation, place it upon a sound 
footing, and create a wholesome atmosphere of respectability 
and law observance which will ' render these courts oven more 
acceptable to the traveling public than they are today. 


nr. To lo oo ' 

Mr. WnthkKi y'. 
Mr. E. A. Tanwn 
Mr. Clogs' 


. yy - You may rest assured that if it is possible - - 
or practical to direct further attention to the better type 
. courts, as you auggeet,’ I . chall take great pleasure in ao 
doing. I regret, however, that the matter of reprints ie 
not one in which I have any voice. 

• ; ■ . With best wishes, X am V o ‘ ■ ’ 





U.. > • ' 1 

J. F PATTERSON. MQr. 
RECOMMENDED 
MOTOR COURT 


THE SHORT HIGHWj 


CONSULT 1 


♦ •, 

) NEXT - TO - HOME 

"i^PAT s Cottage Court 

none better 

LOCATED 5 MILES SOUTH, HIGHWAY 15-A 


STEAM HEATED 


UNITED 


] 







Bennettsville, S. C. 

February 2* 1940 


FOR SURPASSING CO' 
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Hon.. Edgar A. Hoove 
Washington, D, C*. 

Dear Mr* Hoove r/- 
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Your art ic le" ffiC amp of Crime 11 , which appeared in the 
February issue of the g’ American Magazine, has been a 
great inspiration to me and may I offer my thanks and con- 
gratulations to you for your efforts to expose and eleminate 
this type of accommodation that is offered to the traveling^ 
public* \q 


believe every statement in this article to be true. 
Camps of this type are numerous and should be stamped out 
of existence. I am not one of the many who thinks his 
business has been damaged by this exposition. 


H 



1 


am endeavoring to get a bill introduced into legislature^ 
which is now in session, that would eleminate camps con- 
ducted on such a degrading scale. If you would only allows 
this article to be reprinted, it would enable me to place § 
copy on the desk of each representative in my legislatures 
and would be an enlightening contribution on your part « 
toward stamping out the "Camp of Crime".. 

Mr. Hoover,, as you have stated, there are numerous, honest, 
well-conducted „ wholesome tourist courts, affiliated with 
other courts that serve a high class tourist clientele who 
are well pleased with our accommodations* Today my repeat 
business is over 30g.. I could furnish you with names of 
physicians in Washington,, D. C./, also men in your Department 
of Justice who have stopped wi/h me each year and have gone 
o far as to write or wij^ f °/ reservation* 

w -UNL>££p; D 


J 

ID * Bfc, I \ J ± S ^ ^ 

I am very familia r with theyPayne a nd Turner_.case. to which 
you refer. If I can be of assistance to your men at any 
time it will be a great pleasure for me to do so* 


wish it were possible that you could give the better 
Courts a little more publicity which might off-set any 
hesitatancy in the minds of persons who. might have read 
your article and have never spent the night in a Tour is 




2'“— Hoover 


Court. 

Again, I thank you for your article which I believe over 
a period of time will be an advertisement for the Courts,, 
instead of a detriment. 

I would appreciate a reply from you with rSference to the 
reprint of the article. 


Yours ver 



4^F.RPatterson 
pwner* and Manager 


JFPJW 
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Febru:; ry 3#. 1940 


Sr. Courtney Ryloy Coopar 
433 Horth ' Lakoviow Drive 
Sobring,. Florida 

Dear Byloyg . . 


m-'-J 




l ao irano&i thing horspith, for your information, 
qorr.o copies of additional letters reeoivcd relative to the 
article ‘in tix^i&orican Magazine concerning tourist coupe j 
together .uith copies of ay replies thereto* fhese letters • 
are fron the follovring ihdividiwlQ* '• 

Hr. Cholaors D. Horne, Jacksonville, Florida, dated January 

■■ 26 , 1940 | . 

Mr. C, A* ' Gies, Salsa, Oregon, dated January 25, 1940f and 
Honorable Jassos E. Murray, United States Senator, dated 
January 29, 1940, transnitting cemiunicatlon fron 
Hr. Kill E. Ilolboin, K&lispell, Montana, dated January 
19, 1940. . • 

• Kith best wishes. 

Cordially, 

3 a. EdgaT Hoover 


(Sr. E. A. Tamm 


Enclosures 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm • 
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Januaryll# 1940 


M'ESt 




0p* Su^datf^lossaa ; .* ' 

Bditbr 1 1 . ,• m rvJM - " 

<5 4mor icca .HagciE ino •\-nr\v , \ \h uV^r 1 %>\jAiU£]&0&ru 

m~?nrtz Avenue" Y , . ' ‘V /, 

How York City ' 

, Door Hr* Blocsoas .■ 

■ ■ I am transmitting herewith,, for your Information, 
sous. copies of additional letters received relative to the 
article in the ■ American Clegs 2 ins concerning tourist caape, 
together with copies of ay replies' thereto, I’heso letters • 

. are fro;-) the follov;i»g in&ividu&Los : 

Hr* A. II. Castor, rCanchoctor, Hew HaapobirG, dated January' 

- 26 , 1940 ? ■ ■ . 

Hr* Burt L. Udell, Ttythovlllo, Virginia, doted January 24, 

1940? 

Hies Betty Hulett, Hicholaavillo, Kentucky; dated January 
13, 1940? 

Hr. John C. Watte, Hicholnsville, Kentucky, dated January 
• 19, 1940 j ... 

and • . 

Mr* T, R, Guyn, llicholaovilla, Kentucky, dated Ja nuary IQ., 

: - l9A0 ’ ' ..tatxfm 

With host Wishes, --ncmRmt ■ r'RR"-7r "R~Tr r:™: ff - ^ 


' Cordially, 

So Edgar Hoover 


V ,F£ 8 . 5 jm^ , 

- w J t^*. 

-• *•* '*a /liiTLjji.,* ») ’'jf i 


Enclocureo 



Mr. Quinn Tscnn 
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E c&eral (Surratt of Snurstigatfo^^ 

trii §tatrs jBrpartmrnt of ifuaftcr 

Chicago, Illinois 
February 1,1940 


n ,r D ^W0RC0^ t0 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear. Sir 

There is enclosed heraa/ith a newspaper clippings 
which appeared in th^Jhi^ago Daily Tribune on 
January 2Sy 1940 , which cone erriecT a^drama "’ 
entitled, ^Overnight", by Alb ert Bark er. 

As indicated in your telegram addressed to Mr. >. 
Barker, of which the Chicago Office received a ? 
copy, dated January 25, 1940, no representative 
of the Chicago Office attended this drama. 




Xl> 




Any additional information or clippings which 
may appear in the local papers will be immediately 
furnished the Bureau. 

i 



JET:IAJ 

Enel. 



W. S. DEVEREAUX 
Special Agent in Charge 

recorded ! yy -3 - V-a a - f 

‘INDEXED '■ : B- a * f i ~H‘ y. ill T . I 


i 2 , L 8 3 ,9 10 

i 





The Radio Theater guild, which 
makes commercial aims subservient 
to artistic ones, this week presents 
•the first performance anywhere of 
" Overnight,” a drama about tourist 
cabins by Albert Barker. The author 
istaown for the play “ Man on Stilts " 
and a number of successful rajlio 
sepal scripts. Performances will be 
given in the Woman’s Club theater 
Wednesday/ Thursday, and Friday) 
evenings. The cast will be composed 
of professional radio, performers. 



( 
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O'*' 



- Mr. Tofaan ■ 

Mr, Hainan _ 

Mr. I. A. Taman 
Mr, Clagf / 

Mi. Ladd 

Mr. Oaf far ’ 



Mr. O lor In 


M» Craw I 
Mr. Harfco 
Mr Lastar ^ 
Mr. Handon _ 
Mr. Nleliata 


• Mr. floaan \ 'y 
Mr. Saar* \ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. fraay , • \ 

, * . j 

MIM BWMh V 



: , Sr. Suaner Blossoa 
v editor 

0 Asor lean tiag&z i ne 
250 Parte Avotius • 
do© York City 


• Dear Hrv lEoesoas ' 



• . y For your information I m tfano- 

' rdltttsi:/ herewith & oopy of: g further cor.- 
. cuuicmion dated Janucry30£h, froa fir* 

■ A. cMlanson, Santa Barbara, Gal if ora la,. 

' relative to the article in the February 
lenuo of tho AaoriCan' Sagarin©, concerning 
touriat coops. A copy of ny reply to Kr* 
Hanoon is elco enclosed. • • 

.Ditto boat ©lehes, aa always, 
Cordially, 

. . <f« Bdg&g Hoover 



• i 


P 

■'r 

, f * 


& 
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: ■ ■ ; ' 'February 'Sy'.l 940 


V ' ' •: J£r* :Sume^\biomc Editor 
: -'S^fcer Ussier* tfca» ISsgd&ino •:■; 
; ; -'[.SSO/Mr-U Avcttu&: 

: - •" . : ;i7e£!J fork City 










i/ /r 


Z' Lq&P-' Bn.m. $**;'■ ' Z ■■ 

J C5C3 enclosing herewith for your information 


- *;* 


oppxfj-of a latitat addrcdzad ff.m^hy • J^ompcg ^ • > 


•* ‘ * ; pMP&g® of MinnoGpdZ io v : Uin^6ct&g on - January , $5$ ' 

, 'i* ” . WutlVfo V* S\' 1r*/3V0- 4** St sfl/> ^/?/w rteVo : f\ £* JV*iad& iS*¥V. Aat^nA d ** $ s* 


AX 


; 2940^ ref 'erenoQ- to tfi&f n Campo 

: ; ,; together with .a copy of my ‘reply thereto* 

XV •,' . ; : kindest regard® $ •"' .■ : ',- • ; X; V 

••■' ; ••’• ‘ ■f'.Sinccrreiyy' ’ <■>' 




. t -flL 

So 


|Mr. To Ison - 
r. WotSxan 
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|lr. Q. A. Tomes 
C loos . '. ■ 
Jr. Ladd -‘ 


I . COftOtf 

. Boon 


~EncZ'os>urc$. 


, 6 levin 
I 'Crool; 

| Morbo _ 
I Loot or 


Hendon 
Mlchoto; 
Rooon ■ 
Soars 
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Quinn Tamra _ 
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JanUary 31, 1940 



■Hr Courtney Syloy Cooper . - *•:. • , ».* 

433 hvlh takevi&v Drivb . 4 * oQ,^\uv 



• V T» 




Dear Hylej 

iVi tranrinltting horcr;ith, for 500 / informtion, 
aero. copioo ^ additional. lottora received rf&ativo to the 
article lu thd &aoriccn ‘iafEuoin e €p 3 C 3 rnln<J ifeourl 8 t c&apa, '. 
together cith copies of ray replies tharoto* •' $h©cb IbileFsr 
arc flroa ti!o following individual e: 

Hr. 4. H M Castor ,\?e 2 U 3 hester, Msa?’ itoapshiro, dated January 

26 , 1940:/ • \ •. 

■ ur. Eurt b\ Moll, ^Tthovlllo, Virginia, dated January 24, 
1940; * / '\. 

•Hi as Dottyi^lulptt,. Ilieic 
IS, 1940;, / 

Hr. John C.f^tte, Wicholoaville, Kentuc’cy, dated January 
19, mQ^d ; x ■ . 

'"Jr. T. R.[j$uyn, Meholceviilo, Kentucky, dated January IS, 
1940. V. 


lolasville, Kentucky, detad January 


Mr. To Ison 
Mi. Nathan 


Mr. (. A. Tamm _ 

®» . Class 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Co May 
M* . ggan 


Mr. Qtavln 
‘ Mi Crow I 
Mr. Nartto _ 
Mr. L««tor 


Mr. Hondon _ 
Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rouen 

Mr. Soars 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Tree* 


vjith boot tfiohoG, . \ ‘ 

. Cordially, 

’ . J : Ed sar Etootw 
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'Mr* !l. 0* Loho •••• yyy '• y 

• L&no* 0 , Tourist Court •' 

, Xeaae0OO| South Carolina 


Soar !&r, Lanos 



Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. ^ 

iwrf i 

? Mr. I 


‘ y ... .'''• l havo yo‘4r iottsr of February' XOthy^islativa to ..tho WtlGlo-'. y 
r.risnc the February , iosno of. the' Aporicon fie^aaikio,. oeifcgxi 0 ij%' tourist '.'G&sfet* y •• ‘ 
I desire to thaai you ti&, tho- |5fts^. : |s^depi034' .you* 'viecro relation to ’v y 

tho article is .<>uebtio_n. : f •_ y.„; Ay-AV'' y : 3/ • ; y y y. 

y ' %•'■■ f'egrofc v©ry nuc)V that- your' ioidrpretatio'u -of ' this artleloxasv. 
y such a& to loud’. you to: fealioye that 'it ms In my.. .cdisttor -harmful'.' to the •■ -4 
’ -lam abiding, hl$lwd»d9d operators of logitisato .tourist ; ca^»a* It \mo. ' 
notin any radaner so iatondod, and; it is. ay. firn conviction that thio \\ )A yy 

■ artfdl© dll bo of dofiait© -benefit- to tho aonbsro ,©£ -tho tourist; court Ay.-: 

•• industry esgugod in. op'eratias bigh-olaBB cca?s« "-’•' -V. '-. .-.. 

; y . V -.-Say X" point out that ’.e - roadies of tho article oJli discos©.-© y y 
■'. - very •ciofidte statement' to' tho> effect that, thoro or© resutabio cusps open*-.' 

. . " rated in . an efficient, ‘.-docent m&mOr by busi-aeso ’©*»■ of recognised integrity. 

y 0no quotation,. ,oo . you indicated^ -p.tated’ B 0£ course, there or© huadrode' ©f;' 

. - tourist Camps-' run by honoot, alert, civic^indsd persona Jbdvot mad© /.V /> 
. ' 'heavy investments ■ in this aes business,- To those* the Federal ' Bureau ' . . 

of Investigation attends' its gTaiitui© for thoir cholc&artod cooperation .-.- 
.' -.•in tho. capturo- of badly tainted. fugitive^,* 3 . ,' X do 'not see km I could-have.- ■'- 
1 - "."^ge nf 'soro -, cgeplfcit in recognising. the constructively winded- parson© ‘tho 
*. : .. opera to iegltiaata ccaspo*. Eay.-I.- also 'call your' attention, to . a statement .in' • 
Ta ™%k&^an.Q, article to 4h© ©ffoot thst '«lan.EafOrcoi 30 nt,' : twf , ki^- in' Conjunction ; 
A - A - gft i b tho' oonsro of hoixoat es t&bl inknsnte * 'hriD c dofroits respocslbility to .. - 
■■ '. outla w , tho- renegade toariat^ ' .The letter .;#tatsstent is .iha 'keyacte, of , ' 

■■ ' Ala'* • i. 1 * l- ‘ ■ ’ - -■* •' ‘ 


Mr. eo'toy. tb^-ontire of ticlei 


;o , a, , n__ — : '■ ■.'x a© ef the poeiti^o/opiiddn that 'nothing is of greater benefit' '-f-.y- 
' : *r. Horbo to th e' Icgitiadte, ■hiybrfiilndcdj ■; efficient aeciber©' of any or£-anitation ! . i&on - ' 

: nr. L.ster ■ ' : ’. £t oa r thoso oggaaiaatioiad or vocations- the. tmnorthy, or criminally-' 

.' . Mr. H.nd 0 n : ..inclia Qd. IMldduolh gfad bring discredit -.upon dscoat# Idtr’ abiding, eitisens^-. . 

Mr. MclntirQ ^Qp . 0 1 . 



-Mr. .Quinn Tamm 1 


. .miss cm|dy f ED£f?At;Ri jm;/|ij qp iuVC3T(0Aho?j. 
•'»,'. i^-'s. p&Amm &M0W-: . 


iossom and/ Courtney Ryley ..Cooper (under .separate' cover) , 

- * • •> •' ■ V' ; . •/ ■■-• yv - •.-. ^ 






vxqtoIb . na & . busier :is ■general* '■&& ^n&ovi&z a corvico; tb.'.tijoso' _ ;;;y ■' 

■«a^8e4-ijB; a I. ot% aa-k . 

lao. eafoiTceBsat ; iaxoeatitro,;.' tk tfca.- conaty^ht; .l&rgoy '>a ,trcl3t as .tai0*c«to . .-v'/.v* 
©i^gM'.in Bay specific .Ration*;/' '. ,'•••■' :kS v : •: ;... >• '.. V : v" V.;; ' v.V,,- 

'V • >•' .. 7 ifltfl: - orga^ Isafiue trial cogzvercial, • . ' ;• ■ . 

' tSbiois* ' pptspss "'vpxo upon ■ ’ •' - . 

©ailing©* ■' jok ^ -'to-: tSSc&o; iniercofca# . ..'-V:/'. ■ 

jfcfcfii' "aU-ceesiSf '©£ than© '.to. ,ok- dlkarip ' and V&aca^&ikip: oo- ^oscifelo 
tfe©- CQmSil^ioae'^tSii^ atk-ob»3^3t^ a^©oiraMk : ^otriaentc&i’- -;?his . . 

I k®Vo t 'feodqewsi^^'io < 2 ©, in tho ni’ticl© in Mio-^^^rlcan £Sj£aEia©*. % ;.- ” V.' A 

■. •;.; . .(<[ ■ 1 sliicorolj^ tsnsai ; that ib©- for&golsg kill fuliy vl&ss- -■ “ 

i&fcfcor* 7 Yon .tssy ■fe©"ki^«ra4 't&ai ko4''^/k©3ir-a. .to bi&si .’ ' J ‘ 

^a^iyidaGl® ease s^;;tkop® 'oagac©^- .in -p^ctd©©©' drvaor* 









Yemasse, S. C 
Pet. 10, 1940 




isr. J, Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr, Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / 




Your article entitled flCamps of Crime” published 
in the February issue of "ThevAmericars Magazine" has cast a 
dubious light on a new and growing business. Tourist Courts, 
which, as a whole, are owned and' operated by "Alert, Civic-minded 
persons." 

Although it is conceded that there are some 
tourist "camps" run on a low scale which is nevertheless true 
of many old and established businesses, your article intimates 
that all Tourist Courts are "camps" of crime with the few ex- 
ceptions operated on a high scale by morally sound persons. 

This is obviously a misrepresentation of a new 
industry which has grown from the demands of the traveling public 
for modern conveniences at reasonable rates. It is unfair to 
those who have invested heavily in this new industry to have 
biased criticism placed before the public. 

RECORDED & INDEXED I \ 

Whatever your object, Mr. Hoover, the jjarlrtcrie— ^ 1 

should have been written on the premise: protect the good£5r-om^f^J - ' 
the bad - stamp out "camps" of crime which are infringing on r the 
good reputation which Tourist Courts are endeavoring to -build-in 
the interest of the traveling public. 


Sincerely, 


0 

Ve 


A 


i . . >TlGAT10nj 

1940 
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Lane's Tourist Courts 
V/alterboro, S. C, 
Yemesse, S. C, 





24 COTTAGES 24 BATHS 


LANE S TOURIST COURT AND DINING ROOM, NEW MODERN CLEAN 



LOCATED ON U. S. ROUTE 17. 54 MILES NORTH OF SAVANNAH. GA.. AT YEMASSEE. S. C. 


6418-9 


WE ARE ON THE SHORTEST ROUTE FROM MAINE TO FLORIDA 








HNYCSH 

• 94-3-4-26^603 


V;. .' Mrs.' L.’ G. Asbury 

“■ ; ■ Star Route #5 
. Lee Highway : 

.'v. V . Florence, Alabama 




Mr. E. A. Tamm 


-Dear Mrs. Asbury; .,; ; . ' ; r . Y.-Y ' 

' • • i have' your - communication of ; February 9th 

end. am pleased indeed : to hots ' that my article in. the r '.. V’ .; 
American Magazine, ‘ entitled . "Camps of Crime," received .; 
your approbation. It . is a- source, of satisfaction to know • . ‘ 
that the. high-minded, law abiding members of the tourist , 
camp vocation realize that in order to maintain this 
vocation on a high plane it is. necessary to eliminate'. v . 
the’ evil conditions and the evil persons that serve to' 
dreg it down . . ' -;*j -•/ •; {' • 

- V • . - I believe it. would, not be possible to provide 
Federal laws’ to remedy, the conditions of which you justly 
complain/inasmuch as, to a great extent at least, they 
involve .state problems. I ..feel certain, however, that 
the .widespread publicity that has been elicited' will result 
in measures being- taken in various parts Of the country 
that will afford considerable. relief. . . : . 

■ If. i can be of service to you ateny time,- ’ 
-please advise sie.-;’ ■; ■ ; • ; • Y;, ;';"V 

’ ‘, 4 . '6'i* \6 :: ' V Sincerely your 9, 




Mr.' Mclntlro 


‘ Mr. Quinn Tamm 



' , 0 ^' idg4 : : H oover 

. I'iSA ^ ''-j p •*••. Director J 

•L ’’ fEDERAi bureau for mvEST|6AnOM,/r : *iy :i; ‘Mw 

•V . ; U.S. pEPARTfhfnJOP’wWce'; ' .^v. y \\ 
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LBN s ACS 


Mr/qiiinn Tsrrncn 


February 3, 1940 


iJr* .Sumner^loscom 1 .* \W^ 0^ vl1 • '• ^nl/fi 

K, S « Wni ■ 

SBO Park • V^c 

Nm Fork City 

Bear Hr* Bios son *- . •:* ’ ; 

1 cs» transmitting her with a of a ; 

'letter addressed to me.dnder date of January $6, 

1940 * by Hr* Philip SJuftiiley, President, North* 
eats fern Cabin' dimers 1 association, Incorporated; I 
a oipy of Hr* Willey 's letter to Senator Charles 
UMfTobey dated January 26, 1940, V)h t dldmorat ~ 
tacbed to Mr* Willey *s letter to me, and a copy of 
my reply* . '•*••;. • . 

Thts correspondence , of course, is .in- refer* 
ones to the article entitled, "Camps of Crime" 
toh i oh- appeared in the American iMgastne for February* 

UUh kina rogardSjp_ E00I!I)ED & ^mHp ' - ■ 

: Sincerely, fyU *- ■" j - / /~ Z 

■ jf; ; Bdgsr fioov?* . \ »- EsDEBAL GSKW.KMF Ki ,T : 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

. 3 3 

RCH :CH 




^federal bureau of $miestfgatio« 
ISnitefr §tatea Department of duatx re 
JSfaaljhtgton, 59. CL 





February 7 3 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR- TOLSON 


Mr. Harbo . 
Mr. Lester . 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mclntire 
i Mr. NiclJ 



Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tour Room 

i. / 


Confirming our conversation 3 on Saturday 3 ^ 

ary 3 3 1940 I called upon Senator 'J ames £^j(j¥arrai/ of .fen 6 # W& -* 
whom I had not seen for sometime . ' "After wehaaexchah — 

pi easantri e s j he laughingly remarked 3 "By the way , I 
had to send a letter down to your Boss concerning hi sM&ouri. 
camp article ." 


He then stated that I would understand how it was - 
that the Tourist Camp Association had put the pressure on him 
because officers of such Associations had to keep in good 
graces with their memberships and I could realise they were 
fighting dragons all the time 3 accordingly putting pressure 
on the Senators . 


I told him I had happened to see the letter he 
wrote and was glad he brought it up . I told him the Montana 
Association was adopting entirely the wrong attitude toward 
the article. Senator Murray said that if the Director had 
mentioned in the article that many of the camps were well 
run 3 and that it was a job for good camps and law enforce- 
ment organisations to work together in order to clean up 
any bad spots which existed 3 he would have gone along with 
the Director . I pointed out to the Senator that this is 
exactly what the Director had done and that this was the 
keynote of the entire article . 


He admitted he hadn't read it and had only seen 
the headlines. He then spent about ten minutes telling me 
how improper headlines had caused him a lot of trouble when 
the articles over which they occurred did not at all sub- 
stantiate the headlines . 


I pointed out to the Senator in detail the evil 
conditi ons that do exist in connection with tourist camps 


and that' our files were filled 
then cited specific cases from 
\ surprised the situation was so 


V 



with such information 
my own knowledge . He 

sSiiboEBlsS) 


and 

was 




Memorandum for Mr. Tolson 
February 7, 1940 
Page Two 


He said that he would appreciate a letter from 
the Director on the situation which he could send his con- 
stituent with the statement that the situation appeared to 
he one which needed the .cooperati on of good tourist camp 
owners and law enforcement officers to clean up for the 
ultimate good of the industry . The Senator owns an inter- 
est in several hotels. 

I spent one hour with him, finally cutting off 
the interview myself. 


He expressed admiration for the work of the 
Bureau and of the Director . I extended to him and his 
office force an inviytati on to visit the Bureau. 


Charlepffyurray , the Senator's son and secretary , 
later brought up the question of the article when I was * 
talking to him and he was in agreement with the Director. 



espectfully. 


. C. Hend^a^\^ 




February 3, 1940 


b- 


V-* f 

V 


b 




(«3r. E. A. Tocsin _ 
Ur. Close . 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Golfer 


Hr* Co urtn ey By! ey Cooper 
439 North La hevi ew Driu 
Sebring , Florida 


Near Ryleyt*- 


■jmm 

OW 



I am enclosing herewith for your inf oi 
tion a copy of a letter addressed to me unNMr 
j 3 ^efJanu£ry SO, 1940, by .Hr* Philip SMmiHy, 
I^esTdenf^/o^lieast/ern Cabin Owners ' Association, 

Incorporated j a" 66m o f Hr f Willey 's letter to 
Senator Charles UfiTopey, which was attached to 
Hr*- Wtll>ey r s letter to me, and a copy of my reply* 

/This correspondence, of course, ref ers to 
the CAMPS . OF CBZ$M n article which; appeared, in . . . 
the February issue of the'^American Magazine, 

With hind regards and best wishes, •: 

.. / . Sincerely, f 

\ . ■ Sa Edgar Hoovsr . ' ' 

' RSCOEDK© ^ 

• •' 7- Qg 


fU 


• [?©p§ . 0 llW^f J3ATO' 

■ ri. ‘ l 

^ 1940 
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G levin 


Hartio . ••* |( ( ‘ (i| ( 
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Lester ^ 

M A 1 k 'S P •’ • 

Hendon 


Mctntlro / ■ 


i . 

Nichols if 


• ' 7 7 “ 

Rosen Y >i 
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Quinn Tenitn 
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Miss GandyJ 
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■ Mr. 6. A. To rani 


.za%: mtups. mxiey . ; :• 

Northeastern Cabin Owners^ Assd,,Xnc,- ’ ; 

c/o Comfort Cabins I OR Tirt^OAMTP 

J7es$ Jlfew' Hampshire »ir QR^IAThjW . vy 

Dear is*. VtUogf- .■■ : . 


I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your 
cotmunication dated January E6, 1940 > enclosing a 
copy of your letter to Senator Charles 17* To bey, 

X have very carefully perused the contents of your 
letter as well as the one which you sent to Senator 
Tobey * _ •■' • • • "• •■; ' / 

. X, of course, can well appreciate your position 
in this wetter , yet the material set forth in the 
article which appeared in the February - issue of the 
American Magazine is based upon fact, I can assure 
you that X did not ouer-e&sggerate the problem with 
which we are confronted • X feel it ill-behooves an 
Association such. as yours to take the position that 
my article, which hits-.. . at c evils which do exist, 
easts a reflection upon, the hmdredo of sincere, con- ' 
setentious, civic-spirited operators of tourist camps, 
.The important thing X think for all of uc to do is to 
clean up existing evils regardless of where they might 
exist not only in the interest of furthering our own 
ends but, greater yet, in the interest of protecting 
society. 


Very truly yours 

. So JMga^ 0OOV6X' ■ 


fr > £JT 
o C? 



Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Miss Gandy . ' ' 


(X)i§l»T« §i§fW 
■ ';m A It SB 

• ,x ;i &*** ' • • 

#• .'FEB " J 1940 

FEDERAt BUREAU Of W&SMAYlOfl'. 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 


John Edgar Hoover- 
Director 
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JJortfjeaSfern Cabin (^toner’g gtesodation, 3fnc. 


<£fficfr$ 


President 

Philip S. Willey 

COMFORT CABINS. WEST CAMPTON 

Vice-President 
Walter F. Lord 
FRANCONIA. N. H. 


ORGANIZED OCTOBER 1929 
INCORPORATED 1937 


J 






Secretary- T reasurer 
Mrs. Chas. H. Batchelc 
CAMP CITY, 


/-•i - 

[Mjr.B, A.TamtS 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. TSffon 

W. Gordon 

|<**cflSrtHr 

Mr, bestor 

Htfv-SttfiftJw 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. 


A. STREETER 

M*v 

T tmx Roam 

Mr. Twey.......„ 

tt&es 




C. 




A/^ 

of a letter from S.enator Jpobey of New Hamp- 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am in receipt __ ___ 

shire, in which he encloses a reply to him from you, explaining your 
article in the February issue of th e^American magazine . 

, Your letter, in no way, satisfies myself nor my fellow of- 

ficers in what we feel has been a grave injustice to our industry. I 
am enclosing a copy of my reply to Senator Tobey and after you have 
read same, if you have further explanations to make on this vicious at- 
tack, I would be very pleased to hear from you. 

There are^Jm the state of New Hampshire, over two hundred 
owners of so calle d3pTourlst Cabins, a nd we unite in a solid body a stiff 
protest of this attack on our busfnes's by a person in government employ. 
Had you included hotels, lodging houses, and tourist homes and not 
singled us out in this attack we would have felt different. 

I would like to as k you if you realize that the only case 
known to me to have happened in 'the state of New Hampshire was the 
Dwyer case, for which the Dwyer boy is no w serving a life sentance in 
Maine, sought New Hampshire’s leading hotel for his hide-out for a 
night and according to his confession, parked .the^ car in their garage 
with the body of the doctor crowded into the trunk of the car. Yet 
you single but tourist cabins for^your story. « .7 _ , 

XLj BfcCOBDED <S; INDEXED ' * n 3 'f 0 

l/^'No doubt, you will be interested to know that •th¥ ■American 
Hotel Association is capitalizing on this story of yours as you will 
note when you read the enclosed copy of letter to Senator jTobey; and 
I am particularly interested to know that your story was so'bad ' that 
the leading hotel paper in New England refused to use it. 1 . -What f fu' 
evidence do you need to show thatyire are justified in: this protes 

s#- 


6 



truly yours 



ORTHEAS/TERN CABIN OWNERS’ ASS’N., INC. 

ftlXf PwiliP $• 


BY: 


/ J 





January l?b, 1940 : 


Honorable Charles 9'. Tobey 
Senate 02 flee building 
IJasMngton, X). C* 

r £ieaP 'Herat or Tobey : . . 

I heve just received youi/iqi 
ter signed, by J. Edgar Hoover, vlth 
In Try letter to you of Jcmiary 12<th. 



of, January . 24th and tho let- 
Tly) to the objections reported 


I hevo read Pr. Hoover’ 3 letter <vory carefully and I’ notice 
that I r. Hoover is. passing qp4-^tho porlxionoxof his story that cro ex- 
'cusea'ole., but 1 don’t find An hrs, 1 e t fc e rNvke r& he says on page 14, quote? 


The JC GC 

iit,GJ0 tourist c 
threatens tho\peas 
upon tvhich the 
Of all of U3 who'NCorcl 
there ar 
actual 


;• .perai 
neither. do T 


s^dLe. A majority of the g 

S ‘ ~nbut the IFnited States 
fane of the communities 
fy.3 toned themselves and 
mooring public . t'any of 
t only meeting places, but 

f or era^ ion y fron which gnn* s of doe- ; 
■upon the surround ing territory. Unquote . 



st sentence of the notice still 
reveal^sn xSbqtc/$e b6 all of us— a warning that chore 
• la today^V nev; lipfEie of crime in America, a new horse 2 
of ciisease^as^ecry, corruj^tion, crookedness, rajre, 

. white 3l£s very, thievery, end murder. Hence the torse 
order that goes out daily to : Icn- enforcer :ent agencies. 
t?hen criminals are on the looses . 

; H.&Y Cl Hoij iXTHi, 01 20' R14'2 Ckl: i0l u Unquote. 
Also found on page 14. , 

On page it. the. foil Giving, quote: . • ’ , 

Tlie /.rerican Automobile Association has 
recognised this menace • to the public and is raking ' 
a determined effort to assist motorists in riistlrg^ 
uiahinr bet, ecn .sale and unsafe earns. • It has sent 



Sorvoroblo Cherles Toboy 


(£) 


January 2§, 1940- 


investigators ' into . the 'field to inspect. drfcpd mid 
hr.a awarded . /,M o£bl©zas to thooo oMchXiiwe up to 1 
its standards of. cleanliness: und/SEfet^. xn its " : 
Directory of rotor Courts end C macros, thosMA . 
lists sono. '.4*000. cottage, cr-rips tihi^Tlfeerr^oofe^t-’' 
ion has been able to' inspect and to credo rsrao yelp 
to excellent, according to its v;I cwpoint . But,/ of \ 
tills number, loos yhan oven one In four-- 

cro unreservedly rccorr'endccbK Um^.otG. 


.. . It stay bo of interest to y<§u .fco/kndw tint tho irericon /.uto- 

nobilo Association does not uencf cr.blo?: only to tlioao who 
buy their advertising service at aN^oat ofA^CO. OD ‘up.: Tr. Hoover would 
Iced' the r.ublic to believe boat’ the . £££•'• weer passing these . out io' c, jbedeq 
of rorit. . contrary to this^TKio a : purel;rNipKnercial •; imposition with' 


there. If your piece is c 

. _ . I'r. Hoove • r.c*/e 
Cobin' Owners ♦ Ascociatli 
c022r.Gr c I a 1 basis, r nC i 
Idn.dora of which orb Uni 
Divisions ■> and- -the I.orthcac uc 
high standards -TurHSheir' icetjb 



good f^yt^tion. 

K^f the co -crjl.cd Tourist Court or 
i^O w2x s 5 no pec tier, duty; on a non- 
' Chest of otcrcicrdoj. orowg the 
, ’fee tern, Control, end .Lee tern 
jners 5 Association who insist on 


1 c im wh< 

cl > m3 note- theXinwortin 


Xe^sjtedly agree with Fr. Hoover that wo need to 
efchjl: .ally inclined J^divS duals, nofr only In 


our business,! buv^ In hotels, Yperfcnont houses, and tourist horvu. 

In tubynckth to /two ydest paragraph of !fr» n<J ; ‘ver*© letter, and 
1 ruote it for yohs^ inforr. rXiun; 

/ili-ofgeniccfci ?n£--lew enforcement, Indus fc^. 
rial, caarercSnl, .agricultural^-hav© their ranks g.or4 . . ' 

.'■•• sono who brine, discredit upon worthy callings. . 1 . 

: can think of no greater benefit to those interested. -■ 

. ' • in. the reel success of those ceilings .then . to no clecr- " . '• 

• ly .end accurately ca. possible depict the conditions « • 

•" . which oro few&9*ialy undesirable end dotrifeentcl. - •. 

••••< Tills 1 have endeavored 'to do in the -article in tho ; 

' /corican rngasinc. •; • ,7nquofc© ' ; •' 

riecao nofco that of all tho' various people in busineo.:. like' ours he hoc 

chocked Tourist rotor. Owners to point out to tho public. 

‘ * , ‘ * 

' v\ ::r. Hoover possibly thinks ho. hcs done a few of us e favor. 

I cannot a ''roe with hi 5 " . Want ar ticle ^J-2 nest orr ir;ir-r)y>n<^ 



<•» . . 

* . at 


Honorable Charles IT. Toboy 


January Go , 1040 


of thousands of. dollars and it is already being cqpi Wilted by the hotel 
industry and to substantiate this statement quote you £ I’Osi : the 
m .Iotel 'and Hcsfcaurant lobs" of January ISt SLG p ubllshedNcb 12 Huntington . 
/venue,. Boston, I'sosachusets. >v ; v 

■y... • ,■ Those "Cr in©. ‘Qmaz ? " , X/ . ; . : , 

Tho country hrs h^h rlqo&ed this past weo X. . / 

•. nith cjcterial about an cr^clp^npybarlng' in the Feb** 

•. ruary American •J. r agnnine 'rolled .^*Csmn3 of ' Crime • M ’ : 3 . 

The /nerlcnn Hotel /issosaat^on aontya release to all ! \ 

publications. IvaturallX^^b^t/®f publications . . • 

;. will print It. X. / ■ 

The "Hews” 1'sn' t X^ngXo. Feb "us, tell 
you uhy. . '' ./ — X Xv< ■ * '• ■' 


: I»ev/s that uppers ..in aN^tf onal nagasine 
-isn't rev/s any iXs olderNfhcs yesterday ;.’'s 

newspaper . Tncr fact tnht cXtsin tourist-cabin bol~ 
bnles are so-cullqc spot uNqf eUir.O' isn' t news either* 
.hhyone who trnraliXmowa 'tMt . ) Lnf one -pho travels ■ 
also l nows therX^rbXotae ygpieoalont tourist cabins. 
The hotel Indus trXssbsXcful^yj knots that* 

• /Tbs ig for ph^licat^ona like our o to seii.c 

upon an/t-rtic^O lil.c ^s-one that has . .boon sent to 
us .ocMod/^^pa^f- .Crit-e, " and.. sprecJ-- it all Over 
the sfcpor, , i sn »<£ gOTug to do hriyono. . ai^y good . -al- 
lir.gfnafes v/on'XheX the hotel industry • . 

' * X XBetter w&dj our industry’ 'keep-' its ovm house 

'clean a mm o^iisiness and work hard to get 
back thX^sXoss Iznat has gone to those cabins that 
are hot "cXro suets. *' \ ' .■ 

■’ TiiaV-sr our job.. . get that business back. . . 
and stop .calling- nemos. • • ‘ y„ - : ' ' 

Sure there arc bad spots. There : are . in 
the hot ol ; industry, ob&tgyou don't see the hotel in- 
dustry being' indicted in' the press, do. you? 

Wo, this isn’t c dofenso Of the tourist. 

. cabin . * .heaven, forbid v ;. 

It ' a j -.st ; sound. reasoning. ..going . dorm 
beneath the surface ,c.nd not mint ing everything that 
is sent to us. as. it is sent to U3. Unquote. -.- 



in' the ease paper I quote': 


.i*o, be Didn't Use Thers 


To J* -C . L - » ■>>« rjst 


r >3 n f* ' y>n^gnrefr 






Honorable Charles VJ . Tobey 


January 2b , 1940 


• release sent out by the &• headlined j ■V “Tourist - . : 

Camps Scored by Hoover as Crime Centors ,? a\. neither ; / 

did ce print the picture sent to ua/b^~&--3h rg«? dis : - - 
fclllery shotting a lot of "popeyes '^-ouj^of control 
at c. function. Other publications didplioffe^rySthus 
Playing directly Into the hands . of "libel empbrts^v, : 
on the one hand and the £drystJf«sn the other, miqyotk* 

If, after reading those quota t^os^s nfcd see hop this, article 
Is being used to further penalise US', ybhiiti.: yjpu mill understt nd why , . 
not only myself, but hundred's of , omcr&f n^urf ndustry feel thct;v;e 
have had a grave injustice done hur bjr fcoUr article; and I ivi&h you would . 
convey our feelings to I’rs Hoover. iN^ca sciming him a copy of this letter. 

Lgcln I say that luj^uubqclly thbjf a® people enraged, in our 
business that mill beer ou r *flo oVqr * 3 stbrf,/ but when ho puts.,; all 
the blame for the 3© places' oiyus \nd fqavcs the impression which any 
fair minded person can she t/aat he itoesXt .:at- to be safe, you rust stay 
In c hotel. be feel a gx^nvoS|njusticts. hab been done ua. 

. N^Veby tyuls/yours 

• &•, ‘iin or/ir^na * lz ^:.., iui . . 








rt»TRi#Al; iJf 
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&.$•. Motmrd ■£?•. Bs'g 
SreoMa&an, J. • F*\-jh ; 0 ' 
'xlinnoanoliG s Mnnccdt® ■' ■• 




1 < 


-J 'ff:U 


\y~ ■, 

>- ■ V 



\ 



/ 

bear 

' 4“ be®-, vary 'happy to ro&eim ymsr gerGtor : - 

'. January ' SS 9 Z94Q 9 with roforonca to your obtorm :« '. 

/ tlouG on ymr- . rc©qn?,- $Qur of tho Southo- : c 

Tfith-hof arctic# Do <$>!<? grfsfcjfc : 'dppmr^- 

in the iFobrimry • ionuo of the Asn&rte^n ftegtizihei. I on 
' ©tern ydw. pUZ'rm&J2 Dhcrqtn-' T opaotfimiz# pointed •'. 

.. ©jsd $&»$'. «r<? : *«kcV<sc&' o/ vseallent • £oae* 4 s£. tfmojp 

[.operated by ■Qi&i<**&piMto&- tnrlivt&MsJto and# nattsrcllM 
any tour o/ eertatnZy ’ yoii '-i&bo 

■contact with nany "tourist 6&npQ tohiefc qf&. not operated 
on a high plcm md 'Pho&'&.fUoiitpico are need by crin- 
in&X® ofttihm in/the fisHheran&C of .their dastardly ■■ 
■schcmea*. :• .•/•• ..." ■ ... | 

■'•■• . • SifiOoroly yours- ' ■.••• '; ; 

v . '• ; j.'- Edgar ; Hoove? ■•■. '• • ;. •'; 

••. ' ; 'J" :’••;'.•••■ .. ./ ..' .John .'Sdgtr iZcopar ’.'■<-■['..' . . /;. ; 

U 3 : ■ ■ 


CO M IVi U N I CftTI 0 NS SECTIOt 1 ' . | >v ‘ 
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Broofcfcta-^p^R PL# $ 


df. Tolsoti.- 

I Mr. Nathan . 

Mr ^egg^- 
Jr. Ladd 


January 25,19^ Coffey ._ 

Mr. Egon 

Mr. ,M 

Mr. Havbo " 

Mr. Lester 

| Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mclotire ..y/' 
Niennls — 

Mr. 

We have Just returned heme from a trip into the Southland |mv.quw» ?«•■»»-- 

Ol » ijpysc, 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 

Washington ,L • 0 • 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Lear Sir; 

covering 4000 miles .and on reaching home found the Fehruar y^lMERlC. 
awaiting us, with its glaring^gamps of Crime, hy J. Edgar Hoover. 

Either we are unbelievably dumb and unobserving, or a merciful providence 
spared us contact with these dens of vice. 

Onoe in winter quite a few years before there were many 
suitable winter cottage camps, we were in a respectable hotel and I saw 
things I have never seen in any tourist camp. (Kw/ih 

We have been on many long trips, and like many families of 
modest means are glad to avail ourselves of the comforts and convienoes 
of these cottage camps. We sojourners soon acquire a "tourist "look 


so a hotel not as comfortable, to stop at , wh^^^^re out for 
seeing in comfort, and not for style. INDEXBr 


The laws of our land should be rigidly enfoi|o^^§b®^ll^^on^^f\ f 

people of good character operate these tourist oamps. Tl?ey slfl&d^b^- 

! us, mmmmfcjBB. 

operated for travelers only, with out danoe halls and b air-Tunr'^^” A 
connection. The fine people we have found who are carL 
comfort and safety of families, in aoute.need the help of the law 
enforcement officers of their State and County, backed by our Pederal 
government. / 



ymM*:hrzzaia4i*diit> r ~ 
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^American Motel Association, inc. 


Mr. Edgar Wheeler 
Managing Editor 
'{^American Magazine 

Dear Sir: 






io WOODLAND AVENUE, 
EAST ORANGE, N. J. 

February 3, 1940 



Copy to Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Copy to Mr. Courtney R. Cooper 


if.. 


\ 


Your article in the February issue of the American Magazine entitled "Camps of Crime" 
may have been written and published with an earnest desire to spur local enforcement 
agencies to rid the country of those tourist * camps which have been operating as moral 
sore spots, nests of crime, hell holes, or any other term which you may wish to call 
them, and if these were your intentions, we sincerely hope that the goal you attain 
will forgive the madness of your method. 

The American Magazine enjoys a large circulation and is read by the better element of 
the reading public of the United States. This article to us and to many organizat ions^ 
that operate on a strictly legitimate and ethical basis, perhaps on a higher plane 
with regard to its investigation and requirement for listing than what the American 
Automobile Association asks of its members, see it as cheap, . unwholesome publicity 
for the American Automobile Association. 


sv 

r\ 

'Vv 


If the American Automobile Association, with such accurate foresight, recognized the 
menace of these "Camps of Crime", why do they list four thousand camps of whbch they 
will only unreservedly recommend one-fourth of these to whom they have given the 
shield of their approval and recommendation? Any organization is only as strong as 
its weakest member, and if three-fourths of those whom they approve and recommend with 
the A. A. A. symbol are not worth recommending, are they fooling themselves, or are 
they hoodwinking the general public as a whole, and making suckers of them? 


According to your article, by action they are saying, "If it has the A. A. A. stamp of 
approval, the chances are three to one that it is still no^gooi and not to be* rec- 
ommended. " !■ Q iJ O ^£JL A 

recorded & indexed / "> & 

If this article had mentioned no* particular organization, JweTwould ist ill feel’ that the 
American Magazine, a private enterprise, and still a semi-jpublic one, and Edgar w 
Hoover, a high Government official, supported by the tax moneyslf of ? the American people 
have done a great injustice to thousands of business men who have invested anq unbeliev- 
able sum of money in the tourist court industry. It is not only' a great' injustice to 
the operators of the tourist courts, but it is equally an injustice and a fraud wpo n 
the American public, in that it indirectly instructs them to remain al 
tourist courts unless they display the American Automobile Assoaiat^n^y 


a 

ix 
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In Unity ther'v ; Strengt/i 




Stop at this Sign 





American Motel Association, inc. 


io WOODLAND AVENUE/ 
EAST ORANGE, N. J. 


Mr, Edgar Wheeler - 2 
fourth approval. 

We have received many letters from our members and the question seems to be, "How are 
we to fight this unfair, malicious propaganda? Must we join the A, A. A, to show the 
general public that we are at least partially approved? Must we place our well reg- 
ulated, strictly modern, legitimate and ethical court in the same class as the three 
thousand undesirable courts that the A. A, A. are already approving? Must we lower 
our standards to be on the same plane as some of the other approved A. A. A. courts?" 

Our answer depends on you. 

No matter .what we might say, no matter how much proof we might bring to bear to you 
in this letter, even though we were to convince you of the injustice of this article, 
it would not in any way gain the good. will of the traveling American public, as the 
readers of the American Magazine would not have the opportunity to read its contents. 

You may have paid a king’s ransom for the article above mentioned, or it may be that 
Mr. Hoover and Mr. Cooper, through their altruistic motives toward the American 
traveling public, wrote this article and gave it to your magazine to publish, free. 

But we would. like to have the opportunity to write an answering article to the one you 
published called "Camps of Crime", and if it is given the same publicity, we assure 
you it will cover both sides of the question, "Camps of Crime" and "Camps of Virtue". 
It will not be a publicity stunt for any single organization, but it will give the 
general traveling public the truth regarding the camp situation from both sides. 

Anticipating your reply. 


Very truly yours, 
AMERICAN MOTEL ASSOCIATION, IRC. 
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Mr. w. S. : Coats ' .. " 1 -, ■ ■, 

Secretary v ./• < 

California Autoco\rrt; issociation 
Santo Cruz, California .. 

• • •' :■ .... . 


Deer Mr. Coats: 


' I have your comqunicatloh of January 

31st, advising that the Board of Directors of the 
’ California Autocourt Association has requested you 
to express the disapproval bf the cftemb era thereof 
in connection with ray article entitled c Ccrapoof 
Crime , ff appearing in tho February issue of the y . 
American Magazine. '= . "■/ 


’ fX 



; I'.-/- 


: -In accordance '$ith 'your .•requeet'j a 
copy of; your .communication ' i© being forwardod - to /. 
Mr. Courtney Ryley Cooper. . 


Mr.Tolaoo 



Mr. E. A. Tamm 
' Wf. C less • ' 

Mr. Ladd ' 



. Mr. Coffey ____ 

Mr. Egan* ; 

Mr. O lav In 

Mr. Marbo ___ 


I regret that the article in question 
received the disapproval of your Board of Directors. 

It tms written vrlthu .0 yiew to. pointing out certain. v. / ' 

evil conditions which: indubitably exist. It was V . v 

thought, .that any action of this kind could receive ; / >. ‘ : 

the commendation, rather then otherwise, of those V ; 

.interested in purging tho ranks of motor court ^ 

operators of those individuals who brought criticisn .. , 

upon the vocation as c whole. I do not believe that . 

any good objective can over be obtained by -closing - 
our ©yes to known existent evils. It is my opinion •' < 

that the article in question will benefit those engaged v; - ' 
in the proper conduct of auto courts. ; 1 i 
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'January 31, 1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Mr. Quinn Tamm.. 

Toi^r Foom 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy .^T 


In response to the many protests against your article, 
in February number of ^American Magazine our Bboard of Directors met in 
San Jose, January 26th. There the article was re-read, commented upon and 
the secretary asked to express to your our disapproval. 

This association, pioneer organization of its kind, is representative of 
the autocourt industry in California and has at all\ times cooperated with 
local, state and federal authorities. \ 

The autocourt industry ranks among the highest in California in amount 
of capital invested and importance to the tourist travel. 

California autocourts operate under well-regulated state law — copy in- 
closed herewith — requiring registration of automobiles in tourist courts. 

i 

Such articles as “Camps of Crime” are detrimental to the industry as a 
whole and reflect upon the merits of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Sensational but not constructive or educational. Crime conditions in local 
areas mentioned indicate necessity for uniform registration laws in all states. 

Many autocourt operators believe you should carry an article in the 
Crowell-Collier publications correcting the impressions given in “Camps 
of Crime.” | 

We do not know the identity or address of your co-author, Courtney 
Ryley Cooper, and ask that you convey a copy of this letter to him. Copies 
are being mailed to the Crowell-Collier publishing company; Tourist Court 
Journal, Temple, Texas; Field-Secretary Western Autocourt Ass’n, Seattle, 
Washington; Secretary Oregon Autocourt Ass’n, Portland^, Oregon; Secretary 
Washington Autocourt Ass’n.; Secretary Montana Autocourt Ass’n; Secre- 
tary United Motor Court Ass’n; Secretary Reliable Motor ; Court Ass’n; to the 
A. A. A. in Washington, D. C., Los Angeles and San Francisco and to some 
of our representatives in Congress. / 

‘Anticipating a more fair attitude toward the autocourt industry, we are, 

California autocourt association 




y N. HAHarrison, President 
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BEFORE RETIRING 

HUT OFF ALL GAS FIXTURES 
OPEN WINDOWS 

PERMIT AIR CIRCULATION INTO ROOM 
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oanta Cruz, California 
January 31, 1940 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In response to the many protests against your article, “Camps of Crime” 
in February number of American Magazine our Board of Directors met in 
San Jose, January 26th. There the article was re-read, commented upon and 
the secretary asked to express to your our disapproval. 

This association, pioneer organization of its kind, is representative of 
the autocourt industry in California and has at all times cooperated with 
local, state and federal authorities. 

The autocourt industry ranks among the highest in California in amount 
of capital invested and importance to the tourist travel. 

California autocourts operate under well-regulated state law — copy in- 
closed herewith — requiring registration of automobiles in tourist courts. 

Such articles as “Camps of Crime” are detrimental to the industry as a 
whole and reflect upon the merits of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Sensational but not constructive or educational. Crime conditions in local 
areas mentioned indicate necessity for uniform registration laws in all states. 

Many autocourt operators believe you should carry an article in the 
Crowell-Collier publications correcting the impressions given in “Camps 
of Crime.” 

We do not know the identity or address of your co-author, Courtney 
Ryley Cooper, and ask that you convey a copy of this letter to him. Copies 
are being mailed to the Crowell-Collier publishing company; Tourist Court 
Journal, Temple, Texas; Field-Secretary Western Autocourt Ass’n, Seattle, 
Washington; Secretary Oregon Autocourt Ass’n, Portland, Oregon; Secretary 
Washington Autocourt Ass’n.; Secretary Montana Autocourt Ass’n; Secre- 
tary United Motor Court Ass’n; Secretary Reliable Motor Court Ass’n; to the 
A. A. A. in Washington, D. C., Los Angeles and San Francisco and to some 
of our representatives in Congress. 

Anticipating a more fair attitude toward the autocourt industry, we are, 

Respectfully, 

CALIFORNIA AUTOCOURT ASSOCIATION 
By N. H. Harrison, President 
W. E. Coats, Secretary 


Secretary-Treasurer 

W. E. COATS 
Santa Cruz 
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Tear off and fill out in duplicate 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Application for Auto Camp Construction Permit 


Unincorporated Area 


T o the Department of Industrial Relations 
Division of Immigration and Housing 
California Building, 52 5 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 


Date, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREINJS UNCLASSIFIED , 


The undersigned hereby applies for a permit to: ( Check square) 

□ I- Construct an auto camp 0 4. Move buildings 

□ 2. Provide camp space only 0 5. Erect additional buildings 

0 3. Reconstruct existing buildings 

and agrees that such work will be done in accordance with the provisions of Division XIII, Housing, Part 2 of the Health 
and Safety Code, Statutes of 1939, of the State of California. 

Plans and specifications, together with fee of twenty-five dollars ($25), are attached hereto. 


Name of camp or court.. 
Location 


.County _ 


..Cost of construction.. 


Number of public toilets 

Number of 1-room units. 
Number of 2 -room units.. 
Number of 3 -room units.. 

Number of -room units.. 

Number of -room units. 

Foundation 


..Type of toilets- 


-Number of public baths.. 


..With toilet and bath_ 


-With toilet and bath. 


-With kitchen. 


..With toilet and bath. 


..With kitchen. 


With toilet and bath With kitchen.. 

With toilet and bath With kitchen. 


-O. C. 


-Studs.. 


Size of floor joists.. 

Exterior wall covering: Siding Stucco 

Interior wall covering: Plaster Stucco.. 

Windows: Casement Double hung 


-Roof covering.. 
O. C. 


.Board and batt 

Wallboard.. 


..Rafters- 
Metal_. 


-O. C. 


..Masonry- 


Floor: Wood 


Wood 

Cement- 


Plumbing: Every fixture to be trapped and vented properly- 

Method of garbage disposal 

Method of sewage disposaL 


If cesspools or septic tanks are installed, is the available ground of such a nature as to provide for their proper functioning? 


Does there appear to be any likelihood that the effluent therefrom may contaminate any stream or water supply? 


Source of domestic water supply- 

[Signed] 

[Signed] 


.Properly protected ?_. 


Lessee or renter. 
Approved 


.(Owner) 

Address 

(Builder) 

Address 


Address 

.... . Approved. 


Chief 


Inspector 


76940 B-39 3M 
STATE PRINTING OFFICE 




Tear off and fill out in duplicate 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Application for Trailer Camp Permit 


Unincorporated Area 


T o the Department of Industrial Relations 
Division of Immigration and Housing 
California Building, 515 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, California 

The undersigned hereby applies for a permit to: 

I"! 1. Construct a trailer camp. 

□ 2. Erect additional buildings 

□ 3. Reconstruct existing buildings 

and agrees that such work will be done in accordance with the provisions of Division XIII, Housing, 
Part 2 of the Health and Safety Code, Statutes of 1939, of the State of California. 

Plans and specifications, together with fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) , are attached hereto. 

Name of trailer camp l 

Location 

County Cost of construction 

Number of camp spaces i 

Number of public toilets Type of toilets 1 

Number of public baths Number of slop sinks 

Plumbing properly trapped and vented 

Method of garbage disposal : 

Method of sewage disposal 

Source of domestic water supply 


Date _ 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCI 

DAT E 




[Signed] 

[Signed] 

Lessee or renter. 
Approved ~ 


- (Owner) 


(Builder) 


Address 

Address___. 

Address___. 

Approved 


76940 9-39 3M 
STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Chief 


Inspector 



Official Copy of the 


HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE DIVISION XIII, HOUSING, 

PART 2 — AUTO CAM PS, TRAILER CAMPS, . 

TRAILER COACHES 

Department of Industrial Relations 
Division of Immigration and Housing 

California Building, 515 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 
State Building, Los Angeles 
Forum Building, Sacramento 


Helm Building, Fresno * 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Rev. Edgar Wilson Fair Oaks 

,7. Earl Cook Berkeley 

Melville Dozier, Jr Los Angeles 

Dr. Hubert C. Phillips 1 Fresno 

Dr. Omer Mills San Francisco 


OFFICERS. 

George G. Km well Director of Department 

Carey McWilliams Chief of Division 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Department of Industrial Delations 
Division of Immigration and Housing 
California Building, Ban Francisco 
State Building , Los Angeles 
Forum Building, Sacramento 
Helm Building, Fresno 


To owners or Operators of Auto Camps and Trailer Camps in 
UNINCORPORATED AREAS : 

The Legislature of 1939 passed the Health and Safety Code, a 
part of which regulates the construction and maintenance of Auto 
Camps and Trailer Camps in the Unincorporated areas. The enforce- 
ment of this part was given to the Division of Immigration and 
Housing, Department of Industrial Relations. 

Full information in regard to the application of the requirements 
may be had by either writing to or calling at the offices of the Division 
of Immigration and Housing, Department of Industrial Relations, Cali- 
fornia Building, San Francisco - State Building, Los Angeles; Forum 
Building, Sacramento; Helm Building, Fresno; or at the local county 
■ or district health office. - . . 

2 — 76940 / .■ ' • ( 3 ). V;. - 
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A copy of the part is made a portion hereof and, in addition 
thereto, the following data is given for the guidance of. owners or 
operators in the conduct of auto camps and trailer camps. 

Note. — This part of the Health and Safety Code does not apply 
to Incorporated Cities or to hotels or apartment houses as defined in 
the State Housing Act, but applies to all auto camps, courts and 
resorts catering to automobile transients and Trailer. Camps in the 
unincorporated areas of the State. 

PERMITS. 

Before starting to construct an auto camp or trailer camp or 
reconstruct or add buildings to an existing auto camp or trailer camp, 
a written permit must be obtained from the Division of Immigration 
and Housing. Use application blanks attached hereto in duplicate. 
Fee of $25 is required for all new camps. 

LOCATION. 

1. Every camp must be located on well-drained ground and the 
site must be approved by this Division. Low plains, swamps and wet 
areas must be avoided. 


AUTO CAMPS. 

Living and Sleeping Quarters. 

1. Every building and every part of a building, hereafter erected 
in an auto camp, shall be constructed in a substantial manner. 

2. Do not open doors from toilets or bathrooms into kitchens. 

3. Solid doors and full length partitions must separate kitchens 
from sleeping rooms. 

4. Minimum window space in kitchens, living and sleeping rooms 
is required to be 12 sq. ft. or one-eighth of the floor area whichever is 
the greater. 

TRAILER CAMPS. 

A Trailer Camp comes within 3 classifications and is defined as 
follows : (a) Any area or tract of land on which four or more trailers 
are maintained or used for a continuing period in excess of seven 
days. 

(b) Space is rented or held out for rent to owners or users of 
trailer coaches. 

(c) Or free camping permitted owners or users of trailer coaches 
for the purpose of securing their trade. 

REMOVING OF WHEELS. 

Removing of wheels of trailer coaches in trailer camps except for 
repairs is prohibited. 


TOILETS. 

One water closet must be provided for each 15 persons or fraction 
thereof of each sex. Privies are prohibited. 
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BATHS. 

One bath or shower must be provided for each 20 persons or 
fraction thereof of each sex. 

SLOP SINKS. 

One or more slop sinks must be provided for kitchen wastes. 

GARBAGE DISPOSAL. 

One metal garbage can with a tight fitting cover must be provided 
for every six trailer coaches or fraction thereof. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

An adequate supply of clean water for all the requirements of the 
camp must be provided. Y 

carey McWilliams, chief. 


CHAPTER 60. 

An act to establish a Health and Safety Codes thereby consolidating 
and revising the law relating, to the preservation of the public 
health and safety , including the health and safety of persons, the 
custody and disposition of dead bodies , the safety and protection of 
property ; and matters incidental thereto / and to repeal certain acts 
or parts of acts specified herein . 

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

(These.. general provisions apply to the entire Health and Safety Code of 
which the requirements governing Auto Camps, Trailer Camps and Coaches are a 
part. ) 

1. This act shall be known as the Health and Safety Code. 

2. The provisions of this code in so far as they are substantially 
the same as existing statutory provisions relating to the same subject 
matter shall be construed as restatements and continuations, and not 
as new enactments. 

3. All persons who, at the time this code takes effect, hold office 
under any of the acts repealed by this code, which offices are con- 
tinued by this code, continue to hold them according to their former 
tenure. 

4. Any action or proceeding commenced before this code takes 
effect, and any right accrued, is not affected by this code, but all 
procedure thereafter taken therein shall conform to the provisions 
of this code as far as possible. 
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5. Unless the provision or the context otherwise requires, these 
definitions, rules of construction, and general provisions shall govern 
the construction of this code. 

6. Division, part, chapter, article, and section headings do not 
in any manner affect the scope, meaning, or intent of the provisions of 
this code. 

7. Whenever a power is granted to, or a duty is imposed upon, a 
public officer, the power may be exercised or the duty may be performed 
by a deputy of the officer or by a person authorized, pursuant to law, 
by the officer, unless this code expressly provides otherwise. 

8. Writing includes any form of recorded message capable of 
comprehension by ordinary visual means. Whenever any notice, report, 
statement, or record is required or authorized by this code, it shall be 
made in writing in the English language unless it is expressly provided 
otherwise. 

9. Whenever reference is made to any portion of this code or of 
any other law of this State, the reference applies to all amendments and 
additions now or hereafter made. 

10. “Section” means a section of this code unless some other 
statute is specifically mentioned. Subdivision means a subdivision of 
the section in which that term occurs unless some other section is 
expressly mentioned. 

11. The present tense includes the past and future tenses j and 
the future, the present. 

12. The masculine gender includes the feminine and neuter. 

13. The singular number includes the plural, and the plural the 
singular. 

14. “County” includes city and county. 

15. Unless expressly otherwise provided, any notice required to 
be given to any person by any provision of this code may be given by 
mailing notice, postpage prepaid, addressed to the person to be notified, 
at his residence or principal place of business in this State. The affi- 
davit of the person who mails the notice, stating the facts of such 
mailing, is prima facie evidence that the notice was thus mailed. 

16. “Shall” is mandatory and “may” is permissive. 

17. “Oath” includes affirmation. 

* # # # # # 
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19. “ Person’ 7 means any person, firm, association, organization, 

partnership, business trust, corporation, or company. 

# ‘ * * * * * # 

# * ’ # * =» * # • 

# # * * • ■ ■ # # ■ 

23. “ State’ ’ means the State of California, unless applied to the 
different parts of the United States. In the latter case, it includes the 
District of Columbia and the territories. 

24. If any provision of this code, or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the code, 
or the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances, 


shall not be affected thereby. 

# # * * 

* 

# 41 

& 

* * 

* 

* * 


» • * 


* « 

PART 2. 

AUTO CAMPS, TRAILER 
COACHES. 

CAMPS, 

TRAILER 


Chapter 1. Definitions and Scope. 



18100. “Auto camp/’ as used in this part, means any area “ A uto, 
or tract of land on which buildings or tents used or designed camp ' 
for use by automobile transients are maintained for hire ; any 
space is rented or held out for rent to automobile transients; 
or free camping is permitted automobile transients for the 
purpose of securing their trade. 

18101. “Trailer coach,” as used in this part, means a "Trailer 
vehicle without motive power which is designed for : coach/ 

(a) Human habitation. 

(b) Carrying persons and property on its own structure. 

(c) Being drawn by a motor vehicle. 

18102. “Trailer camp,” as used in this part, means any “Trailer 
area or tract of land on which four or more trailer coaches are camp -” 
maintained or used for a continuing period in excess of seven 
days; space is rented or held out for rent to owners or users 
of trailer coaches; or free camping is permitted owners or 
users of trailer coaches for the purpose of securing their trade. 

18103. “Camp site,” as used in this part, means any por- » C amp 
tion of a trailer camp designed for the use or occupancy of one site/ ' 
trailer coach or camping party. 

18104. In an auto camp, “nuisance” includes any of the “Nuisance.” 
following : 

(a) Any public nuisance known at common law or in equity 
jurisprudence. 

(b) Whatever is dangerous to human life or is detrimental 
to health. 

(c) The overcrowding of any room with occupants. 

3 — 76940 



Exemption. 


Scope of 
part. 


Enforce- 

ment. 


Inspection. 


Abatement 
of nuisances. 


Judgment 
or order. 


Permit 

required. 
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(d) Insufficient ventilation or illumination of any room. 

(e) Inadequate or insanitary sewage or plumbing facilities. 

(f) Uncleanliness. 

.(g) Whatever renders air, food, or drink unwholesome, or 
detrimental to the health of human beings. 

18105. This part does not apply to any supervised public 
park, public camp ground, or picnic ground owned, operated, 
or maintained by any of the following : 

(a) The Federal Government. 

(b) The State. 

(c) Any agency or political subdivision of the State. 

18106. This part applies only in the unincorporated jjreas 
of the State. 

Chapter 2. Enforcement, Actions, and Proceedings. 

18200. The California Highway Patrol shall enforce the 
provisions of this part relating to parking a trailer coach 
overnight near the traveled portions of a public highway. The 
Division of Immigration and Housing in the Department of 
Industrial Relations shall enforce every other provision of 
this part. 

The officers or agents of the -division may enter and inspect 
any auto camp to secure the enforcement of the auto camp 
provisions of this part. 

18201. The owner or operator of an auto camp or trailer 
camp shall abate any nuisance in the camp within five days, 
or within such longer period of time as may be allowed by 
the Division of Immigration and Housing, after he has been 
given written notice by the division to remove the nuisance. 
If he fails to do so within that time, the district attorney in the 
county in which the camp, or the greater portion of the camp, 
is situated shall bring a civil action to abate the nuisance in 
the superior court of the county in the name of the people of 
the State of California. 

18202. In any action or proceeding to abate a nuisance in 
an auto camp, proof of the following facts is sufficient for a 
judgment or order for the abatement of the operation of the 
camp : 

(a) Previous conviction of the owner or operator of the 
camp of a violation of this part which constitutes a nuisance. 

(b) Continued failure on the part of the owner or operator 
to correct the violation after the conviction. 

(e) The violation is the basis for the proceeding. 

Chapter 3. Permits and Fees. 

18300. It is unlawful for any person to do any of the fol- 
lowing unless he first makes application in writing to the 
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Division of Immigration and Housing and obtains a permit 
therefor : 

(a) Commence the construction of a new auto camp or 
trailer camp. 

(b) Construct additional buildings or tents, or reconstruct 
or move existing buildings or tents, in an existing auto camp. 

(c) Construct additional buildings, or reconstruct or move 
existing buildings, in an existing trailer camp. 


18301. In the ease of a new auto camp or trailer camp, puns.fee, 
the application shall be accompanied by: 

(a) A description of the grounds upon which the camp is 
to be constructed. 

(b) Plans and specifications of the proposed construction. 

(c) A description of the water supply, ground drainage, 
and method of sewage disposal. 

(d) A fee of twenty -five dollars. 


18302. Ih the case of an existing auto camp or, trailer same: 
camp, the application shall be accompanied by : * ^mp! ng 

(a) A description of the grounds upon which buildings or 
tents are to be added or reconstructed, or to which buildings 
are to be moved. 

(b) Plans and specifications of the proposed addition, recon- 
struction, or movement. 

(c) A description of the water supply, ground drainage, 
and method of sewage disposal. 

(d) A fee of twenty-five dollars, except when the work 
proposed consists merely of making additions, alterations, or 
repairs on buildings, tents, or equipment. 

18303. Within ten days after the application, descriptions, fcsuancc^ 
plans and specifications, and required fee, if any, are filed and of permlt 
paid, an inspector of the Division of Immigration and Housing 
shall inspect the grounds upon which the applicant proposes to 
do the work for which he seeks a permit. The division shall 
thereafter issue a permit to the applicant if, in its opinion : 

(a) The grounds are satisfactory for the work proposed. 

(b) The descriptions and plans and specifications filed indi- 
cate that the work proposed will meet the requirements of this 
part. 

18304. Every fee collected pursuant to this part shall be Disposition 
paid into the State treasury and credited to the general fund. ofrees ’ 

Chapter 4. Auto Camps. 

Article 1. Construction. 

18400. Every building or tent in an auto camp shall be Generally, 
constructed, in a substantial manner ; and shall provide shelter 
to the occupants against the elements, and exclude dampness 
in inclement weather. 
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Air space. 


Sleeping 
room: Width 
and area. 


Ceiling 

height. 


Partition. 


“Window.” 


Measure- 

ment. 


Area. 


Arrange- 

ment. 


Opening: 
Street, etc. 


18401. There shall be a clear air space under the lower 
floor of every, building or tent in an auto camp. The air space 
shall : 

(a) Measure at least twelve inches in the clear from the 
under side of the floor joists to the ground directly beneath. 

(b) Be inclosed. 

(c) Be provided with a sufficient number of openings with 
screens, lattice work, or similar installations, of a size to insure 
ample ventilation. 

The surface underneath the floor shall be kept clean, and 
shall be free from any accumulation of rubbish, debris, or filth. 

18402. Every sleeping room in any building or tent in an 
auto camp shall: 

(a) Have a floor area of at least eighty square feet. 

(b) Be at least seven feet in width at any point within 
that portion of the room included in computing the minimum 
floor area. 

18403. Every sleeping room and kitchen in any building or 
tent in an auto camp shall have a ceiling height of at least 
eight feet, measured from the finished floor to the finished 
ceiling ; but if the room has a sloping ceiling, the ceiling height 
may be eight feet in only one-half the area of the room. 

18404. Every partition in a building or tent in an auto 
camp separating a room used for cooking purposes from a 
room used for sleeping purposes shall extend to the ceiling; 
or to the roof, if there is no ceiling. 

Article 2. Windows. 

18430. ‘ ‘ Window,” as used in this article, includes a 

French door or window. 

18431. Windows required by this article may be measured 
the full width of the sash. 

18432. . Every living room, sleeping room, or kitchen in every 
building in any auto camp shall be provided with one or more 
windows having an. aggregate area of not less than one-eighth 
the floor area of the room, or not less than twelve square feet, 
whichever is the greater. 

Every bath or toilet room in the building shall be provided 
with one or more windows having an aggregate area of not 
less than three square feet. 

18433. Windows required by this article shall be so 
arranged that at least one-half of their aggregate area may be 
opened without obstruction. 

18434. All required windows shall abut upon a street, or 
a yard or court of adequate dimensions and open and unob- 
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structed to the sky. Required bath or toilet room windows, 
however, may open into a vent shaft at least eighteen inches 
in its smallest dimension and open and unobstructed to the 
sky. 


18435. Any window required by this article may open Koofcd 
through a roofed porch which: porch - 

(a) Does not exceed six feet in depth. 

(b) Has one side and has ends abutting a street, or a yard 
or court of adequate dimensions and open and unobstructed 
to the sky. 

(c) Is so designed and constructed that the side and ends 
are at least seventy-five per cent open and unobstructed 
between the floor and underside of the roof. 

(d) Has a ceiling height of not less than seven feet. 

The open and unobstructed side and ends of the porch may 
be covered with metal screening of at least sixteen mesh. 

If windows in rooms of any building, in existence on August 
14, 1931, which is remodeled, added to, or repaired, open \ 
through a roofed porch, the latter need not meet the require- 
ments of this section. 

18436. In any building in existence on August 14, 1931, tbe 
area of any window opening on a side of the building under August e,lcc 
a car shelter may be counted as required window area if : 14 * 193h 

(a) The shelter is not over eighteen feet in length and has 
a minimum height of eight feet above the ground. 

(b) The window area is not less than one-sixth of the floor 
area in the room. 

(c) The window is so constructed that it gives light and 
ventilation. 

Article 3. Plumbing, Use, and Sanitation. 

18460. One toilet for each sex shall be provided for every Toilet, 
ten units in an auto camp. 

18461. In every building or tent in an auto camp all plumb- riurabins * 
ing fixtures affecting the sanitary drainage system shall be 
properly trapped and vented, and made sanitary in every 
particular. 

t 

18462. It is unlawful to cook and sleep in the same room cooking and 
in a building or tent in an auto camp. 6 eepinE ' 

18463. It is unlawful to use or permit to be used for sleep- Airspace, 
ing purposes any room in any building or tent in an auto camp 
that does not contain at least six hundred and forty cubic feet 
of air space. 

If any room is used for sleeping purposes by more than two 
persons, the minimum required cubic air space of the room 
shall be increased by not less than five hundred cubic feet for 
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each additional person in excess of two that the room is 
designed, built, or intended to, or does, accommodate. 

This section does not apply to tents owned by automobile 
transients. 

18464. Every building or tent in an auto camp, and the 
premises surrounding it, shall be kept clean and sanitary in 
every part, and shall be free from the accumulation of debris, 
filth, rubbish, garbage, or other offensive matter. 

Article 4. Register. 

18480. Every person who owns or operates an auto camp 
shall keep a register in which shall be entered (a) the name 
and address of each guest who is the owner of an automobile 
for which space is rented in the camp, and (b) the make, type, 
and license number of the automobile. 

Chapter 5. Trailer Camps and Trailer Coaches. 

Article 1. General Provisions. 

18600. Any trailer coach from which the wheels have been 
removed, except for the purpose of making temporary repairs 
or placing it in dead storage, is a permanent residence. It 
shall meet all the requirements of the housing ordinances of 
the county in which it is located and of the State housing laws. 

18601. It is unlawful for any person to use, occupy, or 
maintain any trailer coach upon any area or tract of land for 
a period of more than seven days during any one three months 5 
period of time without the permission of the owner or person 
legally in charge of the land. 

18602. It is unlawful for any person using, occupying, or 
maintaining any trailer coach to camp or park it over night 
within twenty feet of the traveled portions of a public high- 
way. , 

Article 2. Camp Sites. 

18625. Each camp site in a trailer camp shall be not less 
than twenty by twenty-five feet in dimensions. 

18626. A trailer camp shall not accommodate any camping 
parties for whom there are no available camp sites in the camp. 

Article 3. Water-closet, Bathing, and Plumbing Facilities. 

18650. If it is impracticable to obtain sufficient water for 
flushing purposes, chemical toilets may be maintained in a 
trailer camp with the approval of the health officers of the 
county in which the camp is located. Otherwise, flush water- 
closets in separate compartments shall be installed for each 
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sex within two hundred feet of each part of the camp. There 
shall be not less than one water-closet for each fifteen, or frac- . 
tional part of fifteen, persons of each sex. 

18651. In every trailer camp water-closets for men shall signs, 
be distinctly marked: “For men”; and water-closets for 
women shall be distinctly marked: “For women .’ ■ 

In . addition, the location of water-closets shall be plainly 
indicated by signs. 

18652. The floor of every water-closet shall be constructed, Floor - 
and shall be maintained in a waterproof condition by the use^ 
of cement, concrete, or other waterproof material. The water- 4 
proof material shall be applied upward on the interior walls 
of the water-closet, to a height of not less than twelve inches 
above the floor. 

18653. It is unlawful for any person to use, or permit the ProhiW t i ' 5n - 
use of, any toilet in any trailer coach located or campeS within 
a trailer camp. 

18654. In every trailer camp, shower baths or other bath- Bathing 
ing facilities with running water shall be installed in separate faclUes ‘ 
compartments for every twenty, or fractional part of twenty, 
persons of each sex. 

18655. The floor of every shower bath compartment shall Fi00r * 
be constructed, and shall be maintained in a waterproof con- 
dition by the use, of cement, concrete, or other approved 
waterproof material. The waterproof material shall be applied 
upward on the interior walls of the compartment to a height 
of not less than five feet above the floor. 

18656. Every water-closet or compartment containing bath- Sanitation - 
ing facilities shall be : 

(a) Kept clean. 

(b) Kept free from obnoxious odors, flies, mosquitoes, or 
other insects. 

(c) Well lighted, and ventilated directly to the outside air. 

18657. There shall he installed in every trailer camp one slop sinks, 
or more slop sinks which shall be : 

(a) Properly trapped and connected with a sewer or cess- 
pool. 

(b) Conveniently located within one hundred feet of each 
trailer coach or camp site. 

18658. There shall he in every trailer camp an adequate Water - 
supply of clean water for all the requirements of the camp. 

The water shall be obtainable from faucets installed within one 
hundred feet of each part of the camp. 
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18659. No dipping vessels or cups for common use are per- 
missible in any trailer camp. 

Article 4. Garbage and Rubbish Disposal. 

18680. In every trailer camp one or more metal garbage 
cans with tight fitting covers, appropriately labeled, shall be 
provided for every six, or fractional part of six, trailer coaches 
or camp sites within the camp. 

18681. All garbage, waste, and rubbish in every trailer 
camp shall be burned, buried, or removed from the premises 
without creating a nuisance, in such manner • as may be 
approved by the health department of the county in which 
the camp is located. Incinerators for burning combustible 
rubbish shall be provided in every camp. 

18682. Any person who uses, occupies, operates, or main- 
tains any trailer coach shall not deposit or dispose of any 
garbage, rubbish, or refuse otherwise than\by burning or 
burying it at a distance more than fifty feet from any public 
highway or road and more than two hundred feet from any 
spring, well, stream, lake, reservoir, or other source of water 
supply. 

18683. Buckets or other suitable receptacles shall be placed . 
in such manner as to receive all water or waste which may be 
deposited from any refrigerator drain, sink,' or waste pipe of 
any trailer coach which is camped, parked, or located within 
the unincorporated area of the State. 

18684. It is unlawful to permit the buckets or receptacles 
to overflow. 

18685. If the trailer coach is camped or parked within any 
trailer camp, the buckets or receptacles shall be emptied or 
their contents shall be disposed of only in a slop sink required 
by this article. 

If the trailer coach is camped or parked elsewhere, the 
buckets or receptacles shall be emptied or their contents shall 
he disposed of at a distance more than fifty feet from any 
trailer coach, public highway, or road and more than two 
hundred feet from any spring, well, stream, lake, reservoir, 
or other source of water supply. 

Article 5. Maintenance and Sanitation. 

18710. The area or tract of land upon which a trailer 
camp is maintained shall be : 

(a) Well drained and graded. 

(b) Kept free from dust. 



18711. Every trailer coach and trailer camp shall be kept sanitation, 
clean ; and shall be free from : 

(a) The accumulation of refuse, garbage, rubbish, or debris. 

(b) An excessive infestation of flies or insects. 

18712. It is unlawful for any person to operate or main- caretaker, 
tain, or cause or permit to be operated or maintained, any 
trailer camp, unless there is a caretaker in the camp at all 
times. The caretaker shall enforce within the camp the pro- 
visions of this chapter governing the operation and mainte- 
nance of trailer camps. 

Chapter 6. Violations.' 

18800. Every owner or operator of an auto camp who Penalty, 
violates any provision of this part relating to auto camps is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

18801. It is unlawful for any person to operate or main- Prohibition, 
tain a trailer camp that does not meet the requirements of this 
part relating to trailer camps. 

18802. Every person who violates any provision of this renaity. 
part relating to trailer camps or trailer coaches applicable to 
him is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceed- 
ing one hundred dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding 
thirty days. 



THE FOLLOWING ILLUSTRATIONS ARE SUGGESTIVE 
AND EXPLANATORY OF THE LAW: 
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CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
SEPTIC TANK AND LEACHING DISPOSAL SYSTEM 

For the sake of brevity, the following notes on septic tanks and 
leaching systems are presented. More complete information on Rural 
Sanitation may be secured by writing for Special- Bulletin No. 56, 
issued by the State Department of Public Health. 

SEPTIC TANK 

1. Location. High up on the property and usually near the dwell- 
ings so as to afford ample space for the leaching system. If in doubt, 
see Local Health Officer. 

2. House Sewer. Make tight, well-swabbed joints. Grade of sewer 
not less than £ inch per foot. 

3. Size.' For family use effective capacity approximately 800 gal- 
lons. Do not skimp on size. Tests show that sludge fills the tank at a 
net rate of approximately 23 gallons per person per year. 

4. Septic Tank Material. Any- reasonably watertight construction. 
Roof or cover to be dirt-tight and odor-tight. Manhole openings in 
roof for cleaning purposes are advisable. \ 

5. Compartment Construction is highly essential. Two compart- 
ments are recommended, the first compartment being twice the capacity 
of the second, and of rectangular construction, with an opening or slot 
at or somewhat higher than mid-depth between the compartments. See 
sketch in text, on dimensions for family use. 

6. Other Features. A minimum of 4-foot depth of tank below out- 
let level is recommended. Effluent takeoff is submerged 12 to 18 inches 
below the water line. Height of roof or cover above water line to be 
sufficient to accommodate the probable scum layer. Place inlet sewer 
so that its invert is approximately 3 inches or more above invert of 
final outlet, so as to lessen danger of scum clogging inlet sewer. 

Septic tanks are nothing more than settling tanks adapted to the 
removal of sludge, grease and scum from liquid sewage. The deposits 
of sludge decrease the available space in the tank at the rate of about 
3 cubic feet per person per year, and in the course of 2 to 5 years the 
tank becomes a poor clarifying medium. When the tank is in need of 
cleaning one may note bits of paper and coarse matter in the effluent. 
In the case of a leaching system which formerly gave no trouble, this 
solid matter will clog up the system and result in sewage overflow on the 
ground. In this case either cleaning is needed or a new leaching 
system is needed, or even both steps may be necessary. 

It is not necessary to inoculate septic tanks to make them work 
properly, though there is no harm in dumping in a couple of buckets of 
well rotted stable manure at the start. The harmful effects of dis- 
infectants, etc., on clarification are probably overrated, especially if one 
uses a septic tank of large capacity. Theoretically such substances as 
grease, oil, disinfectants and brine reduce the digestion of the sludge 
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and hasten the time of cleaning. Yet as a matter of simplicity it is 
better to run all wastes together even though the tank may need clean- 
ing somewhat more frequently. The cleanings must be regarded as 
dangerous and disposed of by burial or spreading in an isolated area. 

In soils in which disposal of effluent is apt to be a serious problem, 
there may be advantage in constructing two separate sewer systems, 
one to receive the toilet waste because it is dangerous to health, and 
the other to receive the remaining wastes. One should then strive to 
make the toilet waste disposal system particularly successful as a pro- 
tection to health. 

Considering all the uncertainties surrounding construction and 
layout of country sewage disposal, it is best to design the septic tank 
along conservative lines. A two-compartment septic tank of larger 
capacity than shown in previous designs is advocated. One may 
feel sure, however, of an effluent containing fewer solids with less 
danger of clogging the leaching system, and of a longer period of care- 
free operation without need of cleaning. ' 

Material for Septic Tank. 

The sketch of septic tank herein shows concrete construction. 
However, any material that can be made into watertight construction 
and that will resist water and the sewer gases may be used ; e.g. red- 
wood or cedar tongue and grooved planks of irrigation heart grade, 
taking extra care to nail cleats or posts in corners, around sides and 
bottom and use a watertight bottom; brick with cement joints; field 
stone; building blocks; precast cement or vitrified clay pipe or cylin- 
ders, etc. However, the tank should provide two or more compart- 
ments and equal the holding capacit}' of the tank shown, which for 
family use holds 810 gallons or roughly 100 gallons per person. It 
is a simple matter to make a redwood or cedar septic tank following 
the design herein. 


LEACHING DISPOSAL SYSTEM 

1. Install leaching trench filter system or a leaching cesspool, or 
both, the choice depending on soil and subsoil formations, depth to 
water table, protection of wells, space on lots, etc. Inquire from Local 
Health Officer as to successful local practice under similar conditions. 
Keep sewage under the ground. Leaching systems always require a 
septic tank of ample size and proper construction for sewage clarifi- 
cation. Even cesspools are benefited by using a septic tank ahead of 
them. 

2. Location . Septic tank effluent can carry typhoid germs; there- 
fore, be careful to place leaching system away from wells, streams and 
gullies, and away from neighbors. See text if in doubt about under- 
ground pollution. Also see Local Health Officer for suggestions or 
requirements on this and on any other points or variations affecting 
the entire system. 

3. Length of Trench Filters . Depends on soil and subsoil. See 
text. Ascertain local practice or make percolation tests. As a rule 
the length for family systems is 20 to 100 feet per person, depending 
on the tightness of the soil. Or the length may be calculated from 
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the flow of sewage to he handled. • One square foot of trench bottom 
will usually absorb from one to four gallons of sewage effluent per day, 
depending on the porosity. See Local Health Officer if in doubt. 

4. Grade of Trench Filter. Light grade approximately 4 inches 
per 100 feet. Very important. 

5. Width and Depth . Width 18 inches or more if ground requires ; 
depth 24 inches unless bedrock or clay interferes; in which case increase 
the width and length of the trench filter. If in a plowed field a 30-inch 
depth is usually neeessarj^. 

6. Filter Rock. After being excavated, pick or loosen bottom of- 
trench, then place a layer of clean, loose rock having ample pore space. 
A good commercial grade is approximatel} 7 14 in. to 24 in. If a thick- 
ness of rock layer of at least 12 inches can not be obtained without 
encountering bedrock or clay, consult Local Health Officer. Oq this 
bed of rock lay a board and upon the board place the row of open-joint 
tile, having not less than 4 inch opening and not more than f inch; 
or use an inverted Y-trough distributor having a board bottom the full 
width of the base and cut large outlet openings in lower side of Y at 
approximately 12-inch intervals. A good rot-proof cedar or redwood is 
recommended. Then carefully surround the tile ( t or the trough) with 
more coarse rock, being careful not to choke the openings, and finally 
cover with fully 2 inches of rock. Then cover with straw, burlap or tar 
paper, to keep dirt from sifting into the bed of filter rock. Finally, 
back-fill with soil or sand to confine odors. 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED ON PLANS FOR NEW AUTO CAMPS. 

Also for Additional Construction and Buildings Moved in Existing Camps. 


DRAWINGS 

No. 1 ; A plot of the camp site showing lot lines, streets, roads and alleys. Streams 
or water courses, if any. 

Location of all buildings, and distance to nearest lot line and distance 
between buildings. 

Location of the water supply. 

Location of septic tanks and effluent disposal; Cesspools. 

No. 2 : Floor plan showing : 

Size of rooms. Locations of doors. 

Windows: Size and location (window area in sleeping rooms and kitchens 
must equal at least $ of the floor area, AND IN NO EVENT SHALL . 
THE AGGREGATE WINDOW AREA BE LESS THAN 12 SQ. FT. 
MEASURED OVER ALL SASH). 

Bath and toilet compartments must have windows of a least 3 sq. ft. 
in area. 

Porches: If roofed, with windows opening onto them — 

Give dimensions: (Porches must not exceed 6 ft. depth.) 

Ceiling height of porches (not less than 7 ft.). 

Show sides and ends open and unobstructed at least 75% measured 
between the floor and underside of roof. 

No. 3 : Elevation plan showing : 

Ceiling height (must be at least 8 ft., finished floor to finished ceiling). 
Height of lower edge of floor joists above the ground (must be at least 
12 inches) . 

Show space under cabins enclosed, ' with sufficient number of screened 
or latticed ventilating openings. 

No. 4 : Public toilets and bathrooms : 

Dimensions— size of compartments. 

Windows — location and size (at least 3 sq. ft. window area). 
Nonabsorbent floors. 

Shower compartments should be curbed and have nonabsorbent walls 
to a height of at least 5 feet. 

No. 5 : Plumbing : 

Every fixture must be properly trapped and vented. 

Note. — Do not open doors from toilets or bathrooms into kitchens. 
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INFORMATION REQUIRED ON PLANS FOR NEW TRAILER 
CAMPS OR ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION IN 
EXISTING CAMPS- 


Unincorporated Areas. 

No. 1: A plot plan of the camp side indicating lot lines, streets, roads and alleys, 
and streams or water courses, if any. 

Location of all buildings, and camp spaces. 

Locatiou of the water supply. 

Location of septic tanks or cesspools, and effluent disposal. 

No. 2 : Floor plan of public toilets and baths indicating : 

Dimensions of buildings and location and size of doors and windows — 
(window area of at least 3 square feet required for each enclosed toilet, 
bath and shower compartment) and -h. of the required window a rep. must 
open for ventilation. 

Floor and wall construction : 

Toilet, bath and shower compartment to be of cement or other water- 
proof material and to extend upward from the floor not less than twelve 
(12) inches, and provide nonabsorbent walls for a height of at least 
5 feet in shower compartment, 
numbing' — Properly trap and. vent every fixture. > 

Note. — The Division discourages the use of slop buckets for the retention of 
drainage from trailer coach sinks and similar fixtures and recommends that all such 
units be directly connected to a camp sewer system with disposal to a septic tank, 
cesspool or regular sewer. Connections from the trailer coaches to the sewer system 
are to be of an approved type. When slop buckets are used operators will be held 
liable for any nuisance caused by their own over-fiowing on the premises. 
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©^iettlturr^-^ai?o in th&ir sssifco porcon® cho Ia?4n3 discredit «poa worthy, '•'; 
• callia^* 1 fen toltft of Etc creator benefit to tboae Sateafostetfl la t&o ;'. y 
real success 'of thoqo calling© than to- as clearly and acci^atsly a# possible- 
' depict its© eoauitioss s&ieh or© obviously oa&ssirabl© aad datrimataX* t&Le 
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individuals csjcoyt . tiioso engaged is .practice© 4©irlaentaL to lap aa4 ..order* 
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Stockton, California, 
February 5, 1940, 




MEMORANDUM TO SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE N. J. L. PIEPER 


On the above date the writer had occasion to interview Mr. Joseph 
0. Gossett in connection with an official matter. He and his brother, Earl 
Gossett, are the operators and owners of the El Dorado Motel, a tourist camp 
at 1700 South El Dorado Street, - Stockton, California. During the early stages 
of the interview Mr. Gossett made -some disparaging remarks concerning the 
Director, to the effect that if Mr. Hoover's ability as an investigator was 
to be judged by an article which he recently wrote for the American magazine, 
that the Director’s ability in his present position is questionable} that 
the article, "Camps of Crime", reflected lack of ability in that information 
purporting to be authentic in the article reflected misinformation and a 
total unfarailiarity with conditions presently existing in the motor courts. 

The writer has not had the opportunity to read the article to which 
Mr. Gossett made reference and the latter was so advised, but told Mr. 

Gossett that his remarks pertaining to the Director's ability merely were 
considered as one man's opinion; that the writer felt sure that any writing 
done by the Director, or sponsored by him, would of necessity be closely 
checked as to its accuracy prior to being published and therefore the writer, 
although having no personal information or experience concerning tourist 
camps upon which /draw, would nevertheless state that whatever was printed 
in any article bearing the Director's name would be found upon review to be 
accurate in detail; that it was realized any article which dealt in a general 
way with so widespread business such as is e ^s presented by the thousands of 
tourist camps in the United States, could/be so phrased as to escape being 
criticised as it is only natural that some of the camps would be properly 
and decently supervised and that the owners of such camps would resent an 
article of a critical nature dealing with motor camps, while other camps, 
not operated or conducted properly, would resent having the truth written 
about them as such would tend to expose the shady operator. 


Mr. Gossett stated he was voicing the opinion of the operators of 
over 500 motor camps, which afe in an association called "Union Motor Courts, 
Inc.", and of which he is president; that criticism of the Director's 
magazine article had no doubt been forwarded to him by Mr. Marcus Clowman, 
Secretary of "United Motor Courts, Inc.", from Dallas, Texas. Mr. Gossett 
said the membership of the association is comprised of honorable, upright 
business men; that he believes his own personal background is jsuch that he 
could not be classed as a hoodlum who operate s| a Jmngldut'ror^IawlVss 'Indiv- 
iduals, such as "Camps of Crime" intimates he .toTjaer, 
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Page 2, Memorandum of Special Agent M. J. Cassidy, San Francisco, California, 
Re: JOSEPH 0. GOSSETT. 


classmate of ex-President Herbert Hoover and is a graduate of Stanford 
University; that he has been a teacher and athletic coach and for twelve 
years prior to 1955 he was principal of Stockton High School; that he is 
a of the Christian Church and is presently in charge of the Red 

Cross/for funds being collected in the Stockton area. He also said that 
for a number of years he has been a very close friend of Sheriff Martin 
Ansbro, of Stockton, San Joaquin County, California; that during his 
carrer as an educator he has handed diplomas to many of the outstanding 
business and professional men in this section of California. 

Mr. Gossett said he would welcome an inspection of the El Dorado 
Motel at any time as he feels it is managed and supervised better than the 
majority of hotels in this area; that there is no bar in connection with 
the Motel and no alcoholics are sold near his camp; that his guests are 
orderly and are for the most part business men, but that occasionally 
persons in the higher walks of life stop at his camp; that the fact he 
has had only six stealings in the seven years the Motel has operated speaks 
well for the honesty of his guests. Mr. Gossett added that the article 
appears to be "landing on an infant industry, and the warning to the public 
advising them to stay away from tourist camps has done untold damage to 
those camp operators who are making conscientious efforts to provide the 
motoring public with clean, decent places to stay at a nominal cost." 

It should be mentioned that Mr. Gossett stated his willingness to 
cooperate at all times with Bureau Agents, although he states he has lost 
some of the high regard he once felt toward the Director and the Bureau 
because of the article referred to, and he further stated that "Camps of 
Crime" has damaged considerably the prestige of the Bureau with experienced 
motor court operators, since they are able to recognize the falsehoods and 
lack of knowledge the article contains; that this fact is certain to reflect 
seriously upon a man whose position is such that he should be able to obtain 
complete, accurate and unbiased facts concerning any matter coming within 
his field of interest. 

This is being brought to your attention immmediately as it is believed 
you will desire to bring the. above matter to the attention of the Director 
for whatever consideration he might deem that the complaint of Mr. Gossett 
merits . 


Respectfully submitted. 


M. J. flZASSIDZ, 
Special Agent. 
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•March' 1, 1940 :. 


Mr . Jerome . L.' Andrus'. ' • • : ' ' 
President 

Tepee Tra lie'. Incorporated / 
Post Office Box 1224 
Portland , Oregon . •. . 

.boar jfc.- Andrus : . V •• • ■■ 


» 




ttlf, 





’ I' have your communication of February 17th. . . 

• ••. I want you to know . I appreciate your eoamendat ion o f my . 
article in the; February .issue of the American Magazine,. 
and sincorely trust that your Council Members will all 
' cooperate in eVofy possible way in eliminating the unworthy 
■morabers of the tourist 'Court vocation and suppressing the-. 

' praoticos that tend to bring disrepute upon the yjorthy; 
members of this calling. My. article wasin tended to be.of 
real service to the tourist camp industry. I trust that' 

, • j ' I* may; succeed in accomplishing this end.,. ' ",• .>• • \ 

; . ' I [ .also note ..the extension to mo of an honorary 

! • charter membership Cn Tepee Trails Hospitality Council. 

V ; * I appreciate this very, much blit, owing to my. official 
: position,;- I found it necessary,, many years v agb>... to . adopt 
' a mile which has prevontsd my accepting any courtesies, of . ; 
T- this ikind. I know' you 'will undorstand the reason and 
i - necessity for. this rule', and I desire to thank you for your, 
kindness ;;and courtosy, , •../ •. . •: ; /• •’ . 

Sihcoroly :; yours; 'i/' V. -. •• 




John Edgar Hoover/ 
Director ' 


v ’ : : : ' 
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• tepee: trails. ikc. 

'Portland , / Oregon' ■ 
• • Feb. 17, 1940' 


Mr. J. 'Edgar Hoover, Chief . ' ' k \\ £ IfO !«» 

^ashi al -fc Bure B u * nvsstigati ° n IS 

Dear Mr. Hoover: . ■ ■ • . ,'T^ • ’ V'-. ■' 

. - 4 - * ■ • ‘ \ *' . \ * c* . 

. ; w ; Vtnf' ?,. Eleased to extend to you an Honorary Charter Member- 
ship omTEPEji TRAILS Hospitality : Council. To be brief and make 
clear our services - we are enclosing the form letter copy that 
accompanies these memberships to those public spirited citizens who 
have acclaimed our services and the endeavors of our associates,, 
These .people have- voiced their appreciation of the quality and high 
standards represented by our organization and have recommended, those 
businesses and services that met with their expectations. Thus' by 
written recommendation only, we are permitted to identify these* 
places and reflect the opinions and preference s.\of these people. 

j-epse TrailSj^-InCo , publishes a folder for each of our four 
Western States. These have listings of these preferred placesand 
are distributed from these places and. through other outlets, handy 
to tourists, travelers and the general, motoring public. 1 iVo have 
■ attached a mako-hp "Dummy" which will he. complete and ready after' 
these recommended places have been checked. Should you like to 
receive copies of these we .will be happy to place your name on the 
list o 

Many of oiir Council Members have voiced their sincere' 

; appreciation of your article in the February' Issue of the^American 
■ aga £i?-l WQ vjish t0 extend the hearty . congratulations ofHDur' ' 
entire organization with theirs, . and to offer our cooperation should 
we be. of some assistance 0 

Knowing that you are a very busy man, . never- the -less, ; we 
solicit your comments and will 'greatly appreciate any suggestions you 
will want to offer, vie are . • . . . 

; Courteously yours, 


" . TEPEE TRAILS, INC. • ' - S-. 

JEROME L.IaIIDRUS ‘ - 

■ 

& \&(£ ■) t \ A f 

■ • . w* 4mmm m*m - ■ I — r - ■ —i i ■ -n sr;fT? v f 

. •'■£. I tc-.; •'•••'r r if-A'TroK' . 

; :••' i : -• V'cSMM ‘*' 0 $ ■' ■ 

- ■ ' ' ; ' V r:- ; # : ;,i 

1 % #*■ :V/V 


ORIGINAL. FILED H 



I- 


>. . °opy. - de 


i / . ■*• ■ . < / \t-' . . ’ *’ 

TEPEE TRAILS INCy .. . 

Portland , Oregon 



INVITATIONAL FORM LETTER -SENT TO THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN- ; 

' : - RECOMMENDEE BY" OUR HOSPITALITY COUNCIL. . : .. . ’ *"• ■ " - 


- Several of your grateful patrons have advised our , ' .• 

organization that both' you and your business 'reflect those csrf- •; ' 

. v tain courtesies and qualities that .are most surely appreciated.' 

by the Travelers, Tourists, Vacationists and the General, Motoring' " J\ t - .-. 
, - • ' Public loth here and. elsewhere* : ' . - ; . ■ . v.. . ./•" 'V ; ; ' C?;': * 

. ■ In taking the time to inform us of these • qualifications ' . 

- they fejpl that you to may desire', to have many others 'khoViT these ’ . 

1 facts*.. We .believe you will wish to cooperate with; us and our / ■ 

■■ ' associates in reaching and directing this 'fast growing cash business . - ; ' 

Y- OK its WAY to BUY 5 . . .'V, .. ■ Jv\ _ , ...p*' 

Theso'Vacation'ists and. Tourists to our Pacific Northwest - •' 

' ' > Wonderland , who are a part of -the. vast motoring public wereach- 

- left from'. $15 j COO , 000 to' nearly '$83,000,660 in each, of our four 

northwestern states last year.; To: this may well be added - the ; P 
amounts spent each day by .the Commercial Travelers and General , 
fcotefring . Public. Such; a fast f rowing industry naturally appeals , 

- : to those not yet, in this field who desire- to share in this 'pp^. 

' business, so with this in mind , may we ask the courtesy of ah inter- 
• - view with ourselves or one of !our bonded- representatives' when in '. • ' . p 

: ; ' . your vicinity very . soon? We wish to verify the : opinions. of our _ 

. . ’ ' - v informants and at the same time .outline to you personally - the prograid 
■ of our associates o' - .. ; • 

Assuring you of . our mutual aims and purposes, and 
trusting that we may e xtend to- you^ the invitation of our entire 
organization, we wish you a prosperous 1940 Season -and a ; continue 
• • ’ : ution of your fine service : . - ' • , 

- . -i ,. ■ Courteously, yours,,' .... 






TEPEE'. 1 TRAILS INC/’ 


' ■ .. r PORTLAND OREGON. ■ . '.. 

THIS FORM LETTER IS SENT ACCOMPANYING THE MEMBERSHIP 
. CARD. SENT TO -THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED TO US TO 
-BECOME CHARTER HONORARY MEMBERS OF OUR' 
HOSPITALITY- COUNCIL 

Dear Sir:. - V- ... - 


During the past years our many tourists, vacationists and 
visitors' have left millions’ of dollars in our State qf Oregon. It . 

is true - these, travelers and -visitors have been denied - through 
the absence of a carefully designed program that vital information 
so necessary in -making their- vacations really enjoyable / . There-' is 
no reason why every- traveler shouldn’t enjoy every second of his 
wandering in Oregon State by being assured "In Advance"- regarding 
his accommodations, 

- It is- the purpose of Tepee Trails and the .aim of our associates 
to properly guide this ever-increasing flow of Cash' Dollars to those 
best qualified to better sdrve and reflect the True Spirit of Western 
Hospital-ityV ' We plan to .prolong the stay of our visitors and guests , 
by furnishing together with this much needed service — directions- 
and information pertinent to the Matchless Beauty, Scenery, Fishing, . 
Hunting and Vacation Spots personally recommended by "those who Know,” 

In short --our sincere objective -is to "Reach these Cash' 

Customers on their Way tp Buy". - selling True Western Hospitality 
by identifying the preferred accommodations through a planned system 
of examination,' and furnishing a specially designed medium of these V 

qualified and correlated places, is pur plan. . • - • 

We are happy to extend to you as an Oregon Booster an Honorary 
Charger Membership on Topee Trails Hospitality Council for 1940 , 

Our hope, in presenting you with this membership is that you voice 
your appreciation of the fine services you receive at the "SIGN OF 
THE TEPEE* and 'cooperate Mth us, in reprommending to -our organiza- 
tion^: those Dining and Lodging places your preference may select „ 

With the hope .that the true impressions Of Oregon’s Attrac- 
tio'ns and Accommodations will' influence the trend of this tourist 
’industry* we are . . ,. - . b \ >. ■ . V 

. • Courteously yours, . ' • 


■„ •> ' TEPEE TRAILS, IND. 

A:A - . "Associated to Serve" 
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- v ;v . , 433 . Oorth Lakeviot? ,brivQ r 
•• • &or|da • 4 - i 

$’■ . Dear. By loy !• : 

’ • ; For yoUr'.inforb^tiPn X cay^aacnifctiiig 

herewith copies of additional. coaroniicatiORo and *• 
J., ., thereto^.' TQ^uti^o -.^o ^0;oriiclO''lQ ; ’ •.•••••* 

. ' ' | v ‘ i .■•■' •. .•' / thoMkt erican Eia«asino eoncerning^iiript 'cOapaV'.- 

’’ J&oee letter^ areTfroid tho- £Oiloi^gr7r^r^“" T *rv-- . 


; : 'TV.:' 


^California totoccnr t ‘ Ansociatiod, • dated 3 enuary , ,• •’ 
31»X940»/Qnd; 


.•••• f . Or.' ?.l. OpMaiio, T<x3,o$oe,. Soijth Carolina* dated 

V ' vT : ‘ ‘ ; V. V 

.' . ; .V. ; ; . . '• ■- J ; ;■'■ ..'5viWlM{3t V3 iefeOO, ; ; ' ' ;•••'• *.,- ...’ 

‘ . V'VV: ; • V^Y V- •■ - : •• V : " -v- V: ..Cordially,-.: y •••■■*;;. V-V. Y.;': 


•> , 


Jvv ■! 


,-r 


Boclosureo 



Mr; Quinn Tamm 
.^Tour Room 
: j Mr. Tracy 


Miss Garidy^ 



• V %. A | VgYD| 



'• •’ :.'/ r 0 *'W* ... ... 
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February 7, 1940* 


Hr. Courtney Rylsy Cooper 
433 North Lakeviow Drive 
Sabring,-. Florida 


t ' V 

i \ 
y y> 



Dear-fiyloys ' . .. _ 

g / For your infornation t an tranp- 
n/ herewith a copy of & further coa- 
srcion datM 'Janutiry 30th, froa Hr. 

J Hanson, Santa Barbara, California, 
live to the article in the February 
of th^Anorican ll&gasine, concerning 
gfc caisps . A copy of ny reply to fir. 
n"£® uiso enclosed.' 

$ith boot t&ehooy ao always, ■ 

..... Cordially, . 




/: v' 
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•'•••• ; /: February 23," 1940 ; ! 


Bhv Albert J. Blaher ' 

540 South Sen Pedro Street 
Los ;Ahgel©s, California 



Mr. To Ison 


Mr. E. A. Tamm 


Dear Hr. Blaher: 


* X hove your,, communication of Febniary; ; , 

15 tii# advlolng of lettorB received by you froo members 
• of the De Luxe Motor Courts of America,' expressing 
disapproval of ay .article entitled "Camps of Criao,® ; 
appearing in the February issue of 'the .American - 

Hagasine. ' . N • v •;/. V / ■ 

.• ' ■ ' . 1 regret ■ that the article in question; • . 

. received the disapproval of your.; aesbers^ It was 
'•'.written' with &' view to pointing out certain evil 
conditions which indubitably bad st . . ; It -was thought: 
that any action of this kind would receive, the . commenda- 
tion, rather than otherwise, of those., in terbsted in 
purging the. ranks of motor cbuH operators of those ' 
individuals who brought criticism upon the vocation,' ee . 
a tbolo, I do not believe that any good objective can 
ever be. obtained closing our oyea to known existent. 

; evils. It is oy- opinion that the article in question 
will behof it those engaged in the proper conduct of 
'auto courts* . ; • . " • . 


;C\ 

v^y 


' c 

\ ’ 
T\ 
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Sincerely yours, 


Mr. Oof fey 
Mr . Egon 


■ - 


'rr 


■ Q lavln ' v' ' 'v< ‘ \ 

"° rto h ~~ . • " •• l > * : A- f '-'-John Edg, 

' Mr. Lester. • • V ' / . ’ C fcj . ■ ft’.: I'S-*?'’"* ’ V ■ ftl 

ffr oil •• 


Mr. Lester 

: ■( , . • 

Mr. Hendon 


Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Mr. Wcmtiro ______ ' ' : •:[ ~ y 

- . a., wich./ ... fg&gg fl j , , BUR t ^' :ey]j. Ryley Cooper, bnd ' : . ■ 1 

• ffi-O s som { uiidsr s.ep. cov) ■ 

> Mr.. QutrfnfTemm ‘ l .' , ^ *. ./ * .. *• ' • ’• * .* ’ J « 

, Tour* Rooml ^ ^ '* ; ’ ** ’ r \ * ♦ . ‘ . ' *r ' . * », 

\ \ - s' ■ *.' ‘ • * . -■ . *. . a 

Efe V.‘. '. . ■; ■ 


•• 


Mr.iiTraCy 







DE LUXE MOTOR COURTS 

♦ ♦ OF AMERICA ♦ ♦ ♦ 


SUPERIOR COMFOR 

k 


PUBLICATIOM OFFICE: 540 SO. SAM PEDRO STREET 


LOS AMGELES, CALI FORM IA 


Albert J. blahar 

Gen. Mgr. Coast-to-coast Division 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

James g. Volkstorf 
Manager eastern Division 
7115 SOUTH TALMAN AVENUE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


February 15 , 1940 


\ 





Mr. J. "Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Your article ^Camps of Crime", appearing In the 
February issue of^Amerlcan Magazine, has brought us 
letters of protest from many of our De Luxe Motor Courts 
members. . f "" 

we heartily disapprove of this article as^the 
Impression It conveys to the average tourist is/very 
unfair to motor courts such as those represented by the 
De Luxe organization. 

Our members are carefully selected after a personal 
visit by one of our representatives. The motor courts 
selected are of the highest standards, and we are sure are 
always ready to co-operate with the law in every respect. 

We trust that you will see fit to correct the 
impressions given by your "Camps of Crime" article, in a 
future issue of the American Magazine. 


cv 

r s 

O, 
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X \ 




Very truly yours^ 



Mgr. Coast to Coast Division 
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& 
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{federal bureau of investigation! 

5 FEB 19 1940. 
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' > February 14* 1940 

• V) ) ' . . ... ’ • •••' 


i , . . ..- •• . . .. ■■ _ .. ••• •: • . 

Ur# Courtney Ryley^Coopor C m.; •• 

• • : 43^^or^'I^eviot? -Drived ... 

V Sebriag, . Florida . : 

. Dear Eyley# . . • ' ' 

F>-r your information X an transmitting 
horotdth a copy of a nonorandun, dated February 
•5th, prepared toy Special Agont U# J« Cassidy, of 
this Bureau, mth regard, to hie conversation rrlth 
Ur. Joseph Oyn3oBs ett> ovater of the El Dorado Hotel, 
StoOkton^ ^CaXirorh±cr,---rel&tIvo to the article 
appearing .in the American.. .Sagasine. . A copy of a 
letter nhich I addressed to Lit, Gossett is also 
enclosed.,' , 
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■\ • Ad of possible interest ” fh connection 

the ariiclo on • racketeering I cts enclosing c ■ ; 

sumrmry nemo randuri. dealing with the activities of * 

‘ '%oi&berc ■<>/■ fh^Fkiietgh L f a nuf cctcrD s Incorporated p ••.■.-• ; , 
who were convicted for harboring Shaping end Duchalter P 
j which' X thought night bo of {interact kp you*' 

•" , _ , ;; ilith beet loiohoQj, ' - > . 

; v . . ' Sincerely y 
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Miss Candy 
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■ March 37, 1940 




Mr, Courtney By lay Cooper 
Boon 1004, The Jeylin ' 

54th Street and Madison Avenue 
Maw York, IJCto Torlv :•. V ' ._ v * 

^ . - *Jtr - ' ’ 

Dear dhjleys • 


• In accordance pith your request I an . 
very happy to set forth the policy which me have 
followed in connection with the enforcement of -the . 
r/kitc Slave Traffic Act „ 


This Act, 
in 191 Oj end vao di 
traffic in women fo 
Court decision in t 
a rather broad into 
■ that, it applied to 
in interstate comma 
the concubine or mi 
Court further .held 
be for the purpose 
no r accompanied nit 
gain therefrom*' 


as yo u ut 1 1 recall 3 was pa seed 
reebed at curbing the interstate 
r commercial purposes .... A Supreme 
he famoiLC CavJnetti case placed 
rp rotation upon the Act » holding 
the transportation of any woman 
roe for' the purpose of becoming 
stress of the transporter. The 
that the transportation need not' 
of commercialised prostitution 
h the expectation of pecuniary 


Regardless of this dec is i \ 


it has long 


—freeh ike .policy of the -Federal Bureau of Xnvesti- 
- — gationy -and Certainly this is the case since my 
1 — appointment as Director in 1924, to investigate 
. on ly cases wherein the element of commercialisation 
——was present , or in extremely aggravated cases ouch 
— &e those involving a fraudulent overreaching or 
——involving previously chaste or very young women or 
— jgirlSf or. when Biate laws arc inadequate in cases 
involving married persons, deserting . young children . 


a/n 


<!* 7 
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OCT 3 0/?%3 


Ml 99 Gandy 




Mr '., *••• Courtn ey Ryle y Co oper 
Page Two ... 

March. $7, 1940 ; • 


V . , J realize only too. well that the factor 

of blapknail has undoubtedly motivated come con- , 
plaints.' . In those situationa, however , we are very . . 
careful in accepting cases for investigation, and 
we will not touch a case where the element of black- 
.mail is present if we are cognizant of it. As a ; 

■ ' batter of fact, there have been cases where we have 

been able, to prosecute those who attempted to work 
■the ’ blackmail- schemes-. '-.:- . ' //. • 

The enforcement of the 1/hi ie Slave -Traffic 
Act has. presented Several perplexing- problems . To 
./ .begin with, . I have always felt that local law. enforce - 
• . neat agencies must constitute the first -line of 
V ' defense against the ' criminal element .and that - the -■ 

,, Federal agencies should be used only in cases 'where 
1 the local authorities- are not able to cope with 
; ; ; ' crime problems by reason of the fact that the - .• 

: • criminal's are operating in interstate commerce on a 
nationwide basis. Undoubtedly you will recall that 
I. have constantly opposed the idea of a national 
police force, the. objections to which are many and 
■' the benef its few. - - V .. •• •; •' . " ' • V 

• Certainly, the handling .of ■ investigations 

involving violations of the T/hite Clave Traffic Act 
are not pleasant, but despite my personal feelings: '■ 

; : wo have no other choice- -.but to enforce the ilhite 

Slave Traffic ' Act as long as it- remains on. the 
statute boots.- In this connection I want to point 
■ out' : that we . never investigate ouch, cases except. - : 
6hore there has been a definite complaint and the 
...information advanced has. pointed to © definite. ' . . 

; violation of the Act. In such instances wo would 
be derelict in our duty did we not secure the facts 
: .and present, them to the appropriate prosecuting 

.p officials of the '-Department of Justice for decision. . 
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Mr* Courtney By ley Cooper 
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March 27, 1940 . /-.• 


V\ .• \ ■ 

/<T; 


. \ i to enclosing a Qdpu of /a. which 

J ©rote to Captain JV £f. t fee > Tnrfe:- 

Daily Mews on September IS, 293?, wherein 1 outlined 
; c . • . our position with reference to the Uhtte' Clave 
. V / Traffic Act* 

.*4^ • W -. : ; -• 

<5' J ' ’. In the ' event you have any other inquiries 

1? I hope you will not hesitate to call them to ny: :‘- 
' attention * ■ • . . '/ • 


•t<} *o 4 * 


¥ith best mi she s and hi nd rega rds 
• Sincerely , 




Enclosure 
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Hr. Sumner Blossom 
-Editor, American Magazine 
250 Park Avenue 
New York, New York 



Dear Mr. Blossomt 

I thought you might be interested in 
reading the enclosed copies of a letter and news-, 
paper clipping which have been received from the 
Past Michigan Tourist Association , Bay City, 
Michigan, relative to steps being taken by that 
Association to correct conditions existing in 
tourist camps. 

Pith best wishes and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours. 



'-*V 
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~ u 
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; February 27 ff 1940 


{,- Hr.- Franb: Davis : ' •" 

I - Assistant Secretary • ... i 

t East Michigan Tourist - Association f 
f . log Office,. : y.- 

’> Bay City,- tlichigan'. ' 4 ’ .. ... 



Deer. Hr.-- Davis* 




I. have your cosaimicction of Fobrucory £ 0 th end 
•taa glad to note your approval of ay articlo in the February 
issue of the. Affiarioan Hagaaiba. .;r ' 

• - r , It is a source of very great pleasure to find that 

the leaders of the progressive tourist ceap associations recognize 
co clearly the necessity for eliminating the undesirable element© 
in this vocation. It has been ay very definite idea that thd \ 
purging of conditions euch ns those reflected in ny article uould 
serve to. place the tourist camp vocation upon an oven sounder 
foundation and prove of reel benefit t materially and otheraioe, 
to those devoted to th© ideals of thoir profession* . • . ’ 

At the present time I cia usable to afford you any . 
.aoro definite suggestion s a but I. want you to feel that if I can bs 
- of cay service to you I shell doea it o favor to have you advise - . 

mo in do tell. I feel cor tain that your efforts. will bo of benefit 
3 not only to the noabors of your organisation but to the cpainunitico 
they serve so uell. ' . '•'•••, v , • 

/' . Sincerely yours, V ->| / 



John Ed^ar Hoover 

i'JjO-' 4 J’ ' . ■ ■ . ; 

Edgar-. Hoover - . 

V c Director . . . v"' 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover S^r l. 

U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I Mr. C 

We read with considerable interest your blast at | Tour 
tourist cabins printed in the AMERICAN” magazine. | A<ini 


Mr. Glnvi.ft r J 

Mr. Karho — 


| Mr. Lester 
, Mr. Hendon*. 


| M?. McJr.ti^e ..... 

i * Mr. Niches 

Mr, P.ose'n — — 

Mr. Tamm 

Tour Room 


We have been trying for many years to work out a 
solution to the problem through Legislative Act an< 
by other methods. 


j IvW. Files 

i Mr/Trucy - 

] Mil* 

I V 


k You are absolutely correct. However, I do believe I 

that immorality is much less likely to occur in 
thinly populated resort sections than in the tourist 
cabin groups nearer larger cities. 

One of our cabin operators ’ refuses admittance to 
persons whose license plates indicate that they are 
less than seventy-five miles from his place. It seems 
to work out all right. 

We have talked to various law enforcement officials, 
and they do not seem to know what to do about it. 

However, we have started a campaign in a minor sort 
of way to improve conditions by requesting all our 
members to sign a witnessed statement | to the effect 
that they conform to accepted standards of sanitation, 
decency, cleanliness, and the laws of It he State of a 

^Michigan. RECORD® & INDEXED; 

proof is furnished that they do not comply,- we • 
d rop them as members of our organization and 

refuse to recommend them. - prr" po jg i; < 

If you have any suggestions to make k* •• 
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Mr. J. Edg^r Hoover 
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February 20, 1940 


the situation, we would be pleased to hear from 
you. 

I am enclosing a clipping from the local paper. 


Yours respectfully. 


Frank /-Davis 
Assistant Secretary 


FD/m 

Enclo sure 
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THE BAY CITY TIMES 


Convene 

Seeks to Better 
Resorts’ Ratings 

EiM.T.A. Plans to Com- 
bat Adverse Publicity 

’The East Michigan Tourist as- 
sociation Tuesday started a cam- 
paign to combat adverse publicity 
which resort hotels and tour&t 
cabins have received during the 
past year. * , 

The program, according 'to- T. F. 
Hurston, secretary - manager, *is 
.aimed at "raising* the. standards of 
\ all resorts in this area and insur- 
I ing tourists of finding the best pos- 
sible conditions.” 

‘Tuesday, J. W. Bussey, of Mio, 
field representative for E.M.T.A., 
began calling on all members of 
the organization in an effort to 
o'btain witnessed statements that 
each member will keep his estab- 
lishment in conformity with ‘‘ac- 
cepted standards of sanitation, 
decency, cleanliness . . . and the 
laws of the State of Michigan*” 

A recent article by J. Edgar 
•Hoover, head of the U. S. Depart- 
i ; ment of Justice, in a nationally- 
circulated magazine, branded tour- 
; ist cabins as "hotbeds” of crime 
and immorality, and other recent 
t publicity has pointed to alleged 
sanitary conditions in Michigan 
summer resorts. 

Failure to comply with the 
standards set up by the association 
will mean relinquishing membff- 
\§hip, Marston said. 

• "We hope that we can play ,a 
pert in making conditions in Mich- 
igan as ideal_ as , possible for tae 
•tou'nst,” he added/ *** 




*&&$h**- 

tit 






\ 


o ' J<L 

^ /f — 3 ~ k ” o2 o — G't "f 



N : CSH-yh 


' . 

... V* 


4 Y* V‘ V * 




# 


« 


y/ •' * 
i- : ]V*r , 

' W ■ V Y- 


'• j'; ’ ;,Fobi*uca’y 14 * X 940 


y V; ; *. • A ; >£•' , i vV . . 

■• •■■■ ■ ■V-ic.f.v ■ 




r-’-- 


V V;\> 




bv-’ 


■ - -Hr# Suianor Bloseoo 
Editor. 

V?' i tocrle an fegapine ' 
25 Q Parle Avcmo - 
XorU City • • •' 

Dear 2Hr* KLopsoat 


, ; For yow?t.inforraation 1 ea iraneoitting 
. horcviith a copy & a mcnorandurj, dated/^ebruary . .7. 

; 5th, propcrod m Special Age titK. 3 +p aoaidyof 
this Bureau, M&hr regard to his coiwm^ation v/ith . 
v fur^osoph 0 <®oi?sstt, o vravr of Dorado Hotel* 

Stockton, California, relative to m© articlo •’ ' 

appearing in the American Uoganino. A copy of a 
letter thich I ©d<lroac©4 to t$r*- Gosoett la also ' ■ • 

■ enclosed, ’ 1 


«itii beot. aiebeo, 

: Cordially,,' 
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Mr,, A, H.- Castor ' / T 

724 Maple. Street 
Manchester, New Hampshire 

Dear Mr. Castor: 


January 31, 1940 

J r \ P O'*?, 


I have your' communication of January 26th and note ’ 
therein the establishment by you of a "tourist facilities 
/ service," in connection with tourist homes and cabins. I' 
desire to thank you for advising me relative thereto. 

With regard to your off si? -to place youp services 
at the disposal of the Federal Bureau of Investigation as 
a "part-time operator, " please be advised that all of the 
personnel of this Bureau are employed fullitime and cannot . 
devote any of their services to any. other vocation or activity*' 
The- qualifications for appointment are set out in the enclosed. 

. article. . ' . . . . . ; ..- 

' - Sincerely yours, - 


John Edgar, Hoover' 
Director 


Enclosure 
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■ ■ • 724 Maple Street, v 

Manchester., ,N.ji. ' 

: ' . January 26, 1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of • Investigation 
Washington, D.- C., 


IJW ■ 











Dear Mi*. Hoover: ; V ;. ■- - ■- 

.> 'aA;'- A/Sjfs^fe 

., I read with interest your, article, j^"C.amps. of Crime" In 
the current^^erican.'^For some time, I have c6hsidhred > gettihg in 
touch with you regarding the potential value of my set-up to FBI. 

Upon reading your article, - I felt impelled to write. • ; ' ' 

There is now being established( initially in New England) ; • 
a (tourist facilities service) which should improve the standards' 
of tourist homes and cabins. As. manager for New Hampshire and 
Vermont , I- am now .establishing a field force] of salesmen, and •) 
inspectors 1 , which will, submit reports to me on tourists' accomo- 
dations in these two states A Also you will be interested. to note 
’.from the, enclosed sample registration . forms that, operators fran- 
chised -by us will, be' required -to record State auto license numbers.: , 

•V , I shall, ,of course, be glad, to cooperate in any way possible 
with FBI. Also if .you . have need for a part time operator, in this ' 
region, I should like you- to ^investigate ray eligibility., ,. 

Until my resignation, in 1938,... I- spent 14 years with : 
one ’of the. largest American- radio companies, successively as 
engineer,.' Eastern service manager and national product sales J. 
manager. ' I know- how fto cooperate, and also how to keep my mouth 
shut. I was- educated at the local high school, Norwich University ; 
(where I acquired some facility with .spall arms) and. M, I. T. .1 - 
|eigh 182 : pounds, am active and athletic and approximately 5' 10" tall, 

.' I shall be glad to, give, further data, , provide references • . . 
and , if desired, go to.' Washington for ah' intervievi- •• /* 
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- ' Very ' truly yours , 

; A.- ,u||castor/s/ ‘ ' ». ' •• 
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. . Honorable Jakes E, IS 
United States Senate 
tJashingten* D* C* 

. t3y dear Senator *•• . 


Fobrsaasy 3, 1940 '••'• 


S 1151 sibs) 


OATEi 


" ■; I have by reference from too Attorney General your, ecsanihi- . 
cation of January 29th, transmitting a letter received by you under 
.date of January X9th fren 32r* Mil B* Holbein, Executive Secretary' .;\ 
©f too Uontaso Cabin Gasp Cbacrs Association, ISalidpbXl, Gontcno, • I 
. - coaplainlag about an article urittsa by e© ^Mcb c^peared. to th© " 
February issae of ifeer lean nagossiBo, entitle ^Cot^s of Crteo*” : 

■ I feoliovG toai 'too .proper, vior? io’, not -being taken of this. 

. • article by your eorrospondoni.^. A cursory reading of it till- indicate • 

' that it is act a . « coarse libcl n upon .the tourist. camp oraaors of tbo 
■ / / '■ • Stoto of Hoatano^'or ary otoer State, but specifically' states that : 
H 0f earorso, there arc hundreds of tourist eanpe rain by honest, dert, ' 

. ' • “ civio-sii^edvpQaESohs .•too hsv© asd© heavy iwestsaotc .in this hscr ' ;, r ‘ •*' 
••:• . : : baainoso* fe'thb'so, too FedoraltSuresa of •Investigation asrtefeda its 

gratitude.. for -their ■erholebcarted cooperation in toe captura of badly. . 
/. touted fffigitivcs>C; In too fesob article there is - alo© a stsfccnont to. • 
.••. • If" toe effect toot a lam Esforcoasnt, voxteSag in conjunction MLih too ,r 
. /J ©snore of honest estafelishnento, hao a definite /responsibility 

.' eutlssr th©' renegade tourist ear^*®. fho latter steteEssat, it is ■ 
believed, is • indeed toe iteyaoto of the -entire ' article.* ' ‘ . ' * 

.' I nay soy that' several- ecaploihto have been resolved frea • 
at. ' .. to urist casp owners of too eons general 'tenor as that .toanenittaSby 

■or, not**, _ — i^ou. On toe other hand, a considerable smofesr of eossmnieations'hGvo;. 
nr. »• a ; T.m«. , ..feoon received vritten in:'p - highly ccsMeMatory -vein cos^erning to© 

». cio 0B _____crtieX©, and particularly' 1 ref orriug to toe good that Mil accrue, not. 
car, uad on ly to loe enforcsiant officers, bat to, toosQ'iBdivid^lg engaged in': . 

or. cue op erating tburlstobGaas J th6so business' and reputation have suffered 
dr. ' gnen fr on the laslty and evil ccpdltidsS surrounding the resorts: operated 

p, r ;. c , oy ,„ by those v?ho as*© a discredit' to this vocation* It is difficult, to see • 

Mr.^crowi hOCT the wording of . to® article, as indicated in', tho foregoing, eeaM’ ' 

.a,. MdrtK.'" ’ goto cssplieitly rocogaiscd. the constructively ni’eScd persons' vh© 

• n operate legitimato .eac^js, • It-is believed tost toe legitisato ; tourist ' 

. ' • emps &3VO not' only not feeSn dOEagc^, but toe article, in -Question boo \i 


jeen and 


jsnofit t© these*. 
ONS SECF.,a. * 


ttr. Quinn Tamm 
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• ■' P. M. • • . ' / 

■fEOESAt BUREAU of investigation, Z 
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Honorable Janes E. Murray - 2 - • February 3, 1940 

Nothing would appear tobe ofgreater benefit to those inter- 
ested in the real success of these callings than the elimlnationof 
those unworthy end criminally inclined Individuals who bring discredit 
upon decent, law-abiding citizens — not only discredit, but financial 
loss*, I believe that the few who now coraplain of the bad effect of 
this article will at no distant date recognise that ranch good has been 
done the tourist camp industry by calling attention to the evils that 
have sprung up before all tourist caraps are adversely affected ttierSby. 

I recognise, of course, tiiat there can be and will be differ- 
ences of opinion in connection with all matters of this kind* I, however, 
wrote the article for no other purpose than to point to conditions that 
were undesirable, in order that improvement might be effected and law 
enforcement be benefited thereby* It is not believed that a governmental 
official should be denied the right to attack existing evils through the 
press* This I have done* There may be scene question as, to the extent 
or prevalence of these evils, but that they exist is, I think, well known 
to all of US* . . /»'• .. . 

I am returning for your files, in accordance with your request. 
Hr* Holbein* s letter* '■ 

With kind regards, . 

\ • . Sincerely yours, . ( " 

■' Bo&'p&iF. '■ • 
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COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION AND LABOR 


January 29, 1940 
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Dear Hr. Attorney General: 

I am sending you herewith a letter which 
I recently received from Montana complaining about 
an article supposed to have been written or dictated 
by Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. It would seem to me that the article 
in question constitutes a very unjust attack on the 
tourist camps of the country. 

Montana, being an important center of 
recreation, has a great many of these tourist camp 
establishments. I am personally very familiar with a 
great many of them and I j can personally testify that 
they are conducted on a very high order of decency 
and morality. Magazine articles of this kind would 
have a tendency to deter tourists from stopping at ■, 

fthese establishments and therefore this article is 

Y O' p- 

f j+ery injurious to the Industry. 

I don't understand why Mr. Hoover should 


Mr. BIcIutiro ^ 

Mr. ITichote . 

JLlv. Rosen 

Sir. Quinn Tamm 

Tour Ho ora 

Jrlr. Tracy 

Miss- G^udy 
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<T devote his time and efforts to such propaganda. I'. 

believe he is paid a vbf^iiFg^ sal^r^l'or ^d^r e^ini^ <8^$^ &<?})( 
the Bureau of Investigation and I see no reason whj^ 
he should be pennitted to enrich himself by articl< 

/yv 

of. this character designed to destroy a legitimate -a*-. 



2 


industry. It seems to me that he should be required 
to undo this injustice to the tourist camps of the 
country. To charge the tourist camps of the United 
States as "camps of crime" is an unjustified slander, 
but to be paid for doing such a thing would appear to ■ 
me to be bordering on the criminal. ; 

My constituent, as you will observe, has i 

.i 

asked me to investigate this matter. I wish you 
would advise me if anything can be done to stop such 
a practice and to correct the evil which has been done 
in this particular case. I will appreciate your con- 
sideration of the matter. 

Kindly return Mr. Holbein's letter for my 

files. 


remain 


With kindest personal, regards, I beg to 



Honorable Robert H : . Jackson 
The Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 


Enclosure 
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v •' January . 31 , : 19£Q . 
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ik' r ' : v 'll©.' ^ ^ 

?• “r. Courtney Ryley . Cooper- ,; U^\vwvrA ■' 

433 North ^akeview Drive ; ‘ ■ -"'l!/ ' ' ' • 

Sebring, Florida .'• . wH* ; ^ • 



Dear Ry ley* 


I.;; thought you- might 'be interested 
I, in /the enclosed copy of an editorial entitled. . 

■ )p$e stg of Crime,", which was. published in the 
i^alem-,' Oregon, Journal on January 12,% 1940, ’ 

* dealing with, our' recent article in the American, 


, V . ' ' I am also forwarding a copy of the 
. editorial ot SumnenfBlossom .V, ■ 


With all good wishes , 


Cordially, 


..John' Edgar Hoover 
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ftECOBT>®P . .. February 13, 1940 

• (sjf /j! ~L*i- — i ■ I’ '' fS /\ ••. /■ A ‘■hi * 



Honorable R. E. Thomason iv ; . . 

: House of Representatives 

: Washington, D* C. - 

Af : AiM_ ■■ :Y A ' 

• Sy dear Congressman! . ,v ■ 

. : •" I have your comunipation of February 8th, trancaitting a- 
telegram received by you under date of February 7th from Hr. William 
Roecaan of Peeoo, Texas. I note that Mr. Roaoaan protests against the 
- . ■ article written by me, appearing in the February issue of -the American 

: Hagaeine, entitled "Gasps of Crime." > • : ; 



A 

■ . 

X) - 


' TS, • 

sa ■ 


I am certain that a careful reading of the article in question 
olll convince any unbiased person that there was nothing therein to which 
proper. exception could bo taken' by any individual engaged in any legitimate . 
tourist cixap business. The article states, for instance, "Of course, there 
are hundreds of tourist camps run by honest, alert, ciVic-minded persons 
. dho have made heavy investsients in this new buoinesS. To. these, the Federal *' 
Bureau of Investigation extends its gratitude for their wholehearted ; pA. 

cooperation in the capture of badly wanted fugitives." May I also call 
your attention to a statement in the same. article to the effect that "Law 
Enforcement, working in conjunction with the owners of honest establishments, 
has a definite responsibility ^.outlaw the renegade tourist camp," Prom 
the foregoing it will be eee^. tRp' legitimate, law abiding tourist camp 
operators are specifically /r*#w^ni**d. 


tar. Rothes , 


■— * There have, been fopy l*Hers of camoendetion received concerning 

t.hia article, as woll as f fw, tvma scattered sources, taking exception to 
. _ I do not believe, of/ Stppt%.il4at these latter letters are in any 

□r. ciogg manne r justified. The sa , 4# f '’ttiMi|Bcy appears, . however, amongst members of 


other vocations and pro£^§AWlm^m criticise iq encountered having for 
.its p urpose the ellQlnatlott of tte/ criaiaaliy and unetliically inclincde. 


M. 
** ■ 
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.Mr. Bonn 


..it is my o 


f: 


» the article in qusBtion will do’ considerable 

good, to 'the' tourist court iartnotry . It will- serve, I sincerely 'hope, to 


' Mr.. Hendon 


Mr. Mclntlro 


bring about measures that dill eliminate the unworthy members of the vocation, 
build its activities upon a mmA foundation, and create an atmosphere of 
respectability and Igffj qfc|t t^ i c e that olll .render this type of accommodation |5. . 
’ more fp^tfce traveling public, -Most 'certainly .this was' . .1^ 


"Hy 'la^Grition in writij 


•PHr. Quinn Tatam 
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in question, and it is a source of very 


few may have taken exception to it. . 
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If. and .'Suftner Blossom (unde j? 'separate cover). 


■■ t 


.. 


;T BENT, OF JUSTJCE ■ 



m 


W"'% 




: -.r 




J v;/V 




Haa6r©bie. y V.’. v Z; r f-. vy. •; . ■■!!/. 




your files* 

* ; ' ,.**! ♦ 




for 

t'i • 


eotoea, 






-. John BSgar Hoover ' , 
Director ;. 
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Br. Matltoa 
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-Hr. E. A. Taeua 
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~ hri Ladd- 
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Mr. Coffer ‘ ■ • 

‘ Or. Hgan ; : • 

Mr. Qlovlo 

. . Mr. ftartio 


Hr. Lester . : } 

Ur. Hendon. ’ 
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. Mr. Mclntlre 
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ear, niebats 

> ' Ur. Rosen ; 
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Mr. Quinn Tania 
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• Mr. Tracy ! ' ; . - 

. ' - Miss' Gandy ‘ ^ " 
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JR. E.. THOM, A SON 
16tr’ District Texas 

MRS. KATE GEORGE 

SECRETARY 


| Wf. TnlsOS- 1 ^ 
i McoWStrWxEi — 
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Mr T.nHH 

Congress of tfje <Hmteb States; 
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Jfyoufit of &epreOentattoeo 


Majsfjtagton, B. C. 

Mu. Harbo 

February 8, 1940 

| Mr. Hendon 

t Mr. M cl n tire — 

« Mr. Nichols..*- 

TV/Tv PnaAn 

J, Edgar Hoover, 

•i 

j Mr. Quinn Tamm 

■ Tour Room Z, 

k 

Mr TVnrrv 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

“ Mias Gandy 


Washington, D. C, 

My dear Mr, Hoover: 

I hand you the within telegram from Mr. Willian^Rossman , 
of Pecos, Texas, for any comment you may desire to make on the 
subject matter thereof. Kindly return the enclosure for my 
files when it has served your purposes. 

Very sincerely yours, / i 


j# 5 
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>• WESTERN UNION 


;..V;'V. CA711;. 61 NT : : 3 EKTHA-PECOS: TEX 7 /• ' •. : : : yj-- 

' '.x' ^ V 1940 FEB 7 PM 9 54 : ' 

• • : tv V'' ; R E THOMASON x * '••••■ -••• v’ V ' ; •" ’ 'Ui : p’ 

- v : ;;V x hashdc /v-x v:;.; . ; x ;• ; XV. :■ 

X ’ I CONSIDER Ali. ARTICLE APPEARING 0 THE FEB ISSUE OF THE ,• A •; • 

:# American/ magazine; written . by. --j edgar hoover to have, done . 

v . ; INCALCOLABLE DAI.1AGE- TO THE LEGITIMATE TOURIST COURT ‘ . ' ' *.'■* 

; . xx'‘V , ,• INDUSTRY ,, , ■■CANNOT 'A -GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE THAT IS PAID ; ; ;% 

, ; WITH TAX PAYERS ' MONEY SPEND HIS TIME BETTER TMN , WRITING . ’ ; 

. • rl - :• : articles to destroy- the tax payers business • .?• .. • •• xX/--. 


m eossman ;; owner •. 
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'96-3-4-20-623. 




• . v-'.-'fv' ; • ", : .^^mrch:T s 'Xpdo' : '-,y 

Hr* Quiets' f r Manager : '••■..'■ ". 

.V'Qstey *n States and Coast &ti it&tm ;v ... i 

Official Da Motor Court# ; •:'] •.•; • 

■V of America , '• ..= ;' •• 

540 South San Pedro Street ut^TI^ 

■LOO Angeles, California > ..; 

Pear Hr, Quiets ;-.:; ; , . ' ' ;■ ' •'- ''P~ . \ : '' : ''y-’ { ;-'\ ' ' .- 
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Mr. Tplsoxs.^ - 

Mr. Nathan,..! 

c 

Mr. 2S. A.Tam;c 

!Sr. Cle.^rT U". - - — j 

Wrw Wd„ ^ 

< ?/tr. Citfley -.A — :S. A 

fi , „ '■;■•' ' ‘ £ 

j Mi Sg&n. . 

| Sir. Glftvift.. •..,...- 

■ ji&c. HrtVo 

; I$r. I^fsier ------ 

] ;££r. J^endon — ,1.; . 

’ |‘Mr. I)lcXp£Ari 

^ Mr. NicJU(u3-u..--; f ...J 

{ Mr.; IlcBCii J 

i Mr. Quiws X^mr.i ... 

| ' : H 

j T-our Uoo m -L ... . 

5 Adm. Silts 

I Pers. Silcs f 


Mr; Tracy 

Miss Gaiujy J.^ 


X have received your letter of February 26 0 2940, 

; Concerning the article entitled ” Gamps of Crime* 9 -which 
.-was published in the February* 1940, issue of H The ' ' 

American Hagaaino* f ’ '. . - . P- 

J /p ants ly cannot understand how operator® of j •'-••'•• 
reputable Hot or Courts can feel that they have been- 
'damagod in any 'manner by the article in question, 'do o': 
matter of fact X feel that legitimate Tourist Camps not- 
only have not been damaged but the article, has been .and 
will bo of benefit to them * ; Yv ■ .,.* • 

■A reading of the article will disclose that J 
definitely stated there aro reputable CUmpe operated in 
an efficients decent manner; by business men of recognised 
. integrity , At' the .came timC p the GaupS which are .operated 
y in a disreputable manner constitute a definite and menacing 
y ^problem to clean community conditions and good law enforce- 
ment, Paw enforcement agencies, working in eon function', •• 

with the owners of the honest establishments f- M-ue © 

; definite responsibility to improve suCH conditions* y- ' • V 

Certainly nothing is. of groator benefit to. the legitimate,. 
T'liigh-uindedj, efficient members of any organisation .than toy 
''' f dlimthata the unworthy or criminally inclined individuals '■■. 


Who bring discredit on decent +• law-abiding ■: citizens , ..... 
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• / *'■ ■ •' :JT bcl i eve that to call .attention 'to: condition® : v ; •;. •' -■ ■ 

phi oh are not only undesirable but detrimental to 2am H- ;■ , .c 

; and- order: .in general is rendering a service .to those ; ‘VV- 
■engaged in legitimate- industry end cohotituie® a duty. V • : .... - 
that I. owe as a ! law:.- enforcement 1 executive to the . Y .vY ’ Y.V' 
Country .at large ..a®::;&ell' a® to those engaged in any v ' 

,o pacific vocation It mould appear that pa Should 'hot 
try to hide evil condition® which do exist but that " 'YY Y 
our efforts could better • be expended in Jointly bringing ■ YY Y 
, conditions to 2 ig.&t. an d. -taking:’ cor recti ue ctepo toward : ■ 
improvement f .Y. Y ' '.Y YY *..? H, - v •. V v: ‘\ 

Please be aemred that the federal Bureau of ■ , 
investigation extend® it® gratitudo for the v cooperation 
toHtch it he® recei ved fro£ reputable Cabin Gamp owner®*,’: YY-Y-Y 

'Y Y' : YYY Y^Y'^Y Y \ your® 6 ' 'V... 

•• . V ' • . ;'••• Yj ■ 3„< Mg&F EOQtfG# Y. : .Y \ ' Y j, .. . ; Y\’ Y.'Y. : '-, 
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E LUXE MOTOR COURTS’ 

" ~ " O r 'X'Pl’T'ft' 1~C~A — ------ - 


ADDRESS 540 SOUTH SAM PEDRO STREET 
LOS AMGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Western States and Coast Division 


February 26, 1940 


/ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 




Federal Bureau of Investigations \ \NfOR^^^Ao!t:icn 
Pear Mr. Hoover: /\ / — D 


Mr. Tolponf 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

! Kr. Clegg ..I 

'Mr. Ladd.. 

Mr. CofFey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Karbo 

Mr, Lester 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mel 
Mr. Nici 
lr. Rosen 
[tHU Quinn T amm 

Tour Room 

k k/m. Files 

Mr. a racy 

Miss Gandy.. 



Your artlolof H Campa of Crime 11 appearing In the 
February issue ofQ Amer ican Magazine , has brought us 
letters of protest fronT many - of our De Luxe Motor Courts 
members . 



We heartily disapprove of this article as the 
Impression it conveys to the average tourist is very 
unfair to motor courts such as those represented by the 
De Luxe organisation. 

Our members are oarefully selected after a personal 
visit by one of our representatives. The motor courts 
selected are of the highest standards, and we are sure are 
always ready to co-operate with the law in every respect. 


We trust that you will see fit to correct the 
impression given by your "Camps of Crime article, in a 
future issue of the American Magazine. 

; 


JCQ/mq 



Mgr. Western States & Coast Division 
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March- 16, 1940 • 


•mr . J oh l . Shu ttlewoi- th . • ., •, . 1 • 
Editor r V, 

True Detective Mysteries : 
Ghahin Building 
122 East 42nd Street 
Ne «,^or^, orky 

Dear J oh’n": 


■ unanin - -nuilding mi pv¥“ : i c ctj:iFD' 


. There are -enclosed a number of ■ phoibogtatic. copies of ... 

; . newspaper articles and: editorials concerning the evil conditions .. > - , 

• . generally existing in tourist camps. 1 thought you. and mr * . Jack . • ; 

. ' " Martin might- be - interested in perusing them.,' • ' : . ; 

y ■' y". • . "itn best /.wishes- and kind regards, : r ' 

' . . y ' ' c, incereiy .* . - , • • y; 

••"REGULATIONS FOR TOURIST CAMPS'" Madison, •'U.sc. , Tines, i-29-40 ; l . . iy : •. . ’ . 

"HERE IS TEST OF TURNERSS. . CONFESSION, Asheville,. N.C. Times '1-27-40 ‘l • " i. 

-'"MAN AND "'OMAN FOUND DEAD IN TEORIBT CABIN Staunton, Va. Evening ledger 10-31-39. v'.. • 
"BODY FOUND IN - CABIN THAT OF BROOKLYN FsDfiQS"' Gtaniton, Va. Evening deader, .21-lSj-39. 
"BOY AND. GIRL FOUND DEAD 111 GAS -FILmED JtCv© 'CABIN" Richmond, .Va . , News. Leader I'2ii3r39 
"OFFICIALS CONSIDER STEPS FOR SOME REAULTION " Richmond News reader, 21-22-39 
"CONDITIONS AT ROAD CAMPS" Richmond News .reader, 12-21-39. . 

"ASSERTS HEALTH . DEPARTMENT NOT RESPONSIBLE.." Staunton, Va., Evening reader, 12-21-39. 

' "FINDS TOURIST CAN? CABINS OFTEN ’NTT TO TajORAL USE" Rieiimo.nd d eivs -eaaer, 12-21-39. ; 
"FBI ARRESTS 5 IN TOURIST CAMP- -CLEAN UP" Ricamond. News reader,-; 1-6-40 
"HOUSE ’BILL NO. 62, 'offered 'January 22 ,.'-1940, Va.. state legislature - .••'.•/. . .. 

T TOURIST CABINS AND INDEDENCY" Norfolk, V*., ^edger-Dispatch, Jan. 23, 1940. . 

"THE INNS OF- ILL t?AIIE" Richmond Timea Liepatch, .1-^24-40 — I 

"GOOD FOR THE GOOD TOURIST Qk£S n , Norfolk, Va., Pilot, 2-24-40f 

"TOURIST' dEAL LICENSE ASKED" Richmond Revvs, Leader, 2-20-40; . - 7 'V " V: n r 

TOURIST CAMP REGULATION. . Richmond Timer, Dispatch 2-9-40; " . . .yl'y 

"TOURIST BxLL PROGRESSES"' Richmond “ews -eader 2-9-40; .. ; . - -iLy/ 

Excerpt Richmond New Reader, 2-3-40; . .. . - \ 4 v ' . •• ., . 

• "TOURIST CA-MPS, Lynchburg Nev, -s,- 2-6-40;. / ' • ./ . • ' y'„ 

"TOURIST CAMP BILL" Richmond *<ews deader, 2-5-40; . : i ■; 

THIS BILL MUST. NOT DIE" Norfolk Virginian. Pilot, 2-4-40 , ; ' ", . -. "• -By-'. - 

TOURIST CAM? BILL REPORTED.." Richmond Times Dispatch 2-6-401 ; 

"TOURIST CAi<lP DEFINITION". 2-2-4Q; "CAMPS OF. CRIME" , Pontiac, Mich Press, 2-1-404 1 y 
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. ^ebruafy; 26., :X^40‘v • / ! •••' 

.. Hoii'., Ji. ; Edgar .•‘too ver, Director, • V v \ 

. i'ecleval bureau 4 of •. •investigation., • .... m-)? .1* KsS\H^ J'AMiL- • 

. ...DSpaHint of Jpatice, ' 6 ■■■ , UCR® $ W"** * - ^ 

..y.J ':> ■ . ...... 

x- — V.-; V : : - v'V : i? S / ; B: .' / V V 


Dear hoover's 


Attention ..of i^ri L. B. Nicllbi'S / 


'..;•£.' ', Iv y<ant' ,,to. • kckn'Oi?leclge . l'ecOipt bf • the uiateriai-v.Qn 'fUb tourist • ■' • •.• •'.. ••• /X'- ; 

cadi. situation -froa : .*%•■•• .Niehoi-s, end '.’.'to' •Uianfc..yo‘p :.^d'biiTi 'for this.. • • 



• . -r 



, ' Texas'i arid’ he - is doing that. . • -y><v •'!/•?... ' 

• ■ , I ara today sending .all this material directl-to ^rV iia: 




a today sending . a 
hehaay us.e.it -in hi S> article. 


V' liar tin .so that 


•• ••'. .. . hith best pisheS, , I ,ajii, .- 


•'•• ; Cordially yours , 


:«//: ^ \ Johii‘.l>huttlev;ort'h /• 

; - - Editor. . .... 
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^ TOWNSHIP OFFICES 
Saxer Ave. and Powell Road 
Springfield, Pa. 


Bureau of Police 
. F. Ferentz 

SERGEANT 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Township i of Springfield 

DELAWARE COUNTY, PA. 

SPRINGFIELD, PA. 


TELEPHONE: SWARTHMORE JRJX 

29 


February 27, 1940. 
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Mr, J, Rdgar Hoover, director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Dept, of Justioe 
Washington, D.C, 


Bear Sir* 

O 1 Have read your article on "Afea mpa of Crime " in the February issue 
of the A merican Magazine and I most heantily agree with you in every respect 
about how them camps are operated and the stigma that they place on the 
Community that they happen to be in. -> - 

Unfortunately, we happen to have Just suoh a oamp and run under 
the very kind of conditions as you described, looated "alongside the main 
highway, U.S. Route # 1, Just on the outskirts of the Community. 

It is for this reason that I am writing to you, to see if you 
could suggest to me where I could procure a model ordinance or law that 
would help us to excerciee some control over this type of Camp. 

This particular camp is being operated by ! a ^erman alien who 
has been arrested several times for various infractions of the law, and 
who refuses to co-operate with the Police in running an orderly camp. 

It so happens that there is no State B aw Penna. requirifigghim to 
register the persons using the cabins. The Township 'Commisftioners are - 
ready to pass an Ordinance making him register the people, but my 
thought in mind was to procure a copy of one that has proven satisfactory 
and model ours after it, 

Also if you have any suggestions to offer in the matter I:, ’ 
would be glad to hear them. >. 

Thank you for your co-operation in the matter. 
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Respaotfu^y, 

Oiy 

A. F^Ferentz 
Sgt, of Police 
H. P. A. A. 
12th. Session. 



t 


B 




OLD®*® 0 




f.EOERAL v W'pHn AXIOM 




BECC!t£i3i3 : 


HN:CSH 

94-3-4-20-624' 


March 5, 1940 



Sergeant A, F. Ferentz 
Springfield Township Police 
Springfield, Pennsylvania 


here1e 515I'b H'mm 


pear Sergeant Ferentz: 


Mr. K. A. Tam _ 


Mr. Omfter 


I have your communication of February 27th and am 
extremely glad to receive your commendation, of ay article, 

"Camps of Crime, 11 appearing in the February issue of the American 
Magazine. v '' ' / ' ■ .... -.f . 

With regard to the. camp located in your jurisdiction 
and your request for a model ordinance or law, please be advised • 
that these ordinances and laws of course vary in different sections 
of the country. There is a law now pending in the Virginia legis- 
lature and I am certain that 


Pruner 



Honorable George A. 

House of. Delegates . /;•' 

.'4 7; '■ Commonwealth of Virginia / 7 , 

A - Richmond, Virginia ' V: •: . \.. 

would be glad to procure and send you a' copy thereof. . I would also 
• suggest that yoii coiMunic.ate.with 

Kr* Cburtland Gilbert > . •> 

^ ‘ Secretary ’ 

' / • . Fulton County Planning Commission 

. { ... end Board of Zoning Appeals 
' ■ Atlanta, Georgia ... . ■•/ .... ' ■ '7 ■ 

relative to an ordinance recently accepted by E\G(.ton County, Georgia 
for the regulation of tourist camps; in i ifidid^Couftty F : 7 

I believe that the abovecw^l/^ive you some information 
along the lines you desire. If there is anything I can do for you in 
this or any other matter per taining'jtOj law jsnforce^ent, please let me 

: ■‘•V.' " .- -V ■ ■ 

- ’-Wr A wishes and kind regard^;. 
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FEDERAL 'BUREAU Of i N V ES?i S AT ( 0 N-, 

u. s; department of justice • 


Sincerely yours. 


/John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


•V: 





Honorable James, ft. Mott 
House of Representatives 
Washington* D; C; ; 



My' dear Congressmani : 



■ ~-y. 
■>* " : 




,:-I have your- communication of February ,6th, transmitting a, 1 letter, 
from one of your constituents, Mr. C. A.Gies of Salem, Oregon, Secretary 
of the Reliable Motor Court Association, protesting against the article 
in the American Magaaine. for February, entitled “Camps of Crime," 

I note your suggestton that you believe a personal letter to 
Mr. Gies would correct any erroneous impression he may, have gained by 
reading the article. Under date of January 25th a letter eras received by 
me from Mr.' Qies, to which I replied under date of February 2nd, -. Copies 
of my. reply are attached hereto. .. ^ . 5 ' ' • 

s : ' I -believe upon reading my communication .to' Mr. Gies you will 
agree with me that there was nothing -in the Article in question to 'which 
any person or persons engaged in any legitimate tourist camp business could 
take exception. There have been many letters of commendation received 
concerning this article, as well as a feW',' frdp scattered sources taking 
exception to it. I do not believe, of course, that these latter letters 
are in any manner justified. The same tendency appears, however, amongst 
members of other vocations and professions when criticism is encountered 
laving for its. purpose the elimination of the criminally and unethically 
inclined;. '-' v ; *•' " ' 'v ' ; • 


Mr. 
dr. 
Mr. 
Wtr. 
’ Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr.* 
BJr. 


H. A. Tamrnj 


1 — — — 1 . It is aiy opinion that the article in question will do conSlder- 

■ able good to the tourist court industry. It will serve, I sincerely hope. 


be-brlng about measures that will eliminate the unworthy members of the 
Cl0im — - vocat ion, build its activities upon a sound foundation, and create an , 

Ladd — — atmosphere of respectability and law observance that will render this type 
eo.to, of accommodation more than ever acceptable to the traveling public. Most 
certainly this was ray intention in writing the article in question, and it 
oi-vin __JLa_a_ sohree of very, great regret indeed that even a few may have taken • 

Harbo excep tion to it. V . . . V. . 


. Hendon I . ■ , ; I .'-am f etiirhlng herewith, fdr your files, the letter. . addressed to 

. Mclnttro _ you b y Mr. Gies, ■ : t* ■ ■/' • •••-• 'V ... '/ • ' iff':, ■ 

: ^ith o.expcejssiQns of ay best regards aha highest esteem. 

Sincerely yc^urS, ^ i; 



cc -under :.sepv;.C9y. to • 
y .'"Ryiey. Cooper' &' ' <Si»' •© 


^•..»P6jgS3P,Wl 



^ gl°saom.. Johtl Hoover .. 

res . --J4 ■ "" ’ V V : ; Director r 
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. JAMES W. MOTT 

•1st District 
OREGON 
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Congretfg of t tie Umteb &tate£ 

Hou it of BepreSentatfoea 

iSagfiington, 53. C. 



February 6, 1940 



*??i. 

SALEM, OREGON 
" Mr. E. A. Tamm. 


KOMMJTTl?EES: 

I AVAL AFFAIRS 
tJSlTlCTlA-ND'S— 
Mr. R^S 


Mr. , 


Mr. Egan 

Mr/Glavin 

Mr. Harbo - 

Mr. Lester 

I$fr. Hendon. 

Mr. Mclntire 
Mt. Nii 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. diiinn Tamm 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 

Mies Gandy 



Washington, D. C. 


aJt& 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, „ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, . ™ 

Department of Justice, 

Dear Mr. Hoover; ^ 

I am inclosing a letter from one of my 
constituents protesting against -your article, "Camps 
of Crime", which appeared in the February issue of 
the American magazine. 

This is a subject with which. I am not 
familiar, and I have not read the article referred 
to. I thought, however, that you should see this 
letter, for it is evident from reading it that Mr. 

Gies believes the magazine article has injured the 
business in which he is engaged. 

If my constituent is in error in think- 
ing you have harmed him I am sure a personal letter 
from you would correct that, impression. Please return 
the inclosure when it has served your purpose. 


\ 

c\ 

vs & 

'’J 
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;h 


;>c 

A? 


I am. 


With kindest regards and best v/ishes, 


JWM/f 









■> ■ ■‘V " 

*»*; . " 


C.- A. .Gies,.: Sec. 
. : 2500 Fairground 

;■ • Salem/; Oregon.- 


V % RELIABLE MOTOR COURT; ASSOCIATION \ 


Jan. 29. 1940. 

- ’ c - + 


■ Hpri.; James W.v Mott, • 
Souse -Office Building, 
■Washington, : D.,.C.' , 


Dear 'M& • "-Mott's • 



Herein is^ 

M 


■ The article. -- 11 Chitips of -Crime 'E - by J. Edgar . " 

H6 oyer appearing ..in the February AJffiRICAN Magazine is •/'■. 

■ causing Wider-spread indighaf ion among the ■ operators ‘of : ■ 3 .• 

•Motor Courts and Tourist "Camps all along -the Pacific 
Co'ast And in other 'Western states.'..' v 

_ In -this article'. Mr . Sooner has "smeared" an". .; 

entire industry - a. rather unprecedented thing for -one.! ' y 
in. a high government position to do . He has stated that ' 
"the majority, of the 35,000 tourist camps throughout the 
United States threatens . the. peace, and the welfare of the .' 

communities, upon which these cainps have fastened themselves". 
He has accused "the- majority" of tourist camps throughout 1 
the nation of .about everything under the sun from knowingly- 
harboring criminals and running places of - ill . fame to . 
leading a sprt- of a "Dr. Jekyll- and Mr .... Hyde" existence. . ' | • 


- - 'i . Some of the facts in the article are, no doubt, ' 
true if applied only- fo "road houses" .who operate cabins. 

.as a side line and -to" a certain type of resort camps. These*, 
however ,., are not . tourist camps, and the ‘decent .tourist does 
;;not .patronize them. It.. .'is also true that some- states need ; . 
'more adequate laws, with which to. regulate their camps and to 
-protect the traveling public. . To brand .the -whole industry/-' - 
however, . with -the ,!acts .-and .pfracticeis' . : 'of a few was not only" 
-unfair but malicious. The whole article ,■ as... applied- to the 
/legitimate tourist: camp industry of the nation, is filled . .. \ 
■. with mis-statements and. insinuations and the . wide spread ' ." 

distribution of them is bound to do our business ‘ considerable 
'"harm* V 1 • 


-. 3 -. 4 - n h 6 


*y 

C* ' 


.'-Treas . 
Road . .. 





• • — 2 -''— ’ 


i 1 ■ • .* * * p , \ ’ % * If • . - „ r * 

' : ' • ' The. majority of the.. Motor- Courts and : Tourist. - V. 

.’ •Cainps. ‘do cooperate with law enforcement' officers at. ^11 • ?• , _ 

' times .; .Through the many; state and" regional associations ‘ . : ’*■/'• 

/they are constantly v/orking for mord and better ;laws with. /. 

whiqh . to . protect 'the. traveling public', /Most states have ' / . \ ' ,. : . 

• .• laws of this kind... In Oregon . we have laws . covering the • ' • • . '■'./• V 

. ■construction, operation and. sanitation, of /all tourist -and . - 
resort camps with; a ■. full time .inspector bn the road. . The . • 

tourist court group iri‘ Oregon was one of' the. 'groups •.•firh'ich. -V ■ gi'/w . j 
worked for 'the /establishment of the Oregon. State ‘•Police, V ■ 

which now operates so.. efficiently-. Our courts and. 'camps . 
in Oregon, as well. as. in most other states, .keep a very. . , 
complete guest, register, - . Me register not only the name./ ■■ 

, and -address of. all guests,' but .also the make , ' type and ■/ , t 

state license number of . their cars . ; .'These registers are, . . / ■ ; /' '• 

open to - ' police' authorities at all. times . The. fact tha.t '/ • : .' 

tourist courts: are not constantly reporting to the police . .*• , ' 

indicates that they have nothing to report. .Persons/ ., . ; ' ' 

wanted by the police, do not patronize establishments- ■ *. ;>/?.•. • 

keeping such a complete check on them.::,.’ . 'I- •: 

'- ; • '/ The f igures quoted in the article ' from the • ,, [ 

American Automobile Association appear to .be deliberately : y . •, • : 

Vmisleading.; .^ The 'AAA does .not awar.d an Official Emblem;--, 
just like, that - for merit.' These are given b/y the; American’ ' 
Automobile Association, .or ' it' s state affiliates, only to / •/. •.'•./ ■ 

- those Courts and Camps who,- pay. them a very' sizeable fee for, this- - ; 

; ? .'-purpose.; - The " less, than 1000 camps Unreservedly, recommended" 

in the Motor Couit Directory issued by ; the American -Automobile : " - 

Association are .those who hkye 'paid them ; for an "Official" ,.■* /. . ;■', 
membership.’ There are- many, many. thousands of Courts arid ' /' : “ 

.-■ Camps, equally as ; good and reliable, who' are not listed, in f ?'; / 

the' directory of -the American-. AutpinObile Association. ’'These.-h; . '•• ‘j. 
/'/ are'' listed in directories .arid -guides issued by the many. :inde-f' 

'pendant' motor clubs throughout .the - country j by scores of the’ ■ > . ", - 

major oil companies; By the -many -regional and. state associa- ,, ' , 
tions- of Motor. Courts, .‘Tourist Camps and Resort Camps; by 
commercial , publishers and , in a number of travel' .books;. Yet •;•••• ; 

Mr . Hobver : has . tried' to - make, it -.appear, to .the unknowing tourist ’ 

' that; the odds are about .35 to 1 against hiia 'finding : a .clean, ■ •' '• 

'’ respectable place.,,,' - ' ■; , .', ' / -.’ . • ' -j. / 

-. The • writer has, been 1 -in this business for -more than . ^ ' 

13 years. ’Through. an official/ capacity :with several 'organizations 
. I am acquainted; with, or. .know by-reputatibn-,--a, very large per-f 
centage of the Motor Courts and -Resort Camps up and down the 
Pacific- Coast'. In our three Coast states we have more than 6000/ 

' establishments of this • kind . - I do riot know of any that kuiowingly 



■■ -U ' '* * ./• ■ j * , 

. -•«- _ • . . . 


I 


■"Cr** . 








harbor cjdmihais . \1 idimihatii^^^ houses,' I J know -/ . 

of; very few who 'cater. to an' immoral ; class of trade. The 
large maj ority are. operated by respectable people, the same • 
as those.in .other-lines .of legitimate ^usihesso . ^.>great; 

, mariy-have -.ifoimef ly. -been in other lines of business, i - Others 
•have been doctors; lawyers, -teachersandministers. I , 
personally know fiye'%ho are, :: or recently have beenj; mayors 
of. 'their towns or .cities j three who, head; their Chambers .Of • 
Commerce^ several :that .are ' heads .of their, local service 
clubs ahd many that are leaders ^ churches; • The 

.majority are upright and moral peppie thetoselves mid conduct 
their places -of. busihe s s accordingly^ ; They . do hot cater to,, 
or harbor j? criming! s ; or immoral peopled The. majority will 
not \rent ;Cottages to drinking Or gambling parties -or any 
.other ''off cbldr" trade'. •; Jn fact the majority of Motor ‘ : ' ■ 
"Court siare.. far more’ restrictive • 'in .the; class * of; trade they .,. 
>,. and are ; run oh . a .higher moral plane, than -the hotel's. 


■ t* ■ • *,* 


\x r 


•l, j 


,\:i t ' - . : 


,, . ■ t , i 

; -'V\ 


• f ■ > r. • . We sure very.„mUch. concerned with, the effect ..that 

. -this. artiOle-willhaveon our business, \ it has already reached'; 
;. many ; millions ' of : people and there is the danger; that it. will 
be re-printed by other, publications or by .some : .of the' Hotel ' : 

' • ; Associations.; ' There- are . already • rumors out that the Ameidc.au. i 
’ . Hotel Association inspired., the publication of this-article. It;’ 
. - 1 s unthinkable that either the American 'Magazine or Mr. Hoover | 
•' ; would be;' party .to , such a • scheme ^ • but there- is a suspicion'. . ■ . ; 

’ that \ some -of th'e mat'eriai and'; stafements in the article may . V 4 
have .been Usedwit)iout Mr.' Hoover's ' consent .. We .do-know . 

' that our .industry, has been the '. -subject <,pfvid '.number of unfair 
•; and •"dirty" attacks; in the past by some : of- the Hotel Associa- ' 
i. : , tions.. /' ■" \. v * * ,. 'v' - '-'- •'>•.. . . : y ' , .-/ "'j 

The tourist industry ; is. fast becoming one of our . 
ry ‘leading, industries here on the- Pacific Coast andtheother v /. 
Western states.- .: The Motor r'CoUrt, ToUrist Gimp : and :Resort; ' -, ; 

• . Camp . industry is about , the most important branch. -of tbe 

. TOurist industry ; > W.e take , pare pf the;' maj ority of tourists , ;• 
r • vacationists; and ;homeseekerS who visit and • travel through 

our western states.-’ We. are instrunierital • in placing >,a„ large 5 ’ 

• - portion. Of 'the vast millions ;of new -.money, into circulation 

throughout ’ these statesV -Hera’ in Oregon the. State Highway ' ‘ 

; Department has estimated that 'Uie'.totai revenue from non- ‘ , 
resident, tourists in 1939 'was $45,000,000, and that more.- r 
, . than. $25 ,000,000 of this was spent' by those , traveling in 
; automobiles. ; In addition to this we -must add the large sums 
• • spent by ;our- state; vacationists. : 


’ .- " f *'.* ‘’V -Vi v * , ... ^ ; 


. •.*■ . • ■ • i . 








; ' -Our 1250 Motor 'Gpvurli and Resort establishmentt''' 
in • Oregon' ' are ; 6'ont inually vhofkij^;t'P- "increase ' the . numbey.; of , : ■ 
visitors .tb :;our -state. . ; '.We air.e -proud 1 of. the reputation we.; •••/•;/ 
have' built: up'.fpn our .establishments -and : r0sPrrb - ''tiie '• .Slander-, - 
•and insinuations, fi^t;-has'; gone ,-f Pr th \ in-- .this ;• article.'; Wp . /. 

"know that it is bound; to .hurt pur; business/ , our ppt.entihl. 
.trade./'.'the millions- ofpepple.; who have not jret; stopped -in- : ' 
motor.. .courts and camps.; /' •„ ... ' 4 . 

A "great- many- letters are’, being; sent from 'all parts' . " 
1 of. the /West 'addfesSedit6 : Mr.';Hoover and to'the;..Editor v of the 
American Magazine', in protest ■ against the ' article r! 1 . Camps ■ of .. s 
Crime" y ngaihst- the ; untruths' 'and . insinuatipns ..therein-. We - ire 
"asking that .full 'appi'pgies'. andT'etractions: be made ■ in^ the \-:l • 
‘.columns 'of ...j/ V' ; -V' 

' ; • r • %e 'w'ill-'bP ftery grateful, -.Mr f - Mott, for any 
■assistance that . ypU/can';,.giye; us-',- -in '.placing responsibility . ' 

for this. .article, 'and;' in- having proper' retractions made. -We,. 
hope that you Can induce ' some; of th'e other Congressmen' from' V' 
other 'Western : st^^s':tofjom.^ith.. > )rau-.' in this. We think 
'that anything . which’ willVtend - tb hurt- our industry- will' also 
".have it's effect- on our. ..state / 'and the West,-'- as : a .whole'.. We- \ 
also' feel • that, ter . Hoover, by sponsoring ' this article, has . 
debased his/high . position and'.has 'exceeded v.his authority. - 


." Yours . very- truly,- r \:. /■'.<] /; • 






GIES 






RECOIOW 




March 9, 2940 



Mr, t * K, Me Breen 
President 

The Washington Tourist Court 
Association . 

10410 Bast Marginal Way 
Seattle, Washington 



pear 'Mr, MoBnpen f. V • \ 

four, letter of February 06, 1940, has been f 
received and 1 appreciate having your observations 
concerning the article entitled "Gamps of Grime” 
tohioh was published in the February, 1940, issue of 
"The American Magazine j. " . . - . 

1 leant to point out that the large number of 
Motor Camps which are operated in a disreputable j manner 
do Constitute, a definite and menacing problem to clean 
Community conditions and good law enforcement. It is ny 
belief that law enforcement agencies. Working in 
conjunction, with the owners of honest establishments, 
have the responsibility of improving such conditions. 


I believe that to call attention to these 
.. ■ J.^ ohditicnh. which are not only undesirable but 
Hr ttffeao flet rtf manual to law and order in general, is rendering 

Hr! Nathan service to those engaged legitimately as Cabin Camp 

Mr! e. A.T aiiim pwners and constitutes a duty that I Owe as a law 

ifr! Clegg.!...-..!!!!! enforcement executive to the Country at large as well 
^!taad;!!;!!!!!!I!f« those engaged in your vocation • It would appear..: 
m Coffey --l.il :. ...that we should not try to hide evil conditions, which 
Mr. B S ex, do constituted menace, but our efforts could beitdr 
Mroiavin ©$ expended in jointly bringing conditions to light 


Mr. Glavin - 


Mr:Ea rb? .-i „f nd taking corrective •■■St ops Howard improvement, • *?£n 

Mr. tester — ? : • .V • ’ ' ‘ . /tT / - ! V, 

Mr. Hendon.’....:... J I do not s'00 how operators of reputable Motors o? 

m. [ fottris-' can- -fdol that they have been damaged by the !f 
Mr. Nichols particle -in questions As a natter of fact 1 belifvo ^ ^ 

Hour Boom .......... S- ' | M A K L..E\\p / ‘ . \ / .. • ’ 

Adm, Files.,-.. f* •:* tj.| ‘ YV \. * J V ' • ; . Vj 

Pers. Files . ..... I y . . MftRl: - • ' * " ' • ./ ' 

m.Trdcy....^ l,.!t J... . / ; fe 

Miss Gandy .Vv.rlft A ■'viftBBat BUREAU oMHVISTIGATiBH, !'j. ■ lAjr* « 

l' " U £ OIPARTBEHT of JUST# ^ j 



n * iL 

f \\* 




( . .rnsrem 



V »> ;: :-£farQft. &*,. $940 *'•:£• '4- ." 


■^ma.miz .pmvQ ifei legitimate -v: : - ^-' 

m jV. havGnpt hq.pw clam god but\- the .art $ &2e Mq boon '‘ : i { 
ofbGnpfit tq.thQm»: Aroading of the , : 
; 4ftte£fy.' of.. pOurtGf .&$£■£ ' .digvMQ& :£ Qpodtfio.ailu '■ - : T." •’ 

&o_in$Q&, out that there ato faputabl $ Camps operated'-:-: 
frfWflfM ^y:mm.ofpeaogms&d .integrity 
® h l Q J MPP.&'vtion pm thy mX mfr other .aomtituted-'-- 

.author it i t& ..haQ/b&'§n..-U$ry '■hdXpfuXo . 


your Of 




Seattle, Wash., 
Feb. 26, 1940 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau oflnvestigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
PAT F W MdM 



v/ response to the many complaints against 
your article Sr Cri me Camps” in February issue of° Am§£]j }gii 
m agazine , we ^ the ~Samp ancf Court owners and operators of the 
State of Washington vigorously oppose such sensational writings 
as detrimental and abusive. 


We as court owners in this state handle 
thousands of tourists, passing through on their trips about 
the United States and from hundreds, we have the comments 
that they could not make these trips without the auto courts. 
Ninety percent of them could not afford Hotel prices, so we 
feel that we have created a new field and industry of tourist 
travel, while not interfering with the type of travel that 
use Hotels. 

We feel that we are doing a good service and 
a great need, so that the average man or family 
can see America or travel at a reasonable figure, thus 
putting money in circulation, creating better times as we 
know we all need. 

I was instructed to write this letter by the 
members of this Association, The Washington Tourist Court 
Assn., at our regular monthly meeting held at Seattle, 
Tuesday, February 13, Move's Cafeteria. 


we consider 
businesses , 


We as able, intelligent business man and citizens 
the percentage of such places as you mentioned / '~i r T 

- - ■*■’ * - • - - y 


believe that 

-*■ — ~ *— — v w ^ w j v ^ 

in story are so thoroughly outnumbered by good places that 

TUa A AM e 4 U.. „ J t J 1 4 . . 


our business on 
such as hotels. 


a higher plane than many similar 
aoartments, etc. 


auto camps, we are 


‘SEdSffi't INDEXE© _ ^(] * 

Hoping for a better understanding 




V A 

\ 


0 


pH / 1 


tespectfully 
^WA SHINGTON TOUR IST COURT ASSN. 

K. McBreen, President 
(McBreen's Auto Camp) 




„ Jff v 


10410 East Marginal Way 
Seattle, Washington. 


v? 





• February 15* 1940 


• ^ . . 




!• . ", 


lifev- Suraher Blossom • y- • : - 

^ Editor yi )■ ■ j V " ;V >.>/•■ V.' p [ •' ' 

.;.7V/& ibaeriaari ;>;r * V : 

y\*.h 250 'i?ark .. \yX : V : < * V \ ' •- ' 

‘ Hot? Xork 'City V, • v V. y'y'wy : 

: •:/ •: Dear- ESiv Blosops* /.•■'* P-J'i-; 

'' /■ For your Information I aa tr^saitfcing . 

•; herewith copies of •■additional, eo:&>ubications 'and 
my replied thcffbto* ' ro3&ti?o''to v the article in th©- • 
•' -Mcrican Segasin9';Concerniiig tourist Cc^e. Thocp . : 
' '■■..lectors are from the following* ’ 


.,r • 4'- 


. ‘ r , • >,> 

V. . .• . v* ; 




. • JV ' 


X \ 

‘ l 




31 yl%C 


md- 


jcottrt' . ’ (fetsdr fenuairy * 


. : /s 


SJr*. M. 0. 3apQf toau'csoe. South ‘ Carolina* dated- 

lb, 4 1940; 7 • X). -y- 


Febi 


tv > 
v 1 K 


^ .• best, 'wishes,'-'.; 


■Mr. To Ison 


:• : ’■ • Btidoouros ' . . ': • •' •' 



:^k '■ 

■if 

• - 


■ 


o 






I 


• hnjcsh • ' •. 

' 94_3 -4-20-6(|)f‘ G . bri f 23, 19.40 
62-32097934; ' v;.;': 


Mir. Cmu'tney Hyley^ooper 
433 Horta" iokdvle& Hriv© 
{Jeering, Florida • v'V . 


M iSiJSGI 


; Pdar;’ Byleys K .. ’v.-i’-.' /V, 

?or your information 4 

herewith, a', copy of a coamamicatiok^ated Pohriidry < 
• 15 th,. received froia -!*r. //lb©rt J Kffilahar, . Gepor el 
SJanager, Coa^t-to-Ccist RLvididn./. Dse Luxe Sotor. :"•{•' 
Courts of America, Los . Angelos, California,; r$l&~ . • 
tiye to. the' article. ih ;tho^traeric&n- fJageaitid con- l 
corning tourist camps. copy of ay reply is- also 
enclosed. ; • • V. • <; 


. . ■ V.’ith best -wiehea, /' ■} > 

V. •.•'.- : V: X,;^, Cordially ,:;v . ,\. v , 


.VTj .. 


•Mr. E. A. Tamm 


- Mr.' Close J 


Mr. 'Quinn Tamm 


Tour Room i \\ 


; ; Enclosures X' V ...•• %/. ' 

' i' v v v . : f - 
■ - : : •■ ; *v . '■■■■■ •' • . ••••; . .' •••' 


. r -v** -\ v; . 
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• • / , .(f> /\ 


^;| .^b MWi u w 1 cat i 0tc&' ' .p - . - . . . v . V- ^- • - 1 

I"- V- M A' I, ; L. ; & -'D5 • " i; V • ’’ T ^ 'Vr ; 
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.-Ct.'l ' ■■■■ . 

M\ 0UBIAU' Wm&MIttoZif- ' 4 . ■* : 

! V- U.9. OEPAffffOEHT 0F JUStl% ' /ll'. •' .. 




HN:CSH ■*.' .:.-r v 

94-3-4-20-615 ' if. ■■■ . . . . ' ■ • 

.62-32097-34 ; • ■•??:* 

February,; 23, 1940. 


Kr. Suinnei* Blofisda 
Editor 

ikaerican .Magazine 
250 Perk Avenue .. 
Hew York City 

-Deer Llr, Blossom: 





For your information i cm transmitting . 
herewith - a . copy of e . communication dated February ; 
15th; recoived from Sr,, rijlbert J* . Blehar, General 
Oanager, Coaet-torCoest Division, De Luxe Motor 
Courts of America, ' Lo3 Angeles;' California, rela- 
tive to the article in the Qaaericen .Mag azin e con- " 
earning tourist ; camp.s. A copy pi' my . reply is also 
. enclosed. *;• ' ' , • ’ 

.Vilth best wishes, ‘ •• •• ’•••: : 


' Cordially, . ' 





FEDERAL BUREAU 


op/#. 


ESTIGATION 


Date 


./11/4Q 


TO: 





irecter 
>r.. Tolson 
Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 


.Mr, Egan 
.Mr. Ladd 
.Mr. Q. Tamm 
.Mr. Coffey 
.Miss Gandy 
.Mr. Tracy 
.Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Crowl 
.Mr. Harbo 
.Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Hince 
.Mr, Laughlin 
.Mr. Lester 
_Mr. Naughten 
.Mr. Renneberger 
.Miss Sheaf fer 
Miss Lurz . 


..Chief Clerk's Office 
..Files Section 
..Personnel Files 
_Ident. Division 
_Mail Room 
..Mechanical Section 
^Supply Division 
..Division of Accounts 
..Washington Field 
_Mrs. Henley 
_Miss Jackson 


M 

.See me 
.Phone me 
.Send file 
.Note & return 
.Record & route 
_?lease Handle 


Under date of February 13th the Bureau sent a 
detailed letter to Congressman Thomason (in reply 
to his communication of 2/8 transmitting wires 




' DIRECTOR 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 



Mr. Courtney Ryigy&^Coo 
Chateau L'a muiTt, 

Jj221 guneet Boulelrard 
V Hollywood, Califomr; 













Mr . J. Edgar Hoover , Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and the Graduating Class cordially invite you to the 
Graduation Exercises of the FBI National Police Academy, 
Saturday morning, October Fifth, Nineteen Hundred Forty, 
at ten-thirty o'clock in the Great Hall, 

Department of Justice Building, 

Hashing ton , D. C. 


WM. rossmaSj, OWNEH 


♦ 


V 


V 


s 


\ 





TRI-ANGLE CAMP 

PECOS* FINEST 
P. O. BOX 878 

PECOS, TEXAS 


i G 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Nathan ... 

ILASS ACCO^^O®A7?M»3Sim 

Mr. Clegs 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glovin 

Mr. Hurbo 

Mr. letter 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mclnfci^t 
Mr. NicfJl 
Mr. Hac*r 

Mr. Quinu Tamm 

Tour Room 
Adm. Files 



s M 
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l 1940 


Vi Honorable ft, B. moaaaon 
M Houoa of Bopreaoatativoe 
tJaShington,' D, r 0, 


Ddar Hr. Thomasons 


1 have hesitated to claim more of pour valuables tiao and court cay but 
I feel that you are duo some explanation of my wiro to you In protest of Hr. 
Hoover* a artlela in tbs February issue, of the "Anerioan" entitled w SaE\pa of 
Crime." Hr*, Thomason, bow would you feel if you picked up a smgxztn e and 
found a similar acousution against your chosen vocation staring at you? Uould 
it appease your eager any that out of same four or five pages there rare four 
ca? five lines which nildly said, "Of course those are a few honest Representatives 
who aren’t crooked and wo thank then for helping us to oatch the crooked ones." 
And after the article baa been read by thousands it would be too late to nay, 

"I* a sorry," However,, i note that £2r« Hoover didn’t soy that, be sorely insists 
that perhaps his doing all be can to put this now industry out of business will 
atop crime, i 



u 

'O ' 

\ 

Ml 


But there has been crime long before tourist comps were hoard of and if my 
newspaper memory Servos me right a great deal of it me in hotels. Before 1 go 
further, Hr, Thomason, perhaps X ahould olnrify my position in regard to my 
knowledge - % have boon in tbs business that Hr, Hoover desires to picture oo crime- 
biding pianos for twelve years, X enm two large courts, one in Now Mexico and 
one here in Pcoee - some 073,000 investment, By Spoken word is known ao truth 
to all X know. Any back, chamber of commerce or mercantile here will vouch far 
that, and the character of ay business, as well as our mutual friends hero, Young 
; Boll, etc, 

I I didn’t appreciate the sentence we* Hoover added concerning the few that 
objected to Ms article, I don’t have the eloquent words ha has but I eau^it Ms 
belled hint just the sane, and I didn’t protest because I didn*t want tho type of 
camps he describes cleaned out, I protested because he took it upon himself 
to try. to persuade the readers of "American Hagasine" all over America not 
V to stop at tourist courts - end if they did, to bo sure that they wore (indorsed 


RECORDED COPY FILEI} XKF 
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Honorabla R, S* .Tiiaoasoa - Pago'fwo February £9, 19-40 


by A* A* A, If Mr* Hoover baa been paid by the A* A* A* and the hotels to 
boost thair trad©, ho would be justified in writing any such article* Gttor- 
wi ao, what business .is it of his to bring piny such accusations os ho did 
ogatooi this now industry that has oilliohs ihvostod, and 1 do not believe 
that he gave a fair yeroeataga to regard to too good sad bad* I.hap$a&od 
to -be to organisation of eo^ froaj tho- Calif ornto coast to Mfcsaphio, 

^oaa^seob* aoab too -iioad^ed.'-to^r hot bno 'was- of the typo ho soys coat 
of. ua' j&epd. ‘lf:"tooy • aroj^Nfa'V - Ahd > 'iaifi ;n 
add that acme, yes*., m«y/toe -haft out ‘ *4*-"A* hot ' dectot , Qd^eta,' and if 

you invest igatot tot you ..toll find it true. hotels j i doubt 

that th<^ 'brQ :mny ivfaQ .ha.VQ hot bed crithla thoif walls outlaws and prostitutoa 
by the sooto, • • . 1 

I fail to to© Mr* Hobvor*;a point in calling tourist courts hido-outs* The 
eioat of tltoa ore to opoh- territory - so &uoh the bettor for gun battlos'.if -.tip 
cffieors caro .to Openup* .Tho cars .ars-toplato sight* whereas, to a hotel, an 
officer would hot dare firo on account Of-'brtods*. I.roaont the athtoiaant that 
says .% decent hotel /am would permit etoh*;" i ha .'to 'decent-' as any hotel am 
and racra thah'sbms* .-Mr* Hoover gives a,- groat ..mtnbor. of ‘specific choos to .Jf 
connection witojhrtosa to damps, ',-but I fail to.rsad about toocaooof .toonoDa 
Bolt- odd Arthar'|?iIson > ‘Yes 9 . they Stopped at tourist courts and a tourist cas^p 
woman was the toons' of ' hi a- .capture*'. . -her stoPl®i°to 

•of tfca son aloi«) v5ito.a : woaaato^ec^t ,to'too oar>• WMghti.nevor toto bean oon- 
nsb tod with the . crits>« yos # . ; and ? al^ it; who', a ..'year, later* w© had his 

registration .tod'nar'.hufi^er*' '.and' 'Gamp .Grande,; SI, 'Paso,' and our .eac© helped to 
convict hlo*.' ' " 1 ’’ ’ 

\ _ 

Bcoh. dadv ■ovory party in do** .OOato- to to .roaster* naB2> and address, 

and give; h|a «ar nmiber, ®ikQ of car, diMctibn <tf trayQl and state* And it is 
ha., Ogtoton. t^at- : toto article .has' dpto-t^ dollars Wrtb • of deaagQ to 

this no® industry*- ' especially tor^'tofeuto '..pabdoad vefljj& dhn'b h^^vtho\trde'’:f^ti'* 
'X.ao aura thi^“llf ''-Mr* 1 ' E^dvOr, 'had ■'.■wanted to,*^to : otoid\hhvd 'tog- 'dp 4tot' as I'mny, 
aven soio cc^Qo. pf /ortoo;ia- hotolsl'' '*8® ’bays; that-' ah tototobd borson will, say 
thane -was .nothing to iaka otoeptloa to* It so happens that mmhov the .article 
cane. to my- •tove.epto^ vdto ©ash 

todigoaticn^ agatoat;. Mb*- ^oovor*:. i It io;;true 'that toe. tyyp ^bfr plaoh .ho'-doscribes 
' esidta* • bUt.^ toyoao . over', tmiim .ysSars 'old' could^rQcbgai'ae ' a . dine - and danca • plaoo - 
«dth;a'Oabto out '''took,' ; bad, X' aao ino noaA ‘f^'hto-'lihto.ihg'.-tts -eH uMari. too odcp 
naae. by, fri^toh i ,hS''.pcoPl Q ; oyer' the /ecmhtry.'^oa'^ 'otdyto^' at^todfist . eaihpa* 

Z% 'to-'toi 'toto' .•#>^:lto«tor ,'haid Ott’hoo/to.‘ stop, orites >. % y 

rooily dotottixat abolishliiS.' tourist; oGmpa^would. atop' it, - tod' M 'hia'apa cOn*t 
catch crlMnalk .luat beoauoe tharo are itburiat.doapa who.toii .hohbor. theua, 

tooy arch* tv-toiohigt^*'; • • ‘If ■.■■&&; ‘ and pon- would;'otKao : out' h : «sto ■•, and solve ■ too- - * ' 

.Frcide . toirdor’ ; ( toP&St'' lust.- 'off -'thB ' nain ' r oed) Obi and. by the my, 
those two lovely vioabn hto; lnot’ cheolsod oUt‘ of ons of- tho bast hotola in 3B1 Paso - 


A 



♦ ♦ 
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Honorable H. IS. Thomason • Pago THraa February 28, 1940 

f l<, 

' ^ 

2- a 

and four elderly St* Louis tourists disappeared in Kern Mexico in 1935 or 
thereabouts - off. the sain road • So what? Taka up the roads to stop crime? 

Hot- m r., Hoover* s business, 1 thought, was to gat tho criminals. Ha says the 
camps are not regulated, Well, utot’a ho uniting for - start urging lawa to 
be passed to regulate them. If a condition exists that county laws won’t 
enforce, what’s tho matter with the State and Government? drcn’t they capable 
of seeing that laws ore enforced? Or ore the dine end dance owners too start 
for them? If that is true, end there is no Way to control those places, it is 
a reflect ion on our 1 aw enforcement heeds. . 

X knew from exporieace out of ten illicit parties who call for rooms, nine 
are respected business men « with women not their wives. The other one may be 
high school children or a criminal, This does hot apply to our town, but it 
does in the cities. I know this to be a foot, as 1 was investigator for, the 
comp association mentioned in the first part of this letter. Some of the owners 
admit their main business is that type of business men - not criminals, as Mr. 
Hoover seemed to think all the illicit rooms wore, but X don’t remember reading 
of that angle. He’d probably get more protests on his head than he could bear, 
and X doubt if he has heard the lost of his article yet, as my fellow camp 
brothers all over the country are stirred to action by it. 

It all sums up to this example. Shore are two Vastly differ ant business 
houses * tourist camps and hanky tonka, just as a church and a gambling house 
aTe both buildings - but not the same at all. neither are we to be classed with 
thoso rat dives, and £ believe eight out of ten persons who read the article 
will' agree that the Slight recognition 'Mr • Hoover gives us is not enough to cover 
1 the damage he did to new travelers. They are probably thinking, as we do, that 
Mr. Hoover must be sore because he and hie man can’ t get their men, and are 
taking it out on the tourist camps. V*-’-V 

Porgivetho length of this, Mr. Ihocssoa, but % felt that you were duo to 
see ay side of the coao. end I certainly don’t feel Mr. Hoover was justified ae 
he saya, Hor do If eel it right for him to boost hotels and A. A* A. caraps - 
to the idas of bUbinesa for the rest of the f ine camps. 

. Thanking yeti for your eouartesy and pat lance, 1 am 


co: Banorablo Morris Shepard 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. 6*. 

J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.8. X. 
Washington, D. C. 


Respectfully yours, 
fa# Bossman 




■Hzn Courtney Ryiey Cooper . . M l i&fcO^MIONGI 
433' Sorth fcoko^ew ^iv©‘ ; ,:. . nWi p ACQi 

SetoinK, raoraa ;■ :. f V -. -HEREIN bJlV^ftSS 



Dear Byloy: '-'■''Xc ';'}.■■'■■; •••'■ ■ ;•• ' . • ,• "'■.•'•’v'' -.; 1 ' 

'• ■: •■•'.;• ■■..•;• ‘ - ’ I ea ' ^©rov/ith, for your -Snfoi*-^ ■..;..’ 
... antion, copied. of cocmiunidations and ay ; . 

V replica thereto* - roi@t lv©''to- iho article in fcho • j 

•‘O-ite orisan f Vagina' c ondensing’ tourist cat^>a« 
lot^Fra ere froa'tHa following.' i^dlvlaualsj ' ' •••-'. '•<.*•' 

ffr. J* F* ?attQrooa» ! BcfiRettDvillOi Di^olSsmi- ■ \ . 

;.dttiadl .^bhud?s , ;'2, • «s^v- ; . . >' • ' .... 

.!•; ■ Honorable :■ Jasa.0 -Vu .Bott,'''HouQo of Eopraoontatfye#, <. ,,f 
. dated February 6, 1940?. trsxioaittifip e© 2 r«ttnidation of j ■ 

• BrV.C. Osico| ■ Oregon# , datod January £9, 1940* [ . 

r .‘ . > - -.HitE ixjst .^iohoD^’ .d-v; v > . ; £ :■} a -f • 

' •. - Cordidliyjj : . '■ j 

V /. • . . : <?o S^ar Hoover ' J-; 


Mr. E. A. To ram 


Sncloeureo , 


’ Mr. Mclntlrd 


dr. Quinn' Tamm \ 


✓ .../k 

i/^: 


ft?' ^ : U : g n t:' I’ ? 




S'- 


£ rM 


^ r M- ' Lr 


W .:- FFB 1 


:*.•;■• p..w. 


FEB- 16 1940 


k^ Jkk^mMkh tuJ^ r .:■ jv . 1 . y,$. kk : -~ 


£-,xl 


V ' \ ■ J. > 






February 12 * 1940 y. 



■ ■ ■ Ur., . Suntier, Bloaa'o® ‘ 

Editor ■ v.i'* >' : 

Anerican Uagasine . 

f , 'X ■ 250 .Parti. ‘Avenue ■ ■ ■ , , 

lieu)- Port* Pen) Port 

- ; Dear Bless / ■ ••'•••/:/ v ; .\; . / s 7 K- 0 : ’Vv.:; ;* >V';. 

J ©b : $j*aRan tit frag? herewith# for your t'nfpftod* , 

•' *«oa, copies of additional pomuPieatiom -and ..'••• 

'js'y peplteo thereto* relative to the ‘article- in . ivy.' 
the^Anericdn Uagaxinc concerning tourist canpo,. : 
These letters are ~f¥ T 5 >J' the following yi ndividualo > 

. ... Ur* Jo Fr^atteroon^/Bennettoville/ Pouth/ Carolina*- 
dated Fehruatf]/ S 9 1940 j arid ■ 


X 


■V. / .Honorable Jama. jJftott B ' House of Uoprcaentativeo s 
Y dated WebPu&ry. 0 * 1940 * iram&Hting ' - 

v$ •• ■'. contfipie&tion of 

■ 1 • f •?) “ ‘ 


. w to » . • .<• * . * ■ • ’ • r 

2 ft » 0 C*. ii M/Oieo B : Palm* Oregon date&x January 29 * . 1940 . . . 

: • Hit h-\ beat wishes 3 ■„ , •,•••'•' . ;;r« ■ y y 


• y;.< C ,.;f : Cordially f ‘ 

■ ' - v; • '• ••• - Si IMjzzsx : jfooVw ' 


' 4 ■ *' 


:v 

-K - 

.. 1 , 

;C" 

,v ‘v 

•„) •• 

- i 

' ' 

S 3 ’-. 


L ‘**1 


r t 

'*-P> 


X& "' 


X/XX F ■■ •' 


Mr. To Ison ' 

Mr. Nathan • 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Cle B g 
Mr. Ladd ‘ 


Ir. Coffey 
. Sgfln 


Ir. Q lav in 

F t. Crow I - ’ 
r. Harbo 
Jr. Lester 
Ir. Hendon 
r. Nichols 
r. Rosen 
1. Sears - 


enclosures ■ 


:'^x ■ 


.’Quinn Temm V"^\ X*jf , . 


Isa Gandy 


• I if \ 


CO Ko-utl |.f< h'i ,‘i •' *• ■ tc vi * - 

; •■ . | V {, I L ; .'£.*0 . . ■' 




FEOEBAL 'fiUBEAU OP INVF.^tSATIWJ, ) 
ii. s. oEPAffiastff Of JiAincE ' 

a**— - " 


■. m 


X X--' 


IS 


'f 


FEE. 1; 

( : / ; - ZJjJ. xlXXXXSXf^f') X ' ' 






Ur.' Courtney Ryley Cooper V 
433 Horth • LokoVieu : Driv0 • 

Sabring* Florida . ' C ,•• ' • ALL- 1 r» O'Au iAl Pj 

V -Hr ■; 



•Boa*' Ryloy* .. _ , A' ; v' ; 

, •• ; For your inf oraation I an tr&hsisitting 

•horeirith.& copy of a coEKpnication # dated Fcbru- 
•ary 8th, fron Espresen^cive R« HS&oraoson, 
transmitting a - tel egjMf tinder date of February 
7th f ron . Ur* tiilllas^o^aan^ocos* Texas* in , 
protest to the articBo in thg ^toQglcaa J.IartaginO _ 
concerning tourist camps* , \A copy of ®y reply to 
Eopreoentative Thomson .is, ale© enclosed* '• ’• 

' • -• tilth best .nishse, 'as alnoys*.' ’K 

• ,’•. "• / Cordially, ,-vl , y’..; , ' 





recorbsb 




-v^r; 


Mr. To Ison •_ 

r\ *' • ' 

*• Mr. Fiathan 


, Mr. ,B. A. Tamm 
. Ktr.. Clegg < 


Mr. Coffey ■ 
Mr. Egan' 


r GSr. QIovId 

Mr'. Korbo ^ 

’* * i , y ■ 

Mr. Looter __ 

• Mr. Hendon 


Mr. -Mefntlre 
Mr. Nichols _ 
Mr. Rosen ' 


• Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Tour Room . 

I," 

• Mr. Tracy £ 


jiF" 


Miss" Gandy 



'^*..SM£aier ■ y 

• ’ ■ Editp? \ 

A®?i*ican ; : MQga^i4ae ' y 
' '• • 250 ; Park Avanue ■ • • 

F;.. y ■. Efqc York City j. ' • 

7.* • .B&'djf [it-, . Bloesoaj- y.Vyy’y' 

f.Qv your i^orsniion I.ao treneoittins . ' : yy v : 
; -'y herewith a co|)y of 'a cmxyuaication, dated Febru- ; , J'y ' v ' 
Y&i^jr 8th, .fr6tr ^Qproc©ipativQ-.R. £* Thonaccn, - a- .. , : ,' 

y . tt'ansaittiiyg s : tvloqsmi under date of February' : „• :ivy ■ 

; ; . 7tH ffoti ; I Ir«' Silii aa^PbsosaD*- Pocon , MTajcost, - in ' ;• .• • . . r [ ' 

.•* - protoet to the .orticio Tn ftho a Ancrican fianazino ' ' 

. .. concerning -touriit "coafJe*.-. £ copy of ay reply Tib 'VI,; . 

v'-. ftos^d 8 entatiy©.'%ppae<!to : 'i$' also enclosed.*' .* a\Vv •-.• 

: ■’ . -frith best tiiahoa. ' '.-V . V -V., ' tV ':»•••’<"• 


. ^ r ■ 

V •" 


* { 


'^S 


; ■ • ,v.y. frith beet Mshoa,- 

V-'V'- • : Cordially* 


W ' v . .. | H • 



OOWMUtelCAliOKi -i5tCt|l0W. .V 

’ y :iyy 'if l: • €•■ !> / 




; 5 ^' 


y; 

mu 

; y' 


yV ftbEftAL dimCAM: OF INVEST j(5Afi0rt y f\' 

’ ) * '• u . s! DFFAftr^mr or 1 )u$tiqe. ’ . > * 


i 





'ggcgRBgg, copy gaa is 







Mr* Suanor-lBloaepra 


; ' Editor . . / 

& Aticricem ile^aolh© 
250 Park Avonuo 
Haw York City 



JDoar tfcv Blosaoa* .■ 

For your iiif orju^’tion X sra toanfelitlng- 
. heroulth a copy of a coiaaunicatlon datop February 
-.27, 1940, received trm Sergeant A* F«Toreatc . . 
of the Springfield, Pana^ylvonia Police* ftilc 
letter cosoends tho AopCicle in , tho Anerican 
-liasaElno concarninp/^oarl iit em pa* A copy of 
B iy reply, is also enclosed* .-, 

; ■_ With' boat wishes, . 

V. \ •. Cordially, • • 


t 


I 
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EDGAR HOOVER 


SJT:DLS 


Iffeiieral SUtreatt of Inuestigatton 
United States department of Kusttre 
llUislTington, d. (ft. 

February 26, 194.0 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE- DIRECTOR 


Mr . /Scarborough 
Publi shing Company and Mr 
tPAmeri can uagasVne ca lied 
following a -telephone cal 
February 21, 1940. 

They stated the 
matter to Mr. Hoover and 
indicated in his telephon 
being written to Mr. Iioov 
They indicated that it wo 
request for Mr. IJoover to 
previously discussed this 


with the^tCr owell-Co lli er 
■ . Alber irfBe'hj'am in'bf~~TKe — 
at the Director's Office 
1 from Mr. Benjamin on 


y desired to present a 
that as Mr. Benjamin had 
e conversation a letter was 
er within the next few days, 
uld be in the nature of a 
make an address. I had 
with Mr. Benjamin . 






Respectfully , 

S. J. Tracy > 


Mr. Tolaon-. 
Mr. Nathan . 


Mr. E. A. Tamm. 


Mr. Coffey . 


i Mr. Glavin . 


| Ma, Ear|>0| 


Mr. McL^lIro 


Mr. RosJn 

Mr. QuinaTamm 

Tour Room 


Adm. Files 

Pers. Files 


Mr. Tracy . . . 
Miss Gandy - 


In view of the fact that neither of them 
had been through on a tour, arrangements were made 
for a special tour. They were extremely commendatory 
to the Bureau and to the Director and commented upon 
his genius in organi sati on following the tour. 




CC- 160 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
, i 

DIRECTOR 

Jftvbvml Bnrz&n of Jlnusstigatum 
Mniteh §tntes Bepartjmnt nf Sfusttre 
IBaaljin0tnrt,59.®. 



Date February 21 f 1QA0 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Pursuant to the instructions of Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Waters conducted Mr. Albert Benjamin and Mr. J. B. 
Scarborough both residing at 250 Park Avenue, New York 
City, New York on a special tour. 


Mr. To Ison ^ 
ttr. Ha than 


Mr. K. A. Tamm 

■Jr. Clegs 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Oaf fay 

Mr. Kean 

Mr. Q lav In ___ 
Mr. Karbo _ 

Mr. Lester __ 
Mr. Hendon 



Mr. ftosen _ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Tour Room 

Mr. Trcioy 
Mies Gandy 


The above mentioned gentlemen are associated 
with the American Magazine. They were very much impressed 
with the Bureau, and particularly so in the matter of 
cooperation between local law enforcing agencies and 
Federal law enforcing agencies, stating that they feel 
that the Bureau far excels other governmental agencies 
in this matter. They also, stated that they feel that 
the internal structure of the FBI as organized under 
your guidance, is far superior to any other govern- 
mental agency. 





cc Mr. Tolson 



Signature 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


% 


v 
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JEM : TM 


federal bureau of flnuratigatfon 
United States iBepartment of Huatire 
HUasbumton, 59. C. 

March 5, 1940 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 
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t3ri Tdlatm. 

jat. pitmen' 

A .*e 
,u. class 

,add.. 

Sgaa......... 

GlciVtli . fc»D»r 

It. Eaibo 

tastsr ..nor.OOiX'-O 

ii . 

U tJs. 

I'. Tv, -fit&rflftQ 

,hi! 

c. iteoel 

h . &. Tameu. 

*i 

^ r i‘ctt* |&K«n ..«. k oi 
|| AdiiA f il30 

| Pera. Itfilao ». 

h 

Mr. ’ttassj.. 


r 




The April, 1940, issue of ,l The American Magazine” 
contains items of interest to the Bureau as follows: 

X / 

Page 16 <7 "Rebirth of an American" by Howard ffushmore^,.,.,, \X. 
This is a personal ! story of "The confessions of a young revolu- j 
tionist" in which he tells how the injustices he saw in this i— 
country drove bim to abandon the democratic faith of his fore- 
fathers. He became a Communist and rose high in the ranks of 
that party in this country. He makes mention of the Communist 
newspaper, "The Daily Worker," and the activities of Earl Browder 
After some time he was disillusioned with this movement and his 
story as set forth "offers a vital challenge to our educational 
system." 

Page 71 - At the ^bottom of this page there is a 
cartoon which is captioned/p'You eaiujfget in ^troubl e with t he 
F.B.I. for that sort of, thi'ng^M rs^^ cGillicMdy . " 

Page 79 4j/" Sight seer ." There is a photograph on 
this page together pith a short statement regarding Gloria 
Jacobs, a 17 year old high school senior of Woodland, California, 
who "outshot the best of the G-men." She recently broke the 
world* s record for accuracy established two years ago by one 
of the Director* s marksmen. 

This magazine may be sent to the Bureau files. 
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Ueroh 14, ! 


spt of the u ; 

• vurioiio tourist and trail «*• *« „QiZ_ Company 

It is oignifioant to note that < .^ QI>8 , in c ouatry*"r. 

poroonai inopaoUon 1J2S I****™* lo *ado 
:*■ eel “ oWon 

' • • Xoqpootfully, • , 


W 0. ' yicHOLs 


■ 'KE?- TnjTcoTSj 

IG?- iCc^er* 

| Efev Fv / > IT CT?*-. 

i Tr^e. C?P*V* 

j 

‘ J#l% ..; t 

— .u. . \ 
B9b* 

|| i&.-Bcsoa , — ...k.'.- 
Ms. QaJUto&sKas,.;.. 
SmUo®^. 

22?. , =— . ; ' 


r-\ 



• ■■ ■ ' ^ ,i: 19 . iq if>,c.;.;:- ; .. 







■ r regret • exceedingly /that anything •‘• "have said, . ' .... , , . 

. ' \iV- either in the. article entitled "^amps of Crime," chi otherwise ,• • \ 

• : - should be at any time: a. s'ource of "loss,: ann.pyanc.e., ;or humiliation’ .to 

j ' any . law -abiding citizen of .this codntry.;' ’1 certainly. felt, and still : ...'• 

,feei that my article .concerning tourist- courts' would enable the . -j : 

legitimate, hi gli-minded operators pf 'such. camps to'- attain- a definite • •• . . 

' ' . - . degree of- success' in purging their- vocation, of the 'undesirable, ’ . .. 

• unlawful activities of- certain -unworthy members ;of- said 'Vocation. : 

; ’ v Sincerely yours, ■ /■ 'iv'k- ■' 
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C 0 ?£ :(EEB) •; ‘ ''-Y ^ % - • 

■' '■■ ...... . A' ifiiaiai, /.Florida; :...v .. . . 

'■ ^ebruapy 28, ; .i940 ; - .'f'V*: ' 
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'.^GRM'IDUId. FOR' THE DIRECTOR:' •. y.,. ■; yyy .. ^ ; V> . -‘'..v';; 

RE: - WARH'Em^ISEJvlAN f y y ■ ; Y‘ . y . /•/. 



" office 

• .cerning, y . . . . „ . . _ , . . . . 

npwledged : by this office.- 


V... V"- '.•> Respectfully; siabad tted , • : ;.. ; .., • ... /. 

. 'j., ".y~? : .. ! - 

. , r .'Special-- Agen^-.in'' Charge 
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;.\V vv.y^ 
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•.r-'-v:*'* •' * 


■ > ,, t . ... .* . v ■ . t r\jf 

': eopl(s©J>fi^^ 


• "•■ ■ ;■'•'• ••.-£•• •. • 

.•r- v-r. : 


Dear mr.-Hooy 



@&7)h\ Qaitiesyiile ; v , Florida 

; v; ... ; . .. ; Feb y.. 27 , •’lL94'0 '. : ! .>. d.> . *' 


0,1 , 
h 


operated 
ill yerify 


;1 .have bought a Tourist .Camp subject to; a large unpaid mortgage , and . have 
it tleaniy r'fpr thO 'entire '-tv/o ''years.' - Par . \J . P.hainsey' our/^herrif f P will’ 

■ ' this.-'', i* ; .*'•/•’ '••’./ dp •''•>: -’V./;; ' : 'p- • • •-. .• 

.*• Here-. are ’ soiae direct: results, of •.your: article "Camps of' Grille” ,.\- n-.;;-!p r 
, "•■ ■• .first, February- husine s dill ‘be. .off about* one* hundred hollars.' • . • 

; " ’ .... - Second': "I formerly had a : -'eood -nereentaae of tourists:- who! wanted -de : luxe. >. 


' v'-'F'* 
' SL- , 


, ' The hotels .could hot have gotten ‘buch results . if they' had. spdht '& million dollf.rs', 
in advertising ...on, the .pages of iftagazihes* rhioli .are;usuaiTy v dsed, .they’are, of * ’y. • y 
course, : usually 'the page's in the la;fter parf : of 'liiagazines and are recognized, as 
advertisements.'. ,.;*.' t P.-d;..\* V: v . : • - * ;• : 1 *V*'-‘\ ; * . *- : •• • ' . > s -' v 

; ;; ... V ; •/'l'?;. -. •' - •■ ' ■; r.;p-*'* -..-d- r- ' . .-^v 

■•Last fall;'! , Spent 'fifty* five' hundred V d.cil'ars. fov-provide firpt class accomodations • ’• dp 
at a. reasonable ■ price i People'* dho stopped- here nteil'; pleased . One... man .said. p d 

«.iou are-* toube •c6h|ratuiatdd.>-.-;'*jfpu are reaiiyvperfbrniin'g a public sercicei" Anbtherl> 



About 

Hotel 


if/ a week ago: an ; expensive car. with four' people stopped and ;asked: ' the :way 
i'L -Thomas'.; -%'wife told., them; .-and also told them that. we had, beat tifui ac 
datiohs-. l One; .of ' the women; impolitely told ’ her that she would’ ho ti stop vat 'si toupist : S|t 
. camp.-* That;.- if .she- 3 ould'\hot ;Sto at; a ' hotel ;; she,. .would: sleep in - the' car'-.. , . yS . ■ ' .*• 

; 'V ?4y. wife "is •'president- of -the P.T.A.. hi 'Ohihehviile^i..WQsi'.Si4e iSchopl 'and dr ( B. F. B» 

.. Duncajvis secretary. ; last Thursday'*; at- 'theEjiade&ing '^rs.- 'Jhihcanrxery; cattily; : said 
Wesetaah, 'was. vehy .much"’ surprised: t.Oy.iearii : , that' yph. -rah*, .a- tourist •camp." '*.,' 

.My wife asked- what was .v/rorig with. '.that'.'/ ’ 4 rs/ Duncan • said . ”? 3 hy tourist camp i-s'.".., 
just ’a . place that ..kee'ps' girl's . n -. 'f'e'h/'your. artidie^.^; widely • .raaa . r * •'* - ' 


•J-i 


KV 
. Hr ; 

m: 


, . . m ]gg}®DRDE'D , ( 

i have -a- wife; arid- two .children.- * They. -are just as’. : 

children. There are'no exceptions. Mr. J.I 


ana-| 1 

ti4he cloud 


IV.rViV ■*. 


yY) ‘* r 


nk :in 

ae ,to well 


- of suspicion. ;'.. ,,- --T- '.' ;..•;-* -'*: ' - ,* ;*.'-.. ; 

. : You*, are' a .'pbbiic - man. and you , know /that - the great: 

, .terms •* of • generalities . . . mf is true 'that you gave "a- ^ 

/operated courts ; but the. impression -was, left tiiat the .gr.dat majority vier^e ^. 

"..* ' refuse to -believe as some. court 'omiers do*, that. yoV^werh. paid by.: a "liotel 'a; 

. > •iation to write or cause to be mitten this dr tide. •'•'Instead- Ij, think you were 
/Used as a: toll:, unintentiallyi by' means .of sdme- skillfuily^ ^'execute'd -plan of some 
. /hotei OT7ner ' n friehds n .: of yours. •' T. ’under's tand'-.tha't hotels. are 'distributing copies : 

/ of Camps of , Grime '.by-V the ’ tlipusand. I' have no ' ; quarrel-:. with ;the; hotel ,ovmers>/ Most ' . ; 
: / of them .are trying* to make an honest living. ^ VI' 





• . Ffer e- 'is a challenge . . . if^'ybu'r intension's.' .were, honest yh'en you /wro.te; n C^mps. : . . 0 { ' .• 

Y; pf GTiiae.'’ please, write another,; article-: called' " n oteis ;of •Crime..” u iye !' ' *// ' 

’ the well conducted hotels' uirthepraise . due but -quote /facts -about . others'; ; '• ;' r ' 

' ; ‘ if there; are no iilmahaged ■ hotels , ip /your. city-, i" 'invite you to come here as; .my. . '• -; 7 . .• . 
• • • gei)st. a : t.-Hil-t6p Cottages/.' f 1 will' •: he' glad' to/helf you 4 inyehtiga.te.. f-or *:day:- ■ ■ ; • >._ 

' r d'r -.a .week; \Vl ft sure, that' weSiil find;, 'both; .typPsVoperating'.and . about the' .same- ' ;• 

^ / percentage 1 :• of each class as are found in tOy.riet v caniys.» ' 'I,, also think th^t,-,yon . 

V 'will! ’find crooks in the- saiad .perceritage! .amprig business men. , lawyers, law.lehforceme* 

■ V ‘officers', and; poli.ticiahs J as' well as' all other qlass't'vof-v.n^rt. y V -! ; - V : 

\. I assure, you!.- that the/ tourist-^ the;, better ;e.iasg . are just 

’ ; anxious as ydu .are to:' s.e.e' the.!, , unde Sirahle camps abolished fVq yf/- ; ; 

•' Please ' tell- nie if you intend -to rest, on your oars.: or wili-.l have the Cppojr- - ; .! 

' ;tunity to readv ^Hotels v of* CriVae • " ♦ \ ‘ ’ *'v‘. ’■ y, v ’* .%• >:"■ ^ ; ,x; • , 






Mr. Tolfton 
Mr. Nathan 


Mr. E. A- Tamm 
Mr.. Clegs . 
Mr. Ladd 


, Mr. Coffey 
. Mr. Egan 


Mr. Clavln 
Mr. Harho’ 
Mr. Lester 


Mr. Hendon ^ 

Mr. Me lilt ire 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Per*. -File* 

Adm. Files 
Tour Room 
Mr. Tracy 
Miss Gandy 
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March 23* 1940 




Mias LuElla E. Watson 
Superintendent : 
Chippewa County Schools 
Montevideo* Minnesota 


Deer Miss Watson: : 

I have your letter of March 18th and was ’ 
much interested in its contents. 

I can appreciate the probleno involved in 
..the maintenance of tourist camps and I can assure you 
that X admire very much indeed the efforts of high-minded, 
law abiding citieens like yourself, who are intensely 
Interested in placing the tourist camp vocation upon a 
' high plane* .... 

Any future writing of articles by me is 
dependent upon so many conditions that it is impossible 
• at this time to definitely say Just what may be done . 

' along that line. In the matter of your specific inquiry, 
may I point out the difficulty of attempting to offer 
advice without a knowledge of local conditions; v My 
suggestion at this time would be that you keep in as 
close touch as possible with the Ideal law enforcement 
official or organisation responsible for conditions in 
your vicinity. I am sure that, with your devotion to the v 
public good, you will be able, to a very great extent at 
least, to meet any and all requirements in connection ■- 
with your camp. ■ ,V- 


With best wishes* I- am 

* u. v. •: •' . V- ‘ 

Sincerely yours, 

<?.o ' E&S® S0OT0S 


••COWt'3NIGATl0Nb .SkP Hf 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 

■ . ,jf 

** • ; . : ' • . v.* . 


vCSljSRW. .1 
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ChippewACountv Schools 

^ U ^ L1 - A E^Watson, Superintendent 

T vJ 

MONTEVIDEO, MINNESOTA 


March IS, 1940 



J.EDgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Washington, D.O, 


ii information contained 


“ ■«!. 




Bear Mr. Hoover, 

„ . ^y ). : 1 read your artcle on Crime in thd 

in thd ^American Magazine with much interest, 
operate a tourist camp at Montevideo, Minnesota. I 
keep it a clean place, free from any vice. We live on the 
place, my father, mother and brother and myself. We believe 
ww tun it as clean as we can. But what bothers us is how 
are we to know if unmarried couples come and rent % cabin 
if they register as man and wife. 


r T ouiS 1 st 
I~oWin=end~ 
try to 


. . Will you write another article for the 

American or some other magazine in which you give us 
from your experience just how we are to detect the 
criminal and how to handle those situations? 


J « ~ . r 

, 1 as one of the operators^ :of a camp would 

Sico-ly cooperate with the officers in every way if I 

thought for a minute that I was doing anything to further 
crime. 

* Montevideo is atown of less than 5000. 

Would it be as likely to have the criminal element coming here 
or do you usually find them nearer the large cities# 


Very truly yours. 



*zM - 
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RICHMOND , VIRGINIA ' 

t j ■ • * , V- . * ^ ‘ *•;* * • 

March- 26, 1940 ' 


- V. 
>> ' 



:V Cy 


■ • -rv- 
, ■,<; ? • 


4-;>> 




: . ...v 

' % 

- ' s.V s 


Director >. V- "}■. 

(Federal Bureau of Investigation; ‘ .■ 

Washington, D, Y.YY Yy-V ' 

Re: Undesirable Aspects. of Tourist 

v V . Camps in this .Area , V : . ' 

Dear Sir.:, ■ •*:-/ ; v--- .-v- -\VT.\-‘ ■ . - ; 


• - : . I am transmitting herewith an article entitled \ 
_ ''JJAET/ WOMAN A^HXXtATED IH CABIH," 

■ This artiole: appears under a Lynohburg date 
lin© in the Richmond , Times Dispatch dated March 26 , 1940. 


C\ . : ’ JEL:LH • ' • . ' 

..." -Vw,': \ . : 


Very truly yours, ' ,. 


Special Agent in Charge 


Enclosure 


i.bg;y; i(. X : 'X , ' ... ‘ • 

‘ , •* 1 -Li • •’ :- 1 
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(S 4 

FEDERAL BURE/ 

tU OF INVESTiGATO 

v IViAk- 


' ’ * 1 


,*'N 

.-Si? 


• V--:. 






, . 


RCFMWD 






1 ’ ^ 

- ' < • 

V- : V 


v • ‘- 1 . • 

) . r 

'tfL 


March 21. 2940 


-W -k. 


<h 


W- 






*a~ & ¥ 


■-P*> V- 


jtr 


■Mr • ^Albert 'Benjamin; .- 
A a o&C.t ate' S4i to F- " > : 
5W ■ AoeH'oqa JCama'i ne 


^ £50 ;• 

• • y&ptSj .Mot d Tort 

% 4 V \\ • 

i ^ ? y\pcar Mffp Benjamins 



% 


v . . . 

• ?i . I have received your letter of March 

i&jr -1940*1 end deeply appreciate the invitation- 
to participate in yctir series of SdttorteX 
£i^e heone^y ■ •. 


• • . ■' ' pp would bo a pleasure to appear on; ■ 

ono\pf tp&be program^ but J find that uy present 
cornftticnta and the man y t hin go which require my. 
cIq'cq personal attention- tmke. it absolutely • 
impoQoiblc for nc to Indicate any date 'upon which 
1 night Join yen. : ,1 Mono you will understand my 
.position in this mat'ler and also he® nuoit X appre- 
ciate your thinking, of m. v . • ’ ■ 


•: t 


; j ■©«’■ \jlc6. %ka>$ yoti o® nu0h anJ®yo& yotlr 

tear through the. &BX headquarters s end ora 
•; Hr. *‘s**r "vGr? y X .mo' wt here t.o personally greet you-* 

.•l^TSr* n* /^Tsrtro^.--- • . • . ‘ * • .... • 


: ||Hr. ta« i- r - { 

' V’Mr.-t y. 7 *? — i. 


\ Vs+*m- 

i?* • 


. . i 


. : \. fifth- pcctwi'ahee and .kind regards f 

1 - » •: •• • ■' : ' ' ’•’ Sincerely . youre f . . . : . 

J. Edgar Hoover 

liar, t. ’ . !• ..• . • •' ••.. . • ■;■•.■•. ■ . 

gMr '. / •. : . /• , ' • . 

j| Mr. T •.•; — ■■■ ^ ' ' , . ; •:'••• ; . .. 4 

; ,.v, York .City 
' L'.-VW^as. 
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e American Magazi 

THE CROWELL- COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 






Editorial Rooms 






Dear Mr. Hoover: 


M L information 
HERON 13 i)Np ]-^^ n I 

Tt? AMPDT n A TvT Tiff A C 


Kk 


/ear THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE 


rives a series of Editorial 
Luncheons in Boston, Philadelphia, Derrcrtt," Cleveland,' Akron, Cine in- 
nati, Indianapolis, Chicago, Minneapolis, St. Louis, Louisville, and 
New York City. As our guests at these luncheons we have the 
executives of national advertising agencies and the executives of 
industries that advertise nationally. .* .In other words, the cream of 
American business men. The luncheons will be held the middle three 
weeks in May. 

At the present time we are planning this year’s program. 

IJ^fs customary for us to invite several contributors to our pages^ 
to take part , in our program by making a two or three minute speech^ 

We would be delighted if you could join us in some of the cities. 

While I know that you time is pretty well scheduled, it might be . 
possible for you to make the New York dates on Ma y Z Z and__ May 27 . ^ 

The luncheons on these dates will be held in the Ballroom of the_ 
Waldorf-Astoria . Detroit, too, is a very important town for us, and 
we will be there at the Statler on May 15. All expenses that you 
might incurewhile taking part in the program will, of course, be 
paid by us. 

I am sure that you would enjoy the tour, and the people 
you would meet. Past experience has shown us that it would be am 
excellent thing for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. You 
might talk with Coop about it as he took part one year, and did an 
excellent job* 

J. B. .Scarborough, the Advertising Manager of THE -AMERICAN 
MAGAZINE, and I were in Washing ton recently and called at your 
o trices t o outline the plan to you. You were in Miami, however, but 
Mr. Tracy was extremely kind to us. I might add that we have never 
had such an interesting time as we did while making a tour of your 
department . 

No definite commitment is needed at the present time, 
but I do wish you would write and tell me how you feel about joining 

OUr tOUr - MCOBDBD * INDEXES 

Sincerely yours 


Mr. TolsonrT 
Mr. Nathan . 
Mr. E. A. Tam 
Mr. Clegg . 
Mr. Ladd.. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan... 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. 23 or bo 

Mr. Lester . 

if 

Mr. Hendon... 
Mr* Mclntire 
Mr. Nichols y. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Quinn Tar 
I ^Tour Room . 
Adm. Files .. 
Rera. Files .. 
Mr. Tracy . . . 
Miss Gandy Vs 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau, of Investigation 
Washington, D. C« ^ 
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March 28 , 1940 



Director . 

. Federal Bx^asii ©f Bwestigrbl^ 
UasMngfcou, B« C» 


HEREIN JS UfJC 

flATF 7 



. ‘ • t . . • 


Boar Sirs 

is a scoll panphlot • .■ 

bearing the title ^&SJp3 of Cries* * At 

of the cmoT page oa th© cwtoSd?) app^w *W J « ■ 

Ho«mr oith Courtesy Conges*- 1 . 5Fus ganphlot > 

Vlxg inia, in a sttfS «conpAe& V Speeial . . ’ . 

hlXSCH of tMfl offiCQ* • .' r '' •• 

■•■'.■_• ' Perij^ps tfosa© pcsojpblata tore cot co to the at* ■ 

tontica of 'the Bureau before, ait it ia thou^t that&m 
. Borsau ttoriUl be ideated *v fcwtfy of toe d^osition ■ 

' of theca pami^lets. It raoer be added that Lr. JO^IL B E. • • 

f MPTS 1 .!. of .th© CB/^CELLCR HOTuIb, .is reported i® 

operate the hotel m n very strict basis ajdis 
ful not to allcjjr aegr ^proper activities on th© part of 
. the gaast3* ; . • ... ■•."•"• ...... 

'.-• •■ W • • ‘:t',- ' . .. iFerv traSSy yours. 


/t l* 


A .. 


' W \ 



ORIGINAL fTJJS 
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RCtifGH 


# 


/ > 


.March PS B 1040 


i 


SBOO BPS®: •'< 





L///SM 


WD;;:r‘ 

: - . 

Zfr* Courtney, My ley Cooper 

\Ttic'i7<rylin ~ i 

542ft. Street * and. -Uadi con Avenue 

iScn torii, Me o. forts ' 


Pear FyXCyt ..• v . ' ; ; 

■ I have received yen? latter of . 7 ■ 
March 10 } 194C, with dhi eh' you ■ enclosed 
the letter ..addressed to you by Mr . 5* : 

M, Solomon, inquiring concerning .the. 
sensitised fingerprint cards v)hi eh Co 
not require inis, 

I have cozzmnt Gated, di recti y with" 
Mr, Solemn, telling him that yon called , 
Ma letter to my attention, and advicing' 
that this material can be purchased from 
the Faurot Protective Identification By s» 
Incorporated, 540 Madison Avenue, Sew- 
'torts, s, J7(?y fork. 


i 


r : *(Y. 

£j -«v. ^ 

■| •U\S.A. l .f'aurSl MW 



regards , 
Cordially, 


J o Edgar Hoover 


; .■ io ?&\ -geg rpn. i 

■ m A-a, L E D 


: - , .,i?J iv?. v • . ; ‘ ! 

■ feoeiwl cunau qf iwvEoriciArioP). 
v. c. pgP^T^T 
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J 

h 



COPY 





THE WEYLIN 

54th Street and Madison Avenue 
New York 


Mar, 18 


Dear Edgar: 

Is it possible to give the name 
of the manufacturer of this sensiti sed 
paper ? 

/s/ By ley " 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Wathcn 

Mr. E. A- Tamm 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. L^dd 

Mr. CoUcv 

Far. Egnn 

Mr. GS.avin 

Mi*. Harbo 

Mr. Lester 

Mir. Hendon 

Mr. Mciniirc 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Roserjj 

Mr. Quinn 'Lamm 

Tour Room 

Adna. Files 

Pers. Files 

Mr. Tracy . . 

Miss Gandy. 
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Hrf 8&amr> 

• ' ■ Editor v . :• .? . 

■ -v: • ^Am erican Uagassim 
■ ■■ ■ . asd^FSrTTlivmm^^: 
V ; /;gd Tarf; 



vr. ^ . 


' Doer Ur*, Mcbeons •.:•• 




l^> 

/ 

U 



. fron Senator- Jareeo E? 
together- ioit.h a copy of tty ' reply thereto* 

■' : ' ... ; With, boot uiokeo f:\", . .• 
!. V v-v- •; . ■■' y: ; ■ •.'••’•• >; ‘. Sincerely > - *’ 

■■" . Jo Edgar Hoover . 
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March 6, 1940 ^ 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover J? 

Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Dear Mr. Hoover : 

Upon receipt of your letter of February 3 
referring to the criticism by Mr. Will E .^Holbe in of 
your article entitled ijcamps of Crime", I forwarded 
a copy to Mr. Holbein.. I am now in receipt of another 
letteryfrom Mr. Holbein, as Executive Secretary of 
the' ^ontana Cabin Cam p Owners Association, in which 

_ - RECORDEI> si/ / / , , 

he persists in his criticism. & ^ Q ~ l# Ct S> 

INDEXED ' ' 

Judging from his present letter, he seems x 1 

to be of the opinion that the article "Camps of Crime 

constitutes the basis of some sort of a conspiracy 

to injure the tourist camp owners of the country. 

y 

He now claime that the American Hotel Association has 
secured full permission to reprint "Camps of Crime" 
and is using it in the furtherance of this conspiracy. 

He claims that hotel owners, members of the American 
Hotel Association, are receiving letters asking them 
to subscribe for definite numbers of copies of the 
reprint, in order to effectively circulate them to 



f /vV 






1 





Hon. J. Edgar Hoover - 2 

the detriment and injury of the camp owners. He con- 
tends that the American Magazine is a party to this 
conspiracy and that it apparently knew in advance 
that the original orticle was suggested by an official 
of the American Hotel Association. 

Mr. Holbein is pressing me to take further 
action in the matter and feels that it is the duty of 
the Attorney to make a thorough investigation 
and require that steps be taken to undo the injury- 
suffered by the tourist camp owners of the country. 

Before taking the matter up with the Attorney General, 

I thought I should write you this letter. Perhaps you 
could tell me whether or not it is true that the 
American Magazine is reprinting the article for 
circulation by the American Hotel Association. It 
would appear to me that if the American Hotel Association 
is pursuing such a course it is pretty strong evidence 
that the article was severely damaging to the tourist' 
camp owners. 

I would be glad to hear from you again if 
you have anything to suggest that might enable me to 
end this controversy. 
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March 23 , 1940 





• Mr* 6 aane^|v 81 op 8 oo . . / ' '■ 

Editor "; /■ '• ; : 

0 America n Magaglno • : ’• 

■ ' 25O 7 /; 

Hew York City • ; . 7 

Dear Mr. Blossom* : . , 

For your information I as irane- ■ 
fitting herewith a copy of a communication dated 
ttarchyiath, • /roMkMtggJli^ of . 

Montevideo .^Minnesota, relative to the recent 
article onyxcmrlst camps. A copy of ray reply 
la also en'cioaed.'r^ - '^' '' .• 

' tfith beet wishes, 

■' ••• Cordially, - • [ 


Enclosures : 



;N^;. • 











COPY (EEB) 
CAHsMKH 

94-3-4-20 - 


March. 18, 




BECORM® Mr . SumneiABlossom 

anW*in. : 

. .2*50 tark Avenue - 
V' • New York, New York 


Dear Mr. Blossom: 



As of possible interest in connection with the recent 
article in the American Magazine concerning tourist camps, I 
am forwarding herewith photostatic copies of a number of news- 
paper atticles and editorials. 


With best wishes and kind regards. 


Cordially, 


Encleenees 


"CAMPS OF CRIME " Pontiac]?:' Mich, Press. 2-1-30 

TOURIST CAMP DEFINITION STUMPS LEGISLATIVE GROUP" Richmond. Va. News Leader 

Pebraary 2, 1940 

"THIS BILL MUST NOT DIE" Norfolk, Virgian Pilot, 2-4-40 

TOURIST CAMP BILL" Richmond, Ye., News Leader 2-5-40 

"TOURIST CAMP BILL REPORTED UPON ARRIVAL AT DEFINITION," Richmond Vs. 

Times Dispatch, 2-6-40 

"TOURIST CAMPS" Lynchburg News, Lynchburg, V 8 ., 2-6-40 

"IF THIS BILL IS NOT PASSED " Lynchburg/ Ve., News, 2-8-40 ' 

Escerpt from article in Richmond News Leader, Richmond, Va. 2-8-40 
9 "Tourist Camp Bill Has Two Opponents", (subheading) 

"TOURIST CAMP REGULATION VOTED BY HOUSE..." Richmond Times Dispatch 2-9-30 
TOURIST BILL PROGRESSES" Richmond News Leader, 2-9-40 
"THE' 5JHESXXHM QUESENBERY BILL" Roanoke, V a ., Times 2-11-40 
"TOURIST MEAL LICENSE ASKED" Richmond News. Leader, 2-20-40 
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Re's Chris ^Lsnbor - ; ■ '■‘.'1^'. ' V 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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CC-161 


SHetieral iSnrean of Utiueatigatinn 
United §tates department of Rustics 
®3aBl?iJt0tmt, 59. C. 



Date 4^2-40 


Mr. To loon 
Mr. Nathan 
Mr. E. A. Taman 

Mr. Clegs 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Qlavin __ 

Mr. Karbo _ 

Mr. Lester _ 

Mr. Hendon _ 

Mr. Mclntire 

Mr. Nichols 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Tour Room _____ 
Mr. Trocy __ 


Mias Qondy 




t 


Courtney Ryley^Cooper called from. New York 
to advise that Huberlspielly , the new Managing Editor 
of^Ame r i can JIagjufijne_J will be in Washington on 
WednesWay^ Thursday and Friday this week. 

He was very much interested in suggesting 
that he be given a special tour of the Bureau. I 
told him that he and his friends would be taken care 
of and I felt sure the Director would be happy to 
meet them . 

Mr. Kelly will call me before ten o'clock 
tomorrow morning and arrange to come over. 

Respectfully , 




■**/.•« Z 0 — 

.. i.i\- •• 





Signature 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
' ^DIRECTOR 


CC-160 


Slureatt of Jmirstxgattnn 
-lilmtcft states department of Uuattre 
maaljinaton, d. C. 




Date April 5 , 1940 






MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Re : Special tour 


This is to advise that in accordance m/C h Mr- Nichols 
instructions, Mr. Noon conducted Mr.- Hubert^Kel lev and son, 
Thomas, 13 Prospect Avenue, Darien, Conn., on a* special 
tour of the Bureau yesterday meaning. 


/K/ d . 

£±ng ear 


/ 

M 


Mr* Kelley is the managing editor of the America n 
Magazin e » His son, Thomas^ celebrated his ninth birth- 



HIM tiondy 


day April 3, and his dad had planned to bring him to 
Washington in order to see the G-Men as a part of the 
boy's training and felt that the prospect of meeting 
the agents personally was the most coveted object in his 
son's mind. Mr. Kelley shot the tommy gun while at the 
range. He is a World War veteran and was somewhat familiar 
with firearms. 

J\s you no doubt know . t heQimerican Magazine has 
pub lished several articles written by Courtnev Rvley Cooper 
concerning activities of the FBI. Mr. Kelley stated th at 
the American Magazine is chiefly read by the bmi^gffoi..g • 
and that these readers have an avid interest in the 
stories written about the FBI . 

After the tour was completed, Thomas was finger- . 
printed and as Mr. Kelley had requested to meet you, 
inquired and found that you were unavailable at the tinw&, 
Mr. Nichols then met these folks, and went to lunch wit}?- 

them * RECORDED & INDEXED r 

Respectfully, 


cc-Mr. Tolson 
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. ; . "'Third Dagree* Is Vicious n £ LbuiaUille Couriex^JournaL* 4/7/40 

• : ■ > : . • • •••'.*• “folic© Efficiency/' Journal & Star,. /Lincoln, Nebraska, 4/7/40 

, / • ; • • , "Hoover Decries; 'Third Degree'."., Beaumont* Texas, Journal, 4 / 5/40 

/• . * "Head-'G-Man Makes Plea for Help To TJipe Out 3rd Degree Methods*" 

■ Davenport* Iowa, Democrat Ledger* 4 / 5 / 4 O ‘ . 

./, “The Third Degree Condemned*" Enterprise* Beaumont* Texas* 4 / 7/40 

; v.v. \. '’Ho over Condemns ' Third Dear ee ,n ; Scranton* Pa . / Tribune » 
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rwt ><jf tot ton the act tv mec : of 'those • contributtnri V 
vo crimes. ... .• , *:* . *• /. ** • :» •; : l • 


ptth. be $.$ ipishec hnd'I;tri&- regctrdOy : ' 
'V v ,r Sincerely yo a'fs^ - • “ 
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Dear Director Mr* Hoover s 


c /¥-3 -vSoo Xg 

^eSfiingJryduriF | . . nt 
Camps of, Crime? 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau ofi Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

RECORDED 
& 

INDEXES'. 

Since receiving your letter of March 1st e: 

appreciation of our commendation of your arldcljp 

which appeared in the February issue o f .. the ^ Amelrix an ~M^&2iAev~we9 4fi 
have reoeived numerous reports from our associates that reprints 
of this article are being distributed by some mtm^^-s^oi'atid'D.QE 
or associations as a means of fighting the Auto! Court Industry as 
a whole. In interviewing some of these hotel ojwners and managers 
they have admitted the distribution of these phamphlets^is-de.sigaec 
to attract the publio "back to the hotel". 

Our organization is designed and functions with the sincere 
aim of establishing more friendly relations between Auto Court 'i 

operators and Hotel people, with the result that the Auto Court 
owners are more than willing to recommend the better class of hotels 
in preference to the auto courts that tolerate abuses and are a dis- 
credit to the industry. Several auto court owners have asked that 
we communicate with you regarding the reprint - stating that this 
reprint is in such small type and so difficult to read that the 
first blush of fits front and inside cover misleads the reader and 
discourages further reading. They have noticed that there is no 
evidence of sponsorship of these reprints. They feel that this 
should be made public because these phamphlets have been picked up 
from A. A. A. Travel Bureau counters as well as in hotel lobbies. 

The writer has had to- take your letter from his files and show 
it to three or four of the Auto Court operators to. get your point 
over to them, and some of our better class of restaurant operators 
anticipate reactions detrimental to their service to the public if 
they send patrons to one or the other with such a "war" going on. 

We would appreciate receiving your comments in this regard, 
and trust that the distribution of the reprints will not retard 
the volume of the nation's Newest Cash Business - the tourist in- 
dustry. 

Courteously yours, 

^THFl® TRAILS, 

, ' Xf/Z/m/s' ,r lU w "V 

JLA/I JJ&Bsociated to 1 Serve" 

0£$0 N\£ - L- / 

IfpStfoils 7/0 



£V f l Etc TVs st at its 'Stst' 
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. .May 1, 1940 . 



Mr.Opha Moore 
Executive Secretary 
The Buckeye State 

Sheriff e * Association 
Southern Hotel 
Columbus, Ohio 




Dear Mr*; Mooret ;• 

I have received your, letter of April 19* ' ' 

1940, and I appreciate your comments relative to ray 
article on the Third Degree which appeared in the Hay, 
1940, issue of the American Sagasine* 


I must advise that this Bureau does not 
Contemplate taking any action along the lines which 
you suggest. It is thought, however, that you may 
desire to communicate with Mr. Sumner Blossom, Editor f 

of the American Magaaine, 250 Park Avenue, Mew York, - 
Mew York, relative to this matter. 

9 . - • • ‘A 

lith best wishes and kind regards. 




OFFICERS 




BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

THE PRESIDENT. AND 
RALPH ELSER, YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 
JOSEPH FARBEANN, LOGAN. OHIO 
ALBERT H. FRENCH. BUCYRUS, OHIO 
MURTON F. PINNEY, DELAWARE, OHIO 

★ 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
SOUTHERN HOTEL 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 

T E L E P H O N E~ A D AMS 6840 


April 19,1940 



1 / 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 
F. B. I, 

Department of Justice, 
Washington D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Somewhat delayed perhaps, I have just read 
your story in May American on the Third Degree. 

For many years I have known more than is 
pleasant about this subject'. You do not over-state it. 

However much good the article in The^Ameriean 
may do, it will not reach very many people who could be 
enlisted in this behalf. If any one goes to the trouble 
of having a reprint edition of the article alone published 
and made available at the cost; of presswork and paper, we will 
pay for 2,000 copies to be mailed with a letter to our Sheriff 
members and to our large list of Associate members. 

With personal good wishes. 
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' Ifr* Benry Zippinoott , 

.Pauly .. Ja i 1 -Dui Id i tig Co Bpetay, ■ ■ . 



'• incorporated 
Boa lid 

Bayne., Pemaylvania 


Pear Ur, 


■■ Zippimott* 



'■f.'&jf&h '-to acknowledge receipt of 
your Gomtiuni cat tori dated April. 1060, 
and to ado too that I do not havcavail- 
able for distribution copies of the 
booklet Mampo of Crine*.? 



I was very nuch interested in your . • * " ;■ - . ' 

ebeervations regarding the elitithation of . . ' i ' 

gunplay* In the event that. you. happen to ' ■ /' • <y 

he ‘ in Washington at any tine in the future •'• • . . <w. 

I shall be glad, to discuss f hi 0 natter with v‘ 1 
you if I css available and th the event ;I . 
m .not in v,y office at; the tim of your call' . ft 

I have tsade drr@ngepie.hte for you to see . ' 'ns ; . 

one of ny aoeietanto* •• ■ •••' ■ " ’• V- . 


Sincerely yours, . • -f '3 
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• - V'jr I.' should' like to.' giye them . to ; friends of mine ,. • who : have families',.. .. -• ■ . ; ^ .'■ •• : 
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Mr. Tolsoa a 
Mr. Nathan 


ifr. SunncrjBlosoom 
Edi to r , & Anori con, Magazt nsC^Yv' 1 
25 0 Pars A yen ue ~ ‘ ' 4 . 

If cm York, Hew York 

Dear Bloat’ 

1 an enclosing for your possible 
interest a photo static copy of an editorial 
entttl ed'r 1 Brutal it y of the Third Degree " 
wh i ch appeared in the April IS / 1940; edition 
of the Banner-Herald, Athens t Georgia 

Thb editorial was forwarded to me 
by Hr, //. J^Rowe^ - Editor of the paper . 

With best wishes and kind regards , 

Sincerely yours, ; 

«Fo Edgar Hoover 
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! I “An alert, well-trained and competent! 

j i foi’ce, on the other hand, generally J 

j l v a s a conviction record of at least 50 per 

! ; ; -*n f , and the FBI proves the value of 

i i brains over brawn beyond argument. Nine- 

1 tv-six per cent of the cases which its 

agents investigate result in convictions. 

i : i . “That the third degree is inhuman is 

! • admitted, but today throughout America 

| 1 . we have science, intelligence, efficiency, 

i i j in one community; while in the very next. 

! ] ! | county, perhaps, brutality and ignorance 

I 1 reign, threatening the safety of every citi- 

zen through inept protection; false ' ar- 
] ; j rests, and bungling methods which en- 

i I ; danger the innocent while the guilty es- 

1 1 | cape. 

} : l After citing numei’ous specific cases oi 

! i police brutality through use of the third 

j i decree, Mr. Hoover concludes with a plea 

! : fop public assistance: ' 1 j 

i “You can help to make the third degr ee 

! extinct by insisting, as a taxpaying ci[|i- 

i 1 yen, that'your police department be given 

the personnel, equipment, training and 
j 'freedom from political domination with 

I which they can obtain convictions without 
! confessions. 

! I “In a single year fully 60 per cent of 

: ! all the police chiefs in the nation lost their 

' jobs, and few indeed of the remainder 

I | counted themselves as wholly safe from 

I | • the inroads of pressure, politics, or re- 

prisals. As long as merit and efficiency 
I | go unrewarded on police forces you wil’ 

j continue to have third degree methods and 

inferior law enforcement.” 

Director Hoover has done and is now \ 

i doing a great job. The federal govern- 

i ment has from time to time taken notice 

I S I as to what would take place should ^i* f 

; I I d< partment be interfered with or disrnpt- 

i | , ■ ecj, and in every instance Mr. Hoove^Thaf . 

i ; been endorsed. - f 





.'Dear ©loss ' 

I thought you night be interested in '■ 
tho attached dopy of an editorial . entitled IfThugo 
in_Uni£orrn" based upon t$r recent article in the 
AncrTena ffbalinq with third fiojsreo cotaods* 





THE PRESS SCIMITAR 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
4/6/40 


-Thugs in Uniform,—- 

As long as “thugs in uniform” are 
permitted to wring “confessions'* from 
prisoners by beatings and torture, no 
one is safe, no matter how innocent 
he is. 

In a signed article in The American 
Magazine, J. Edgar Hoover says: 

Despite advances in scientific law enforce- 
ment in the past few years, there still re- 
mains one vicious blot — the third degree — 
which all thinking students of crime preven- 
tion, including the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, are trying to rub out by substituting 
scientific training in place of brutality. 

The FBI has records of charges of third 
degree methods from practically every state. 
Many inefficient police officers thruout the 
country still rely upon the rubber hose to 
beat unreliable confessions out of their pris- 
oners. My indignation against the third de- 
gree arises from practical as well as humani- 
tarian reasons. No matter how viciously they 
beat and abuse their suspects, the average 
third degree officer manages to convict only 
about one out of every five prisoners whom 
he takes into court That is a record of 20 
per cent efficiency. 

An alert, well-trained and competent police 
force, on the other hand, generally has. a con- 
viction record of at least 50 per cent, and the 
FBI proves the value of brains over .brawn 
beyond argument Ninety-six per cent of the 
cases which its agents investigate result in 
convictions. 

So let's do away with the brutal 
third degree. 

Let's do away with it not only be- 
came it is inhuman and shocks tour 
seiiibilities, but because it is ineffi- 
cient and shocks our taxpaymg 
podketbook. * 
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A Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
I Federal Bureau of Investigation 
'j- Washington, D. C. 

Dear sir: 


{ IKFCn““ATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 


It i3 with great reluctanfcy that I trouble such a busy man as I 
know you are, but I feel the urgency of my request warrants bothering you. 

I have recently finished reading a book by Mr. (Courtney Riley Coope 
DESIGNS IN SCARLET , Ifi which he claims to have cooperated with the FBI and 
states that much of the factual information presented in his book is ori\ f i] 
with your agency. • 


I would appreciate greatly your answering the following questions 
concerning Mr. Cooper's work: 

1) Are the conclusions drawn by Mr. Cooper a valid picture of the 
American scene today? In other words, do these dangers he points out exis 

2) Do you consider the book a good one for me to recommedd to adul 
particularly parents?? 


3) Would you consider it a valid reference book for one preparing 
a paper on Children's Courts?’ 

RECORDED & INDEXED. I 


Now these three questions may seem quite trivial 
patriotic citizen I would like an opinion from you on them 


Kindly answer as soon as possible. 
Thanking you in advance, I remal n. 




4 MAY 3 194<) 

j U, S. ffi/ui 




J. Ell 1 3% ole 
Instructor of Remedial Reading 
(lit. TJ. S. A. FA-'S-Hes* )• 
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^federal bureau of Inueatigation 



United §tatca Department of duattce 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 



Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


A 




there are transmitted herewith two pamphlets 
entitled^Camps of Crime which were written by the 
Director, in conjunction with COURTNEY RYLJ3^C00PER. 
This article appeared in the February, 1940 issue of 
the"* A merican Magazin e, and according to the pamphlet 
has been r epr in/ed~~f r orrT that magazine with the per- 
mission of th^TCrow ell-CoI lier Publishing Company. 

se pamphlets were obtained from the 
desk at th^jK&c cidental Hote l, in Muskegon, Michigan 
by Special Agent WAYNE W. KLEMP, where they were 
available for distribution. The article has ob- 
viously been reprinted by the hotel or a hotel as- 
sociation. 


It is believed that these pamphlets may 
be of interest to the Bureau in the event the re- 
printing of .this article and its distribution in 
this form have not previously been called to the 
attention of Bureau officials and the Director. 

Very truly yours. 



WWK:RAF 

Enclosures 



^-\J. W. VINCENT 

Special Agent in Charge 

IS 
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T HE sooner the Crime Camps, Assignation should work toward the enactment of regu- 

Camps, Hide-out Camps are wiped out, lations which will wipe out the* abuses de- 

the more restricted will be the field of the scribed in this article, and fight the political 

criminal. Certainly there is a definite place hookups with underworld elements t ft which 

for the well-conducted, clean, wholesome existing regulations are often defeated, 

type of camp which can offer a quiet night’s I believe the existence of the Crime Camp 

rest to decent people, especially those who is due to both loose laws and loose enforce- 

cannot afford the higher charges of city hotels. ment. Even where county officials sincerely 

But, for the sake of public safety, there try to enforce regulations, laws are some- 

must be certain definite improvements. times poorly drawn and are often without 

Law enforcement, working in conjunction teeth. Recently, for example, a Southern 

with the owners of honest establishments, state ruled that no one could operate a camp 

has a definite responsibility to outlaw the who had ever been convicted of a crime in- 
renegade tourist camp. This can be done by volving moral turpitude, or had “been con- 

constantly striving for tighter regulations, victed within two years prior of application 

and for officers who will enforce them. of violating state or federal laws relating to 

There are portions of the country where prohibition, liquor control, or prostitution.’* 
honest tourist camps have developed into This, mind you, is in a country which 

big business, with affiliated camps, or courts, prides itself upon making a real effort to out- 

as the better type of proprietors often prefer law the Crime and Assignation Camp. But 

that their places be called. To maintain it merely restricts the number of ex-convicts 

such establishments, the proprietors often who may run them. Until our laws are 

live up to standards far above those required actually aimed at true control of camps, we 

by state statute, regarding sanitation, vigi- shall continue to have pestilential conditions 

lance, personnel, and the protection of tour- along our highways. Certainly no convicted 

ists. These standards, however, are as felon is qualified to be a guardian over sleep- 

important for the smallest camps as for the ing tourists, no matter how long he has been 

largest ones, and every conscientious citizen away from the cell block. 


Litho in U S. A. 
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WITH COURTNEY BYL E Y COOPER 


Behind many alluring roadside signs are dens of vice and 
corruption, cays America's head G-Man ... He points out 
the menace fro frhe public from hundreds of unsupervised 
frourisfr camps, 1940-sfryle hideaways for public enemies 


Reprinted from The American Magazine, February, 1940, 
with the permission of the Crowell-Collier Publishing Company 

WANTED for Kidnapping , Bank Rob' throughout the country. It was tom 

bery, National Motor Vehicle Theft Act: down some months ago when Benjamin 

Benjamin James Dickson , white, 27 years Dickson fell under a fusillade of G-man 

old ; is accompanied by 17'yeat'old wife, bullets and his “baby-bandit” wife 

Stella Mae , accomplice. This pair is entered prison. 

dangerous! Keep close watch on tourist But the last sentence of the notice still 

camps! reveals a menace to all of us — a warning 

that there is today a new home of crime 
YOU won’t find that notice any in America, a new home of disease, 

** longer on police bulletin boards bribery, corruption, crookedness, rape. 


COPYRIGHT, 1940, THE CROWELL-COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


sessed, and were hunted down, convicted, 
and sent to prison. 

A more recent case was that of Velma 
West, degenerate murderess, who escaped, 
with other prisoners, from Marysville State 
Reformatory in Ohio. Arrested in Dallas, 
Texas, she boasted that she had been carried 
from state to state by truck drivers, and her 
two companions had worked as prostitutes 
while living in tourist camps. Apparently 
they found tourist-camp hide-outs with 
extreme ease, and in them practiced a 
profession which would cause any decent 
hotelkeeper to notify the police. Were “safe” 
places pointed out to them by truck drivers, 
or are the majority of tourist camps so badly 
managed that a guest need not fear arrest, 
no matter what lawless vocation he is fol- 
lowing? 

When a “missing girl” complaint is filed 
these days, the search is complicated by the 
fact that she may be hidden in any one of 
thousands of places where either illicit rela- 
tions are countenanced or supervision is lax 
enough to permit them secretly. Last March 
the police of Little Rock, Ark., arrested a 
man and two girls. Upon being turned over 
to the FBI, the man confessed that he was 
taking these girls, via the hitchhike and 
tourist-camp route, to San Antonio, where 
he intended to place them in a house of 
prostitution which camouflaged itself as a 
drinking bar. And, of course, no report was 
ever received from the tourist camp near 
Dyersburg, Tenn., where this man had often 
taken one of the girls and where he con- 
ceived the idea of making a prostitute of her. 

In many camps there is a sound. reason for 
this ignorance about guests; business would 
fall off sharply were there an attempt at 
identification. Thus a large number of road- 
side cottage groups appear to be, not tourist 
camps, but assignation camps. On a survey 
made by a Southern university near a large 
city, it was found that over a week end one 
group of camps was visited by more than 
2,000 apparently amorous couples. Here 
every stratum of life was represented as the 
patrons drove into the auto-court, quickly 
shutting off their lights as porters herded 
them to various cottages. 


J ^ ENERALLY, such assignation camps 
are closed to the traveling public on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays, when anyone whom 
the proprietor even suspects of being a tour- 
ist is turned away, with the excuse that “the 
place is full.*’ This is not due to any altru- 
istic attitude of the proprietor; there is more 
money and a faster turnover in the “couple 
trade.” 

However, for the rest of the week, when 
the “couple trade” slacks off, the assignation 
camp is ready for tourist business, no matter 
what type. Thus, men, women, and children 
of respectability are herded into the same 
cottage group with those engaging in illicit 
relations. 

With prostitution growing more nomadic 
and gravitating toward tourist camps, 
“drunk rolling,” pocket- pic king, the use of 
knockout drops for robbery, all of which 
flourished in the worst days of segregated 
districts, have now appeared again in sub- 
urban retreats. At least one murder of re- 
cent record is attributable to such activities. 
A woman, whose reputation had driven her 
out of one of the most “wide-open” towns in 
America, found that she could not get her 
victim sufficiently intoxicated to rob him of 
a diamond ring he wore. So she beat him so 
viciously that he later died, and she was sent 
to prison — after being arrested in her tourist- 
camp quarters. Nor is this the end of the 
assignation camp’s influence. 

It is haunted by that lowest of parasites 
upon law enforcement, the divorce detec- 
tive, who seeks evidence of some indiscretion 
by which he can either bring about a heavy 
settlement in divorce actions, or, through a 
partnership with some unscrupulous attor- 
ney, cause divorce suits to be instituted by 
presenting his evidence to the injured hus- 
band or wife. 

Marijuana sellers have been found around 
such places. A big dope raid by the Federal 
Narcotics Bureau caught the ringleaders in a 
package whisky store which supplied the 
occupants of a tourist camp across the road. 
Gambling, with all its attendant underworld 
tie-ups, its gangster fights and killings, is 
often another side line of the vicinity. 



Terror went with them in the’ knowledge 
that the FBI was gathering evidence, learn- 
ing habits and hangouts, wiring word ahead 
of their possible hiding places. At last their 
car was stopped in Pensacola, and county 
officers demanded their surrender. The girl 
suppressed a scream as her husband started 
to draw a revolver and muttered, “ Stick ’em 
up, copper!*’ 

“Stick them up yourself!” came a second 
voice, and Norris threw up his hands before 
the gun of another member of the sheriff’s 
force. Arrested, the trio denied everything 
but the interstate transportation of the 
stolen car in which they had been arrested. 
However, the FBI proved by fingerprints 
and other evidence that the men had pulled 
at least two filling-station robberies in Okla- 
homa, and they were sent to state’s prison 
for eight years apiece, with federal charges 
awaiting their* release. The girl was freed — 
freed of everything but the harrowing mem- 
ories of her tourist-camp honeymoon. 

There are hundreds of histories like that 
of Mary Sue. At least six hitchhiking mur- 
derers have carried young girls around with 
them from tourist camp to tourist camp, 
hiding there between killings, kidnappings, 
or robberies. Lester Brockelhurst, executed 
in 1938 for one of his multiple murders, was 
one. He ran away from Illinois with the 
seventeen-year-old daughter of a bene- 
factor, and, during a tourist-camp tour of 
murder and holdups, trained her as an ac- 
complice. After his capture he bragged that 
he had been able to elude officers for months 
by staying at tourist camps. 

\\7TTH laxity so prevalent, with often 
only a porter on duty, with little curi- 
osity about the clientele, it is often the con- 
ditions surrounding a camp which attract 
crime, rather than any actual participation 
of the owner in a plot to outwit the law or 
harbor a hunted criminal. That such har- 
boring does exist, however, is proved by the 
conviction of Mrs. Faye Fulbright, who 
knowingly hid members of the Spargur gang 
of bank robbers at her combined dine-and- 
dance joint and tourist camp in Missouri. 

According to at least one witness, Faye 


Fulbright intended to introduce prostitution 
when she had started her establishment near 
a small town. But two bank robbers and a 
moll came to her place seeking shelter. This 
they received, and allegedly paid generously 
and patronized the tavern. 

Questioned about it all, Faye, like many 
other hide-out proprietors of her type, pre- 
tended she knew nothing of the background 
of her visitors. Special agents proved other- 
wise, however, and she was sentenced to two 
years in prison. 

During a bandit hunt a year or so ago, 
certain bank robbers were reported to be 
frequenting tourist camps in the vicinity of a 
popular tourist city in South Carolina. Local 
officers received the information grimly, for 
they knew it would be of little aid. 

“Of all the tourist camps which line that 
particular road,” an officer reported, “there 
are only one or two proprietors who can be 
depended upon to observe confidences. The 
rest of them would immediately broadcast 
the news to any wanted person to hide out, 
because the law was on his trail!” 

Ordinarily, a tourist-camp proprietor of- 
fers an excuse for dubious patrons: "How 
did we know who they were? They came in 
the middle of the night and left early next 
morning.” Or: “They seemed to be quiet 
people and we just didn’t pay any attention 
to them.” 

This is sometimes true, but many tourist- 
camp proprietors are intentionally deaf, 
dumb, and blind, especially when their 
camps cater to truck drivers. One of the 
contributing factors in the nomadic ten- 
dencies of prostitution today is the thought- 
less or irresponsible truck driver, who 
transports women from one part of the coun- 
try to another, staying with them at tourist 
camps, or enabling them to “work” out of 
these camps at their chosen profession. 

One such case was the conviction last year 
of two girl hitchhikers who worked their way 
about the country via the truck route, de- 
pending upon their ability to “roll” or steal 
money from the men they met. They tried 
this on an Indiana farmer, but decided they 
had better kill him. So they shot him to 
death for the $100 they believed he pos- 


white slavery, thievery, and murder. 
Hence the-terse order that goes out daily 
to law-enforcement agencies when crim- 
inals are on the loose: 

“keep close watch on tourist 
camps!” 

The facts are simple. A majority of 
the 35,000 tourist camps throughout the 
United States threatens the peace and 
4 welfare of the communities upon which 
these camps have fastened themselves 
. and of all of us who form the motoring 
public. Many of them are not only hide- 
outs and meeting places, but actual 
bases of operations from which gangs of 
desperadoes prey upon the surrounding 
territory. 

Of course, there are hundreds of tour- 
ist camps run by honest, alert, civic- 
minded persons who have made heavy 
investments in this new business. To 
these, the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion extends its gratitude for their whole- 
hearted co-operation in the capture of 
badly wanted fugitives. 

But these reputable camps and own- 
ers are, unfortunately, in the minority in 
this industry which has mushroomed 
along our highways in recent years. The 
result is that the public has few safe- 
guards for its lives and property except 
those erected by the individual proprie- 
tors themselves. 

The American Automobile Associa- 
tion has recognized this menace to the 
public and is making a determined effort 
to assist motorists in distinguishing be- 
tween safe and unsafe camps. It has 
sent investigators into the field to in- 
spect camps and has awarded AAA em- 
blems to those winch live up to its 
standards of cleanliness and safety. In 
its Directory of Motor Courts and Cottages , 
the AAA lists some 4,000 cottage camps 
which the Association has been able to 
inspect and to grade from fair to excel- 


lent, according to its viewpoint. But, of 
this number, less than 1,000 — not even 
one in four — are unreservedly recom- 
mended. 

The files of the FBI are loaded with 
instances of gangsters who have hidden 
out in unregulated tourist camps, while 
officers combed the country for them, re- 
volvers drawn and nerves taut for the 
expected gun battle. The case history of 
Dickson and his vicious little consort 
forms an excellent illustration. 

“Bennie” Dickson was twenty-four 
years old in 1937 when he received com- 
mutation of a prison sentence in Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., and returned to his home 
town of Topeka, Kans. At a skating 
rink one night he met fifteen-year-old 
Stella Mae Irwin. Soon she was in love 
with him, thrilled at his ambition to 
outdo the criminal career of John Dil- 
linger. When he left Topeka after as- 
saulting an automobile license clerk 
whose questions infuriated him, the girl 
joined him on the Pacific Coast. 

They wandered about as man and wife, 
spending much of their time in tourist 
camps, where the incongruity of their 
ages apparently excited no curiosity 
whatever. Certainly, no reports were 
made concerning them to law-enforce- 
ment officers, although there was much 
publicity at the time in one of the states 
they visited over the attack on an eight- 
year-old girl in a tourist camp by a mar- 
ried man. 

After a year, the couple was married 
in Pipestone, Minn. Dickson had already 
schooled Stella as a marksman, so that 
she could assist him as a bank robber 
and a gun-woman. The first robbery oc- 
curred within three weeks of their mar- 
riage, at Elkton, S. Dak., where they 
celebrated Stella Mae's sixteenth birth- 
day by holding up a bank for more than 
$ 2 , 000 . 



In two months they had squandered 
the money — and started looking for an- 
other bank. They drove to Brookings, 

S. Dak., in a stolen car aqd engaged 
quarters at a tourist camp. Using this 
as a base, Dickson then went into town 
By the next ( Continued on page 130) 
morning he had completed all preparations 
for the robbery, even cutting telephone wires 
leading into the bank. As soon as the first 
bank official opened the doors, the pair cov- 
ered him with their guns and entered, hold- 
ing up other employees as they appeared and 
keeping them covered for two hours, until 
the vault's time lock clicked on the vault at 
10:30. Then, with almost $50,000 in cash 
and securities, they ran for cover — which 
often means more tourist camps. 

After a month of squandering they de- 
cided to return to Topeka. Again they took 
cover in a tourist camp. Police heard rumors 
of their presence and started on their trail. 

The hunt would have been far less difficult 
if it hadn’t been for the tourist camps. 
Municipal restrictions upon rooming houses 
and the cheaper hotels are such that the 
owners often co-operate with law enforce- 
ment whether they like it or not. The larger 
hotels are quick to report suspicious charac- 
ters. City garage and parking-lot employees 
assist by reporting suspicious-appearing per- 
sons and cars. Thus, a city-wide search is 
narrowed, but the tourist camps are often 
situated at the outside fringes of town where 
police jurisdiction stops and county officers 
seem unable to exert much authority. There 
is no regular checking of their registers by 
detectives— often there are no registers at 
all, or merely ledgers filled with indiscrim- 
inate scrawls, and an endless repetition of 
“John Smith and wife.” 

After twenty-four hours the police found 
the Dicksons’ tourist-cabin hide-out, but, as 
the officers approached, the pair were making 
a getaway. Dickson leaped into a car, and, 
although slightly wounded, escaped in the 
heavy traffic of a through highway. The 
girl-bandit, gun in hand, ran into a wooded 
area behind the tourist camp and hid until 
the next day, when she hitchhiked to a pre- 


arranged meeting place witlj her husband. 

A weird existence then began. The Dick- 
sons dodged from state to state.Jn stolen 
automobiles, even kidnapping three'men to 
steal their cars. Stella Mae was wounded in 
a gun battle in Michigan as she worked the 
lever of a rifle to fire on pursuers. Again the 
Dicksons were lost in tourist camps. The 
FBI had to trail them by covering roadside 
hide-outs in such widely separated areas as 
California, Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Louisiana before special 
agents finally ordered Dickson to surrender 
as he was leaving a hamburger stand in St. 
Louis last April. Dickson pawed for the two 
guns at his belt, but before he could pull a 
trigger, he was shot dead. His young wife 
was captured two days later in Kansas City. 

If such histories were unusual there would, 
of course, be no case against the tourist camp 
as a crime center. But the record is soot- 
black. There are few major cases in the FBI 
involving an extended pursuit, in which the 
roadside crime-nest is not responsible for 
some form of easy lawlessness, for providing 
convenient hide-outs, for concealing crim- 
inals through loose registration regulations. 

When the murderous William Andrew 
Payne and John Washington Turner es- 
caped from the North Carolina State Prison 
in 1937 and began an eleven-month tour of 
robbery, killing, kidnapping, and carnage 
through the South before being captured by 
FBI special agents they relied heavily on 
the easy privacy of tourist camps. 

So eager, in fact, was the proprietor of one 
camp to be of aid, that he informed a moll- 
member of this crew about the arrest of her 
man, and warned her “to beat it before they 
get you, or they may send you up for life.” 
“And let us know where you go,” he added 
helpfully, “so we can keep you informed.” 

As the details of a notorious gang-chase, 
with all its tourist-camp hookups, flood into 
my office by long-distance, teletype, and the 
reports of special agents, I cannot help won- 
dering about the by-products of it all. For 
instance, two elderly women started upon a 
tour of New England last summer and, to 
save money, decided to stay at tourist camps. 
But after the third stop, when their night 


was made hideous by drunken brawls in 
cabins around them, they gave up the idea. 

If they had known just where to look they 
could undoubtedly have found decent, re- 
spectable places, properly run, properly 
supervised. However, appearances cannot 
always be counted upon. Some camps which 
cater to the underworld element do every- 
thing possible to achieve an appearance of 
respectability. Such was one large camp 
which sought recognition by the AAA. In- 
vestigation showed that while it was one of 
- the most beautiful camps in the community, 
it was actually little more than a depository 
' for the drunken persons from a near-by town. 

TF a tourist desires peace and security in 
^ tourist camps he should decide well ahead 
at what place he desires to spend the night, 
and then make inquiries about available 
camps at recognized automobile associations, 
better business bureaus, and law-enforce- 
ment agencies along the route. 

Many of the places frequented by gang- 
sters are spots of dubious entertainment on 
municipal outskirts, where boys and girls, 
often from reputable families, go for a night 
of thrills. This is particularly true where a 
“ Dine-and-Dance” or night club is run in 
conjunction with the tourist cabins. There 
are thousands of these establishments in 
America, and few indeed could not well be 
dispensed with. Many of them are little 
more than camouflaged brothels, with pros- 
titutes in the guise of entertainers, hostesses, 
or waitresses. 

For example, a young prostitute hitch- 
hiked into South Carolina from Florida. She 
U obtained a job at one of these combination 
1 camps, where she met a young fellow named 
t Smith. He invited her to go along with him 
i on a trip and she accepted. 

A few hours later Smith had killed a high- 
way patrolman who tried. to question him, 
wrecked his car in the getaway, injured the 
girl, held up the occupants of an automobile, 
stolen their car, and finally dropped the girl 
at a hide-out where she became a fugitive 
from justice. Smith, a bank robber, was 
hunted down and sent to prison for life for 
the murder. The girl was finally arrested, 


and spent many weeks in jail before being 
freed. She admitted that her job at the 
tourist camp was merely a blind for her true 
activities; half of her earnings as a prostitute 
went to the camp proprietor, she said. 


qPHE story of Mary Sue throws a revealing 
^ light on the type of “guests” at some of 
these lower-type dine-and-dance affiliates of 
the crime camp. 

Mary Sue was seventeen, a member of 
that unfortunate portion of today’s youth 
which so often wanders aimlessly unless sud- 
denly directed into a channel of crime. 
Reared in a small settlement in northern 
Alabama, she had been fatherless for years. 
When her mother died suddenly the girl 
turned to the open road, hitchhiking to Fort 
Worth, where she lived with an aunt. 

In a suburban dine-and-dance one night 
Mary Sue met a man named William Taft' 
Norris. He was ten years older than she and 
fulfilled her warped picture of a man of the 
world. He talked of adventures with his pal, 
Emmett Eugene Cassady, hinting that they 
were on the wrong side of the law. Within 
three days Mary Sue was married to Norris 
and off upon a tourist-camp honeymoon, 
Cassady along with them. Then she learned 
her husband’s true history as well as that of 
his pal. Both were vicious criminals. 

Norris had spent much of his youth in re- 
formatories and had already served two 
prison terms. Cassady also was an ex-con- 
vict. The pair were engaged in a five-state 
foray of car-theft and filling-station holdups. 

The open-road honeymoon was suddenly 
blasted by a shotgun in the hands of a filling- 
station proprietor. Beaten to the ground by 
Norris and Cassady, this man fought back to 
his feet, seized a gun, and fired the buckshot 
load at the desperadoes’ fleeing car. Norris 
was wounded. They had to abandon the 
bullet-ridden automobile, steal another, and 
seek frenzied flight. For the first time Mary 
Sue realized that crime is not glamorous or 
gainful. 

The trio worked their way, tourist camp 
to tourist camp, from the scene of the shoot- 
ing in Oklahoma toward Pensacola, Fla., 
whence Norris and Cassady first had come. 
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Dear Sir: 
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entitle c$ (•'Camps of Crime" written by the Director 
with Courtney Ryley^Cooper, reprinted from The American 
Magazine, February, 1940, with the permission of the 
Crowell-Collier Publishing Company. 

Special Agent G.R. BLAIR advised that 
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This is being submitted to the Bureau for 
its information. 


11 s 
rdecho- 


* 


Enc'. 

JFS:AG 




Very truly yours, 

‘. F. SEARS , 

Special Agent in Charge. 






& 






FEDERAL BuS 07 iNVESTIGATlO 1 

4 )UN 26 1940 

u. s.j£par Wat uf Justice 




T HE sooner the Crime Camps, Assignation 
Camps, Hide-out Camps are wiped out, 
the more restricted will be the field of the 
criminal. Certainly there is a definite place 
for the well-conducted, clean, wholesome 
type of camp which can offer a quiet night's 
rest to decent people, especially those who 
cannot afford the higher charges of city hotels. 

But, for the sake of public safety, there 
must be certain definite improvements. 
Law enforcement, working in conjunction 
with the owners of honest establishments, 
has a definite responsibility to outlaw the 
renegade tourist camp. This can be done by 
constantly striving for tighter regulations, 
and for officers who will enforce them. 

There are portions of the country where 
honest tourist camps have developed into 
big business, with affiliated camps, or courts, 
as the better type of proprietors often prefer 
that their places be called. To maintain 
such establishments, the proprietors often 
live up to standards far above those required 
by state statute, regarding sanitation, vigi-, 
lance, personnel, and the protection of tour- 
ists. These standards, however, are as 
important for the smallest camps as for the 
largest ones, and every conscientious citizen 


should work toward the enactment of regu- 
lations which will wipe out the abuses de- 
scribed in this article, and fight the political 
hookups with underworld elements by which 
existing regulations are often defeated 
I believe the existence of the Crime Camp 
is due to both loose laws and loose enforce-* 1 
ment. Even where county officials sincerely 
try to enforce regulations, laws are some- 
times poorly drawn and are often without 
teeth. Recently, for example, a Southern 
state ruled that no one could operate a camp 
who had ever been convicted of a crime in- 
volving moral turpitude, or had “been con- 
victed within two years prior of application 
of violating state or federal laws relating to 
prohibition, liquor control, or prostitution.” 
This, mind you, is in a country which 
prides itself upon making a real effort to out- 
law the Crime and Assignation Camp. But 
it merely restricts the number of ex-convicts 
who may run them. Until our laws are 
actually aimed at true control of camps, we 
shall continue to have pestilential conditions 
along our highways. Certainly no convicted 
felon is qualified to be a guardian over sleep- 
ing tourists, no matter how long he has been 
away from the cell block. 




Qohind mony alluring roadside signs are dens of vice and 
corruption, says America's head G-Man ... Me points out 
the menace to the public from hundreds of unsupervised 
tourist camps, 1940- style hideaways for public enemies 


Reprinted from The American Magazine, February, 1940, 
with the permission of the Crowell-Collier Publishing Company 


WANTED for Kidnapping , Bank Rob - 
bery, National Motor Vehicle Theft Act: 
Benja.min James Dickson , white, 27 years 
old; is accompanied by 17-year-old wife, 
Stella Mae, accomplice. This pair is 
dangerous! Keep close watch on tourist 
camps! 

YOU won't find that notice any 

longer on police bulletin boards 


throughout the country. It was tom 
down some months ago when Benjamin 
Dickson fell under a fusillade of G-man 
bullets and his “baby-bandit" wife 
entered prison. 

But the last sentence of the notice still 
reveals a menace to all of us — a warning 
that there is today a new home of crime 
in America, a new home of disease, 
bribery, corruption, crookedness, rape, 
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sessed, and were hunted down, convicted, 
and sent to prison. 

A more recent case was that of Velma 
West, degenerate murderess, who escaped, 
with other prisoners, from Marysville State 
Reformatory in Ohio. Arrested in Dallas, 
Texas, she boasted that she had been carried 
from state to state by truck drivers, and her 


two companions had worked as prostitutes 
while living in tourist camps. Apparently 
they found tourist-camp hide-outs with 
extreme ease, and in them practiced a 
profession which would cause any decent 
hotelkeeper to notify the police. Were “safe” 
places pointed out to them by truck drivers, 
or are the majority of tourist camps so badly 
managed that a guest need not fear arrest, 
no matter what lawless vocation he is fol- 


lowing? 

When a “missing girl” complaint is filed 
these days, the search is complicated by the 
fact that she may be hidden in any one of 
thousands of places where either illicit rela- 
tions are countenanced or supervision is lax 
enough to permit them secretly. Last March 
the police of Little Rock, Ark., arrested a 
man and two girls. Upon being turned over 
to the FBI, the man confessed that he was 


taking these girls, via the hitchhike and 


tourist-camp route, to San Antonio, where 


he intended to place them in a house of 
prostitution which camouflaged itself as a 
( • drinking bar. And, of course, no report was 

etfer received from the tourist camp near 
Dyersburg, Tenn., where this man had often 
k taken one of the girls and where he con- 
ceived the idea of making a prostitute of her. 

In many camps there is a sound reason for 
this ignorance about guests; business would 
fail off sharply were there an attempt at 
identification. Thus a large number of road- 
side cottage groups appear to be, not tourist 
camps, but assignation camps. On a survey 
made by a Southern university near a large 
city, it was found that over a week end one 
group of camps was visited by more than 
2,000 apparently amorous couples. Here 
every stratum of life was represented as the 


patrons drove into the auto-court, quickly 
shutting off their lights as porters herded 


them to various cottages. 


• 

<0 ENERALLY, such assignation camps 
are closed to the traveling public on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays, when anyone whom 
the proprietor even suspects of being a tour- 
ist is turned away, with the excuse that “the 
place is full.” This is not due to any altru- 
istic attitude of the proprietor; there is more 
money and a faster turnover in the “couple 
trade.” 

However, for the rest of the week, when 
the “couple trade” slacks off, the assignation 
camp is ready for tourist business, no matter 
what type. Thus, men, women, and children 
of respectability are herded into the same 
cottage group with those engaging in illicit 
relations. 

With prostitution growing more nomadic 
and gravitating toward tourist camps, 
“drunk rolling,” pocket-picking, the use of 
knockout drops for robbery, all of which 
flourished in the worst days of segregated 
districts, have now appeared again in sub- 
urban retreats. At least one murder of re- 
cent record is attributable to such activities. 
A woman, whose reputation had driven her 
out of one of the most “wide-open” towns in 
America, found that she could not get her 
victim sufficiently intoxicated to rob him of 
a diamond ring he wore. So she beat him so 
viciously that he later died, and she was sent 
to prison — after being arrested in her tourist- 
camp quarters. Nor is this the end of the 
assignation camp’s influence. 

It is haunted by that lowest of parasites 
upon law enforcement, the divorce detec- 
tive, who seeks evidence of some indiscretion 
by which he can either bring about a heavy 
settlement in divorce actions, or, through a 
partnership with some unscrupulous attor- 
ney, cause divorce suits to be instituted by 
presenting his evidence to the injured hus- 
band or wife. 

Marijuana sellers have been found around 
such places. A big dope raid by the Federal 
Narcotics Bureau caught the ringleaders in a 
package whisky store which supplied the 
occupants of a tourist camp across the road. 
Gambling, with all its attendant underworld 
tie-ups, its gangster fights and killings, is 
often another side line of the vicinity. 


1 



Terror went with them in the* knowledge 
that the FBI was gathering evidence, learn- 
ing habits and hangouts, wiring word ahead 
of their possible hiding places. At last their 
car was stopped in Pensacola, and county 
officers demanded their surrender. The girl 
suppressed a scream as her husband started 
to draw a revolver and muttered, “ Stick ’em 
up, copper!” 

“Stick them up yourself!” came a second 
voice, and Norris threw up his hands before 
the gun of another member of the sheriff’s 
force. Arrested, the trio denied everything 
but the interstate transportation of the 
stolen car in which they had been arrested. 
However, the FBI proved by fingerprints 
and other evidence that the men had pulled 
at least two filling-station robberies in Okla- 
homa, and they were sent to state’s prison 
for eight years apiece, with federal charges 
awaiting their* release. The girl was freed — 
freed of everything but the harrowing mem- 
ories of her tourist-camp honeymoon. 

There are hundreds of histories like that 
of Mary Sue. At least six hitchhiking mur- 
derers have carried young girls around with 
them from tourist camp to tourist camp, 
hiding there between killings, kidnappings, 
or robberies. Lester Brockelhurst, executed 
in 1938 for one of his multiple murders, was 
one. He ran away from Illinois with the 
seventeen-year-old daughter of a bene- 
factor, and, during a tourist-camp tour of 
murder and holdups, trained her as an ac- 
complice. After his capture he bragged that 
he had been able to elude officers for months 
by staying at tourist camps. 

\%T ITH laxity so prevalent, with often 
only a porter on duty, with little curi- 
osity about the clientele, it is often the con- 
ditions surrounding a camp which attract 
crime, rather than any actual participation 
of the owner in a plot to outwit the law or 
harbor a hunted criminal. That such har- 
boring does exist, however, is proved by the 
conviction of Mrs. Faye Fulbright, who 
knowingly hid members of the Spargur gang 
of bank robbers at her combined dine-and- 
dance joint and tourist camp in Missouri. 

According to at least one witness, Faye 


Fulbright intended to introduce prostitution 
when she had started her establishment near 
a small town. But two bank robbers and a 
moll came to her place seeking shelter. This 
they received, and allegedly paid gei.erously 
and patronized the tavern. 

Questioned about it all, Faye, like many* 
other hide-out proprietors of her type, pre- 
tended she knew nothing of the background 
of her visitors. Special agents proved other- 
wise, however, and she was sentenced to two 
years in prison. 

During a bandit Hunt a year or so ago, 
certain bank robbers were reported to be 
frequenting tourist camps in the vicinity of a 
popular tourist city in South Carolina. Local 
officers received the information grimly, for 
they knew it would be of little aid. 

“Of all the tourist camps which line that 
particular road,” an officer reported, “there 
are only one or two proprietors who can be 
depended upon to observe confidences. The 
rest of them would immediately broadcast 
the news to any wanted person to hide out, 
because the law was on his trail)” 

Ordinarily, a tourist-camp proprietor of- 
fers an excuse for dubious patrons: “How 
did we know who they were? They came in 
the middle of the night and left early next 
morning.” Or: “They seemed to be quiet 
people and we just didn’t pay any attention 
to them.” 

This is sometimes true, but many tourist- 
camp proprietors are intentionally deaf, 
dumb, and blind, especially when their 
camps cater to truck drivers. One of the 
contributing factors in the nomadic ten- 
dencies of prostitution today is the thought- 
less or irresponsible truck driver, who 
transports women from one part of the coun- 
try to another, staying with them at tourist 
camps, or enabling them to “work” out of 
these camps at their chosen profession. 

One such case was the conviction last year 
of two girl hitchhikers who worked their way 
about the country via the truck route, de- 
pending upon their ability to “roll” or steal 
money from the men they met. They tried 
this on an Indiana farmer, but decided they 
had better kill him. So they shot him to 
death for the $100 they believed he pos- 


white slavery, thievery, and murder. 
Hence the terse order that goes out daily 
to law-enforcement agencies when crim- 
inals are on the loose: 

“ KEEP CLOSE WATCH ON TOURIST 

camps!” 

The facts are simple. A majority of 
the 35,000 tourist camps throughout the 
United States threatens the peace and 
welfare of the communities upon which 
these camps have fastened themselves 
and of all of us who form the motoring 
public. Many of them are not only hide- 
outs and meeting places, but actual 
bases of operations from which gangs of 
desperadoes prey upon the surrounding 
territory. 

Of course, there are hundreds of tour- 
ist camps run by honest, alert, civic- 
minded persons who have made heavy 
investments in this new business. To 
these, the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion extends its gratitude for their whole- 
hearted co-operation in the capture of 
badly wanted fugitives. 

But these reputable camps and own- 
ers are, unfortunately, in the minority in 
this industry which has mushroomed 
along our highways in recent years. The 
result is that the public has few safe- 
guards for its lives and property except 
those erected by the individual proprie- 
tors themselves. 

The American Automobile Associa- 
tion has recognized this menace to the 
public and is making a determined effort 
to assist motorists in distinguishing be- 
tween safe and unsafe camps. It has 
sent investigators into the field to in- 
spect camps and has awarded AAA em- 
blems to those which live up to its 
standards of cleanliness and safety. In 
its Directory of Motor Courts and Cottages, 
the AAA lists some 4,000 cottage camps 
which the Association has been able to 
inspect and to grade from fair to excel- 


lent, according to its viewpoint. But, of 
this number, less than 1,000 — not even 
one in four — are unreservedly recom- 
mended. 

The files of the FBI are loaded with 
instances of gangsters who have hidden 
out in unregulated tourist camps, while 
officers combed the country for them, re- 
volvers drawn and nerves taut for the 
expected gun battle. The case history of 
Dickson and his vicious little consort 
forms an excellent illustration. 

“Bennie” Dickson was twenty-four 
years old in 1937 when he received com- 
mutation of a prison sentence in Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., and returned to his home 
town of Topeka, Kans. At a skating 
rink one night he met fifteen -year-old 
Stella Mae Irwin. Soon she was in love 
with him, thrilled at his ambition to 
outdo the criminal career of John Dil- 
linger. When he left Topeka after as- 
saulting an automobile license clerk 
whose questions infuriated him, the girl 
joined him on the Pacific Coast. 

They wandered about as man and wife, 
spending much of their time in tourist 
camps, where the incongruity of their 
ages apparently excited no curiosity 
whatever. Certainly, no reports were 
made concerning them to law-enforce- 
ment officers, although there was much 
publicity at the time in one of the states 
they visited over the attack on an eight- 
year-old girl in a tourist camp by a mar- 
ried man. 

After a year, the couple was married 
in Pipestone, Minn. Dickson had already 
schooled Stella as a marksman, so that 
she could assist him as a bank robber 
and a gun- woman. The first robbery oc- 
curred w ithin three weeks of their mar- 
riage, at Elkton, S. Dak., where they 
celebrated Stella Mae’s sixteenth birth- 
day by holding up a bank for more than 
$ 2 , 000 . 



In two months they had squandered 
the money — and started looking for an- 
other bank. They drove to Brookings, 

S. Dak., in a stolen car aqd engaged 
quarters at a tourist camp. Using this 
as a base, Dickson then went into town 
By the next ( Continued on page 130) 
morning he had completed all preparations 
for the robbery, even cutting telephone wires 
leading into the bank. As soon as the first 
bank official opened the doors, the pair cov- 
ered him with their guns and entered, hold- 
ing up other employees as they appeared and 
keeping them covered for two hours, until 
the vault’s time lock clicked on the vault at 
10:30. Then, with almost $50,000 in cash 
and securities, they ran for cover — which 
often means more tourist camps. 

After a month of squandering they de- 
cided to return to Topeka. Again they took 
cover in a tourist camp. Police heard rumors 
of their presence and started on their trail. 

The hunt would have been far less difficult 
if it hadn’t been for the tourist camps. 
Municipal restrictions upon rooming houses 
and the cheaper hotels are such that the 
owners often co-operate with law enforce- 
ment whether they like it or not. The larger 
hotels are quick to report suspicious charac- 
ters. City garage and parking-lot employees 
assist by reporting suspicious-appearing per- 
sons_and_^cars. Thus, a city- wide search is 
narrowed, but the tourist camps are often 
situated at the outside fringes of town where 
police jurisdiction stops and county officers 
seem unable to exert much authority. There 
is no regular checking of their registers by 
detectives— often there are no registers at 
all, or merely ledgers filled with indiscrim- 
inate scrawls, and an endless repetition of 
“John Smith and wife.” 

After twenty-four hours the police found 
the Dicksons’ tourist-cabin hide-out, but, as 
the officers approached, the pair were making 
a getaway. Dickson leaped into a car, and, 
although slightly wounded, escaped in the 
heavy traffic of a through highway. The 
girl-bandit, gun in hand, ran into a wooded 
area behind the tourist camp and hid until 
the next day, when she hitchhiked to a pre- 


arranged meeting place with her husband. 

A weird existence then began. The Dick- 
sons dodged from state to state in stolen 
automobiles, even kidnapping three men to 
steal their cars. Stella Mae was wounded in 
a gun battle in Michigan as she worked the 
lever of a rifle to fire on pursuers. Again the* 
Dicksons were lost in tourist camps. The *: 
FBI had to trail them by covering roadside 
hide-outs in such widely separated areas as ’♦ 
California, Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, and Louisiana before special 
agents finally ordered Dickson to surrender 
as he was leaving a hamburger stand in St. 
Louis last April. Dickson pawed for the two 
guns at his belt, but before he could pull a 
trigger, he was shot dead. His young wife 
was captured two days later in Kansas City. 

If such histories were unusual there would, 
of course, be no case against the tourist camp 
as a crime center. But the record is soot- 
black. There are few major cases in the FBI 
involving an extended pursuit, in which the 
roadside crime-nest is not responsible for 
some form of easy lawlessness, for providing 
convenient hide-outs, for concealing crim- 
inals through loose registration regulations. 

When the murderous William Andrew 
Payne and John Washington Turner es- 
caped from the North Carolina State Prison 
in 1937 and began an eleven-month tour of 
robbery, killing, kidnapping, and carnage : v 
through the South before being captured by * 

FBI special agents they relied heavily on 3 

the easy privacy of tourist camps. ~Y 

So eager, in fact, was the proprietor of one ' 
camp to be of aid, that he informed a moll- 
member of this crew about the arrest of her 
man, and warned her “to beat it before they 
get you, or they may send you up for life.” 
“And let us know where you go,” he added 
helpfully, “so we can keep you informed.” 

As the details of a notorious gang-chase, 
with all its tourist-camp hookups, flood into 
my office by long-distance, teletype, and the 
reports of special agents, I cannot help won- 
dering about the by-products of it all. For 
instance, two elderly women started upon a 
tour of New England last summer and, to 
save money, decided to stay at tourist camps. 

But after the third stop, when their night 


was made hideous by drunken brawls in 
cabins around them, they gave up the idea. 

If they had known just where to look they 
could undoubtedly have found decent, re- 
spectable places, properly run, properly 
supervised. However, appearances cannot 
* Iways be counted upon. Some camps which 
cater to the underworld element do every- 
thing possible to achieve an appearance of 
respectability. Such was one large camp 
which sought recognition by the AAA. In- 
vestigation showed that while it was one of 
the most beautiful camps in the community, 
it was actually little more than a depository 
for the drunken persons from a near-by town. 

I F a tourist desires peace and security in 
tourist camps he should decide well ahead 
at what place he desires to spend the night, 
and then make inquiries about available 
camps at recognized automobile associations, 
better business bureaus, and law-enforce- 
ment agencies along the route. 

Many of the places frequented by gang- 
sters are spots of dubious entertainment on 
municipal outskirts, where boys and girls, 
often from reputable families, go for a night 
of thrills. This is particularly true where a 
“ Dine-and-Dance” or night club is run in 
conjunction with the tourist cabins. There 
are thousands of these establishments in 
America, and few indeed could not well be 
dispensed with. Many of them are little 
more than camouflaged brothels, with pros- 
titutes in the guise of entertainers, hostesses, 
or waitresses. 

For example, a young prostitute hitch- 
hiked into South Carolina from Florida. She 
obtained a job at one of these combination 
camps, where she met a young fellow named 
Smith. He invited her to go along with him 
on a trip and she accepted. 

A few hours later Smith had killed a high- 
way patrolman who tried to question him, 
wrecked his car in the getaway, injured the 
girl, held up the occupants of an automobile, 
stolen their car, and finally dropped the girl 
at a hide-out where she became a fugitive 
from justice. Smith, a bank robber, was 
hunted down and sent to prison for life for 
the murder. The girl was finally arrested, 


and spent many weeks in jail before being 
freed. She admitted that her job at the 
tourist camp was merely a blind for her true 
activities; half of her earnings as a prostitute 
went to the camp proprietor, she said. 

T HE story of Mary Sue throws a revealing 
light on the type of “guests” at some of 
these lower-type dine-and-dance affiliates of 
the crime camp. 

Mary Sue was seventeen, a member of 
that unfortunate portion of today’s youth 
which so often wanders aimlessly unless sud- 
denly directed into a channel of crime. 
Reared in a small settlement in northern 
Alabama, she had been fatherless for years. 
When her mother died suddenly the girl 
turned to the open road, hitchhiking to Fort 
Worth, where she lived with an aunt. 

In a suburban dine-and-dance one night 
Mary Sue met a man named William Taft 
Norris. He was ten years older than she and 
fulfilled her warped picture of a man of the 
world. He talked of adventures with his pal, 
Emmett Eugene Cassady, hinting that they 
were on the wrong side of the law. Within 
three days Mary Sue was married to Norris 
and off upon a tourist-camp honeymoon, 
Cassady along with them. Then she learned 
her husband’s true history as well as that of 
his pal. Both were vicious criminals. 

Norris had spent much of his youth in re- 
formatories and had already served two 
prison terms. Cassady also was an ex-con- 
vict. The pair were engaged in a five-state 
foray of car-theft and filling-station holdups. 

The open-road honeymoon was suddenly 
blasted by a shotgun in the hands of a filling- 
station proprietor. Beaten to the ground by 
Norris and Cassady, this man fought back to 
his feet, seized a gun, and fired the buckshot 
load at the desperadoes’ fleeing car. Norris 
was wounded. They had to abandon the 
bullet-ridden automobile, steal another, and 
seek frenzied flight. For the first time Mary 
Sue realized that crime is not glamorous or 
gainful. 

The trio worked their way, tourist camp 
to tourist camp, from the scene of the shoot- 
ing in Oklahoma toward Pensacola, Fla., 
whence Norris and Cassady first had come. 
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i Ur Thomas of the Am erican Magazi ne 
called from room 336 of Washington 
Hotel on June 14th advising that he 
desired to make a sketch of Mr. Clegg*r.«™« — 
for the "Interesting People column m. au.™ r.«, m 
in the Ameri can - Magazine . He re - rcmoon. — 
f erred to a letter from Mr. Adams , 

Editor, Interesting People Section, 

New York. 


Mr. Tracy _ 

Mr. Schl Idecker 


Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 


I called Mr. Thomas this morning and ' 

advised him of Mr. Hoover's absence 
from the City and it would not be pos- 
sible for Mr. Hoover to consider the matter 
until his return several days from now. That, 
however, when a decision is reached the let- 
ter from Mr. Adams would be acknowledged. 
Thomas stated he realised how busy Mr. Hoover 
would be and that he would do nothing further 
on the matter until he receives word from 
Ur. Adams. 


Thomas is the artist used by the American 
Magas ine for such matters. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear/Mr . Hoover : 




In view of the increased interest of late in fifth column activities. in 
(e United States, it has occurred to us that there may be a possible story for out 
^'Int eresting People 11 section, a short feature devoted to photographs and thumb-nail 
sketches, in Hugh H. Clegg, the new head of the national defense investigation. 

It was our thought to present him as an average, level-headed American 
going about a serious job without any of the hysteria that is associated with this 
fifth column alarm. 

Before we went ahead with this I wanted to be sure that it would be with 
your full approval. We should like to secure some colorful material on him and 
arrange to have him photographed, and I thought perhaps you could tell us the most 
direct way to get in touch with him. 
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Theodor^Adams, Editor 
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■ the tint te&\ light’- and Htoct.- Vorepatiy 
Suite, 3300, ■ 103 JCct : Adanb, Street 
Chicago, Illinois 



■ dear . **& olfol b t 


. The oentl&cnlG expressed in your ' 

letter of July. 33, 1040, pore moot ■ appro ctr-- 
aied and' it £&> -gx a tifyi) np :i.orJcnjo.m 6 that you. 
thought cMf/ielsntiy tool! of riy al rticlc 
iti the August tooua of Ana ri con UagaOine to 
tall it to the attention of the Presidents 
of your various properties* 


■' in. the. event me can -'ever be . of 
asoislarco to you in your- tacts of protect* 
ing your properties fren possible acta of . 
violence, tse shall. be very happy .to have ; 
you call., upon us* ■ 'V: 

pith sect- wishes and kind, regards , /;• 


Sincerely, years + . 
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PRESIDENT 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Department of Justice 
Vfeshington 


Dear Mr • Hoover: 
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I refer to a recent article by you in 

o 

the Am erican Magazine of the August issue. 

As I always take your expressed views 
seriously, I have requested the Presidents of our 
various gas and electric properties in Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska and Texas 
to read, this article, for much depends, as you 
are aware, on the absolute continuity of the 
gas and electric service which we render at many 
vital points. 

Very 
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&lfrQ&U* Gale 
Gannon ’ Bui Ming '. 
Troy 9 -Urn. York '■ "■'* 
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Your... aoanmio&tion 'date d --July 1 9 " 

29dO D hao boon, received D in which' #©&■• ’ . 
inqutro. && :tb the fecen#- ' book ’written by ■ .. =• 
Gourimu By lay Goopar- entitled. Doodah in' \ •■' 

Scarlet**? . Y 7 ,7 . ; .7 - . ,77 . 

• Cooper ha® had a. great deal of ■ ■.. 
experience in writing and. hao the. reputation 
©/ being an escelleni. reporter of facto* " j7 
am sure that .as a foots! t of the careful survey. 
I know he mde prior to writing thio book'’ 
he -hao correctly reported the condition#- he/i 







Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


OWE- 


n T have lust finished reading a Book 
by Courtney Byley Cooper entitledfpesign In Soarle . 

In the first chapter, Mr. < Cooper 

indicates that he mede ^ ion with 

detail in this hook as a result of conv worst 

you. The conditions set forth may nox 0 ^ it< Prom 

possible but they W j.ning to admit that some 

observation, I ^^Jf^^are pretty bad but I would like 
of our social conditions are prei y Cooper are really 

to know whether the cases outlined by “'- wh «| er they are 

thlTilfsp^rof th. Soil conditions investigated. 

if vou feel you may properly give me 

information as to iake^ublic / 

your^letter^but ' I do dls“e tLs information for my own ff 
personal advice. 
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WHitf 58 NT 3 EXTRA 


HOTSPRINGS ARK JUL 10 


J EDGAR HOOVER 

HAVE JUST f£!XXX& READ YOUR ARTICLE ^NEM IES WITHIN 


OUR GATES IN THE AUGUST ISSUE OF THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
YOUR FELLOW AMERICANS ARE PROUD OF THE WORK YOU ARE 
DOING MORE POWER TO YOU. WE WOULD LIKE TO HELP YOU IN 
MATTER OF FIRE PREVENTION PLEASE TELL US WHAT WE CAN 
DO FROM YOUR VIEWPOINT TO COOPERATE 


.fwc 


TERRELL fWOOSLEY CHAIRMAN FIRE PREVENTION COMMITTEE 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE AGENTS ADDRESS 
LAKECHARLES LOUISIANA. 
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«J/r , 5V //•■ SabrisUte.. 
Soceny- Vacuum Oil Company,' 
Incorporated 
20 Broa&to&y . 

Ilew , York,' flow Yar:& 


Dear Hr. Zabriahie s 


Your letter of September 10,. 1940, 
has- b'e'Sn' received,-' end. inasmuch as you have 
Secured the permission of the American Baga sine 
to reprint rzy article which appeared in the . 
■August issue, it will be entirely satisfactory 
with we far you: to Co so. I hope it will be of 
interest to your employees.. 

pith boot wishes and .hind regards. 



Sincerely yours. 











ocony/Vacuum Oil Company 


f INCOR POU AT E O 

26 BROADWAY 



Industrial Relations 

C.R.DOOLEY, MANAGER 


]S t ewYouk 


September 10, 1940 
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r 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. MU’ 

uf 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 






In the absence of our„Jir.^.„E. . . ElL Wilder . who is presently 
visiting our plants and subsidiaries throughout the United States, 

I am taking the liberty of addressing you concerning an article 
which appeared in the August .issue of th e J American Magaz ine written 
by you and Mr. Courtney Ryle^/Olooper. Mr. Wilder indicated that he 
had received oral permission ’from you to' make reprints of this 
article for distribution to our employees, provided we secured 
similar permission from the American Magazine and Mr. Cooper. This 
permission was secured from the American Magazine under date of 
August 27, 1940 and from Mr. Cooper under date of September 7,1940. 


As we are quite anxious to have the article reprinted 
and distributed to our employees in the very near future, we should 
appreciate a statement from you indicating that such reprinting is now 
in order. 








LAW O 

ALFRE 

TR 


CANNON BUILDING 



July 12, 1940. 


r* 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Many thanks for your letter which 
arrived this morning concerning Mr. Cooper's took. 

I am sorry to have troubled you about this. The 
book, however, painted a picture which an ordinary 
citizen, who is engaged in the usual pursuits of 
business, does not see. 

It was because of my inability -to 
properly value the evidence presented by Mr. Cooper 
that I wrote to you and I greatly appreciate your 
answer./ 

/ . 


AWG/MHH 


Sincerely yours. 
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JOHN ED&AR HOOVER 
. ' DIRECTOR 
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Jftefceral igureau of Unucatigation 
lHuttch States Bepartmeitt of Justice 
Milnsljtngton, 5L <E. 



Re : Special tour 


Mr. To Ison 
Mr. Nathan 


Mr. E. A. Temm 

Mr. Clogs 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Egan 


Mr. Glavln _ 
Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Hendon 


Mr* Mclntlro 

\ 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Rosen 


, yvH7^ 


Mr. Quinn Tomm 

Adm. Flies 

Pcrs. Files 

Tour Room 

Mr. Tracy 


Miss Gandy 


A* 






Please be advised that Mr. Noon, in accord- 
ance with instructions from Mr. Nichols, conducted 
the following on a special tour of the Bureau yes- 
terday. 

Mrs. Courtney Ryley^C'oope r , 

Sebring , Florida 

Miss Cornelia E-.^Smith, 

138 South Lakeview Brive , 

Sebring, Florida 

Mrs. Cooper is the wife of the well-known 
feature writer. She, of course, was well acquainted 
with the various facilities of the Bureau. 

At the firing range, Mrs. Cooper and Miss 
Smith shot the tommy gun effecting a well-riddled 
target. 


Since you were unavailable at the time, 
these folks were unable to meet you. They were 
taken to Mr. Nichols office at the end of the tour. 
They were extremely appreciative of the courtesies 
extended them. 



L 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE^ 

Sept . 30,1940 . 


«)t 



EdjXockett of INS tele . 


•Said that the NY papers are "wild" m,. Mctntlre 
on the Cooper story and the N Y , 

y Journal has made inquiry of INS m , , 
[yj- here. y 


I 

Q 


, They state that Mr, Cooper had 
on Aim toften found 2 identification 
cards ; one an FBI identificati on 
I cord and another giving him entre 

to Mr. Hoover's office in Washington". 


Mr. Quinn Timm 



Miss Benhm 







M lu Gandy 


Lockett stated that the FBI man in 

Afeto York has stated that Mr. Cooper had no 
connection with the FBI / however that ' 

Mrs. Cooper had stated s*ta B te e & he killed him- 
self because of an FBI snub_. . 

'\ L ( ~ \6 -C7$ 
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OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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llnttcfi States Hepartment of Justice 

UTaabhigtnn, D . CL 

October 4, 1940 


LBN :LCB 


Mr. Tolson. 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. 15. A. Tamm jj 

! Mr, Foxworth . 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Nichols,! 

Mr. Hendon jj 
Air. Rosen ... 

Mr. Tracy I| 

Mies Gandy. 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON 


V<^ 


0 

Courtney Ryley Cooper’s fingerprints are 
being taken out of the Exhibit Room. It is 
suggested that Walt Disney’s be inserted in 
their place . Likewise Cooper’s name is being 
removed from all booklets , etc . 

Respectfully } 


L. B . Nichols 
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Mr. Toison 

Mr. Cmg'-- 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 
Mr. Foxworth ... 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Ladd . 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Hendon 

[’ Mr, Rosen „ 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. H. H. CLEGG 


Re: Courtney Ryley Cooper 



1 


At 10:45 P*BU, Mr* H« E^^Iean telephoned from 
Marysville, Ontario, Canada to verify a report that Courtney 
Ryley Cooper had committed suicide in New York, He was 
advised that the Bureau was not able to verify this report 
and it was suggested that, he get in touch with the New York 
Police Department who would investigate such a matter. 

Mr. McLean stated that he had just flown in by 
his plane from Hudson Bay and was a personal friend of 
long standing of Cooper’s and had been greatly startled 
by the report. 


Respectfully, 
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October 2* 2940 


Mmmttmt for tbe- director 


Mrs , Jerome M* A Frank who is 'the wife of like. Chairman , 
Securities and Exchange Commission# telephoned and talked with 
the Writer in your absence*- 

^ . f 

(t ts Mrs* Frank advised that she had .been approached by 

Cosmopolitan Magazine to write several articles for them. The V 
subject natter of these articles was not selected by the " 

magazine s but was left to Mrs, Frank *s discretion , Jind* Frank 
stated that after noticing the death of Courtney RyleygPoopar 9 >^s, 

the thought had come to her that the Director might be making 
other plans to collaborate with another writer in connection w 
with a series of articles for thc v Amrica n Maggot no that were * g 
,) formerly written by Mr, cooper* Che -statedj^tmrefara, that .a 
> I -the purpose- of her call ms: to find out if the Director had made*- i 
'-4- any plans "to, continue this .series of articles- and to. get from, $ i 
' l the Director- ah expression of opinion as to whether or not if & (i , 

would be advisable , for her to suggest to the Cosmopolitan g v 
Mag Sat ne that she. write a series of articles on the work of 1 g* 
the Bureau f j Mrs, Frank stated that she believed the worts of 
the Bureau would be most interesting but that possibly the staff n 
. of Cosmopolitan Magazine might feel that there, would not be , j;y 
* • .. sufficient reader interest in these article nMLn^he~avent.-thc — H'L 

American Magazine were also going to continue carrying the ss }«£ 
Director *s articles . , ; 74, - vj - If 

• BBCCSt^ & KSUjd^K^ * V. IT 

It Was explained to Mrs* Frank th%W®the Director is t k,J ^ 
of course# out of the city and the writer is not family wi -ph 
any plans or arrangements which he had made to continue' the 
wr.Toito,,^ — g&riQQ of articles in the American Magazine » &%, wMSPFuggeSWdi 'If 
wr. «i»w Mrs . Frank that she write the Director s krfrstng’fo'rtir'f^ 


Mr. tt.A. Tamm 


Mr. Foxworth 


'"-full detail exactly what she had in mind and that it. would be ' 

_jxalled to the Director *c attention upon 

; , Eke stated that she would do this and added that She had talked 
to Mr, Hoover at quite some length on one occasion relative to ;\fF. 
wri ting some articles on the work of the Bureau, : ( 4 v 

• rnMTMSS) Respectf ully ,. -i 3 * 


v ■£., fiZelnlsauf 
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.Washington Time s -Eerfkd 
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Author Cooper 
Kills Self Over 
FBI Spy Snub 


ft 

. 'a 


r 


Brooded on Cold 
Reception Given to , 
His Nazi Expose 

. 4 NEW YORK, Sept 29 (C.T.P.S.) 
Official snubs he" received in Wash* 
v Ington when he tried to tell au- 
thorities about Nazi spy conditions 
\ he had uncovered in Mexico to-J 
day were believed to have* 
. prompted ‘ Courtney Riley Cooper, 
^ -author and amateur G-man, to" 
j take his life. 

The .55-year-old Riley, for many' 
*. ‘ years a writer of oest-sellers, was 
v found hanged in a hotel room 
chortly before Saturday midnight. 

| * Spent Months In Mexico 

^ * His widow, the former Genevieve^ 
\ R. Furey, told detectives her hus-* 
, band had become depressed over 5 
^ the reception his “expose” met 
In “Washington. He had spent* 
; months in, Mexico, she said, and 
had information on Nazi activities 
' and propaganda there. *; - 

„ Later', the widow said, he turned 
, over his' 'material to “J. Edgar 
Hoover, -FBI chief. The latter was 
' notified of the suicide immediately. 

But B. E. Sackett, special agent 
in charge of the FBI in New, York, 
.denied Cooper had made any re- 
, port to FBI on- Nazi, activities in 
; Mexico. 

Thomas Baker, a hpuse detec- 1 
tive and a bellboy with a passkey f 
found Cooper hanging from the 
cteam pipe. They were sent to the 
.* two-room suite to investigate after 
a -maid reported to the desk that 
she had made several unsuccess- 
ful attempts to get into the room 
jf to clean it. An ambulance sur- 
, /, ^cqtV from Bellevue Hospital said 
Coojfesjhad been dead 
hours. 




k 


' ■' cS££S£fials Indifferent ‘c . 

Mrs. Cooper identlfiedheFThlfc* 
band after police brought her, to 
the hotel. She could give no rea- 
son for ’ her husband’s act other , 
than to suggest that he might have , 
become mentally unbalanced be- 

* cause of snubs she said he had re* 

* ceivedfrom officials of bureaus in 
Washington to whom he had re- 

k ported on his recent investigation 
of Nazi Fifth Columnists in Mexico. 

, According to Mrs. Cooper, her 
husband, who had been active in t 
the investigation of crime in re- 
- cent years, , had passed several ; 

' months- in Mexico gathering in- , 

.. > formation , which he con^ered , 
.important to the interest of this 

* *lountry. * In -Washington, ■Mrs. • 
^Cooper related, her husband' en- > 

\ ' -countered a solid wall of official 
indifference to his findings. . 

* v just as he had decided that his f 
efforts in Mexico had been wasted, ; 
Mrs. Cooper said, he was referred 
to his friend Hoover. Cooper had < 

"eulogized the "politically fearless, ; 
coldly efficient” chief of the FBI ; 

‘ fhg organizer of "the most effi* . 
dent and trustworthy organization 
' ' to the entire world 1 ' .in a. book. 

• ‘'Here’s to Crime," published to 

183 Mrs. Cooper said her husband 
' I had conferred with Hoover several 
Siaes on his findings and had . 

* , turned oyer to the director of the 

small the, evidence he .had 

‘ C °ctopcr ran away .from school 
. i whto he was 16 years old to be- 1 
a clown in - the Cook’ and < 

>' garret circus; In -the ne*t 30odd 
years, Cooper returnpd interrnit- 
teatly to the circus, working him- 

•f , ’ self . up frpm performer and sljn- 

r fainter to press agent for 
: ' ; wmam F "Buffalo Bill* Codyand 
for a time was general manager 
of the old Sells-Floto Circus. - 

Served Overseas ' 

Cooper was a special writer ^lor 
the Kansas City Star from i 19M 
t , , . x_ ‘iQio* the New York World in # 

1914? and' the Chicago^ibunb and , 

the Denver Post to 1915. When toe f 
World War came Cooper enlisted 
to toe tJ. 3. Marines. He wm , latff j 
commissioned as a second lleuten 
Antand was sent to France to col- 

* tote historical matter on toe.Ma- 

11 He wrote many articles for toe 
Saturday Evening Post. Cooper also 
Erected several motion pictures on 
\crime subjects and wrote^^l| 
Wenarlos. 
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/; : • ' " ■>' ■■ • September -30* 1840 


Hra». /EleamrXpattcrCon 
/publisher \ ... 


T* 


■fh&W4shtngt'6n Times ^herald' ' ■; ■ ■•■,■■■:■■■> "■ r 

•' ff*. . ; • . •• . •*. ./-V ../-V., v ,. v ' ' 

' : f%pear Mrs* Paitfrsen? ■ .V -••: / " ‘'7 v .> j;’ '»,»'■■ ; 

.. • t| J -- ‘ J hesitated very- MUCH: Writing you personally .about ‘ 'f .. ■■ 

' v i the follow tpg ■ miters ; fcu# since ‘ it, has disturbed 'tea. a great ; "•. 

, ' . 4ml* I thought 1 should some. to. you as th'e 'Publish or of -the 
. ■ ... Hashing ton Tines *P[$rald because. of the - incident which. has- < 

Kf . y ’] Occurred* ;.’f\ . ■ '•■ . / ,v v 

•J . ' J an. ins losing : tin ' ap-ti el a ■vb'tQlt appeared in this ' ” • . 

k“' 'morn inp*s- Washington Ting&~Scrald on Page B* in which the ■- •.*: 

/headline. is fyvHjhvr Geepcf tills. : &elf Over.. FBI Spy ,8nub* Tf . •*./•; • ‘ 
[y/-/: /'There is a '.piibf heading * which you mill hots reads? ' ^Br coded 
■///■■<■ on Gold Reception Given to. -Bis. Bad S&pap&s*. tf '4 reading of 
'■'[// the article* ‘which is a? Bwy-FCrh dispatch* docs .not /in any 
‘•‘i support the- ftest^tXZ fii V 
/ Go.pper said? but if the dispatch he. accurate as to uha:h/’ /,""■/ 
y/« .\.ohe did sup;, she did not'-day that Mr *•. .deeper had been/ snubbed •• :*• 
‘ or my per sen connected with Me fqx\‘ doncegucntlyp 
.' such a headline* which is 4 ^ Cficn ihe only, portion of 'an , 
article .which hp read by nqny redderc* gives a, licet unfair 
■, and improper fnpr ess ten concerning the treatment of Ur* deeper 
-~'"/ by this Bureau*' the reason l feel sc deeply, about it is that • 

U.* srjlr*. deeper, ms, not only ; a pery good friend of all in thd FBI* ,f - 
/\ but particularly was a elate personal friend Of minef ,1 '■ 
\''//>muXd have, been indeed M. ihg/faie if f had ever treated Hitt. 

. \. in. the 'tmnnep ip which the headline in the Tit$ s~lier&ld, in~ 
d$ cates * 


•• '■■fHe/faat ■ Of ’tb& ‘natter is that. . while X fcneto that ., 

• ^ ™>Mr.*-f!s.opep bad gone thEmicep I did not bnow that he had -■ 

' ^ ktiLs&e d to $H:e '■ United Btatee until. T. had been advised of • . 
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Kills Self Over 
FBI Spy Snub 
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Reception Given to 
His Nazi Expose 
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K^W YORK, Sept. 29 (C.T.P.S.). 
Official snubs he received in Wash-' 
Ington when he tried to tell au-^ 
thorities about Nazi spy conditions l 
he Jiad uncovered in Mexico to*; 
day j were believed to havej 
prompted Courtney Riley Cooper, * 
autl for and amateur G-man, to f 
takefjhis life. - J 

The 55-year-old Riley, for many! 
years a writer of oest-sellera, was 
found hanged in a hotel /room 
shortly before Saturday midnight. 

Spent Months in Mexico * j I 

His widow, the former Genevieve 
R. Furey, told detectives her hus*' 
hand had become depressed over 
the reception his “expose** metl 
in Washington. He had spent 
months in Mexico, she said, and 
naa information on Nazi activities 
and propaganda there/ 

If&D the widow said, he turned ' 
overfiis material to J. Edgar j 
Hoover, FBI chief. The latter was 1 
nohfied of the suicide immediately. 

But B. E. Sackett, special agent ! 
in charge of the RBI in New York I 
demed Cooper had made any re-’i 
port to RBI on Nazi activities in 
Mexico. . 

Thomas Baker, a house detec- 
tive and a bellboy with a passkey 
found Cooper hanging from the 
cteam pipe.* They were sent to the 
two-room suite to investigate after 
a u5rt ld re P° r ted to the desf: that 
she had made several unsfic<:ess*i 
ful attempts to get into thd room 
to dean it. An ambulance sur* 1 
geqti from Bellevue Hospital iaid 
Cooper had been dead 10 or' 12 
hours, „ * 
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Officials Indifferent 


tdSfrs, Cooper identified her hus- 
bars' ^ '■after police brought hr?r to 
thel hotel. She could give nc rea- 
son] for her husband*s act <>;her 
than to suggest that he might 13 ave 
become mentally unbalanced^ be- 
cause of snubs she said he had re- 
ceived from officials of bureaus in 
Washington to whom he had re- 
ported on his recent investigation 
of Nazi Fifth Columnists in Mexico. 

According to Mrs. Cooper, her 
husband, who had. been active in 
the investigation of. crime in re- 
cent years, had passed several 
months In Mexico gathering in- 
formation which he considered 
important to the 'interest of this 
country. In Washington, Mrs. 
Cooper related, her husband en- 
countered a solid wall of official 
indifference to his findings. 

Just as he had decided that his 
efforts in Mexico had been wasted, 
Mrs. Cooper said, he was referred 
to his friend Hoover. Cooper had 
eulogized the “politically fearless, 
coldly efficient** chief of the FBI 
as r the organizer of “the most effi- 
3ienV. and trustworthy organization 
d the entire world** in a btFok, 
‘Herrs to Crime,** published in 
19B7. \ r « 

* y Mrs. Cooper said her hu/sbs ,nd 
had conferred with Hoover several 
times on his findings and nad 
turned over to the director of the 
FBI all the evidence he had 
collected. 

Cooper ran away from school 
when he was 16 years old to be- 
came a clown in the Cook and 
garret circus. In the next 30-odd 
years, Cooper returned intermit* , 
tently to the circus, working him* 1 
self up from performer and sign- 
painter to press agent for Col- 
William F “Buffalo Bill’ Cody and 
for a time was general manager 
of the old Sells-Floto Circus. 
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Served Overseas 
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Cooper was a special writer for 
the Kansas City Star from 1910 
to 1912; the New York World in ! 
1914, and the Chicago Tribune and 1 
the Denver Post in 1915. When the 
World War came Cooper enlisted 
In the TJ. S. Marines. He was later 
commissioned as a second lieuten- 
ant Arid was sent to France to Col- 
late historical ’matter on the Ma- 
rine s. 1 ^ J 

Hj wrote many articles, for jl he 
Saturday Evening Post. Cooper Also 
directed several motion picture;!, on 
crime subjects and wrote sevpr&l 
scenarios. 
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LAWRENCE S. GREENBAUM 
EDWARD S. GREENBAUM 
HERBERT A. WOLFF 
MORRIS L. ERNST 
JONAS J. SHAPIRO 
WALLACE D. JENNINGS 
SAMUEL J. SCHUR 
ALEXANDER LIN DEY 


Greenbaum, Wolff 5L Ernst 

285 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


TELEPHONE CALEDONIA S-IS8E, 


October 4, 1940. 


(Personal) 


I Mr. Tolson..1_7. _ 

Mr. Clegtf 

Mr. IS. A, r, 'amm. 
j Mr. .... 

| Mr. Nathan , 

! Mr. 

| Mr. 

| Mr. C)a\ : a ......... 

i Mr. Niches 

Mr. Ilendoa 

Mr. llo&en 

| Mr. Tracy 

| Miss Gandy* 




Dear John: 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover . J v\ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Qj 
Washington, D.C. 

•dj r * ^ 

Dear John: t . \W 

r*' j/ 

I received the enclosed letter f rom jE&^^ai^SSmeker t 
who had dinner ivithoCooper Wednesday night before his death. I think 
you might want to have"s‘3SiebSe see her. As to you, let me know if 
I can ever be helpful. 

— v— 

I understand the communist and nazi positions are as fol- 
lows: They intend to rush all of their people into our army. Why 

shouldn’t we pay for the training of their men‘. 

You may have a lot of information on the top boys in these 
movements, but I am convinced that the men at the draft boards have 
no -possibility of finding out affiliations of registrants with nazi 
and communist movements. There are people in this town who would 
know how to spot these people, spot them through affiliations in or- 
ganizations, activities in political movements and particularly 
Stalinst positions in labor unions. Somehow there ought to be a 
set-up by which the draft boards are informed as to the background 
and record of registrants. I know one or two men who could do the 
job as head of an advisory committee' in this City. The men I have in 
mind don’t want jobs with the government. If they did the work at 
all, they would be glad to do it in a public-spirited , patriotic and 
non-paying basis. 


I mentioned all of this to Bob/pa ckson^at dinner last week 
in Washington, and also talked it over with S.am^S mith a nd his Depart- 
ment. If you agree with me and have some kinddrf a 'program, let me 
^ know if you think I can be of assistance in the development of the 
fit idea, and in urging tfcfcs scheme in case I agree with it. 


Best to you, 

-ALL 1NF0RMATI0 
HEREINJS.UfiCL/ 
aPATE J±£_, 


LASS1FIED 

_byM^ 


RECORDED & INDEXED 


Yours , 


/V\0 R)<» S 


£ e “P 


. *10 


w : ■ 

* « 

r 
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THE WENTWORTH 59 Wes't '■ 46th Street, New York City 
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My dear Mr. Ernst .• 

In regards to my conversation with you this 
morning I an writing the following 

I had dinner with Mr. Cooper on Vfednesday night, 

I think it was. Due to his general mood, which was genial, 
and showing a great enthusiasm for life, I felt, and still 
feel, after reading of his death in the paper on Sunday, that 
he did not commit suicide . 


He first talked of what a beautiful City Mexico 
City is,, and how jolly it was picking up Spanish. "It has 
just enough difficulties to make it interesting" he said. 

Later he said he was very tired from having lived with spys 
for so long a time, and that it was no joke. He then said the 
boys in California were seething over the facts about Weidev- 
man, but were afraid to break them, and added, "but I went to it 
but I have no hairs to lose" and he touched his bald head and . 
laughed. As he got up to leave he said}- "I am certainly hoping 
that when my stuff breaks Weiderman will be blasted out of the 
country."' And when I spoke of the difficulties - of getting 
anything started before a Presidential Election, he added that ■ 
his article was not coming out until after the election, and 
would be in the November issue of a magazine , altho he did not 
name the magazine . 


It just occurs to me that you might want to know 
what kind of a person I might be. My relations with Mr. Quincy 
Howe are only over a publishing matter. But Dick Simon would 
remember me if he were told I was the person who established 
Fred Howe's 'Sconset Tavern for him. It was back in 1920 as I 
remember it. Dick Simon was one of our earliest guests there. 

My name at that time was Ruth Quick. Fred himself was one of my 
best friends . I can also refer you to Paul Turner, lawyer for 
Actors Equity. I would have gone to him immediately about this 
matter but at present he is out of town . 

I am glad to have reached you because I felt it my 
duty to say something about this. 



H EREiN IS UnCLASSSFlED 

nATC BYWS t 



Sincerely, 

(s) RUTH GARNER CROONER 
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STREET 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

October 16, 1940 


1214 


y 

M/\G\LL 


TOM/^GILL 

SIXTEENTH 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoove h, Director, 
Federal -bureau of Investigation, 
U. S. Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Ho over i 



It is hardly prohahle you will remember meeting me at 
/Last year's Dutch ®reat dinner, where I was a guest of ^umner 
^B losso m, hut at the time you were kind enough to suggest my 
dropping in to see you, and since then I have been turning 
over in my mind the possibility of using the F.B.I. as a 
background for my next ^American Magazine serial. 


For some years now I have been doing a yearly serial 
for Blossom, usually with an industrial background. My last 
one — a yarn based on the ^outh American oil industry — is 
running currently in the American. 

My ideas for an F. 2 . 1 . serial are far from crystalized, 
but there seems to me a grand chance, either for a conflict 
between some strong political ring and the ^. 2 .I. or ~ if it 
remains timely — some enemy foreign power and the J’.^.I, 

With this in mind, I am wondering if you would be good 
enough to let me make an appointment with you and give me the 
benefit of your own reactions toward this general idea.’ I 
should appreciate it mightily. 





c ' if* 



- .MrtfTevi gi-u .... 

- .• : ' ‘ 1214 sixteenth ''tf&rksv [ 
Washingtony'p* -Aft •;>,* 






X>eaV -#r% - ,\ : :i -■ ?.-• 

■••• ,- Ijaisli to acknowledge yourletter of 
October 16# £940# am 1 £ recall ppry well meeting 
your at the Dutch Tr^m. DinnerimMew* Tori? last 

year. . . ,., ' - : y\y_. y./v 

* - ' \ -2* dm leaping the city this afternoon and 

inasmuch as my '. re turn is yomelohat indefinite* £ 
'would like to suggest that at your ConPeniehce 
you night: wish tP call upon Ur* Do.uis B * Nichols* 
'one of fay Ass i stents# to. discuss the matter you 
have: in mind* ’ . \ . .. ./; £ v > , ... ;• . ,■ ;/ 


wishes and -hind regards#. v/£ 
"■ . ■ - »> - . Sincerely years# 




'> * 








-\V£ 

Mr. J. v Mgar J floover ^ ^ 

Federal Bureai^of 'Investigation , 
Washington,*) D.C. 

- o„\> . - 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 
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Stefcmtl Bureau nf Jmmsttgatimt 
States iBepurtment of Justice 
UJaaljmgtmt, B. <£. 

October 28j 1940 

MEMORANDUM FOB MR. T OLSON 




LBN: AWN 


how it combats corrupt volilitl nJ 1 * V -’ showin 9 

activities in t £ r ??&%'?“ t ££»'°*»9 

that he set tlTlliTel T^lTs'Vlo^d ? U1 f Westing 
aill called at my office to day. ^ Mr ‘ 



Mr. ToIson.fr 

rir. Clogg 

Mr. 13. A. Tflinm | 

Mr. Foxworth . 

Mr. Nathan . 

Kv, Ladd. 

Mi*. Lgsn. 

r aI% .T' avin . 

r,v. 

Mr. Hendon.. 

Mr. Hv son . 

Mr. Tracy . 

0 Mias Gandy. 


a t £c £ fr 


■J 93 S, 

(Taartn^ %2.;^ffioper t-fto Idter'ToiTuI tMt^am 

Tit 

Tie Tias offices in the hens - informed me that 

Street, If. V., Teltthole ITA 9 . lo , ca J ed at ls 14 16th 
one time was in the till t r ' Ct 3SS8 ’ that h a at 
writing stories on the rll V A SrVioe ani aborted 
animals and several ye/rs aoTVV' Vi0e f nd ail * 
of his time to writina Holt A A gan deu °ting all 
fiction and is TorZTri cTTtfa/iTe.^ 9 U 

last 8prinf m to er wrft°e S ITirtlVinfutUVi^ 1?*?°* 
precenily appearina in filtration which is 

ild V luT7- Smne ^oooom oTledTeTdlTlf tTis^wTeh 

FBI backgfLTVo^rTte^lithli T 9iV * him a 

corrupt politics° o^or. 6 espial nag^ . Ser \ a9 ' 


ALL If^FORLIATION CONTAINEtf^^ & 





jFEOEfiAL BURFA 1 J OFiJVi/fSTjjj^TiQjyJ 

3 -NOV 18 1941 

I — U S. DcrAli iu:v, i 




The Bureau Agents would be the heroes and 
he stated that before sending the manuscript to 
Blossom he would be glad to have it reviewed in 
the Bureau and that he would certainly abide by 
any suggestions the Bureau had to make. 

Gill impressed me rather favorably 9 and 
while I told him that our conversation was of course 
intended to be considered as tentative and more or 
less explanatory , it would in no way commit the Bureau, 

I told him that I felt that an excellent 
novel could be written along the lines he suggested 
to me and felt we might be able to .assist him in 
securing a good working knowledge of the Bureau 
but that naturally we could make no commitments, 
until after he had conferred with BMsom 

I was rather favorably impressed with 
Gill and after he has had his luncheon with Blossom if 
he desires to write a novel with the Bureau background , 
it would be my suggestion that we go along with 
him. It would not take a great deal of work other 
than showing him the Bureau ; taking him to> Quantico 
or possibly giving him a word pi'cture of the situation 
which could be done without losing any time. 


No action need be taken on this pending , 
further advise from him after his meeting with 
Sumner Blossom on Wednesday . 



Respectfully, 

Vnr^-" 


L. B. NICHOLS 


• « 


TOM GILL 

1214 SIXTEENTH STREET 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


November 6, 1940 


Mr, Louis B. Nichols, 

Federal ^ureau of Investigation, 
U, S, Department of Justice, 
Washington, D # C, 

Dear Mr. Nichols. 



^ Thursday, in New Y 0 rk, I lunched with SumneP Blossom, of 
the American Magazine, I told him of my talk with you, and 
of my wish to do a fiction serial for him "based on the work of 
the J.B.I. 


Blossom was entirely sympathetic with the idea, "but in 
view of swiftly changing conditions "both in this country and 
abroad, which might, militate against the timeliness, of such a 
novel, he has asked me not to begin immediately. For this 
reason we decided that I should first finish for him the 
serial which he had asked me to do , based on the fur industry 
of Canada, and when this is done — probably late next spring — 
I shall take up again the F.B.I, story. 


In the meantime, please accept my best thanks for your 
generous cordiality to me last week. 
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Office of Director 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
ONITEb STATES DEPARTMENT' OF JUSTICE <• 

December 3 } 1940 



Mr. Nathan '' ~ 
Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Coffoy ^ 
Mr. Ecan 



11:43 m 


Mr. Qtavln _ 
Mr. Horbo 


si/. 
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Mr. B. ff./j'fflements , 133-22 
Nullis Avenue Few York City t 
came to the Reception Room arid 
asked, for Mr. Hoover or Courtney 
Ryley Cooper. He presented a 
> % copy of the article by Mr. Hoover 
^' ar yi C&urtney RyleyflCooper entitled 
'?%^amp&Aof Crime" and stated that 
''Tie wdslmaking a movie of such 
conditions based on this article. 


Mr. Mclnttro 
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Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Rosen 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Toto. Room _____ 
Tour Room 


Mr. KtoInKout 
Mr. Tracy 


Mlsa Coahm _ 
tolas Candy 
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He was advised that Mr. Hoover 

was not in the office but Mr. Nichols 
would be glad to talk with him. He is 
presently in Mr. Nichols office. 
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Mr. Kjat^r-n ... 

Mr. ?,add 

Mr. Ejf«m j] 

Mr. 'Cltiv'n . 

Mr. Nichols. 

P»U% lien lion-. 

Kr. Rosen . 

I>Ir. Tracy. 
jP.C 3 Gandy. J ^ 
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MEMORANDUM FOB MR. TOLSON 
Your attention is directed to the December issue 



of Jlweripan^Jis i ga.sSne on Page 24 of which appears an article 
\N entitleW ^An lerica’s Np_» 1 Nas i" which appears over the 
\ name of ’\ Stephen RileyyKing , rr 

•**'* f ^ juT 

When I was in New York recently SumnejjkfBlossom 
told me that Courtney Ryie^^ooper had written a story on 
Frithf^^iedemann which was nothing more than a rehash of 
other ^ifferTLs which have appeared. He stated that Mr, Cooper 
had gone to San Francisco and. apparently had gotten most 
of his material from San Francisco newspaper men. It would 
thus appear that American Magazine has attributed Cooper l s 
article to Stephen Riley King which apparently is a pseudonym 

Respectfully 3 
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L, B , Nichols f 

A! L ll/oRMATION CONTAINED 
HERBS'! IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT F iskdtL BY4W 

-^■^ffELMER the GIANT KILLER " 

Refers to Mr, Hoover.: in 3rd paragraph, 
st 


so note Page 50: 
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GUY W. COX, President 



Life Insurance Company 


HOME OFFICE 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


December 9, 1940 


HARRY GARDINER, General Agent 
ELMER G. LETERMAN 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 1533 
Columbus 5-4688— 5-4689—5-4690 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 



Mr. J . Edgar Hoover, . . ^FORMATION CONTAINED 

• a • 1 fi $ A I ft O OlCIlT n 


Mr. Tojjep 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. E. A. Tamm.. 
Mr. Fosworth 


Mr. Nathan.., 


Federa 1 Bureau of Investigation, HLL H 1 * 1 ^ 1 ' 7 s ai ao 0 1 C UT H 

Washington, D.q. • HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date VfrjLJYafieesss 


Bear Mr . Hoover: 

I would greatly appreciate your opinion on 
my first article, I" How To Make Friends”, which I am enclosing 
herewith. f 

Awaiting to hear from you and with my 
kindest wishes to you for a very happy and merry holiday 
season, I am 


Mr. Ladd. 

Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Glavin 

Nikola 

^dop'.JVZ. 

Sr. Rosi 

A 

Mr. Tracy... 
r.Iioo Gandy. 


Sincerely yours. 
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— v production 

duriny 1935 t934 1935 

1933 1X9 policies for 2,035, 543 

1934 199 policies for 2,281,655 

1935 356 policies for 2,501,320 
She largest yearly production and 
ike largest production for fkrccccnseeu* 
five years of any individual ayenfin 

Ike Company’s Kislory 
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Above Is a ropltoa of a plaque presented to 
Mr. Letermsn 
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ANNUITIES HAVE KEPT MANY ' 




^EADLINER FROM BEING A BREADLINER 


Sh 



BUSINESS OF 1939 


'"Hew Insurance Paid-for , * . . 

Payments to Policyholders and Beneficiaries . ♦ 


Increase of Assets * * . . , . 

- FI a] 

; |jg Increase of Outstanding Insurance 

I <4 •’ " . . . i 

•3v * 


STANDING AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1939 


IS) Outstanding Insurance . * . . . . 

r!«Sr,r 

r|'i Admitted Assets . . 

jjfej LiabilitiesTfor assets definitely pledged in contractual obligations) 

J|j 

b|| - ' Including: Tits legal reserve on policies in force - 

§*i ' - Dividends to Policyholders Payable in 1 940 - 


. $330,403,402.00- 
95,078,234.48 
61,212,375.02 
173,121,057.00 


$4,350,678,256.00 

981,719,964.73 

393,758,627.52 


$806,638,843,00 

20,643,390.60 


Contingency Reserve Held for Asset Fluctuation 


|:| TOTAL SURPLUS RESOURCES 


25,000,000.00 

- 62 ^ 6 ^ 337 . 21 — 

87,961,337.21 


5 UMMA RY OF. ASSETS 


^ 5 iBondiu. :4il . 

Stoek^j&Uj at market "value Dec. 3lV 1939; . . 

)t|) Sfllgjj. . • . . . • 

Igj! .Loans on Company's Policies . -v 

II ,♦ • 

1*1 - TOTAL' ASSETS?- . n- V ,£ . **« w.--. 
m _ .i a 3 



$556,973,969.77 
21,407,300 46 
162,954,350.03 ' 
S9 ,443, 618.-19 - 
ISO, 940,726.23 
981‘, 7-19, 964.73" 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Boom 5744 1940 


To: Director 

Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Nathan 

Mr. Clegg- 

Mr . Edward Tamm 

Mr. Foxworth 

Mr. Glavio 

Mi 88 Gandy 

Mr, Tracy 

Mr. Ladd 

Coffey 
r. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Noon 
Mr. Renneberger 
Mr. Patterson 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Quini) Tamm 
Personnel Files Section 
Files Section 
Mrs. Brown 
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COPR. 1940 MATSON NAVIGATION CO. 


Hawaii ... In the language of flowers, the lei says, "Welcome” ... the plumeria pleads, "Remember” l . . the pikaki 
fragrantly says, "Be happy.” . . . You are . . ,. in Hawaii; and on the way over ... in Safe American ships -on the placid 
Pacific. Much ot her flower-messaj|e comes to you in illustrated literature . . . a$out -HAWAII and the SOUTH SEAS 
supplied by TRAVEL AGENTS or MATRON LINE offices, matson navigation company^^e- oceanic steamship company 








v Most people, I believe, are hungry for 
* human companionship but many of them 


even some who appear to be most 
popular — don't know how to go about, 
making friends. 

Once a famous movie star, a man who 
was continually mobbed by admiring 




fans and autograph hunters, confessed to 
me that he didn't have one real friend in 
the world. “ I know a lot of people," he 
said, “but they're all phonies or chiselers. 
They're 4 all after something. None of 
them really care about me." 

“Wait a minute," I challenged him. 
“Do you really care about any of them?" 

He admitted that he. did not, and 
right there, I am convinced, lay his 
trouble. He failed to attract and keep 
friends because he didn't try to. If we 
want people to like us, we must; like 
them! Anyone who will'follow that one 
simple rule can have hundreds, yes, 
thousands, of friends. 

That's all very well, you may say, but 
how am I going to get acquainted with 
the people I would like to have as 
friends? Should I join a church or club, 
should I take up bridge or golf? 


Elmer G. Leterman has be- 
come an'expert at getting ac- 
quainted. He is recognized as 
one of the world's foremost 
salesmen of life insurance. Al- 
though he has thousands of 
customers, he has many more 
friends. Writing from his own 
experience, he tells how you, 
too, can gain the rich rewards 
of human companionship. 


There are three good ways of getting 
None pflth^^ingsls'necessaryrbutr— acquaintedwithstrangersrhhave found 
one thing you must-do is~to~take-the--^ 1. Arouse their curiosity.- 
initiative in making acquaintances. You | 2. Approach, them in terms, of their 
can't wait^for people to come to you. own interests. 

You must go to them in ajgg^jyspirit, f 3. Build' up their self-esteem. f r - 

overcome their fear or^aHH^^pu, j To arouse a person's curiosity you 


j^Dermiptheir-h^ 



j ^ r 

needonlydooTS.n^om 


ordinary. For example, on a cold winter 
day you won't get much response by 
merely saying, “ It's cold, isn't it?" But 
if you say, “‘It's cold "and I wish it was 
ten times colder," the person you are 
speaking to will raise his eyebrows. He 
may think you're crazy, but his curiosity 
will be awakened and you'll have a 
chance to talk to him. 

I know a widely traveled man who has 
made hundreds of friends all over the 
country with an unusual little puzzle 
which he carries in his pocket wherever 
he goes/ When he finds himself among 
strangers on a train or in a hotel, he 
takes out the gadget and starts working 
it. Soon people are watching him. Then 
someone clears- his throat and asks what 
the dickens he's trying to do. My friend 
laughs, explains, and.before you know it 
he^acquamted with everybody.-— 

I sometimes use my watch to arouse 
the curiosity of strangers. The watch 
has a glass-case, which makes its whole 
iimeiLmcvement_\dsible, 
variably are interested in it. I take the 
( Continued on page 142) 
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HOW TO MAKE 

friends 


(Continued from page 53) 


examine it critically, or perhaps dangle it 
casually on the end of its chain. Often as 
not, someone will ask to look at it more 
closely. I have made friends of many people 
who, at first, merely wanted to see the wheels 
of my watch go round. g 

Curiosity is one of the strongest of human 
emotions, and an appeal to it is often an 
excellent way to break down the natural 
aloofness which separates us from our fel- 
lows. 

A STILL better way, however, is to 
approach a person through some absorb- 
ing interest of his own. Forget your own 
interests and think of his. 

If you wish to gain the friendship of the 
corner druggist, or of the carpenter who is 
mending your roof, encourage him to talk 
shop. Ask the carpenter what he thinks of 
the new prefabricated houses, the druggist 
how much his ice-cream sales vary between 
July and January. 

You’ll find their answers interesting and, 
since you’ve shown a friendly interest in 
things which absorb them, they’ll regard 
you with friendly eyes. 

If you are on a train and the man across 
from you is studying baseball box scores, or 
reading a volume of poetry, your best cue is 
to start a conversation on baseball or poetry, 
as the case may be. You don’t need to know 
much about either subject. You need only 
listen attentively. Everybody loves to air 
his views on his favorite subject to an 
appreciative audience. 

But the best of all ways of winning new 
* friends; r am ‘convinced, is 'thatTof building 1 
up their self-esteem. All of us, even the most 
self-assured, are starved for approbation and 
praise. When someone says or does some- 
- thing to make us feel a little happier about 
what we are, he is on the sure road to our 
friendship. 

When I meet a child I always make it a 
point to overestimate his age by at least 
a couple of years. That is because I know 
all children secretly wish, to be considered 
bigger, stronger, and more grown up than 
they actually are. And we can hardly blame 
them. Who among us, child or grownup, 
wants to be regarded as less important than 
he actually is? 

No one wants insincere flattery, but if you 
approach a perspn with a warmhearted at ti- 
* tude you will always find there is something 
pleasant.and true which you can say to him 
about himself, something which will make 
him' feel bigger. You may admire his sun 
tan, the suit he is w^dng, his posture, his 
tplpn foon e voice, hi^^HfchCY^Sfr^ astute- 

jmperturba- 


bility. You may say something nice about 
the view from his window. 

Or you may bolster his self-esteem by ask- 
ing him for advice, or by seeking his opinion 
on some subject about which he doesn’t ex- 
pect to be consulted. Try this some time on 
someone who holds a less important position 
than you do. Ask your taxi driver what he 
thinks of the international situation, or get 
the opinion of your office boy on the new car 
you’re planning to buy. You’ll be surprised 
how they’ll burgeon out under your implied 
tribute to their judgment, and you may be 
surprised, too, by the soundness of their sug- 
gestions. 

Three years ago I went to Hawaii, where 
I was quite unknown. When the boat 
docked at Honolulu a delegation was on 
hand to greet the celebrities aboard. A 
band played in their honor and leis were 
thrown around their necks, but no one threw 
a lei around my neck or the necks of most 
of my fellow passengers. I felt hurt, disap- 
pointed, and I read similar disappointment 
on the faces of other passengers— mostly 
plain people, who were spending their hard- 
earned money on a vacation. I decided to 
do something about it. 

As soon as I got settled in Honolulu I 
bought leis by the thousands, and every time 
an incoming steamer docked I would march 
up the gangplank loaded down with leis and 
followed by a native boy similarly laden. I 
would throw a lei around the neck of every 
passenger, great/' and small. “Welcome to 
the island,” I would say cordially. “Aloha! ” 

Everybody smiled and blossomed out 
under the simple gesture of good will, and it 
was amazing the number of friends I made in 
this way. Why? Simply because having 
leis thrown around their necks made the 
visitors feel like 'somebodies! This simple 
scheme of mine is now standard practice in 
Honolulu. 

When you can make a person like himself 
better than he did before he met you, he’s 
bound to like you. . . . 

AFTER you have crashed through the bar- 
riers of fear or suspicion or reticence which 
separate you from another person, and have 
made that person your friend, how shall you 
go about keeping his friendship? 

The best method, I believe, is to take his 
interests to heart and try to do things to 
help him. For years I have made it my 
creed to try to do more for the other fellow 
' than the other fellow can do for me. 

If a friend of mine has gone in for stamp 


rj HE AMERICAN MAGAZINE, 

collecting and is eager to obtain some par- 
ticular stamp, I telephone otfier philatelist 
friends of mine and try to get the stamp for 
him. If he has a son or nephew who needs 
a job, I see what I can do about it. If he 
happens to* admire my necktie, I send him 
one like it. 

You don’t need to do big things for people 
to keep their friendship. Little favors will, 
do just as well. The important thing is to 
let your friend know you are keeping his 
interests in mind. When you see a news item 
or advertisement in your newspaper or 
magazine which has a bearing on his busi- 
ness or hobby, clip it out and send it to hin). 
When you hear a story he’d like, call him up 
and tell it to him. If you meet someone you 
think he’d like to meet, or might benefit by 
meeting, be sure to bring the two men to- 
gether. 

Sometimes people tell me they are too 
busy to make friends. I don’t believe it. 

The most pleasant thing about this world 
is that it has so many people in it, and the - 
world’s tragedy is that it is torn by war and 
discord when the vast majority of people 
really want to be friendly. Ninety-nine per 
cent of them are eager for closer contacts 
with their fellow human beings. 

T HIS truth is proved to me anew every 
Sunday afternoon when I go for a walk. I 
usually walk through Central Park or along - 
Fifth Avenue in New York, and I make it a 
point to talk with everyone I meet — with 
.policemen and doormen, with strollers and 
window shoppers. I drop into restaurants 
.and hotels. I talk with patrons and guests, 
owners and managers, clerks and waiters, 
bus boys and check girls. I pass out sticks of 
chewing gum, of which I always have a 
pocketful, I do little favors where I can, But 
most of all I give out good will. And, be- 
cause I approach everyone in this spirit of 
giving rather than of getting, I find that 
everyone is my friend. To make friends you 
have only to be friendly. 

What does all this gain me? Does it help 
my business? Sometimes, unexpectedly, it. 
does. Bread thrown upon the waters often 
has a way of coming back again, but I never 
think of business when I am making a 
friend, and J would pursue the same course - 
if it never fetched me a penny. 

Making friends is its own reward. It is the 
only way I know of combating that arch-evih ~ . 
of loneliness, and it always kindles in me a ? 
bright, warm glow of sat fsfactfon . rif t wil I“do' 
the same for you. 
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Every one of uj^kestofeel important 


> ,E C EMBER 


Cartright, Senior, smiled. “There you 
are. Doctor. We pay three thousand, and I 
suggest that you work for us for more rea- 
sons than my own. You know these people 
and you've got a head start with their indi- 
vidual cases. This isn't a band-wagon peti- 
tion. I was curious yesterday when it was 
put on my desk, and I've talked with most of 
these men separately. You've given these 
men and their families something. I know 
the kind of work you've been doing on Vesey 
Street. These people know, too. You've got 
our point of view, Doctor.” 

Cartright didn't wait for Kent's answer. 
He pointed to a name, in ink, at the bottom 
of the sheet: John Cartright, Junior. His 
tone changed: “ I'm proud that that name is 
here. Doctor. My boy told me a pleasing, 
manly story when I asked him his connec- 
tion with you. You're young, Doctor, but 
you've got sound judgment. I'm grateful. 
How about the job?”, 

“I'll take it — I'm glad to get it — I'll do 
good work.” That was all he could think to 
say. 

“Fine. . . . Now, one thing more,” he 
said briskly, “and then you'll run your own 
department. I want an active, not a passive, 
health program for Cartright Steel. We've 
got a four-bed hospital-clinic. Requisition 
everything you need, and go through this 
plant with a fine-tooth comb. Give^ every 
man a periodic examination and keep him 
well. And get my old men back in shape and 
on the job.” Then, “Sorry to be rushed. 
Doctor.” He got up and walked to the door. 
“See Miss Cleveland after lunch. She'll get 


Labor Board,” he said promptly. 

Kent walked out on Vesey Street, dazed. 
He had a job that paid $3,000 a year. And 
Marge was gone. That was all he had ever 
wanted money for. Marge. But it didn't 
mean that he couldn't send her the things 
she needed. She needed shoes, two or threcf 
pairs for a change, and she needed a new hat. 
She needed a new girdle and some cold 
cream and some new dresses and a couple of 
sweaters. She needed a new bathrobe and 
slippers and a dozen pairs of stockings. She 
needed some slips and things. She needed a 
dinner dress. She needed every thing. Every- 
thing . . . but him. 


TJTE HAD to go back to the flat some time 

**■ J* for his rlothes. and he derided to embark 


A x for his clothes, and he decided to go back 
now and get it over with. He would shave 
and move his junk to a hotel. He walked 
slowly up Paul Street and up the stairs. 

The old alligator grip was in the middle of 
the bed, and Marge’s old blue robe was on 
the chair. He couldn't believe it. Then 
Marges arms, .were around him. She was 
crying against his shoulder and asking all at 
once was he all right, did he still love her, 
would he forgive her? She would die if he 
wouldn't. She’d wanted to die last night. 
Would he forgive her! She was back! 
Then Marge was crying, and laughing, 
too. And finally just laughing. “We'll get 
along all right, darling. Don't worry — no 
matter what happens.” x 

“ I'm not worrying. I'm in charge . of the 
mill hospital. We get three thousand dollars 
a year. Three thousand dollars.” 

Marge, who could make herself believe 


• anything' 2 Wouldn't believe this.-She smiled 7 ^ ^ * 
at him gently and said, “Don't worry. 

You'll get some good patients soon. We can N 
hold on. Aunt Aurelia gave us three jars of 
blackberry jam and I practically stole every- 
thing loose in the icebox. She sent her love.” 

He shook her. “ Three thousand dollars ! ” 
he shouted. “ It’s so ! ” 

When he finally convinced her, her eyes 
became very bright. “ I can tell you, darling. 

I was so afraid you’d find out last night and 
be frantic with worry. . . . We're having a 
baby. Us. You and me, Kent.” 

“What!” He pushed her gently into the 
armchair. “Gosh!” he said. “A baby! 

Think of it! I’ll get you the best doctor in 
the state.” 

Marge started laughing. He would be her 
doctor. She would be scared to death with- 
out him. 

She stopped laughing suddenly, and her 
face took on that dazed, empty look. “It 
will happen at your hospital, Kent. And I 
can see the stork blinking his eyes in the mill 
smoke. He'll make one of those zooming 
power dives right to my bedside and say, -* 

‘Mrs. Robbins, here's your little Kent, and 
don't drop him — he’s precious, like his father. 

Sign here, please.' Then I'll say,;:-Y ou'd 
better speak to the child’s father. He makes 
three thousand a year and, if I'm not out of 
my mind with happiness, I think he'll give 
you a tip>” 

‘ .Kent stood there grinning at her, sympa- 
thetically. Poor girl, she was crazy. The 
baby would be crazy, too. He hoped it 
would. He was pretty sane, and nothing he 
ever did seemed to make sense. 





"Bon Ami has saved me 
a lot of hard work! ” 


Talk to your friends who use Bon Ami. They’ll 
- tell you- Bom Ami-not only cleans -fast— but-makes 

bathtubs and sinks easy to keep clean . 

And there’s a very good reason for this : Bon Ami 
"contains no harsh, gritty substances. It doesn’t 
cause scratches -to catch and hold dirt, instead, it 
leaves porcelain smooth and really polished, makes 
it easier to clean the next time. 

Ask your grocer tovshow you the large De Luxe 
package — - smartly designed in Black and gold to 
decorate the modern bathroom. 



keeps things 
easy to clean 


Ei*ao<< 


"hasn’t 
* scratched 

w yet! ” 
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The American Magazine 


THE CROWELL -COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


250 Park Avenue 
New York 


K 


January 3rd 
19 4 1 


■zz. r.-M 



Mr. Tolcon. 

Mr. 

Mr. E. A.Tamm,.... 
Mr. FosworiJx .. 

Mr. ITatUaa , 


Mr. F awl „ . 


; “ c - r: °»>4 i 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F. B. I. 

Dept, of Justice Building 
10th St. & Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


ft' ' INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED , 

r.&TP 4-k-? 6 / 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 


>1 Just before his death, '^.urtoe^lRyleyf 

Ypooper wro te an article, ^ Rubber-Stamp Americans'’^"'' 
/which appears on page 35 df the attacEed^issue^of^ 

fTTL. A • ir_ • A ^ A « / 


t™ 


^American Magazine. uUe^Uljj 


-1 


In this article, Mr. Cooper tells of 
our slipshod naturalization methods, and the inadequacy 
of the appropriation under which the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service operates. 




I believe this article is particularly 
significant today when thousands of aliens are seeking 
naturalization, and we would appreciate your taking 
time to tell us your reaction to it. 



r , ... , 
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The ^merican Magazine 

THE CROWELL- COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 


December 19, 1940 


Inspect or Louis B. Nichols 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Inspector Nichols: 

With the increased interest -in national defense 
and sabotage it has occurred to us that there may be 
a possibility in a timely story on someone connected 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation who could be 
called the country*s number one bomb expert. Perhaps 
there is someone who is called upon as the leading’ 
authority when situations arise which demand an explana- 
tion of time bombs or of situations resulting ffan 
unsolved cases of bomb explosions, 

I have not read of ary such individual, but there 
unquestionably is someone who closely answers this de- 
scription. I realize that many activities along this 
line are secret, but we feel that perhaps you could 
suggest someone whose activities could be dramatically 
described without' disclosing any important F. B. I. 
facts. We shall look forward to hearing fran you. 




Sincerely yours.,, ^ 

BIPOEDEB (/* ■ 



r __ pOeteL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION) 

T he od orm Adams , Editor ^ (;A m iq ^ 4 , 
Interesting Peoplelsdbtioh f m ) mi 
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LBNsFML.; 


January 13, 1941; '..V .■/ 


Benjamin 


Mr* Alberti . .. 

Associate •'$, ■ , ; ‘ ' 

The -Americ an M agazine . 

, 55(0. far^ Abehue \x v 

; ilTaia Tories Mew‘ Ter ft •’• ^ V : 



Bear Mr* Benjamin t '/ v? .X ••X '• ’ 

X Wa ft to aCftnowledge your 2 etter of v ’ J ' 
January 3^ and express .my appreciation /or your ' >\ 
thought, fulness in. cal ling the February issue of * 
;4»erifca»i Magazine to my at tenpion* - / ,:V, 

. ' . r ; ; j read Courtney Mley\!co bper' s article 
with a great deal of ; interact* '14 ; 0 hard 6 ter~ 
iatio manners he has made a somewhat difficult 
subject; moot readable by emphasizing many of the 
. problems' currently existing which* as Mr* Qo ope r 
,• has stated, demand Co rrection * • iv ; ' A ‘ . ' 


With best wishes and ftind regards, 




incerely yours, 



t\ 






On January 18 y 1941 3 by reference from the 
Director's Qffi/ce, Mr, B, L-XGuffyj in the Solicitor's 
Office of theWveteraRaJ.Ajdmikist ration^ telephoned. 

He stated that he was of fhe s impression 
that the Director had an article sdmetime ago in the 
Atlantic Monthly dealing with theM our i ,st„ cp,mp„ p roblem , 
He stated he was int erest ed in gepting a copy of this 
article since in the Veterans' Agmini strati on they were 
faced with difficulties because of bad tourist camp 
situations involving some of their veterans, 

I advised Mr, Guffy that the article to which 
he referred appeared in the Ameri can Magazine rather 
than the Atlantic Monthly ■ and vhile we did not have 
any copies available for distributionj a copy could 
probably be obtained by communicating with the ^Amerfca n 
Magasine,. : 

Respect fully j 
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AIRPLANE COMPANY 

BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 



February 2, 1941 


ZjZ . z 

no V 


Mr. J# Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D»C* 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Taiirm.-.jw 

Mr. ClejTff 

Mr. Foansvorth ... 

Mr. Nathan ... 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Glavin X _ 

Mr. Nichole 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Ho sen . 

Mr. Tracy.. 

IcJgq Gandy 




u.. 




Dear Mr# Hoovers 


The Vega Employees Recreation Club of the Vega 
Airplane Company publishes a house organ monthly, entitled 
^V.E.R.C. Air caster#* 


I founi one of the articles published in the 
August, 1940 is/ue of the American Magazine very interest- 
ing and informative « This article was -written by you and 
•was ent itled'llr'Enemie s Within Our Gates# 1 * I would appre- 
ciate your permission to reprint it in the March issue of 
our magazine. 


We feel that a great protection, both to the 


company and the employee's , lies in acquainting them with 
the ways and means of sabotage and your article wouii be 


a tremendous help# 


Enclosed please find a self -addressed envelope, 
for your earliest possible reply# 




Very truly yours , 

'vega employees recreation club 


ON CLTO ED & 
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3te5trral Buvmtt of Jttuesttgaium 
SSmtrii states Brparimimt wf Justice 
Hlastjmgtatt, 53. <ST. 

March 18, 1941 
MEMORANDUM FOB THE DIRECTOR 


J Mr. Tolson 
Ujr Ti 

A. 

Mr. Fox worth ... 

Mr. Glaviu 

Mr. Lncld 

tyh Nichola 1/^ 

W* Boson . 
r.Xr. Carson i 

i 

MrTIIendon. 

Mr. Tracy... 

Miss Gandy. 


Referenq>|}is made to the article appearing in the April, 
1941, issue of the American Magazine entitledlv'Hitler 1 s Slave Spies 
in America" by I>onald~^i|T8!^^e ’ and John Jaylljaly, i^hd to aleFter 
dated March 3, 1941, directed to you by Mr. ^lbertVjBenjamin, 
associate editor of the American Magazine pertaining to this article 
and your reply thereto dated March 11, 1941. 


The article contained in the American Magazine contains 
information of a very general nature and it is impossible to make 
a definite identification as to any possibility that certain of the 
incidents related pertain to any case under investigation by the 
Bureau. 


The Bureau has received numerous reports, some of which 
are undoubtedly true, that persons leaving Nazi and Russian 
controlled parts of Europe have been approached by members of the 
Gestapo and OGPU to engage in espionage and other subversive activ- 
ities in the United States. The individuals approached have related 
that they were forced to promise to engage in such activities in 
fear that if they did not their relatives and loved ones who might 
have remained in those parts of Europe would be harmed. Similarly, 
persons in this country who have relatives in the subjugated European 
countries have been approached. 

The Bureau has quite some information concerning the 
activities of Otto Abetz, who it is mentioned was very active in 
the downfall of France and Belgium, as well as Baron von Hahn who 
similarly aided in the downfall of Austria, Czechoslovakia and 
Holland. Both of these individuals, as well as several others 
mentioned in the article who; are still in' Europe, are known to have 
been Nazi espionage leaders 'in the various countries prior to their 
subjugation by the Nazis. 

As a result, no comment can be made as to the truth or 
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The American Magazine 

THE CROWELL** COLLIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

250 Park Avenue 
New York 


March 3rd 
19 4 1 


Mr. To! son .... 

Mr. E. A. Tamm., 



Mr. Forworth 


Mr. Nathan « 


Mr. Glavin 


Mr. Hendon. 


j Mr. Tracy 
| Mies Gandy., 


Mr. J. Edgar- Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice. Building 
Constitution Avenue & 10th St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


Is the Nazi government attempting to form 
a ’’slave spy” system in this country? Is pressure being 
put upon residents in this country, who have relatives or . 
interests in Nazi-occupied countries, to form a network of 
unwilling spies and saboteurs? 

John J. Daly, Washington correspondent, and 
'Donald E. Keyhoe, author of ”M Day, If War Comes”, tell a 
startling^story on page 14 of the attached issue of The 
American Magazine. 

I hope you have the opportunity to read it, 
and to tell me what steps you believe should be taken to 
meet this menace. 




AB : hga 


Cordially yours. 


Liiiv&v 1 I 

Albert Benjamin 

Associate Editor 

,*P * 


■or 
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Sfebera l IStxreau of Jttuestfgaium 
UruteJi States 5Bepa etment of Justice 
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April 21, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 


Mr. qulnn Tamm 


Wil lAa^^ern e 3 Assistant Editor o.f ^merica n 
Magazine , f'afked Wo me the other day following his 
endeavor to contact you . 

He stated that American was doing an article 
on agents of contractors who were chiseling on defense 
contracts and wanted to know if the Bureau could in an 
off the record manner give him some background material, 

I told him we could not and referred hivi-to 
Allen of the Department . 

Respectfully, 


Mr. Klolnkauf 


L . B * Nichols 
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EXED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 

4 APR 25 1941 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST1GE 
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POLICE 


OSCAR G. OLANDER. 

COMMISSIONER 


CAPT. DONALD S. LEONARD 
COMMANDING SECOND DISTRICT 
DETROIT 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

MICHIGAN STATE POLICE 

* EAST LANSING 


CAPT. LAURENCE A. LYON. 
UNIFORM DIVISION 

CAPT. IRA H. MARMON. 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
AND IDENTIFICATION 

CAPT. C. J. SCAVARDA, 
SAFETY 8. TRAFFIC AND RADIO DIVISIONS 

ARNOLD C. RENNER. 

FIRE MARSHAL DIVISION 

JAMES L. ENYART, 

CHIEF CLERK 

BUREAU OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


Grand Hiver and Seven Mil 
De troi t , Mi chigan 
May 20, • 194l. 


Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation nOMT MHED 

U.S. Department of Justice ,.,rr\DM!VT\GW Lu™ » 


My-dearjMr. ^Hoover: 


KOOU 


tdi 





* ■ , I^thougir/ you might “be interested to know that following the 
publication offfiCpmns of Crime." written by yourself in collaboratio n 
v/ith Gourtnev ffi yT ^ fl agger and which a -on eared in the February 19^0 -i-as ue 
o£ the ff American Magazine . I called this evil to the attention of the \ 




-Mi 


ERMAHSHg 1 COMMITTEE ^. which is a legislative committee representing the 
Michigan Prosecuting Attorneys' Association, Michigan Sheriffs' Associa- 
tion, Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police, and the Commissioner of 
the Michigan State Police, and it was unanimously decided to introduce a 
hill in the legislature for the purpose of regulating toui^t ^oijies^ 
camps, and cabins. f SEG0B.fr" 

•House Bill Ho* 154 is enclosed herev/ith, and your 
invited to Section 3> relative to the registration of guestL fee segifriig; 'j94' ) 
of license numbers, etc., Ydiich registration is open for inspection bylaw 
enforcement officers. ^ After passing the House and being repo&1&cDl^f£:MrENT O F JL in »TiO't| 
ably by tiie Senate 'Committee on State Affairs, the bill was clexeatel in 
the Senate, which action has been severely criticised.by oui Michigan > 
newspapers;, g «If j qrpjig jc&re to have any more copies o£/chis b 
purposes, or in the event you have inquiries concerning legislation which 
mi^l^be^ime%^6,lcurb| the bad conditions at tourist camps, etc., please 
let me know, and I will send them along to you. 


! k B W' AU OPINVESTlGAi: 


With kindest personal regards, I remain 


h*«c ^Irr* 
r V s ~P 





m 




Captain Donald S. Leonard 
Commanding Second District 



DSLjmvr • 
end. 


STATE OP MICHIGAN 
LEGISLATURE OP 1941-42 
REGULAR SESSION 


REPRINT OF 

HOUSE BILL No. 154 


February 7, Introduced by Mrs. Stockman and Mr. Nixon, ordered printed 
and referred to tbe Committee on Public Health. 

March 4, Reported amended, amendments adopted, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole and placed on the General Orders. 

March 6, Considered in Committee of the Whole, amended, ordered reprinted, 
and made a Special Order on Third Reading for March 10. 

A BILL 


To require the inspection of all camps, tourist homes, tourist rooms, cabins, 
house trailer camps, or other sleeping accommodations for transients; to 
provide for the registration of all persons occupying the same; to provide 
for the licensing thereof ; to provide penalties for the violation' of the pro- 
visions of this act ; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts. 

THE PEOPLE' OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT : 

1 Section 1. Definitions, 

2 (a) “Camps” shall mean and include the temporary or permanent 

3 buildings, tents, or other structures, together with the " appurtenances 

4 appertaining thereto, established or maintained as living quarters for 

9V - Oo 


HOUSE BILL NO. 154 


2 


5 children or adults, or both, operated continuously for a period of 5 days, 

6 or more, for recreation, education, or vacation purposes, on a commercial 

7 * basis or for charity purposes. The term “camps” shall not be construed 

8 to include buildings, tents, or other structures maintained by any indi- 

9 vidual or company on their own premises and used exclusively to house 

10 * their own farm labor. 

11 (b) The term “tourist home” shall mean and embrace all buildings 

12 or other structures kept, used and maintained as places wherein sleeping 

13 accommodations are offered for pay to transient guests, with or without 

14: meals, and which are not regularly defined as hotels, inns, or lodging- 

15 homes. 

16 (c) The term “tourist rooms” shall mean and embrace all rooms 

17 offered to transient guests for sleeping accommodations, with or with- 

18 out meals. The buildings or structures in which such rooms are located 

19 shall be designated as tourist homes. 

20 ~~™(d) “^“Gabins^ shalh mean- and" include all-bufidmgSj— tents^o^j^-shnilar 

21 structures which are maintained, offered, or used for dwelling or sleeping 

22 quarters for transients, with or without provisions for cooking, but shall 

23 not include what are commonly designated as hotels, inns, or lodging 

24 homes, but shall not include resort cottages kept primarily for use of the 

25 owners and incidentally and occasionally leased for hire. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 154 


26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
1 
2 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


(e) “House trailer camps” shall mean and include any site, lot or 
tract of land on which a house car, house trailer, trailer home, or similar 
mobile unit which may be Used for dwelling or sleeping quarters, except 
those house - trailer camps operated throughout the year and subject 
to regulation under the provisions of Act Ho. 143 of .the Public Acts 
of 1939. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the county or district health officer 
in counties or districts maintaining a county or district health depart- 
ment, and the duty of the city health officer in cities maintaining a full 
time city health department, sheriff or state police, to enforce the pro- 
visions of this act and the rules and regulations of the Michigan depart- 
ment of health affecting health, sanitation, water supply, sewage, garbage 
and waste disposal, and said health officer, or his inspectors, shall person- 
ally inspect, at least once each year, such camps, tourist homes, tourist 
rooms, cabins, house trailer camps, or other sleeping accommodations as 
-defined in this act. In counties not under the jurisdiction of a full time 
county or district health department, the state commissioner of health 
shall provide the same enforcement and inspection provided in this act: 
Provided, however, That a full time city health officer enforcing the re- 
quirements of a local ordinance of similar purpose or intent shall be 
exempt from the requirements of this act. 


HOUSE BILL NO. 154 


4 



1 Sec. 3. Each, owner, manager, agent, or person keeping lodgers in a 

2 tourist home, tourist room, cabin, bouse trailer camp, or other sleeping 

3 accommodation shall register each guest living in said accommodation. 

4 The register shall provide for the name, legal residence, make of car, 

5 car license, house trailer license, if any, number of accommodations oc- 

6 cupied and the date of arrival and departure. Any person furnishing 

7 misinformation for purposes of registration shall be deemed guilty of a 

8 misdemeanor. The register shall be available at all times for inspection 

9 by law enforcement officers for a period of not less than 6 years. 

1 Sec. 4. Any owner, manager, agent, or person in charge of a camp, 

2 tourist home, tourist room,* cabin, house trailer camp, or other sleeping 

3 accommodations who shall fail to comply with any of the provisions of 

4 this act shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

1 Sec. 5. This act shall not apply to house trailer camps located within 

2 the corporate limits of cities and villages where such cities and villages 
have provided by ordinance.- for the. licensing and^r.egulatioir- off. house 

4 trailer camps: Provided, Such ordinance requires the registration of 

5 guests and vehicles. 

1 Sec. 6. Should any sentence, word, phrase, clause, or provision of 

2 this act be held to be invalid for any reason, such holding shall not be 

3 construed as affecting the validity of any remaining portion of this act, 


5 


HOUSE BILL NO. 154 

4 it being tbe legislative intent that this act shall stand notwithstanding 

5 the invalidity of any such sentence, word, phrase, clause, or provision. 

1 Sec. 7. All acts or parts of acts, in any way inconsistent with, or 

2 repugnant to, the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 


t 



HOUSE BILL NO. 154 

Introduced by Mrs. Stockman and Mr. Nixon. 


A BILL to require tbe inspection of all camps, tourist homes, tourist rooms, cabins, house 
trailer camps, or other sleeping accommodations for transients; to provide for the 
registration of all persons occupying the same; to provide for the licensing thereof; 
to provide penalties for the violation of the provisions of this act ; and to repeal certain 
acts and parts of acts. 

February 7, Introduced, ordered printed and referred to the Committee on Public Health. 

March 4, Reported amended, amendments adopted, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole and placed on the General Orders. 

March 6, Considered in Committee of the Whole, amended, ordered reprinted, and made 
a Special Order on Third Reading for March 10. 


Passed the Bouse 


mi 


Clerfr of the Bouse of Representatives. 


Passed the Senate 


mi 


Secretary of the Senate. 





Tourist Camp 
Bill Is Beaten 

Facetious Senate Votes 
‘No’ on Regulation 


Frpm the- Lansing Bureau 

; o £ THE DETROIT NEWS 

LANSING, Mich,, May 15.— Re- 
peating the action taken two years 
.ago, the Senate has killed the House 
bill for the regulation of tourist 
camps and cottages. The bill re- 
ceived only 13 votes, four short- of 
the number necessary Sow passage, 
and when, the usual motion to re- 
consider was made only eight Sena 
tors supported .it.. 

Requested by the. State Health 
Department and law enforcement 
officers as a means of meeting prob- 
lems of health and morality, the 
bill was given little serious discus- 
sion either in "the House, "where it 
;was approved, or in the Senate, 
where it was defeated. Its sponsor 
:W ^s , Rep. Dora H. Stockman, of 


| Lansing, only woman member of the 
Legislature. t 

When the - bill, which would re- 
quire registration of all guests at 1 
tourist cottages, came to a vote 
Wednesday, . Senator Jerry T. Logie, 
of Bay City, offered an amendment 
which would have required a record 
of the hour of arrival and departure 
of such guests. This^ ickled t the 

f men V 

bers merrily approved^ the amend- 
ment The Tote on passage of the 
bill was taken without further dis- 
cussion, 13 members voting for it 
and 13 against it. In the 1939. ses- 
sion the House passed the same bill 
[and the Senate hilled it. 

Law enforcement officers asked 
for licensing and regulation of the 
camps and registration of the guests 
and their automobile license num- 
bers because, they said, criminals 
often use the camps for hideouts 
and the. cottages frequently are used 
for immoral purposes. Health offi- 
cials charge that many of the camps 
are unsanitary and a threat to 
public health. 

Before the House passed the bill, 
,it struck out the licen^g< provision 
and the $3 licensing fee whfcfrw/as; 
intended to pay for sanitary^ inspec- 
tion s/ 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg , 

Mr. Foxwortli 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ludd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen ... — 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Drayton — 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Hendon - 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss Gandy — . 
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; T^E EDITOR'S OFFICE 
THE AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
NEW YORK. 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr /%L A. Tamm 
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Mr. Foxworth .. 
Mr. Glavln 
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May 29, 1941 



cVVIr. Carson ... 

|iMr. Drayton 

f|?Mr. 'Quinn Tamm.... 

? |'M f." Hendon 

| Mr. Tracy 

i Mios Gandy. 


‘ Mr. Trafy 

Dear Edgar: J Mi03 Gan,: 

s/s -jt (&’ 

Thanks for sending me a copy of the letter which 
you received from Captain Donald S. Leonard of the Michigan Stare 
Police, together with enclosures to which he refers in his letter. 
I found than very interesting. 


With best regards. 


Sincerely, 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
q, >>"Dept . of Justice, 

nt o'' - * v 'v ^Washington, D. C.' ft 

Vv,/' /• 

y - 
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^ 619 Superior Avenue^.^ 

- Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

July 3, "1941 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 

I want to commend the 

sane commons ense/p>f your article in the cur- 
rent issue of the American Magazine . It de- 
serves the sympathetic consideration of every 
intelligently patriotic American. 

Sincerely, 


CmJ? 6. 

i/Bode 


Carl' 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


Mr. To Ison 



3te&cral bureau of Jttuesilgatum 
MttUeh states SBepa vtmvnt nf dustiest 
Jlflaaljmgtmt, SB. CL 

'September 8j 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR ME DIRECTOR 


/ 


Mr. K. A. Tamm 



Mr. Drayton 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Ksndon 

Mr. Coffey ______ 

Mr. Harbo __ 
Tole. Room _ _ 
Tour Room 
Mr. Ncaso _______ 

Mr. Tracy 


Miss Bcaltm 


Mr. Beverly/fSmith, of the American 
Magazine j called to see me today in connection 
with the desire to Mr. Sumner Blossom 3 Editor of the 
O A mejffcan i/agrg-gtne j to send a man to one of the 
German i rlternment camps in the United States for 
the purpose of writing a story concerning such camps. 
I explained to him that the camps are not under the 
jurisdiction of the Bureau and that this was a matter 
which probably would have to be passed upon by the 
Attorney General. 



HOMILETICS ANCySXPOSyriON 
PROF. JOHN^fSCHMJI^T 



• » 

^ttljcran 'SJjenlagtcal J^mr ifymt J^emmatg 


Columbia, Jimttlj darnluta 


January 3, 1942 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Eederal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

\ y *$> J T 

-yd ft 

Dear Mr. Hoover, v J^ TZL ' — - — 1\ 

IW)ET7JT f£D[ . raL Qp INVESTIGATION 

.s My attention has heen called to a hook,,. n 

A 8 jAiM t) 19-2 

yy D ESIGHS IH SCA RLET "by Cour tney 

f frequently refers to the work of your Bureau^ I STC7, 


decided to ask you whether or not tit 


*e whici 


he draws is generally accurate* I should rery„much 

• , 'r*~ t W- 

1 "*-• /. 

appreciate your comment snce, if the hook is 7 . -/ ’ . 

; . ) V*, 

dependable, I should like to use it as coll a^t’eral'Y* 

reading in one of my courses next semester. 

Certainly prospective ministers ought 
to he made aware of such conditions, if they exist. 

In the pressure of new responsibilities 
caused by the war, I hope it will not be necessary 
to relax any of the fine work which you have been 


doing here at home. 


Sincerely yours. 


/ ' i 

' r 


ALL tMFORi.lATIONCONJAIMED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. ~ 
nflTF 4-(s'rl 
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Mr. Tolson-Sf^jj^ 

Mr. E. V A. Tamm 

Mr. Clogg 

Mr. Glavin 


220 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 


Mr. NiLhoisv 


June 3 , I 942 . 



TELEPHONI 
LEXINGTON 
MURRAY HILL i 


Mr. Tracy... 
Mr. Carson . 


I Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Hendon.. 
Mr* Kramer.. 
} Mr. McGuire . 


Mr .J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D .0 . 

Dear Mr. Ho over: 

At last! 

Here is the letter re Courtne.y 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mies Gandy., 


Sooner . referred 


to last April . " Jimmie” Young, the writer, admits it*b an idea, only. 

* X 

I had hoped to bring it down to Washington, and to you, t 

last week, for Captain Bill Curtis, Superintendent of Canvas ^ 

on the Ringllng-Barnum Circus, knew Courtney well and has tjv 

quitera different theory;; . • ^ 

If you ever run across this Circ'us in your travels 0 

do make yourself known to Captain Curtis, who is very colorfully^ 
and definitely a character and one swell person. g 

For myself, I am still trying to place my argument 0 

In favor of universal finger-printing. But, although I have q 

placed more than 200 magazine articles on almost 200 subjects^ q 

I can not land this one. But I’ll keep on trying. g 

11 u 

In the meanwhile, as one of the voluntary wardens in % 
this John Murray House (apartment building), I look down from my 
Apartment 4-R into an adjoining back yard where a Japanese man 
and woman Industriously make garden. 

He seems to be running a little oclds-and-ends shop at 
the front end of the building, facing Thi$rty-seventh Street. 

But although Mrs .May (Stella Burke May) and I were among the many 
writers who toured Japan-: , Korea, Manchuria and China as guests 
of the Japan Tourist Agency, I have not tried to make this 
New York neighbor’s acquaintance. 1/ I 




Doubtless some of your people hav e , 


But I am just wonde 1 : 


w & 
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L L. Kfftq/t//* 
Ea&l GlUI^li^M^yt^ 
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The Crowell-Collier Publishing 
250 Park Avenue 
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Company 
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October 4th, 1940 . 


My dear Early: 

* 

I am still suffering from the shock of Courtney 
Cooper's deaths I know no more than you do about it, 
because the^Jtrittle clipping you sent me contains all the 
essential facts . The body was found, hanging , in the 
Park-Central Hotel — Seventh Avenue and 58th Street — 
which you no doubt know. 

Of one thing I am fairly sure: Coop did not 

commit } suicide — he was murdered. My guess is that, 
inasmuch as certain members of the Underworld knew that 
he had a heck of a lot "on" them, they got hold of him, 
somehow, and succeeded in luring him into that room 
where he was killed and left hanging. Thus far, the 
police have not said anything about the murder possibility ; 
but quite naturally , they would not, under the circumstances . 

Set's wait, and see what happens ... But Courtney 
Ryley Cooper was not a suicide — he had too much courage 
to take his life that way. 

About ten days ago, he was right here in my 
office ; and w§ had a cheerful talk. He did not look quite 
so strong, perhaps, as I have seen him in the past; still, 
he was simply 'swell, — full of jokes and laughter , and the 
same grand guy he 'was all . his life. 

Things like this hurt, don't they? I was not a 
very close friend of Coop's; still I was awfully fond of 
him — and I admired him tremendously . . 

Do you know his widow (I assume that you do)? 

If you think it would serve any useful purpose , you might 
send her this letter, or extracts from it. I am sure that 
Coop's sudden death must have pussled her. And may.be she 
would like to get the answer. 
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To you — and, your charming wife -- my very best 
regards, Early. Good luck 



Sincerely , 

. Ji-vmy 

James Young 
Associate Editor 
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Mr. Carson.. 
Mr, Coffey., 


MEMORANDUM FOR MB. TOLSON 


Mr. Hendon, 

Mr, Krai 
Mr . McGui 

Mr. Harboj 

Mr, Quinn Tamm^ 

Tele. Room 

Mr, Nease 


3f* 


Miss Beahm 


Miss Gandy.,,, 


Beverly^mith called at the Bureau earlier 
in the week when he was in Y/ashington. He stated that 
Bios and Kelley had instructed him to discuss with us 
the possibility of an article on Youth and Crime. J 

talked to Smith for approximately an hour and a half 

about the idea we had. He thought, it was an excellent one. 

He subsequently sent a telegram stating that he would be back 
in the next couple of weeks and would want to go ahead on it. 
This was after he had conferred with Bios. 


While he was here he raised the possibility of other 
articles. He referred particularly to the personality sketches 
on criminals that Cooper did with the Director several years 
ago. He thought that there was a definite place in°American 

illrftnVf' 1 ' 10 ' 7 ' i erie , S * Jt so ha PP e ned that I had a very d^tailtt* 
memorandum on Basil Banghart which he read over and thouqht 

would make an excellent story. However, in his recent wire he 


o ^ J- u , ° f CUC/K; UJ i, rtf ae 

s *ated he was not interested in the Banghart case at the present 


«„ ir 1 WaS V J rV mUch im P r essed with Smith. He was very 

q is concerned. a * ove average insofar as intelligence 

know , he is a lawyer by & prc ^ sp °f our problems. As you 

sine Several uJZl V pro f ession and went with American maga- 

viduai who ^ °{/ act ’ he was theUndi- 

satisfactorTwhich recited in' CoLTr-^t BUreaU wMch Was no * 

that time he talked +n It**- Co t oper P being designated. 'At 
was very high in his vraise /° T ab ° Ut a hal f a **V- 

very fine understanding of our wor^alTn “J? CS - J 5 °* d haS ° 
vidual who would be reasonable r at As an indi- 

by far one of the potentially hI, 7 f the belUf . that Smiih 
we have had any con-ban* mi. +. k V i~ A - app ,t ? r . 1 np rr¥ Ld : \vi duals that 


He 


m 


any contact with 

.. ^ the present time'^am 

youth and crime article 


which will 


writing MeJd.~ J 

^ v r 

faff W material ’ far the 

• i i • . * * 
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bear Mr. Cooper: t ’ 

/V\ 

I mustn't write *to you 
uft til I locate some pictures and make 1 sure 
I am not merely stark, raving mad., 

I*m not - if you were, the man bn the stairs, 
for it was something i thought as I glanced 
into his face which put me on this trail. 
That - and the, hat tantalizing my mind. 

For you were associated with a nran^who con- 
nects In my mind with what 


stairs and'' a hat. 
taken. 


. I thought on the 

Forgive me if I am nrls- 


l-f-rfe, am n ot-,-glve*. me-~t ime.^^d^knowu now~~ « 
you must ..be almost: chew ing your nails in 
suspense. If what I wrote so. unconsciously 
of the hat was as significant to you as I 
realize may* have been, possible. But wait 

in tremendous things I am slow but I am 
also sure .* 

I am so proud that you confided in me. 

You know. I won't lie to you and also I 
hav en't told even Eunice of. being in. com- 
municat ion with you. , 

I didn't know you had hated me so much but 
forget: about it No, matter 7 w hat y ou did,. 
I Y li promise never to be angry with you, 

,lf that is any reassurance.: 
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June 25 , 2958 




Mr* Renton' Boss 
.Fain t fcickj Kentucky . , 
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Dear Mr* Most: 


Tour letter postmarked June 17, 1952, 
together with enclosure s has been received j and 
-T appreciate the interest which prompted your 

writing; me * \ . V - . . •, \ 1 ' . ' 


J thought, you night, like to. knot that 
in J 937, the late i_ . Y 

collaborated in ' the preparation of an article 
entitled "The Meanest Man I Ever. Knew, n 'which 
appeared inrthe April, 1937', issue of The AmeriM'}’ 
can Magazine, This article : was 'concerned with " , 

the criminal career of George Barrett yjho was the [ 
first man- executed for the murder of a Special 
Agent of the FBI, '-s.- ' 


■V it- is a pleasure to enclose photostatic 
copy of this: article pursuant to your request and 
the self-addtessed , stamped envelope you so thought-’ 
fully forwarded is being .returned* . : . . . : 


Sincerely yours, 


.. u 
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Harbo 


‘ • , : , John Edgar HO over 

. Director " -{ ' 

Encfa^n\fes (2) h . ' 

Self ^addressed, stamped envelope . . 

Photostatic copy .of \_,thf .dirt iefe • / '• 1 

* nStE: Jlufi. les- negative : F. 0 PV Pf'instan.t 

, aifiHi s on file 'ihfDriitve. ReciOrds Section and' is one 
ine "series of articles xwpitteh by the Director arid 
Mr* Godper -during the-years of/l936 and 1937, 
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Mr, J. Edg a r Hoover 
Chief of PBL 
Washington, D. C* 


Dear Sir. 



This letter is written to ask information from you concerning 
the late George B a rrett, of Jackson County, Kentucky. I h a ve heard 
from varicjusjyawces that you wrote an article a few years ago 
entitled- T^George Barrett . The Meanest Man I ever Knew.” 

* 

If you did write such an article, I would appreciate it very much 
if you would inform me as to where I might secure a copy of it. 

I am enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope so it will not 
"be inconvenient for you to reply. Your attention to this matter will 
be appreciated. 


Respectfully yours. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


PROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Ni 


fi 

M. 



DATE: 


January 11, 1957 


T£EN-AGE_VICE 
>4^ESIGNS 1 IN SCARLET) 



You will recall thaq 


sent you tMs 


Tolson — V 

Nichols -y^T 

j yRnardmnr^/^ 
Belmont 
U Mason 

A 

Mohr 

A 

^Parsons 

1 

Rn«;pn 

i 

Tamm 

b6 

b7C 

Nease 

Winterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Hnllnman 

and 

Gandy f 

3. Un, 


b6 

M c . 


other law-enforcement agencies” on its cover beneath the title, 
note stated, " The cover of this may interest you. ” 

This book was authored by Courtney Ryley Cooper and was first- 1 
| published in April, 1939, under the title, "Designs In Scarlet. ” This £>ook is 
| maintained in the Bureau Library. Bufiles reflect that Courtney Rvle v Cooper 
was a prolific writer and was furnished considerable information by the ^Bureau. £ 

I- The pocket size edition is almost word for word with the original edition maintained 
•in the Library. The title page of Teen-age Vice (the pocket size edition furnished 
jbj I indicates that the book was- revised and edited with the permission Of ' y ' ; 

JMrs. Courtney Ryley Cooper. It is not believed that the publishers of the pocket 
size edition, Pyramid-Books^- 444 Madison Avenue, New York 22, New York, have 
|J overstepped their rights in regard to Public Law 670; however, the picture on the 
cover of this edition is undesirable. ’■ ‘ > t 
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RECOMMENDATION: 


t 


None. For information. . j / 
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True Copy 



March 24, 1964 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of F. B. I. 

Constitution Ave. and 10th St. , N. W. 

Washington D. C. b6 

b7C 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I am a graduate student at the sch ool of nublir. artrmm o ption. 


New York University. My advisor is Professor | land he onr.e 

had the pleasure of meeting with you concerning a uniform crime study in St. Louis. 


I am engaged in thesis research concerning governmental regulations 
and services for the mobile home. 

O .; v : 

sj / 111 American Magazine, V ol. 129 (February, 1940^ ptl4 in an 
article,^, C amps of Crime" written with Courtney Rylg^Cooper you referred to 
the trailer camps as, "a new home of crime in Amerl^caJ a new home of 

disease, bribery, corruption, crookedness, rape, white slavery, thievery and 
murder...” 


We were wondering what your views would be twenty-five years 
later regarding the trailer camp. 

A comment would be greatly appreciated and would serve as an 
excellent addition to the thesis. We look foreward to hearing from you as 
soon as you might find it convenient to give this letter your attention. 
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March 18, 1964 




Mr. James A. McCracken 
Business Manager 
Editorial Department 
The Header’s Digest 
Pleasantville, New York 

Dear Mr. McCracken: 




I have received your letter of March 12th 
relative to an anthology entitled '’Crime, Mystery and 
Detection” which you are contemplating- publishing. 


In response to your request, there is no 
objection to granting world anthology rights, including % § 

translation rights, for the article, and you may consider g 
this letter as authorization for its use. No payment willp ( ^ -• 

be necessary for extending this permission. ’ £ co 

CPfl |S) 


JAILED 19 

MAR 19 1964 

P.OMM-FB1 
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Sincerely yours, 
& Eft 


1 - Mr. Mo A 0 Jones - Enclosure 
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Belmont u_ 
Mohr -K* 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans _ 
Gale 
Rosen 


NOTE: The article ’’The Amazing Mr. Means, " which was written by the 
Director with Courtney Ryley Cooper for the December, 1936, issue of 
’’The American Magazine, ” which is now a defunct publication, pertained to 
the criminal activities of Gaston B. Means, who was employed by the Bureau ' 
of Investigation in the early 1920’s. Means, in addition to other swindles, 
.was successful in acquiring over $104, 000 from Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McLean 
m base k d pn his alleged information, surrounding the Lindbergjdddnaping case. j 

- ' l This article was subsequently used in the March, 1937, is^ue of The Reader’s 

p Digest. Based on information available, .it was not possible foj identify 

. — e-rt—^MrscMcCracken in Bufiles.o „ r J 
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The reader’s Digest 

PLBASANTVILLE ♦ NEW YORK 

March 12, 1964 


/ A Mr. Trtlson 

S WAohvri^/1 

^Ir. CaUahan.,(L^ 
Mr. Coi^afe: 
Mr. V 

Mr. Eva^i 

Mr. Gale ^ 

( Mr. ftoson \7* 

i Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. !Room_ 



Dear Mr. Hoover; ^ /fmer d 4d3~$JL. 

We are considering publishing an anthology 
entitled Crime, Mystery and Detection. If we should 
proceed, we would like to use "The Amazing Mr. Means" 
which was written by you with Courtney Ryley Cooper. 
This article was . originally used in the March 1937 
issue of Reader's Digest. 

We would want to secure world anthology 
rights, including translation rights, for which we 
would be willing to pay $50 per Reader's Digest page. 



May we have your permission? 

Your prompt reply will be deeply appreciated. 
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Germantown, QM o 
Dear 


, .^r'^oscojrws® 


OWE 


ft 10 u*.' 


Mr. Hoover received your letter of October 1st 
and asked me to advise you that a check of our records has 
been made and it failed to disclose the letter you mentioned. 

It is believed you are referring to the magazine 
article entitled ’’The Meanest Man I Ever Knew” which was 
written by Mr* Hoover and Courtney Rvle^cooner. This arti- 
cle appeared in the April, 1937, issue of ’’The American 
Magazine.” and perhaps you will be able to refer to a copy in 
your local library. 


Sincerely yours, 

/* ^4A Li 

Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 

7> EOQMMao s 


M, v 




NOTE: Check of Buf iles and other lo gical t sourees reveal . no record of 
any prior letter from | | "TheVMeanest Man! EverKAew” 

was written by, the Director with Courtn ev Rvlev Cooner and is the storv _ 
of George Barrett, a Kentucky kUler 3 vI responsible for the death of ' 
Special Agent Nelson B. Klein. This articl e, appeared in the Apr il*. 1937. 
issue of ’’The American Magazine” which is now a defunct publication 
(94-3-4Sub 20). , , c v 

EFT:mk j 0^ 

(3) -J i - ' 4 

l 1°$ SB teletype unit 1=1 " ‘rffMjtzfTs ° 



TRUE COPY 


Germantown, Ohio 
October 1, 1968 


J. Edgar Hoover 
Head of the F.B.I. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I wrote you a letter , about a month ago trying to find 
out about a book you wrote on George Barrett. I understand that 
you are a very busy man and you have a tight schedule., I am sorry 
for bothering you. But I have been trying so hard to find the book, 
’’The Meanest Man that Ever' Lived, " without any results. That is 
why I wrote you, hoping you could help me since you wrote the book. \ 
So if you could just let me know how I could get hold of the book or a q 
manuscript of it I would appreciate it. Thank You! 
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